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HISTORICiAL AN® CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

^ OF T H B 


ORIGIN OF C O M MERGE, 


FROM THE EARLIEST ACCOUN T S, 


SIXTEENTH CEN.TURY. 


SucciJJion ^Princes in this Csntury. 


T-mpar^ri of Germany* 

Maximilian \ 

J.to J‘ 5«9 

Charles V."j 
Grandfon to | 
Maximilian, I 
and Son of [ ^5 

Philip I. K. I 
of Spain, to J 
Ferdinand 1. 1 
Brother to/ 1564 
Charles V. to J 
Maximilian 1 
11 . Son of / 1576 
Ferdinand, to J 
Rodolph, his*! . 
Son, to J-*6oo 
and beyond* 


Kings oj France* 
Louis XI r. to 1515 
Francis I, to 1547 
Henry II. to 1559 
Francis II, to 1560 
Charles IX. to 1574 
Henry III. to 1589 

IV. to 1600 

and beyond. 


Kings of England. 
Henry VII. to 1509 
VIII. to 1546 
Edward V'I. to 1553 
Mary I. to 1558 
Elizabeth, to *600 
and beyond* 


Kings of Scotland* 
James IV, to 1513 

— V, to 1542 

Mary, to 1^67 

James VI. to iCoo 

and beyond. 

Kings of Spain. 
Ferdinand "I 
andlsABEL- I 
LA, of Cailile r 1504 
Leon> and J 
Arragon, to 
Philip!, to 1516 
Charles I. \ 

(and V.) to J 
PHI1.IP 11 . hisl 
Son, to /' 59 ® 
Philip III. hi. 


Son, to 
and beyond. 


Kings o f Portugal. 
Emanuel the'l . 

Great, to J ^ * 
John III. to *557 

Sebastian, to 1578 
Henry (the *1 
Cardinal) to J 
Philip II. 
of Spain, to J '59 
Philip nr. ofl , 
Spain, to 
and beyond. 

Kings of Denmark^ 
Norway and Sweden* 
John, to 1513 

Christian 1 

II. (caIlcdth« 
tyrant in the I 
Swedilh lift, 1 

and was the ^ 152 3 
laft that ruled 
overbothDen- ! 
mark & Swe- 
den, to 

Denmark and Norway. 
Frederick!, to 1534 
Christian 1 

III. to 

pREDERICKlI.tOl $88 
CHRlSTIANlV.t0l600 
and beyond. 




Kings of Sweden. 
John IL to <04 
Steno Sutre and^ 
SwantoSture^ /t$ao 
Regents, tr» J 
Christian II. 1 

thcTvrant,to/'5^3 

GustaVusE- 

RICKSON.or 
, Vasa, ( who 
entirely 
paratea the 
kingdom of. ^1560 
SwedlNlfrom 
the l^nioD 
made by 
. Margaret & 

Haquin) to 
Eric XIV. to 1568 
John 111 . to 1594 

SlGJSMUND, to 1600 
and beyond. 


Kings of folani^ 
JoHNALBKftt,! \ 
(Soft ofCldl-k >f j3)r. 
roir IVI/ to J 
A£iEXA 3 f I>EB, to 1504 
Sioismu^'d I. totf4t 
SlGlSMD^D T 
II. hi# Son, 
{ftiroamed • ‘ 
Auguftui)in 


whiom ended 
. th# Line of j 
JaRellon, to 
Hhnby of 
France, who 
^at eledl:^d, | 
and died in 
Stephen Ba-I. -- 

TORI, ,0 /*S®® 

SlGlSMUND, T 
. (King of 
Sweden) to J 
^fid betyond. 






^ 1600 


The char act eh of the SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 


1501 ^"T^HIS Century abounds with interefting revolutions and material alterations almoft over 
A all Chtillendom. The acceflion of the vaft dominions of Spain to the Houfe of Auftria 
by a marriage, was fuch a conjunction as feemed greatly to endanger the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope for the greateft part of this century, and had a confidcrable influence on commerce. , 

Whilft Portugal purfued her commerce and rapid conquefts in Eaft Indias^fo that the city 
of Llfbon foon became (what the now declining city of Venice had been for many centuries 
VoL. II. A paft). 
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1501 paft) tbefreat magazine of all the rich produftions of the Eaft, — Spain, with an equal and 
unrivalled rapidity, firft made herfelf miftrefs of the ifles, and next the heft part of the conti- 
nent of America, excepting firaiil, difeovered and poffeflcd by Portugal ; in confcqucnce of 
which, the cities of Seville and Cadjz became the; ftorchoufes for the riches of the newly dif- 
eovered weftern world. England at length made only forae faint and fruitlefs attempts for the 
colonizihgof North America, towards the latter part of tliis century , as France had likewife 
done m Canada, with little better fuccefs. 

if! . • 

In the mean time, the happy fituatlon Of Antwerp foon renders her the great central flaple 
of Europe, for the merchandize of both the Indies, as well as for the naval ftore^and other 
bulky commodities of the northern parts of Europe, tliereby drawing incredible wealth to that 
city, and to the adjacent country. Which ftate of commercial matters began gradually to pre- 
judice the Hans-tc^ns, more efpecially thofe on the Baltic fhores, which, for, the two pre- 
ceding centuries, had been the great managers of trade for almoD; all the European nations 
without the Mediterranean Sea. 

A great part of Chriftendom fhakes off the Papal yoke ; a circutqffance which produced alfo ' 
confiderable alterations in Europe. England begins early to eftablifh a permanent navy-royal 
—and, after much dilpute, gets entirely rid of the German Hanfcatic merchants of the Steel- 
yard at London— commences a great fifhery on the banks of Newfoundland — and alfo a whale 
fifliety at SpitfbcrgeH or Greenland — and her trade to Ruffia ; and, by means of her important 
difeovery of a paBage by fca to that country round the north cape of Lapland, opens an exten- 
fivc field for other new Jffcoverics, and new branches of commerce.— She alfo commences her 
Turkey and Guinea traffic — defeats the grand attempt of the renowned Spanifli armada — and, 
in tile very laft year of this century, incorporates an Eaft India Company. Holland too, 
nearly about the fame time, commenced her trade to the Eaft Indies, and erefted a great com- 
pany for that commerce. France begins and afterwards much improves her broad filk manu- 
^dture. Spain’s cruel bigotry, firft, by expelling the remaining Moors of Granada, and next 
the Prtteftants of the Netherlands, and by the fiegc, he. of Antwerp, difpeoples her country, 
aiid>thercby fupplies England, Holland, and the Hans-towns with great numbers of wealthy 
and induftrious manufafturers and artificers, as well as with an acccffioii of excellent and moft 
beneficial new maaufafturcs. — An inundation of filvcr flows into Europe from America ; 
which is foon again, for the moft part, exported to the Eaft Indies by the Portuguefe, who 
grow marveloufly rich by their importations in that commerce, and alfo by their importation 
frbm Bralil, o^gold, &c. 

A new and potent maritime and commercial power fuddenly ftarts up, by the revolt of Seven 
of the Nethcriand provinces from the dominions of Spain ; which crown, on the otlicr hand, 
feizes on and adds to their monarchy, the kingdom of Portugal. • 

So bold and adventurous arc the navigators <pf this age become, (who, in little more 
than one century preceding this, durft fcarcc venture out of fight of land) that the ter- 
raqueous globe is four times failed round by men of three different nations ! Many 
vei^ hazardous, though unfuccefsful attempts, are made alfo, by feveral different na- 
tions. 



O V THE ORIOIM OF COMM^ERCE. 

1501 tions» to explore a pailage by fca to China and India, as well by the north as the rillr^ 
call. 

The Turkifli empire continues to triumph throughout all this century, not only oyits c^* 
qucftsfrora the ftatc of Venice, and particularly of the &mous 4 flan^||j||f Cyprus,— -as 
Rhodes from the Knights of St. John of Jerufalem ; but, likewiic, ^feteral very importaht 
encroachments on the fide of Hungary and Poland,— -by reducing the Crimea (or Crim ’Tar** 
tary) t(# 1 fs fubjeftion — and by the abfolute conqueft of all Syria and Egypt ; fo vaft an in- 
creafe of territory and dominion within the compafs of one century, made all Chriftendoon to 
tremble. 

The Dukes of Ruffia, till this century obfeure, and till now often tributary to the Tartats, 
make likewife fuch efforts, by their conquefts from Poland by their difeovery and conqueft 
of the large provinces of Siberia and Samoieda, till then abfblutely Fagan, and before unknown 
even to Ruflia itfelf ; — and, laftly, by their conqneft of the two Tartar kingdoms of Cazan and 
Aftracan, — that they at length conjoined all thofe very exteniive provinces to their domini- 
on, which conftitufs the very potent modern Ruilian empire. 

Many extremely ufeful difcoverics and improvements are made in this century for the ad- 
vancement of commerce, navigation, &c. as in Aftronomy by the famous Nicholas Coperni- 
cus of Thorn in Pruffia, and by Tycho Brahe of Denmark; alfo in the praftical part of me^f 
cantilc bufinefs, by the invention of merchants-accounts by double entry, commonly called 
Italian Book-keeping ; by Decimal Arithmetic alfo, about the clofc of tihiis^ century ; wlien 
likewife Pocket Watches are firft brought into England from Germany Knit Stockipgs 
come firft from Spain, and the more beneficial improvement of the modern Stocking Frame 
is invented at Cambridge. 


“ In Italy,” fays Voltaire, in his General Hiftory of Europe, ** the politer art» flourifhed, 
not only at Rome and Florence, but at Venice, Naples, Genoa, &c. and King Francis I. 
tranfplanted them into France, in whofe time there were only two coaches in* Paris, one 
“ for the Queen, and the other for Diana of Poifliers. In commercial matters, Marfeil- 
“ Ics carried on a great foreign trade; Lyons alfo and the Netherlands abounded in the fineft 
“ manufaftures. The corrcfpondence which the cities of Nurenburg and Augibqyg in Ger- 
“ many had with Yenice, ftill enabled them to be the firft difpenfers of the rich cothmoditics 
“ of Afia.— Induftry, however, had not as yet changed thofe huts of wood and plaifter, of 
“ which the city of Paris was compofed, into fumptuous palaces. London was Hill worfc 
“ built, and its Inhabitants lived much harder ; even the firft peers of the realm carried tlwir 
wives behind them on horfeback when they went into the country. Thus it was, tiiat all 
“ the princefles travelled, their heads covered with a kind of waxen linen in rainy weatber, 
and went in no other habit to the King’s palace ; and this ufage continued till the middle 


“ of the feventeenth century:” (Here Voltaire is certainly widely miftaken) “ The magni- 
“ licence of Charles V. Francis I. Henry 'VIII. and Leo X. was confined to days of fhew. 
“ — As early as the reign of Louis the T welfth, they had began to introduce filken and 
“ gold ftufFs, tnanufa£lured in Italy, inflead of the coftly furs. There were no manufac- 
tures -as ydUMt Lyons ; goldfmiths ware was very bad j and Louis XII. having indif- 

A * dreetly 
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1 erectly pirohibited its maiiufaflurc, the French had their plate from Venice. There were as 
** yet no plantations of mulberry trees but in Italy and Spain : yet the French fafhions began 
“ already to be copied in Germany, England, and Lombardy. — And the Italian hiftorians 
** complain, that lince the expedition of Charles Vill. their countrymen affefted the French 

drefs/’ 

Emanuel, King of Portugal, (not improperly furnamed the Great, by the hlflorians of that 
nation) fluflicd with the fuccefs of two difcoverics, viz. that of Eaft India, an4||j||^f the fouth 
continent of America, now fent out three fhips to Eaft India. In their way they difeovered 
the ifle of Afcenlion, in eight degrees fouth of the line, and other ifles on the fouth coaft of 
Africa : on their return from India they difeovered the then uninhabited ifle of St. Helena, 
(iirfouth latitude fixteen) which ha^ fince been long and moft ufefully in ttie poffeflion of the 
Englifli Eaft India Company, as a refrclhing place for their Ihips returning homeward. It is 
fituated near the mid-way between Africa and America, at the diftance of about fix hundred 
leagues north weft of the Cape of Good Hope. The Portuguefe ftored it with hogs, goats, and 
poultry ; and, for many years after this tliey were wont to flop at it in their homeward-bound 
Eaft? India voyages, to fapply tlicmfelvcs with tlwfe prcKvifions and frefh water; but it is very 
diflicult to find or come at exaQly in their outward-bound voyages, becaufe of the trade winds. 
The next year Vafeo dc Gama was fent thither with ten (hips, being thc-firft who crofled over 
dircftly from Mozambique to India, — and Soderias with fifteen fhips. The following year 
they built a fort at Cochin, fubdued the King of Mombaza and others in Eaft Africa, and 
fent fhips to cruize againft the Moors at the entrance of the Red Sea, and their greateft ene- 
mies in India., In fliort, they pulhed on fo- numerous and great conquefts in commerce to 
India, that a Viceroy was foon eftablifhed there ; and afterwards, under the conduft of their 
great General, Albuquerque, they became mafters of Orinus in the Perfian Gulph ; alfo of 
Goa,' and many other ports on the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, and alfo the coafts of 
the ifle of .Ceylon, where the beft, and almoft the only true cinnamon is produced : they 
alfo pofTelTed thcmfeivcs of the Malacca promontory ; and, to compleat the whole, fubdued 
the famous Moluccas, or Spice iflands : fo that the princes of India began to court their favour. 
Thus was Portugal, from a very moderate condition, in a very few years greatly exalted and 
enriched, by the foie enjoyment of the commerce to India ; in which that nation then. proba- 
bly flattered themfelves they were never to have a rival. 

Here let us flop for a moment, to confider how the Eaft India merchandize was anci- 
ently cotivcyed into the weft of Europe, before, we knew that a palTage thither was prafticablc 
by fca. 

It is now many hundreds of years fince the famous city and republic of Venice firft adopted 
the traffic of fupplying the weftern and nortliern parts of Europe with Indian merchandize. 
The fpices, drugs, precious ftones, and other merchandize peculiar to thofe caftern parts of 
the world were very anciently brought from India, fca, to the confines of Egypt on the Red 
Sea, and thence over land to the river Nile, when they were conveyed to its mouth at Alex- 
andria, that famous port of commerce, and from thence to Europe ; poffibly long before the 
Romans had conquered that country, in the time of Auguftus, who found that trade already 
praflifed by the Egyptians upon his conqueft of them. Yet this was bjjppne of the routes or 

ways. 
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1501 ways, by which the precious merchandize of the eaft was-^QOveyed into the weft, though, 

fibly the moft ancient of any of tliem. Another route was the city (ff I^ahor in ludoftEQ, 
fituated in the thirty-fecond degree of north latitude, on a branch of the river Indus, about nina 
hundred miles north of Surat ; and whilfl that method of conveyance continued, Labor was 
efteemed the greateft and moft conliderablc city of India for tliat commerce, which the Indians 
and Armenians carried on from thence through Perlla to the city of Aleppo in Syria ; and fo 
on cither to the ports of Tripoli or Scanderoon in the Levant fea j and laftly, by fcato Greece 
and and poffibly to fome other more weftern and northern parts -r-Another way of con- 
veying the Indian merchandize into the weft, which is in ufe even at this day, was by fea from 
India up the Gulph of Perfia to Balfora, near the difemboguing of the Tigris into tliat Gulph, 
and thence up that famous river to Bir, aitd over land to- Aleppo ; or elfe further up the Eu- 
phrates, and then over land to Trapezium, (/. e. Trebifoud) on tlic fouth fide of the Euxine 
Sea, and acrofs that fea. to the ancient port of Theodofia, (now Caffa, in the Taurica Cherfo- 
nefus, or Crim-Tartary) ; alfo from Trapezium, along the fouth ftiore of the Euxine Sea to 
Conftantinople. There was yet another ancient way of conveying the Indian merchandize to 
the weft ; viz. from Labor to the river Oxus, which runs into the Cafpian Sea, the voyage is 
then continued along the fouth ftiores of that^fca to tlie weft end of it, thence up the river 
Cyrus, and by land a little way to the river Phafis,. which falls into the Euxine Sea at Col- 
chis, and fo as before to Cdnftantinople or Theodofia : or clfc acrofs the Cafpian Sea to its 
north fide at Aftraca^i, and up the Volga, (anciently named the Rha) according to the opini- 
on ofMonf. Huet, Bifliop of Avranches, in his Commerce and Navigation of the Ancients; 
which laft named route is not very probable, confidering the barbarous ftatc of the countries 
of Scythia, on the north fide of the Cafpian Sea in ancient times. After the Vandals, Goths, 
Lombards, and Moors had torn iu pieces the weftern empire, and the latter; by tlte name of 
Saracens, had greatly weakened the caftern empire, all commerce in the weft feemed, ift a 
great degree, to ceafe between nations. The trade to Eaft India was, however, revived, its 
merchandize being carried partly by land and partly by water to CalFa, (in what is now called. 
Crim-Tartary) then belonging to Genoa. Trebifond was alfo a mart for Indian goods, aq^ 
next Samarcand, in Zagatai, where the Indian, Turkilh, and Perfian merchants met for bar- 
tering their wares ; the 'I'urks conveying theirs to Damafeus, Baratti, and Aleppo, and from 
thence to Venice, till the year 1300, when the Soldans of Egypt revived the ancient route to 
and from India by the Red Sea. Several other" route? arc occafionally mentioned by both the 
ancients and moderns to have been pradifed between Europe and India ; but as thofc already 
mentioned were the moft known, we ftiall not dwell any longer on that particular point. 
What is more certain is, that, after the overthrow of the weftern empire, and long..bcfore the 
fall of the caftern or Greek empire, the city of Venice (as we have already feen) by means of 
her commerce to the principal Levantine ports of Aleppo and Alexandria, was, for many cen- 
turies, tlic chief ftaple or principal mart for the fpiccs, drugs, precious ftones, and other rich 
merchandize of Syria, Egypt, Arabia, Perfia, and India, and from Venice they were difperfed 
over Europe ; and in Germany particularly, the cities of Nurenburg and Augfburg were fup- 
plicd fom Venice with great ftorc of thofe Afiatic commodities, fo that they acquired great 
riches in fupplying that and other countries with them. — Thus the city and republic of Ve- 
nice became extremely rich, as well as famous all over Chriftendoni, until tlie beginning of 
this fixteentb. century, when tlie trade for Indian meicbaudizc was gradually transferred to 

Lilbou^ 
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1501 Liibon, where it flouriihed eitceedingly for about one century, until the Hollanders found the 
way to India. 

Some have cxpreffed their aftonifhment, that fo prudent a ftate as Venice has made no at- 
tempts to form colonies and make new dilcoveries without the Straits of Gibraltar, in order 
to retrieve the lofs of their trade in the Eaft Indian merchandise from Alexandria, &c. Yet 
hiuch may be faid in their juftificalion For, firft, that republic was, in thofe times, ob- 
liged to be continually on its guard againft the growing power of the Turks, who had already 
robbed it of moft of its Levantine ifles, and whofe infolence and perfidy, even in time of 
peace, kept tliem in perpetual alarm. 

Secondly, Their fituation fo far down the Mediterranean, and up the Adriatic, rendered 
fuch projefts inconvenient for them, more efpecially, as in their pafiage they muft have been 
perpetually expofed to the corfairs of Barbary. 


Laftly, They might poffibly entertain fome hopes, that fooner or later, the trade for Eaft 
Indian merchandize might return into its ancient channel. 

150a Whilft fuch great acquifitions were making by Portugal in the eaft, Columbus and Baftidas 
were making many ufefui difeoveries in the Weft Indies for the future benefit of Spain. 

We ftiould obferve alfo, under tliis year 150a, that Cabral, the Portuguefe admiral, in his 
return from the Eaft 'Indies, fettled fa£tories at Melinda, Quiloa, Mombaza, and Quirimba, 
on the Zanguebar coaft. Some modern authors relate, that in the city of Melinda, which is, 
it feems, neatly built with free-ftone, and finely adorned, the Portuguefe have eighteen churches. 
On the coaft of Ajan alfo, the Portuguefe reduced moft of their Princes to be their tributa- 
ries j fo that they foon became mafters of the whole fouth-eaftern coaft of Africa, even uj) to 
the entraiKe into the Red Sea. Before the Portuguefe came thither, the Arabians carried on a 
great commerce on this coaft, upon which tlicy made many fettlemcnts, but how long they 
liad been there does not appear. They alfo had traded from thence to Perfia and India ; but 
the Portuguefe ruined that commerce, and got it all into their own hands. 

About this time alfo, the great King Emanuel of Portugal turned his arms againft the 
Moors of Barbary, on which coaft he took and garrifoned fevcral ports, fuch as Magazan, 
Agadir, called alfo Santa Cruz by the Europeans, Azamor, &c. moft of which places, and, thofe 
they had before on that fhore, they have long fince loft or abandoned. Neither did Portugal 
ever reap much benefit from thofe port-towns, in point of commerce, any further than they 
helped to curb the Moorifh pirates ; which falutary objefl, however, neither they nor Spain 
have ever been able cfFcftually to accompliih. King Alphonfo V. had, fo far back as the 
year 1448, taken the port of Alcazar aon that coaft, as he did Tangier and Arzilla, in the 
year 1471. 

In this fame year 1502, was finally concluded the moft aufpicious marriage of Margaret, 
-eldeft daughter of King Henry VII. of England, to King James IV. of Scotland. The 
dands afligned by James for her dowry of two thoufahd pounds per annum, in earldoms, lord- 
Ihips, manors, forefts, with, the palaces and caftles of Linlithgow and Stirling, arc, at this 
time, probably .more than ten times tlieir value at that period. Her portion we have men- 
tioned under the year 1500. 


The 
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1502 The firft record that we meet with to our purpofe in the thirteenth volume of the Foedent, 
is in the year 1502, p. 6 : It is a treaty of friendftiip and intercourfe of commerce between 
King Henry VII. of England and Maximilian King of the Romans, &c. wherein it is in 
general terms ftipulatcd, “ That the merchants on both fidcs may freely refort and trade to 
each otliers dominions.” 

In another treaty, in this fame year 1502, in the fame volume, p'. 9, between thofc two 
Princes, there is one much more to Maximilian’s purpofe. It is a grant of ten tboufipd 
pounds ftcrling from King Henry VII. to him, for enabling him to make head againft the 
Turks on the fide of Hungary, where, at this time, they were pulhing on their conquefts j on 
which account the Popes laboured to excite all Chriftian Princes to contribute : and it mull 
be owned, that confidering the charaftcr of King Henry VII. this was a large contribution 
for thofe times. ^ . 

In p. 37 of this thirteenth volume of the Fcedera, King Henry VII. grants his charter of 
licence to Hugh Elliot and Thomas Alhurft, merchants of Briftol, ‘John Gunfalus and Fran- 
cis Farnandus, natives of Portugal : — “ Firft, To fail witli fuch Ihips and mariners as they lliall 
“ judge proper, into all the parts and countries of the caftern, weftern, fouthern, and northern 
“ fcas, in order to difeover, recover, and inveftigate any illands, coafts, and countries of hea- 
“ then and infidel parts of the world, and to creft King Henry’s banners and enfigns at what- 
“ ever town, caftle, ifland, or continent they lhall fo difeover, and to hold the fame,” lays 
the King, “ for our ufe, as our lieutenants there : Provided they do not concern tliemfelves 
“ with, nor offer to moleft fuch heathen and infidel countries as are already difeovered, and 
“ reduced to the obedience of the King of Portugal, or of any other Prince our friend or 
“ confederate. 

“ Secondly, Whenever any difeovery lhall be made, it is our will, that men and women 
“ from England be freely permitted to fettle therein, and to improve the fame, under the pfo- 
“ teftion of thefe grantees, whom we hereby empower to make laws, &c, there.” 

The feven remaining claufes relate to the fettling, failing, and trading to fuch fuppofed and 
to be difeovered country, — the cuftoms to be paid, and the confining the trade thither to his 
owji fubjefts, &c. And he concludes the ninth and laft claufc thus, viz. 

“ And whereas we have, by otliers letters patent of the fixteenth year of oar reign,” that is, 
two years before, but which are not to be found in the Fcedera, “ granted to Richard Ward, 
“ John Thomas, and John Farnandus, together with the four grantees herein-named, a li- 
“ ccnce to go and difeover new countries and illands; yet we will not have the three firft- 
“ named perfons to attempt or meddle with any fuch new dilcoveries, without a licence from 
“ the four grantees of this prefent charter.” 

We may here again obferve, Firft, that King Henry pays no regard to the ima^nary line of 
diviiion made between Spain and Portugal by the Pope’s authority. And, fecondly, tliat 
Henry, according to his genius and former prafliqc, does not pretend to give one penny to-, 
wards the faid difeovery ; which, therefore, fucceeded no better than Cabot’s voyage, in the 
year 1496 ; for private adventurer# rarely have abilities and patience fulficient to perfeft fuch 
undertakings, unlefs fupported by the public. * 

At this time, there were differences between John King of Denmark and the Hans-towns ; 
the latter, like true merchants, ftriving to have commerce wherever they could obtain it ; 
whilft the former being driven out of Sweden by Steen-Sturc the Regent, infilled, that the 
Hans-towns fliould forbear trading to Sweden j in which, fays tlic Hanfeatic hiftdrian, An- 
■f gelius 
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15^2 gclius a Werdenhagen, vol. 1 . pars iii. cap. 17. King John was feconded by the ambaflador 
of his uncle, King James IV. of Scotland, at a general affembly of the deputies of the Han- 
fcatic League at Lubeck : yet this general aflembly at length convinced the Danifli King of 
the unrcafonablcnefs of that demand ; as it would be very hard on them, who had great con- 
cerns in Sweden, to be obftrufted in their accuftomed commerce bjuthe quarrels of Den- 
mark’^nd Sweden.— We alfo learn, from the Hiftoria Danica of Meurfius, that the King of 
Scotland aflifted his nephew, at this time, with two ftout ftiips of war. 

King Henry VIL of England now caufed the chapel of the Virgin Mary, and a tavern ad- 
joining, at the eaft end of the abbey church of Weftmirlftcr, to be taken down; on the fitc 
whereof he crefted the prefent moft beautiful and magnificent chapel which is called by his 
name, at the ejcpcncc of fourteen thoufand pounds ; at this time it would, in all probabilty, 
cofl at Icaft five times that funr. 

1503 In Scotland, an of the fixth Parliament of King James IV. confirmed that of 1406, and 
direfled, “ That none fliall beg but lame, fick, and impotent people, under a penalty on the 
magiftrates fufFcring any others to beg.’* 

By another Scotifh law of that fame year, All lords and lairds were enjoined to have parks 
with deer, alfo ftanks or filh-ponds, conningarcs or rabbit-warrens, dove-cotes, orchards, 
and hedges, and Ihould plant at Icaft one acre^of woodlands, where there are already no 
. “ great woods or forefts.** The wars with England had occafioned the woods to be de- 
ftroyed, fo that there was a great want of timber and fire wood ; inclofures and parks had alfo 
been much negleftcd. Some of tlicfe points were pretty well profccuted ; but others, and in- 
deed the moft important of them, were very much negleftcd, though enforced by many fub- 
fcquent laws. 

The fame year, wc firft find mention, in a Scotch aft of Parliament, of the office of con- 
fervator of that nation’s mercantile privileges in the Netherlands, though that office was ap- 
parently of an earlier date than this time ; when it was now enafted, That for the well- 
!)cing of merchants, and becaufe of the great exorbitant cxpences made by them upon picas, 
ill parts beyond the feas, the confervator of this realm fliall have jurifdiftion to do 
jufticc between tire faid merchants, being the King’s lieges, in the parts beyond the fcas.— 
But the faid confervator fliall have fix, or at leaft four Scotifh merchants to fit and deter- 
“ mine all matters jointly with him ; and that no Scotifli merchant beyond-fea fhall fuc ano- 
ther Scotifh merchant there, before any other judge but only this confervator.” By another 
aft of this fame year, the faid confervator is direfted to come home yearly to Scotland, or 
elfe to fend his refponfiblc procurator to anfwer for him, touching his conduft in his office 
bcyond-fca.” This office of confervator nearly refcmblcs that of Englifh confuls in foreign 
ports ; and although, in neither of the above-quoted afts the place of his rcfidence be men- 
tioned, yet it is well known that he always refided in the Netherlands, where the principal 
foreign commerce of Scotland had altvays centered. And in a Scotifli aft of Parliament, ia 
the year 1535, which confirms certain former laws, prohibiting little pettifogging merchants 
from going beyond-fea to France, Flanders, &c. with lefs than half a laft of merchandize, he 
is called the confervator of ^hc nation in Flanders; who is thereby direfted to fend home 
tthe names of all merchants going thither in every Ihip, contrary to the tenour of this aft. ^ 
Under this year wc may tranfiently remark, that the acceffion of Spain to the Houfc of Au- 
flria, by a marriage at this time, prepared the way for great alterations in the Commercial as 
well as in the political affairs of Europe; which conjunftion would have been an over-m^tch 

for 
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1^03 for all the refl of Chriftciuloni, had not England and France been vigilant on tlic oppv^nic 
fide. 

MorlfoUis, in his Orbis Maritimiis, lib. 11 . cap. xiii. p. 410. acquaints us, that the Ca- 
nary ides beginning to be frequented, there ariivcd two Zealand lliips at Campvccr, laden with 
Canary lugars. As yet no idgar-canes were produced in America, but they were tranfplanted 
foon after this time from tlie Canary illes to Bralil. We have already feen that the full fugar- 
canes well of the Mediterranean fca, were planted at the iilc of Madeira, from Sicily ; from 
whence, or perhaps from the more foutbern coafts of Africa, they might be brought to tlic 
Canaries. ‘‘ d'he boiling and baking of fugar,’* fays Dr. Heylin, in his Cofmograpliy, ‘‘ as 
“ it is now ufed, is not above two liundrcd years old ; and the rcliniiig of it inoi*c new than 
‘‘ that li ill found out by a Venetian in thcr days of our forefathers, who got one hundred 
‘‘ thoufand crowns by the invention. Before which art of boiling and rclining it, our an- 
ccilois made ufe of it rough it came from the canes ; but thjy molt commonly ufed 
' “ honey inilcad of it.” — Idle fame author, in the firll edition of his work, which was printed 
in the year 1624, alio informs us, that when he wrote, the Portuguefc ifland of St. Tiionie, 
under the e(]iiator, had feventy fugar-ingenios, each, having upwards of two liundrcd llavcs. 

T 504 It was net till the year 1 :;04, that any French fliip arrived on the coails of North America^ 
even according to their own account.s ; which war eight years later than the Englifh difeovery 
of that country by Caliot, tS:c. but it was not till two years later, that one Dennis difeovered 
the entrance into tlie river of Canada, or St. Lawrence. So that the priority of difeovery is 
•undoubtedly on the liclc of England for all North America; and conicqncntly England, be- 
yond all other nations of i'.iiropc, had the bed claim to the whole, until Ihe gave u[) part of it, 
])y her fucceeding treaties \viili otlicr European nations. 

"idle K’nowned city of Antwerp was at this time, arrived very near to the fnmmit of tliat 
wealth and glory which it had acquired from the two following condderations, viz. 

E By the grants of free-fairs for cominerce, made formerly by tlic fovereigns of ibc Ncthcr- 
lands; two of wliich fairs laftcJ each fix weeks, whither merchants reforted from all parts of 
Chridendom with their mcicliaiidizc, cudom-frcc : at wliich fairs vad concerns were managed, 
not only in merchandize, but in bills of exchange with all parts of Europe, 

11 . But what more immediately and fuddcnly brought about the wealth, grandeur, and 
renown of Antwerp, was wlieii Portugal brought home, in immenfe quantities, ine fpiccs, 
drugs, and otlier rich produfls of Ead India, fud to Lllbon, and thence to Antwerp, as to 
an entre-port or mid-way ilation between the norlhcrn and foutbern parts of Europe. Tliis 
drew the German and oilier merchants to fettle at Antwerp, wliich brought great riches to it ; 
and the merchants of Bruges alfo removed thither, after the Archduke Maximilian had, about 
the year 1499, reduced the lad named city into fubjc(dion. 

Louis CiuicciarJini, in liis judicious Defeription of the Netherlands, printed in French at 
Antwerp, in the year 1382, in folio, was of opinioif, that the fpices alone bronglit from Lif- 
bon to Antwerp, one year with another, amounted to above a million of crowns : for, In thofe 
days, the people of Europe were much fonder of fpiccs in their cookery, kc. than tlicy have 
been in later times. 

An Engliili aft of Parliament, cap. 2T. pafTed in the nineteenth year of King Henry VIT. 
for the advancement of the fmaller iilk mnnufaftiires in England, prohibiting the inijKTlation 
of any manner of filk wu'ought either bv itfeU*, or w'itli any other dud*, in ribbands, iaecs, gir- 
dles, corfes, and corfes of tilfues or points., upon pain of f irfciture of the fame. Alfo, on tlic 
VoL. II. B other 
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1504 Ollier hand, it (hall be lawful for all pcrfons, as well foreigners as Eiigllfli, to import all man- 
ner of other iilks, as well wrought as raw and unwrought, the above excepted. The reader 
here may plainly fee, that at this time there was no broad manufafturc of filk made in Eng- 
land, as my Lord Bacon alfo obferves, in his Hiftory of King Henry VIL under thisftatute. 

Another ftatute palled, cap. 23. for confirming To the merchants of the Hans in AI- 
** main, having the houfe in the city of London commonly called Guildhalda Teutonicorumy^ 
that is, the German merchants of the Steel-yard, all their ancient liberties, privileges, free 
“ ufages, and cuftoms, granted either by the Kings of England, or by the authority of Par- 
liament; and that all afts, ftatutes, and ordinances, made in derogation of their faid liber- 
tics, &c. be hereby annulled and made void.” The Englifli merchants increafing in iheir 
foreign commerce, Imd probably occafioiied the Hanfeatics to procure this confirmation of their 
ancient privileges, for which, poflibly, they might gratify the avarice of the monarch. 

In another ftaiq^e made in this fame year, cap. 17. fqr regulating the company of Ihcarmcii 
of the city of Norwich, it is, among other things, remarked, “ I'hat Norwich is an ancient 
city, wherein, time out of mind, has been ufed a certain craft called Iheanncn, for Ihearing 
<< 2l% well worfted^, Hamms, and fuftiaus, as alfo all other woollen cloth, &c.” I'his ftatute 
fhews us a genera! lift of their w^oollcn manufaftu res, which were even then fo confide r able*, 
cfpecially the thinner forts, that we find more Itatutes hitherto for regulating tlie faid maiiu- 
faftures in Norwich, and its neighbourhood of Norfolk amd bufiblk, than of any other part 
of England. 

The bye-laws made by corporations, or fellowlhips of crafts, guilds, and fraternities, were, 
at t\m time, found to be many ways againft the King's' prerogative, the common law of Eng- 
land, and the liberty of the fubjeft ; being, fays Lord Bacon, fraternities in evil. Where- 
fore an aft o-f Parliament, in this nineteenth year of King Henry VII. cap. 7. “ Reftrains the 
mafters or wardens of fuch fcllowftiips from making any new bye-laws or ordinances con- 
cerning tlic prices of wares, and other things, for their own lingular profit, until firft exa- 
mined and approvetl of by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, or King’s Juftices, on 
pain of forfeiting forty pounds for every fuch offence. 

An Englilh aft of Parliament pafled this fame year, cap. 5. for icftraining of gold and filver 
coins from being carried into Ireland, and Irifh money from being brought into England ; and 
for calling all clipped and diminifhed money into the mint ; — There was then a mint in lie 
land, though there is none at prefent, Wc have alfo the following extraordinary remark of 
Lord Bacon, in his Hiftory of King Henry VIL “Neither was it a fmall matter, that the 
“ mint,” i. the King, “ gained by thus recoining of groats and half-groars tliofe coins 
being, it feems, as large as our modern fliiliings and fixpences, which furely they could not 
be, if they were not of bafer alloy than the old fterling finenefs. His lordfhip alfo recounts 
many other ways which that King had of getting vaft fums into his coffers, even in time of 
profound peace; fuch as the extorting five thoufand marks from the city of London for con- 
firming their privileges ; his fubfidies, benevolences, and cafualtics ; the marriage-portion from 
Spain, &c. but thefe are foreign to our fubjeft- 
The following prices of provifions are from the Chronicon Preciofum, viz. wheat, fivefliil- 
Hngs and eightpcncc per quarter; ale and beer, ahnoft threepence per gallon; red wine, per gal- 
Ion, fevenpence and one-third. Now, as we have more than once obferved, tliat the prilre of 
wheat is, of any one article, the beft rule to judge of the rate of living, and as the other things - 
herein-named feem nearly to correfpoiid with it, — and, laftly, as money was then, near or 

*about 
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about twice the weight of our modern coins, we may conclude that the rate of living, at Uus 
time, was nearly about thrice ^s^chcap as in our days. 

1505 We have remarked, under the year 1497, that the ftatutc wdiich reduced the exorbitant 
freedom-fincs of the company of merchant-adventurers, did, at the fame time, by a ftrong im- 
plication, legally cflablilh the faid company, although the legal title or name of it was not 
then precildy fo called ; yet, in faft, they were, and had long before been, what this King 
makes them by his new charter. But King Henry VII, in the year 1505, being the twentieth 
ol his reign, confirmed by charter, to the merchants trading in woollen cloth of all kinds to 
‘‘ tlie Netherlands their former privileges,” And in this new charter of confirmation tlicy 
were now fii fi properly iliied, “ The fellow'lhip of merchant-adventurers of England.” 'I'licy 
had alfo licreby authority given them, “ to hold courts and marts at Calais ; provided, however, 
‘‘ that they exacted no more” as per aft of Parliament, ifi the year 1497, “ than ten marks 
of any merchant whatever, for his freedom in this fcllovvfhip, for Irading to Flanders, l>ra- 
“ bant, Holland, Zealand, and the countries adjacent, under tlie Archduke’s government ; 

hereby cnjoinir.g all merchant-adventurers, to come into the freedom of this fcllowlhip.” — 
AVliCcIcr, fecrctary of this fellovvfliip, in his vindication of it, under the title of A I’lcatife 
of Commerce, in quarto, piintcd in i6di, acknowledges, that at the period we have now un- 
der confiJcration, as well as in the reign of King Henry IV. the like complaints, as in his 
own time, were made by the clothiers, wool-growers, dyers, &c. againft this fcllowfiilp, viz. 
tluit they obllruftcd the free courfe of commerce by reftraints. “ Yet,” he adds, “ after due 
“ examination of the faid complaint, the ilFuc procured great favour to the company, and oc- 
cafioned ti^c enlarging of their former charters, Vv^ith an exprefs reftraint of all ftragglcns 
and intcrmcddlers,” that is feparate traders. And whereas the Eafterlings,” that is, the 
German merchants of the Steel-yard, at this time, had entered into the fame trade; King^ 
“ Henry VH. not only firiftly prohibited them from the fiimc, but Hkewife obliged the al- 
dermen of the Steel-yard in London to enter into a recognizance of two thoufand marks, 
‘‘ that the fiiid Steel-yard merchants llionld not carry any Englifli cloth to the place of refi- 
‘‘ dence of the merchant-adventurers in the Low Countries.” Neverthelefs, the complaints 
p.gainft the merchant-adventurers monopoly became afterwards much louder, as the manufac- 
turers increafed, and the general trade of the nation became more enlarged. 

Although, as we have already obferved, the way of reckoning by pounds, marks, and fliil- 
lings, as well as by pence and fellings, or farthings, had been in conflant ufc even from the 
Saxon times, long before the Norman conqueft, yet it is undoubtedly true, that there never 
was fuch a coin in England as either a pound or a mark, nor any Ihilling, till this year 1505; 
ihofc three coins being merely ideal money, or denominations or ways of reckoning for con- 
venience. But in this twentieth year of King Henry VIL a few filver {hillings or twelve - 
peaces were coined, being about the bignefs of one and a half of the modern {hillings, or forty 
out of a pound weiglit of filver, fair and broad pieces ;• but they have long lince been folcly con- 
fined to the cabinets of a few curious collcftors of fuch things. 

The Portuguefc now firft land on the ifle oC Ceylon : here they were {Irenuoufly oppofed 
by theMoors, who had Joiig before been fettled there, and who had fo long fuppJicd all Eu- 
rope with cinnamon, by the way of Alexandria ; yet, in the end, the Portuguefc got the bet- 
•ter ; and having fortified the principal ports of that ifland, they, in their turn, totally engrof. 

fed the cinnamon trade till the year 1639, when they were fupplantcd by the Hollanders. 

This fpicc w^as well known to the ancients, ever fmcc the commerce from Egypt to India was 

a praftifed' 
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praftiled; the ifland of Taprobana, which was probably Ceylon, being conftantly frequented 
from the Red Sea, not only from Auguftus Cajfar’s tin|e,,but probably long before; whereas 
the fprees from the Moluccas, and more efpecially the places producing them, were not gene- 
rally known at fuch an early period. 

1506 King*Hcnry VIL in the decline of his life, taking it into his head to think of marrying Mar- 
garet, Duchefs Dowager of Savoy, filler of Philip 1 . King of Spain, the marriage-portion 
llipiflated to be given with her to Henry, was no lefs than three hundred thoufand French 
crowns, of four Ihillings fterling each, or fixty thoufand pounds ftcrling ; but this match never 
took place, becaufc of Henry’s fudden ill Hate of health, — Foedera, vol. xiii. p. 129. 

The faid King Philip of Spain, who was fovereign of the Netherlands, and his Queen, on 
their voyage to Spain, being by ftrefs of weather driven into Weymouth, were by King Hen- 
ry VII. decoyed to Windfor ahd London, where they were entertained with much fealling and 
fplendour, when tWs marriage-contraft was concluded. King Henry VII. at the fame time, 
concluded a new commercial treaty with King Philip for the Netherlands, which treaty the 
Flemings termed intercurfus malus^ “ for that that there be fome things in it,” fays Lord 
Bacon, more to the advantage of the Englilh than of them ; efpecially, for that the free fifli- 
, ing of the Dutch upon the coafts and fcas of England, granted in the treaty of the year 

1406,” termed by the Flemings intcrctnfus magnus^ ‘‘ was not by this treaty confirmed.” 
This new treaty is, in fubfiance, as follows : — ‘‘ That whereas the Englilh, refiding in and 
trading to the Netherlands, had made grievous complaints of new and unprecedented tolls 
and duties laid on their merchandize there, contrary to treaties fubfifting ; and that there 
were alfu prohibitions of felling Englifh cloth in many places there ; alib that there were 
feizurcs made of Ibips and merchandize, and the imprifonment of their perfons, &c.” — Sec 
tjie Foedera, vol, xiii. p. 132. 

For redrefs therefore of all grievances on both fides, it was now ftipulated, 

** L That former treaties be confirmed, particularly thofe of 1495 I 499 >’’ 

of 1496 was artfully omitted to be named) “ except fo far as altered by this treaty, and all new 
tolls and exaftions utterly iboliHied. 

** IL The Englilh merchants may freely refort to Bruges in Flanders, as alfo to all the 
** other provinces of the Netherlands, with their Ihips, cloth, and other merchandize, freely 
to buy and fell. But, in the province of Flanders, and there only, they lliall not fell their 
cloth by retail, or in a fmaller quantity than an entire piece; neither lhall they be permitted 
“ cither to drefs or to dye their cloth'in the faid province of Flanders. 

^ III. For prevention of all impofitions for the future, a table of all the duties, fubfidies, 
tolls, and other payments, which may be legally demanded in either country, lhall be af- 
** fixed on the doors of tlie cullom-houfes of London, Bruges, Antwerp, Berg, Mons, and 
** Middleburgh.” 

In vol. xiii. p. 159, of the Foedera, we fee that King Henry VIL moft unjuftly, and pro- 
bably for his own private profit, granted a licence to Auguftini Qiigi, a merchant of Sienna 
** in Tufeany, to import from Flanders, •or elfewhere, thirteen hundred quintals of alum, 
and none elfe to import any, until lie lhall have fold off all his faid quantity ; provided, 
however, that neither he nor his fadlors lhall fell the faid altim at an higher price than^one 
** pound fix Ihillings and eightpence per quintal, or hundred -weight.” 

lii this year the ever-famous Chriftopher Columbus left the world. About which time 
fogar-cancs were brouglit from Brafil and the Canaries, and planted in the ifland of Hifparvola,. 

where. 
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1506 where, fays Herrera, many fugar-miHs were gradually crefted. Leave alfo was granted to all 
native Spaniards to fend merchandize to the Weft Indies j and it was allowed that even fo- 
reigners might trade in partnerfliip with native Spaniards, in Spanilh bottoms only. The 
Contraftation Houfe lately erefted at Seville, for the management of all the American cora- 
iiicrcc, was now enlarged, and its conftitution fettled. The Spaniards alfo, at this time, im^ 
proved tlieir pearl fifliery at the ifland of that name, and other parts of the Weft Indies. Be- 
fore the Brafil fugar (which, as fome conjefturc, was originally and fpontancoufly produced 
there, though others fay the lirft fugar-cancs were firft oarried thither from the Canary ifles) 
was brought into Europe, that commpdity was very dear, being only ufed in feafts and phyfi- 
cal iicccffitics ; honey being, till then, the general ingredient for fweetening of meats and 
drinks. 

1507 In the thirteenth volume, p. t6i, of the Foedera, there. Is a record, with the title of Dc 
TardonciUone pro AlercaViYibusVcnetiarum ; whereby ‘‘ King Henry VH. pardons, remits, and 
“ Icafcs to fix Venetian merchants, therein named, and to all other fubjefts of that republic, 

all forfeitures, tranfgrcflions, and offences committed by them before the firft day of Marcli 
ii\rlils year 1507, againft any afts of Parliament or orders of Council, &c. alfo all manner 
“ of ufuries, corrupt bargains, buying, felling, and bartering of wool, tin, lead, cloth, See. 

alfo all illegal entries at the Cuftom«houfes ; all payments of gold againft law, &c. all de- 
“ ceptions in the making of woollen cloth, and in ftrctching the fame ; all expoitations and 
“ importations of the before-named and other commodities againft law ; all changes,, 
exchanges, and rechanges,” (camhla^ excambla^ ctrecamlna) ** between the faid Venetians 
and others ; — as alfo mifprifions, confederacies, riots, &c, — all condemnations, pains of 
death, and all other pecuniary and corporal pains which they may have incurred, &c. — 
And we do hereby grant them our fccure peace, as alfo all goods and chattels they may have 
“ formerly forfeited, and which are in the cuftody of our officers, &c. to be reftored to tlicm, 
without their rendering any account.’^ Great and illegal grants having been made to thofe 
Venetian merchants, to the injury of our own traders, for King Henry’s private and imme- 
diate emolument, of which our people had made loud complaints, this grant or charter of in- 
demnification was therefore judged neceffary for fcrecning them from profecutions. 

“ Provifo, That the faid Venetians be not forgiven any debt due to us, for which there are 
written fecunties. 

‘‘ The King alfo grants licence to the Venetians to buy and fell, at London and clfcwhcrc, 
‘‘ in England, Ireland, and Calais, woollen cloth, lead, tin, leather, &c. with the Englifh,, 
“ Genoefe, Venetians, Florentines, Luccans, Spaniards, Portuguefc, Flemings, Hollanders,. 

Brabanters, Burgundians, German Hanfeatics, Lombards, and Eafterlings, and all other 
“ foreigners, as well as natives, for ten years to come. • 

Moreover, the King grants the fame privileges, pardons, &c. to all other ftrangers in 
England dealing with the Venetians there. And ff all this be not judged fufficient by the 
‘‘ Venetians, they ftiall have other more ample letters patent for that effeft. 

11 . Provifo, That the faid Venetians, &c. under colour of this grant, do not, within 
the faid term, import into England any goods from the dominions of the Archduke of 
Auftria.” This provifo was introduced to favour the privileges of the merchant-ad- 
venturers. 

By the Whole tenor of this patent, we fee how many different nations then traded to or re-* 
fided in England, the French and Scots excepted^ 


It 
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1508 negroes for that end into Hifpaniola from the Portuguefe fcttlements on the Guinea Coafts, 
and alfo afterwards for their fugar works, as we have already related. 

The Portuguefe in India, ftill under their great commander Albuquerque, take the. town 
and port of Goa on the coall of Malabar; and although its Prince Hidalcan foon recovered it; 
yet, in the year 1510, Albuquerque retook it, with the llaughtcr of feven thoufand of Hidal* 
can’s men. The commodioufnefs of its fituation, and goodnefs of the country, induced Al- 
buquerque to fortify it very much, and to make it the capital of the Portuguefe dominions iri 
India, as it dill is, its walls being faid to have been twelve miles in compafs, and many of its 
llruftures magnificent ; but it is long fince much decayed, both with refpeft to wealth and 
number of inhabitants, which fome fay arc reduced to twenty thoufand, of all nations and re- 
ligions. This able General Albuquerque, in order to breed up foldicrs, very wifely got the 
Indian maids made Chriftians, and married them to Portuguefe, that they might not always 
ftand in need of f^cih fupplies of men from Portugal. 

It is not our province minutely to particularize all the Portuguefe conquclls in India, where • 
by they gained immenfe riches and great glory to that crown and nation. It is fufficient for 
our purpofe in general to obferve, that they went on, from year to year, in difeovering more 
countries, even as far caftward as China and Japan ; and fouthward to the great Archipelago 
of iflands in the Indian ocean. They fubdued the kingdoms of Decan, Cambaya, and Gu- 
zaratte, with the forts of Diu, Surat, and Cambaya, and many other places and iflands for 
two hundred miles along the Malabar Coaft, and on that of Coromandel, and in the kingdoms 
of Bengal, Macaffar, and Malacca, and alfo the ifles of Timor and Solor, with the famous 
Molucca and Spice-iflands, befide the great ifle of Ceylon already mentioned. I'hcir con- 
qucfls and fcttlements, already related, on the north eaft Ihorcs of Africa, beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope, were alfo very profitable to them, where they traded With negro nations for 
much gold, brought from the far in-land countries to the Portuguefe fcttlements on the coaft. 
In Arabia Felix they once got pofleflion of Mafcate ; alfo of fcvcral ifles in the Perfian Gulpli, 
and the important town and port of Balfora at the upper end pf that Gulph. They, in brief, 
were become very formidable to all the Princes of India, many of whom they made tributary ; 
and as their fleets were very powerful and numerous, fo was their dominion on the Indian 
feas extremely arbitrary, infomuch, that no fliip whatever could fail thereon without their 
pcripiffion ; and if any did prefumc fo to do, they feized on fliips and goods, and imprifoned 
their failors : at the fame time, they almoft every where committed great cruelties and maf- 
facres on the conquered people, and thoughlj^^o expiate all tlieir crimes and enormities by 
building a great number of churches and monafteries wherever they became mafters. This 
great profperity they held throughout all this fixteenth century, and were conftantly incrcafing 
in power, fame, .and riches : yet, whoever well confiders the prefent ftate of the fmall king- 
dom of Portugal, will be difpofed to wonder how they got to fuch a pitch of grandeur and 
power both by fca and land, and b*y what means they contrived to hold it for near a century 
and a half, in fpitc of the emulation of their European neighbours : on which point, though' 
we do not here undertake to enlarge, we may however, eurforily obferve. 

T. That Portugal was then much more populous than at this day, and that its prefent 
feeble ftate, for want of manufafturcs, is owing to the former draining the kingdom of its 
people, for the purpofe of colonizing in Africa, India, and Brafil. 

II. That the Portuguefe conquefts were made partly over effeminate Afiatics, in warring 
-with whom they had great advantages, and no European rivals ; and partly over the milerable 

favages 



ijo*8 favages of'Bimfil an4 A&ia* iWsrly wwwqsainjted wttli fire-artilltiry, itd-n, warlike weapons, 
and the other European arts in making war. But when the Hnllandera once got to India, wo 
lhan fee hQW poorly thofe* mighty Pmtuguefe conquetom defended their numerous couquefts 
there and in Africa, , 

1509 The country ani monarchy of Rtuffia was now farther aggrMldized and ftrengthened by tlis 
conqueft of the city and territory of Pleftsow, till then an independent lordlhip, by the great 
Duke, or Csar^ Bafiiiqs IV.IlBto alfo conquered fremjtfae Poles the ftrong frontier town .of 
Smolenfho. As RuiCa had, lopg before this time, fallen under the fuhjeftion of the Crim* 
Tartars, and had been divided into nuny petty principalities, whofe Princes were tributaries 
to the Tartars, this Czar, Bafilius IV. by reducing and uniting many of thofc principalities 
under his fubjeAion, and by his other fucdkfsful wars againft the Ttrurs, has occalioned 
chronologcrs to commence the fucceflion of future Czars jof Rullia or Mufeovy from tliis 
great Prince, who fucceeded to John Bafilides, in tiie year 1505, apd died in 1533. 

This year is alfo remarkable for the death of Henry Vll. King of England. How different* 
ly foever his conduct or charafler may be animadverted on by various authors, it is enough 
for our prefent purpofe to conlidcr its coniequences in a politico-commercial view. We may 
therefore, with Mr. Echaid and others before him, jnflly remark, tlxat feveral laws made in 
his teign, and by bis influence, were ve^conducive to the advancement of agriculture and 
commerce, as particularly, 

I. By an a£t for the encouragement of hnlbandry, 41* rigni, 0|p. xix. See the year <489. 

II. ** By gradually,*’ fays Echard, putting Hops to the power of tire nobility, who bad 
“ lately railed fuch ftorms in the nation;” that is, partictdarly againft himfel^ leave was 
granted, as we haveieen, to all freeholders, who went with the King in his wars, to aBenate 
their freeholds at pleafure, without does for alienation. Which was a good means to make 
land efiates change proprietors the more eaiily and frequently, as the commerce and vKalth of 
the nation gradually incrcafed. See the year 149a. He wifely enougli coofideied the old 
maxim, dominium fiquUur terrum, and that King John’s Barons weie.<ofbn too hard for him, 
bccaufe moft of the lands were poflefled by them, or by thdr va^8;.and that as he himfclf 
had been railed by tire nobility, he might poflibly be caft down by them. Whjeh aft was re- 
newed or confiimed by one of the third year of lung Henry vIII. cap. i$tt. 

III. By an aft of his nineteenth year, cap. xiv. direfting a penalty for all givers of takers 

of any livery, or for any perfons retaining or being retained with another, during that King’s 
life, the nobility were de|>rived of their gM| retinues. This law was, indeed, but a more ex^ 
tenfive confirmation of the laws againft re{|{uners, more*^properly to be called retained than 
retainers, of gieat men, made in the reigns of King Richard 11 . Henry IV. and Edward IV. 
of which we deferred taking any nbtice till now ; for, by the gidat numbers of men, as well 
.knights and efquires as yeomen or common men, who wore the liveries and bats of the nobi- 
lity, and were at tbeir devotion in thole idle and lefs opulent times, they were, doubtlefs, be- 
come formidable to the crown, and thereby was formed the beft of the Engliih cavalry in their 
wart ; mote efpecially in thofe between ,the houfos of York and Lancafter : fo jealous a Prince 
therefoie, as Henry Vll, w**, would naturally employ fuch means to break the ftrength of 
the noUiM j and this Jaw taffivered the end yery^ell, fineo we hear very little of retainers and 
diveries ftom tliis time, In this only fenfe thmfote may He be laid to have altered the balance 
of ^ nation, as fome’' antfaOrs phrafe ‘it,, viz. in depmffing the nobility, and enabling the 
commons .freely m pqpclnde theit lands. But it Is An iStnoft uidverfal adaftake of our hifto- 
• VoL. 11 . . C riant, 
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1509 rians, 111 afcribingto him a kind of total revival of our woollen manufaQure, as if, according 
to them, it had been gradually funk and neglected ever fincc King Edward Third’s time ; the 
contrary whereof is apparent, from fo many a^s of Parliament, and fo many treaties with 
foreign Princes in the intermediate reigns, in favour of that manufafture, which not only 
profpered at home, but was conftantiy exported beyond fea in all thofc reigns before his time. 

^ IV. Forefeeing the bad confequences of the noble and great provinces of Bretagne’s being 
annexed to France, in a great mcafu re owing to his aHincc and pufillanimity, he had love 
enough left for his country, and for his own credit in fucceeding times, to induce him now 
and then, in his parliamentary fpeeches, earneflly to recommend matters of commerce to his 
people. “ This good Prince,” fays Hall’s Chrbnicle, ** by his high policy, marvcloufly en- 
riched his realm and himfclf, and left his fubjefts iiv high wealth and profperity, — as is ap- 
parent by the great abundance of gold and filver yearly brought into the realm, in plate, 
money, and bullion, by merchants palEng and repafling, to whom the King, of his own 
“ goods,, lent money largely, without any gain or profit* to the intent that merchandize, be- 
ing of all crafts the chief art, and to all men both moft profitable and ucceflary, might bo 
“ the more plentifuller ufed, haunted, and employed in his realms and dominions.” Thcfc 
laft lines are but a bare tranflation of what Polydor'^ Virgil fays of that King in Latin. 

My Lord Herbert and all other hiftorians agree, that this King left a treafurc of one million 
eight hundred thoufand pounds llerling, in fpccie, in fecrct places of^his palace at Richmond, 
he himfclf alone keeping the keys ; and as an ounce of filver was, at that time, coined into no 
more than forty-pence, 20mo rtgnl^ that fum was equivalent to Iv^o millions feven hundred 
thoufand pounds of our money in the real quantity of filver. “ This,” fays that noble Lord, 
was, doubtlefs, a greater fum than any King of this realm before had in his coffers, and 
foch as might be thought effcftivciy quadruple to fo much in this age that is, in the time 
of King Charles ll. Which ccmputaiion of his lordlhip is extremely moderate, when we 
have feen and confidered the rate of living at that time, when the ufual price of wheat was but 
five fhillings and eight-pence, or eight jSiillings and fix-pcnce of our money, per quarter, and 
ale not quite three-pence per gallon. 

Laftly, it is faid by various authors, that there were very few brick buildings, and fewer 
of ftone, in England, till this King’s reign, excepting the palaces of the prime nobility, ca- 
thedral, and parilh churches, and moft of the greater monaftcries ; the reft were cither the 
mud walls of the coUagers, IclTer farmers, and villagers, or elfc the timber and lath buildings 
in cities and towns : to which may be the manner ofhullding at that time, even many 

capital feats in the country, of which ferine very few lately did, and may poffibly here and 
there ftill remain, with ftrong oaken pofts, interlaced with bricks and mortar, which were of 
fuch fnbftantial duration, that, fire excepted, they generally lafted fcveral hundred years. 

In this firft year of King Henry Eighth’s reign, we have, in the thirteenth volume of the 
Foedera, p. 258, a ftill plainer account of the now improved royal cambium regis, or office of 
exchange, between England and foreign parts, in this King’s grant of that office to Sir 
Thomas Bolcyn, the father of the unfortunate Queen Anne Bolcyn, in the ternis following, 
viz. we grant to him the cuftody of our exchange at Calais, and alfo the cuftody of our 
“ exchange in England towards foreign parts ; be to take an4 receive of every perfon going \o 
Rome, or other foreign parts, either for devotion or for bufinefs, or whp fends his agents 
or attornies thither, or who may fend monies for payments, to be made,, all fuch fums of 
money as they are minded to fend ; and to deliver to them fufficient letters, or bills of ex- 
t change 
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1509 “ change to, the faid parts, as is cullomary, making fuch agreements for the faid bills as con- 
“ fcience, and the various circumftances of diftance, and other hazards, require, and to receive 
“ fuch funis out of the faid exchangings as arc due to us, he paying annually to us thirty 
“ pounds fix fhillings and eight-pence, and no more,” 

We find frequent orders made by crown againft making exchanges any where but at the 
faid royal office; yet the freqwncy of repeating thefe orders fuffiucntly Ihcw that they had 
been continually evaded. ™ 

Admiral James Columbus, fon of the great Chrlftopher, now fettled and planted the ifland 
of Jamaica, In the courfe of the next year, the adventurers fixed at N ombre de Dios in 
Darien, which was the firft town where they got permanent footing on the continrnf. In 
1511 they fettled on the great ifland of Cuba; and in 1512 they landed on Florida, In 1513, 
they crofTed the Ifthmus of Darien, near wdiere Panama was afterwards built, and now lirlt: 
difeovered the great South Sea, In 1515, John Dias de Solis landcc^at Brafil, and laded his 
two flhps with Brafil wood for Spain. In 1516, the Spaniards fettled at P.anama ; and, with 
iiicrediblc labour, carried thither over land, from the Bay of Darien, the timber, iron work, 
and rigging of two brigantines, which produced the fubfequent difeovery of Peru, &c. In 
1517 and 1518, the Spaniards difeovered, on the coafts of Yucatan and Mexico, manyftruc- 
tures built with lime and ftonc ; and it is faid that Montezuma, or rather Motezuma, King 
of Mexico, had ordered his officers to treat the Spaniards kindly, who already began to trade 
with them for gold, 5cc. All thefe matters, for the fpace of about ten years, we have curfo- 
lily thrown together, as not being very material to be enlarged on ; for as, in the various at- 
tempts of the Spaniards to make new fettlcrocnts, they met w'ith frequent loflcs from the native 
Indians, whom they often treated cruelly, as alfo from ftorms, and the change of cliifliates, 
fo, upon the w'hole,. it may be truly faid, that, until the year 1519, when they conquered the . 
empire or kingdom of Mexico, and thereby gained an immenfe fund of treafure, all their ex- 
peditions and fetticments, were rather honourable and promifing in future, than immediately 
profitable to Spaiir. 

It is well worthy of remark, how much England has improved in gardening, fruits, roots, 
and pot herbs within the tw'o lall centuries. In the fonner part of King Henry Eighth’s 
reign, it feems there were no forts of what we ufually call falads to be found in England, nor 
any carrots, cabbages, turnips, or other fuch efculcnt roots ; .tliat part of our food being then 
lent us from Holland anil Flanders : this circumftance we find aflerted in feveral authors, how 
much foever fomc moderns may be furpri||||d at it. And, according to the author of a labour- 
ed fcheme, printed at London in 1723, in 8vo. for relief of the poor, and for paying old debts 
without new taxes, “ even Queen Catherine hcrfelf could not, at this time, have a falad for 
“ dinner, until the King fent over to the Netherlands fora gardener, to cultivate thofe herbs 
“ and roots here, where wc arc now better fupplied therewith titan perhaps any other part of 
“ Europe.” * 

1510 In this year we find, by Meurfius’s Hifloria Danica, lib. a. pavs iii. that the Baltic Sea was 
much frequented by fliips from France, England, and Scotland; for King John of Denmark’s 
dominions being, at this time, invaded by a fquadron of Ihips from Lnbeck, who burned 

^feveral towns on his coafts, he, in his urgent neceflity, in order to get ready the beft fleet he 
could, prefled all the fhips of thefe three nations into his fervice. But the Swedes joining the 
Lubeckers, and King John thereby finding himfelf Hill inferior at fea to the Hanfcatics, pur- 
jjhafed Ihips of England, France and Scotland, his allks, at a great expence. So that, in the 

C 2 year 
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1510 year followmg, his fleet beca^Tic fnperior to thofe of the Lube.ckers aad Swedes; and now it 
ranges over the Baltic, takes all the Hanfeatic fhips it could meet with, burns the fuburbs of 
ot "I'ravemund, the port of Lubcck, and would have deftroyed all the thips there, had not the 
Luhcckcrs, in good time, drawn them further up into the town. The Daniih fleet next in- 
vaded the haven of Wifmar, burned its fubuibs, and carried ofF fourteen of their (hips : after 
this it deftroys Warnemund, and burns many villages belonging to Roftock and Straelfund, 
So great w^as the change for the worfe in the Ipace bf one year, with the Hans-towns, by 
^his great dilig'^nce of the Danifli King.' The Hollanders alfo arc, by other accounts, faid 
to have fent (hips to the affiflance of tlie King of Denmark ag.iinft the Lubcckers, who had 
taken eight of their (hips ; and,, in this war, the province of Holland loft fifty of their (lups, 
according to Penfionary Dc Witt’s Intercit of Holland. 

So great a plenty or cheapnefs of provifions was there in this year 1510, in the province or 
ides of Zealand, r^ccording to Meteranus, in his Hiftoria Belgica, lib. i, p. 8, publifhed in the 
year 1597, “ That the eighth part of a meafurc of wheat, a fat goofe,' a pound of butter, and 
“ apot of Poi( 5 tou wine, were altogether fold for fix divers.” An in(tancc of plenty of provi- 
lions, or, if the reader fhould prefer the idea, of the fcarcity of money, hardly to be paralleled 
in hiftory at fb late a periocl. 

My Lord Herbert, in his life of King Henry VIII. relates, that the famous Scotifh Captain, 
Andrew Barton, appeared in the Englilh fcas ; who, in revenge of his falher’s death, who had 
traded to Portugal, and other injuries done to him by the Portuguefc, had obtained letters of 
reprifal from his fovcrcign, King James IV. upon condition, fays this noble author, that he 
Diould not commit any piracy. Ncverthclefs, Barton feized on feveral Englifh barks, on 
^firctence of carrying Portuguefc merchandize; Scotland, fays Bifhop Goodwin in his Annals, 
being then at war with Portugal. Whereupon King Henry Vlll. fent out the Lord Admiral 
Howard agninft Barton in two large (liips, who attacked him in his two fmalJcr ones : yet 
Barton maiiitaincxi a moft cruel and obftinate engagement with the Admiral, and was fo dan- 
geroufly wounded that he died on the fpol, encouraging his men with his whiftle to continue 
the fight, till he dropped down dead. King Janies IV. was very much difplcafcd at tliis cap- 
ture, alleging that Barton wa^ no pirate, but his own Admiral; though for the prefent he 
thought proper to fmother his refentment. 

We have, in the thirteenth volume, p. 27c, of the Foedera, a new treaty of peace and 
friendfliip confcluded between King Henry VIII. and Louis XII. of France. All that relates 
to commerce therein is, > 

“ I, That all impolls or tolls laid on merchants or others, in either country, within the 
** laft forty-feven years, (hould be utterly aboliflied. 

“ II. That all merchants, even Venetians, Florentines, and Genoefe, may freely navigate 
“ the feas, armed or unarmed, either with their ownfhips, carracks^ and gallics, or with thofe 
** of other nations ; and that the V cnetians may freely and fafcly refort to England, and dc- 
part thence at pleafurc, during the term of this treaty, which was for both Kings’ joint 
lives, and one year after liiin who (hall firft dcccafc : aifo the Florentines and Genoefe 
might hereby freely refort either to France or England. Provided the faid Venetians do no 
** injury to the fubjefts of either King, in their going or returning. 

“ HI. That no letters of marejue ot reprifal be ilTued from either country, but folely 
againft the principals thcmfelves and their elFefts, and this not till jufticc has been inani- 
fdlly denied.” 
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Jmd. p-. 290, wc have the form of King Henry Eightii’s naturalization or denization of the 
famous Polydore Virgil, a foreigner} which, being exaftly the fame with one already exhi- 
bited under the year 1437, does not demand a particular repetition. 

About this time flourilhed the famous and eminent philofophcr and aftronomcr, Nicholas 
Copernicus, of Thorn in Polifli Prutlia, who travelled as far as Rome and other parts of 
Europe, for the fake of con verfing, with tlte moft famous men of the age, in relation to the 
true knowledge of the appearances, pofitions, and motions of the planets, fixed ftars, &c. fo 
ufcful to navigators and cofmographers ; and, in confcquencc of fuch enquiiies, he intro- 
duced fuch a new and excellent fyftem of aftronomy, as, with the various improvements fince 
made in it, remains univerfally adopted by all civilized nations to this day. He was born in 
the year 1473- 

■Whilft the Lubeck fleet, fays Meurfms’s Hiftoria Danica, is flying from the fuperiority of the 
Danillv one, in this year 1511, a fleet of Holland Ihips, homeward houn 4 from Livonia, con- 
lifiinz of no Icfs than two hundred and fifty merchantmen, and four Ihips of war, appeared in 
fi lit of the Lubcckers; who, it feems, thought this a fair opportunity to be revenged of the 
Holh'-ndcr? for invading the commerce of the caftern fea, which the Vandalic towns ftill vain- 
ly imagined they ought entirely to eiigrofs to themfclves, as they had, indeed, done for fome 
centuries pall ; for the old controverfies between them and the Hollanders, concerning the 
rights of commerce in thofe fcas, ftill fubfifted Sovaftaprizc, therefore, allured thofe mo- 
nopolizers of commerce to fall on the Dutch fleet, many of which they took, and others they 
burned ; the reft fled to Bornholm, where the viftorious Danifh fleet then lay ; and the Hol- 
landers imploring their afliftance for revenging the injury juft committed by ^he Lubcckers, 
the Danes readily complied, and purfued the Lubeckers, who, to avoid falling mtq| their 
hands, were forced to let go fome of the fhips they had taken from the Hollanders, and wcrc^ 
glad to elcape into their own port of Travemund, with a few of the Dutch ptizes ; the reft, 
which the Danes had recovered from the Lubeckers, they reftored to the Holland rs, who, 
notwithftanding, loft a confidcrable part of this large fleet. This event evidently proves at 
how early a period the Hollanders bad acquired a confidcrable fliare in the commerce of the 
Baltic Sea, and, at the fame time, how infolcnt it was in thofe Vandalic flans-towns, who 
■were alfo under the protedion of the German empire, to attack the fubjeds of the Emperor 
Maximilian in fuch an outrageous manner; we cannot, thcrefoie be furprifed that their down- 
fall was now approaching, for the Danes, at this time, rode triumphant through the Ralticy 
feizing on the Vandalic Ihips in every part of it. 

King Henry VllL having it much in his thoughts to revive the claims of the preceding 
Kings of England, on the kingdom of France, it will, we apprehend, be of no little utility 
for an Englifli reader, to learn how early fome clcar-fighted perfons at Court faw the ill ten- 
dency of the pernicious fehemes of bur making con.jucfts on the continent. The following 
obfervations are the fubftance of Lord Herbert’s opinions on the fubjed, viz. “ If, when ail 
“ Guienne, Anjou, Touraine, and, (for a long time; Normandy was ours, and when the 
“ Duke of Bretagne was our friend, and the Houfe of Burgundy an aflured ally and confede- 
“ rate, we yet could not advance our defigus in France, what hope is there now to attain 

“ them? Let it be even granted, that as many battles as we have fought againft the French 

“ were almoft fo many vidorics, what wa| this kingdom the better for them?— Had wc ever 
» a more glorious time than that of King Edward III. and was yet the country then ever 
“ more poor or wcjtrj of the wars?-— You will, in our records and hiftories, find, that the 

kingdom 
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1511 kingilom was then much cxhaufted of its tre^furc,” he might have added alfo of its men, 
and fliall we truft now to better days ? — Vvhat though, with our twelve thoufand or fifteen 
thoufand men, we have often defeated their armies of fifty thoufand orfixty thoufand, Hands 
it with reafon of war to expeft the like fuccefs Hill? cfpecially fince the ufc of arras is 
changed, and for the bow, proper for men of our ftrength, the caliver, or hand gun, be- 
“ ^ins to be generally received ; which, befides tlxat it is a more coftly weapon, requiroth a 
long praftice, and may be managed by the w'eaker fort. Let us, therefore, in God’s name, 
leave off our attempts agatnft the Terra Firma, as the natural fituation of illands feem not to 
fuit with conquefts of tliat kind. Or, when w^e would enlarge ourfelvcs, let it be that way 
we can, and to which, it feems, the eternal Providence has deflined us, which is by fca, 
‘‘ The Indies are difeovered, and vaft treafure brought from thence every day ; let us the^p- 
** fore bend our endeavours thitherwards, and if the Spaniards or Portuguefc fufFcr us not to 
“ join with theme there will be yet region enough for all to enjoy,” &c. 

The great and fine illand of Cuba, in the Weft Indies, was not entirely fubdued by the 
Spaniards till this year, when, it is faid, they had, by various cruelties and tortures, totally 
deftroyed the numerous natives. And as it never could be re*peopIcd in any rcafonablc de- 
gree by Spain, being fix hundred and fixty miles in length, it ftill remains, in a great degree, 
a defart to this day, imlcfs it be in and near the few towns they have in it, which likewife arc 
but poorly inhabited, excepting the famous town and port of Havanna, which may pofiibly 
contain near five thoufand Spaniards, cxclulivc of negroes, being about half the white inhabi- 
tants of this great ifland; fo that it would probably be totally deferted by Spain, were it not 
for its fituation, and more cfpecially for its very imporunt haven of the Havanna, at the north 
weft corner of it, that commands the entrance into the gulph of Florida, through which their 
treafure fleets muft neceflarily fail home to Spain. And as the Havanna has always been, and 
muft 'everbe, the general rendezvous of their fleets homeward bound, both from New Spain 
and Terra Firma, that is from Vera Cruz, Carthagena, and Porto Bello, it is juftly called 
the key of the Spanifti Weft Indies. This noble ifland produces tobacco that is much cftecin- 
ed, . excellent fugar, (though in no great quantity, for want of hands) ginger, long pepper, and 
many ufeful drugs, copper mines, excellent fruits and vines, timber of various kinds, vaft 
multitudes of black cattle, brought originally from Spain ; but there not being people fufficient 
to cat them, the Spaniards employ their negroes to kill them, as they alfo do in Paraguay, &c. 
purely for their bides, which they fend over to Spain in great quantities ! 

We find, by the mod laborious and judicious Hakluyt, in his fccond volume, tliat there 
was fome commerce from England, and in Englilh Ihips, down the Mediterranean Sea, as 
far as Chios, in the Levant, even as early as this year, but chiefly from London, Brlftol, and 
Southampton 

In the thirteenth volume, p. 311, 4 cc. of the Foedera, we read, in the league entered into 
between King Henry VIII. of England and King Ferdinand the Catholic of Spain, againft 
France, &c. that thofc two Kings ftipulate to have a maritime force fufficient for proteSing 
the maritime commerce of both natioiis, viz. each King three thoufand men, armed and c- 
quipped for naval war ; — King Ferdinand was to fend his quota of forty ftiips, fome of which 
^ were to be of three hundred tons burthen, and the rpft of fmallcr dimenfions down to one 
hundred tons, to rendezvous at Southampton, where Henry’s forces wire to embark, though 
his quota be not therein fpccified. Ferdinand’s pretence for drawing young King Henry, his 
fon in law, into a war for fupport of the Pope’s dominions againft; Chwles XIL of France, 

^(who, 
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1511 (who, being pofleflcd of Milan, had ajfo taken Bologna, 8cc.) was-thc conqqcring of Guicnne 
for Henry, which had been the ancient inheritance of the crown of England ; but all Ferdi- 
nand's views were folely for himfelf, viz, the conqueft of the neighbouring kingdom of Na-. 
varre by the help of the Englilh troops, 

15U The next year, {Hid, p. 326} wehavean indenture, in Englifh, between King Henry VIII. 
and his Admiral, Sir Edward Howard, much more particular, and which affords us great light 
into the manner of fitting out fleets for war in thofc times, viz. 

I. Befide the three thoufand men,” as in the preceding year above related, “ armed for 
fea war, there were to be feven hutidrod foldiers, mariners, and gunners, in King Flenry's 
fliip, named the Regent. The above three thoufand men confifted of the eighteen captains 

“ of the Englifli fliips, one thoufand feven hCindred and fifty foldicrii, and one thoufand two 
hundred and thirty-two mariners and gunners. 

II, The Adiiiiial to have, for the maintenance of himfelf in diet, and for wages, and rc- 
‘‘ w«ml, ten Ihillings daily pay during the voyage; and each captain one ihilling and fix pence 

per day,” or two Ihillings and feven pence of our modern money. 

“ III. The foldiers, mariners, and gunners to have, per month of twenty-eight days, five 
fiiillings wages, and five fliilhngs more for vifluals. 

IV. The Admiral undertakes to manage this armament for the before-named and follow- 
ing allowances, he receiving three months expence always before hand. Item, for the coat 

‘‘ of every captain and foldicr, four ihillings ; and of every mariner and gunner, one fhilling 
and eight pence. 

V. For the dead fliares of the faid eighteen Englifh fhips, the Admiral was to have as fol- 
** lows, viz. 


For the Regent, being of 

1000 

tons burden, four pilots, &c. 50 dead ftiarcs. 

For the Mary Rofe 

500 

34i 

** For the Peter Pomgranate 

400 

28 

‘‘ For John Hopton’s fliip 

4001 


For the Nicholas Reedc 

400 

► Dead Shares necdlefs to be named. 

For the Mary-George 

30 qJ 



The reft of theciglitccn fhips were, one of two hundred and forty tons, one of two hun- ' 
dred tons, three of one hundred and fixty tons each, one of one hundred and eighty tons, 

** two of one hundred and forty tons each, three of one hundred and twenty tons each, one 
“ of one hundred tons, and one of feventy tons. Moreover, for re-viftualling and wa- 
‘‘ tcring the faid eighteen jhips, (they arc here nineteen) the Admiral was allowed two cray- 
ers, viz. one of fixty-five tons, and the other of fifty-five ; in tiie former twelve mariners 
and a boy, in the latter, ten and a boy, bcfide their commanders: each of the mafters 
and mariners to have ten ihillings per month (as before) for wages and visuals. 

Vf. All the foldiers and failors to have fix pcn(;cpcr day for condu£t-money, allowing a 
day’s journey to be twelve miles only. 

** And forafmuch as our Sovereign Lord, at his.coft and charge?, vliftuallcth the faid army 
and navy, the find Admiral fhall therefore referve for tlie King the one half of all gains and 
winnings of the war, which he and the fleet, or any of them, fhall fortune to obtain in the 
‘‘ voyage, either on land or water; and alfo all prifoners, being chieftains, and one ihip royal 
“ of tw^ hmtdred tons or upwards, with the ordinance and appaixl of every prize to be taken 
by t^em/’ 


^ This 
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1512 05 * This EngliHi fleet was, by agreement, to guard the feas from the Channel to the 

Strcights Mouth of Gibraltar ; and King Ferdinand’s fleet was to perform the fame duty in 
the Mediterranean. It was about this time that fliips firfl: began to be reckoned by guns and 
tonnage jointly ; gunners being now, for the fiift time, mentioned in the Foedera. 

In this fame year, King James ’IV. of Scotland, equipped a fleet, (fays Rapin de Thoyras) 
which he intended to fend into France, under colour of prefenting it to Queen Aiinc, 

“ wife of Louis XII. But this fleet, in which was the largeft fhip that had yet been feen on 
the fea, was loft or di fabled by a ftorin, and the Admiral’s ill conduft.” King James’s 
real intent w^as to aid the French King againft his brother-in-law, . King Henry Vlll. of 
England. 

Whoever will attentively confidcr the gradual incrcafe of the trade, manufaftures, and peo- 
ple of England, muft, at the fame time, acknowledge, that in fomc of our afts of Farlia- 
ment of old, the true condition and ineceafe thereof was far from being fairly or juftly ftated ; 
being often egregioufly mifreprefented either in the preamble, or in the main bodies of fuch 
ftatutes i fometimes probably to anfw^er the temporary and finiftcr purpofes of men in power, 
and perhaps fometimes only from mere inadvertency and ignorance of the true ftate of the then 
prefent moment compared with former times ; proceeding alfo from a humour, always more 
or Icfs prevalent, of unrcafonably depreciating the prefent, and exalting former periods. Of 
this we have furely a pregnant inftance in a ftatute of the third year of King Henry VIIL 
cap, viii. inti tied, Of the Aflizing of the Price of Viiftuals when a Viftuallcr is Chief Officer, 
— that is, in a corporation. 

Whereas, by a ftatute, cap. vi. of the twelfth year of King Edward II. in the year 1319, 
entitled, No Officer of a City or Borough fliall fell Wine or Viftuals during his Office, it 
was enafted, ‘‘ That no officer, who, by virtue of his office, was bound to keep tlic affizes of 
“ wines and yiftuals, fliall, during his office, fell wines or viftuals, either by wholefalc or 
retail.” 

Now,” fays the firft named aft, fithen the making of which ftatute, many, and the 
moft part, of all the cities, burghs, and towns corporate, within this realm of England, 
be fallen in ruin and decay, and not inhabited with merchants and men of fuch fubftance as 
‘‘ were at the time of the making of the forefaid ftatute ; — for, at this day, the dwellers and 
inhabitants of the famc cities and burghs be moftly bakers,. brewers, vintners, fifhmongcrs, 
and other viftuallers ; and few or no other perfons of fubftance be within many of the faid 
cities and burghs at this day, able, to bear office within the fame, and to content, anfwcr, 
‘‘ and pay unto the King’s grace his fcc-farm, wherewith they, (/. e. the cities and burghs) 
be charged.” — How abfurd arc thefe words ; for, if the bulk of a city ihould conflft of fuch 
trades, it is ftrangc indeed, to reprefent the reft as perfons unable to fupportthem ! — “ It was 
now cnafted, for the cafe, comfort, and relief of the forefaid poor cities, burghs, and towns- 
“ corporate, — that whenfoever, ^nd as often as any viftuallcr is chofen to bear any office, 
which ftiould have the affizing and correftion for the felling of viftuals, that then two dif- 
creet and honeft perfons of the fame city or burgh, not being viftuallers, fhall be chofen 
by die commonalty of the fame city or burgh, which two perfons, jointly, with the faid 
officer, fliall be fworn to fet the alCzcs or prices of viftuals during the faid viftuallcr’s officew« 
-And then it fliall be lawful for the. faid viftualler in oflke to fell wines and viftuals by 
“ wholefalc and retail.” 

^ Pro- 
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1512 « " Provided that this afl fliall not extend to difchargc any minifter, (aforefaid) of 

“ the cities of London, York> and Coventry, for any wine or viftuals to be fold by retail 
“ within the' laid cities.” 

Now, will any one fcrioully believe, that, two hundred years further backward, and prior 
to the reign of King Edward HI. who firft gave the great and mofi advantageous tarn to the 
Englilh commerce and manufa^ures, the cities and towns of England were richer, or indeed 
near fo rlch, asat tins time, when the exports of the ixativc produft and manufadtures of Eng- 
land were greatly increaied, an infallible mark of increaiing riches, and that the moft part of 
the citieS' and tovrm of England - were .fiillcn into ruin and decay, fince the twelfth year of 
King Edward II f Certainly quite otherwife. It is rather to be fu\>pofed, that fome other 
latent reafon produced this law ; but whether it'was intended for the cafe of the other more 
wealtliy inhabitants of^ie laid cities and burghs, to bring back the maglftracy to the visual- 
krs, and perhaps alfo for fome other political purpofe, or for what other reafon, we lhall not 
abfolutely determine, any more than why York and Coventry, and not Briftol, Norwich, 
&c. though fuperior to them, arc, with London, the only places excepted out of this aft. 

And we have fufficient demonftration of the truth of what w'e have advanced by another 
ftatute, cap, viii For reftraining the Exportation of Woollen Cloths before they be fully ma- 
nufaftured, — wherein we find that the cloths called velies, rayes, failing cloths, Ac. which,' 
in King Edward the Fourth’s time, fold for forty Ihillings, were now fold for four marks, 
and two years after were fold at five marks, and that the prices of wool and workmanfhip were 
confidcrably advanced in about fifty years ; which circumfiance was folely occafioned by the in- 
creafe of commerce and people. 

In this fame year, according to my Lord Herbert, King Henry VIII. built the largeft fliip 
ever known in England before. It was built at Woolwich, which place is faid to have had 
the firft or oldeft royal dock of any place in England. This is the ftiip called the Regent, of 
one thoufand tons, already mentioned to be this year fitting out againft France.* The Scotifli 
writers, ncverthelcfs, affirm, that their King James the Fourth’s great fhip, already mention- 
ed in this fame year, and which had been built fix years before, was fo large and well con- 
ftrufted, that both the Englilh and French copied after it. 

An expked ftatute of the third of King Henry VIII. cap. i. merits a due remark. Its title 
IS,. Every Perfon that lhall carry over the Sea any Money, Plate, Jewels, &c. fhall forfeit 
the double Value. Plate and jewels are, in our age, deemed as much a commodity 
as any other merchandize, and fo is foreign coin and bullion. • And, in faft, the on- 
ly folid reafon for prohibiting the exportation of our own coin, is when (like our crown 
pieces at prefent) it happens to be too weighty; for it would be imprafticable to be continu- 
ally altering our coins, in order to keep pace with the current prices of gold and filver on the 
continent. Moreover, notwitliftanding this prohibition, we know that our crown pieces are 
melted down and carried -beyond f«i,fo that very few are to be feen current; which fhews 
that it is the intrinfic value alone of our coins which is at all times regarded, and not their no- 
minal value. • 

From this year we may pfopcrly date the commencement of what may be called an Englifh 
navy-royal, that is, a number of fiout .Ihips for war, aftually belonging to, and permanently 
cftablifoed by the Englifh crown for naiionkl defence ; King Henry VIII. bcirtgthe firft Eng- 
hfo Ki^who effeftually purfuedthis plan, and for that end firft formed a royal navy office, 
with commiffioners, &c. nearly as at prefent. He muft, indeed, be allowed, amidft all his 
VOI-.U. D wiU 
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1512 wild diffipations, to have employed great fums of money on his marine affairs, as well for the 
conftruftion of fhips of war, as of docks, yards, wharfs, ftorchoiifes, &c. Before his time, 
there was no permanent navy-royal ; but, on ordinary occahons, the Cinque Ports, as we have 
already fully explained, fupplied .the crown with a determined number of fuch forry ihip? as 
they had in thofc old'times : and on great emergencies we have allb feen, that all the maritime 
tojvns of the kingdom were bound, on rcafonablc notice, to fend their quota of Ihips and 
mariners for a determined time, commanded either by the King or his Admiral ; — fuch as was 
the fleet of King Edward III. at the fiege of Calais, in the year 1347, and other capital expe- 
ditions. 

Moreover, Bifhop Gibfon, in his Additions to Camden's Britannia, obferves, that King 
Henry VIIL in this fourth year of his reign, for the advancement and benefit of navigation 
and commerce, erefted a corporation for the bufinefs of examining, licenfing, and regulating 
pilots, for the ordering and directing of beacons, lighthoufes, buoys, &c. which is filled. 
The Corporation of the Trinity Houfe of Deptford Strond, and has proved of great benefit for 
accomplifhing the valuable ends of its founder. Another fociety, for the fame good purpofes, 

. he afterwards erefted at Hull, by the name of the Trinity Houfe at Hull ; and alfo another at 
Newcaftlc upon Tyne, in the year 1537, — ‘‘ Which three cftablifhments," fays Hakluyt, 
“ were in imitation of that which the Emperor Charles V. had erefted at Seville in Spain ; 
who, obferving the many fliipwrecks in the voyages to and from the Weft, Indies, occafi- 
onedbythe ignorance of feamen, cflubliflied, at the Contraftation Houfe, Icftures on na- 
“ vigation, and a pilot-major for the examination of other pilots and mariners : — he alfo di- 
refted books to be publifhed on that fubjeft for the ufe of his mariners.*' The King, by 
this charter, confirmed to the Deptford I'rinity Houfe Society, all the ancient rights, privi- 
leges, &c. of the lliipmen and mariners of England, and their fcveral poffefiions at Deptford ; 
thougl^tlie time of its particular coninienccment is not difcoverable at prefent. This corpo- 
ration, whofe powers, &c. have been fince confirmed and augmented by fucceeding kings, 
have alfo the power of appointing pilots for the King's Ihips, and for examining and fixing 
their wages, an-d for certifying their qualifications, and thofe of themafters of fhips of war ; 
alfo for clearing and deepening the Thames by ballaft hoys, with wliich ballaft they fupply the 
fliipping. They have alfo tlic examination of the forty mathematical boys of Chrift’s Hofpi- 
tal ; — they have likewife power to hear and determine complaints of officers and failors in the 
merchant fcrvice : fo that this corporation, more efpecially, is evidently of very great utility 
to the nation. 

That finery, or gaiety of apparel, was much increafed with the incrcafc of commerce in 
England, appears from an aft of Parliament of the fourth year of King Henry VIII. cap. vi. 
reciting part of an aft of the twelfth of King Edward IV. (not printed) whereby the Cuftom- 
houfe officers are prohibited to take any thing whatever for ftamping of imported cloth of gold, 
and cloth of filver, vaudekin, velvet, damalk, fattiii, farccnet, tariton, camlet, and other cloths 
* of filk, and of filk and gold and filver. It is in this new aft faid, that many times the mer- 
** chants do import, in one fhip only, three or four thoufand pieces of thofc merchandize, 
wliich** fays this aft, amounts to thirty or forty pounds to thofe officers, thus againft law 
ftill extorting two pence for the fealing of each piece.** ^ 

John de Solis, failing from Spain along the coaft of Bvafil fouthward, firft difeovers tl& great 
river which they named De la Plata, in thirty-five degrees fouth of the equatbi^, in the coun-^ 
try of Paraguay. 

King 
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1513 King Henry VIII. bent on war againft France, (fays Lord Herbert, p. 30, in his Life of 
that Prince) thought fit, in tlie hrft place, to clear the fca of the F'rench navy. He therefore 
fent out his fleet toward Brcft, confifting of forty-two fail, befide lefler barks, without fpccify- 
ing, as in the preceding year, (unlefs, indeed, they were the identical fleet of that year) their 
tonnage, guns, or rates; neither, indeed, with refpeft to the laft can we conceive that the rate of 
fliips had been as yet, nor even long after this time, brought into ufc any where in Europe : 
and his lordfhip, probably, would have given poftcrity the tonnage, and number of guns on 
the French fide alfo,'* had they been left upon record ; but either fo incurious, or clfe fo negli- 
gent, we know not which to call it, were the hiftorians of thofe times, that they have too of- 
ten neglcfted fuch matters, which, in our day, would be reckoned unpardonable ; whilft they 
often, with the greateft exaftnefs, entertain us'with a tedious detail of a public entry, or other 
trifling fhew or cavalcade. Mr. fiurchet, however, in his,Naval Hiftory, acquaints us, that 
the largcft of King Henry’s fhips, named the Regent, which, from laft year’s account, we 
know was of one thoufand tons burden, grappled (before Breft) with the largcft of the French 
Ihips, named the Cordclierc, which being accidentally fet on fire, occafioned both thofe fliips 
to be confumed, with all their crews ; the fight of which fo terrified the reft of the French 
fleet, which had juft come out of Breft Harbour, to the number of thirty-nine fliips, tliat they 
all retired again into that port, and fo put an end to this marine campaign ; though others 
give a very different account of this matter, and reprefent the French to have been fuperior to 
the Englifli fleet, which, after lofing their Admiral Howard, was forced to retire home. 

About this time, fays Mezerai, began the reign of the Cherifs in Africa, by one Mahomet 
Ben Hemet, who pretended to be defeended from his great prophet ; and having fanftified 
himfelf in the opinion of the people b.v'a tedious and long folitude, he animated them, with a 
furious zeal, to make war on the Chriftians, and on thofe Moors who had made alliances with 
them; and, through the afliftance of his two fons, he conquered the kingdoms of Fez, Mo-* 
rocco, and Trcmifen. • 

Under the year 1511, wc have obferved, from Hakluyt, that the Englifli began to have 
fomc commerce in the Levant Sea. Of this wo have now an authentic confirmation from the 
thirteenth volume of the Foedera, p. 353, where we find King Henry VIII. appointing one 
Jufliniano to be Maftcr, Governor, Protedtor, or Conful, of all the merchants, or other 
Englifli fubjefts in the port and ifland of Scio, or Chios, in the Archipelago, ftill poflclTed by 
the Genpefe, with powers, &c. for his governing them, and receiving the profits of his laid 
office. This ifle lies near the coaft of LefTcr Afia, not far from Siiiynia, and is celebrated for 
the drug called Maftic. 

The fame year. King Henry VIII. further confirmed the privileges of the Company of 
Merchant- Adventurers of England, with refpeft to their exportation of Englifh woollen 
cloths, &c. 

On the very next page of this thirteenth volume of the Foedera, we find King Henry VIII. 
entering into a league with the Emperor Maximilian, King Ferdinand of Spain, and Pope 
Leo X. againft King Louis XII. of France, under the fpecious fliew of defending the Pope 
and the Church, and agreeing to allow one hundred thoufand gold crowns for fupporting this 
pretended holy war. And, p. 381, in the fame year, he flipulates to pay two hundred thou- 
fand crowns to Maximilian, for his keeping up four thoufand horfc, and fix thoufand foot, in 
the Netherlands, for the fame purpofe as alfo fpr enabling Henry’s garrifon at Tournay to 
defend that place from the French. 

D a 
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A magazine and ftorchoufe for the royal navy is now firft crefled by King Henry Vlll. at 
Deptford, near London, where he had the year before creftcd the Trinity Houfe Corporation ; 
which place is fince become a large town, more populous tlian many of our Englifh corpora- 
tion towns, occafioned by the noble royal docks, ftorehoufes, dock yards, wharfs, &c. fincc 
crcfled there.' 

Kjpg Henry VIII. confidering how far the river Thames was expofed tp infults from foreign 
enemies, now crefted a platform of cannon at Gravefend, and another oppofite to it on the 
Eflex Ihorc, where Tilbury Fort was afterwards built. He likewife, to repair the lofs of 
his fine fliip, named the Regent, already mentioned, caufed another to be built, (fays Hall’s 
Chronicle) which was fuch an one as had never before been feen in England, and named it 
the Henry Grace Dieu ! 

Guicciardini, in his Defersption of the Netherlands, acquaints us, that the city of Ant- 
werp being, by iij! vaft commerce, grc.irly enlarged with new buildings, was now furronnded 
alfo with a new and more extenfive wall, being the fecond that had been built round that 
city. 

Notwithftanding the preparations made in the preceding year for a confederate and pretend- 
ed religious waragainft King Louis XII. of France, yet this thirteenth volume, p. 41a, of the 
Foedcra, gives us a treaty of peace between King Henry VIII. and him, for both their 
lives, comprehending alfo an intercourfe of commerce ; whereby it was ftipulated, 

“ I. That all duties or burdens on commerce, in both countries, impofed within the lafl: 

“ fifty-two years, Ihould be abfolutcly repealed, 

“ II. And that all foreign merchants, and particularly the Venetians and •Florentines, 

“ fliould be at full liberty to fail to cither kingdom, armed or unarmed, with their fhips and 
“ merchandize. 

“ III, No letters of marque or rcprifal, to be ilTued by either of the contraftmg parties 
“ againft any but the principal delinquents and their clFecls and abettors, and not even againft 
“ thofe, until jufticc fliall have been denied, after being formally demanded, 

IV. In another article of this treaty, for the two Kings mutually .to afiift each other with 
both land and fea forces ; the afiiflance by fca, on cither fide, was to be five thoufand armed 
men, ** with fhips fit for war, cannon, gunpowder, ftones, (laptdibus)'’ — for they had not as v.et 
difeovered the fabfication of iron bullets— “ darts, provifions, arms, and other nccefTaries for 
“ war, fuitablc to the number of men above fpccilied, at the cxpcnce of the party demanding 

fucli affiftance.” But here is no fpecification of the precife number, or of the burden of 
the fhips. 

“ V. Louis obliges himfclf to confirm to the Englifli trading at Bourdcaux, all the pi ivi- 
“ leges and immunities granted either by himfclf or his predcccfTors, Kings of France.” 

Ibid. p. 433, we learn, that the four hundred thoufand gold crowns, ftipulated for the mar- 
riage portion of Mary, fecond daughter of thg late King Heriry V 11 . to be married to King 
Louis XII. of France, fliould, as to the one half of it, go towards the lady’s equipage, gold and 
filver plate, jewels, cloathsj &c. and the other half of that portion was to be dedufled out of 
a million of crowns, which Louis, by another treaty With Henry, of this fame year, fibid. 
p. 428) ftipulatcs to pay him in ftvcral payments, for bis deferting the confederacy, already * 
mentioned to have been formed in the pieceding year againft Louis ; although thc plaufible 
pretence for this ftipulation was exprefled to, be, forfcveral old claims of the crown of England 
on that of France, 
t 


In 



29 


OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 

,i 

1514, In vol. xiii. p* 470, of the Foedera, wc may obferve, that a fmall lum Itill went a great way, 
For King Henry VIII. in this fame year 1514, makes not a little parade of his granting an 
annuity of twenty pounds for the life of Dame Jane Guldefordj widow of Sir Richard, “ in 
“ confidcration of her great and faithful fcrvices to his father and mother, King Henry VII. 
“ and Queen Elizabeth, to his two fillers, the Queens of France and Scotland, and to him- 
“ felf.” This twenty pounds was equal in quantity to thirty pounds of modern money ; and 
if wheat was no cheaper than in the year 1521, viz. twenty Ihillings per quarter, or thirty 
Ihillings of our money, then the rate of living at this time was about, or rather more than^ 
twice as cheap as in our days. 

In the year alfo, and in the volume and page above quoted, we fee the form of a manumif- 
fion, or of freedom, granted by King Henry VIII. to two perfons, viz. 

“ Whereas, originally God cieated all men free ; but afterward the laws and cufto.ms of 
“ nations fubjcAed fome under the yoke of fervitude ; — we think it pious and meritorious 
“ with God, to make certain perfons abi'olutely free from fervitude, who are at prefent under 
“ vilienage to us. Wherefore, we do now accordingly manumit and free from the yoke of 
“ fervitude, Henry Knight, a taylor, and John Erie, a hulbandmen, our natives, (/. e. our 
“ Haves; as being born in -our manor of Stokc-Clymrayflande, in our county of Cornwall, 
“ together with all their ifllic born, or hereafter to be born, and all their goods, chattels and 
“ land:, already acquired, or hereafter to be acquired by them ; fo as the faid two perfons, with 
“ thtii ifuie, Ihall henceforth be deemed By us and our heirs free, and of free condition.” 

Thus wc fee that this fiavilh cuftom of manors was Hill kept up in England, though, in 
moil tuber refpefls, much altered for the better. See the antiquity, 5 cc. of vilienage under 
the year 6co„ and alfo a preceding manumiflion in the year 1338. 

In th is fame year, the Chronicon Preciofum makes a mailer Ihipwright’s daily pay, with his 
diet, to be five pence, and without. diet, feven pence, an hewer, with diet, four pence, and 
without diet, fi-s pence, and an able clincher the fame. Whereby it appears that living then 
was 11 ill twice as cheap as in our days. 

J515 As wc have feen that England, five years previous to this time, had neither falads, cab- 
bages, turnips, nor carrots, but what were fent from the Netherlands, it is natural enough 
to fuppofc, that Denmark was fiill later in thofe improvements. King Chriftian II. in 
this ye.ar 1515, marrying I fabella, the, Emperor Charles the Fifth’s filler, fent for a parcel of 
Netherlandcis, her country folks, whom he fettled in the little ille'Amagvia, or Amagcr, in 
the vicinity of Copenliagcn, where they built a town called Hollander-dorp, and not only im- 
proved the Danes in gardening, cookery, &c. but alfo in trade and manufa^lures. 

Meurfius, in his Hiftoria Danica, lib. iii. obferves, that the Danes had, for a long time, 
complained of the arbitrary proceedings of the Hans-towns in commercial matters ; and parti- 
cularly, that when they carried their mcrcbandiic to tliofe towns for falc, the Danes were not 
permitted to alk what price they thought fit for the fame; but that the Magillratcs of thofe 
Hans-towns alTumed a power of arbitrarily fetling a fixed price thereon ; and thofe Magjftrates 
being generally merchants themfdvcs, took great advantage thereof, fo that the Danes were 
frequently obliged to fell at a lofing price, as they were not permitted to re-export their mer- 
chandize from thofe towns, after tlicy had once expofed it to falc ; but at bed, if not compel - 
•pclled to fell it at the price firft fixed or offered, they had no other remedy but to lodge them 
in the citizens warehoufes till the prices Ihould change in their favour. The great quantity, 
moreover, of corn, butter, fifh, &c. thereby carried out of Denmark, rendering provifions 

much 



30 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEliTrCTION 

A, D. 

1515 much dearer, and diflrefling the poor this King therefore direfted, that, for the future, all 
fuch merchandize Ihould be expofed to fale folcly at Copenhagen, whither alfo he brought the 
richeft merchants from other parts of his dominions. — Thus this Prince, Chriftiern II. though 
in other refpedts a cruel tyrant, (fpr which he was expelled anddepofed) brought Copenhagen 
to be the emporium or ftaplc for all Danifh merchandize, to the great detriment of the Van- 
dali^ Hans-towns, viz. Lubeck, Wifmar, Roftock, Straelfund, Stetin, kc. — This was one 
great blow to the commerce of the Hans-towns, whofe arbitrary proceedings induced other 
princes and Hates to adopt fimilar meafures ; and as men grew wifer by experience, it alfo put 
tl^em upon cftabliHiing manufafturcs and other branches of commerce at home, which gradu- 
ally brought on the further decay of tliofe Hans-towns, 

In England new meafures were projefted for the furtlicr prevention of frauds in the ma- 
nufafture of woollen cloth? ; and, by two ftatutes, (cap. viii. and ix.) the weight of thofc 
cloths is direfited to be afeertained, and orders made to prevent ftretching in their mcafurc, as 
well as Ihrinking ; and other regulations touching the wool, yarn, kc. And Blackwell Hall 
is firft named tlierein, as a repofitory for woollen cloths ; — though there can be no doubt but 
that its firft eftablifhmcnt was at a much earlier period. 

In vol. xiii. p. 525, of the Fcedera, there is a promilTory obligation of the fi crctary of the 
Duke of Milan, then a prifoner to King Francis I. of France, to Cardinal Wolfey, of ten 
thoufand ducats per annum, during the lif^ofhis mafter the Duke:— “ The firft payment to 
“ be made when the faid Duke fhall be delivered from his French troubles, and be fixed in 
“ his faid dominions.— And the cardinal fliall promife, that there flrall be a perpetual and in- 
“ violablc friendlhip between King Henry VIII. and his faid mafter.” 

I'liisis fo remarkable a tranfaftion, that though it docs not properly relate to our general 
fubjeft, we thought it worth remarking ; cfpecially as it is too ftiort, to interrupt our general 
I'ubjcft. The Emperor Charles V. and the French King Francis, both paid the Cardinal an- 
nual penfions, viz. the former three thoufand pounds Flemilh, and the latter twelve thoufand 
livres. 

In volume thirteen, p. 476, &c. of the Foedcra, a new treaty of peace and commerce was 
concluded between King Henry VIII. and King Francis I. in much the fame terms as that al- 
ready named in the year 1514, with Louis XII. iiow dead, viz. for both tlipir lives, and one year 
after, (the common manner of treating in thofe times) with an additional claufc againft the 
permitting of privateers of cithet nation to fet fail, without giving fecurity not to injure any 
of the fubjefts of the other contrafting party, and not permit them to fell their booty in the 
ports of either party, nor to fupply thehi with provifions. . 

3 id. p. 493, King Henry VIII. having complained to the States of Genoa, who were ftill 
fove.reigns of the ille of Scio, againft the new duty laid on the merchandize of his fubjefis 
there ; the Senate did not reply thereto until the year 1517, when they, in fubftance, acquaint- 
ed the King, “ That the heavy annual tribute which the ftate of Genoa is obliged to pay to 
“ the Grand Seignior, for being permitted to remain in the pofiTelTion of the ifle of Scio, oc- 
“ cafions their impofing the duty or toll which his fubjedls complain of ; wherefore they hum- 
** bly hope his Majcfty will not any more liften to the complaints of his fubjefts there, fince 
“ they arc no higher taxed than the other inhabitants.” — They add, “ that by the faid^griev-* 
ous annual tribute to the Turks, they have contra^Icd a debt of one, hundted and twenty 

“ thoufand 
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15*5 tlioufand ducats, which they can no otherwife difeharge but by thofe new tolls or dudes/* 
— Foedera, voh xiii. p. 589. 

In the fame volume, p. 520, of the Foedera, a new treaty of peace and intercourfe of com- 
nierce was concluded between King Henry VIII. and King f'erdinand the Catholic, for him- 
fclf as King of Arragon, and alfo as adminiftrator of the perfon and dominions of his daugh- 
ter Joanna, Queen of Caftilc, &c. the principal fubjeft of which is the fame with that of for- 
mer treaties with Spain; with this addition, That in cafe the (hips of cither party lliould 
“ thereafter chance to be wrecked on the coafts of the other party, the Magiftrates fliould fc- 
“ cure and fequeftrate the goods, &c. of fuch wreck for the proprietors, if within twenty 
“ montlis they fhonld make out their claim thereunto; and pcrifhable merchandize fliould be 
“ fold for the benefit of the right owiiQis : but if no claim be made within twenty months, 
‘‘ then the laws of tlie country, where fuch wreck fliall happen, arc to take place/’ 

Under this fugacious King, Francis I. of France, who came to the crown in this year, 
and reigned till the year 1547, Voltaire, in his Effay on the Age of Louis XIV. fays,. 
That trade, navigation, learning, and all the arts took their rife, but were all buried witli 
him.” 

1516 In this year King Ferdinand, furnamed the Catholic, departed this life at Madrid, which 
place (fays Guicciardini, in his Hiflory of the Wars in Italy) was then but an obfeure village. 
Spain, before the union of its feveral kingdoms, had naturally as many different capitals as 
kingdoms; but by its becoming the ufual rcfidence of Ferdinand’s fuccellbrs, Madrid, though 
ftill an open town without walls, is become a very great city. 

In Hakluyt’s third volume of Voyages, p. 489, he mentions a voyage made this year by Sir 
Thomas Port, Vice- Admiral of England, and Sebaftian Cabot, from England to the coafis 
of Braiil, and other parts of South America, by order of King Henry Vlll. yet he gives us 
no particulars of it. 

In many different periods, we find the Hanfeatic hiflorians almoft conftantly complaining, 
and particularly the Lubeckers, of the violences committed by tlie Danes. For inllancc, in 
the year 1507, the King of Denmark, juft after having concluded a peace with the Hans-towns, 
Icized on nine Lubeck merchant fhips, richly laden from Riga. On the other hand, the 
Danilh hiftorians paint the Hans-towns, and cfpecially Lubeck, ^ in very odious colours, and 
as being the continual and implacable enemy of Denmark; but, as at this diftanceof time, we 
are not well able to judge of the grounds of many of their quarrels, fince bothfides fet off their 
own caufc to their refpeftive advantage, wc fhall not determine upon the matter, any further 
than hiftorically to relate, that this remarkable feizure produced an eight-years war between 
them, which did not end till this year 1516 ; — during which fpace the city of Hamburgh alone 
carried on a trade with Norway and Denmark, without any regard to Liibcck, and the other 
Vandalic cities at war with that crown ; by which attention to its interefts, and by its trade 
with England and the Netherlands, (fays the Hanfeatic hiftorian, Angclius a Werdenhagen, 
vol. i, part 3, cap. 17) Flamburgh very greatly increafed in wealth and profperity, 

Wc have, in the thirteenth volume, p. 533, of the Frrdcra, a renewal of the intercourfe of 
commerce between England and Charles, fovercigii of the Netherlands.' \ 

And in p. 539, that intercourfe was renewed for five years to come, wiien it was further 
ftipulated, 

“ I. That the Englifli, carrying their merchandize to Antwerp, which is in the province 
of Brabant, lhall not tliere be obliged to pay the tolls of Zealand ; neither^ when they carry 

their 
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1516 “ their merchandize to Bergen-op-zooro,” (it is Bcrghes in the original, and may poflibly be 
intended for Mons, the Dutch name of that city) “ or to Middelburg, ftiall they be obliged 
“ to pay the tolls of Brabant, 'but folely thpfe of Zealand. 

“ II. That the merchants of either country fliall not make by-laws and ftatutes ' amongft 
“ themfelvcg, for agreeing not to buy the goods of certain towns or perfons of the other 
“ country ; neither Ihall either lide let a fixed price , on the merchandize of the other fide, at 
““their fairs and markets, but sdl perfons &a}l be fi:Be on both fides, to buy and fell as they 
“ beft can. 

“ III. Lallly, within one year from the date hereof, a lermal ci^^efs lhali be held, for 
“ terminating of all complaints of the fubjefts of both princes, eidier general or particular, 
“ relating to tolls, cuftoms, the Itaplc, &c.” 

Thus were the traders of England and the Netherlands perpetually - complaining and treat- 
ing about grievances ; and yet both parties found it their intereft to go on trading witlr each 
other, as we have before remarked. 

This year put an end to the famous monarchy of the Mamelukes in Egypt, after it had lafted 
upwards of three hundred years. It feems, thatCampfon Gaurus, theirfifteenth monarch or 
fultan, had, about or foon after the year 1501, unhappily joined with Ifmael, Sophy of Perfia, 
againft Selim I. the Turkilh emperor, who proved too hard for tliem both, and found means 
to dethrone and kill Tonombeius, the fon of Campfoii Gaurus. The Mamalukes, however, 
made a rcllftance to the power of Selim for fome years after ; yet he at length reduced, firft, 
the port towns of Syria, as Tripoli, Sidon, &c. and next the city of Damafeus. Laftly, he 
fubjeacd the entire country of Egypt, after taking the vaft city of Cairo, in this year 1516. 
This was a great blow to the balance of power in the Eaft, by throwing two fuch noble coun- 
tries as Syria and Egypt into the fcale of the Turkilh empire, already too ponderous ; fo that 
the Sultans were, for the future, the more enabled to give the law in the Levant fcas, and to 
diftrefs the commerce and territories of Venice and Genoa in thole parts, as they foon after 
- efFeftually did. It alfo gave them the dominion of both fides of the Red Sea, arid down loutli 
weft to the coaft of Africa without that fca, and fouth eaft on the Arabian Ihore. It likewife 
gave the Turks the means of going by fea to the Eaft Indies, to the great annoyance of the 
Portuguefe in thofe parts, as may be feen in the hiftories of tlieir Indian conquefts. 

Under the year 1489, we have exhibited my Lord Bacon’s folid reafons for a law made in 
that year, (fourth Henry vii. cap. 19) “ againft decaying of houfes of hulbandry, or not lav’ 
“ ing of convenient land for the 'maintenance of the fame,” to which therefore we now refer 
the reader. The fame evil, it feems, flill prevailed ; — that is, much arable land was inclofed 
and turned into pafturc, A frelh law therefore was made in the fourth year of King Henry 
VIII. cap. v. importing, “ that whofoever decayeth any town or houfe of hufbai^y, or doth 
“ convert tillage into pafture, lhali forfeit to the Lord of the Fee half the prolR thereof.” 
Yet this not being thought fuffi^ent, the very next ( 1 , e. the prefent) year, an aft of the fe- 
venthof this King, cap. i. was made “ That if any perfon iKaU decay a town, a hamlet, or 
“ houfe of hulbandry, or convert tillage into paftare, the immediate Lord of the Fee lhali 
“ have the moiety of the olFender’s land until the offence be reformed,” which title of the aft 
is the fame at that of the preceding year ; and although we have nothing but the titles of atl 
the three in the printed a^^ yet they fufficiently Ihfcw the huihour of people in thofe times 
in favour of pafturage, anowe fenfc which the l^ifiature had of the danger of fuffering it to 
incrcafe. 
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1516 The city of Antwerp conftantly increafing in wealth and commerce, and the city of 

as conftantly declining, fuch foreign merchants, as had not before quitted tlic latter city, ic- 
moved in this year 1516, to Antwerp; the Englilh had removed thither in the preceding year : 
fo there now only remained a few Spaniards at Bruges; yet the ftaplc for Englifli wool was 
not as yet removed thence. 

We have feen, under the year 1509^ that King Ferdinand the Catholic, by erecting a fort 
on the fmall ille fronting the city of Algiers, kept the Algerines from piratical cxcurfions till 
his death, which happened in this year 1516. On which event they tookfrcfli courage, and 
to get rid of the Spaniards alraoft at any rate, called in to their aid the famous BarbarofB, who, 
in the year 1504, had beeri the lirft of any Levanfine or Turkiih pirate that ventured to cruize 
fo far weft as the c»afts of Italy and Spain ; the piratical cruizing on which coafts having been 
till then folcly carried on by the Moors of the Barbary Shofes, who hitherto had no depend - 
ance on, nor connexion with the Ottoman Porte or Levantine Turks .• But ilarbaroUa’s un- 
daunted courage and Heady conduct gained him fuch fame and conquefts, that, from a fmall 
lingic galliot, he arrived to the command of a large fquadron or Hect ; and, from having been 
a potter’s fon, came at length to be King of Algieis, after having, before this year, obtained 
the fovercignty of a finalkr dominion on the fame coaft of Barbary, Barbaroila joyfully ac- 
cepted of the invitation of the Algerines. We have feen, that molt of the Moors, who had 
been expelled from Spain, after the conqueft of Granada, in the year 1492, had fettled in the 
Moorilh tourns of the oppofitc fhorc of Carbary, where they vow^ed irreconcileable eninitv and 
revenge ngainft Spain ; and, for thofe ends, kept a dangerous, but very private, correfpondence 
wMth fuch Moors as ftill remained in Spain, many of whom they fecretly drew over to l;ar- 
bary. It was now therefore much caller for Carbaroila to gain the fovercignty at Algiers, 
more cfpccially as he had got with him .above one thoufand Levaiuine Turks, who, having 
heard of his fucccllcs, tlocked to ferve under him; and as they were, from time to time, le- 
inforccJ by more of their countrymen, tlicy there kept the city of Algieis in perpetual iu\c ; 
and tliu:.; Jic aiftually was inaugurated King of the city and territory of Algiers, 

517 King Chailes of Spain, however, now fends out a rtcer, and a land army of above ten tliou- 
fund men, for the attik:k of Algiers, and for reftoring of their young King, Salem’s fon ; yet, 
by the condud of Carbarolia within that city, and the tempcll they nu t with on the fca, -both 
Hcct and army were almoft all deftroyed. Aiuhthus did Barbaroila lirft introduce the power 
and influence of the I'urks into that part of Barbary ; although, during liis own life, he never 
owned any fuch dependence on the Grand Seignior as the Deys of Algiers acknowledged after- 
wards ; yet, as Barbaroila was, the lame year, purfued by the Spanilh Governor of Oran, in 
his liight from I’rcmifen, he was on that occafion flain ; whereupon, t!ic Algerines elected 
tleyiadin, Barbaroffa’s brother, for their King. He was the fiift who dirctfliy put liimfdf 
and f||t;efls under the proteftion of the Ottoman Porte, who very gladly granted it, and fciit 
two thoufand Janidaries wMth a commiirion to Heyradih, conlljtuting him tlie Grand Sc!'>- 
nior’s Bafla or Vice-Roy of Algiers, as the moll probable means, in Heyradin’s opinion, for 
protefting Algiers from the attacks of Spain. 

Four Portuguefc Ihips, attended by four Malayan llnps, 4 ail from Malacca for China, with 
an amhaflador for the Chiuefc Emperor, who journeyed from Canton to Pekin, all the vtay 
ofer land. 

'Phe firft account we have of the grand cod filhery on the^aiiks of Newfoundland was in 
this year, when, according to Hakluyt’s third volume, p. 499, but Herrcia lays two wars 
•VoL. II. E lij.r 
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1517 later, an EnG;lifli fliip of two hundred and fifty tons arrived at the ifland of Porto Rico, pre 
tending flic came with another to difeover a paffage to Cathay, and had been at Newfound- 
land, where there were fifty Spanifli, French, and Portuguefe Ihips on the fiflicry. From 
thence the faid fhip failed for. Hifpaniola, but being fired at from the caftle, it returned to 
Porto Rico ; and after its departure from that ifland was never heard of more. 

^ So great an event, and fo fraught with fuch interefting confcquenccs, as the reformation of 
a great part of Chriftendom from popery to. proteftantifm, cannot altogether be palTed over in 
filence for many obvious rcalbns ; yet, as ecclefiaftical hiftory is notour province, it will be 
fuflicient for us briefly to obferve, under this year 1517, that Pope Leo X. being, or feeming , 
to be alarmed at the conqueft of Syria and Egypt from the Mainalukes, by Selim the Grand 
Seignior, iis related under the preceding year, publillKd a crufadc againft the Turks ; and, for 
that apparent end, publiflicd his indulgences all over Chriftendom, which were fo fliamefully 
difpofed of in Germany, that the benefit of them were even to extend to the dead, w’hofc 
fouls, upon payment by their heirs, &c. of a fum of money, were immediately to be redeem- 
ed out of purgatory : and Guicciardini, in his wars of Italy, relates, that thofe powers for re- 
leafing of fouls out of purgatory were openly played for in taverns* Which fcjindalous pro- 
ceedings excited Martin Luther, a monk, and profefTor of divinity at Wirtemburg in Saxony^ 
to attack the papal power, and being fupported in that defign by Fiedcrick, EIe£tor of Saxony, 
&:c. a reformation of religion was gradually brought about in feveral kingdoms and ftates of 
Europe. Which great event has proved very beneficial to thofe particular countries wherein 
proteftantifm has been firmly eftabliflied ; fince, by fupprejfing the idle drones in the convents, 
and putting a ftop to the great fUms annually remitted to Rome, and carried to other parts for 
pilgrimages, &c. their people are more incrcafed and more profitably employed for the general 
benefit; while tlieir money, before fo unworthily diiTipated, is now employed in trade and 
commerce. Much more might be faid on this fubjeft, to flicw the many benefits which liavc 
accrued to thofe particular countries which embraced the reformation of religion ; but as tliefc 
general remarks may be fufficient for our prefent pnrpofc, we fhall leave our readers to fupply 
the reft, as their feveral inclinations fhall direft them. 

1518 On May-day, 1518, there was a fhameful riot committed, fays Mall in his Life of King 
Henry VIII. p. 62,.by the London apprentices, fervants, watermen, and priefis, againft foieign- 
ers, by pulling down and rifling their’ houfes, See. The complaints againft them were. 

That there were fuch numbers of them employed as artificers, that tlie Englifh could get no 
work — 'riiat the Englifh merchants had little to do, by rcafon the mcrchant-ftrangers bring 
“ in allfilks, cloths of gold, wine, oil, iion, he, that no man almoft buyeth of an Englilh- 
man — They alfo export fo much wool, tin, and lead, that Engliih adventurers can have no 
living — That foreigners compafs the city round about, in Southwark, Weftn^fter, Tem- 
pie-bar, Holborn, St. Martins Le Grand, St, John’s-ftrect, Aldgatc, TowcWiill, and St. 
‘‘ Catlicrines ; and they forcftall the market, fo that no good tiling for them comclh to the 
“ n'arket, which arc the caufes that Englifhmen want and ftarve, whilft foreigners live in 
“ abundance and pleafure — That the Dutchmen bring over iron, timber, and leather ready 
“ manufaftured, and nails,* locks, bafkets, cupboards, ftools,* tables, chefts, girdles, faddles, • 
“ and painted clotViS.^’ 7 ’hcfe accufations throw feme light on the commercial condition bf 
London at this time. ** ^r. Bele’s Spital fermon bn Eaftcr Tuefday had greatly incrcafed the 
** people’s jcalotify of foreigners. I faw, (faid John Lincoln, the chief inftigator of the pco- 
pic; on a Sunday this Lent, fix bundled foreigners fliooting at the poppinjay with crofs 

** bows.’^ 
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bows/’ This riot was over by dawn of day, called Evil May-day, Several of thofe rioters 
were hanged, and the King pardoned the reft. The pretended crimes of thofe foreigners 
were probably their working cheaper, and being more induftrious tlian our own people, whofc 
cxclufivc privileges within the city, kept the foreigners in thofe out-parts already named out 
of the freedom ; thereby getting much of the trade, See. from the freemen. 

A treaty was now concluded between King Henry YlII. ai\d Francis I. the French King, 
for the marriage of Mary, Henry’s daughter, with the Dauphin of France, wherein Henry 
ftipulates to pay three hundred and thirty thoufand crowns, of thirty -five fols tournois each, 
as the lady’s portion ; but it did not take place. Foedera,. vol. xiii. p. 632. 

And, in the fame page of the fame work, we have a treaty, in which Henry ftipulates to 
deliver up to Francis the city and territory of Tournay, with Mortaguc and St. Aniandc ; for 
which Francis agrees to pay him fix hujidred thoufand cuowns, of tliirty-fivc fols tournois 
each, at fevcral diftaiu payments. , 

By the following commercial, or rather maritime or marine treaty, in the fame thirteenth 
volume of the Feedera, p. 649, between King Henry VIII. and King Francis I. the title of 
which is Tvatlaiua Depredationist it appears that there were, in tliofc times, many violences, 
robberies, and piracies committed on the fcas of Europe. For the prevention whereof it was 
iiow ftipuJated, 

I. That, at I.ondon, the Admiral, Viccr/Vdmiral, and Mafter of the Rolls, for England; 
“ and at Rouen, the like officers for France; fliould reciprocally be the judges of fuch enor- 
mi ties. 

‘‘ il. The fccurity which mafters and owners of fliips gave, by former treaties, on their 
fetting fail, not to injure the fubjefts of the other contrafting party on the foas or in port, 
was, I)y this treaty, made general, viz. that they fliould not injure any nation whatever. 

111. Ships, on their return home, are to undergo a ftrift examination, and to give a juft 
account haw they come by any fliips, merchandize, or prifoners, which they may here- 
after bring home by way of booxy.” 

Since all the powers of Europe have adopted the mode of keeping up both a ftanding 
maritime and land force evevi in times of peace as wcH as . in war, fliCh piratical violences 
amongft nations iu amity arc ccafcd, becaufe they would be fo eaCly detefted, and fo fpeedily 
punifliecl. 

And here it may be proper to remark, that, in almoft all the general treaties between Eng- 
Jand and France, for about one hundred years backward from this time, England, along with 
fuch other powers as arc comprehended by her in thofe treaties, generally has comprehended, 
as ihc now exprefsiy compujhcnds, the community and Society of the Teutonic Hans, cont^ 
.munitas et foeietas Hanfa * 9 Lcutoniea. 

may alfo remark, that King Henry VIII. w^as the firfl; King of England that had any 
correfpondence with the Swifs Cantons, whom be liicrcforc generally comprehends in his 
treaties, under the title of the Helvetic Lords, (Domini Hclvetiit Jive SuetenJesJ 

In this year, according to Thuanus, lib. 51. ♦‘ fourteen of the Hans^towns were cut off 
“ from their general confederacy,” for irregularities, doubtlcfs, in their conduit. He adds, 
‘howcvei:, “ that there dill remained, till his time, fixty-fix cities in that confederacy, viz. 

fix Vandalic cities, eight of Pomerania, fix of Pruffia, three of Livonia, thirteen Saxon 
“ cities, ten of Weftphalia, feven of Clcvcs or Marck, thiilfee of Overyffcl, feven of Guclder- 
land, and three of Eriefland.” By which account, there muft have been in all eighty 

E 2 Hans-towns 
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1518 Hans-towns in that confederacy; yet we have fecn that their own hi ftoriographer, Werden^ 
hagen, makes but fixty*four cities, who ever paid annual contributions for the cxpencc of 
that confederacy. Sec the year 137.0. 

In the fourth Parliament of King James V. the Scotifli Parliament pafled an aft, with pro- 
per ggnaltics, againft thofe who ncgleft to plant woods, hedges,,, and fences ; though this, like 
former laws for the fame# purpofe, has never been well executed, even to the prefent times: 
but they are in our days fetting elFcftually, though but gradually, alK)Ut what tlieir own lla- 
tutes long fince enjoined them to do. 

1519 The Spaniards proceeded in their difcoverics on the continent of America, and particulaily 
on the coaft of what is fiill called Terra Firma, Darien, &c. although, as elfcwhere obferved, 
what with ftorms and fliipwrecks, and the refiftance of the native Indians, it may be thought 
doubtful, whether, upon the whole, they were really gainers till after the year 1519; when 
the Emperor Charles V. King of Spain, received news of the difeovery and commencement 
of the conqueft of the famous Indian empire of Mexico by Hernando or Ferdinando Cortes ; 
who, failing, in the year 1518, from the tfle of Cuba, with about four hundred foot foldicrs, 
fevcix fmall cannon, and fifteen, fomc fay fifty, horfemen, laid the foundation of a very great 
dominion for Spain in America, by the immenfe treafures which, to this day, , arc annually • 
brought from America into Spain, more efpccialJy after they had from Mexico invaded Peru, 
Paraguay, and Chili fouthward, and New Mexico northward. “ 'The mention of tins par- 

tlcular/’ fays Mr. Rapin very judicioufly, in his Hiftory of England, “ is the more necef- 
fary, as it was the gold and filver wherewith the new world furnilhed Spain, that contribut-» 

“ ed moil to render Charles V. fo powerful as he will hereafter appear; befidcs, money grow- 
“ ing more plenty by the trade carried on by other countries with Spain, the reader muft not 
** be furpriicd hereafter to find more numerous arnfics, greater magnificence in Princes' 
Courts, and the dowries of Princeffes much larger than before.” 

Ferdinand Magellan, whoJiad ferved under Albuquerque, the great Portuguefe Commander 
in Eaft India, having, through fomc difeontent, entered into the fcrvice of Spain, now fig- 
nified to the Emperor Charles V. King of Spain, that, by the imaginary line of divlfion, or 
partition, which King John of Portugal had agreed on with King Ferdinand and Queen Ifa- 
bella, all the Banda and Molucca Iflcs muft fall to the ftiare of Spain, of which rich ifles he 
propofed to him to make a compleat difeovery, by a bold and till then unheard-of navigation 
weftward. The Emperor joyfully embraced his propofal, giving him five fhips and three 
hundred men for its execution ; yet, through ftorms, f^arcity of provifions, &c. he did not 
get through that famous ftreight, to which his name was thereupon given, till November 
1520 ; failing from thence by the Ladronc Ifles, he arrived at the Iflcs which he called the 
Philippines, where he loft his life in a flcirmilh ; but the fhips failed on for Tidore, one of 
the Molucca Ifles, where they arrived on the twchty-^feventh month after their firft fetting out 
from Spain, and where (contrary»to what the Portuguefe had given out, to deter others from 
coming thither) they found the fca one hundred and two yards in depth ; though the Portu- 
guefe had, as fomc write, fpread reports of its being fo fliallow, that there was no navigating 
it, (they fhpuld have faid, except by Portuguefe) befide continual darknefs, rocks, &c. Here 
the Spaniards firft tafted the fpiecs at their fountain head, and traded with the Kmg and peo-« 
pic of Tidore for them, in exchange for their own cargo of clothe glaffcs, &c. to a vaft profit; 
from thence they returned iidmc, with only one of their fhips, by the Cape of Good Hope, 
one fhip being taken^^by the Portuguefe, and the other left leaky, and arnv|fd at Scvillejn Sep- 

Icmbcr, 
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1519 tembcr, in the year 1522; liaving been, in all probabUity, the firft of any mortals who had 
ever failed quite roanci the terraqueous globe. 

There liaviiig, probably, been fomc difference before this time between England and Ge- 
noa, on account of commerce, or perhaps from the partiality of the Genoefe to France, under 
the proleftion and vallalage of v/hofe Kings they had, for foiiie time pall, put thcmfelvcs ; 
the French King, amongil his other titles, now lliling himfelf Lord of Genoa, matters were, 
in this year, accommodated ; and we accordingly meet with King Henry tlic Eighth’s paff- 
povt or fafc-condii^l, ^in thirteenth volume, p. 700, of the Foodera) to Luke Spinola, lliled 
inaflcr of the focicty of mcrchaiUs of Genoa refiding in Engl^tnd, and to all other Genoefe 
merchants, and their faftors, &c. together wltlriheir carracks, gallics, and (hips, to refort to 
any part of England and its territories, there freely to fell their merchandize, and to buy wool, 
wc'oHen cloth, tin, lead, &c, — Provided they do not export.any merchandize of the llapic of 
C:ilals to any port but to Calais, unlels it be through the Straits of Morocco ; any letters of 
marque, or leprifals againft the community, dominion, and city of Genoa, their vaflals or 
fnb'cfls, &c. to the contrary notwithftanding. Laltly, this fafc-condu£l w^as to continue for 
five years, even although it Ihould happen, in the interim, that war fltould break out between 
England and France. 

Accordingto the Englifli tranflation of Dr. Sandovars Hiftory of the Civil Wars of Spain, 
in the beginning of the Reign ofCharles V,- printed in London, in the year 1657, in folio, when 
almoft all the cities of Spain, in 1519, and the following years, were troubled with iiilurrcftions, 
on account of the exorbitant exaftions of that Emperor’s Flemifh favourites, and their carrying 
great quantities of money out of Spain into Flanders, &c. we find mention m^ade of fevcral 
cloth-workers amongil thofe rebels, whofe army having drawni up articles or conditions to be 
agreed to by the Emperor, feme of them are as follows, viz. 

“ 1. That the cloth imported from other countries ftiall be of the fame frze and gooJnefs as 
the cloths wrought in thefe kingdoms” of Spain. 

!!• That the merchants and clothiers of the kingdoms” of Spain “ may take,” (feize) 
to work and fpend therein, one half of all the wools bought, either by natives or by llran- 
‘‘ gets, to be fent out of the kingdoms, paying the fame price as they had done for them. — 
And that the officers of juftice may take the faid wools either from the Ihephcrds or from. 
“ the buyers, and deliver them to be manufaftured, as above.” 

From which it is plain, that there was once a confidcrablc woollen manufaflure In Spain, 
though afterwards neglefted, chiefly proceeding from two caufes, viz. Firfl, From the conti- 
nual flowing in of the gold and filver of America very foon after this time, fo that the na- 
tion grew lazy with their riches, and carelefs of the labour required in manufadlures. — Se- 
condly, The ftmptation of getting fuddcnly rich, allured fuch numbers of people to withdraw 
to America,, that there were not induftrious hands enough left in Spain to carry on. fuch manu- 
faftures. 

Spain has, fincethat period, made various unfuccefsful efforts for the revival of that manu- 
fadlarc ; and fuch mcafurcs arc, in our days, purfuing by his prefent Catholic Majefty, as are 
very likely to reftore it in fome confidcrablc degree, though that country Hill labours under the 
great misfartunc of a want of induftrious hands ; fo extremely difficult it is for a nation to re- 
cover or regain a neglc^lcd and loft manufacture. 

The Emperor Charles V. makes, in this year, a fecond attempt from Spain againft AI- 
Jtiers> by bis Admiral Moncado^ with a laige fleet of Ihips of war and tranfports, and a good 

body 
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1519 body of veteran troops, in order to overturn the new government there under the Levanimc 
Turks, wliich, however, proved as unfortunate as the preceding attempt in the year I 5 I 7 > 
greateft part of both the navy and army being deflroycd by a violent tempeft. Thus Heyradin 
Bafla provcd-as-ftrccefsful as his late brother Baibarofla, fcouring the coaft of the Mediterra- 
nean fea by his piracies every where, with upwatjis of twenty galliots, and near as many bri- 
gantmes ; frequently landing on the coafts of Spain, and doing not only incredible damage to 
the Spanifh comincix:c, but rnterrnpting, in a- great mcafurc, the general commerce of the 
Mediterranean. 

1520 In vol. Kiii. p. 714, of the Fcedera, the commercial treaty, named by the Netherlander^ 
hitcrcurfus magnus^ concluded in 1495-6, was now renewed between King Henry VIIL and 
tbr lunperor Charles V. fovcrcign of the Netherlands, for five years certain. 

And, in the fame volume, p. 722, King Henry VIIL iflued a commiflioD for a congrefs at 
Bruges in Flandprs, “ to treat with commilfioners from the Hans-towns, concerning the abii- 
“ fes, unjuft ufes, extenfions, enlargements, interpretations, and rellrifllons, made by the 
Hanfcatic merchants, of or concerning the fevcral privileges at any time granted to the Han- 
“ fcatic League by this King or his predcceflbrs, and to temove all the laid abufes ; a!lb to 
“ demaYid and receive whatever fums of money, and how large foever they may be, due to us,'* 
fays the King, “ on that account. And, finally, to renew and conclud.e an intercourfe of 
“ commerce between England and the faid Hans-league but the ilFuc of this congrefs docs 
not appear. 

TheGenoefe, fays Sir William Monfon, in his Naval Trafts, p. 480, obferving the various 
ways of eflaying to get to the Eaft Indies, befide the common w^ay by the Cape of Good Hope, 
as that now by Magellan’s Straits, the nortli-wcft luppofed pallagc, that fuppofed from New 
Spain, and the hoped-for north-eaft pafisgc, every nation fecking to excel in induflry in this 
age of difeoveries ; they, becaufe not fo much accullomed to voyages on the ocean, font Paul 
Conterano to the then Czar of Mufeovy, witb a propofal for carrying the merchandize of Eaft 
India over-land into Rufiia ; but, fays our author, the difficulties of this undertaking were lb 
many, that the Czar rejefted their propcfal. 

Archbifhop Nicholfon, in his Eiiglifh Hiftorlcal Library, fpeaking of the ftatc of geogra- 
pliical knowledge at or about this time, obferves, ‘‘ That fince the beginning of King Heniy 
the Eighth’s reign, our cldeft general geographer or antiquary is faid to have been Thomas 
** Sulmo, a Guernfey man, who dkd at London, in the year 154?; the year following, a 
“ much greater man of the profeffion, Sir Thomas Elliot, one of King Henry’s ambafladors, 
and of Sir Thomas More’s friends, died alfo. Contemporary with tfhofc two was George 
** Lilly, fon of William, the famous grammarian, who lived fomc time at Rome with Cardi- 
nal Pole, and publifhed the firft cxa£l map that was drawn of this iflan*d.’* 

152 j The great progrefs of the Turks at this time againft Chriftendom, juftly alanncd the Princes 
of Europe ; for, in the year 1521s the Sultan Solyman the Magnificent not only took the fort- 
refs of Belgrade from Louis King of Hungaiy, but likewife foon after the city of Buda, the 
capital of that kingdom. In the year following he aflaultcd the famous ifle of Rhodes, fo long 
poflclled by the Knights of St. John of Jcrufalem ; and although the city of Rhodes had but 
fix thoufand Chriftians in garrifon, they held out fix months agmnft the whole power of the 
Turks, who loft fixty-four thoufand men before they were abfcto Uke it. Solyman aMb, out 
of die Black Sea, and other parts, having; got together near fix hundted gallics, &c. attempted 
the ifie of Corfu, and ravaged the neighbouring ooafts and ifiea, proving too powerful fpr the 
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1521 united fleets of the Emperor, Venice, and the Pope. This circumftance caufed a great detri- 
ment to the naval commerce of England in the Levant fijas, where, till now, thole vxalons 
Knights of St. John had been the common protedlors of all Chriflian fhips, and a great ob- 
ftruftiou to the Turkifh depredations. When the Knights quitted Rhodes with fifty of tlicir 
gallics, they carried great riches and mtoy people with them ; yet, that we may not any more 
recur to this article, in about eight years following, in moving,about between Candia, Naples, 
Sicily, Villa Franca, &c. their number and riches were much diminilhed, until the year 1 530 ; 
when the Emperor Charles V. beftowed on them the ifles of Malta and Goza, in the Sicilian 
fea, in full propriety. Here they again foon became the terror of the Mahometans. Captain 
Morgan, in his Hiftory of Algiers, publilhed ih 1728, in two quarto volumes, vol. i. p. 315, 
acquaints us, That the naval force of Malta, in his time, confiftcd of ieven Ihips of 

war, none carrying fewer than fifty guns, befide gallics, and privateers of all fizcs, with 
“ which they arc perpetually haraffing the coafts of Barbary, and bringing liomc prizes to 

Malta.’* 

In thofc times, when commerce was but in its childhood, there was too much of a mono- 
polizing fplrit throughout all Europe ; amongft the reft, the city of Hamburgh pretended, 
and partly Hill prctcitds, to an exclufive dominion on the river Elbe. This had been con- 
nived at In the early days of commerce, when they even claimed a right to exclude all the 
other towns lying between it and the fca from a free navigation on that great river, by virtue 
of grants from fcveral Emperors ; which, they alfo alleged, enabled them to oblige the fubjeits 
of Danhh Holfteiii to import their merchandize no where but to Hainbarg ; for which, it was 
faid, they were to take what price the Hamburgers were plcafed to allow them. King Chrif- 
tian II. of Denmark, in this year 1521, oppofed their exorbitant claims; and, in refentment 
of whicli oppofirion, Hamburg, in 1523, aflually declared war againft Denmark ; yet King 
Chriftian 1 11 . b^ing of a mild difpofition, permitted Hamburg to keep up thofc claims during 
his whole reign, which ended in the year 1558, after which we fliall trace thofc difputes 
further. 

There being, at this time, a great decay of hufltanJry in England, by rcafon of the many 
inclofurcs, which, within the preceding fifty years, had turned much arable land into pafture, 
thereby klTcning the number of hufbandmen, See. moft capable of defending the country; To 
that towns and villages were depopulated, and ])oth wool and fic(h-mcat were thus enhanced, 
becaufe engrofted by the nobility and gentry, who were not neceffitated to fell; King Henry 
the Eighth therefore now ifliics out his cominifiions to the magiftrates for their putting in exe- 
cution the laws againft inclofures. 

In the fiime year there was fo great a dearth in England, tliat wheat w^as fold at twenty fliil- 
lings per quarter, or two (hillings and fixpence per bufhel ; beans at four (hillings ; and oats at 
three (hillings per quarter. 

In the fame year was firft introduced the ufe of hand-guns, or mufkets ; fo that in little 
more than one hundred years later, the praftice of bows and arrows in war was quite laid 
afiJe. 

In the fame year there was a great breach from the fca in the dykes or fea-walls of Holland, 
by which accident feventy-two villages, and upwards of one hundred thoufand people, were 
*faid to be drowned. But wc dare not, becaufe we cannot afeertain this for faft, without more 
authentic vouchers of time, place, &c, than merely a general report* 


In 
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J521 In voL xiii. p. 752, of the Focdcra, King Henry VIII. bjf bis favourite and lieutenant, 
Cardinal Wolfey, afts as a mediator,, at the treaty of Calaia# betw^:!! the two great rivals for 
.power, the Emperor Charles and King Francis L of Firaiicc. What relatcj to commerce 
is as follows. . * ^ 

“ Whereas, the fierce war carried on between thofe two Princes had dccafioned many raa- 
*‘^ritime depredations, to the grievous damage of the innocent fubjefts on both liJes , and it 
“ being now the proper feafon for the herring-filhery,— to prevent thofc depredations, it was 
now ftipulated, 

‘‘ I. That the fiihers, both of the Emperor and France, may freely filh for herrings, &c. 
“ from the date hereof, (Oflobcr ii, 1521) to and through all the month of January follow- 
ing, even though the war Ihould go on between thofc Princes, and they may return home 
in fafety. • 

‘‘ II. It was alfo ftjpulated,” much for the honour of King Henry, that during the war 
“ between Charles and Francis, none of their fubje£J;s lhall, in the harbours, bays, rivers, or 
‘‘ mouths of rivers, roads, or fiations for Ihipping, and particularly the ftation called the 
Downs, nor in any other maritime places belonging to the jurifdiftion of the King of Eng- 
“ land, take, fpoil, rob, or plunder any fliip or merchantman, loaded or unloaded, armed cr 
‘‘ unarmeds of whatfoever burthen or nation they may be. Neither lhall they rob any fucU 
fhipof its merchandize, arms, &c. nor injure the fame any other way ; but both fliips and 
mariners, of whatever nation, (hall be abfolutcly fecurc in thofe places, and (hall remain at 
anchor there, without obftruftion or molcftation from cither of theiaid two Princes, or of 
“ their fubjefts.*’ 

Lallly, the ratification is memorable, viz. 

We, having feea the above-named articles, and being dejirom to gratify the [aid mo/i 
reverend Cardinal^ ouR most dear and most beloved triend, do hereby 
ratify and approve the lame, 

{Signed) “ Charles, Emperor. 

Francis, King. 

Wc have feen, that fo early as the year 1508, the Portuguefc had become, in foinc mcafure, 
mafters of the Spice or Molucca iflands, and that the Emperor Charles V. had encouraged 
Magellan to vifit them by the ftraits of his name, in tlie year 1518 i yet the Spaniards proved 
unfuccefsful in all their attempts to polTcfs thofe iflands. At length, King John III. of Por-. 
tugal, in 1529, fent to the Emperor, his brothcr-in-lavv, three hundred and fifty thoufand 
ducats, when, about this time, he went into Italy to be crowned Emperor, on condition of 
not being dillurbed in the pofleffion of thofe iflands till the re-payment of that fum ; which 
being never done, fays Sir William Monfon, in his Naval Trails, Spain has never fince pre- 
tended to thofe ifles. ^ 

The Portuguefe now brought the Indian fpices home to LKbon in great quantities, whereby, 
fays' Penfionary De Witt, inr his Intereft of Holland, partiii. chap. 3. the King of Portugal 
got above two hundred thoufand ducats yearly. Thofe illes,’V fays tl^c fame able author, 
before they thus loft their independence, were ariftocratical republics, and then carried on, 
“ a great trade in their cloves, macc, and nutmegs ; aiid although the third part thereof was 
not carried by fhipping to Calicut, that great ftaple of India, and being there fold, were 
carried to Baflbra, and thence to Cairc^ith caravans ; and, laftly, from Cairo tranfported 
3 ^ by 
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1^21 by fliippingto Europe; yettlic Sultans of Syria and Egypt, througl; wliofc lands they \vt::c 
brought to Europe, were wont to receive yearly above eighty thoul’and ducats cuftom for ihe 
“ fame. No wonder, then, if the Princes of thofe countries, as well as the ftate of Venice, 
“ were very uneafy with the Portuguefe for diverting this profitable channel of that trade.” 

About this time, the French firft commenced a lilk inannfafturc, having been fupplied with 
workmen from Milan, whilft France held that noble duchy. In this manufitaurc they made 
a very quick progrefs, it having- then, and ever fince been carried on principally at Lyons, 
and other parts of the fouth of France, with which they fupplied many parts of Europe ; and, 
until England long afterwards engaged in the fame nianufafture, it was the means of draining 
us of great fums annually. Yet it was long after this time before France began to raife raw 
filk from the worms. 

In this year, the city of Genoa was ftormed and pillaged by the Spanifli troops of the Em- 
peror Charles V. And the Chevalier Dc Mailly, in his Hifloire dc Jjcncs, vol. 11 . liv. x. 
p. 8i. acquaints us, that Genoa was, at that time, cftccmed the richeft city in the world, (in 
Europe, I fuppofe, he meant) next.after Venice and Lyons. 

The republic of Venice having, for fo many centuries, enjoyed the foie commerce for the 
fpiccs of India, till lately deprived of it by Portugal, made, at this time, an efroi t to rc-eftab- 
lifh fomc conCderablc benefit from it, by making a propofal to the court of Liibon, for Ve- 
nice to take off all the fpice annually imported by the Portuguefe, over and above" what that 
kingdom itfelf could confume, at a certain fixed price: but, fays Captain John Stevens, in 
his Hiftory of Portugal, pubJifhed in odfavo, in the year 1698, this propofal was rcjci'ifcil. 

1 522 In the thirteenth volume, p. 766, of the Fcedera, w'c find that Cenfio dc Haltha/.ari, a mer- 
chant of Lucca, then refiding in the ifland of Crete or Candia, was appointed by King Henry 
the Eighth to be, “ for life, governor, maftcr, proteftor, or conful, of the Englifli naiion 
“ there, witli the ufual powers and emoluments which any conful formerly enjoyed there, or 
“ any where clfc, either from the faid King, or any of his predeceff^rs.” 

Although the following propofed match did not take place, yet, for the fake of the dowry, 
wc give it a place in this work. It is a treaty, in the year 1522, between the Emptior 
Charles V. and King Henry VIII. as delivered by Rapin de Thoyras, Ac. 'Fhat Emperor, 
on his return to Spain from Flanders, took England in his way, having landed at Dover, 
where he was waited on by Wolfey, and vifited by the King, who conduced him to, and en- 
tertained him at Greenwich and London in a very magnificent manner, and alfo at Windfor, 
where he was inftalled Knight of the Garter. By that treaty, Henry was to give his daughter 
Maiy in marriage, when twelve years old, to the faid Emperor, with a portion of four hund - 
red thoufand crowns. 


So ncceffary and important arc a few finglc fca-ports to the welfare of the whole kingdom, 
that even tlie abfolute fate of the latter may depend on the former : thus, in tlie year 1 522, the 
Lubeckers, Dantzickers, &c. fent nine llrips of war to Uie affiftance of Guftavus L furnamed 
Vafa, King of Sweden, by whofc aid he fo well fucceeded, that, in grateful return, he granted 
thofe Hanfcatic cities great privileges in Sweden. Voltaire, in his General Hiftory of Europe, 
alleges, that tlie city of Lubeck alfo fupplied liim wiili troops, without whidi he would have 
found it difficult to fucceed. By Lubeck’s affiftance the city of Stockholm was taken ; and, 
aUhough the fixty thoufand m.arks agreed to he paid for that fcrvicc, could not then be <lif- 


charged by Swedeh, yet, in lieu thereof, fays Fuffendorf, they were allowed the folc tratlc of 
Sweden, and to pay no Cuftom there for merchandize imported, &c. which benefits were too 
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1522 great to be held long. And adds that fpirited author, Voltaire, the fate of Sweden 

“ depended on a little trading town.” Which laft aflertion, like many others of that author’s, 
was not ftriftly true, lor I^ubeck was undoubtedly a great trading town. Fowler, in his Hillory 
of the Troubles of Swedeland and Poland, printed in folio, in London, in 1656, relates, that 
this wife Prince greatly improved his people in tillage, buildings, and in fearching out the metal 
igines, and the more cafy working of them by aquedufts and huge engines, &c. He alfo ereft- 
cd work-houfes, &c. for vagrants. Thofe Hans-towns, fays Werdenhagen, their hiftoriogra- 
plicr, at the fame time declared war againft Chrilliiui 11 . King of Denmark, who bad raifed on 
them the toil in the Sound, and obftrufled tlicir commerce ; yet, by fo frequently intermed- 
dling in the wars between potent Princes, andftates, the Hans-towns now and then fufficient- 
ly fuffered ; although, for the iiioft part, they did not lend their aid, without at leaft providing 
for thcmfclvcs an ample c(|uivalent. 

Ln this year,^ the Emperor Charles V. fet laU from Southampton in England ; his own 
fleet confifted of one hundred and eighty fail of Nethcrland fhips, belide the Englilh fleet un- 
der the command of the Earl of Surry, the Englifli admiral, whom the Emperor likewife, on 
this occafion, prudently appointed to command bis own fleet. 

1523 Vol. xiv. p. I, of the Foedera, begins wittli a grant of the office of keeper of the privy fcal 
of King Henry VIll. in* tlie year 1523, beftowed on the Biffiop of London ; the ancient fa- 
lary of which office was ftill kept up, being only twenty Hhillings per day. 

In the fame year, according to my Lord Herbert’s Hiftory of King Henry VIM. of Eng- 
land, in the attempts of the Englifli and French courts to gain Scotland to their refpeftive 
fides, at the death of King James V. the Englifli minifters, amongft other arguments, aflerted, 
That die Englifli were mailers of the feas, and thereby were able to flop and intercludc all 
fuccour tiiat could come to them (the Scots) from any other place.” And as, in the re- 
plications of the partizans of France, that affertiou is not contradifted, the point fecras to have 
been admitted. 

At this time, through the wicked counfels of Cardinal Wolfey, and King Henry the 
Eighth’s arbitrary difjpolition, there was little more than a ihadow of liberty left to the Eng- 
liih people. In Sir Robert Cotton’s Remains, printed in oftavo, in 1651, p. 177, there is a 
record quoted, which is mentioned alfo in the general hiftories of thofe times, that in the four- 
teenth year of that Prince’s reign, 1523, He exafted, by way of loan, ten per cent, on all 
goods, jewels, utenliis, and lands, to be revealed by the oaths of the poflelTors. Notwith- 
flandlng,” fays this author, “ that there was a law of the fecond year of King Richard II. 
“ iraporting, that none fhall be denied, in demand of any loan, his reafonable excufe.” 

It was now, by an Englifli aft of Parliament, determined, cap, xii. That of every hund- 
red pounds worth of gold to be coined, there fliall be twenty pounds coined into half 
angels, of three fhillings and fourpence each ; and of every hundred pounds worth of filver, 
fifty pounds fhalJ be coined i?ito groats ; twenty pounds into half-groats, or twopcnccs ; 
twenty pounds into pence ; ten marks into halfpence; and five marks into farthings.” — 
With refpeft to tlicfe filver farthings, my Lord Herbert obferves, “ I'hat though it was, 
doiibtlefs, for the convenience of the people, that they fliooJd have fo much of fuch ftnali 
coin ; yet, by reafon, of their llttlencfs, they arc all long fince worn out.” N. B. Here «•$ 
no mention of fliilllngs. This too was the laft time of coining any film farthings, probably 
for the fame ix?afon. 
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1523 The ontt well-known Gerard Malyncs, in Ins book named Lex Mercatoria, printed in 

folio, in the year 1622, p. 189, alleges, that it was not yet one linndrcd years complete, liiicc 
one Violet Stephens, and other difconteiitcd Hfh-mongers, went into Holland, to the town of 
Eiichuyfcn, where they procured the inhabitants to li(h for them in his Majefty’s Teas of Gitrat* 
Britain. In another part of the fame book he adds, whereby the hfliing is fo mcrcafed, that 
Holland and Zealand have above two thoufand biiflcs or filhing Ihips, which ufually make 
three voyages yearly. He had juft before faid, that in our King Henry the Seveiuirs days, 
there was no fifhing trade cftablifhcd in the Low Countries. By the fifliing trade here men- 
tioned by Malynes, we are only to underftand their fupplying foreign markets with filh ; for, 

. with refpeft to tlic Netherlands themfclvcs, it cannot be doubted, but that they always filhcd 
on their own coafts for their own proper fupply, although England might be bcforelumd with 
them in refpeft to the fupplying other nations. 

1524 Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain, being at war with France^ his fleet xvas, in the 
year 1524, very ftrong in the Mediterranean, and commanded by Moncado, who, for feme 
time, gave the law on the coaft of Italy ; yet he was at length attacked by the French fleet com • 
manded by Doria, and utterly difeomfited. 

The low ratcof houfe rents plainly (hews, that even in London itfelf, at this time, there 
was but little wealth compared with the prefent times, James Howell, in his Londinopolis, 
p. no, relates, “ That an ancient grammar fchool in Bow Church-yard, being decayed, the 
“ fchool houfe was let out for rent, about this time, at four (hillings yearly, a cellar at two 
(hillings, and two vaults under that church, both for fifteen fliillings.’* 

Much about this time, fays Howell in the fame work, p. 208, ibap began firft to be 
made in London ; ‘‘ before which time, that city was ferved with white foap from beyond 
fea, and with grey foap fpcckled with white, very fwcet and good, from Briftol, fold lierc 
** for a penny the pound, and never above a penny farthing ; alfo black foap for a halfpenny 
“ the pound. 

By an a£l of Parliament, of the fourteenth and fifteenth of King Henry VIII. cap. ii. for 
fettling how many apprentices and. journeymen (not denizens) (honld be kept by foreign 
tradefmen fettled in London, He, great powers were given to the corporations of handicrafts 
over the woikmanfliip of thofe foreigners, there being, in thofe times, fmiths, joiners, coop- 
ers, &:c. who were foreigners, and had fcals or ftamps put on thrir works, after being examin- 
ed by the Wardens of thofe corporations, both in London and other parts. The jurifdic- 
tion of the London corporations was, by this aft, to extend two miles beyond the city, viz. 
** within the town of Weftminfter, theparilhes of St. Martin in the Fields, and of our Lady 
** in the Strand, St. Clements Danes without Temple Bar, St. Giles in the Fields, St. Ari- 
drews in Holborn, the town and borough of Southwark, Shoreditch, Whitcchaplc parifh, 
** St. John’s-ftreet (in Clcrkenwell) and Clerkenwell parilh, St. Botolph without Aldgatc, 
St. Catherine's, (near the Tower of London), an^ Bermondfey-ftreet.’^ This is an au- 
thentic view of the fuburbs of London in the year 1524. Ncvcrthelefs, we arc not to imagine 
that all thofe fuburbs were contiguous to each other, or joined, as at prefent ; for there were 
then and long after, many large breaks or interruptions, where no buildings were, not only 

^ in the ftrect, (now fo well built) called the Strand, then chiefly taken up with the capital 
dwellings of the nobility, with their large adjoining gardens, but likewife a great part of St. 
Martin’s parilh, was then literally in the fields, as it is Hill denominated, and the fame may 
be faid of St. Giles’s in tlic Fields, then ftilcd the Town of St. Giles, and of the upper part 
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1524 of St. Andrews in Hoi born ; much of all which, abd alfo of Woftminftcr, Clerkcnwell, 
Shoreditch, Whitechapel, and Southwark, was aSually fields, even fo late as the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, as appears by a map of London and its fuburbs, ftill extant, which was firft 
publilhcd about the year 1560. — This a£t was not to extend to any other handicrafts but 
“ joiners, pouch-makers, coopers, and blackfmiths.—Alfo Lords, and all others having lands 
“.*and tenements of one hundred pounds per annum, were hereby permitted to retain foreign 
“ joiners and glaziers in their fcrvice which may lead us to conjefturc, that thofe two 
trades were not then fo well improved in England as they have been fince that time. 

By another a£l of this year, cap. iii. we find the raanufaflure of worfteds, fays, and fia- 
mins, now further regulated, was, at this time, greatly incrcafed at Norwich, fince the former 
laws made for their regulation in King Edward the Fourth’s reign, and had extended them- 
felves to Yarmouth, Lynn, and other parts of Norfolk, &c. 

According to ,thc laborious Purchas, vol. iv. p. 1603, and to the Orbis Maritiraus of Mo- 
rifotus, lib. ii. cap. 34, p. 597, 1643, ai>d other French authors. King Francis I. fent out 
John Verazzano, a Florentine, with four (hips on difeoveries, three of which he left at the 
Madeiras, and with the fourth firft landed on the coaft of Florida ; and from thence failing to 
fifty degrees of north latitude, he firft gave the land the name of New France ; but he return- 
home without having planted or left any colony there. 

We have now the firft ftatute made in England for mending a particular highway, in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth years of Henry VIII. cap. vi. There being a certain public way in 
the weald of Kent, which was much worn out, and alfo not fo near and commodious as ano- 
ther in the fame neighbourhood ; the Lord of the Manor is thereby impowered, (at his own 
expence) to complete the faid new road, and when fo done, he might fltut up and inclofe the 
old road for his own foie benefit. By another law, cap. vii. of the twenty-fixth of this King, 
the fame was done in SulTcx. 

The ancient method employed to mend roads in England, until after the reftoration of 
King Charles IT. was by a pound-rate in the refpeftive counties on the landholders, icc. and 
by fupplying of carts and horfes of parifhes for a limited number of days. But when, after 
the laft named period, commerce was become fo greatly increafed, and, in confequence there- 
of, wheel carriages and pack horfes on the roads were fo extremely multiplied, “ tliat, in the 
■* year 1663, being the fixteenth of King Charles II. cap. i. the firft turnpike road was ereft- 
“ ed by law, for taking toll of all but foot paflengers on the northern road, through Hertford- 
“ (liire, Cambridgeftiire, and Huntingdonfhirc ; which road was then become very, bad, by 
“ means of the great loads of barley, mah, &c. brought weekly to Ware in waggons and carts, 

“ and from thence conveyed by water to London. By means alfo of other carriages from 
“ Norwich, St. Eidmundfbury, Cambridge, &c. to London, tljofc roads were become fo 
“ ruinous, and almoft impaffable, that the ordinary courfe appointed by all former laws and 
“ flatutes of this realm, is notfufficient (fays this aft) for tl« ellcftual repairing of the fame ; 

“ neither are the inhabitants, through which the faid toads do lie, of fufficient ability to re- 
“ pair the fame, without fomc other provifion of monies to -be raifed towards putting the 
“ fame into good and fufficient repair, &c. — Wherefore, three toll-gates,” (now gene- 
rally termed 'Furnpikes) “ were erefted, one for each of thofe three .counties, viz. ab 
“ Wadcfmill, Caxton, and Stilton, for receiving , of all paftengers, tlictoU or cuftdm fol- 
“ lowing, &c,” 
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1524 Pizzaro now fails from Panama, and firft difcovters the immenfc riches of Peru, where he 
found veflels ofgold and lilvcr, fine palaces, &c. the conqueft of which country was gradually 
carried on, to the vaft emolument of the firft conquerors, and the perpetual advantage of the 
Spanilh court. 

About thefe times, there were many new and unufual things brought into England of eat- 
ables and drinkables, &c. fome of which occafioned the following rhyme : 

“ (t.) turkeys, (a.) carp, (3.) hops, (4.) piccarel, and (5.) beer, 

“ Came into England all in one year.” 

Another diftlch of our writers, under the year 1546, runs thus : 

HopsJ reformation, bays and beer 
“ Came into England all in one year.** 

(i.) Turkics, or guinea cocks, as then called by fome, and by others Indian fowls, were faid 
to have been firft brought into England in this fifteenth year of King Henry Vlll. which, 
though a tender fpecies of fowl, have fince multiplied exceedingly. 

(2.) The fifti, named carp, was brought hither alfo about the fame time, and have fince be- 
come very common, not only in ponds but in many rivers : Suflex is more cfpccially famous for 
the beft.s The anonymous author of a work, termed Englifh Worthies in Chpreh and State, 
oftavo, 1684, fays, “ That Leonard Mafcal, of Plumfted in Suflex, was the firft who brought 
“ over into England, from beyond fea, carps and pippins, about the fifth year of King Henry 
“ Eight, or 1514*’^ 

(3.) Hops came from Artois in the Netherlands, /. <?. the ufeof them in malt liquor, which 
fome fay, though untruly, firft gave that liquor the name of (5.) beer, as diftinguifhed from 
the ancient and fofter malt liquor called ale : yet wc have elfcwhcrc obferved, that beer, as a 
malt liquor, was long before known and ufed by that;|Lamc. 

(4.) Piccarel is a name we do not very well underftand ; fince we can find no other meaning 
of the word but that of young pike, which, it is faid, was always an Englifh pond fiih : tliis 
therefore is probably a miftake in the tranferibers. 

Several oilier kinds of fruits and plants were firft cultivated in England about this time ; 
fucli as apricots and mulk-melons, though others make both of them to have been introduced 
much later, viz. the former in the year 1578, and the melon feeds not till King James Firft’s 
time, from Italy. The large fine pale goofberry was brought hither alfo from Flanders about 
this time, with falads, garden roots, cabbages, &c. as clfewherc related. — See the prefent 
ftate of England, in the year 1683, part. iii. p. 258. 

1525 la the fourteenth volume of the Foedcra, p. 48, &c. there is a treaty of alliance concluded 
between King Henry VIII. of England and the Qu^n Regent of France; the immediate 
objeft of which. was the fetting King Francis I. at liberty, he being then a prifoner in Spain 
ever fince the battle of Pavia. King Henry to have two millions of gold crowns, of thirty-five 
fols touriiois each, in forty gradual payments, being in confidcration of the arrears due to 
Henry from Fraiicis, on the million of crowns ftipulatcd to be paid to him by the treaty of 
1515, and of fix hundred thoufand crowns for the city and territory of Toiiriiay, by the treaty 
of 1318 ; which kind of ftipulations were too often indifferently obferved. For the perforjn- 
ance of thofe payments, many great Lords of France were now bound to Henry, under their 

.. 3 hand 



A tf 


MISTOS.IC 


Ah AS V CHZOnO 10 a t C AL 


VEDVCT lOS 


i'Js h.ni,ndr,,>. i» ml.nd p.rfim.1, ‘f" 

rf>r^n,an^ civitousj viz. P»ris, Lyons, Orleans, FlwJoak, Aancns, Ronen, Bourdczux, 
Tours, and Rheims. They alfo concluded a treaty concerning depredations, tile fame in iuU- 
llaiicc with a preceding one already exhibited. — See p 70, of the fame volume of the Focdera. 

Sebaftian Cabot, or Gabota, formerly employed by King Henry VII. of England, but 
nov^ employed in Spain as chief pilot, inUcad of going to the Moluccas, ts firft defigned, fails 
a great way up the vaft river De la Plata, and found the country of Paraguay fo inviting, that 
he built feveral forts in it, and foon after that country was planted by Spain. 

The Hans-towns w^ere ftillfo powerful, that, in this year 1525, Frederick I. King of Den- 
mark, was induced to defirc an union with them, being fcconded in that mealure by the Great 
Mafter of Pruflia. 


And if PuffendorPs Iliftory of Sweden is to be relied on, even the Lubcckers alone fancied 
themfclves fo fai; mailers of the northern kingdoms, that they had already fold Denmark to 
Henry VIH. King of England, who had aftually advanced to them twenty-thoufand crowns 
on this account ; but, it feems, he wifely put off the payment of the remainder, till tliey 
fhould aftually perform their engagement. 

Moreover, King Guftavus Erickfoii of Sweden, about this time, agreed with Frederick 1 . 
of Denmark, to refer their dilFercnces about the ifle of Gothland and the province of Blckinga, 
&c. to the fix following Hans-tovvns, viz. Lubcck, Hamburgh, Dautzick, Roftock, Wifmar, 
and Lunenburg ; between which towns and thefc two Kings an alliance was made againll the 
expelled King Chriftian II. who claimed all the three northern crowns ; by vrhich alliance a 
final period was put to the union of thefe three kingdoms ; which union, the Swedes alleged, 
had ever been prejudicial to .them, but beneficial to Denmark, who, whilft they commanded 
in Sweden, lived like opulent lords ; whereas, the native Swedes, fays PulFcndorf, were fiaves 
and beggars. 

Although the following treatife of geography was not, perhaps, the firfl general one of the 
kind, fince the revival of Icarningi yet it is, without doubt, a very old one: it is a Latin 
work, in folio, printed at Strafburg, (Argentoragi for JrgenUrau) in the year 1525, intiticd, 
Claudii Ptolomasi Gcographicse Enarrationis Libri o£lo. Bilibaldo Pirckeymlicro Intcr- 
prctc. Annotatioucs Joannis dc Regiomonte in Errores commiflbs a Jacobo Angdo, in 
“ Tranflationc fua.” 


After this aoithor has exhibited Ptolemy’s maps, tables, &c. he gives us a new fet of maps 
of his own compofmg, on wretched wooden plates, according to the modern difeoveries of 
that period. 

I. It appears, that by means of the Portuguefc difeoveries, the charts of the coalls of Africa, 
Arabia, Perfia, and India are tolerably correft for that early petiod. 

II . With refpeft to China, to which the Portuguefc had not as yet given that more modern 
name, and which he, after the old authors of the thirteenth century, ftiks Cathay, almoft all 
that he feemed to know of it is, that it was to be failed to from India. 

III. He calls America, ‘‘ Terra nova inventa pgr Chrijlophorum Cohtmbuni^^ /. r. the ikw 
land found out fey Columbus ; which feems to be all that lie knew of it. But 

IV. His map or chart of what he calls the Mare Cowgilatum^ together with the countries of 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, is mifcrably erroneous, as is alfo tbat of the Baltic Sea. 
And between Greenland and Norway ^Lapland,, inftead of an open fea he inakes a great bay, 
which ternainates at a fiUiuIous ridge of mountains, like tl)ofe of Ptolemy, 8cc. 
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X525 V. In one of his imps, be makes England and Scotbnd two different illes, and in another 
but one iile, though extremely erroneous in figure, &c. Other parts of the world are Jc- 
iferibed in the fame erroneous meaner. This is enough to Ihcvv the infant ftate of cofmo‘gra- 
pbical knowledge at that time. 

About this time, King Henry VIII. at a great cxpence, crefted the pier of Dover harbour, 
which had been an ancient Roman port, by the name of Dubris. Being afterwards decayed, 
it was repaired by Queen Elizabeth ; and both the pier and the harbour have fmee, at many 
different periods, been, with very great charge, repaired and enlarged. Dover was anciently 
a flourifliiiig town, and had feven parifh churches, which have fince been reduced to two; 
which circumftance w'as partly occafioned by the lofs of Calais, and partly by the fupprcflion 
of pilgrimages and monafteries ; {which is alfo the cafe of the anciently famous city of Can- 
terbury) and partly alfo by the decay of its harbour: yet Dover has fince, in fomc mcafurc, 
iccovcrcd its former profperity, and its harbour is one of the beft dry harbours in England. 

Notliing material of difeovery had been made from England fince Cabot’s voyage to the 
coafts of America, in the year 1496. In this year 1525, King Henry VIII. feat out two 
(flips towards the fame coafts, one of which was caft away in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and 
the other returned home the fame year without any material difeovery. There arc fonie w ho 
place this attempt under the year 1527, and particularly Hakluyt, in vol. iii, p. 129. This 
voya'gcjis probably the fame with that which ope Robert Thorn recommended to King Henry, 
for a iiovth-wcft pallagc to the Moluccas. 

We lhall clofe this year with fome account of a period being put to the once famous mer- 
cantile, as well as religious republic of the Teutonic Order in Pruffia, after it had cxifted 
about three hundred years. About one hundred years prior to this time, viz. in the year 
141C, they had received fo terrible an overthrow in the battle againft the Poles and Litliuani- 
ans, as very much weakened them, fince, according to Thuanus, lib. v. they loft no lefs tiian 
fifty thoufand men. King Cafimir IV. of Poland, w ho came to that crown in the year 1444, 
and died in 1492, was the means of further enervuiting that Order, by bringing about a revolt 
of many of their towns and caftles to the Foies j and he at length reduced them to fuch difl refs, 
as obliged them to agree, that, for the future, every Great Mafler of that Order lliouIJ, with- 
in fix months after his eleftion, come to the King of Poland in perfon, and take an oath to 
him as hi.s fuperior liege Lord, Yet even after that, both Frederick of Saxony, and Albert of 
Brandenburg, (Great Matters) difputed that fervile fubmiflion ; and the German Emperors 
and Imperial Diet, of wlikh empire they had ever been deemed a fief, made fome faint but 
fruitlefs efforts to refeue them from Poliih valTalage. At length, Albert, Marnnis of Branden- 
burg, Grand Matter, who V 7 as fitter’s fon to Sigifmund I. King of Poland, after ftruggling 
hard for independence, and finding that the empire was negligent of this their noble and an- 
cient fief, made a treaty with his uncle, King Sigifmund, wdiereby he renounced ihc title and 
vows of Gre?t Matter, (the laft being inconfiflent wicluhis becoming a protettant at this time, 
fays Thiianus, lib i.) and affumed the new title of Duke of Pruttia, thereby rn idc hereditary 
in his Houfe, which enjoys the fame to this day, with the fuperior title of a kingdom. The 
royal author of the late Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburg fays, tiiat King SlgifmunJ I, 
made it a condition with his faid nephew to do homage for his dukedom to the crown of Po 
tend. Yet this new dutchy^ and newer kingdom, is but a part of the whole country of 
Pruffia, being only that portion of it which lies furtheft from Germany ; and with rerpetit to 
the other part of Pruffia, which lies on the weft fide of the Viftula, we have fecn, that, under 
t the 
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J525 the year 1471, it was then conquered and annexed to Poland, with the title of Royal Pruflia, 
hy King Cafimir IV When thofc German Knights firft commenced the conqueft of Pruffia. 
it was merely through a pretended religious zeal, all the inhabitants being then Pagans ; but, 
allured and puffed up with their* fuccefsful conquells, they afterward found pretexts to make 
war on their neighbours of Poland, &c. though Chriftians, which, in the end, brought about 
their fall* 

1526 According to Lord Herbert’s hiftory of King Henry VIIL that King now firft raifed his 
gold from forty Ihillings to forty-four fliillings per ounce, and his filver from three fliillings 
and four-pence to three fiiillings and eight-pence per ounce, ftill preferving the former pro- 
portion between thofc two metals of twelve to one. “ Tlfe benefit of this railing of bullion/’ 
lays his Lordfhip, was very fudden and great, by bringing back to us from the Netherlands 
“ great quantities of our gold coins, which, by the low price here, the fubtle Flemings wore 

enabled to dr/iw from us. So our King, in two months after, further raifed the price of 
both metals onc-fortyfourth part more, viz. the ounce of gold to forty-five Ihillings, and 
the ounce of filver to thirty-nine fliillings and nine-pence, ftill keeping to the ‘u-oportlon of 
“ twelve to one.” 

In this fame year was the famous treaty of Madrid made betw'een the Emperor Cliailes V. 
and King Francis I. of France, then his prifoiier. It is placed in the favrtccath volume of 
the Foedera, p* 308 to 326, under the year 1529, by miftakc* What merely rel:vtOs to com- 
merce, amongft the hard articles which the captive King was obliged to agree to, is in fub- 
ftance as follows ; 

1. That only the ancient cuftoms and duties on merchandize fliould be paid, annulling 
‘‘ the new imports laid on within twenty years part on either fide, and particularly thofc on 
wines and fait. 

‘‘ 11 . That the prohibitions by France, that the woollen cloths made in Catalonia, llouffil- 
‘‘ Ion, Sardinia, and other parts of the kingdom of Arragon, (hould not be brought into 
“ France, be repealed fo far, as that the faid cloths, and likewife other Arragon merchandize, 
“ may be freely carried into France, either by land or fca, yet not to be fold there, but mcrc- 
]y in order to their being carried through France into other countries, whereby the many 
hazards of a long fca carriage may be fayed.” 

Thus we fee, that Spain, in thofe times, had a woollen cloth manufafturc, before the trea- 
fures from Mexico and Peru had poured in amongft them in fuch vaft abundance as to have 
made them quite negleft fuch a valuable branch of commerce. 

It appears from Hakluyt’s fecond volume, p, 3, “ That not only now, but for fome time 
before, certain merchants of Briftol city did, by the Ihips of St. Lucar in Spain, trade to the 
“ Canary Ifles, fending thither cloath, foap, &c. and returning with dying drugs, fugar, and 
“ kid fkins ; and that they alfo fent thither their factors from Spain.” 

Tn p. 4, ihld^ this author obfeiyes, as we have clfcwhcrc done, that the Spaniards firft plant- 
ed vines and fugar cahes in the Canaries, as the Poftugucfe alfo did in Madeira ; but it is to 
be prefumed, that they had not as yet got wine enough for exportation at thofe ifles. He 
adds, that at Palma, one of the Canary Ifles, he w^s well informed they had twelve fugar- 
houfes, called ingenios^ as the Spaniards ftill name fuch places, in which they made great quan- 
tities of good fugar produced there. ^ • 

1527 In volume fourteenth, p. 218, of the Foedera, we have a treaty of perpetual peace conclud- 
ed between King Henry VIII. of England and King Francis I. of France/ wherein the latter 

« obliges 
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1527 o]>llgC5 liinifclf lo pay Ikiiry a perpetual aPiiiuity of llfty thoufaiid ci ()\vip. , ana alio a . hi .idi 
fait of I>roua.gc in Saintougc aniiuiillv, a.-; Ihoukl ruiioimt to liftccn tliou laud ( 1 f) r. ; ii: . , v 
yearly, to be delivered oil the place to I’uch as King 1 leiiry Ih'.uild iiupower to icec:ve it. 

I'o the peiforniance of which treaty, were n:';aiii hound, agreeable to llie i:la;.e ol tL’i* 
times, many great lords of both countries, and alfo the l icnch cities meiUioned in a {<>1 
treaty, in the year 1525 ; and for King Hemry tlic under-named Knglilh cities and toe, !i;, 
viz. London, York, Caiitcibnry, Norwich, C’ovenfry, Wincliekcr, laKctcr, Salilbury, Imi’- 
coln, Wells, Hereford, Chiclietlcr, and Clicller. 

Francis flood in great need of Henry's friciullhip, at this time, againfl tiic amlfilious ieliemcs 
of the Emperor Charles V. — he was thcrduic extremely liberal of his jn omil'es to Ih in s, 
more efpecially as the latter was, now adually making large monthly p»ayiueiits, for lu[>porLiiig; 
the war in Italy againfl t!ic bhnpcror. 

One .Simon Fiih, of Cjray's Inn, in Iiis treatife, called, A .Supplication of the Jlcggais to 
the Kii^, tcpvcfcnts the numher of lepers and poor to be fo much incrcafed, that all the alms 
of the tcahn were not fufficient to relieve tlicm, occafioned, fays he, “ by counteifeir holy 
bcgg.'is, who have got into their hands more than a tliird part of the realm ; — the goodlicft 
JordfHTfjsjah^d arc theirs, bcfidcs the lythes, oblations, mortuaiies, See.” — hut liiscom- 

pV»ati(y^ in^olitieal aritlimctic arc extremely erroneous ; for inftance, belays, “ theie .ire 
fhrXtwo tiioiifand parifhes in England, and ten lioulholds to each parill), in all five lum- 
dred and twenty llioufand lioufhokls : — tliat every oi\c of the five orders of fiiars receiv' d a 
penny aqiiaitcr, and twenty pence yearly from each houlliold ; fo,” lays lie, “ tliough thefc 
friars be not the four liuiuhedtli perfon in the realm, they neverthclcfs had half its piajfiis.'^ 
It was, even long after this time, a queftion whether tlic prccifc number uf the pariihes of 
England was known. 

I. 'riicir numher, in King Edward the Firft’s valuation, as appears from the mauiifcript 
copy in the Bodleian library, was about eight thoiikiiul nine hundred, without including cha- 
pels, many of which have lince been crc£lcd into pariihes, 

I I. According to the valuation in the King’s books, in tlic time of King Henry VI 11 . the 
number of pariilics w^as confidcrably above nine thoufand. 

III . Yet even in our days, it is not aflually lltllcd whether tlicrc be quite ten thoufand pa- 
riihes in England and Wales : if then the number of paridics remains flill uncertain, It can- 
not be wondered at that the exa£l number of our whole people is not exactly known. Ac- 
cordingly, we find many various, and Ibrnc not a little extravagant computations on iJiis 
fubjeft, of which our Preface has taken notice : but without taking any further cognizance of 
fuch conjc£lurcs, it may be fufficient to oblcrve, that, from many vaiious reafonings, there 
may probably be above Icvcn million of fouls in England at this time. Lord Chief Julllce 
Hale, in his Primitive Origination of Mankind, wiittcn about ninety years ago, makes tlicm 
to be at lead fix million, and fubjoiiis, “ I’hat nolhing can be dearer than the gradual in- 
“ creafe of mankind, to be feen by the curious obfervations on the bills of mortality.” 
lordfhip alfo makes an elaborate comparifon hctwxen the number of people in Gloccflcrniiro, 
with which county he was well acquainted, at the time of making Doomfilay Book hv W il- 
liam the Conqueror, and the then prefent time ; and he thinks them at Icafl twenty ti:iK s :■ . 
many as tliey were at the former period, by renron of the vail increalc of the peepi ‘ hi ‘.hi 
towns and villages then in being, as well as of tlie great numher of towns, \illagics, ikc. now 
cxifting, which are not named in that famous book. Yet tliough this may poliiblv rru r [ 
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1527 Gloccflerfliire, the fame proportion cannot poffibly be fuppofed to hold in other counties ; and 
it may even be well, if the number of people at the Norman conqueft, wdiich is fuppofed to 
have been two millions, be at this time encrcafcd, in feven centuries, to much more than 
tlircc and an lialf times that number, or between feven and eight millions of people. 

Aly Lord Hcibert lays, that the Emperor Charles V. propofed to King Henry VIIL a 
treat^^ for felling to him his claim to the Molucca or Spice iilands, from no other motive, pro- 
bably, but a view of drawing him over from the fide of France ; fince we hear nothing further 
about it afterwards ; and we have clfcwherc obferved, that he refigned all his pretenfions to 
thofc iflands for three hundred and fifty thoufand dneats, borrowed of the crown of Portugal, 
his own title to them not being founded on a juft pretenfion. 

Spain now fends out Narvaez with a clefigir, the firft time, to make a fettlcmcnt in Nortli 
America, with five fliips and four hundred men, for the conqueft of Florida ; but finding no 
gold, and much hardlhip, with the lofs of Ihips and men, the remainder got from the Norih 
Sea to New Spain, after living among the Indians nine years, and travelling two hundred 
leagues ; at length only three of them returned alive to Old Spain. f 

1528 In the fourteenth volume, p. 258, of the Foedcra, there is a truce, betwcchjthc Emperor, 
France, and England, prolonged for eight months to come ; and not only tl)g;;'^nrtiial freedom 
of filliing on the feas is hereby ftipulated, but alfo the commerce betweeA^ EiVtUik! and the 
Netherlands was to be abfolutely free and undifturbed for this and all fubfequent ^dntinuations 
of the truce ; and moreover, it was agreed that the freedom of commerce fiiouldf extend to the 
Mediterranean Sea, as well as to the feas furrounding the Britifh illes. 

Until now the dominions of the Bilhop of Utreclit were of great extent, comprehending 
Utrecht, Groningen, and part of Friefland, &c. But this year being expelled by his fubje£ts, 
tlie Emperor Charles V. took him under his proteflion, and expelled the Gueldrians, wlio had 
aided thofe of Utreclit, and had taken the Hague and oilier towns : yet the condition of this 
crafty Emperor’s reftoration of that Prelate, was, his refigning to him for ever allj his tem- 
poral jurifdiftion over his territories, which was a confiderablc acceliion of dominion to that 
Emperor. 

At this time, in the wars of Italy betw^een the Emperor Charles V. and Francis I. of 
France, the Imperialifts, commanded by Andrea Doria, took Genoa from the French ; and, 
by virtue of his agreement with the Emperor, Doria, to his immortal honour, reftored his 
native country of Genoa to that liberty, and form of government, which it lias enjoyed to 
the prefent time, inftead of imitating the Medici Family at Florence, as he might eafily have 
donp. 

A war being likely to break out between England and the Emperor, (King Henry VI TI. 
having at this time entered into engagements with France) Lord Herbert thereupon remarks, 
“ that our merchants, who ufed not then the trade to the many northern and remote countries 
“ they now frequent, fo refee ing* the confequence of thofe wars, refufed to buy the cloths that 
** were brought to Blackwell Hall in London j whereupon the clothiers, fpimiers, and carJ- 
ers in many {hires in England began to mutiny : for appeafing whereof, the Cardinal Mi- 
“ nifter commands our merchants to take off thofe cloths at a rcafonable price from the poor 
“ men’s hands, threatening, otherwife, that the King himfclf fhould buy them, and fell thcili 
** to ftrangers ; but the fulleii merchants, little moved herewith, fald they had no reafon to 
“ buy commodities they knew not how to vend : therefore, whatfoever was propofed for fta- 
pies at Calais, or at Abbeville,” (the Englifli ftaplc being then at Antwerp) “ our mcr- 

chants 



OP THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


51 

.. U. 

528 chants did not, or at leaft would not underftand It. But this dilcontentment did equally 
“ extend to the inhabitants of the Low Countries, and efpccially to thofc of Antwerp, where 

the chief mart was.’* 

This matter, however, blew over for that time ; yet this relation plainly flicws, that our 
commerce to the Netherlands was the moft important one we then poirelTcd. 

529 ^ Cortes, the Viceroy of Mexico, having fent Saavedra with three fliips from New Spain, for 
finding a palTage that way to the Moluccas or Spice Iflands, one of the fhips got fafe thither, 
and returned the fame way back to Panama in the year 1529, laden witli the fpices of thofc 
iflands. — This voyage prepared the way for the Spaniards pofleffing thcmfclves of the Philip- 
pine Ifles in the Indian Seas, which they hold to this time. 

The rapid progrefs of the Turks in Hungary, by Solyman the Magnificent, encouraged that 
daring monarch to approach Vienna, which he ventured to befiege in the year 1529 ; but here 
he met witli a* great overthrow, with the lofs of eighty thoufand of his army, and was forced 
to raifi that fiege with great precipitation. 

330 Thi catalogue of goods reftored in the year 1530, by King Hcnty VIIT. to his fiivouritc, 
Cardintl Wolfey, after he had been condemned to forfeit all his real and pcrfonal eflate, 
is to-S^lfS^d, with their valuation, though probably much undervalued, in the fourteenth 
of the Foedcra, p. 375, viz. 

pliite, at three fliillings and eight pence per ounce, (of which there were nine tliou- 
fand five hundred and fixty-five ounces and three-quarters). One thoufand ling, valued at 
fifty pounds, which is one fhilling each. Eight hundred cod, valued at forty pounds, the 
like. Eighty horfes, with their furniture, valued at one hundred and fifty pounds, or one 
pound feventeen fliillings and fix pence each. Four mules for the faddlc, with furniture, va- 
lued at fixty pounds, or fifteen pounds each. Six mules for carriage, valued at forty pounds, 
or fix pounds thirteen fliillings and four pence each. Sixty-two oxen, valued at eighty pounds, 
or one pound five fliillings and nine pence three farthings each. Eighty Ihccp, valued at twelve 
pounds, or three fliillings each. 

We may obferve, that this was only what the King thought proper to reftorc him, together 
with three thoufand pounds in ready money, which was equal to four thoufand five hu.ndrcd 
in our time ; and that, in all probability, there was much more of liis immciifc riches kept by 
the King. It is faid, that, of fine Holland linen alone, there were found in his houfc a 
thoufiiiid pieces : and one may judge of the reft by this pattern, (fays Rapin). Mr. Keyflcr, 
in the Euglifli Tranflation of his Travels in the years 1729 and 1730, aflerts, that, two 
hundred years before, one dollar would go as far as ten would do in his time. That might 
poflibly be fo in his country of Germany, but the proportional difference was not fo great in 
England, France, and the Netherlands ; for he did not coiifider that a pound or livre, two 
hundred years before, contained much more filver (and poffibly alfo his dollar) than in our 
times ; thkt being the only juft rule to form a judgment of the rate of living at the two diftiiift 
periods. 

Tt may not be here improper to take notice of an aft of Parliament of this twenty-firfl: year 
of Henry VIII, cap. xii. for regulating of rope-making in the town of Bridport, (therein ai- 
rways named Burport) in Dorfetlhirc. It fets forth, “ That whereas, the people of that town 

have, out of time that no man’s mind is to the contrary, ufed to make moft part of all the 
** great cables, hawfers, ropes, and all other tackling, as well for your royal fliips and navy, 
V as for the moft part of all other fliips within this realm, by reafon whereof your faid town 
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1530 was right well maintained, &c.’’ — Then comes the grievances, viz. “ That the people of the 
“ adjacent parts to this town have fet up rope-making, and make flight goods, whereby^^ 
fays this aft, ‘‘ the prices of the faid cables, &c. arc greatly enhanced:” — (a very odd reafon 
truly for enhancing a commodity ! In fcveral other afts of Parliament of old, we find the 
pewterers, clothworkers, &c. companies of London, and other towns, in their complaints a- 
‘gainft Qjpn-frecmen, among other things confidently afferting, “ that a multiplicity of artifls 
“ caufes the enhancing of the prici the contrary of which is long fince known to be inva- 
riably true. Neither is the other accufation againft a multiplicity of workmen always true, 
viz. that of making fligl<|j|r goods, fince fuch a multiplicity will as often ftrivc to excel in 
goodiicfs and ingenuity as in chcapnefs) — ‘‘ and your faid town or borough, by means wherc- 
of, is like to be utterly decayed.” — This was probably true, and perhaps the only ground 
for procuring this law. — For remedy whereof it was enafted, 

I. “ That all libemp growing within five miles of Bridport, fii all be fold no where but in 

‘‘ that town. / 

II . No perfons, other than fuch as fliall dwell and inhabit the faid town, fliil make, out 
of the faid town, any cables, hawfers, &c. made of hemp, in any other pl4.ee or places 

“ within the faid diftance of five miles from the faid town.” 

This law is but too palpable a confirmation of what we have clfewherc the 

preambles to many afts of Parliament, and alfo very often the reafons afiigned fy particular 
clauCes, arc by no means to be relied on, in point of juft and true reafoning. 

In this fame year 1 530, the city of London obtained a decree of tlic Star Chamber, wherein 
it is reprefented, 

I. That the realm is over-run with foreign manufafture.?. 

TL “ That foreigners export bacon, cheefe, powdered beef, mutton, &c. whereby great 
portions of corn, viftual, &c. grown and bred within the realm are confumed.” 

Thcfe are fuch grievous accufations as would generally be deemed blclfings in our days. 

‘‘ Thus” fays a reverend and learned modern writer (Dr. Tucker) on this fubjeft, to whom 
wc are indebted for this decree, “ did the monopolizing focieties, in thofe infant days of com- 
mercc, impofe on the legiflaturc, not then judges of commerce. And by fuch means, fo- 
“ reigners, being greatly difeouraged, withdrew from us, and with them many of our own 
“ manufaftures ; infomuch that our woollen manufaftures very much declined, and foreign 
“ cloth was fold cheaper than our own, by means of thofe monopolizing laws ; the nation 
grew thinner of people, and provifions not felling fo well, the gentlemen turned much land 
“ into fhecp-walks, for fiipplying the Netherlands with wool.” 

In an aft of Parliament of this fame year, cap. xiii. intitlcd, Spiritual Perfons abridged 
from having Pluralities of Livings, and from taking of Fcfms, &c.” there is the following 
chiufc, ‘‘ And be it enafted, that if any perfon, having one benefice with cure of foul, being 
of the yearly value of eight pounds or above, accept and take any other, with cure of foul, 

“ — that then, and immediately after fuch poflelfioh had thereof, the fitft benefice fhall be 
“ judged in the law to be void. And it ihall be lawful to every Patron, having the advowfon 
thereof, to prefent another ; and the prefentce to have the benefit of the fame, in fuch man- 
‘‘ ner and form as though the incumbent had died or rcfigried,” 

Now although clergymen, in thofe times, were all firrgle perfons, it muft be allowed that 
forty pounds of our money is but barely, and indeed hardly, fuflicient to keep a finglc man 

with 
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1530 with decency ; for the rate or proportion of living appears then to have been near about five 
times cheapf^r than in our days, when we confider the before mentioned valuation of Cardinal 
Wolfey’s cattle though this clergyman's eight pounds was dill equal to twelve pounds of 
our filver coin* 

This year 1530 is alfo memorable for the rc-eftablilhinent of the Medici Family as fovc- 
reigns in Florence; which city being taken by the Emperor Charles the Fifth’s army, after 
an obdiiiatc rcfiftance, the Florentines, in their capitulation, ftipnkted the enjoyment of their 
ancient lil)erty, but left it to that Emperor to fettle the form ofj^ir future government. The 
Emperor, without regarding the capitulation, eftablilhed Al^mler de Medicis, who had 
manical a natural daughter of the Emperor’s, to be'liercditary Sovereign of Florence, in whofe 
lineage it remained to our days ; when Cofmo, the laft duke, died without ifTiic, and it was 
fettled in the houfe of Lorrain. 

In this year, Dionyfius Harris, of London, merchant, was appointeef by King Henry VII L 
to be Cc^nful of the Englifli merchants at Caiidia during life. — Foedera, volume xiv. p. 389. 
This is fe\ie fiid Englifhman who was appointed Conful in thofe remote parts, where the Eng- 
lilh coini^'icrce being but fmall, our own merchants might not as yet he well enough acquaint- 
ed^ witlvtl^'iiruftoms, language, &c. for that office. The year following, the King appoint- 
ed aTa/vigner (ib'id^ p. 424) to be Conful at Scio, or Chios, and parts adjacent in the Archi- 
pelago, ^nring the King’s plcafure only ; whereas, till now, all foreign confuls had been coiv- 
Hitutcd fuch during life. 

It was about this time, (or rather a little fooner, according to Paulo Paruta's Hiftory of Ve- 
nice, book vii. part i .) that the famous Turkifh Sultan, Sol y man 11 . ftiled the Magnificent, 
is faid to have been firll infl:ru£tcd, by his famous Admiral Barbavofla, to manage a navy, and all 
things elfe relating to maritime armaments ; the Turkifli Emperors having, till now, applied 
thenifelvcs principally to the increafing their power by land armies only. It was by this fam- 
ous fca commander’s advice that the Turks firft manned their gallies with flaves, inflcad of 
having before been manned with only raw and inexperienced men. By fuch regulations did 
Barharofla greatly increafe the Ikill and ftrength of the Turkifh navy, which, from that time, 
became much more terrible to Chriftendom than it had ever been ; which not only the Ve- 
netians, but alfo the Genoefe, foon and fadly experienced, by the lofs of moft of their ifles 
and ports in the Levant Seas. Yet, in our days, the naval ftrength and Ikill of the Turks is 
again greatly diininiflied. 

In this fame year 1530, Hcyradin BarbarofTa-BafTa, obfcrvlng that the Span Ifli fort on the 
ifland before Algiers was an obftruftion to the fafe lying of his fhips, determined to be mal- 
ter of it, and he accordingly befieged and took it: whereupon, he joined that ifle to the city 
by a noble mole, fo that it has ever lince been a fine and fafe harbour. This fame Heyradiii 
did infinite mifehief to the commerce of the Chriflians iji the Mediterranean. 

Laftly, lb early as this time, according to Hakluyt, Captain William Hawkins of Ply- 
mouth, made a voyage to the Guinea Coaft, and traded there for elephant’s teeth, hz. and 
from thence failed to Brafil, where he alfo traded. In thofe early days, the Europeans had 
not as yet confined the ccinmerce of their American colonies fo entirely to thcmfclves, as to- 
tally to exclude the approach of all other nations thither. Captain Hawkins traded to Brafil 
again in the year 133a. 

153^ Several hiftorians tell us, that in the year 1531, a terrible eaithquake happened at the 
citj of Lifbon, which lafted eight days, and overthrew one tlioufand five hundred houfes and 
many churches. 

Tha 
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The fame year, the new canal from Bruflcls to Antwerp was begun, but not compleated till 
the year 1560. 

Antwerp, being now in great profperity, and poflefling an immenfe commerce, the inha- 
bitants built their then famous Bourfe, or Exchange, the nobleft of that age in Europe, for 
the daily refort of merchants of all nations. Upon the front of that edifice, according to 
Louis^uicciardini, in his Hiftory of the Netherlands, there waathe following infcriptioii : 

S. P. Q. A. 

In Vfunt Negotiatorut^^ujufeunque Nationls ac Urbtfque (tdeo fu^ X^rnamcniim^ 

Jnno MDXXXi, d Solo extrui curaverunt. 

/. e. The Senate and People of Antwerp crefted this Strufturc for the Accommodation of 
Mcrchants^of all Nations and Languages, and for an ornament to their City, in the 
year 1531.’* f 

/ 

Guicciardini gives us the rife or original of this name of Bourfe, given to (lich edifices in 
fcvcral cities of Europe. 

There was, it feems, before this time, a fquare commodioufly fituated in tlitt^rflcflc of the 
city of Bruges, in which flood a large ancient building that had been erefted the noble fa* 
niily of La Bourfe, (which fignifies Purfe in French and Flemifh) whofecoatof arms on its 
walls was three purfes. The merchants of Bruges made this old houfe the place of their daily 
aflemblies \ and when afterwards they went to the fairs of Antwerp and Mons, they called the 
places they found there for the merchants aflcmbling, by the name of La Bourfe, or the Bourfe 
or Purfe; w^here, at length, that name alone obtained. The French merchants alfo carried 
that name to the fame, kind of places at Rouen, and even as far as Touloufe : yet, (fays he) 
Queen Elizabeth of England, in whofc reign he wrote, upon viewing the newly-ere6lccl mag- 
nificent Bourfe of London, would needs have it called the Royal Exchange, though foreign- 
ers there Hill, (fays he) call it the Bourfe Royale. He tells us alfo, that in Antwerp there is 
an handfomc edifice, called the Englifh Bourfe, built in the year 1550, for the accommodation 
of Englifii merchants and their merchandize. Alfo another noble bourfe or ftrufturc for the 
German Hans-towns merchants, and their merchandize, called in Latin, Domus Hanfev Teu- 
tonic a? faert Romani Imperii, 

From Stowe, and other old writers of the Englifli annals, wc learn, that, in this year, the 
rates or prices of the following provifions in England were, viz. an ox, one pound fix fhillings 
and eight pence ; a fiieep, two fhillings and ten pence ; an hog, tlirec fiiilJings and eight pence ; 
a pig and a capon, fix pence. 

My Lord Herbert relates, that King Henry VITI. being, in this fame year, informed, tint 
Italian and other foreign merchants brought commodities into England which they fold well, 
and then returned the money home by exchange, to the cxhauftlng of the wealth of this realm, 
and diminution of his cuftoms ; he therefore iflued a proclamation, purfuant to a branch of a 
ftatutc of King Richard III. “ That no money they took here for felling their wares Ihould 
“ be exchanged to other countries, but fhould be employed in the commodities of feis realm, 
‘‘ which, as long as It was obferved, proved a great benefit to both King and fubjedl.’^ This 
might poffibly be true in thofc days, and is one proof of the fmallnefs of commerce, compared 
to what it is in our time, when fuch unrcafouable reftraints would create infinite diforders in 

t com- 



55 


OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 

1531 commerce, if not a total ftagaation, wherever they Ihould take place. It therefore alfo lliews 
how little that King’s advifers underftood the true nature of commerce, and the true interell 
of the kingdom. 

Beggars, and the other neceflitous poor of England, had as yet no other relief than an aft 
of Parliament of this twenty-fccond year of King Henry VlII. cap. xii. in the year 1531, 
whereby the jiifticcs of every county were empowered to grant licences to poor, aged, and im- 
potent perfons, to beg within a certain precin£V ; and iuch as ihould beg without or beyond 
that licence or precinft, were either to be whipped, or elfc to be fet in the ilocks three days 
and three nights, with bread and water only : alfo begging vag^onds Ihould be whipped, 6cc. 
as in King Henry Seventh’s reign, in the year 1496. 

In this fame year, the Emperor Charles V. piiblilhcd a long cdi£l: in his Netherland pro- 
vinces, much to the fame clfeft, wherein he juftly remarks, That the trade ot beggirjg fixes 
them in idlcncfs, and leads them into bad courfes of life ; none thcrc^re, except mendicant 
friars aijd pilgrims, fhall beg, under pain of imprifonment, whipping, &c. yet poor people, 
reduced i)y fire, war, or inundations arc alfo an exception. — All the poor reliding in our pro- 
vinces one whole year lhall remain where they are fettled, and fhare in the alms wliicli lhall 
be ordered them ; and a common purfe to be cftablilhcd at all poor houfes, hofpitals, brother- 
hoods, &c. where alms is ufually given, poor boxes in churches, and once or twice in every 
week magiftrates fliall colleft alms in churches, and at private houfes, for the faiJ poor. — Idle 
and roguifli livers fhall be compelled to work. — Poor women in childbed, and alfo orphans 
and foundlings, to be taken care of, and the latter put to fchools, and taught on Sundays and 
holidays the pater nofter, creed, and ten commandments, and put to trades and fcrvices. But 
fincc thoic old times, Holland has fo greatly improved in their methods of provifion for liclp- 
Icfs poor, and the forcing idle ones to labour, as make their regulations a pattern for all other 
nations upon cartli. 

1532 A very great alteration now happened both in the form and in the fubftance of the law in 
Scotland, occaficned by King James Fifth’s inllituting a new College of Juilice, commonly 
called the Bench of the Lords of Council and Seffion, framed upon the model of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris; that Prince being much attached to French uiages, by having mariicd both 
his Queens from France. It confifted, and ftill confiils, of a Lord Prelidcnt and four other 
Lords, commonly together called the fifteen Lords of Seffion, but, in more legal Icnfe, the Se- 
nators of the College of Juflicc. “ Thclc,” fays our Camden, “ fit and admiuillcr juflice, not 

according to the rigour of law, but with reai'on and equity. They are governed by the civil 
‘‘ Jaw, in cafes where no ftatutc law nor Jong cullom intervenes,” as they were before hy the 
feudal law. Some make this alteration of the Scotilh law to have happened live years later, 
viz. in 1537. 

In volume xiv. p. 433, of the Foedera, we fee that King Henry Vill. liaving entered ini-o 
a ilrifler alliance with King Francis 1 . of France aguinil the Emperor Charles V. the mari- 
time force of each party was toconfill ofa fquadron of lliips, (not naming eitiicr their number 
tonnage, or force) having one thoufand five hundred Ibldicrs in it, with artillery, Ac. wdiich 
f juaJron, when demanded by cither party, was to cruize between Uiliant and the Downs for 
fi^x months in the year, for the defence of both coafls of England and I’rance from the at* 
tempts of the Emperor. And if, in the Netherlands, the Emperor Ihould, at any time, feizc 
on the Englilh merchants and their effefts, Francis licrcby obliges hlmfclf to feize on the 
Neiherlanders efFcds in France for fatisfadion. On the other fide, Henry ftipuhuea to do the 

fame 
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1532 fame in England in behalf of the French merchants, in cafe the clFcfts of thefc laft fliould be 
leized in the faid Netherlands. 

The Inibcckers fall out with the Hollanders, on account of the afllftancc afforded by the 
latter to King Chrifliern of DcnniarTc. 

In the twenty-third year of King Henry VIII. fays Hall’s Chronicle, p. 201, upon Stokef- 
ley Bfthop of London’s exhorting lii^ inferior clergy, at a general meeting, to contribute to- 
wards paying the hundred thoiifand pounds which they had granted to the King, to exempt 
them fiom the premunlre^ the faid clergy replied, “ My Lord, twenty nobles a year is but a 

bare living for a prieft ; for now z^ttayk^ and every thing in manner, is fo dear, that poverty 
“ in manner forceth us to fay, Nay.” Now twenty nobles made but fix pounds thirteen 
Ihillings vand four-pence, and money not weighing above one and one-half of our filver coin, 
thofc clergy had not above ten pounds yearly to live on ; fo that the rate of living mull then 
Hill liavc been nrar five times as cheap as in our days. 

In tlic fitme year 1532, the new haven at Middeiburg in Zealand was begun, and was finilli- 
ed in two years after. 

Emperor Charles Fifth’s fleet, commanded by Doria, confifting of eight great fliips 
of war and forty-four gallies, was now fo fuperior to that of the Turks, that they durft not 
face them. Doria therefore took Coron in the Morca, after a fliarp fiege'; and then he failed 
up the Arcliipclago, and took the Afiatic callle of the Dardanelles, but was not able to take the 
European callle, by rcafon of the approach of a great body of Turkilh forces ; wherefore h.e 
failed liomcwards. Coron was, in the year following, befieged by the Turks with eighty gal- 
lics ; but the Imperialifts, with thirty lliips and twenty-feven gallics, ol)ligcd the Tiiiks to 
abandon the liege of that place. 

By a ftatute of this twenty-third year of King Henry VIII. cap. vii. in confirmation of one 
of the fifth of Richard 11 . concerning the importation of wines to be in EngliOi ll)ips only, 
and by Englifli mailers and mariners, the prices of the following wines arc thus afeertained, 
viz. None fliall fell any French wines above eight-pence per gallon, or one-penny per ])int ; 
“ nor Malmfey, Sack, Rumney, or other fwxet wines, above twelve-pence per gallon.” 

By the eighth chapter of the faid twenty-third of King Henry Vllf. for mending the havens 
of Plymouth, Dartmouth, and Tcingmouth in Devonlhire, and of Falmouth and Fovvey in 
Cornwall, it is aflerted, that the faid ports were, in former times, efleemed the principal and 
moll commodious havens of England, until they became much choaked up by the gravel, 
land, rubble, &c. of certain works of tin in thofe counties, called ftream w^orks ; and that 
Ihips of eight hundred tons burden have formerly come eafily into thofc havens at low 
water, whereby a great multitude of Ihips, as well foreign as Engliih, have been preferved 
and faved ; whereas now' a fiiip of one hundred tons can fcarccly enter them at half flood. 

^533 twenty-fourth of Henry Vlll. cap. iii. beef, pork, mutton, and veal were 

fiill diiefted to be Ibid by weight*; no perfoii to take above one halfpenny for a pound of beef 
or pork, nor above three fartliings for mutton and veal. On this occafion, James Howell, in 
his Lendinopolis, remarks, that the number of butchers in London and its fubiirbs did not 
then exceed eighty, each of whom killed nine oxen weekly, which, in forty-fix weeks, (none 
l>eing then killed in Lent) amounts to thirty-three thoufand one hundred aixl twenty oxen 
yearly. M y. Lord Herbert ohferves, that this law was afterward juftly repealed, in conlidcra- 
tion that unfeafonablc years did not permit any certain rule for tlic prices of flefh meat, which 
were afterward referred to be fixed occafionally by a committee of the Privy Council. 
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1533 another (latute, cap. xi, the ftrcet way between Chaiing-crofs and Strand-crofs/’ A f. 
near where Somerfet Houfe now is fitualcd, in the fuburbs of London, “ was clirefted to he 
fufficiently paved and maintained at the charge of the owners of the laiuU adjoiiiiin^d^ 
TJiis flievvs that the Strand w^as not as yet built into a continued ftrcet. 

A ftatutc in this fame twenty-fourth year of Henry VIIL cap. iv. dircClccl, that for every 
fixty acres of land in England fit for tillage, one rood fliould be fown with ilax feed or Jiemp 
feed. And by the fifth of Queen Elizabeth, cap. v. that Queen had powder, by her proclama- 
tion, to revive that law in fuch counties as fhe fliould judge proper, forlhe ]>ettcr pro- 
vifion of nets for help and furtherance of lifhing, and for elbhewing of i Jlencfs but no 
mention of a linen manufadlurc is therein made. » 

The currant-tree, or flirub, is, by fcvcral authors, faid to have been, in or about this year 
1533, firft brought from the ifle of Zantc, belonging to Venice, and planted in England ; its 
fi ui: then being, by thofe authors, called grapes of Corinth. This ifuly delicious fruit or 
grape is long fincc become every where in fuch great plenty, througliout Ihitain and Ireland, 
tiiar it w^ould be difficult to convince feme people that currants were not original natives here ; 
wliicli is alfo the cafe of many other fruits, plants, roots, and flowers. Dr. Heylin, in his 
Colmographv, obferves, TJiat the people of the i Hand of Zante were very poor when fir ft: 
“ tlic Englifh'reforted to trade thither for their currants; and that thofe iflanders much won- 
‘‘ dcred to what end they annually brought away fuch quantities ; afking the EngTnli, whether 
“ they ufed their currants to dye cloths, or elfe to fatten their hogsr^’ He avlds, ‘‘ that our 
“ trade thither has enriched thofe illandcrs.*’ 

In the fame year 1533 , the Lubeckers, who had been ferviceablc to Guftavus Erickfon, 
otl)cr\vife named Vafa, of Sweden, demanded of him the foie right of trading on his northern 
fea-coafts ; but this being, by that great Prince, judged unrcafonable, they thereupon demanded 
immediate payment of what he owed th^m; and allb joining with the refugees of the exiled 
King Cliriilicrn’s party, they propofed to thcmfcivcs, fays PuiTeudorf, no Icfs than the 
coiKjucft or tlie northern kingdoms. 

Conccniing this King Guftavus I. Voltaire obferves, ‘‘ Tliat he was the firft of the Swedilh 
Lings who made foreign nations fcnilblc of the weight which Sweden might have in the af- 
fairs of Europe, at a time when European policy was putiing on a new face, and when firft 
the notion was ftarted of a balance of power. Sweden/' continues this author, ‘‘ had as 
yet no regular commerce nor mar, ii fa flu les, am! the uftfu! iipamiions were unknown there. 
It wxy this King Guftr.vus who firft drew the Swedes out of cd>fci:rity, aiid likewife encour- 
aged the Danes by his example.” 

"riieciiy andftate of 'i’unis was now reduced to the fnbjcrtion and olwlicncc of the Otto- 
man court, by means of Meyradin the Turkifh rover, to whom that people, who were di(- 
contented witli their King, applied for relief. Wiicicupon, Heyradin ioyfally add;. (led 
.Solyman the Magnilicent, wlto font a fleet and anny to be under Ilcvradiifts dircfUoii, 
with which he pofleflcd Idmiivlf of the city and kingdom of Tunis, and expelled iheir 
King ATftey-Haflhn : thus 'Ennis came under the protection of the Cirand KScignior, who ap- 
pointed Heyradin to be KeEl tliercof. 

^534 Jacques Cartier failed from France in tlie year 1534, with one ihip, upon clifcovcrics, cliicf- 
ly witli a view to find a north-weft paflage to the Eaft Indies. He filled into the Ilav of St. 
Lawrence, as far as the ifle of Affumption, and rcturnc<d home the fame year. 'Ehe next 
ycjr he failed up the great river of Sc. Lawrence, or Canada, with three ffiips, as far as Mom- 
VoL. IL . H 
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1534 real, two liniidred leagues from its entrance, and wintered there amongft the natives; feme of 
whom, with their King, he invited on board his fhip, 6 n pretence of an entertainment, and 
carried them home to St. Maloes, (where their King died four years after) in hopes thereby to 
gain a perfe£t knowledge of their country, and of the expcdled pafTage to India. But, it feems, 
this treacherous dealing juftly provoked the natives fo far, that they could not, in many years 
after, he brought to permit the French to trade thither. On Cartier’s return, in the year 1536^ 
he found many French fhips filhing on the Banks of Newfoundland, which Ihevvs how early 
the F rcnch engaged in that filhery. 

Cartier made iro fettlcment in Canada, but erefted a crofs there, with tire arms of his 
King, Francis I. and called the country La Nciuvolle France ; yet a village there has perpe- 
tuated his name to this day. In Sebaftian Munftcr’s Geographia vetus et nova, Baiilc.r, 1540, 
there is a map of America, which he calls Novus Oi bis, and names that part where Canada is 
lituated, FrancilVa; he alfo has C. Britonumon his map, wlKrc Cape Briton is litualcd. 

By an. aft of Parliament in this twenty-fifth year of King Henry V 111 . cap. viii. the high- 
ftreet in London, between Holborn-bridge and Holborn-bars, at the well-end thereof, w.as 
direfted to be paved with paving-ftone ; that is, wc may fuppofe, from St. Andrew's church, 
weftward,. the other part down to the bridge being already paved. 'I'be llrects of Southwark 
were by tlie fame ftatutc alfo direfted to be paved ; and that every one Ihall maintain the faid 
pavement before his own ground, or forfeit to the King fixpeuce for every yard fcjuarc. 

Under the year 1489, wc have feen the Ibatc of hulb.tndi y in England at that time. It feems 
the evil then complained of was grown to a greater liead in this iwcnty-iifth of Iving Henry 
the Eighth; for a law now made, cap. 13. “ reprefents the cuftom of cngrolling great mim- 
“ bers ofllicep in one man’s hands, for that end keeping many farms in the fame hands, as a 
“ • prafticc which, has been but within, a few years pall ; putting fuch lands as they can get into- 
“ pafture, ajul not to tillage ; whereby tlicy not. only pulled down churches and towns, and 
“ enhanced the old rates of rents, or elfe brought tlaem to fuch excellive lines, that jio poor 
“ man is able to meddle with them, but alfo have enhanced the prices of all manner of corn, 
“ cattle, wool, pigs, geefe, hens, chickens, eggs, &c. by reafon whereof, a marvellous mul- 
“ titude of people be not able toprovidc meat, deaths, &c, for themfclvcs and families. One 
“ of the greateft occalions why thofe greedy and covetous people do keep fuch great qu.antities 
“ of lands in tlicir hands, from the occupying of the poor hulbandman, and do ufc it in pal- 
“ turc and not in tillage, is only the gveat profit that cometh of fliecp, now got into few per- 
“ fons hands, in refpeftof the whole number of the King’s fubjefts; folbatfome have twenty- 
“ four tlioufand, fomc twenty thoufand, fome from ten thoufand to five thoufand Ihcep ; wlitrc- 
“ by a good fheep, that ufed to be fold for two fliillings and fourpence or three fliilllngs, at 
“■ moft, is now fold for fix fhillings, or five fliillings, or four fliillings at Icaft ; and a ilone 
“ of wool, which ufed to be fold for one fhilling and fixpcnce, or one Ihilling and eightpcncc, 
“ is now fold for four Ihillingls, or three fhilling^ and fourpence, at Icaft, &c. — Which 
“ things tend to tlie decay of hofpitality, the diminifhing of the people, and to the let of clotb- 
“ making, whereby many poor people have been accuftomed to be feton work. — For rented v, 
“ it was in fubftance enafted, 

“ 1 . That none fhall keep above two thoufand four hundred flteep, exclufive of lajptbs, at 
“ any one time, anlefs it be on liis own lands of inlteritance ; in which cafe he. is not hereby 
^ limited, itor are fpi ritual perfons. 
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*534 No man fliall hold above two farms ; in the parifli of one of which two he mall be 

“ obliged to live and refide himfelf.” 

The increafe of tiic woollen manufafture incrcaling the demand for wool, gave rife to this 
praftice of engrofling farms, and turning them into flieep-walks : which, undoubtedly, can 
be managed by much fewer hands than tillage farms, fo that depopulation nmfl ncccffarily 
enfue^ 

We have feen tlic monopolizing law in favour of the town of Bridport, for engrofiing 
rope-making to tliemfelves, cxclufivc of the villages or open country. We have now fucli 
another, upon a petition to Parliament from the city of Worceftcr, and the towns of Evclham, 
Droitwich, Kidderminfter, and Bromfgrove; representing, That the faid cities and towns 
were, in times pall, well and fubllantially inhabited, and employed in the manufafture of 
woollen cloths, until, within a few years paft, that divers perfoiis, dwelling in the hamlets, 
tlionps, and villages of the faid fliire, have not only engroffed and takcif into their hands fan 
dry farms, and become graziers and hulbandmcn, but alfo make all manner of cloths, and cn.- 
cicife weaving, falling, and Ihearing, within their own houfes, to the great depopulation of 
the hiid city and towns. For remedy, it was hereupon enafled, cap. xviii. That no pcrfoii 
“ within Worceflerfhire fhall make any cloth but the proper. inhabitants of the faid city and 

towns, excepting perfons who make cloths folely for their own and family’s wearing.” 

Thus, the Icgiflature, in former times, were too often miftaken with refpeft to the true in- 
tercll of the public. It is the cheapnefs of the manufafture which enables the merchant to ex- 
port it, and to underfell all foreign competitors ; and the thus confining it to towns, was the 
way to make it come dearer to the merchant than it would have done, had it been in the open 
country, where every ncceflary is cheaper than in towns ; which point thofe Worceftcr mono- 
polifts well underftood, and that therefore they could not hold the manufafturcs long, without 
a veftrifting law to bring it back folely to thcmfelves. Formerly, the counties of Surrey, 
Berks, 8.C. adjacent to London, enjoyed a confiderable woollen manufafture ; but their vicinity' 
to the metropolis occafioning all, or moft ncceflaries to become dearer than in more remote 
parts, the diftant northern and weftern counties have got that manufafture to themfclves : and 
as tlic northern counties have necelTarics confidcrably cheaper than the weftern ones, it is ap- 
prehended they will, in time, gain confiderable ground on the latter in this refpeft. 

The progrefs which the Portuguefe made, at this time, in the Eaft Indies was very extraordi- 
nary. We find Da Cunha, in this year, had built the fort of Diu, had fent a fleet one hun- 
dred leagues up the river Indus, and had invaded the kingdom of Cambaya with his land- 
army. But, as it is not our defign to give a particular relation of their exploits in India, the 
reader may confiilt Captain Stevens’s Portuguefe Afia, printed in Englifli, in 1695, in three 
volumes, in oftavo. 

The Hans-towns of Lubeck and Hamburg muft have been, at this time, very confiderable, 
as well as enterprizing, when, according to my Lord Herbert’s Hiftory of King Henry VIII. 
of England, ‘‘ that King, to ftrengthen himfclf againft the Pope and the Emperor, being de- 
firous to have a King on the throne of Denmark, then vacant and cleftive, in his iiuercft, had 
an offer made to liim by thofe two cities, that, for the fum of one hundred thoufand crowms, 
•‘^they would make a King of Denmark who fliould be at his devotion.” — See the year 1 52;. 

That a great fum of money was lent by that King on this account,” according to a 13 utcli 
hiftory which his Lordfhip had feen ; “ whereupon alfo they proceeded in their war, which 
at laft being compofed, King Henry demanded re-paymcnt> they having failed in their 

Ha « under. 
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1534 ‘‘ undertaking.” It feems, that on the death of King.Jf?tcdcric I. of Dtinmark, when that 
kingdom w.as much divided by fa£lions, thofe Hans-citlcs found means to perfuadethe fenates 
of Copenhagen and Malmoc to join in their confederacy ; and thus ftrengthened, they at firft 
had great fuccefs againft the Danes ; *who having, however, in the end, eleftcd King Chrif- 
tian III. and being alfo aHiflcd with money, ihips, and troops by KingGuftavus L of Swe- 
den, rticy beat the Lubcckcrs near Hcllinburg, and afterwards, in a fea-fight, defeated their 
whole fleet, carrying a great many of their Ihips into Denmark. 

According to Hakluyt’s fecond volume, p. 96, from about the years T51 1 and 151a, to the 
year 1534, divers tall fhips of London, and of Southampton and Briflol, had an nnnftial trade 
to Sicily, Candia, and Chios, and fometimes to Cyprus, and to '.rrircii and Barutli in Sy- 
ria. They exported thither fundry forts of woollen cloths, calf-flcin \ kc. and imported from 
tlicncc filks, camblets, rlmbarb; malmfc}^ niufcaclel, and other wines; oils, cotton-woo!, 
Turkey carpets, galls, and India fpices : our merchants likewiib employed at this time fevcral 
foreign fhips in that trade, as Candians, Ragnfins, Sicilians, Cjcnoeic, and Venetian galeiull-s ; 
alfo Spanifli and Portuguefc fhips : yet, in thofe days, they generally were a whole year in 
thofe voyages, as were two flaips going tins year from London to Candia and Clnos ; whicli 
voyage was found fo hay.ardous and dangerous, tint one of thofe Ihips was put into J>lac!;\vall 
clock, and never more went to fea. 

3535 The next year, a (hip of ihrce liundrcd tons, from London, went on the fame Levant vov- 
age, with one hundred perfons in her, and returned in eleven months, and the mer- 

chants fettled fliftors in thofe places. All which particulars the indefatigable 1 hkiuyt, long- 
after, colleftcd from the ancient merchant books of thofe times; and he traced thofe voyages 
down even to the year 1 552, though they were not fo frenuent in the latter years as in the 
former. In thofe parts they met with French and Genoefe Ihips. There are journals remain- 
ing of thofe old voyages, v.diich flicw how diflicnlt they were then thouglit to be. 

The expelled King of Tunis, Mulcy-IIaflan, being taken under the protedlion of the Em- 
peror Charles V. becaufe Heyrndin Barbarufla, who expelled him, mid who was app*)in:c j 
EalTa of Tunis, was inceflantly infeidlng the confls of Naples and Sicily ; the Ihiiperor, 
fore determined, in this year 1535, to chaflife Ilcyradiu’s infolence, by attacking his lu w d.o- 
niinloiis with a powerful fleet and land-forces from Spain, with which he net only took the 
city of Tunis and the fort refs of Golctta, hut dilconuitcd Ilcyradin both by fca aitJ land; 
whereupon he reflored King M»jley IkfiEm, and delivered many Chriflian cajnivcs. But it 
was agreed that Haflan Ihould remain v.irlrr Charles’s prou ftion, and the Golctta fort be g:>i- 
rifonecl by Spanifli troops, at Mii!ey-I ladan’s expence; that commercial privileges were to rvj 
rdlovvcJ to all Cliriftian?, and their churc)i<*s nflerateJ in Tunis; all which was enough to 
make the Moors hate their King more than before: the Spaniards, therefore, loon loll all 
which tlicy had conquered in tljat quarter. 

On this occafion, wo mufi no^ forget the great generofity of a very famous and rich mer- 
chant of Augfburg, named Fugger, w1k> liad allb an houfc and great dcaiing-s at Autvvcip. — 
For defraying tlic expence of this expedition to I'unis, the Emperor had ruji greatly in debt 
to Fugger, who had, at this time, tlic honour of the Emperor’s partaking of an ciircrtainmciit 
at his houfc; when, to teflify his refpeft for that Prince, he not 0!ily made a lire in his hall 
witli cinnamon, but, which entertained his Imperial Majefly much more, Fiiggcr, hcVoic his 
face, threw all the Emperor’s bonds into tliat coflly fire, now made much more fo by that 
great act of gcncrofity. 


It 
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1535 It was in this year, according to my Lord Herbert, that great ordnance of brafs, as cannon 
and culveriiis, were firft made in England, they having before been obtained from foreign 
parts* 

We may have already obferved, that fince the accefllon of King Henry VIIL tlicrc was not 
only a great increafe of the woollen manufaftiirc of England, but likewife of its foreign com- 
merce, and alfo many other marks of incrcafing riches. Neverthclefs, any one entirely un- 
acquainted with the circumftances of England at that time, would be led to imagine quite the 
contrary, by only perufing the preambles of certain a£ls of J'arliainent of the twenty-fixth and 
twenty-feventh years of that King’s reign, where it is faid, “ That great numbers of houfes 
“ have, of a longtime, lain in ruins in the city of^Norwicli, occafioned by a fire there twenty- 
fix years before ; alio in Lynn Blihop in Norfolk; and in Nottingham, Shrewlbury, Lud- 
‘‘ low, Gloccfier, Bridgnorth, Qjiiccnborough, and Northampton; many of which ruins, 
“ filled witli nafiinefs, arc in tljc principal llrcets of thofc towns, wh^rc, in times paft, have 
been bcJiutiful dwelling heufes well itihabited. And therefore the ov»nicrs are thereby 
“ direfted to rcbiiild them in a fi:;ecl time, or clfc the property to go to the Lord of the 
“ manor, or to the community of thofc i‘cfi)cflivc towns.” 

Upon which we fiiall only ol>fcrvc, that no certain opinion or judgment can be formed of 
the general ftate of a netion from the dcclcnfion of certain particular towns in it. Commerce 
is ever fhlftlng and varying ; and there arc, even in our days, (when commerce and wealth arc 
fo greatly increafed fince tliofc times) particular towns that are in a declining Hate, from cer- 
tain local circumfiances. Pofiibly, and even probably too, the manufafturcs of thofc towns 
we Ixivcjufi mentioned, or at Icail of feme of them, by fpreading into the adjacent villages, 
aiid pci haps into ether conntics, rnirht be the occafion of fnch dcclcnfion. Polfibly alfo, the 
fkh'ts or fnb-nrbs offome of ihefe places might be fo over-built, which is, in fomc degree, the 
cafe in London ilfcif, as to make tlic centers of fuch places neglc^flcd, more cfpecially i/ thofc 
fu])aibs were exempted from the heavy freedom fines of fuch corporations ; whicli lall con- 
fkl. raiion I conceive to liavc been the probable caufc of the decay of thefe towns. 

In tills year the firH commercial treaty between any Chriftlan Monarch in Europe and the 
Otrc>man ]k)rtc wms c(<nclndcd between Ikancis 1 . King of France, and Solyman H. furnamed 
tbe rjagifiefeent, Tvnkifh Emncior or Sultan, It feems Francis had, before this time, been 
int’iguing at C<)n1lan.tinople, to biing the Turks to invade the imperial dominions c!i the 
ikle of Anf ria ; wli aelore, new Moil Clniilinn Ally of the Turks obtained, in return, 
many commercial privileges for the Ih*ench in Turkey, befide their being allowed to have a 
conful of their own naiioit in the fevcral ports of that kingdom, both for civil and criminal 
affairs, together with the private cxcrcifc of their own religio:!. 

Thefe privileges France alone enjoyed in Turkey for feme time, exclufive of all other Eu- 
ropean nations, who were not allowed to refort at all to that country, unlcik they came thither 
under tl:c protcflion of France, or under French colours. 

Tlic Venetian ftate next obtained a finfidar commercial treaty with the Turks, in 1580. 
And next to them the Englifh obtained the fame advantage, without the interpefition of any 
* other nation, in 1604. Andi then the Hollanders concluded a commcrcird treaty with the 
Turks. Lnft of all, Gctioi, though net till the year 1665, obtained alfo a conamercial treaty 
with the Cttonian Porte, as will be fticwn in the next century. 

In this fame year, Mcndov:a was fent from Spain with, two thoufand two hundred fi Idicrs 
to the river Dc la Plata, in Paraguay ; on the ibuth fide of which vaft river he founded the 
t ' town 
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152s town of Bucnos-Ayrcs, which, though foon abandoned during his abfcnce, was again rc^ 
founded, as alfo fonie other towns and colonies of Paraguay, 

1536 Until this year, Portugal enjoyed, without a rival, the folc trade of all the vaft wcfteni 
coahs of Africa, fo that confidcrable riches had been brought to Lilbon, even before the Por- 
^ tuguefe had made their dHcoveries in either the Eaftor Weft Indies. 

But n^xt to the Portuguefc, the Englifn now began to trade to the Guinea Coaft, fomc of 
whom, it is faid, were fo fuccefsful, as to bring home in one voyage above one hundred 
pounds weight of gold duft, befide elephants teeth, &c. Yet the Engtifli crefted no forts on 
that coaft tiil long after this lime. 

The French next (and foon indeed after) fell into this African trade, as will hereafter be 
fticwm ; and laft of all the Dutch engaged in it. 

In the fourteenth volume, p. 563, of the Fcedera, wc find that King Henry VIIL having 
fuppreffed the holpital or fifterhood of Seynt James in the FyJde near Wcllminfter, he grants 
to one of thofc fifters, named Jane Harwood, fix pounds thirteen Ihlllings and four* pence per 
' annum, (equal to ten pounds of our money : — Sec the year I53'.^) during life, for her fnppoi r. 
The King thereby declares, “ That the faid lioufe or hofpital of Seynt James in the i'yidc 
lie had now inclofed, and there made a park and manor for himfejf;” at prefent they arc 
the royal palace and park of St. James’s, in the liberty of Wcftminilcr, 

Ibid, p, 571, the Earl of Wiltfhirc, father to Queen Anne Boleyn, had now the office of 
Lord Privy Seal conferred on him, with tliefame falary as in foiniei reigns, viz. twenty Ihil- 
lings per day. 

In tliis twenty-feventh year of King Plcnry VIII. an cxtrcmciy well-judged of Parlia- 
ment paficd, cap. xxvi, “ whereby tlie Principality of Wales, wIikIi had long before been 
' abfolutcly brought under ful)jc£tion to the crown of England,’’ but by icafon of tljc w*ars 
with France, and between the houfes of York and Lancafter, a great part of it had be- 
come barbarous again, ‘‘ w’as now totally united and incorporated with England, its people 
“ being declared Englifli fubjefts to all intents whatever, and to be ful>Je6t to the laws of 
England alone; all their own peculiar tenures, defeents, cuftoms, am! iifagcs contrary 
‘‘ thereunto being hereby aboliftied. The whole Principality was now divided into twelve 
Ihircs, as at prefent, befide Monmouthfliirc and tlic town of Haverfordweft, whicli was 
“ before a county of itfelf.” And by the aft of the thirty-fourth and thirty*fifth of this 
King, cap. xxvi. it is declared, that eight have been (hires of ancient time, and the four new- 
ly made are Radnor, Brecknock, Montgomery, and Denbigh, In this copious aft, many 
regulations were made to reduce Wales entirely to the laws and cuftoms of England; and 
divers lordftiips and manors in the marches of Wales were annexed to the counties of Salop, 
Hereford, and Gloccfter. The Juftice of Chefter had annexed to his office the (hires of Den- 
bigh, Flint, and Montgomery, and yet, fays the aft, he (hall have nothing but his old fee of 
one hundred pounds yearly. And three other Juftices are appointed, each having three coun- 
ties under his circuit, and each of thefe three Jufticcs had fifty pounds yearly falary. 

By thefe wife regulations, not only all former national prejudices on cither fide have been 
gradually removed, but the people of Wales have been brought to a more induftrious courfe 
of living, by applying themfelves to manufafturcs, and the better cultivation of their lands ; 
fo that, in our prefent times, that country wears quite another and more beautiful afpe& than 
when this incorporating union was made. And we hear no more of the rapine, murders, 
before fo frequent on the borders or marches between England and Wales, but, <0 the 

mutual 
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1536 mutual felicity of both countries, a regular intercourfc has long fince been eftabliflied between 
them, in like manner as between one county of England and another. 

In Mr. Strype’s edition of Stowe’s Survey of London we find, that coals at Newcaftle were, 
this year, at two lliillings and fix-pence per clialdron, which might be about five fliillings at 
London. 

Under this year, Ifaacfon, in his Chronology, relates, “ That a terrible fire broke out in 
“ the city of Delft in Holland, which deftroyed the two churches, many monafteries, nine 
“ thoufand three hundred houfes ; and much people and wealth vvere conlunied, and only 
“ three hundred honfes left Handing.” For which he quotes Annales Belgicie. 

If Delft had, at that time, nine thoufand fix hundfed houfes in it, it muft have been a very 
confidcrablc city, containing fifty-feven thoufand fix hundred people, if only fix perfons be 
allowed to cacli bouie. 

In the latter end of the year 1533, and the beginning of this fiimc yt-ar 153^, King Henry 
VUI. fupprefied all the IclTer monafleries ; that is, fiich as had cfi.atcs not exceeding ivcfi liun- 
died pounds ptr annum, Bilhop- Ilurnct, tlic learned and judicious autlior of theHllIoi vof 
the Reformation, obferves, that the full report of the vifitation of tliofe houfes, previous to 
their fuiipreffion, is lofi ; yet he faw an extravT: of a part of it^ concerning one hundred and 
forty-four hoiifes, which contained abominations in it equal to any that were in Sodom ! In 
fome tliey found tools lor coining; and briefly,' in almolt all of them, tJie greateft Icwdncfs 
mul wickednefs. M'/ Lord Herbert, p. 441, feys, that the yearly amount of all thefc idler 
monnilcries was tbiriy-two thoufand pounds, but that the King fc;ld them at fuel) eafy r.'ites, to 
enable them to keep up tlie bofphality which the monks bad done wlien they were pollMitd of 
them, adding rbcrcto a penalty of fix pounds thirteen lliillings and four-ptnee per monih on 
the farmers and pollcffo-rs of the monaficrics and lands belonging to them, o’l f.ulure ol'k^e •- 
ing up hofpitaliry and hulbandry therein. “ But,” adds his Lcrdlhip, “ the penalty bein'r 
“ not ordinal ily re quired, due hofpitalitv was for tlie mofl part ncglcdUd;. for the forieitin r.v 
” being great, were, at the fupplication of the Parliament, (twenty-firft James T. cap. xxviiij 
” wholly aboliflied at length by the indulgence of that King.” Somewhat furciv oueJit to 
have been done in time, for })reventitig the poor from becoming lb heavy a weight on the 
landed and trading intercils, as it was eafy to fbrefee they would be the cafe on the liipprciTion 
of thofe monafleries, whofe kitchens were ever open to the poor of iheir nciflibourlKiod 
Had the purchalers of thofe church lands, in every parilli, been obliged by tl'.eir tenures to 
fiipport the. poor thereof, or at Icatl to contiibutc thereto in a mucii gre.ater and fixed pn)>'or- 
tion than others, it would have been extremely rc.-ifonablc, as they purcliafcd them at ve- y 
low prices. This would have been more conducive to the benefit of a free and trading pconh-, 
than my Lord Hcibert’s fclicme of annexing them all to the crown for ever, for enahlina our 
Kings to keep a good army and navy, without being obliged to have recourfc to tlic people’s 
purfes front time to time ; a dangerous fcheme for a free people ! 

It is faid there were ten thoufand monks and nuns difmifled by this fupprefilon of the lefler 
monailcrics, to feck their livings where they could. To the men, if in orders, was 'fiven a 
prieft’s habit, and forty fliilllngs in money; but to the mins only a gown, i'uch as feciilar 
w»mcn wore. Some, however, fays Lord Herbert, for fbrreudcring their houfes, got fni.,U 
yearly pcnllons. Now if thefe ten thoufand perfons could not, whilft in their monafleries 
fpend lefs annually than feven pounds each on a medium, tlicn the faid eftates were at kafl- 
worth, feventy thoufand pounds per aiinumj which funj.b.cing, by the increai'ed value of lands 
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1536 and other improvements in our days, equal to three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, at 
the rate of live to one, would be probably Icfs than their yearly value at this day. 

In the find year 15':; >, Henry VI IL gives encouragement to certain merchants to fend 

out two (Inps on difeovery to the north coails of America, where they vifited Cape Breton 
And Newfoundland ; and being in great d i fire fs for want of provifions there, they returned 
home in'^doher the fame year. And although this voyage proved unfavourable to the prin- 
cipal defign of finding a north wefi pafiage to India, yet it gave rife to the very beneficial 
fiJhcry of the Englilh on the hanks of Newfoundland ; on which barren illand one Mr. Hoarc 
of London, merchant, attempted a fcttlcateiu at this time, though he met with much misfor- 
tune in that iinfiicccfidu! attempt. 

In the fame twTnty-fcvcnth year of King Henry VIII. cap. 'xxv. an aft of Parliament pafied, 
‘‘ I'o enable the governors and magifi rates of counties, towns, and pariflics to find and keep 
every aged, pobr, and impotent perl^n, who fiiould have dwelt three years in any place, iw 
W'ay of voluntary alms, with fuch convenient alms as fhould be thouglit meet l)y their dif- 
cretion, fo as none of them fliall be compelled, (/. c. necefTitatcd) to go openly in beggijig; 
“ and to compel fturdy vagabonds to work. Alfo that children under fourteen years of age, 
“ and above five, who live in idlencfs, and (hall be taken begging, may be put to fervice. — 
No perfon fiiall make any open or common dole, nor fhall give any money in alms, but to 
the coiumon boxes and common gatherings in every parilh.” 

being the firfl law made in England that feemed to make any provifion for aged poor, 
f^c. yet being merely voluniarv, it will appear from fucceeding ones, that it did not prove hy 
any means cfilftual. I’lioic open doles were made by perfons of wealth, and of a charitable 
cifpc fitlon, at the gales of iheir lioiifcs on certain fixed times, whitiier the poor of the neigli- 
bouriiood came, at a known hour, to have money or provifions dealt out to them, and arc faid 
to be flili praftifed in our own days in many parts of Scotland. 

1537 I'herc having been an Englilh aft of Parliament, wdiich direfted of what length and breadth 
tl\c linen doths called lockrnms and dowlas, made in, and imported from Britany, Ihould 
Ijc, (a tiling-, indeed, fomewhnt extraordinary, to di reft: another nation concerning their own 
manufaft urea) the h’rench thereupon aldblutcly refufed to fell us linens of tiiofe dimenfions ; 
and as thofc linen cloths v;crc tifid to be paid for by Englilh woollen clotlis exported to Bri- 
tany, whereby great numbers of our w'cavers, tuckers, fpinners, dyers, wmol pickers, 
were conilantly ennpluyed ; all v/hicli being now fafpended, an aft of Parlinincnt w’as made in 
the twciUv -cigl'.tli ofHcmy VI IT, cap. Iv. w'liich repealed the above-named llatutc. 

By another fratutc cs'' f i'-i year, cap. xiv. the prices of wines arc fixed, viz. no perfon fltall 
fell any Gafeon or I h /t.ch .vines at rd ovc tigljt-pcr.rc per grdlon, and one penny per pint ; 
nor Malinlevs, Rjinn^vs, fa:ivS, and otl-er fweet w ines above twelve-pence per gallon, and 
and three jjalfpci-vc l!;c pint. 

About this time, according to Camden, in his Britannia, commenced the cloatliing trade 
of the town of ilijifax in Yorkfiiirc; his words arc to this effeft, “ l liat befide the then 
‘‘ largenefs of its pnriili, which contained eleven chapels and twelve thoufand men in it, no- 
thitig is fo admiralde in tliis town as tlic induftry of the inhabitnUs, who, notwithftand- 
ing an unprofitable barrcii 'oil, have fo flourifned hy the cloth trade, which, wit!)in feventy** 
** years paft, they firfl fell into,’^ — Camden publilhccl his firfl: edition in 1607, — ‘‘ that they arc 
become very rich, and have gained a reputation for this above their neighbours. And this 
cojifirms the truth of the old obfervation, That a barren country is a great whet to the in- 
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“ diiftiy of its nativM ; whereby alone we find Nurembarg in Germany, Venice and Genoa 
“ in Italy, and Limoges in. France, in fpitc of their fituation on a barren foil, have long been 
*• flonriihing cities.’* 

Solyman the Magnificent, the Turkilh Emperor, feeling the great lofs his people fuftaincd, 
by being deprived of fopplying Eurojic with fpices and other Indian merchandize from the port 
of Alexandria, made an attempt this year to drive the Portnguefe out of India. He for that 
end fent his Admiral, Solyman Ba^, with ®i^ty Ihips and gallies, from the ports of the Red 
Sea, to befiege the ftrong fort of Diu, near tBfftnouth of the Indns. The Turks, however, 
were repnlfed with firnmefs, after ufing all kinds of means to mailer it. 

Juft upon the difiblution of monafteries, by the osder of Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Eflex, 
Vicar-General of King Henry VIII. every incumbent minifter in all the pariihes in England 
was enjoined to keep a regifter of weddings, chriftenings, and burials. This laudable cuftom 
has been continued ever fince, though it is to be feared not fo earefiilly as it ihould be. 
It is a practice which, on many important occafisns, may be of great ufe to princes and ilatef- 
men, both for political and mercantile confiderations, and, as Biihop Nicholfon obferves, 
aftbrds fome of our beft helps towards preferving hiftory : and the ufe of it, (fays he) 
might be of a yet further extent, if care were taken to regifter alfo many other remarkable 
occurrences relating to tlie public concerns of the feveral pariihes : and therefore, perfons of 
all perfuafions or opinions ought, under a penalty, to be obliged to regifter the lame in the 
veftry books of every parifh. Such regifters are alfo of great ufe and authority in law difputes 
and trials, for evincing the age of perfons, and the titles to eftates, &c. 

In this year, Ferdinando Soto having had a grsmj from the Emperor Charles V. of the coun- 
try of Florida, he fent thither nine Ihips and fix hundred men at his own expence, and travel- 
led many hundred leagues over that country, meeting with many great misfortunes; and after 
various battles with the natives, returned home in the year 1543, with only half his 
men. 

In the year 1538 was begun, and in 1539 was- coropjeated, the difiblution of all the re- 
maining Abbies, called the greater ones, andfoon after thofe in Ireland. 

My Lord Herbert computes the total yearly value of them all, both greater and tefler ones, 
to be one hundred and fixty-one thoufand pounds, but this is fat from being an exaft account 
of their annual value ; for the Abbots and Priors,*forcfeeing the impending defolation, had 
raifed the fines for leafes very high, which brought the reniB, in confequence, very low, that 
they might procure the means to fupport themfelves when they fiiould be expelled. Indeed, 
the heads of thofe convents bad, in part, at leaft, long before adopted that practice, ritat they 
might not be bound to entertain too great a number in their hou&s ; by which meafurc they 
had much enriched themfelves. 

The anonymous author of a fmall folio, printed in the year 1689, with the title of, The 
happy future State of England, (faid by many to be the Earl of Anglefcy) “ tliinks there were 
“ in all about fifty thoufand perfons maintained in all the convents of England and Wales.” 
Now, if they were then maintained a» fevetl pounds each perfon, their annual expence would 
be three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds which probably was near the then yearly value of 
their lands ; and living being ftill about five times cheaper than in our days, the total yearly 
valbe of riieir lands in our money would be one million feven hundred and fifty thoufaird 
pounds. And if, oa aa average, thofe knds be worth twenty years purcliafe, (as being fince 
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1539 greatly improved) then the total value or purchafe of all the faid. Abbey-latids mAy be abottt 
thirty-five millions ftcrling. That anonymous author further obferves, “ That at Camden, 
“ in his Britannia (1607) makes all the pariihes of England amount to nine tboufand two 
“ hundred and cighty-£buf, thereto may be added twenty *lix bifhopi, twenty-fia deans, lixty 
“ arch-deacons, and dve hundred and forty -four prebendaries ; the^, joined to feveral rural 
** deaiWies, may make about one tboufand more (though here our author feems to have 
forgot that the deans and arch- deacons, as well as the prebendaries, have, almofi without ex- 
ception, at leaft one parifh living, in fortte of which they may perhaps officiate, though but few, 
withouAntertaining a curate.) “ And,*’ continues he, “ there being then, (i. r. at the dif- 
folution of the monafleries) " in Oxford and Cambridge, about fixty theufaud ftudents, who, 
** in expeflation of church preferments, cither as regulars or as feculars, abdained fiom mar- 
“ riage, there were then in all about one hundred and twenty thouiand perfons retrained by 
** their funflioH from increafing and nlUltipiying : asatprefent, double” (he fhould at lead: 
furely have faid treble) “ that number is in Fraiux ; which confideration alone gives a conil- 
derable advantage to Pvoteijtaat countries, in point of commerce as well as population. And 
“ reckoning that every marriage, orc with another, produces four children,” viz. two for 
each fex, “ thefe would more than double tlteir number in the fame age.” This, we doubt, 
is not ftfi^Sy true. 

According to Camden's Britannia, the number of monafteries fuppreded In England and 
Wales,, firft and kft, was fix hitndred and forty-three^ beliJc ninety colleges', two tboufand 
three hundred and fevenry-fbut chantries and free citapels, and one hundred and ten holpitals. 
It is now too late to lament the deoelition of all the monaderies, two or three of which, in 
every county, as being^many of them fpacious and {lately edidees, would excellently well have 
Torved for county hofpitals and workboufes ; much more fhould the overthrow of the colleges 
be lanaented, fince even the two Uludrious univcrfitics of Oxford and Cambridge were includ- 
ed in the difTolution a6t ; and.it was fome time after, that the King was, with great difficulty, 
induced to continue tliem in thpir former condition ; yet fo ineonfiftent was he, almod at the 
fame time, as to found new and magnificent colleges in ihofe Univerfities : and what fliall we 
likewife fay, of the deftroying of fuch as were real hofpitals for the fick poor, the moft inno- 
cent and ufefol of any wne kind of charity whatever ? Thefe matters may feem almoft foicign 
to our fubjeft ; yet when we ftill meet every where with fuch heaps of thofe venerable ruins, 
the efied of the work and riches of many ages, it i< fcarce poffible to avoid joining with Den- 
ham, in his Poem, on Cooper’s Hill, in lamenting the wild and arbitrary proceedings of a ty- 
rannical iiMEDardi : 

** Who fees thefe difmal heaps, but would demand, 

** What barbarous Invader fack’d the land f 
** But when he hears no Goth nor Tuik did being 
“ This deflation, but a Chrifhan S^g ; 

When nothing but the name-of Zeal appears 
*' ’Twtxt our befl a^atms and the worft of theirs, 

** What does he think our Sacrilege would fjpare, 

** When fuch th* eih^ of out* Devotions are I** 

This feems to have been firft time that the Spanifh Weft Indies b^n to be haunted by 
French pirates or free-booters,- according to Herrera and other hlftoriaiia of thofe pjms. In 
t ' the 
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j 539 the followittf yeatr, Herteta many Portugoele MtaVel* to the illand of Hif-^ 
paniola, who, at tteir return, did hot, as aii Spaniitrdi were bound to do, carry their cargoes 
to the India ContraAadon Hohfe at Seville, by which means, fayls he, the King was defraud- 
ed of his duties. It was therefote ordaitied, in that fame fear, that none fhoutd take in 
any lading at Hifpaniola, without giving fecatity to enter their whole cargo at the faid Houfe 
at Seville. ■ ' , ' 

1 540 This year was tlie firft Wherein France made any attwnpt for a plantation in Canada*: Ja- 
ques Cartier, already men^oned, having now failed i^in from St> Malo with five fhips up the 
great river St. Lawrence, four Icjt^s above the haven of St. Croix 5 where he, jointly with 
the Baron de Jtbberval, erefted a fort. Others siiakwRdberval’s firft going to ftfttle or form 
an eftablHhment at Canada to'be in theyear 1 54«i whh two hundred men and Women. 

The ftate of fhipping, even in the port of London was, at this time, but low, compared with 
the prefent times. If we may give credit to Whedet’s Tieatifti of Oommcrce, in quarto, 
»6oi, who wrote in defence of the Company of th» Meithani Adventurers; tn which Compa- 
ny he was Secretary, and who teftifiescOnfidetable knowledge fib' merctintiie concerns , heex- 
prcfsly aflerts, “ that about fixty years before wrote, there were not; above four fliips, be- 
“ fides-thofe of the navy royal, that weie above one hnndred itiid *Weiity vOns each, vrithin 
■“ the river of Thames.” ^ ' 

There being a great cOoiaefs at this'ti^ between Xing HeaiqF/VIIL of England and his 
nephew King James V. of Scotland, Who Was ever mhch ait^hed to the French intereft, the 
latter, in the year 1540, prepared a nav^ bffifteett'&%b t^th' two thoufand-menin them, for 
fome enterprize. My Lord Herbert-** does lurt/j^mnd oertainly tp know James’s defign in 
thofe preparations, though it looked as if he hop(^ to annex Ireland to his crown,” fays his 
Jordfliip, “ fince, about that time, certain Iriftt gerttiemen cswffc to invite him over to their 
“ country, promidng to acknowledge him for thCtr King : ahd that divers noblemen and 
gentlemen of-Irelatid fhould come over to do him homage. It feems, King james yrant- 
“ ed not money at this time ; his menaftiOal clergy giving him great fnms to keep theivhOufes 
“ from being diflblvcd.” ^ 

From the great numbers of Scotifk liBghland vofonteers. Who, in thofe times, affifted the 
great Irilh chieftains in their revolt from their aHegianec to the crown of England, it feems 
plain enough that fuch a dedign was aaeditated by King James. 

Baldivia firft invades the fine pounWy of C%ili 4 ^ the'Sooth'Sea of America, and befcaihe maf- 
ter of fome part of it : nevoithelpft, what the Spaniards haVt held in that taountry did,ibr ma- 
ny years, coft’rfiem much bloodlhcd, and thelpfs 6f a grmt numbcr of Hves; 

The Fcfcdeta, volume fourteenth, p. 657, ^3, . and^ y^^ acquaints us, that King Henry 
the Eighth fettled yearly pertfions of *ififty pounds on ^^,rartd thirty-eight pounds on two 
•other of his muficians 5 ^fq fome mheirt Of them liid one Ihilling and ei^^^ pence, wid others 
two Ibillings and four pence di^^Uy pay. ' \ : 

Alfo, (p. 705, f%V.) that King :fl^int8''nmm«|;.;^-pke^^ He- 
brew, or Reader of the Ftfbtew language, in the Unjyer^tyoffe;^^ being his own 

new foundation. 

, It was about this Itime, that (acpprdiiig.^iiij of the Thirft. and Fourth 

Parts of the Prefent smite of England, piinfod in ^ollayp, . and pablifhed in 1683) *‘ cherry- 
trees^v^jfitffjbepogljfeirtm'.Ehgli^^ planted in Kent With fuch fuc- 

;*• that. an Orebard bf Only tiriity-two acres produced ih one year as 
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1540 *' much as yielded one thoufand pognds.’* Probably, the novelty of fo deliciaus a froie 
made people at firft give high prices for it. Yet this author, in anotbet place, fays, 
that Leonard Mafcal, King Henry the Eighth’s gardener, alleges, tltat both pippins and 
cherries were in England prior to the fifteenth year of that King, *524. Neverthclefs, 
.Cltm^n, in his Britannia, afierts, that the Romans introduced the growth of cherries into 
Bfttain ♦hilft that empire held it. If fo, it is ftrange that die Saxons fufiered fo fine a fruit 
to be loft in England. 

An aft of Parliament now pa'fted in Scotland, which appointed in every bs^rgh an officer, 
for ti.e fcaling of all woollen cloths, by way of prevention of all drawers (i. t. ftrainers or 
ftrctchers) thereof, and alfoof alllitfters {i.e. dyers) of faife colours. * 

1^41 In this year, at the earneft folickation of Pope Paul 111. the Emperor Charles V. in perfon, 
undertook a third expedition to the Barbary coaft, which proved very unfortunate. It was a 
great attempt, being no lef» than the total conqueft of the city and kingdom of Algiers , for 
which, it muft be allowed, his preparations were proportiondily great. His fieet confifted of 
fixty-four gallies, two hifndred (hips, and one hundred frigates, (others fay five bundled fail 
of all forts) carrying twenty-two dioufaAd troops, horfe and foot, commanded, under the Em- 
peror, by the Duke 4 'Alva, beiide retinue and mariners : but when he got on that coaft, it 
being the month of Oftober, and, had he judged right, it was a more proper feafon for re- 
turning from theixCi hiadJeerwas attacked by a moft violent tempeft, whilft be was encamped 
before Algiers : which, together with the gallant refiftance of Haflan-Aga, Balia of that city 
and kingdom, obliged tbe Emperor precipitately tQ.taife the fiege, and fuddenly to enabark for 
Spain, with the lofs of two-thirds of that fine army; having ai(b had moft of his Ihips dalhcd 
to pieces againft the Ihores. This, if well condufted, was undoubtedly the only rational me- 
thod of bsidling the pirates of ihofc Barbaty Moors ; fines, without a. permanent dominion 
in the inland country behind tlwit fea ports, for affording a fupply of )provifions and other ne- 
cefisuies, it can never be effeftually done ; as is plain from the SpanUh and Portuguefe ftrpng 
holds on that coaft, fupported at a valt expenc», wiUiont being able to proteft their own com- 
mcFce. 

It would have been more pruddnt in King Henry VIII, of England, if, at this time, he had 
employed fomeofhis treafurc in fettling .part of North America, of which Er^land was the 
firft difeoverer, (whereby we ihould have got footing tbesre almoft foventy years fooner than we 
did) riian for him expenfively to difplayttk extreme love of pomp and pageantry, aa he par- 
thjplarJy did- in the ycat 1544, when he croffed-the (ea to Calais, in a (hip with (ails of doth of 
gpjd, to the fiege of Boulogjite, where his pavilion tent was of the feme ricbi duff; over the 
door of which .he put up th« fallowing fuperb motto,* via. Cini adbtert .that is, 

Whomlbever I (hall fevouf IhaUfrevail. And if, dnftead of ittt^dteddling fo much in the 
quarrek of his continental neighbours, whilfr he cruelly ^fttoyed many of hia Own fubjefts 
for being better Cbri^ns than himfclf, he bad itoproved'hU, oammerccr.,jnd tnanufaftures, 
and hisToyal'tiayyv hcMnighthave fetat home. on. hia throne, and been Ah* abfolute, umpire 
of allChriftendom. ' * - . ^ 

It was probably about this time, that (according to Piaiehdorf, who iaaegligeot enot^h of 
exaft chronology, iahii Hiftory .of Swodsn) the«ld 4 mji».otaU»imaeomtoencrf 
France and Sweden. ^ • 

Itfeems,King OuftavuoEridtfo^rof Swedett,cihfervmgth«tbeEhsperd# CSferfeaV^gayoevety 
Jtiod of affiftaace to the Count Palatine, bcother-iadaw tothe dethroned aatd imprifoai^King 
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154 * Chriiyern.II* in onlerto reftore tbafimhappy King to the throne of the diree northern king+ 
dome, froin which be bad been CKpelled, found it needful to firengthen hitnfolf by fotne potent 
fonign alliance as a <>ountcrbaUnce : and King Francis I. of France being engaged in the 
Smalcaldic league of the Froteftapt Princes of Germany s^inft that Empcrori Goftayus dif- 
patchcd an ambaifador- to Francis, with certain propofals concerning a mutual commerce be- 
tween both nations j particularly, that iil^be Swedes would fetch their wines, lalt, &c. direftly 
from France in their own bottoms, mftead of taking thefti at ipcond hand from the Hollanders ; 
and Guflavus, moreover, propofed to ereSt magpizincs of fait in Sweden, and to cocopel every 
family, as is done in France itfelf, to take a certain quantity of it at a fixed rate^ His fait 
projeft, it is rruf . did not fuccecd j but his other pr^mfals for trade, were well received by 
Ftancis, to whom Guftavus ofibred his aid againft die Emperor, Yet, as the kingdom of 
Sweden was till then very little known in France, Francis made a ftrifb enquiry into its 
power, conilitntion, &;c« and finding fo warlike a nation capable of being very conducive to 
the purpofes of France, he not only agreed on a treaty of cotumerpe between the two king* ■ 
doms, but likewife to a defifofivc alliance, by which the two Kings mutually agreed to afiifi; 
each other with twenty-five thoufand troops, apd fifty lhipt< 

An Englilh ftatute was made, in the thirty-fccond of,]^kg Henry VlII. cap, xiv. by which • 
all former llatutes were confirmed, concerrting the confining die inipertatton of wines from > 
Cafeony, and woad from Toulotde, to Englilh and Irifo ihips a^ont. 

By another a£t of this fame year, cap> avi, die power which King- Henry VHI. had before 
afiumed, by his proclamation alqne, oftemittipg tq fi;|erchant-*aliens the duties they would 
otherwife have been obliged by law to pay, is now dmifirmed and made legal. Such abjedt « 
Haves did tbofo Parliaments render thethf^m to the pieafures of ‘diat monarch. 

There is another aft of Parliament of the fame.tbiitj^cond of Henry VIIL cap, xvii, for-, 
paving the following fiireets or wuys in London, vib 

“ I. The ftieet leading from Aldgatc to Wbitech^l Church,* 

“ II, The upper part of the lane called Chancery Lane. 

“ III. The way leading, from Holborn Bar^ wefiward, towards St, Giles in the Fields, 
as far as any habitation is on bothfides of the faid fiteet. 

“ IV. Gray’s. Inn Lane.. . 

“ V. Shoe Lane. And, 

“ VI. Feuter (now f etter). Lane i the twu^ beingthorooghfercs and palSjges from Fleet 
“•Street into Holhom.? . 

That part of Chancery Lanenbw to be^cd hftms^efcribad, viz.' “ From the' bars befije 
“ the Rolh, lately fet up by the Lord Privy Scab ptttp tfee highway in Holborn.*' Thik 
pa)%e foews the age of the Both Cffibi In Ch4U«^ . and ' alfo thid ail Hotborn above 
1 ^ city bars miminedunpaved tiEnbWj'' m>idier^ k powtjJI built on both tides, (nor a 
good while later thahtbh time) aa^appeara 1^ a amp h^'l^ndoa in <2peett Elisabeth’s reign. 
All thefe fix ways now dimfted 10 bepav^i^aiu herein “ very foul, and full of 

“'pits and fiougbi, veryperiiow, and.^no^fis) iH^oitt^ iHawfor thfi King’s .fubjefts on 
“ borfcback as omfoot, and-^ith cari%es,;?’'yctl|Wtcoft1^^ via. Shoe Lane, Fetter Lane, 
aad Chancery, I^ne, art! how in the very center of tbfr^ttffent imioenfe contiguity, and all the 
raft are likewift weh.,htulttah(liQba]»te(U .. So vaftds ihe iheceafoand imprpveaieht ofXondon 
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the fame King’$tbirty-fecond yew, bya flatutc, cap, xym.ati3/*iK. a. lift of decayed cities 
and toarns is exhibited, as in 1535, wherein it is faid, there had been, in il^es paft, many 
beautiftU houfcs,, viz. within the walls and liberties of the cities apd towtts of Vork, Lincoln, 
Canterbury, Coventry, fiatb, Chjehefter, Salllbury, Wincheftej, Briftol, Scarborough, 
.Hereford, Cokheftcr, Rocheftcr, Portfmouth, Poole, Lynn, Feverftvam, Worceftcr, Staf- 
ford, Buckingham, Poatefraft, Gcantliami Bxeter,- Ipfwicb, Southampton, Great Yar- 
inoutlf^ Oxenford, Great Wycombe, Guildford, Eftretfore, i(qTi8Bre, what place, if not Staf- 
fordf)^Kingfton upon Hull, Jlewcallle upon Tyne, Beverley, Bedfosd, Leicefter, and Ber- 
-wick. And .in.cap. xix. Sbafton, Sherbom, Bridport, Dorchefter, and Weymouth, (all -in 
.Dorfetlhire) Plymouth, Plympton, Barnftable, Taviftoke, and Dartmouth, (all in Devon- 
^ire) Lancefton, Lelkeard, Leftwithiel, Bodmin, Truro, and Helfton, (all in Cornwall) 
Bridgwater, Taunton, Soraertpn, and AIchcftcr,i-{ail in Somerfetfhiw) Malden in Effex, and 
laftly, the town pf Warwick. , ** Whicli houfes now a» feUen down, decayed, and at this rime 
remain unre-edified as delolace and vacant grounds, many df them nigh adjoining to the 
** high ftreets, repknilhcd with much tmcleanlincfs and fifth, with pits, cellars, and vaults, 
** lying open and uncovered^ to the great peril of the King’s fubjeds ; and other houfes are in 
danger of fsdling. Now, if the owners of tlie wafte ground, on which houfes lud flood 
within twenty-five years haicdt, and of the decaying houfes, do not witlim three years time 
“ rebuild tliem, then the Lord of whom the ground is held may re-enter, and fcizc the fame, 
'** &c. as 4 n a like law, amio *535.^’ Concerning which laws, now and afterward, it may 
truly be faid, they were well caottgh judged, as probably the nuifances complained of were 
.more owing to careleirnefs, than to any real decay in inoft of the places mentioned in thole 
•two ads, and in the fubfequent ones of this century : fince it is well known, that many of 
..thofe cities and towns were, in Ihdfc times, increafiugiu commerce and tnanufadurcs : 
fo that theie two ftatutes feem to have proceeded rather from a particular temporary humour or 
turn of that Houfe of Commons, than from any real decreafe or decay of all, or at leaf! of 
vmany of the above-named places; fince, excepting London, Norwich, Liverpool, Northamp- 
tbn, Cbcfter, Nottingham, Cambridge,^ and a few more, almoft all the confiderabie cities and 
-towns of the kingdom Am thus enumerated as decaying ones, which is almoft impofiible to 
have been the cafe, whilft die nation was in general increafing, though then but flowly, in 
wealth and commerce. This'dieccfore. Teems tp be one inftance, at leaft,' of the fallibility of 
fome of pur old ftatutes :--dndeed,.ioipeof.lhofe places might complnin of a real decay, which, 
perhaps became a reafon for the repr^entatives of odier places to include them alfo in that 
nnmber, though probably without any ground. 

,ji54* The humour of coercive laws, ftjr building Wp of wafte ground in otics and towns of Eng- 
■land, feems to have taken, mbtii in the ^eign .of.King Heqry VJ-H. .We have juft exhibited 
a long liftqf ftich, by an aflt , of Parliament in 154I '; and an aft of the thirty-third . ff this 
King, cap. xxxvi. Iris pTcarob^; ** That whereas, in tiftncS. pfft, many teautiful houfes 
have bejm. within the walls and libeftics of the cities pf Canterbury abd Rocteffter, the towns 
; of ^amfisrd and Grimiby in Lincbinfbire ; the 'tow®s ,of <^ambridge, 3 C^rby, Guildford, 
Dunwkh ; the towns of the Ciftquc Ports, widt tlieir menftwrs, . Ikwcs in and 

“ i whidi ate npw fallen dowii, .decayed, pnid««^n unre-cdificd—lyjng as dc* 

fohte, wt# in thepreiwjdfhl^^b^^. fl^^ the 

owners of fu^ wpfte grounds, and of dipfe decayed hqnlesv ai^ t^^^ 
two years after prpclamadon made by the Milgiftates j or ftdUng 

chief' 
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1542 “ diief lord of the foil may feizc on and rebuild \\te fame for his own nfe, fo does it witli- 
“ in two- years and ah half after. And in defaviit of his not re-entering thereon, then any 
“ perfon, having a rcrtt-chaige on the premifcs, may re-enter as in the before named cafe. And, 
“ in default of him who has the reht.iharge, then the Magiftrates of the refpeflive cities and 
“ towns may re-enter. Aiid laftly, if the faid Magiftrates fail to re-enter and rebuild in three 
“ years time, then the firft owners might re-enter ahd poflefs them, as in their former 
‘f Hate.” ‘ 

The Englilh merchants of Southampton and London, we find, by Hakluyt, traded to Bra- 
lil in the years 1540 and 1542 ; which feems to have been permitted at thofc times, and until 
the year 1580, when Spain obtained pofleffion of Portugal. 

After the death of King James V. of Scotland, in the year 1542, fays Archbiftiop Nichol- 
fon, in his Scotifti Hiftorical Library,* ofitavo, London 1702, p. 319, ’**' we hear no more of 
“ groats, half-groats, pennies, or halfpennies (offilver) coined, in Sco^and ; nor any of their 
naanesfo much as once mentioned inWy of the fubfequent afis of Parliament. It is fup- 
“ pofed, that by this time the priceof filver was fo rifen, (or rather the Scots, like the French, 
“ had fo raifed the accounts of their fums) that the old ftnaller filver coins, which took their 
‘L denomination from pennies, grew into difufe ; and the pieces that were tlienccforward coin- 
** cd, took tlicirs from ihillings and marks. Thus, in France, the deniers petifhed and were 
“ forgottenj and the fols and Hvres facceeded in their room.” 

The Portuguefe Governor of Malacca having made a full difeovery of the coaft of China in 
the years 1540 and 1 542— he was, in, the latter year, driven by a ftorm to nQakc an.accidcntf.l 
difeovery of the iflands of Japan, lying eaftward from China between the north latitude of. 
thirty ahd forty degrees, where the Portugueft were at firft well received. .. 

King Henry VHI. afliimcd this year the title of King, inftead of Lord of Ireland, by virtue 
of an Irifti aft of Parliament. Upon which' circumftaiwe. Sir James Ware, in- his Hiftorical 
Relations, obferves, ** That albeit, the Kings of England bad been*ab^lute monarchs of. 
“ Ireland, before, though only with the tkle of Lords of it ; yet, becattfe in the vulgar con- 
“ ceit, the title of King is higher than diat of Lord, aflbrcdly the alTuming of this tide hath 
“ not a little railed the fovereignty of the King of England i\i the min<& of this people.” Yet 
he at the fame time .acknowledges, " that although Sir Anthony St. Legcr, then Lo^ Deputy,. 
“ took fcveral good meafures for die improvement of Ireland, «11 this while the provinces of 
“ Connaught and'UlfteT,witl! a good part bfLcihfter.wCie not reduced to ftiire ground. And 
“ although Munflfct was anciently divided into counties, yet the people were become fo dege- 
nerate,<that no.Juftice of AiCze durft execute bis cotnmilfion amongft them.” 

In fuch a fituMiOn as ditis, there eotiiid 'be no room for any thing like a fettled commerce in 
Ireland ; for much .of the bulk of the oM Ehpfti race were become fo far degenerated, as to 
have loft the ufc of the Englifli toiigcfc ind, becoming mere Irjflj, they afTamed Irifh names ; 
much to the Ibame .t^ j£ngknd, in tlirmaklihg a «nb«nft>mpleat coni|^ueft of the whole iftanA 
before this tune. Thek new Irifti'hBmee wewe fuch, a*^ l^ Mac-Pheris, and Mac- 

Yotis, who refttfini to come m ^ P'arl^^ fummoned by the King of EngiSSid’s autlior 

^ The negligence 4nd decayof ihcotCftero coift ftlbia^ towns , of England at thii time, isiap- 
paieitt ^ra aniadtofParliaareat of VI I, Cap. ii. which ce- 

/cribesft btdmtftom of our^eegde on thatocaft; v^o,^ .of ftftik%4hemfeives, went in 
bokts balf-feaa ovet, aiid bought freih filh, between Ihore and ihore,. of the Flemings, 

Zealan* 



72i Al* HIST OR It At A HD O li R O H jO LO t tt A 

A. D. 

1544 Z^felafldifs, Picardy men, and No(r<l^an$. It was therefbre noRr enaiSM. ** That whofoevec 
** Hiould buy any frelh fi(h in that manner, (fturgeon, porpoUe, and livlJ dlccvptecl) to put to 
“ fale to any peribn within this realm, Ihould forfeit, for every time, ttn^poimds. fiut this 
** not t6 extend tO iiifh bought in Iceland, Scotland, Otitney, Shetland, Ireland, or New- 
** foundland,** then called Newhnd» 

fS 4 J ^ England relating to Bankrupts, in the 

tliirty-fonrth year of King Henry V in. viz. “ The Lord Chancellor, Treafurer, &e. ftiall 
‘‘ 4ake order witli bankrupt’s bodies, lands and goods, for the payment of their debts." But 
>a ftatnte ihthe thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth, cap. vU. (which complains of the great increafe 
of them in the year 1571) explains who are properly bankrupts, and puts tb» method of pro- 
ceeding concerning them pretty nearly on theTahae plan as at prefent. 

In this year, according to Louis Guicciiwdini’s Hiftory of the Neiherlajftds, the renowned 
city of Antwerp had its tliirdand iaft great enlargement of its circuit, by extending the walls, 
' fo as to inclofe what is Called the new town, towards the north : the new walls were built of fine 
hewn ftone, and beautifully adorned. That illuftrious mercantile city^ ^en contained about 
one hundred thoufand inhabitants, according to that author, whh had diligently computed 
the fame. 

‘From the under named ftatutc of the fiiirty-fourth and thirty-fifth King Henry VIII. 
cap. vi. it feems natural to conclude that pins, (fuch as we now know by that name, and chiefly 
ufed by the ladies) muft have been but of very recent invention. The aft lays, “ That no 
peribn Ihall put to Ikle any pinnes, but only ftich as lhall be double-headed, and have the 
« heads foldered faft to the lhank of the pintle well ftnoothed, the Ibank well j(havim,,the point 
** well and round filed, caUted, and Qiarpened." Now the labour and time of making pins 
after this manner, as it muft have rendered thefla much more expenfive, ihews the novelty 
of the invemion, which probably was but lately brought ftom France. And the inconveni- 
ence of the make of thofe pins naturally fei our peofile Upon improving fo tedbus and clumfy 
a manefadture ; for, in about three years time, ^ey a 4 <q^ Che prefent ingenious and expedi- 
tious manner of making them, viz. by the thirty-ftwei^ of th» Kii^f, cap. xiii. repealing 
the above ftatute. Before InVenHon of thefe brafs ]^s, them were many pretty and in- 
genious contrivances for the convenience Of 'ftie drdk ai^ emument of both lexes ; fuch as 
ribbons, bopholes, laces wifti points and tags, cUfps, hooks and eyes, 4 ind ikewers made 
of brafs, filver, and gold. From the laft, ti*. fttewm, it k very probable that pins naturally 
proceeded, being no oftter than fmaller and mote convenient and dftkate ficewers. 

Hertera acquaints us,* that, in this yean the Spmuards from Mexico failed for difeovery on 
the weft fide of North America as ikr as ^elatititde of fottf4oiiit d^pues n^b, even to the 
further part of California j but as diey-found there neither gold not filver, and only very cold 
and.fiiofty weather, they returned home to Mekbo. 

We have now an kutbentb prnsfof the pn^ilbn between Englilhlind Scotifti money, ftili 
of the fame denomination, 'lois in the fifteenth vedtftne of the Fc^ra, p. 31, being a contraft 
or iiftenture between King Henry the £^hth*s Coorinilfionerst ahd Matthew, Earl of Lenox, 
concerning the marriage of that King’s nipce. Lady Mk^tet Douglas, to that Earl; and for 
his delivering Up Dunbarton Ca^e, fee. to Henry. Hw ^Nrly fUm to be ftttkd on that 
lady, in lands in Ea^nd, was fix ihoufiind eight htthdrefi a^ki' SeotUh money, or ofte tbou- 
.,faad feven hundred m»ks fterlii^ i being fke pfopoition la one k ttf 
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1454 Upon King Henry the Eighth’s returning from his fucccfsful Cege of Boulogne, in con(c- 
quence of which he -had grounds to apprehend reprifals from fo great a Prince as King Fran- 
cis I. of France, he fet about fortifying his fca-coafts . — He began with guarding^the entrance 
into the river Thames, by ereffing the fort .of Tilbury, and abatterf oppofite to it atGravef- 
end. Dover was his next carc^ where he built its Vinous, though too fruitlefs pier, running 
out into the fea, at the expence of no lefs a fum than fixty-five thoufand pounds, (if tranferi- 
bers have not added a cypher too much) and fince frequently repaired at a great expence. Portf- 
mouth was his next care, and afterwards fcvcral other places. Moreover, the Tower of Lon- 
don having till then been the only magazine of the kingdom for artillery and military ftorcs, 
he now prudently diftributed much of them in thpfe newly fortified places on the coaft, which 
happened extremely opportune ; for this fame year, a large French fleet of one hundred and 
fifty great Ihips, and fixty fmaller ones, befide twenty-five gallics from the Mediterranean, 
being all hired mcrchant-fliips, made an attempt upon Portfmouth, whi()ier King Henry went 
in perfon to its relief. My Lord Herbert, and other hiftorians, relate, that the Englifli 
■fleet of one hundred fail, (which alfo were all hired merchant-lhips) fought that of France, 
though much more^numerous, for (wo hours, and made them fly to their own coafts j but 
none of them are accurate enough to give us any account of the order or form, 5fc. of tlfat fca- 
fight, nor indeed of many others of the fame kind. This Mr. Rapiili terms the greateft effort 
that France had ever made at fea. 

We again find the French pirates or freebooters in the Weft Indies, according to Herrera, 
who tells us, that four of their fhips. With a tender, entered the port of Santa Marta, where, 
landing four hundred men, the Spanifh inhabitants alitandoned the place, which the French 
plundered and burned. From thence they failed to Carthagena, where they praftifed a fimilar 
degree of rapine; that place having not been as yet well fortified. Aft<irwards they attcnlptcd 
the town and port of Havanna, in the illand of Cuba : when, being rcpulfed there, they return- 
ed home by the Bahama iflands. 1 

We have, in two former inftances, obferved tlie great influence which corpouftibii cities 
and towns had in Parliament, for monopolizing to themfclves the manufadturfis, of their re- 
fpedtive counties, exclufive of the villages and open country, viz. in the cafe of rope-making 
at Bridport, in Dorfetfhire, and that of the woollen manufafture at tljc city of Worccfter,.and 
the other corporations of that county. The cafe now before us is that of a peculiar manufac- 
ture in the city of York, viz. coverlets for beds. The aift Vhich eftablifhes this monopoly, as 
ufual, fets forth, in fubftance, “ That York city had been formerly fupported by fundry 
* “ handicrafts, and raoft priricipally by making of coverlets and coverings for beds, whereby 
“ great numbers of inhabitants and poor people in tliat city and fuburbs, and in other places 
“ of the county, have been conftantly employed. But that of late years, fun'diy evU-difpofed 
perfons, apprentices, not expert in that occupation, had withdrawn tlttmfelves out of that 
“ city into the county ; arid divers other perfons, inhabiting the villages and towns of that 
“ county, and nigh to the faid-city, have intermeddled with the faid craft, and do daily make 
coverlets, neither of gopd ftuflF or properlizc ; and do hawk and fell them abroad in the 


“ county, tb villages and men’s houfcs, &c. to the great deceit of the King’s fubjefts, &c.” 

All which, or at Icaft the bulk of it, might be abfolwtely an impofition on the Parliament, for 
aught Uiat we can tell to the contrary. It now therefore endaed, “ That no perfon what- 
“ ever, within or nigh 4o the county of Y^»rk, lhall make any coverlets for laic, but inhabi- 
** lunte alone dwelling within the city of York and its fuburbs, upon forfeiture, Ac.” What 
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1544 could be a greater monopoly than this ? Or what a greater injuftice to the poor manufafturer® 
in other parts of the county ? * 

As the gradual iacreafe of the fuburbs of London does, in a great meafure, keep pace with 
the gradual increafe of tlic general commerce of England, and as it is, moreover, a piece of 
curious and entertailiing hiftory, to mark the gradual advances of both, wc therefore have no 
need of an apology for exhibiting whatever occurs of that kind. 

Sy a ftatutc of the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth of King Henry VIII. capr 12. “ The flreets 
“ named Whitecrofs-llrect ; Chifwell-ftrcet, leading from Whitecrofs-ftreet unto the highway 
“ leading to Moor-gate ; the lane called Golding-Iane, and the ftrcct called Grub-ftreet, inihe 
“ parifh of St. Giles-, without Cripplegatc; the ftreet called Gofwell-ftreet, in the parifh of 
“ St. Botolph without Alderfgate; Long-lane, in the parifh of St. Botolph aforefaid, and of 
“ St. Sepulchre, without Newgate ; the ftreet called St. John-ftrect, leading from the bars of 
“ Smithfield up to the pound, at the corner of the wall extending along the highway leading 
“ to Iflington j and alfo the ftreet from the faid bars to Cow crofs ; the lane called Watcr- 
“ lane in Flcet-ftrect, leading down to the Thames; the way leading without Temple-bar 
“ weftward, by and unto Clcments^Inn Gates, and New-Inn Gates, to Drewry-place, in the 
“ county of Middlcfext” this fhews that it was not tlicn built on, “ and alfo one little lane 
“ ftretcliing from the faid way to the fign of the Bell at Drewry-lanc end ;^nd tlie common 
“ Wciy leading through a certain place called Petit-France, from the bars of the weft-end of 
“ Tothill ftreet at Weftminfter, unto the uttermoft part of the weft-end of the faid place cal- 
“ led Pctit-France ; the ftreet or highway leading from Bifliopfgate to and above Shoreditch 
“ church ; and the bridge called Strond-bridge, and the way leading from the faid bridge to- 
“ wards Temple-bar; and the lane called Folkue-lanc, from the garden and tenement of the 
“ Bifhop of Litchfield, and tlie gardens and tenement called the Bell and Proftors, down to 
“ Strond-bridge,” (thefe names are now unknown) “ be very foul and full of pits and Houghs, 
“ very perilous and noyous, and very ncceflary to be kept clean, for the avoiding of corrupt 
“ favours, and an occafion of peftilencc. For the amendment and reformation whereof, all who 
“ have any lands or tenements adjoining to the aforefaid ftreets, lanes, and ways, fhall fuffi- 
“ ciently pave the fame with paving-ftones, every man fuch part and quantity of the faid flreets 
“ and ways, unto the midft of them, in length and breadth, as his lands or tenements do lie or 
“ extend, in like manner and form as the ftreets of the city of London be paved, with caufeys 
“ or channels in the midft of the fame ftreets, and fhall yearly maintain the fame.” 

In the fame year, an aft of Parliament, cap. 13. enabled the county palatine of Cheftcr to 
be reprefented in Parliament by two knights, and the city of Cheftcr by two citizens; this 
being the firft time that ever that county or city had any reprefentatives to fit in Parliament. 
And thus this county remains to the prefent day, there being no other towns in it but tlie city 
of Cheftcr which are reprefented in Parliament. 

In this year King Henry VIII. being at war with Scotland, the Engliih army took and pil- 
laged the town and port of Leith, which is properly the port of Edinburgh. And ray Lord 
Herbert hereupon remarks, That, on that occafion, the Engliih found more riches in 
“ Leith than they could eafily have imagined.” 

In that fame war, Dr. Drake, in his Hiftoria Anglo-Scotica, p- 351, relates, “That thfi 
“ Englifh took twenty-eight of the principal Ihips of all Scptland, fraught with all l&Inds of 
“ rich merchandize, as they returned from prance, Flanders, Dcntnark, and other countries ; 
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“ and they brought them into the Englifh ports.” So that Scotland, at this time, appears to 
have poffeffed fomeltonfiderable ihare of foreign commerce. 

The fame year, fays Lord Herbert, King Henry VJ II. finding that the money of this king- 
dom was drained away by his crafty neighbours, he, to remedy the evil, raifed the price of 
gold from forty-five Ihillings to forty-eight fhillings per ounce ; and filver from three fhillings 
■and ninepence to four fhillings per ounce. 

As yet, the prefent great fuburb of London, eaftward along the north bank of the Thames, 
fince named Wapping, had not, as far as appears, any exiftence as a fuburb, or was not built 
up into houfes: for, by an aft of Parliament, the thirty-fifth of King Henry VIII. cap. 9. 

Wapping Marfh, in the county of Middlefex, ds direfted to be divided by certain perfons 
” afligned, or by any fix of them. And Richard Hill of London, mercer, the ailignee of Cor- 
“ nelius Wandcrdelf, who, at his own charge, inned, inbanked, and recovered the fame, 
“ being drowned, fliall have the one moiety thereof to him and to his Heirs it having been 
before this time within the flux of the tide and the Thames. Thofe banks being, in the year 
1565, broken in fcveral parts by inundations, were repaired ; but were again damaged in the 
year 1571, when, for the greater fecurity of the banks hereafter, they firft began to ereft houfes 
on them, the memory of which is ftill preferved in a ftreet .there, called Wapping-wall. 

In an aftwf Parliament of the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth of Henry VIII. cap. 21. rela-* 
ting to grants of lands by the King, it is therein enafted, “ That for over-grants of lands, 
“ more than was fpecififtd and intended by the King, the grantees lhall content and pay to the 
“ King after the rare of twenty years purchafe.” Yet this is by no means a rule to judge of 
the value or purchafe of lands at that time, which certainly was very much lower than this va- 
luation ; and which, moft probably, was intended as a punilhment and a caution to all gran- 
tees not to conceal the quantum of the crown’s grants. 

The ftrects of the town of Cambridge were firft direfted by a ftatute of the thirty-fifth of 
Henry VIII. cap. 16. to be paved with ftone. — See the year 1410. 

And in the fame year, cap. 17. a very good ftatute, and the firft of the kind, was made for 
preferving the woods of England, as well for the benefit of houfe and ihip-timber, as for 
firing : which ftatute was, by the twelfth of Qpeen Elizabetli, cap. 25. made perpetual. 

By an aft of Parliament of the fame year, cap. 24. we find that two hundred acres of land, 
(viz. one hundred of n^adow, and one hundred of pafturc) at Maddingly in Cambridgeftiire, 
with the appurtenances, are thereby declared “ to be, in the whole, of the yearly value of ten 
“ pounds, and fo letten to farm at this day, to the ufe and intent that the profits tliereof 
“ lliould be for the fees and wages of the knights, in Parliament, for the county of Cambridge ; 
“ and this land therefore was called the Shire-manor; and was now aftually let to John 

Hinde, ferjeant-at-law, for that fum yearly being twelve-pence per acre yearly rent.— 
This is a better guide to the true vaitje of lands in thofe times than tlic preceding quotation 
from cap. 2 1 . of tlie fame year ; which lands may at prefent be worth near twenty times the 
faid valuation. 

King Francis I. of France haying been, as already relat^, tlic firft Cliriftlan monarch who 
entered into an alliance with the Turks, joined with Sultan Solyman, the Grand Seignior, in 
the attack of the Emperor Charles. V. And Whilft Solyman attacked Hungary, and pof- 
felled himlelf of Strigonia and Alba, he, Solyman, fent one hundred and tliirty gallies to the 
^aft of Lbtnbardy, and formed a junftion with twenty-two French gallies, jointly bcficg- 
inj| the city of Nice, belonging to the Duke of Savoy, The tow.n they foon took, but 
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1544 thccaftle proved too hard for them, and fo they ralfed the fiegc; and the famous TurkiHi 
admiral, Heyradin Barbarofla, wintered with his fleet in the harbburs of Provence, And, 
fays Mezerai, during the war between Henry II, of France and the faid Charles V. Sultan 
Solyman failed not every year to aflift the former with a naval force. 

In the fame thirty-fifth year of King Henry VIII, cap. 4. , we have another ftatute for rc- 
paifhig and rebuilding of decayed houfes and waftc places in the following tbwns, exaftly in 
the fame ftile as the afts of 1535, 1541, and 1542, viz. in Shrewfbury, Chefter, Ludlow, 
Haverfordweft, Pembroke, Tenby, Caenparthen, Montgomery, Cardiff, Swaneffe, (that is, 
Swanfpy) Cowbridge, New Radnor, and Pfeftend, e, Prefteing) in Radnorfhirc, Breck- 
nock and Monmouth, Malden in Eflex, Abergavenny, Ulke, Cacrlcon and Newport in Mon- 
mouthfliirc, Lancafter, Prefton, Lyrepoole, {/. r, Liverpool) and Wigan in Lancalhifc. — 
The remedy for repairing the decayed houfes, and building the waftc-grounds, is cxaftly 
the fame as is preferibed by the three ftatutes, already mentioned, and probably with as little 
rcafon. 

A yudicious obferver will, we imagine, naturally remark, that there is fuch a thing as fafhion 
or example, even in the important fubjeft of afts of Parliament of England. Thus, one age, 
from an applauded example or two, runs more into one kind of reformation of abufes ; ano- 
ther age into fome other kind, for^the fame reafon. This, and the other three ftatutes, fuffi- 
ciently exhaufted the fubjeft they relate to, having therein gone through not only almoft all 
the confiderablc cities and towns of the kingdom, London excepted, but have even defeended 
to fevcral towns which neither are, nor ever were of confidcration enough to have fo much re 
gard paid to them ; yet it is not to be denied, that the defign in general is very laudable. After 
the reftoration of King Charles II. the making of rivers navigable, and the repairing and deep- 
ening of harbours, had a confiderablc run ; and the laft and prefent generation have, in a great 
mcafure, followed the fame praftice ; but, in our time, public fpirit has been very greatly ex- 
erted in building bridges, making roads, and forming internal navigations. 

1545 According to Herrera’s Hiftory of Spanifh America, the unparalleled filver mines of Potofi, 
in Peru, which had been difeovered a little time before, but remained till now concealed from 
the King’s officers, were, in this year, firft regiftcred in the King of Spain’s books. It is re- 
lated, that an Indian running up that mountain after a deer, difeovered the firft mine, by lay- 
ing hold of, and tearing up by the root, a ftirub which grew out of a vein of ore. The next 
year other veins were difeovered, fays that author, on this fecmingly incxhauftiblc mountain ; 
which being nbifed abroad, brought moft of the inliabitants of the town of La Plata to fettle 
there; fo that in a fhort time, in the neighbourhood of thofc mines, tlicre fprung up the 
largcft town in all Peru, where there is a prodigious trade. The mountain lies in twenty-one 
degrees and forty minutes of fouth latitude; yet, bccaufc of its great height, it is cold and dry, 
and by nature barren, producing neither fruits nor grafs. The colour of its earth is a dark 
red. Such were the riches drawn from thofc mines, that even in thofc times, the King’s fifth 
amounted to one million and a half of pieces of eight yearly; although, in thofc early days, 
the King was robbed of mutb of his due ; not one-third part of the filver being ftamped and 
regiftcred. He adds, that in the year 1585, they counted one hundred and^ eleven millions 
that had paid the King’s fifth, from the firft difeovery 4>f the mines to that year, befi^e an im- 
menfe quantity that had never paid it at all. It feerns, that it was firft found to be very diffi- 
cult to feparate die metal from the earth or drofs by "dint of fire ; the ancients being ignorant 
of the fccrct of feparating the metal of filver by mercury, although they knew that of |^d, and 

thought 
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riiowgHt that mercury would not cleave to any other metal. The Spaniards, however, afterl 
wards difcovercd that it would cling to filvcr alfo, though not fo foon ; but it has no efFcft 
upon otlier metals. -And fince this difcovery, the poorer ore, which cannot hi refined by fire, 
is not loft as formerly j for the quicklilvcr pcrfeflly clears the filver without fire. There were, 
itfeems, no quickfilver iwnes in Europe, according to our author, until after the difcovery 
of America, excepting thofc of Carinthia in Germany, ahd of Almadin in Spain; but, in the 
year 1566, they difeovered one near G^amanga in Peru, by which the crown gets, it is faid, 
four hundred tboufand dollars of clear profit annually, faefides what is gained by cleanfing the 
metal with mercury^ amounting to a vaft fora. “ Two-thirds of all the filver which arrives 
“ in Europe from America,” fays our author, “ pomes from. Peru,” 

To this account of the moft famous filver mines in the univerfe, and of the great improve- 
ment in refining the metal by quickfilver, handed down to us by fo authentic an .author, we 
may venture to add, that fince Herrera’s days, there have been other ycry rich filver mines 
difeovered in Peru ; and particularly, it is faid, there was a very rich one difcovercd near 
Cufeo, fo lately as the year 1712. 

Under this fame year, Father Daniel tells us of a French Ihip of war carrying ^one hundred 
large brafs cannon ; yet he neverthclefs owns, in general, that the largeft flrips of war, in for- 
mer times, were not to be compared fQ|,bulk with thofe of a modern period ; fince, in old 
times, large fleets were fitted out from harbours, where now Ihips of a moderate fize liavc not 
water enough to float them ; of which Havre«de-Grace, built by King Francis I, and many 
other places, may be inftaneed. Our Englifh naval hiftorians think that Ihips had not) as at 
prefent, gun port-holes till this time; before which, they only placed a few cannon on their 
upper-decks, and on their prow and poop ; fighting with cannon in Ihips being but juft come 
into ufe. Father Daniel therefore may be raiftaken as to the date of his hundred gun Ihip. 

1546 ’ We arc now come to the time when intereft, or ufance for money lent, in thofe days, and 
always known by the name of ufury, was firft fettled in England by law. It is a ftatute of the 
thirty feventh year of King Henry VIII. cap. 9. entitled. How offenders in ufury fhall be 
punilhed. “ Before this time,” fays the judicious Sir Jofiah Child, “ there was no law for 
limiting the rate of intereft ; there was then little trade, and as little money in the nation ; 
“ wherefore, every man took fuch an intereft for what money he could put out as he pould 
get, which, in fundry iuftaiKes', to be found in hiftory here and there, was, before this 
“ time, generally higher than ten percent.” as appears alfo, in part, from theftrong expref- 
fions in this law, the preapible whereof fays, “ That fundry ftatutes liave been made for the 
avoiding and puniftiment of ufury, being a thing unlawful,” (and yet, with the fame brea|h, 
tliefe lawgivers eftablifh it ; for this was the church’s opinion of thofe times, though never 
uniformly putinpraftice) “and of other corrupt bargains, fhifis, and chevifanccs; which 
“ ftatutes are fo obfurc, and dark in intents,” (fo framed on purpofe, to leave room to avoid 
the penalties, whHft, in general word?, all ufury, . to pleafe the clergy, was declared finful) 
“ and are of fo little force, that, by reafon thereof, little or no punilhment hath enfued to the 
“ offenders of the fame. ' For reformation whereof,” fays this preamble gravely, “ be it 
“ cnafled, “ That all former ftatutes concerning ufury, fhifts, &c, and all forfeitures and 
“ penalties concerning the fame, be henceforth utterly void.” 

* Next, this aft prohibits the tricks iriade ufe of to , evade the laws forbidding ufury : as, 

“ 1. The flilft, by felling of merchandize to a ^erfon, and witlfin three months after, buy- 
“ ing the fame of him at a le&r price. 


“ II. None 
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1546 “ II. None fliall, by way of any corrupt bargain, loan, exchange, chevifance, fhift, intereft 

“ of any wares, merchandizes, or other thing whatever, or by any corrupt or deceitful way, 
“ or by dlfcy covin, engine, or deceitful way of conveyance, receive or accept, in lucre or 
“ gains, for the forbearing or giving day of payment of one whole year, of and for his or their 
“ money, or other thing that lhall be due for the fame wares, See. above the fum of ten pounds 
“ in^hc hundred, neither for- money nor merchandize, nor yet for mortgages of lands and 
“ tenements, under the forfeiture of treble the aalue of the principal money lent, and of the 

ilTucs and profits of the faid lands or tenements, and fliall alfo be imprifoned, and make 
“ fine and ranfom at the King’s will and pleafure. Of this forfeiture one moiety to be the 
“ King’s, and the other tlie informer’s.” 

The good folks, in the fifth and fixth of King Edward VI. repealed this law in the year 
1551-2, and determined all intereft taken for money to be unlawful. But the wifer folks of 
the thirteenth y«ar of Queen Elizabeth repealed that law, and reftored this of King Henry VIII. 
as will be feen in their places. 

In the fifteenth volume, p, 95, of the Fcedera, there is a treaty of peace between England 
and France, by which King Henry VIII. agrees to furrender Boulogne and its territory to 
Francis I. in eight years time, on condition of being paid by Francis two millions of French 
crowns, &c. and all new impofitions on couipncrce in either kingdom, for the laft fifty 
years, were agreed to beaboliflied. Hall’s Chronicle fays, that juft before the conclufion of 
this treaty, the Engliflt entered the river Seine with one hundred and fixty fail of large fliips, 
and came before the town of Havre-de-Gracc, where the French fleet was, confifting of two 
hundred ftiips, and twenty-fix gallics of force, whereof tlie Pope had fent twenty ; but a ftorm 
fbon feparated the two fleets without any adion. 

The great wealth of the Fuggers, merchants of Augiburg, now living at Antwerp, who 
have been already named under the year 1535, appears again in vol. xv. p. loi, of the Fcedera ; 
by an acquittance of Anthony Fugger and nephews to King Henry Vlil. of England, and to 
the city of London, bound with him, for one hundred and fifty-two thoufand one hundred 
and eighty pounds Flemifti, which that King had borrowed of him. 

And, in the year 1547, the firft of King Edward VI. in the fame volume, p. 152, that 
young King had borrowed of the fame perfons one hundred and twenty-nine thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty Caroline florins, on the fccurity of the city of London ; for which the King 
grants the city his indemnification. 

Thus we fee, that in thofe times, even our great monarchs frequently could not borrow 
beyond- fea, without the collateral fccurity of our renowned metropolis. 

In the fame fifteenth volume, p. 103, under the year 1546, there is a grant of King Hen- 
ry VIII. to Philip, Count Palatine of the Rhine, of an aitnual penfion of ten thoufand 
Oerman florins, each of which was then worth three Ihillings and fourpence fterling : fo that 
as Engfifh coins were near twice as weighty as in our time, a German florin might then pro- 
bably be worth near fix Ihillings of our money, though now*, but abput two Ihillings and four- 
pence. Which Ihews, that the reft of Europe, and Germany in particular, gradually raifed 
the nominal, whilft they ieflened the real value of their coins. 

By the fame volume, p. 105, of tlie Fcedera, it appears, that there was much finery anS 
gaiety of apparel, 8ec. in thofe times, though not fo generally diifufed as in our more opulent 
days : for, in tlie year 1546* King Henry VIII. grants a licence to two Florentine mercliants, 
Iherein named, to import, for three years to come, the following rich nwrehandize, which, 
3 ' he 
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1546 he fays, “ were for the pleafure of us and our deareft wife, the Queen, our nobles, gentlemen, 
“ and others, viz. All manner of goldfnaith’s work of gold and filver; all manner of Ikins 
“ and furs, of fables, &c. all manner of clotlis of tilTuc of gold, filver, tinfcl, velvet, and filk, 
“ cloths of tapeftry and arras, mixed with gold and filver; all forts of fringes and lace, wrought 
“ with gold and filver, or otherwife.” 

By a ftatute of this thirty-feventh of King Henry VIII cap. 51. two parilh churches, or 
one church and a chapel, not being above one mile afunder, and one of them not exceeding 
the yearly value of fix pounds, may be united into one, with the confent of the Bifhop, 
patrons, and incumbent, &c. &c. It feems, by the preamble to this aft, that there were 
many parfonages in England, the glebes, tythes, aftd other yearly profits of which, were not 
fufficient to maintain a prieft or curate for the benefit of the parifhioners ; and as, within a 
mi le or Icfs of fuch poor parfonage, there happens, in many places, to be another pariih 
church, fituated as conveniently for the faid parifhioners as their own clfurch may be j — And 
whcleas, the expence of fupporting the faid two churches, for reparations, &c. is greater than 
fuch poor parifhioners can bear ; therefore, if one of thole church livings happen not to exceed 
tire yearly value of fix pounds in the King’s books, it may be united to the ®ther pariih 
church. Yet the confolidation, or u^||& may be afterwards made void, provided the pa- 
rilliioncrs of fuch poor pariih lliall, in||||H|ear after fuch union, properly fecure and alfure to 
the incumbent of the faid pariih the ycat^ payment of fo much money, as, with the fum that 
the faid parilhes rated at in the King’s Court of firft Fruits and Tenths, lhall amount to the 
full fum of eight pounds yearly. 

The fifteenth volume, p. 110, &c. gives King Henry Eighth’s laft will and tcftaivnt in 
this fame year. Among other things, he bequeaths “ to our daughters Mary and Elizabeth, 
“ at their marriages, they being married to any outward,” i. 'e, foreign, “ potentate, (by the 
“ advice of the aforefaid counfellors) if we bellow them not in our life time, ten thoufand 
“ pounds, in money, plate, jewels, and boulhold Huffs, for each of them; or a larger fum, 
“ at the dilcrction of our executors.” 

1547 In this year, the firft of King Edward VI. Peter Baude, a Frenchman, was the firft who, 
in England, call iron ordnance or cannon, fays the author of an oftavo book, intitled, Eng- 
lilli Worthies in Church and State, London, 1684. As the Englilh made ufe of cannon 
two hundred years prior to this time, it is fomewhat ftrange they were fo late in manufaftur- 
ing iron ordnance as this year, andbrafs cannon as the year 1635. 

Upon the acceflion of King Edward VI. to the crown of England, he fettled a penfion of 
one hundred pounds yearly, for life, on each of his two phyficians, as appears in the fifteenth 
volume of the Foedera, p. 143. 

Alfo, according to p. 157 of the fame volume, that King fettled a falary of two hundred 
marks, or one hundred and thirty-three pounds fix lliillings and eight-pence, on the Lord 
High Admiral, in the perfon of his uncle Thomas Lord Seymour. And in the year 1549, an 
equal falary was fettled on his fuccclTor, John Earl of Warwick. 

The fame year, according to Howell’s Londinopolis, “ the price of Malmfcy wine, then 
“ the only fweet wine imported, and then only by the Lombards, was but three halfpence the 
“ pint ;” for which he gives for voucher the chutch books of St. Andrew Underlhaft in Lon- 
don in that year, “ wherein it appears, that the churchwardens paid ten Ihillings for eighty 
“ pint* of Malmfcy fpent in the church.” 

Under 
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Under this fame year, Thuaiius, lib. jag, fpeaking of the progrefs of Clk, from the call 
to the weftern parts, relates, that, in the reign of King Francis 1. of France, who died in this 
year, filk profpered in Tourainc, but more el'peciaJly in Provence, as lying moft fouthcrly ; 
it profpered alfo at Avignon, Lyons, and fcveral other parts of France ; but being alfo at- 
tempted about Paris, tlic climate was found not to be proper for it, though the greateft care 
was taken of the filk worms at Fontainbleau. 

Yet Mezerai, fpeaking of the reign of Henry II. tlic fucceffor of Francis, alleges, that filk 
was ftill dear and fcarcc in France. This .Prince, according to him, was the firft who wore a 
pair of filk knit ftockings. 

In this firft year of King Edward VI. we haveaftatute againft vagabonds, cap. iii. which 
carries fo many marks of the ancient bondage of the lower clafs of the people of England, that 
it is no wonder it was repealed in the third and fourth years of the fame reign, and ftill further 
in tlic thirty-rfinth of Queen Elizabeth, as improper for a free and commercial people. It 
enafts, “ That a run-a-gatc fervant, or any other who liveth idly and loiteringly by the fpacc 
of three days, being brought before two juftices of the peace, they Ihall caufe him to be 
“ marked with an hot iron on the breaft with the mark T, and adjudge him to be the flave of 
“ him who brought him, for two years -afejii who Ihall take the faid Have, and give him 
“ bread, water, or fmall drink, and tef»fc nHlnd caufe him to work by beating, cliaining, 
“ or otherwife, in fuch work and labour as Wmall put him to, be it never fo vile. And if 
“ fuch ll.ave abfeut himfcif from his faid mafter within the faid term of twi^fars, by the 
“ fpacc of fourteen days, then he Ihall be marked on the forehead, or the ball of the check, 
with an hot iron, with the fign of an S, and further Ihall be adjudged to be Have to his 
“ faid matter for ever. And if the faid Have Ihall run away a fecond time, he Iliall be adjudged 
“ a felon.— It Ihall be lawful to every perfon, to whom any Ihall be adjudged a Have, to put 
“ a ring of iron about his neck, arm, or leg. 

** A juftice of peace may bind a beggar’s man-cliild apprentice to the age of fourteen years, 
and a woman-child to the age of twenty years, to any that will require them. And if the 
“ faid child run away,' then his mafter may retain and ufc him for the term aforefald as his 
“ Have.” Here the word Have is named feven times, bclldcs twice more in a claufc necdlefs 
40 be tranferibed, concerning clerks attainted or convift. 

“ All impotent, maimed, or aged perfons, who cannot be taken for vagabonds, Ihall have 
convenient houfes provided for them, and otherwife Ihall be relieved in the cities or towns 
“ where they were born, or where moft converfant by the fpacc of three years, by the willing 
“ and charitable difpofitiori of the parilhioncrs ; and. none other Ihall be fuffered to beg there.” 
This very lame claufc contains an exprefs inconfiftcncy or contradiflion ; tlic firft part of it 
being an injunftion in behalf of the poor, or beggars, and the latter part leaves it to the willing 
and charitable difpofition of people. This way of making provifion for the difabled and aged 
.poor, is to be found in the ftatutebook both before and after this time ; but as thefe adts were 
more properly, and indeed merely, recommendatory, they always proved incfiedlual. 

At this time, it fcems, the ancient city of York was become much decayed. A ftatute of 
the fame year, cap. ix. reprefents its decleniion in the following terms, viz. In that city and 
fuburbs there are many parilh churches, which heretofore (the fame being well inhabKed 
“ and repicnilhed with people) were good and boneft livings for learned incumbents, by r^a- 
fon of the privy tythes of the rich merchants, and of the offerings of a great multitude ; 
‘‘ which livings being now fo much decayed by fhc ruin and decay of the faid city, and of the 
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^547 trade of merchandize there, the revenues and profits of divers of the fame benefices are not, 
“ at this prefent time, above the clear yearly value of one pound fix fliiJlings and eight- pence, 
“ fo that a great fort of them are not a competent and hoiicft living for a good curate ; yea, 
“ and no perfon will take the cure, but that of nccclTity there is fomc clunitry prieft, or elib 
fomc late religious perfon,’' /. c. monk, “ being a ftipcndiaiv, taken and appointed to the 
faid cure and benefice, which, for the moll pait, arc unlearned- and very ignorant perfons. 
“ Wherefore, the Mayor and Recorder of that city, and the Ordinary or his deputy, and fix 
“ Jufticcs of Peace in the faid city, are hereby impovvcicd to unite the faid paiifhcs into fewer 
“ number; to wit, fo many of the faid parifhes into one parifli, as fliall’ to them bethought 
“ convenient to be a living for one honefi incumbent^ fo as the clear yearly value exceed not 
twenty pounds. — The fuperHuous churches fluill be pulled down, toward the reparation 
and enlargement of the other churches, or of the bridges of the faid city, and the relief of 
“ the poor,” The reft of this contains a provilion for the theif incumbents of united 
paiilhcs; the King’s lirft-frnits and tenths, &c. 

As afls of Parliament do not always fufficiently fet forth the true grounds of many evils 
they aic clcligncd to reflify, it may be proper to remark on this ftatuie, tliat the fmallnefs of 
thofe livings in York city, as in many other places, w»as probably owing to the light of the 
reformation from popery, by which fffe ignorant and ill-judged zeal of the laity received a 
great check: d)ing perfons and others, in ignorant times, frequently erefted and endowed 
new f^thhes unncceftarily ; and many of tliofe endowments were at firft but fmall, fo that 
when in confcquence of the reformation, the privy-tythes of the rich, and the offerings of tlic 
multitude failed, and money nlfo was becoming gradually Icfs valuable, they w'ere naturally re- 
duced to their original value, though a wrong caufe of fuch failure was often alfigned. The 
zealous method of multiplying of parilhes in many cities and towns in old times, renders it 
impofiihlc to form any certain judgment of the number of inhabitants from that of the parilhes 
in tlicin. Thus, for inftance, the town of Newcaftlc upon Tyne has but four parilhes in it, 
though it probably may now contain fixty thoufand inhabitants ; and York city has ftill twen- 
ty-eight parilhes, without containing half the laid number of people : Oxford and Cambridge 
have each of them above thrice as many parilhes as Newcaftlc, with little more than a quarter 
of the number of people in each ; and the fame might be laid of many other places. 

"I'hc herring lilhing of the Hollanders was now fo confiderablc, and was become of fuch 
importance to that people, that their great Penfionary De Witt, in his Tntereft of Holland, 
part ll. cap. i. relates, ddiat the States of Holland, though then but low, and although it 
‘‘ was in a time of peace, fitted out eight ftiips of war for the defence of the faid fillicry.” 

Voltaire, in his introduftion to his effay on the age of King Louis XIV. of France, {peak- 
ing of the times of King Francis 1. fays, ‘‘ The French, though polieffcd of harbours, both 
on the Ocean and Mediterranean, were yet without a navy; and though immeribd in 
“ luxury, had only a few coarfe manufaa-urcs. ' The Jews, (ienoele, Venetians, Portuguefe, 
“ the Flemings, Dutch, and Englilh traded fucceffively for us, we being ignorant even of 
the firft principles of commerce.” 

Idle ftatutc, cap. xlv. which now granted King Edward VI. all tlie Pophh chantries, 
injinglanj, nctdilpofcd of by the thirty-feventli of Henry VUf. cap, iv. did, amongft other 
ufes, dirceft part of the rents fettled on thofe chantries, “ to be applied towards the m dn^ 
“ tcnance of piers, juttecs, walls or banks againft the rage of the lea, liavcns, and cre- k ; ” 
VoL. 11,^^ L I, 
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1547 It had been well if that application had duly taken place, as it would have been product Ive of 
great national benefit. 

And by cap. v. of the fccond year of tliat young King, ‘‘ all the fee farms, payable by any 
“ city or town-corporate to the crown, are dlrcikd, during the three following years, to be 
bellowed folely about repairing of walls and bridges, and fetting the poor on work, or other 
“ gqgd deeds in every fuch city and town.’* But few or none of thefe fine things or good 
deeds w=ere ever put in prafticc. 

1548 A very neceflary flatute w^as alfo made in the fccond and thirJ of Edward VI. cap. xv- 
for reftraining the fellers of all manner of provilions in England from combining, together,, 
not to fell but at a fixed price ; and alfo for reftraining workmen and labourers not to make- 
or do their works but at a certain fixed price,, or to do but a certain work in a day, or not 

** to work but at certain hours.’* A elaufc, wifely intended, was added to this aft, “ licenfing 
all manner of ‘"workmen relating to building.of houfes, &c- to follow their occupations in 
all cities and towns corporate, although they did not live therein, nor were fieeof fuclt 
“ corporations.” But this wife claufe wms repealed by a ftatute of the third and fourth of this 
King, cap. xx. plainly (as appears) by the interpofition of the city of London. It fets forth,. 
That the city of London being the King’s chamber, and 1110ft ancient city of this realm, 
the artificers and craftfmeii of the arts, crafts*, and myfteries aforefaid arc at gfcat cofts and 
** charges, as well in bearing and paying of taxes, tallages, fubfidics, fcot, lot, and other 
“ charges, as well to the King’s Majcfty as to the faid city, and at many and furiwy triumphs, 
** and other times for the King’s honour; and that if foreigners,” /. c, non-freemen, “ flioiild 
come and work among them, within the liberties of the laid city, contrary to their ancient 
** privileges, the fame ftiould be a grea.t decay of cunning, and an impoverifhment and driv- 
“ ing away of the freemen, being artificers of the crafts, arts, and myfteries aforefaid within 
the faid city of London, to the great hurt and deftruftion of the faid city. For reforma- 
** tion whereof, the faid claufe is hereby repealed entirely.” So that, although the rcafons 
for this repeal are exprefled as above only in relpeft to Lojidoii,- yet the repeal, being general 
took in all other corporation cities and towns; and fo it remains to our own times, contrary 
to the opinion of moft wife and judicious men. 

In the fame fecond and third of King Edward VI. there was a kind of Lent enjoined, part- 
ly ecclcfiaftical aiKl partly political, by a ftatute; cap. xix. whereby, although in the preamble 
it is exprefsly admitted, ‘‘ That all days and all meats be of ihcir nature of one etjual purity 
and holinefs, none of which can defile Chriftian men — yet forafmuchas divers of the King’s 
“ fubjefts, turning their knowledge thereinto fatisfy tlicir fenfuality, have of late, more than 
^ in limes paft, broken and contemned fuch abftincnce as hath been ufed in tliis realm upon 
“ the Fridays and Saturdays, Embering-days, and other days commonly called Vigils, and in 
the time commonly called Lent. And confidcring that due and godly abftincnce is a means 
^ to virtue, and to fubdue men’s bodies to their foul and fpirit; and confidcring alfo, that 
filhers may tliereby the rather be fet on work, whereby much flefli lhall be faved and in- 
^ creafed,” how differently do our landed men and farmers reafon In our days on tliis fubjeft I 
^ and alfo for divers otlier conliderations, itwasenafted, 

1. That all former laws concerning failing be repealed. 

“ 11. That none cat flefti upon Fridays, Saturdays, and Embering-days, nor in Lent, nor 
^ yet on any fuch other days as is and has been accounted a fifli day,” this claufe feems to be 
purpofely exprefled very loofely for a loophole,. ‘‘ on pain of forfeiting ten ihillings for the 
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^548 offence, and ten days imprifonment, without, all that time, eating any flefli; and twenty 

(hillings and twenty days imprifonment for the fecond, and for every following offence.*’ 

‘‘ 111 . This aft lhall not extend to any who may have the King’s licence, nor to aged, 
weakly, fick, or maimed perfons, nor to women with child, or lying-in, nor to prifoners, 
nor to the King’s lieutenants, or captains of his army or forts ; neither fliall it extend to 
‘‘ St. Lawrence Even, St. Mark’s Day, nor to any as heretofore have obtained licence from 
the Archbifliop of Canterbury.” 

By cap. iii. of the faid fccond and third of King Edward VI. for regulating the purveyors 
for the King’s houfliold, poft horfes are therein fixed at one penny per mile. 

In Strype’s Ecclefiaftical Memorials, under the’year 1 548, wheat was fix (hillings and eight- 
pence per quarter, and barley, malt, and rye at five fliillings, peafe and beans at four (liillings. 
We can frame no true eftimate of the difference of the value of the coins at this time from 
thofc of our own time, that innocent young King being mifled by hislviinifters to debafe his 
coin in a lhameful manner, till the laft year of his reign, when it was made of the fame value 
as in our own days, and has fo continued ever lincc. 

By a ftatute of this fccond and third years of King Edward VI. cap. vi. all manner of duties 
and other incumbrances, doles or (liares of fi(h, till now taken by admirals and their fubfti- 
tutes, &c. from thofc ufing the fi(hing trade of Newfoundland, Iceland, &c. arc taken off : 
forafmuch,” fays the preamble, “ as, within thefe few years pad, there liave been taken 
by^wrtain of the officers of the Admiralty divers great exaftions, as fums of money, doles, 
or (hares of fifli, &c. to the great difeouragement of thofe fi(heries, and of damage to the 
“ whole commonwealth — For reformation whereof, &c. it was cnafted as above.” 

About this time, the Emperor Charles V. is faid to have begun to put in execution a dc- 
fign he had long been forming, of reducing the republic of Genoa to a date of abfolute de^ 
pcndcncc on him, thereby to keep a door always open for his armies from Spain to pafs into 
Italy. 1 ’ or the Gtmoclc, notwithdanding the decay of their former vad commerce, were dill 
inimenfcly rich ; and being great bankers and dealers in money, he reafonably concluded, that 
if, by extraordinary allowances for intered, he could draw their money into his exchequer, he 
fiiould, in that cafe, poffefs himfclF of the fured pledges they could give him of their fidelity. 
In this year therefore that Emperor, being in the Netherlands, fent for his elded fon Philip to 
come to him, who failing from Barcelona to Genoa, in order to go through Germany to his 
father, the Genoefc, for a fortnight together, entertained him with furprizing magnificence, 
(fays their hidorlan De Mailly.) That Prince, whild there, by the Duke D’Alva’s advice, 
propofed to that republic to permit the Spaniards to build a citadel in their fuhiirbs, where 
their garrifon might, for the future, fccurc that city from the frequent confpiracies and tumults 
to which they were fo liable. But that propofal was not only unanimoufly rejefted, but likc- 
wife the vad retinue of this Prince judly alarmed the Senate, and occafioned a great fquabblc 
between them and the Genoefe, which was not quelled without bloodflied, fo that the Prince 
was glad to leave Genoa. Whereupon, fays Dc Mailly, the Emperor took other meafures to 
fecure to himfclf the fidelity of the Genoefc ; for he determined never to pay the principal 
fums due to them, which he had borrowed for his occafions in Italy and the Netherlands, (fee 
Thuani Hidoria, lib. Ixi.) and only to pay them the arrears of intered; to the end, that 
Temaining always in their debt, they might live in a condant dread of embroiling themfelvcs 
with a Prince who owed them fo much. His fon Philip II. improved upon his father’s 
feheme, by whicli many millions of money were borrowed of tliem on tlie fccurity of the 
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1548 duties on the commerce of Spain and America. But Philip being foon after greatly exhaufted 
by his Ncthcrland wars, lie not only fiifpcndcd the payment of any part of the principal, but 
even of its intcreft, which occafioned much clamour and difirefs in Gcnca, where fo many 
hiniilies lived entirely on the intereft of the money gotten in traffic by their anccllors ; as is 
the cafe at this day with many principal inhabitants of Antwerp, though long lince deprived 
of its^mmenfe trade, fo comfortable arc the cfFefts Avhidi even a departed commerce leaves be- 
hind it for many fucceeding generations. King Philip’s real or pretended inability to pay 
even the intcreft of thofe large fums, made him at hrft begin to cavil with the creditors, on 
account of certain fmail pretended mifreckonings, and to inlift that he had overpaid their in- 
tcreft : he therefore obtained the Pope’s approbation, for dedufling out of their principal debt 
fo much as they had received more than what his Holinefs and King Philip thought fit to call 
legal intcreft. On their capital, however, thus reduced, it is fa id by fo me, though it feems 
untruly, that the Court of Spain were ever after punftual on paying tlie inlercft. By thofe 
vaft loans, the Genoefc arc faid, in a great mcafurc, to have governed the rate of intcreft In 
other parts of Europe. Thus at firft they had ten per cent, from thole Princes, afterwards it 
was reduced to feven per cent, and flnce lower; and probably the fixing ot ufury at ten per 
cent, by law in England, in the year 1546, took its rife from the praftice of Genoa. 

And here let us add a melancholy and moft intcrefting remaik, for the fcrioiis conlideration 
of thofe to whom it more immediately relates in our own days, which was made many years 
ago by the ingenious Dr. D’Avenant, in his Difeourfes on the public Revenues and I'radc of 
England, publiflied in oflavo, in the year 1698, “ That thofe large anticipations of King 

Philip II. wdiich were continued from year to year, without any ineafurcs thought on for 
lelTening the debt, have more contributed to fink the Spanilb monarchy than all their other 
“ bad counfels put together. The chief branches of that kingdom’s revenue being employed 
in payment of intcreft of money borrowed one hundred years ago ; the nourilluncnt, which 
“ fliould fupport the body-politic, being diverted anotlier W'ay, it becomes weak and unable 
** to refift accidents. And when a people fo involved, come to be engaged in a foreign war, 
it is quickly evident to their enemies, that they arc not much to be feared for their power ; 
and to their friends, that they are not to be depended on for help.” All which, we fear, 
may foon become eminently the cafe much nearer home, than it was at the time that able 
author thus folidly warned the then government to beware of anticipations ; the whole nation- 
al debt fcarcely amounting in 1698 to ten millions. 

rl" Upon a review of this important remark of D’Avenant’s, the author, with profound rc- 
fpcdl, and purely out of his warm zeal for the public welfare, moft humbly prefumes to dedi- 
cate and recommend to our prefent patriot Miniflry, and to their fucceffors in power, this 
Angle paragraph only, for their moft ferious conlideration ; as they would have the glorious 
epithet of Patriot joined to their names to latcft pofterity ; humbly praying, that his honeft 
zeal may not be conftrued to be diftating to his fuperiors, which lie is far from prefuming 
to do. 

1549 In vol. XV. p. 181, of the Foedera, King Edward VI. grants apenfion of one hundred and 
fixty-fix pounds thirteen fliillings and four-pence to Sebaftian Cabot, who, it feems, had nojv 
left the fcrvice of Spain ; which grant, fays King Edward, was for fervices done, and to*be done 
by him. He muft then have been an old man, it being fifty-three years fince his voyage 
with his father to the American coafts, in the reign of King Henry VII. That fum was 
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1549 contiriiiecl to him durin;T jjfe by Queen Mary ; tbid. p, 427. he liaving been Governor of the 
Kudia CoinpHn\% and, for the left of his life, the great diicdor of our naval expeditions. 

Otlier penlions, by that Prince granted this fame year, thongli not immediately relating to 
our fubjc^^t, {ibid, p. 19a, 1931) were one hundred pounds per annum each to Martin linccr 
apd Paul I'agius, two eminent foreign Proteftant JJivincs, and (p. 200) forty marks per annum 
to Peter Vannes, his wSccretary fertile Latin tongue. Alfo (p. 201) three hundred and feventy- 
live pounds per annum, during plcafurc, to his faithful friend, Oilio ]i)ukc of Bruiifwick. 

'J'hat good young Prince, likewife, through his own inclination, and the advice of Arcli- 
biihop CraniTier, gave great alfiftancc to pcrfecutcd foreign Protellants, many thoufands of 
whom fettled in various parts of England, but jSrincipally at London, Southwark, Canter- 
Iniry, Sandwich, Maidftone, Southampton, Norwich, and Colchellcr ; where they had the 
free cxercife of their religion in feparatc congregations, feme of which remain to the prefent 
lime, and where manufadlurcs were fo greatly cultivated and improved 1*^ their means, as not 
only to enrich thofe places where they were fettled, but to prove very beneficial to tlie whole 
kingdom. In the Ihort pcrfccuting icign of Qiicen Mary, thofe poor people were forced again 
to fly beyond fea, tliough, at her death, they returned to their old habitations. They con- 
fified of Walloons, (icrmans, French, Italians, Polandcrs, and Swifs, and there was, in 
thofe times, cycii a congregation of Proteftant Spaniards in London. 

We have already remarked from my Lord 'Bacon, Lord Herbert, he, that the humour of 
iriclofing the lands of England for pafturc, inftead of arable, had made the common people, 
at dilForcnt times, very uneafy ; fo that they had now begun violently to lay them open by in- 
fiirrcftions in many different counties, without having patience to wait tiiclr being laid open 
by a proclamation from the King already iirued, bccaufe the proprietors were not fo quick in 
obeying it as the mob expefted. And of all others, tliat in Norfolk, in this fame year 1549, 
was the moft remarkable and furious, headed by one Ket and Flowerdew, who, by firing of 
beacons, and ringing of bells, drew many thoufands of the lower people of Norfolk and Suffolk 
to join them, and committed many very grievous and fhocking outrages. Ket was a tanner at 
Wyinondham, Norfolk. They did infinite damage and mifehief to the city of Norwich, which 
tlicy alinoft laid defolate, by either driving the indufirious and wealthy inhabitants out of it, or 
cl fc mifcrablv butchering them ; fo that this city became a receptacle for idle, loofc, and ex- 
travagant vagrants: — “ In which condition,’’ fays Roger Coke, Efq; in his Reilexions otv 
the Eaft India and African Companies, printed in the year 1695, “ it was thought fo dan- 
“ gcrous to the Government, that, in the beginning of Qiiccn Elizabeth’s reign, it was ofren 
“ debated in Council, whether, fur this caufe, it fhould not be demoliflicd. But,” fays he, 
“ a better fate attended that noble city, through the wifdom of that great Queen, and tlio 
“ cruelty of the Ncthcrland pcrfccution about twenty years after this time.” This infiirrcc- 
tion occafioned the llaughter of about five thoufand of the rioters ; Ket, their leader, was 
taken and hanged on the top of Norwich caftle. 

I'hcrc had, indeed, been many inclofurcs lately made out of waftc, marfhy, and other kinds 
of barren and common grounds, in confequence of which great improvements were cfFc£ted. 
But as the poorer fort became thereby deprived of the benefit of fuch waftc, ^c, grounds, for 
feeding their cattle, and alfo for fuel, it is not much to be wondered, that great clamours were 
laifed on that account, which at length burft out into open riots, firft in Kent, and after- 
wards in the counties of Effex, Buckingham, Northampton, Somerfet, Lincoln, Norfolk,^ 
and^ Suflblk. 


In 



86 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. O. - . . 

1549 In this year, the French King, Henry II. caufed the houfcs in his capital city of Pans 
be numbered, which it fcems amounted to ten thoufand in number, exclufive of churches, 
chapels, monafteries, colleges, and other public edifices, and of aiine market houfcs ; and his 
fon, Charles IX. found one hundred thonfand perfons in this city, bcfidcs llrangcrs, fervants, 
and churchmen, 

Hftufe rents in England muft have been ftill very low at this time, when, according to Arch- 
bhhop Nicholfon’s Englilh Hiftorical Library, (who quotes the Life of Sir Thomas Smith 
for it) a houfc, in the very precinds of King Edward Sixth’s Court, in Channel-row, 

Weftminftcr, was let to no Icfs a perfon than the Comptroller of that King’s houfhold for 

the yearly rent of thirty fliilliiigs even although the coins of filver were very little, if any 
at all, heavier than at tin's day. This was, without doubt, owing principally to the little 
commerce and few manufadures of thofc days, compared to modern times. 

In the third a\id fourth of King Edward VI. there was an ad of Parliament pafieci, cap. ii. 
with many well contrived claufes, for preventing of frauds in the woollen manufaduic of Eng- 
land ; fuch as for the clothier’s feal on his cloth; — againft over-ftretching the cloths ; — for the 
well dying of cloths alfo for the w’^cll dying of all wools to be converted into cloths, or into 
hats or caps ; — alfo for preventing the putting any deceitful thing upon cloth, fuch as flocks, 
chalk, flower, ftarch, &.c. — nor to ufe iron cards in the rowing of cloths ; — alfo for the juft 
. meafuring of cloths. For all which purpofes, overfeers arc direded to be amiually appointed, 
not only in corporation towns by their chief magiftrates, jointly with the wardens, &c. of the 
cloth-w’orkcrs ; but in towns, villages, and hamlets not incorporated, by the julliccs of the 
peace jointly with the cloth-workers ; which overfeers fliall, atlcaftonce in every quarter of a 
year, or as often as they think needful, vifit clothiers, drapers, dyers, and preflers lioufes, 
Ihops, See. to which overfeers one moiety is hereby given of all the forfeitures and penalties of 
this ad, and the other to the King, See. — All which evidently flicws the care of the Icgillaturc 
for thatmanufadurc, and alfo that it v;as at this time univcrfally fprtad all over the kingdom, 
and in a fiouriftiing condition. 

Notwirhftanding of all which former laws for regulating the Englifli woollen manufiidurc, 
wc have another ftatute, in the year 1552, (fifth and fixthofKing Edward VI.) for the very 
fame ends and purpofes, to which we muft refer our more curious readers. 

•1550 111 the fifteenth volume, p. 2U, See. of the Foedcra, wc have a treaty of perpetual peace, 

and of mutual intercourfc of commerce, cancluded between King Edward VI. of England 
and King Henry II. of France. lu which the fubftance of what relates to commerce is as 
follows : 

I. A free and undiflurbeJ commerce fliallbe between both nations. 

II. The fhips of both nations going out armed, fliall, as in former treaties, ftill give fccurity 
not to injure the other party in any refped. 

III. King Edward agrees, that, in fix weeks time, he will rcftorc to France the city, forts, 
mid territories of Boulogne. In confideration whereof, Henry agrees to pay Edward four 
hundred thoufand crowns of the fun. For the performance of all which, and alfo of King 
Edward’s delivering up the caftlcs of Douglas and Lauder to Queen Mary of Scotland, and 
for demolifliing the caftlcs of Aymourh and Roxburg, hoftages were delivered on botl\ fidcs. 

lu an acquittance for delivery of the artillery and ammunition of Boulogne, p. 218, there 
is the firft mention to be found in the Foedcra of iron bullets (bouletz de fer), Notwithftand- 
ing which, wc fhall fee, that ftonc bullets remained in ufc confiderably later than tliis^pcriod. 

t Moiificur 
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5^55^ Monfieur Huet, Biihop of Avninchcs, in his Memoirs of the Dutch Commerce, (If they 
were really his, as fome have written) fpeaking of the meridian glory of Antwerp, which was 
in its zenith in and about this year 1550, obferves, “ That the perfccutions raifed in Gcr - 
‘‘ many on account of religion in the reign of tlic Emperor Cliarlcs V.— in France under 
King Henry IL— and in England under Queen Mary ; forced much people to fettle at Ant- 
werp, where a vaft concourfe of all European nations was to be feen ; it being then the 
nioft celebrated magazine of commerce in all Europe, if not of the whole world; it having 
“ been, at this time, a common thing to fee two thoufand five hundred fliips in the Scheld, 
laden with all forts of merchandize : and that, in one word, Antwerp was then almoft w hat 
“ Amflerdam is now,” a general ftorehoufe for the whole world. 

Yet the introduftion of the inquifition into the Netherlands in this fame year, though not 
into Antwerp, foon began to create great uneafinefs, aJid even to influence commerce exceed- 
ingly. 7 *he Emperor Charles V. being delirous to have that infernal tiil^unal introduced that 
fiuiie year into Antwerp, fo great was the influence of the Englifh merchant-adventurers at 
“ that time,” fays Sleidan in his Commentaries, lib. xxii. “ that the city had no other means 
“ for cflTcftually influcncittg that Emperor, but to tell him, that the Englifh merchants would 
certainly leave the cit^ and country, if he brought the inquifition thither, which proved 
cffcftual.” For it feems the Emperor, on a ftrift enquiry, found that the Englifti mer- 
chant-adventurers maintained or employed at Icaft twenty thoufand perfons in the city of 
Antwerp alone, befides thirty thoufand more in other parts of the Netherlands. The reader 
ought to be acquainted, however, that this lall mentioned account is written by J. Wheeler, 
in his book publiftied in the year 1601, in quarto, in vindication of the exclulive claims of 
that Company, whofe Secretary he was ; and that therefore fome allowances are to be made- 
on that fcorc in this computation. 

Antwerp having had new and very firong walls built round it about this time, fays Guic- 
ciardini, within which a large fpace of ground was taken in for additional new ftreets, tlirce 
thoufand lioufes on new foundations were ercfted, and above one thoufand old ones rebuilt 
larger and finer; fo that, Paris excepted, fays the laft-named author, there is hardly a city on 
this fide the Alps that exceeds it in power and riches ; and as, in general, it may be reckoned 
among the principal cities of Europe, fo particularly, with refpeft to its vaft commerce, it may 
he deemed almoft the firft in the world. Yet, 

In Ilcifs’s Hiftory of the Empire, vol. ii. p. io8-g, it is obferved, under this year, that the 
Emperor Charles V. having iflued his vigorous and famous edift againft the Netherhind Pro- 
teftants, eftablifliing fcveral tribunals of inquifition for their fevere punifhment, the faid edifl: 
paved the way for all the great changes which happened afterwards in thofe provinces ; but its 
immediate efFcft, (as it regarded commerce) was the fpreading terror and dcfpair amongft the 
nianufafturers and merchants, which more efpecially began, even now, to affeft the tranquil^ 
lity of Antwerp. 

In the years 15 50 and 1551, we find, that one Captain Bodenham made a trading voyage from 
London to the ifles of Candia and Chios, in the Levant, where he loaded home with wines, 
&:c. At Chios he found Englifli, as well as French and Genoefe merchants. WJiilft Candia 
rcmfiincd fubjeft to Venice, and Chios to Genoa, Chnftian fliips coiiftantly traded thither; 
fcut when the Turks had afterwards conquered thofe ifles, the ChriiHan (hips frequented them 
no more, till their refpeflivc fovereigns had gradually obtained commercial treaties at the Ot- 
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1550 toman Porte. This trade to thofe eaftcrii territories of Venice gradually brought on a direfl 
trade to 'I'urkey, as will be feen in its proper place. 

We have feen that the Portuguefe were acquainted with Japan ever fince the year 1542 ; 
they had got very great footing there about the year 1550, or perhaps a little later : but, in the 
end, the intemperate zeal of their prieils and niilhonaries, for the propagation of their religion, 
Juivii^g liad no bounds, it awakened the jcaloufy of the Japonefc to fuch a degree, tliat, after 
they had found means to gain the Emperor’s favour, and had, as their hiftorians allege, con- 
verted or made Chriftians of about a tliird part of the people of that empire, they were all put 
to the mofl cruel deaths, and, together with them, all the poor converted Japonefc. Had the 
J^ortuguefe been fo moderate as to liave contented thcmfelvcs with enjoying a toleration of 
their own religion for themfelves alone, they might probably have remained there to tliis 
day. 

The Hollanders have (by the Portuguefe and others) been laid under the accufation of hav- 
ing been fccretly inftrunienial in this iiiailacrc, becaufe they were the only Clirillians excepted 
or fnved out of it; a point which we arc by no means able to clear up to any good purpofe. 
\Vhat is certain is, that they alone, of all Chriftian people, arc permitted to trade tbilhcr to 
this day, although indeed they are fo very llriflly watched, that, it is faid, their guns, tackle, 
rudders, fkc. arc brought on Ihorc as foon as they arrive there, ever fince the year 1640, that 
they landed fome cannon and ammunition in a private manner, and had, it feems, atJlually 
begun to ere£t a fort, under llic colour of its being only a large warchoufc ; which, defgn, 
liowcvcr, the jealous japonefc difeovered in good time. Since then, the Dutch commerce to 
Japan is faid not to be near fo profitable as before, being only what they call in India a coun- 
try trade, without having any houfc or faftory there, i, c, a trade liy voyaging from Patnvia 
thither, and back again to Batavia, or to feme other pert in India ; and It is faid, tliat du; iiu; 
their fhort flay in Japan, they arc always Ihut up till their departure in a fmali iiland near the 
port of Kangafaki. Idie produclions of that great and opulent empire are corn and rice, in 
great abundance ; the iincfl tea, Porcelain and lacquered ware, far exceeding thofe of Ciiina, 
lilk, cotton, drugs, coral, ivory, diamonds, pearls, and other precious Hones ; alfo much 
gold and iiJver, fine copper, iron, lead, and tin. And the Dutch, in exchange, carry thirlicr 
clotl), botli woollen and linen, looking glafFcs, and other glafs w^are from Europe, and the 
various merchandize alfo of India, Perfia, and Arabia. 

From Bifliop Fleetwood’s Clironic'on Preciofum, wheat was, in this fame yenr 1550, eigln 
fliillings per quarter, oats eight Ihlllings, malt five (hillings and one penny, Mahufey wiiic 
four-pence per quart, a load of flraw five Ihillings, a load of coals tvvcb/c lliilliiigs. lie adds, 
that wherever you meet with coals, in old accounts, you arc to underlland tliercl)y charcoal, 
not fca coal ; which laft, lays the good Bifliop, as well as I can guefs, has not been in com- 
mon life one liundred and fifty years, at Icaft not In London, though I find them mentioned 
in Matthew Paris, under the name of carifo marinus, L c, fea coal, in the time of King 
Henry III. (fee the years 1234, 1357, 1379, and 1421.) By the above rates of ncceilaiies, 
living mnfl probably, at that time, have ftill been about four times as cheap as in our days ; 
but the coin being flill much debafed, we cannot venture to pronounce with prccilioa on this 
point. ^ 

1551 Although the following treaty did not take effeft, yet it may be proper to mciulon it, as it 
is charafteriftic of the age in which it happened. This was a treaty for a marriage between 
K-ing Edward VI. of England and Elizabeth, daughter of King Francis 11 . of France; the 
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lady to bring two hundred thoufajid crowns of the fun for her portion, and to have ten thou- 
fand marks fteiling for her dowry, or fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix pounds thirteen 
flrillings and four pence fterling.— Sec Foedera, vo!. xv. p. 273, 

It feems provifions were, at this time, very dear in Scotland ; for an aft of the Scotifh Par- 
liament, palled that year, for reftraining the dearth, in the following manner, viz. “ No 
“ Archbilliop, Pifliop, or Earl Ihall” (under large penalties) “ have more than eight dilhes 
“ of meat at any meal ; nor an Abbot, Lord- Prior, or Dean, above fix dillics ; nor Barons,” 
(/. e. Lords of Manors) “ and freeholders above four dilhes ; nor no burgefles, or other fub- 
“ ftantial man, fpiritual or temporal, above three diflies ; each of all which dilhes lliall con- 
“ tain but one kind of meat. Marriages, however, are excepted, and alfo banquets made by 
“ Archbilliops, Bilhpps, Earls, Lords, Abbots, Priors, Deans, Barons, Provofts, and Bailies 
“ of Burghs, to ftrangers of other nations, but not to Scotfmen.” 

Tripoli, on the Barbary Coaft, was, in this year, taken from King Bhilip II. of Spain by 
the Turks, after Spain had poflefled it about forty years. 

In the fame year, no fewer tlian fixty lliips failed from the port of Southampton for the Nc- 
thcrlands with wool ; fo vaft was the woollen manufafture even at this time in the Low 
Countries, notwilhllanding the great progrefs which England had, at this period, made 
in it. 

We have already hinted, under the year 1546, that the good people of King Edward the 
Sixth’s reign fell into the fame error, concerning the taking of ufury or intereft, as their old 
Popilh progenitors had done from the beginning, and therefore, by the fifth and fixth of Ed- 
ward VI. cap. XX. in this year 1552, the llatute of the thirty-feventh of Henry Vlll. cap. ix. 
which had fixed the intereft of money at ten per cent, was abfolutely repealed. And hcreiry 
truly, “ no pci foil, by any means, Ihall lend or forbear any fum of money, for any manner 
“ or increafe, to be received or hoped for, above the fum lent, upon pain to forfeit the fum 
“ lent, and the increale, with imprifonment and fine at the King’s plcafure.” Yet we lhall 
fee this prefent aft juftly repealed in the thirteenth of Qiicen Elizabeth, cap. viii. 

Wehavefeen, under the year 1515, a ftatute for afeertaining the length, brc.adth, and 
weight of certain Englifh woollen cloths ; as alfo another more ample ftatute, in the year 1 549, 
for more fully regulating the different kinds of them. In this year 1552, we have another 
Hill more extenfive law for the fame purpofe, (the fifth and fixth of Edward VI. cap. vi.) 
wherein the woollen manufafturcs of all the different counties of England and Wales are 
afeertained, with refpeft to length, breadths, weight, &c. and by which all former ft.atutcs 
concerning this fubjeft arc repealed. Yet, as perfeft as this ftatute might then be thought, 
there were many more fubfequent ones made on the fame fubjeft, not only for afeertaining the 
true dimenfions and weight of thofc cloths, but for difeovering and reftraining many frauds and 
irregularities therein, the full recital of which would be both tirefome and unprofitable to the 
generality of readers, and fuch as may be defirous to perufe them may confult the ftatute 
books. 

By cap. xxiv. of the fame ftatute of King Edward VI. there is another monopolizing aft, 
relative to the making of felt hats and thrummed hats, coverlets, and dornecks, (/. e, diaper- 
linen) though fomewhat more moderate than that in favour of the city of York ; for whereas, 
bylbe ftatute of the year 1544, as we have feen, the manufafture of coverlets was abfolutelv 
confined to that city alone, cxclufive of all other parts whatever of that county ; this law now 
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1552’ before us only confines the making of the above named four kinds of goods to the city of Nor- 
wich, and to all other corporate and market towns of that county. 

In this fame year, King Henry II. of France feized on the three billiopricks of Metz, Toiil, 
and Verdun, belonging to the (jcrman Empire, fo that by fuch a political ftrokc not only a 
confiderablc territory was added to France, but the barrier of Germany was lo broken, that 
FraukCe gained an eafy entrance into it, of which file has very facccfsfully availed Lerldf ever 
lince ; and by her additional conquefts on that fide, ihe has reduced the empire to much more 
confined limits, and obliged her to yield thofc territories by the treaty of Munftcr, as v\xll ns 
the noble and extenfive Landgravate of Alface, to the no faiall breacli of the general balance 
of power, and of the repofc of all Europe. 

The time was now at length come, that the eyes of the Englilh nation were to be opened, 
for their difeovering the immenfe damage which was fuitaiiud, by fufiering the German mer- 
chants of tlic Floufe or College in London, called the Steelyard, lb long to enjoy advantages 
in the duty or cuftom of exported Englilh cloths, far beyond what the native Englilli enjoy- 
ed ; which fuperior advantages pofirdfed by thofe foreigners began, about this time, to be more 
evidently feen and felt, as the foreign commerce of England became more diiluled. 

The cities of Antwerp and Hamburgh poffelfed, at this time, the principal commerce of the 
northern and middle parts of Europe ; and their faflors at the Steelyard ufually fet what price 
they pleafed on both their imports and exports ; and having the command ot all the markets in 
England, with joint or united flocks, they broke all other merchants. Upon thefe confidera- 
tions, the Englilh Company of Merchant-Adventurers made prcirmg remonfiranccs to King 
Edward the Sixth’s Privy Council. — Thefe Hanfcatics were, moreover, accufed (and parti- 
cularly the Dantzickers) of defrauding the cuflonis, by colouring, or taking under their own 
names, as they paid little or no cuflom, great quantities of the merchandize of other foreigners 
not intitled to their immunities. — They were alfo accufed of having frequently exceeded the 
bounds of even the great privileges granted to them by our Kings ; yet, by the force of great 
prefents, they had purchafed new grants. — They traded in a body, and by that means under- 
fold and ruined others. (This, though in feme cafes improbable, may, in otlicr rcrj)efts, be 
prafticable.) — And having, for the lalt forty-five years, had the foie command of our com- 
merce, (fays an author) they had reduced the price of Englifli wool to one fhilling and fix pence 
per ftone. — That, in the preceding year, they had exported no fewer than forty-four thoiifand 
woollen' cloths of all forts, whilft all the Englilh merchants together had, in the fame year, 
exported but one thoufand one hundred clotlis : tl)c Steelyard merchants were alfo excufed 
from aliens duties, and yet all their exports and imports were made in foreign bottoms ; which 
was a very coiificlerable lofs to the nation. 

Upon mature confidcration of thefe and fimilar reafons and arguments, as w'cll as of tlic an- 
fwer thereto, by the faid Steelyard or Hanfcatic merchants, and of records, charters, treaties, 
depofitions of witneffes, and other proofs, “ it was found, in this year 1552, apparent lo the 
King’s Privy Council, 

‘‘ 1 . That all the liberties and privileges claimed by, or pretended to be granted by the faid 
merchants of the Hanfe, are void by the laws of this realm ; forafmuch as the faid merchants 
** have no fufficient corporation to receive the fame. * 

‘‘ II. That fuch grants and privileges claimed by them, do not "extend to any perfons or 
towns certain ; and therefore it is uncertain what perfons, or which towns ihouldor ought 
to enjoy the faid privileges i*’ (this point is no quibble, but was really a material objcftioii) 
t * “ by 
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2 ‘‘ by rcafon of wliicii uncertainty, they have admitted, and do admit to be of their freedom 
and iinmunllies vvinoin and as man<^ as they lift, tothegreat prejudice of the King’s cuftoms, 
“ and the comm 'ti hurt oT the realm. 

“ J 1 !. 'i’h;a if and Idppoling the pretended grants were good in law, as indeed they arc not, 
\et the fame were nr !c on condition that they fliould not colour any other foreigner’s mer- 
chc\;vJl::e, as fii*h . lent proofs they have done. 

rV That al)ove one hundred years r ftcr the pretended privileges granted to them, they 
ufed to tranfi ort no merchandize out of this realm but only into their own countries : nei- 
‘‘ thc\- did they iir.port any merchandize but from their own countries. Whereas, at prefent, 
ilicy iioi; only c e neev F.i^.glllh mci chandizc Into the Netherlands, and there fell them, to the 
great dam.-igc of the King’s own fuhjefts, but they do alfo import merchandize of all fo- 
rci n rounndes, contrary to the true intent and meaning of their privileges. 

“ V. ddnit in King Ifdward the Fourth’s time, they had forfeited their* pretended privileges, 
“ by means of war l)ctwccn the realm and them ; (i. e, the Hans-towns) whereupon a t;*caty 
was made, ftlpulating, that our EngHlh fubjefts Ihould enjoy the like privileges in Pruftia 
‘‘ and ether I ianfcalic ])arts, and that no new exaftions ftiould be laid on tlieir perfons or 
goods : V lilcii treaty lus been much broken in fcvcral parts, and cfpecially at Dantzick, 
where no redrefs could ever be obtained, either by the requefts of the King’s fithcr or hiiii- 
lldf, for the faid wrongs. In confideration of all which, the Council decreed, That the 
“ privileges, liberties, and franchifes, claimed by the faid merchants of the Steelyard, lhall 
from henceforth be and remain feized and refumed into the King’s Grace’s hands, until the 
laid merchants of the Steelyard fliall declare and prove better and more fuflicient matter for 
<< their claim in the premifes. Saving, however, to the faid merchants all fuch liberty of 
coming into this realm and trafficking, in as ample manner as any mcrchant-ftrangers have 
“ within the fame.” 

Raplii adds, that the Parliament had laid a heavy duty upon the merchandize exported and 
imported l)y the Steelyard Ibcicty ; and the Hanfeatic hiilorian, Weidcnbagen, vol. ii,' part 5. 
feems to think, that the high duty of twenty per cent, (inftead of one per cent, their ancient 
duty, ever f nee King Henry the Third’s reign) was not laid on them till the beginning, of 
Qiicen Mary’s reign, “ at a time too,” he adds, “ when almoft all the commerce of the 
“ llans-towms was reduced to the port of London alone ; their other comptoirs, viz. Novo- 
“ grod, Bergen, and Bruges, being almoft deferted and very little frequented by them.” 

This is the fubftance of the wdiolc bufmefs during King Edward the Sixth’s reign, of re- 
verfing the privileges of the Steelyard merchants, taken fiom our hlftorles, but more particu- 
larly from J. Wheeler’s Treatife of Commerce, publiihed in quarto, in the year 1601 ; and, 
as he was then Secretary to the Merchant Adventurers Company, it may be fuppofed to be in 
general, a true account, and is furcly an ufeful part of commercial hiftory, Wheeler adds, 
that by reverfing tliefe privileges, our own merchants (hipped off in this year forty thoufand 
cloths for Flanders. Rapin, in his Hiftory of England, obferves., that the Regent of Flanders, 
as well as the city of Hamburgh, carncftly folicited to have the Steelyard merchants re-inftat- 
cd ; but to no purpofe. 

The miniftry alfo, at this time, had a projeft laid before them for the benefit of commerce, 
^iz, for opening two free ports or mart-towns, viz. Hull and Southampton : but this was not 
put in execution. Thofc two ports indeed feem extremely well fituated for fuch a feheme if 
at all4)ra£licable. 

M a By 
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-Ry ^ of the faid fifth and fixth of King Edward VI. cap. v. for promoting of ri!Iac;o, 

and preventing the incrcafc of inclofures forpallure, ainongll feveral kinds of lands excepted 
out of the prohibitory aft, arc lands fet with Saffron and with Hops. 'J'his is tlie firft men- 
tion of hops growing in England in the Englifh llatute book, and is a dear proof tliat liops 
began to be cultivated in England before this time, as has been before obferved under tJic 
\cai*^i 524 . 

Under the fame year, Hakluyt’s fecond volumcf p. 8 and 9, acquaints us, tliat three fhips 
fiom Brillol failed to Afafi and Santa Cruz in South Barbary ; their ladings being linen and 
woollen clotli, coral, amber, and jet ; and their returns from thence were lugar, dates, al- 
monds, and melafles. In p, 7. Hakluyt obferves, that till the preceding year 1551, England 
had no mercantile correfpondence with Barbary. 

By a llatute of the fevcnih and Lift year of King Edward VI. cap. v. 1 . The prices of 
wines arc fixfcd thus : Gafeony and Guienne wines at eight pence per gallon, and Rochelle 
wines at four pence per gallon : nor Ihould any other wines be fold at an higher price than 
twelve pence per gallon, on forfeiture of five pounds. This llatute is faid in the prcainldc 
“ to be enafted for the avoiding of many inconvcniencies, much evil rule, and common rc- 
** fort of iiiif-ruled perfons, ulbd and frequented in many taverns of late newly fet up, in 
back lanes, corners, and fufpicious places, both in London, and other towns and vil- 
“ lages.” 

“ II. The next claufe enafts, that none but fuch as can fpciul one hundred marks of yearly 
rent, or elfc is worth one thoufand marks, or cHb, laftly, lhall be the fon of a Duke, Mai- 
quis, Earl, Vifeount, or Baron of the realm, lhall have or keep in his houib anv vedd 
of the faid wines for his family’s ufe exceeding ten gallons, on forfeiture of ten pounds.” 

“ in. “ None lhall keep a tavern for retailing of the faid wines, unlefs liccnlcd ; and that 
** only in cities, towns corporate, burghs, port towms, or market towns ; or in the towns 
“ of Gravefend, Sittingborn, Tuxford, and Baglhot, on forfeiture of ten pounds. And 
there fliall only be two taverns for retailing of wine in every city or town, except in London, 
which may have forty taverns; in York, eight taverns ; in Norwich, four; in Wcftmin- 
fter, three; in Brillol, fix; in Lincoln, three; in Hull, four; in Shrcwll)ury, three; in 
Exeter, four; in Salifbury, three; in Glouccftor, four; in Weft Chefter, four; in Hero 
ford, three; in Worcefter, three; in Southampton, three; in Canterbury, four; in Ipf- 
“ wich, three; in Winchefter, three ; in Oxford, three; in Cambridge, four; in Coichef- 
“ ter, three ; in Newcaftlc upon Tyne, four.” — By this limitation, it may be thought that a 
pretty near guefs may be made of the magnitude of cities and towns, allowance being 
made for towns fituated on very public roads ; yet, this matter is neverthelcfs, flill very un- 
certain. 

“ IV. None of the faid taverns lhall retail wines, to be fpent or drank within their refpec- 
“ tive houfes. 

“ V. Merchants may ufe in their own houfes, but not to fell, fuch wines as they lliall im- 
‘‘ port ; alfo high Iherilfs, magiftrates of cities and towns, and inhabitants of fortified towns, 
may keep veflels of wines for their own confumption only.’’ 

As extraordinary as feveral parts of this ftatutc may poflibly appear to fome of us at fhis time, 
they may be pretty well accounted for, not only from the fobricty, poverty, and fimplicity of 
that age compared with ours, but alfo from the unfcttled and tumultuous difpofition of a great 
part of ilic people ; thofe efpccially who adhered to the old religion, and thofc alfo who excit- 
3 cd 
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ed commotions in moft counties againft inclofurcs. Yet, with refpeft to the limited number 
of taverns in feveral of the cities and towns already mentioned, wc cannot now perhaps alto- 
gether clearly judge or determine the proportion of the magnitude of thofc places therefrom. 
For indance, why Cambridge is allowed four, and Oxford but three taverns ; nor foinc other 
points relating to this fame aft. 

“ Hitherto,” fays Sir John Davis, already quoted “ it is manifed, tliat fince the lad tranf- 
fretation of King Richard 11 . into Ireland, tire crown of Eitghind never fent over either 
“ numbers of men, or quantities of treafure, fufficient to delcnd the Imall territory of the Pale, 
“ much Icfs to reduce that wliich was iod, or to finifli the conqued of the whole illand.” He 
then flicws, that in lulward the Sixth’s reign, the border was extended beyond the limits of 
the Englllh pale, after breaking the OhMoors and O’Connors, and building the forts of Leix 
and Offaly, rooting out thofe two rebellious fepts, or clans, and planting Englifh colonies in 
their room, in the reign of Queen Mary. • 

That incomparable young prince. King Edward VI. died in July I5S3» having jud before 
his drath endowed three of the great London Iiofpilals, viz. Chrid’s, St, Thomas’s, and 
Bridewclh 

The annual cxpcnce of his houfliold was, according to Strype, vol. ii. p. 454-5, viz. 
id year 4(),i87/. 

2d 4^,902 

3d 46,100 

{ Why this year fo far exceeds the reft we know nor, nor why other 

years differ fo much ; unlefs it be from tlie great debafing of his filver 

coins in every year of his reign but the laft. 

5tli 62,863 

6th 65,923 

In tills year, (fays Sir Jolin Boroughs, Keeper of the Records in the Tower of London^ 

in his Tieatife of the Sovereignty of the Britifli Seas, tlrft written in the year 1633, and pub- 

lilhcd in 1651, p. 80) “ Philip II. King of Spain, obtained licenfe for his fubjefts to fifh upon 
“ the north coaft of Ireland for the term of twenty-one years, paying yearly for the fame one 
thoufand pounds, which was accordingly brought into the Exchequer of Ireland, and re- 
‘‘ ceived of Sir Henry Fitton, being then Treafurer there, as his fon Sir Edward Fitton hath 
“ often tcftificd.” 

The phyfician in ordinary of Queen Mary had, as appears by vol. xv. p. 341, of the 
Foedcra, a falary of one hundred pounds per annum fettled on him for life, befide his diet at 
court, and his allowance of wine, wax candles, he. So that this phyfician, Dr. Thomas 
Huis, muft have been much in that Qiiecn’s favour. 

Yet, (p. 351, ibid,) (he, this fame vear, grants only a falary of twenty marks yearly to the 
keeper of the Royal Library at Weflminftcr. 

And the following year, (ibid, p, 359) flic granted a fiilary of forty marks per annum, dur- 
ing life, to John Soda, her apothecary. 

Under the preceding year, we have related the grounds upon which King Edward the Sixth’s 
coiiiicil abrogated the great privileges and immunities which the Hanfeatic Steelyard fociety in 
London had enjoyed ever fince the reign of King Henry III. ‘‘ Whereupon,” Rapin adds, 
“ the Parliament of that time had laid a heavy duty” (twenty per cent.) ‘‘ upon their exports 
and imports,” inftead of their ancient duty of only one per cent. He further adds, ‘‘ that 

“ this 
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“ this aft was renewed in Queen Mary’s firft Parliament: but in the beginning of the year 
I554 j the Qvieen, to gratity the Hans-towns, I'ufpended the execution of thofe afts for 
three years, and difeharged them from the payment of tliat heavy duty, all afts to the con- 
“ trary notwnthftanding. And thisi” he obferves, “ was the firft cfFeft of this Queen’s alii- 
“ ance with the Emperor;” flic having juft been married to his cldeft fon Philip, 

Jslcyw, although Rapln here expretsly mentions that there were two afts of Parliament, viz. 
one of the laft year of King Edward VI. and another of the firft of (^leen Mary, for laying 
on that high duty on the imports and exports of the Stcehyard merclnnis, yet, in the printed 
ftatute-book, there is not lb much as the title of either of thofe fuppofed ftatutes ; wdiich may 
make it doubtful, whether both thofe tranfaftions were any other than orders or determina- 
tions of the council-boards of thofe times ; which, in thofe days, when the bounds of the pre- 
rogative were more extenfive, frequently aflumed a very great latitude : at Icaft, if they were 
really ftatutes, we might have had their titles in the printed ftatutc-book. 

'i'wo of the other three comptoirs of the ilans-Ieagiie were now alfo become of little confe- 
qncncc to ilicm, fays VVerdenhagen : For, firft, Novogrod, by reafon of the Czar’s arbitrary 
“ and tyrannical proceedings ; vvlio, without any juft grounds, airumcd a power to impiiibn 
“ the German merchants, and to feize on their efFefts, was now quite abandoned ; the mcr- 
“ chants liaviiig removed to Revel, and afterwards to Narva. 

“ Secondly, JJeigcii in Norway was nlfo deferred by tlie Hanfcatics, by reafon of fimilar 
‘‘ aibitraiy proceedings of the King of Denmark : for whereas the ancient toll for pafting the 
“ Sound had been only a gedjen role-noble on every /b/ 7 , which was always underftood to be 
“ meant on every Ihip; the court ol Denmark had, for fome time paft, put a new and arhi- 
trary conllruftion on the word /'/i/, by obliging all ihips to pay a role-noble for every fail 
‘‘ in or belonging to cacli lliip. Moreover, not content with this impofilion, they proceeded 
“ to lay a duty on the corn and other merchandize, per laft or ton, diftinft from that on the 
“ fails; which burthens obliged the Vandalic Hans-towns” (that is, thofe towns on the Ger- 
man Jhore fituated within the Sound) “ to defert the Norway trade : and as they had vaft deal- 
ings in tranfporting the corn of Poland and Livonia to other parts of Europe, thofe high tolls 
fo difeouraged them, tliat they alfo gradually left off that commerce, to which the Hollaii- 
ders fucceeded, and have continued therein ever fince, greatly to their advantage. Their 
third comptoir, wliich was at Bruges, had, by the decay of that once moft opulent city, 
“ been removed firft to Doit, and afterwards to Antwerp where, indeed, it continued to 
profper for fome lime after. 

Thuanus, lib. 51. afligns another good reafon for the declenfion of the commerce 
of the Hans-towns at Bergen ; where, fays he, the marks of their ancient commerce arc 
more plainly to be traced than any where elfe : viz. The Danilh gentry, allured by the 
hope of gain, did, in the reign of King Frederick II. adopt the praftice of merchandize and 
faftorage thcmfelvcs, as alfo inanufaftures and focieties of commerce, which the Hans-towns 
in vain laboured to get that King to abolifh, 

1 he fame year, 1553, we find by Hakluyt, vol. ii. that Anthony Jenkinfon, being at Aleppo, 
obtained privileges from the Turkifh Sultan, Selim II. then at that place with an army of 
three hundred thoufand men, going againft the Perfians ; by which he was to pay lio moic 
cuftom than the French or Venetians; and he had liberty, without being difturbed by their 
confuls, to trade with his ftiip or fhips to the Turkifh ports. This is the firft account of any 
Britilh trade to Aleppo, or any otlier part of the continent of Turkey, 

In 
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1553 In tliis fame year 1553, a very great cofmographical as well as mercantile difcovei y is mads 
by the enterprixing genius of certain Englidi, who, whether from reading Other’s account, if 
calily to be found, of the fituation of the lands and feas about Norway, &c. delivered to the 
great King Alfred, in 887, as we have related under that year, or whether from any iiifoj ina- 
tlon lately received from the people of Norway, with whom we now conflintly traded, now 
found a palHigc by fca to Ruflia, along ^the north end of Norway and Ruffian Lapland, and 
down into the fea, or rather great bay, fince termed the White Sea, where now (lands the fa- 
mous port of Archangel. Sir Hugh Willoughby, as commander in chief, with three fliips, 
had begun this voyage juft before the death of Ring Edward V[. being fupported by a focicty 
or company of gentlemen and merchants, for the chfeovery of unknown countries. It feems 
to have been the feheme of the famous Sebaftian Cabot, who was chofen governor of that 
company, and who well deferved the penfion already mentioned to have been fettled on him 
by King Edward VI. and that the wars of Sweden with Ruffia had fo fifr obftru£lcd the Eng- 
lifh traffic with Ruffia, hy the way of Narva, that the Englifh were, in fome degree, obliged 
10 attempt this new paiiagc to Ruffia by the northern ocean. This^, undertaking was fupported 
by a fubfcripiion of fix thouland pounds, divided into two hundred and forty lliares, oftvventy- 
iivc pouiids each (hare. With thofe (hips went letters from King Edward VI. to all Kings, 
Princes, &c. for their proteflion. It was intended chietly as a Ihorlcr and caficr pafthgc, as 
they imagined, to Cathay, as they then called the country fince named China. Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, being tolfed up and down, for a long time, as far as feventy-two degrees of north 
latitude, was compelled, by the fuddcii approach of winter, to run into an obfeure harbour in 
Ruffian Lapland, called Arcina Keca, where he, and the crews of two of his three Ihips, 
feventy in number, were frozen to death j and where fome Ruffian fifhermen, in the fummer 
following, found him fitting in his cabin, with his diary and other papers before him ; it be- 
ing the cuftom of thofe Laplanders to frequent the fca-coafts in fummer, for the benefit of the 
fifhery ; but when winter approaches, to withdraw into the calmer inland parts, which occa- 
fions thofe ftonny fhores to be dcfolate in winter. Richard Chancellor, however, in the third 
lliip, accidentally fell into the Bay of St. Nicholas, or White Sea, on the Ruffian coaft, where 
no European, nor any other fliip, had ever been feen before. Here he landed at the abbey 
of St. Nicholas, near Archangel, then only a caftle, determining to wait on the Czar, John 
Bazilowitz, at that time engaged in the Livonian war ; which war having greatly interrupted the 
Eaftland trade, that Prince was the more inclinable, by Chancellor’s interpofition, to grant 
the Englilh confiderable privileges at Archangel, &c. The Ruffians, before thofe times, hav- 
ing no fca-ports nor ffiipping on the Baltic Ihores, their rich furs, hemp, See. were carried to 
other parts of Europe from the ports of Livonia, lately poffefled by the Teutonic Knights of 
St. Mary of Jcrufalcm. Thus, as obferved generally in our Introdudlion, although we failed 
in our principal aim of arriving at China by this fuppofed north-eaft paffage, we however 
made an ufeful and profitable difeovery of a trade by fea to Ruffia ; and this fame difeovery, 
moreover, pointed out alfo to the Englilh the way to the whale-filhcry of Spitzbergen, foon 
after put in prafticc. 

Chancellor, from Archangel, by the governor’s leave and affiftance, travelled on fledges to 
the Czar, at Mofeow, of whom, overjoyed at the profpeft of opening a maritime commerce 
with Europe, he obtained privileges for the Englilh merchants, and letters to King Edward VI. 
though he was dead before that time. 


We 



f/j AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. n. 

155^ Vv c nmll here remark, that although Ofthcr had, alinoft feven liundrcd years before, as vve 
have Ihewn, juiHy and clearly delineated to the great King zMficd, the coafts, windings, fee. 
of Norway, yet, through the negligence and ignorance of fuccceding times, thofe coails were 
now become fo little known, that the famous Sebaftian Munftcr’s Geographia Vctiis et Nova, 
printed in folio at Bafil, in the year 1540, in a map of tlie moft northern parts of pAiro])", 
join^" the country of Groenland, commonly called Old Greenland, now generally believed to 
1 )C ajpartof the great continent of North America, to the north part of Norway Lapland, 
tlicrcby making the great northern ocean to be merely a great bay, entirely Ihnt in by tliofe 
two countries. Pollibly, however, the Norwegians themfclves might, before then, have fomc 
knowledge from the Laplanders, that the fca was really open that way eaftwarJ, and foiith- 
callw^ard, after doubling the now famous North Cape, at the if!e of Wardhoufe. T his igno- 
rance, liowcvcr, of fo eminent an author as Munfter, plainly llicws, that tliofe fiir northern llioics 
were then utterly unknown, with any tolerable degree of exaftnefs, to the middle and foiitli parts 
of Europe; though poffibly the Englilh Ihipping, who traded from Hull, Scaiborougli, Ne. 
to Norway, might, long before this time, have been fonicrimcs driven fo far norrhwa:\l:., as 
to have gained a clearer knowledge of thofe ftormy coails, But, as already oMerved, the 
grand incitement to this prefent voyage was, wnthout doubt, the liopc of a palTagc that way to 
Cathay, or China, and India, in emulation of the Portnguefe, who now brouglit home from 
India great riches to Lilbon, round by the Cape of (iood Mope ; which paflage they pretcncL 
cd, in thofe early times, to fliut up from all other nations. And it mull be allowed, that if 
this now propofed north eaft pailiige could have been pra£lical>lc by an open fea, free from ice, 
it would certainly have been a much fhortcr voyage to China than that by tlic only way Hill 
in ufc among all the nations of Europe, 

We find three fhips from Portfmouth trading for gold along the coaft of Guinea ; though 
but one of thofe lliips returned home fafe from this adventure. In fomc following years, we 
find by Hakluyt, &c. that the Englifh made voyages to Guinea, and brought home from 
thence confiderablc quantities of gold and elephants teeth: yet, till the negro trade became nc- 
celfary for the Weft India colonies, how unjuftifiable foever it maybe deemed by many in 
a moral fenfe, it is fcarcely probable that any confiderablc trade to the GuinCvi coaft could have 
been long carried on to much advantage, in a country producing fo few articles of commerce, 
and being able to take ofF fo little of the produce of other nations. 

In this fame year, the Clironicon Preciofum makes the prices of wheat to be eiglit Ihilling; 
per quarter, and malt five fliillings. 

And by a ftatute of the firft and fecond of Philip and Mary, cap, 5. it was enafted, That 
‘‘ when the common price of wheat lhall not exceed fix fhillings and cightpence per quarter, 
rye four ftiillings, and barley three fhillings per quarter, then thefc three kinds of corn may 
be exported any where but to the King and Queen’s enemies.” This ftiews that thefe 
prices were then efteemed low, or at leaft moderate. Now, as the price of corn is by far the 
beft rule, of any one neceffary whatever, to judge of the dearnefs or chcapnefs of living, we 
may here conclude, that living was ftill about or near five times cheaper than in our days. 

Wine, according to the Chronicon Preciofum, was alfo five pounds per ton ; a quart of 
Malmfcy fivepence; and of red wine threepence : and as the purity and weight of the filver 
coins was now the very fame as in our days, we may conclude, all thefe prices being duly con- 
fidcred, that the rate of living was now ftill near about five times as cheap as in thefe times. 

In 
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1554 In the fifteenth volume, p^3$4» nf'Ihe Fa<iera, The injbaflaior* of the fwe cities t>f the 
“ Hanfeatic League havirig applied tiit<Queen Mary of.England,” (who, as we have feen, had 
on her marriage with tire Emperor’s fon, Aifpended the abrogation of their privileges for three 
years) “ in behalf of the German merchants refiding in the Stccl-yird at London, complain- 
“ ing, that by an aft of the firft year of her reign, touching the payment of certain cuftoms 
“ or fubfidics, called tonnage and poundage, the faid merchants of the Stcel-yarci be pther- 
“ wife burthened than heretofore ; contrary to the effeft of fuch charters and priviipgcs as by 
“ fundry of her predecelibrs, Kings of England, have heretofore been granted to them. And 
“ the Queen being informed that the faid declaration or complaint contains truth, and Ihe 
“ being alfo defirous to obferve and continue in equitable and Vcafonable fort the ancient ami* 
“ ty and intercourfe which hath been betwixt her, her realms and dominions, an<i the faid free 
“ cities of the Hans-Ieague, commands her treafursrs and barons of the Exchequer, her cuf- 
“ tomers, comptrollers, fcarchers, &c. in London, and other ports, frclly to permit the faid 
“ merchants of the Steel-yard to import and export all merchandize not prohibited, without 
“ requiring any greater fubfidy or cuftom than in the time of her fij^er idi# brother.” ' 

“ The Queen alfo grants them a licence to export woollen cloithahtade in England oithc 
“ value of fix pounds fterling, or under, unrowed, unbarbed, and unftiom ; without any 
“ penalty or forfeiture bn account of certain ftatutes of the twenty-feventh and thirty-third 
“ years of King Henry VIII.” (prohibiting the faid exportation) “ the>faid merchants of the 
“ Steel-yard now reprefenting to the Queen, that the prefent price of cloths is fo exceedingly 
enhanced, that they can fend over none at all, without incurring the penalties of thofe 
“ afts.” . 

Notwithftanding all which, Wheeler, in his Treatife of Commerce, /ptinted in the year 
1601, affirms, p. 100, that Queen Mary afterwards revoked thefe privileges ; “ for that the 
“ Hanfcatics had broken promifes with licr, in continuing an unlawful trade iii the Low 
“ Countries, whereby flie loft, in eleven months, in her cuftoms, more than nine tlroufand 
“ three hundred and fixty pounds, bcfidcs great damage to her fubjefts in their trade.” Yet, 
although by Qiieen Elizabeth’s anfwcrs to the Hanfcatics, it feems probable that this account 
of Wheeler is a true one, it docs not, however, appear to be fo by any thing in the Foedera, 
nor in the flatutc-book. 

In this fame year, we find that twenty marks was a fufficient maintenance for a fiugle gen- 
tleman, even after fo much treafurc had been poured intp Europe from the mines of Spanifti 
America. It is Queen Mary of England’s “ Grant,” in the fiftefcnth volume, p. 368, of the 
Foedera, “ to Thomas Hufle, gontlcnEran, of twenty marks,” or thirteen pounds 5 x Ihillings 
and eightpcnce, “per annum, for his competent exhibition and fupport in the ftudy of the 
“ temporal laws of our kingdom of Er^land.”— A farther proof that the necclTaries of life 
were then about five timcs.chcapcr than in our days. 

By an Engliffi record, in vol.xv. p. 371, of the Foedera, we learn, “That the famous' 
“ Thomas,” afterwards Sir Thomw, Grelham, the moft eminent merchant of thofe times, 
“ had been much employed by King Edward VI. as well as by Queen Mary,' in tranfafting 
“ their bills of exchange at Antwerp, arid for prirchafing of ammunition, krtillcry, &c. for 
“ their ufe ; for which ferviccs, his dally allowance wastwenty Ihillings ftei ling. And Qiicen 
“ Mary, in this fame year, appoints certain commiffioners to audit and pafs his accounts, and 
“ to adjuft the balance thereof.” 

VoL. II. , ' / N 


Sir 
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A. 

1554 Sir Thomas Grefham’s good and prudent condud in the diicbarge of King Edward Ae 
Sixth’s debts to the Antwerpers, is mucb c6m^||||ded. by reafon of bis wife^^ conduaing the 
exchange between London and Antwerp, fo as^o fave that Prince a coniidetable fum of mo- 
ney, by his proper regulations of it. • , 

In the fame firft and fecond of Philip and Mary, already mentioned, cap. 7. a ftatute was 
made “ to prohibit linen drapers, wobllen-drapers, haberdalhcrs, grocers, and mercers, not 
“ free of anycyty, burgh, or corporation town, and living in the open oouhtry, out of , the 
“ {aid cities and towns, from vending tlicir;.wares by retail in the faid £itiea and towns, ex- 
“ cepting in open fairs, and by wholcfalc.” . The plauiible pretence for this reftriftion is, in 
the preanible of this flatute, much the fame as in other monopolizing ones, viz. for enabling; 
thofe cities and towns corporate to employ their people, to pay their fee-farms and taxes, and 
to prevent their utter decay, itc. 

’The following fumptuary law was made for reftraining the extravagance and vanity of the 
lower clailes of the people and fervants in England, and alfo for encouraging our oWn wool- 
' len, &c. ii^plfiif^rcs, viz. the firft and fecond of Philip and Mary, cap. 2. “ Whofoever 
“ {hall wear filk in or upon his hat, bonnet, girdle, fcabbard, hofe, Ihoes, or fpur-leathcr, 
lhall be imprifoned for three months, and forfeit ten pounds, excepting magiftrates of cor- 
porations, and perfons of higher rank. And if any perfon knowing his fervant to offend 
“ againft this law, do not put him forth of his fervice within fourteen days, or {hall retain 
“ him again, he {hall forfeit one hundred pounds.” This ftatute was repealed in the firft year 
of King James I. cap. 25. fuch fumptuary orreftriAive ftatutes being generally found to be 
cramps upon induftry, and deftruflive of the freedom of commerce. 

By the encouragement of King Edward VI. and others, the firft voyage of difeoveries north- 
ward, was made, as we have feen, in that Prince’s laft year of his life, and a beginning made 
for a trade to. Rufiia.i but that excellent young Monarch dying before be bad executed a very 
ample charter to thofe adventurers, it was in the faid firft and fecond year of Philip and Mary, 
(the fixth of February^ that the firft charter of incorporation was granted to the Ruffia com- 
pany, aait has fince been ufually called, but was then known by the name of The Merchant- 
AdventurersTof the. Difeovery of Lands, Countries, Hies, &c. not before known or frequent- 
ed by any Englilh. The preamble to this charter, and the fubftance of the whole it fet forth 
is, “ That the Marquis, of Winchefter, then Lord High Treafurer : the Earl of Arundel, 
Lord Steward of the Queen’s houfhold ; the Earl of Bedford, Lord Privy Seal : the Earl of 
** Pembroke ; the Lord , Howard of Effingham, the Lord High Admiral, Ac. had already 
“ fitted out {hips for difeoveries northward, north-eaftward, and north -weftward, not as yet 
“ frequented by any. other Chriftian monarchs Itj friendfhip with us. To have one governor,. 
“ (the firIL to be Sebaftian Cabot,, during his, life) and twenty-eight of the raoft fad,” (that 
is, fedate) “ difcrcet, and Honeft of the ftid fellowfhips, four of whom to be called confuls, 
« and the other, twenty-four to be called affiftants the governor and two confuls, or three 
« ieonfuls in the governor’s abfcnce,. and twelve affiftants, to be the quorum of a court. This 
« corporation might purchafe lands to. the yearly value of fixty-fix pounds thirteen lhillings 
“ and fourpc^ce, to havc perpetual fuccdTion ; a common feal ; may plead and be impleaded ; 
“ may impofe mulfts, forfeitures, Sec. on offendm againft the company’s privileges, and. may 
“ admit perfons from time to time to be free of the company May make conqitefts of lands 
of infidels fq to be dlfcovefed by them . Atyl whereas one of the faid ifhips (/. e. Chancel- 
“ lor’s) fet forth laft year, 1553, arrived fafe and wintered in the dominions of our coufin 

t “and 
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.1554 4 ti 4 brot^ Lord Johu £n;){>erQr of aUHjpiffia* who chteruincti them honour- 

** ab|yi ike., «94-grMited them witb hccnee freely to traihe iii Ink country, ^hh 

‘V'olhef priyite^r^tlder htsfignet. ^^erefore, we grint this Oorporatiortjiberty to refort 
“ not only to ||1 part# of that Empet'orV domihiona* hut to all other parts not known to our 
fhbje&i; - Ndmtiofwhdmlnit^h tui^^ of, or rjccnced,. by this company, lhall 

** fieqaeat the parts aforefald, pnderfotfe.itate’vof &lpc and merchandize; one half to the 
c»wn, /and one half to the.o 

It feems the Briftol menhaots had eoga^ ln the ILuffia trade, ipbn 'after its difeovery, be- 
ing encotitaged therein by Sir Sebaftian Cabot. 

The Czar of Rndia, John Baiiiowitz, made a vety tonliderable acquifitioh of - territory by 
his conqueft of the country called Nagaian Tartary, moire eipccially of the city and kingdom 
of Aftracan ; whereby he became mafter of all the country on bo^r fides the vaft river Volga, 
down to its falling into the Cafpian lea : a communication was alfo thereby opened from Ruf- 
tia into that fea, and from tlience crolk it into Perlia, tiiey havc^^ice carried on a con- 

/ hderable commerce, and made foihe conquefts therein.' > 

The laid John Baiiiowitz had, three years before, fidiidued the 'Silers of Calan, to whom 
the Dukes of Ruffia. had themfelves but lately Wn tributaty: : fo ^j|t tin ioicteafe of dominion 
did this fame Czar efieft in a few years, . > 

J555 That the Hollanders have ever been particularly addifted to maritime commerce, and even 
long before their revolt from Spain, were eminent for maritime Ikill and prowela, is beyond 
coutroverfy. We have one inftance of it in dbe year when twenty-two Dutch mer- 

ehantlhips, homeward-bound from Spain, and laden with Indian fpices, jcc. were attacked 
by nineteen French Ihips of war, and fix fraaUer one?, well armed, who zapped the Hollan- 
ders Ihips with hooks and diains, fo that the Ihips being clofely compaflEeirtogether, the fight 
refemblcd one on dry land. After fix hours combat, the French lofi one thoufand men, and 
the Dutch but three hundred : but a fire happening amongft the Ihips, which confumed fix on 
each fide, the reft on botli fides retired in confufion. This is the Dutch account, from Mete- 
rani Hiftoria Belgica, lib i, p. 14, printed in the year 1597. But Thuanus, lib. 26. .varies 
the ftory fomewhat in favour of his countrymen the F rench, who, he fays, loft but four hun- 
dred men, and the Dutch one thoufiuid ; and that in the confufion occafioned by the fire,- 
which made the men of both nations run from ihip;tnl^ip« it happened in five Dutch Ihips 
tliat the majority were French, who having maftere^the Dutch in them, carried tbofc five 
Ihips into Dieppe, from whence, they (the French 'fleet) had come ; which port, adds this 
great author, had ever .been a principal one foy n|val exploits. Thuanus, in e^d, will have 
the vifiory torbe on the fide of the F^mch, yet he ovrns it was a lamenuible viftory, and great- 
ly to their King*$.lofs> Both thofe at^bors sdmit the Fmnch to have been fuperiorin number 
ttflhips, toen and artiUer3r, this fle^ had d^h a coi^derable part of the whole naval force of 
France^ but the fiiips of the Holhtpcleiz happened to be larger and ftronger ftian thofe of the 
pKneh;- V ' 

•Much tlK lamo complaints, in relation to the Ei^ifit woollen manuiaSurers, as.have been 
, fsade inthe prefeijit time, were made above two hundred ywts agoj aa -appearsby aftatute of the 
fccond and third of ^Kpand Mal^, ap^fi^endt^^ the Trade of Weaving, 

vizs ** That whera» the rich doth^ do oppmft^dM^ wk»vers,f^ by fetdng up and.keeping 
in thine houfst divers loQ^.s, smdaDuuntainhig:ti:wm by journeymen and perlbns unikilful; 

. fome by eAgrolSpg and lettmg.them out at Juch unnafohable 

N* “rents, 
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1555 “ rents, as the poor artificers are not able to maintain themfelvcs by, and pjueh kfs tlieir 
“ wives and families ;~fomc again, by giving nruda lei's wages for the workmanfhip of cloths 
“ than in times paft, whereby they are forcCTFnttcrly to forfake their occopations, &c. 
“ Wherefore it is hereby enafted, . ^ 

“ I. That no clothier, living out of a city, borough, or market town, fball keep above one 
“ loom in his houfe, nor let out any loom for hire. 

“ II. That no woollen weaver, living out of a city, buigb, or market town, lhall keep 
“ more than two looms, nor more than two apprentices. 

“ III. No weaver (whilft fuch) lhall have a tucking mill, nor be a tucker, fuller, or dyer. 
“ IV. No'tucker nor fuller (whilft fuch) fhall keep any loom in bis boafe. 

« V. No perfon, who has not heretofore been a clothmakcr, lhall hereafter make or weave 
“ any kind of broad white woollen cloths, but only in a city, burgh, town corporate, or mar- 
ket town, otjclfc in fuch.,places where fuch cloths, have been ufed to be commonly made for 
ten years this a£t.” This claufe was probably then well intended, that the 

fearchers ii;»gh»^. th», better enabled to fee to the goodnefs of this manufa£ture. 

“ VI. fet up as a weaver, unlefs he has previonlly ferved an apprcnticelhip 

“ of feven years to bafinefs. ^ 

“ Laftiy, nothinsg^ia this aft is to extend or be prejudicial to the inhabitants of the coun- 
“ ties of York, Cumberland, Northumberland, and Weftmoreland; but they may keep 
“ looms in their houfes, and do every other matter relating to fpinning, weaving, and cloth- 
“ making in the faid counties, before the making of this ftatute.” 

Wc have feefl that, under the year 1285, the firft ftatute made in England for widening the 
roads between iparket towns, was made purely for the prevention of robberies, without the 
leaft hint therein of the benefit to arife thereby to carriages on account of commerce, of which 
there was fo little at that period. 

From that time wc meet with nothing relating to this fubjc£l (except the paving of the 
fuburbs about London, &c.) till King Henry Eighth’s reign, in which there are four ftatutes, 
viz. two for the altering or removing of certain roads, in the fourteenth and fifteenth years, 
cjip. vi. in the Weald of Kent, and the twenty-fixth year, cap. vii. in the deep ways of SulTcx; 
both which have been already taken notice of under the year . 1524. A third for mending a 
lane near, the city of Chefter ; and the fourth for the repair of bridges, and of highways at the 
end of bridges ; neither of Which two did wc judge worth our animadverfion. But commerce 
beginning to incrcafc confiderably in the reign of his daughter Mary, whereby the old roads 
became much more frequented by heavy carriages, an afl of the fecond and- third of Philip 
and Mary, in the year 1555, cap. viii. takes notice, “ That the highways were then very 
“ noifome and tediou? to travel in, and dangerous to all palTengcrs and carriages ; wherefore 
“ it Was now enafted,” and is ftill in force, “ tliat every parilh fhould annually elcdl two 
“ furycyors of the highways, to fee that the parilhioners according to their lands, abilities, 
“ farms, &c. fend their carts, boffes, men, tools. See. four days in every year for mending 
“ the roads.”— So that this is properly the firft general .ftatute made for mending the roads, 
cxtendmg to all England and Wales, by the labour and expence of each refpeftive parilh 
alone ; and on that bottom- alone we find, in all, fix ftatutes relating to this fubjeft in Quem 
Mary’s reign, and about nineteen in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and Oite in King jantes Firft’s 
reign ; after which there were hone of this fort, till KingjCht^les Second’s reft oration. Thcfe 
parochial means, for keeping the roads in repair, werefoiihdy inmoft cafes, tolerably cfFec- 

tual. 
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1555 tuali until tificr the rdlotatuMi of King Charles II. when the vaft increafc of the nation’s 
commerte and snanufa&uree, and o^he capital city of London, with the concomitant in- 
creafe of luxury, brotight in fuch n^RFers of heavy wheel carriages on our roads, as rendered 
it by degrees impraflicabie, in moft cafes, for pariihes entirely to keep their own part of the 
roads in a tolerable condition, more cfpecially in the counties lying nearer London, and in 
manufafluring counties. This has introduced the more equitable and cffeftual metliod of 
tolls, payable at numberiefs toll-gates, (called turnpikes) by the identical wearers out of thole 
roads alone : and many fubfequenf local ftatutes have been made for thofc ends ; and alfo fe- 
vcral general ones for limiting the weight of waggon loads, the breadth of wheel rims, called 
fellies, the number of horfes, &c. And thus much vac thought fufficient to ferve for a fum- 
mary hiftory of the laws relating to the roads of Englandj fo as not. to have much occafion to 
name them any more in this work. 

What we have here faid concerning a fummary hiftory of the keeping cjf the roads or high- 
ways of England in repair, may alfo be partly applied to the fubjeA of deepening of rivers, 
and meliorating of havens or liarbours on the fea coafts, 'Withrefpe«ft to the former, we 
have feen, that the firft inftance thereof in the ftatute book, is that of tli^thtid of King Henry 
VI. cap. V. for deepening the river Lea ftom the town of Ware to London, in the year T424 ; 
and that in his ninth year, cap. ix. for the fame end. After which, we- find none, cither for 
rivers or for havens, till the reign of King Henry VIII. who repaired and fortified fcvcral 
harbours. For that of the fourth of King Henry VII. for preferving the river Thames, re- 
lates merely to the filhing therein ; and that of the eleventh of the fame King, for removing 
wears and engines from Southampton harbour, was for the fame end. But wc find no more 
ftatutes of either kind till Queen Elizabeth’s reign 5 feme of which, as alfo fome fubfequent 
ones, we may, perhaps, tbiitk it ncccffary to take a more particular notice of, in their rcfpcc~ 
tive places ; as alfo for bridges over rivers. • ' 

It mutt needs be a moft affcdling confidcratlon, to read" what a Bilhop 6f Chiapa in Mexico- 
relates (if ftriflly true) concerning the inexprelliblc cruel deftruftion of the native Indians of 
America by the Spaniards In that humane-prelate’s account of their firft voyage to, and dif- 
coverics in the new world,' which country, he afterts, was granted to Spain by the Papal See, 
upon the exprefs condition alone, of their inftrufting the native Indians in the Chrillian re- 
ligion i whereas, inftead of converting their minds to the faith, they, by unparalleled cruelty, 
firft tortured ami then butchered their bodies, merely for the pUrpofe of obliging them to dif- 
cover their trcafurcs ; fo that in the early times only of the Emperor Charles V. the Spa- 
niards had- butchered upwards of forty millions of thofc poor Indians ! 

The goldfrniths of Scotland having -fo far debafed their filvcr plate, as to be no more than 
fix or feven penny fine, an aft of the Scots Parliament, in this year 1555, fixed the ftandard 
of that nation’s filvcr plate at eleven penny fine, and their gold plate at twenty-two carrats 
fine, both upon pain of death. By eleven penny fine here, mhft be imderftood eleven ounces 
fine to a pound troy, and not eleven penny weights to an Ounce; fince the other fuppofition 
muft not only leave their filvcr plate very bafe, but it would alfo be greatly difproportioned to- 
the above-named finenefs of their gold plate. 

Under this year, John Bodin of Angers, the fiimoas civilian and hiftorian, makes the 
nuniber of fouls- in the city of Venice to amount to one hundred and eighty thoufand four 
hundred and forty, which is about ten thoufand more fthan they are at this time by many 
fcckoned to contain. If Bodin’s account be true, the dccrcafc is not improbably owing to the 

great 



*SSS great decay of that city’s commerce, fince the Portugucfe, by thftir difcoyefy qf 
to India, have deprived Venice of the vaft advanti^ of fupplying 
the merchandize of the Eaft. ' ’ i , 

In this year, the Ruflia Company fent out their fecond adventure to that CQtuUry;» with'thcir 
agents and faftorsjalfo letters from King Philip and Queen Mary to 
' Theyl in two Alps, failed up the river Dwina to Vologda, and from tlieti^ Mr; Chancclot 
and his attendants travelled in lledges to Mofeow, where tlrey were entertmned at the Czar’s 
czpcnce, who now granted them and their fucccflbrs for ever the following -privileges, viz. 

** I, Freedom to refort, at all times, with tlreir fliips, merchandize, femnts, dtc. into any 
“ part of his dominions, without any fafe condu A or licence being required of theoi. 

“ II. Neither their perfons nor goods fhall be arrefted, but only fortheirproperand per- 
fonal debts, &c. 

■ ‘‘ III. Powey is given them to chufc their own brokers, Ikippers, packers, weighers, inea- 


furers, wiggoj^tf &c. to adminider an oath to them, and to .punilh them for mifde^ 

- “ meanors. ' 

• “ IV. Tlw cmtff faftor, recommended by the Company to the Czar, to have foil power to 
« *« govern all the Englilh in his dominions, and to adminiller juftice between them in all 
caufes, quarrels, &c. and to make fuchafls and ordinances, with his afliftants, as he lhall 
“ till nk meet, for the good government of the mercliants, and all other Englilh there, audio 
“ fine and imprifon them. 

“ V. The Czar’s officers and minlfters ftiall aid and affift the faid faflors againft the rc- 
“ belUous Englifli, and lend them prifons and inftruments of punilhment. See. 

“ VI. Juf ice fliall be duly adminiHercd in any complaints of the Engliflt againft Ruffians, 

■ and the Englilh (ball be firll heard, and may, in cafe of abfence, appoint an attorney. 

VII. In cafe any Englidi be wounded or killed, due punilhment (hall be iii(li£lecl; and 
** in cafe the Englilh (hall wound or kill any, neither their nor the Company’s goods IhlD be 
**^f6rfeited on that account. 

VIII. The Englilh, arrefted for debt, (hall not be imprifoned if they can give bail. 

;IX. If Englilh (hips (hall be robbed or damaged in or near Ruffia by pirates, &c. the 

• " Czar will do his utmoft to procure fatisfaflton. 

** X. The Czar promi&s, for him and his fucceftbrs, to perform, maintain, and obferve 
all the aforefaid privileges, &c. and for that purpofe has put his lignet thereto.” 

Another ineffcflual law was made in this y«ir, the fecond' and third of Philip and Mary, 
“ cap; V. for confirming ibrroer incffcflual ones of King Henry VIII. and King Edward VI. 
wherebythe former method was confirmed, of gathering weekly relief for the aged and ira- 
potent poor of every parilh, by the charitable devotion of the inhabitants, See. and that a 
*' poor man, liceafed to beg, lhah-wear a ba4ge on bis bread and back openly,” 

In p. 447 and 454 of the third volume of Hakluyt’s voyages, we find, that one Thorofon, 
;an Englilhman, who bad now-failed from Cadiz to New %ain, found at the Canaries, the 
-iadors-of fome London merchants already fettled there. 

1556 He relates, that when he was at Mexico, in the year 1556, there were not above one tbou- 
fand five hundred femilies. of Spaniards in that.-great city ; but that in the fuburbs there v/qt 
computed to be, at lead: three lumdred thoufand-lndian inhabitants. , 

In the fifteenth volume, p.433, of the Foedera, King Philip and Queen Mary of England 
^ant unto Nicholas Lyfarde, their ferjeant-painter^ for the good ftxvices .he bad 4 one to 

them* 
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1536 them, and to Kiog'Hwiry VIII. aW Kiog Edward VI. the laid office for his life, with a 
falary^f ten pduhds per aritwro, wdllSh about fifty pounds of our money, in poitu of cxpencc 
of living. 

Cajptain Stephen Burroogh, in the Ruffia Company’s fcrvice, fails northward towards Nova 
Zembfa, iti orfer to difcover the great river Oby, in the Tartarian Sea ; hut he was unable to 
pafs tiie Streights of Waigats, becaufe of the huge quantity of ice, and therefore returned un- 
fuccefsfdU 

The Ruffia Company ftnd*two Ihips thither. Who returned the fame year with the two (hips 
which had been frozen up in Lapland, in iS$3> in one of which was Sir Hugh Willoughby’s 
body. They alfo brought over an ambsiSdor frofh Raffia to Queen Mary; but he being 
ihipWrecked on the coaft of Scotland, loft almoft all the fine prefents he, had brought for the 
King and Queen. Yet, being on his return, he received feveral rich prefents for the Czar, 
and alfo for himfelf. * 

The city and country of Sienna having been reduced by the l^dll^ror Charles V. to the 
fubjeftion of Spain ; and that Emperor having, in this year, rd^gpned both the empire and 
Spain ; and the latter crown devolving to his fon Philip II. “ this Prince,” fays Kcyllcr’s 
Travels, vol. I. p. 4^5, EnglKh tranfiatien, ** for a large fum of money, and a promife that 
they Ihould not take part with the French, ceded the country of Sienna to Cofmo I. 
“ Duke of Florence : however, he (Philip) prcferved to htmtelf certain maritime towns, as 
“ Piombino, Orbitello, Telamone, Porto-Ercole, Porto St. Stephano, and Portolongonc, 
** together with the ide of Elba, all together making What is called, at this day, the State degU 
Pt(/idii-, fo called from the Spaniards keeping garrifons in thofe towns.” 

1557 Tbe Ruffia Company fend four (hips thither, fcalied their fourth voyage) of which we 
have nothing memorable, unlefs we may reckon their carrying home the Czar’s ambalTador, 
and with him Mr. Anthony Jenkinfon, who, the next year, made very ufeful difeoveries to- 
wards Perfia, for the benefit of the Company’s commerce. 

*' It was in this year,” according to the ingenious author of the Prefent State of England, 
in the year 1683, part. iii. p. 94, ** that glades were firft begun to be made in England. The 
“ finer fort was made in the place called Crutched Fryers, in London. The fine flint glafs,” 
fays our author, “ little inferior to that of Venice, was firft made in the Savoy-houfe in the 
“ Strand, London ; but the firft glafs plates, for looking gla(tes and coach windows, were 
“ made about the year 1673, at Lambeth, by the encouragement of the Duke of Buck- 
” ingham.” Had this author lived to our day, be would have faid we out did the world 
in almoft every branch of this beautiful manufafture. 

Bifhop Fleetwood, to his Chtomcon Preciofum, from Stowe, relates, that, m this year, 
wheat, before harvefi, wm two pounds thirteen (hillings and four-pence, peas two pounds 
fix (liillings and eight-pence, malt two pounds four (hillings, beans and rye two pounds per 
quarter; but wheat fell, after harveft, fo biw as eight (hillings, and the next year the fame ; 
rye eight (hillings, a good, (heep twolhUlings and ten-pence. But it is to be once moie ob- 
ferved, that ottr filvet Coins were, by this time, of ftte fame weigh* as at prefent. ' 

1558 After England had held ihe town ink port of Calais, with* its dependent gartHbns of 
Gnifues and Htntme, for two hundtCfi acul eleven yeAts, the only part the continent of 
France now held by England, during trhlqb time it was not only a door always open for the 
invafion of France, over which, for that reafon, ISngUnd had no fmaU inflinence, but, which 
is more to our purpofc, was extremely tbell Ikuated for staple port to difperfe, in more early 

times. 
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1558 times, the wool, lead, and tin, and, in later times, the woollen manafaftures of England 
into the inland countries of the Netherlands,* France, and Gcrmanyi the lofs of this moft 
important place, in the year 1558. to the French, moft ftiamefully and negligently, and in 
the midft of winter, was undoubtedly a confidcrablc prejudice to the commerce, and not a 
little^ to the honour and influence of England. Thefc confiderations fo affeAcd Queen Mary, 
that*lhe faid/ if, when after her death, ihe Ihould be opened, Calaiis would be found at her 
heart. Hereupon, the ftaple for wool, &c. was removed to Bruges, to the grcaHj benefit of 
that city, which, in other refpefts, had, for fomc time, very much declined from its an« 
cient opulence acid grandeur. 

The Ruffians having, in this year, maftered Narva in Livonia, and thereby gained an 
opening into tjic Baltic Sea, they thereupon erc£tcd it into an emporium or ftaple port for the 
trade of Riiffia with moft of the reft of Europe. The Hanfeatic merchants hereupon removed 
their comptoir from Revel, where it had been fix^ed, fince the Mufeovites had barbaroufiy driven 
them from Novogrod. Thuanus, lib. li. only obferves, that the Ruffians removed the ftaple 
to Narva, which, as fiir as related to their own trade, was, in a great mcafiire, in their own 
power to do : yet the great maftcr of the Teutonic Knights of Livonia, (for there was ftill 
fuch a title in Livonia, though he of Pruffia was long fince fccularizcd) and alfo the Arch- 
bilhop of Riga, made grievous complaints to the Emperor Ferdinand of the great injury done 
to the empire, fays Thuanus, under the year 157a, (for Livonia, as well as Pruffia, was, even 
fo lately as that time, deemed a fief of the CJerman empire) by drawing the trade from Revel to 
Narva; for, at the fame time, the Englilh, Dutch, and French merchants removed alfo from 
Revel to Narva. Werdenhagen afligns two other reafons for the removal of the Hanfeatics 
from Revel to Narva, viz. 

L, The fclfithncfs of the Revelians, who fain would’ have monopolized the entire commerce 
to their own citizens alone. 

II. Their other motive for removing to Narva, was chiefly with a vievv to be nc *r to 
Novogrod, their anciently beloved refidence, where they much longed to fettle again, and 
whither, it feems, they fent envoys, in the year 1603, for that end, and where, in 1620, the 
Czar Demetrius gave them leave to creft a houfe for their commerce; though, by rcafon of 
the great decicufion of the general commerce of the Hanfeatics, little good came of it. This 
removal of the ftaple to Narva was the handle which Eric XIV. King of Sweden, foon after 
made ufe of, violently to feize on the fliips of. Lubcck returning from Narva, fays our Han- 
featic hiftorian, and to carry them to Revel and Stockholm, which produced a war, - that lafted 
eight years, between the Hans-tqwns and Sweden, to which a period was put by a treaty at 
Btctin, in the year 1571. Yet the.Hans-leaguc was ftill confiderablc enough, for the Empe- 
ror Ferdinand to recommend to them, in this very year, the quieting of Livonia, tlien greatly 
agitated. 

We have already obferved, that, under the year 1553, the comptoir of the Hans- towns at 
Bergen in Norway began, about that time, to be deferted, chiefly owing, fays the Hanfeatic 
writers, to the arbitrary and extravagant increafe of the toll in the Sp^und byChriftian III. 
King of DcnmSirk, which produced much altercation ; fo that, in thi^ year 1558, when this 
King died, that comptoir v^s almoft fuhk to nothing,. after having greatly flouriflicd for abefot 
three hundred years. Yet others affign the.true CAufe of that dcclenfion to have proceeded 
from the Danes tliemfcjyes, having, about this time, bej^n to traffic on their own bottoms, 
in confequcnce of which that court, like England, faw the expediency of abridging thofc 
3 Hanfeatics 
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I Hanfeatics of their ancient and almoft wnaccountable privileges and prerogatives at Bergen, 
^hich, they alleged, had been granted to them by former Danifli Kings. Neverthelefs, at a 
dyet of tire States, in the year 1560, in the reign of King Frederic II. tlie pretended Hanfeatic 
privileges and great immunities were confiderably abridged. 

That moll diligent agent for the RuBia Company, Mr. Anthony Jcnkinfbn, now firft fet 
on foot a new channel of trade, through Ruffia into Perfia, forrawfilk, &c. He failed down 
the great river Volga to Nifi-Novogrod, Cafan, and Aftracan, and thence crofs the Cafpian 
Sea to Perfia. At Bogliar, a goodly city, be found merchants from India, Perfia, Rulfia, and 
Cathay, i. e, China, from which laft-named country it was a nine months journey to Bogliar. 
Jenkinfon returned the fame way to Colmogro, in thj bay of St. Nicholas, in the year 1560, 
and fo home the fame year to England. On his return, he publifhed the firft map of Ruffia 
that had ever been made. This voyage, it feems, he performed feven different times ; yet fo 
proraifing a profpefl: for that Company was dropped fome few^ears aftcr,^ and remained as if it 
had never been thought of, until the reign of King George IT. in 4741. when it was 

revived by an aft of Parliament, enabling the Ruffia Company to mm^into Perfia; upon 
which, confidcrable quantities of raw filk were brought home by the very 6me way that Jen- 
kinfon took from Perfia to Ruffia, and from thence to England. Yet the continual troubles 
■ and ravages in Pei-fia have fince fufpended the good effefts of that law. 

In this laft year of Queen Mary 1558, fays Stowe’s Chronicle, p. 632, “ apreft” {t.c. loan) 
“ was granted to the Queen by the citizens of London, of twenty thoufand pounds, which 
“ was levied of the companies ; for the which fum, to be repaid again, the Queen bound cer- 
“ tain lands, and alfo allowed for intcreft of tlie money twelve pounds of every hundred for a 
“ year.” 


yam redh ct Ht-go, redeunt Saturnia Regna ! 

We arc now arrived, November 17, 1558, at the commencement of the moft illuftrious fe- 
male reign, and of the longeft duration, which probably ever exifted in' the world, viz. that 
of the truly great Elizabeth, Queen of England. It is not our prefent province nor intention 
to draw her complete charafter at full length, 'fo often already done by foreign as well as Eng- 
li(h hiftorians. We fliall therefore, at this entrance on her truly glorious government, con- 
fine ourfclves to this one brief remark, viz. that, to her immortal honour, and her kingdom’s 
immenfe benefit, her reign has fupplied more important articles for commercial hiftory, and 
more beneficial to the kingdom, even while flie was furrounded with foreign and domcftic 
foes, than perhaps all the preceding reigns conjoined, fince the time of her great predeceffor. 
King Edward III. We fhall here only in general remark, that as, on hernow fucceeding to 
the crown, file found the balance of power and wealth had already got into the hands of the 
commons or people, flic prudently condufted her meafures accordingly; though, nowand 
then, Ihe would exert the prerogative as far as fome of her lefs wife fucceffors, though with 
more prudence. 

We mull, however, _ remark, that in this firft year of her reign, her Parliament, by a fta- 
tutc, cap. xiii. though unde/ certain wife modifica|bns and reftriftions, repealed the former 
laws^ prohibiting the importation and exportation of merchandize in any but Englrlh fliips 
alone. This repeal, clogged a&it is with reftriftions, would not perhaps be approved of in 
our days ; yet there might probably .be good grounds for its being then done ; at leaft tlic then 
VoL. II. O legiflatmc 
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A. D. ' . 

1558 legiflature thought the following a fuffideiit reafon for it, viz. ** That fince the making* of 

the faid Aatutes, other fovcrcign princes, finding themfcives aggrieved with the faid afts, as 
‘‘ thinking that the fame were made to the hurt and prejudice of their country and navy, have 
made like penal laws again H; furh as fhonld Ihip out of their countries, in any other vclfels 
tlian of their feveial countries and dominions ; by reafon whereof, there hath not only 
** gtown gre^.t difpicafnrc ])etvvixt tlie foreign princes and kings of this realm, but alfo the 
merchants have been fore grieved and endamaged, — Yet, whereas fundry of the Queen’s 
fubjefts do frequently enter the merchandize of aliens” (liable to double duties) “ in their 
‘‘ own names, whercbv the Qiiccn is defrauded in her revenue — wherefore it was now enafted, 
“ that whoever fhall, in time; of peace* and when there is no reftraint made of Englilli Ihips, 
“ either embark or unlade any merchandize (malls, raffe, pitch, tar, and corn only excepted) 
** out of, or into aiiy foreign bottom or Ihlp, and whereof the mailer and^thc major part of 
** the Tailors are not Engiy||i iubjefts, fliall aitfwer and pay for the faid merchandize the like 
“ cullom and fubfidy as aliens do.” This judicious claufc docs, in a great meafure, anlwer 
the end propofed by the navigation afts, now to be repealed. — Another claufc was inferted in 
favour of the two focieties of Merchant- Adventurers, and of the Merchants of the Staple, at 
their feveral fleets or fliippings of cloth and wool from tlie river Thames alone, made, at moll, 
twice in every year, “ That thofe two. foclcti js may lade the faid merchandize on foreigners 
Ihips, provided there be not Englifli fhips fufficient in number for fuch embarkations, witli- 
out being, for that caufe, fubjeft to aliens duties.” 

Lallly, the merchants of Briftol having of late fuftained great Ioffes at fca from enemies, 
who have taken all their bell ftiips and much fubllance, fo as they are unable to provide 
fufficient Ihips of their own witliin the time limited for the duration of this a£l, viz. five 
years, if there be no Englifli Ihipping fufficient within forty miles of .Briflol, they may lade 
their ipcrchandize on foreign fliips, without being liable to aliens duties.” 

Several other wife and judicious regulations and laws were made in this fame firft year of licr 
reign ; as llatutc xiv. for regulating the making of cloth and kerfey in certain towns in 
— Cap. XV. For preventing the deftruftion of timber in the making of iron, — Cap. xvli. I ’or 
preventing the taking the fpawn 'of falmon, trouts, ^c. at undue feafons, fee. W!iichfi\c 
kft named ftatutes, like many more of her reign, were fo judicioufly framed, that they remain 
in force at this day, though with fornc few improvements and alterations. 

1559 In vol. XV. p. 505, &c. of the Foedcra, we have the treaty of peace and amity of Chateau- 

Cambrefis, between Qiieen Elizabeth and Henry France, whereby the latter, ‘‘ I. Sil- 

pulates to deliver up Calais to England at the end of eight years, for W’hich four hofiaocs 
wfcrc left with Qiiecn Elizabeth, under the penalty of live hundred tli oufand ciowns.” Nei- 
ther of which ftipuintions were ever fo much as intended to be performed. 

II. All armed (hips from cither country were, as in former treaties, to .give the ufual ic- 
** ty not to injure the fliips or fubjefls of the other party.” 

III. No letters of marque or reprifals were to be granted on either fide, but only agaiiifl: 
principals, who arc or ftiall be delinquents, and their goods, faftors, and agents ; and even 

“ this not till jufticc has been manifeflly denied.” 

In the fame vol. xv, p. 532, we find Queen Elizabeth’s phyfician in ordinary, Dr. Rickard 
Matter, has a falary fettled on him of one hundred pounds yearly, befide his allowance of diet, 
wine, wax, &c. as ufual. 
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1559 Ihid. p. 548, flic grants to her bowftring-makcr, williln the Tower of London, the daHy 
pay of fixteen pence for life, equal, in point of living, to near about fix Ihillings and eight 
pcp,cc, 

'“j he falarles of the profdTorflilps in both Univcrfitlcs, which had been fettled by King 
Henry AHli. at forty pounds per annum, remained fo Hill ; and yet the filver money was now 
made of the fame 'h eight and finenefs as in our days. Moreover, the irnmenfe importations of 
money into Europe, lince the beginning of this century, had, without doubt, incrcafed the 
rate or expence of living, or, which is the fame thing, dccreafed the value of money : yet, as 
by the Chronicon Preciofum, wheat was this and fome following years at eight fliillings per 
quarter, and a load of liay at twedve fliillings and lixpcficc in the following year ; and the next 
year, claret wine at two pounds ten fliillings per hogflicad ; it feems therefore rcafonahle to 
conclude, that living, at that time, was near or about five times as cheap as in our days i fo 
tiiat the royal pbyiician was very well rewarded for his, attendance at court? 

IXlezcral acquaints ns, “ That King Henry II. of France was thefirftwlxo noW wore filk 
flocking?, at his fifler’s wedding to the Duke of Savoy : yet,*’ adds he, till the troubles uii- 
“ dcr Charles IX. and Ilen.ry 111 . the courtiers did not ufc much filk ; but after that, the very 
“ citizens began to wear it frequently. For,*' continues Mezerai, “ it is an infallible obfer- 
“ vaiion, that pride and luxury aic mod; predominant during public calamities.*’ 

1560 nnnufaftiirc of fine woollen cloth in the Spanifli Netherlands muft have been im- 
menfi ly great in former years, before the Engliih fell fo much into it, Louis Guicciardini, 
tlu'ir hiilorian, affirms, that, in thofe former times, upwards of forty thpufand packs of Spa- 
niili wool had been anuuailv imported thither; but, adds he, as the Spaniards have, of late vears, 
made more cloth at home than formerly, they do not now (in this .year 1560, that I am writ- 
ing tliis work) export to the Netherlands above twenty-five ihoufand packs of Spanifh wool 
yearly. I hc dccrcafc of the woollen mauufafture of the Netherlands was, undoubtedly, the 
true caufc of their importing a fmallcr quantity of Spanifli wool than formerly, though Guic- 
ciardini did not chufe to affign the true caufe. 

According to the famous John Milton, (author of the incomparable poem, intiticd Paradife 
Loft) in his Brief Hiftory of Mufeovia, publifhed in the year 1682, in twelves, ‘‘ the Eng- 
“ lilh began this year firft to trv^de to Narva in Livonia, the Lubcckers, and Dantzickers,” 
fays this author, “ having till then concealed that trade from other nations.” Although Mil- 
ton docs not mention the true rcafon of this circumftance, as having perhaps forgot it, we 
conceive it to proceed from the Ruflians having mattered Narva, as we have feen two years be- 
fore this time. 

Qiieen Elizabeth, according to Camden, finding the Popifh princes of Europe extremely 
jealous of her fupporting Proteftants both abroad and at home, wifely provided for her own 
fecurity againft future difafters,. by filling her magazines wfith ammunition, military and 
naval ftores. She Toon after firft made gunpowder in England, and caufedbrafs and iron ord- 
nance to be caft : flic alfo built a confiderablc number of fhips for w^ar, and thus formed the 
moft important-fleet that England had ever before feen ; and for thefafeguard thereof flie cred- 
cd a fortrefs on the banks of the river Medway, called Upnor Caftle, (fo named from a neigh- 
bovying village :) fhc, moreover, confiderably inefeafed the pay of her naval officers and fca- 
men ; “ fo that,” fays Camden, foreigners ftiled her, the Reftorer of Naval Glory, and 
“ Queen of the Northern . Seas.” 


She 
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1560 She alfo, aj^out this time, ‘reftored the Clver coin more to its fterliiig purity than had been 
for two hundred years before; her father, more efpccially, having, towards the clofc 0/ his 
reign, fhamefully debafed it by mixing it with copper, for his own particular profit, though 
greatly to the detriment of the public. ♦ 

. Louis Guicciardini, in his Defeription of the Netherlands, now tcftifics the very confidera- 
ble commerce of the ports of the province of Holland, even before their revolt from Spain. 
He relates^ that the Hollanders then brought annually from Denmark, Eaftland, Livonia^ 
and Poland, fixty thoufand lafts of grain, chiefly rye, then worth one million fix hundred 
and eighty thoufand crowns of gold, or five hundred and fixty thoufand pounds Flcrailh', rec- 
koning three of thofc crowns to one pound Flcmifli — that the fingle province of Holland alone 
had above eight hundred good fiiips, from two hundred to feven hundred tons burden each, 
befide above fix hundred bufles for filhing, from one to two hundred tons each — that at Am- 
llerdam, even then, great numbers ofveflcls were daily feen going in and out; and that, twice 
in every year, fleets of three hundred Ihips together conic in from Dantzick and Livonia — 
that five hundred ftiips were often fecn lying together before that city, and nioftly their own ; fo 
that, for the greatnefs of its commerce, Amfterdam was even then next to Antwerp of all the 
towns of the Netherlands. This authentic tcftimoiiy of Amfterdam’s greatnefs at this time, is 
fufficient to confute what too many have ignorantly written to tlie contrary. 

The fame Guicciardini, fpeaking of the vallncfs of the commerce between the Netherlands* 
and England, fays, they then imported upwards of one thoufand two hundred facks of Eng- 
lifh wool to Bruges, worth two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns ; but, adds he, it is afto- 
nifliing to think of the vail quantity of drapery imported by the Engli/h into the Netherlands, 
being, undoubtedly, one year with another, above two hundred thoufand pieces of all kinds, 
which, at the moft moderate rate of twenty-five crowns per piece, is five millions of crowns, 
or ten millions of Dutch guilders, or about one million of pounds fterling. So that, fays 
he, thefc and other merchandize brought to us by the Englifli, and carried from us to thr m, 
may make the annual amount to be more than twelve millions of crowns, or twenty-four mil- 
lions of guilders, or about two million four hundred thoufand pounds fterling, to the great 
gain and benefit of both countries ; neither of which countries could poflibly, or without the 
greateft damage, difpenfe with this their vaft mutual commerce ; of which, continues he, the 
merchants on both fides arc fo fenfiblc, that they have fallen into a way of infuring their 
merchandize from Ioffes at fea by a joint contribution. 

This is the firft inftance we have met with, of Infur ance from LoJJis at Sea^ though proba- 
bly in ufe before this time, and firft praftifed in Lombard-ftreet in the city of London, as will 
be feen under the year 1601. 

As the famous city of Antwerp was, in this year, in its zciiith of profperity, we imagine 
that a general view of its commerce, at this period, with all foreign nations, (as exhibited by 
Guicciardini, ikid.) in which the then cxifting ftate of raanufafturcs, produft, &c. of different 
countries may be feen, will not be unacceptable to our curious rca4crs ; many ufcful inferences 
may alfo be drawn from thence. 

“ I. Befide the natives and the French, who arc here very numerous, there are fix principal 

foreign nations who refidc at Antwerp, both in war and peace, makingabovc one tboufan‘d 
‘‘ merchants, including faftors and fervahts, viz. i. Germans, 2. Danes and Eafterlings,’\ 
(by the Eafterlings are always meant the ports on the fouth fhores of the Baltic, from Den- 
mark to Livonia) 3, the Italians, 4. the Spaniards, 5. the Englifti, and, 6. the Portuguefe 

4% _That 
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15*39 “ — That the Spaniards arc the moft numerous there of any of thcfc fix nation^.— That one 
“ of thofe foreign merchants” (whom hefiiles the Prince of Merchants, and was the famous 
Fugger of Auglburg) “ died worth above fix millions of crowns ; but that there are many 
“ natives there worth from two hundred thoufand to four hundred thoufand crowns,” 

“ II. That their manner was to meet twice every day, viz. mornings and evenings, one 
“ hour each time, at the Englifh bourfe j where, by their interpreters and brokers, they treat- 
“ cd of buying and felling of all kinds of merchandize. From thence they went to the new 
“ Bourfe or principal Exchange, where, for another hour each time, they tranfafted all mat- 
“ ters relating to bills of exchange with the faid fix nations and with France; and alfo fur 
“ what he calls Depofit, i. e. the loan of money at intcreft, which he fays was ufually twelve 
per cent, per annum, for it feems, both the Emperor Charles V. and his fon King Philip II, 
“ in their wars, &c. allowed fo high an intcreft to the merchants here, which high intereft,” 
fays Guicciardini, “ brought the nobility to lend their money fecretly, tfic laws of nobility 
“ forbidding that praflice, and made many lazy merchants likewife deal in that way, though 
“ fuch high intereft was a great grievance to the poor, as wclf as a. great obftruftion. to com- 
“ mercc. 

“ III. That with regard to their commerce with Italy, he fays,. 

“ I'hcy fent to Rome a great variety of woollen drapery, linen, tapeflry, and many other 
“ things ; but brought nothing from thence except money, or bills of exchange. 

“ To Ancona they fent great quantities of Ehglilh and Netherland cloth and ftufFs, linen,. 
“ tapeftry, cochineal, &c, and brought back fuch fpices and drugs, as they (the merchants of 
“ Ancona) brought from the Levant; alfo filk, cottons, carpets, turkey leather, &c. 

“To Bologna they fent forges and other ftuffs, tapeftries, linens, merceries, &c. and 
“ brought from thence wrought filks, cloth of gold and filver, crapes, caps, &c. 

“ To Venice they fent jewels and pearls, cloth and wool of England, in great quantities, 
“ draperies of the Netherlands, tapeftry, linen, cochineal, and many kinds of mercery, fome- 
“ times alfo fugar and pepper ; and brought back from X'^cnicc (before the Portuguefe found 
“ the way to the Spice Iflands) all forts of India fpices and drugs ; and even fo late as the year 
“ 1518, there arrived five Venetian galcafles at Antwerp, laden with fpices and drugs for the 
“ fair there. — But they ftill bring from Venice the fineft and richeft wrought filks, camblcts,. 
“ grograins, carpets, cottons, and great variety of merceries ; alfo colours both for dyers and 
“ painters. 

“ To Naples, Antwerp fent Netherland and Englifh cloths and ftuffs in abundance, tapeftry, 
“ linen in vaft quantities, and fcveral forts of merceries, as well of metal as of other materials,” 
(This defeription of merceries, as it was then underftood, and another, where he fays, ‘ raer- 
* ceries, as well of filk as of other materials,’ feems to include toys as well as what we now call 
fmall haberdafhery wares. Mercery, fays this author^in another place, comprehends all things 
fold by retail, or by the little balance or fmall fcales.) “ From Naples, Antwerp brought 
“ back wrought filks, raw filk, thrown filk, foroe fine furs, or fkitu, faffron of Aquila, and 
excellent manna. 

“To Sicily they fent cloth and, fijjges in great quantities, linen, tapeftries, and innumera- 
“ ble forts of mercery, as well of n^ls as of many other kinds. And from Sicily, Antwerp 
“ brought galls in great quantities, cummin,, oranges, cotton, filk, and fometimes wines of 
various forts. , 


“ Ta 
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1560 “ To. Mika, .Antwerp lent pepper, fugar, jewels, niiilk, and other perfumes, great quan- 

“ titles of Englifh and Netherknd cloths and ferges, tapeftrics, vaft quantities of linen, Eng- 
“ lilh and Spanilli wool, and cochineal. From Milan Antwerp brought great quantifies of 
“ gold and filvcr thread, various wrought lilks, gold Hulls, fuilians, and dimities of many 
“ li«e forts, fcarlcts, tammies, and other line and curious draperies, great quantities of line 
“ rice, mufqucts, and otlier fine armory, vaiious forts of high priced mercery, even to Par- 
“ raefan cheefc, which laft is a conlldcraldc commodity. 

“ To Florence, Antwerp fends many forts of woollen fculTs, F.nglifh wool, linens, fans, 
“ frifes ; even although by fea,” fays our anihor, “ the Florentines and Venetians are better 
“ provided with Englilh wool on the fpot itfclf. From Florence they bring bach many forts 
“ of very fine wrought filks, gold and filvcr fluffs, and thread, fine lhalloons, then called 
“ rafles, and fine furs. 

“ Antwerp fends to Genoa Englilh and Nctherlancl cloth and ferges, tupcflry, linen, mcr- 
■“ eery, iitenfils, and houfhold furniture. And from Genoa Antwerp brings back vail quati- 
“ titles of velvets of all prices, the bell in the world, faltins and other wrought lilks, tlie lidl 
“ of coral, mithridatc and treacle. By Genoa alfo, Antwerp fends to iMantua, Verona, 
“ Brefeia, Vicenza, Modena, Lucca, &c. the fame forts of metchattuizc, and brings back the 
“ lame returns as from Genoa. From Italy alfo they itring by lea to the .\'c!]..'i lands ilie 
“ alum ofCivita Vettbia, the oils of Apulia, Genoa, and Pifa, various gums, Senna in the 
“ leaf, fulphur, oipimcnt, fee. and by lea alfo Italy rcccive.s from the Netherlands, tin, ]:;!d, 
“ madder, brafil wood, wax, leather, flax, taillow, Lit lilh, timber, and fcmctiincs corn and 
“ pulfe.” Our author adds, “ That Antwerp’s imports from Italy of filk.s, gold atsd filvcr 
“ thread, camblcts, grograms, and other Huffs, (cxclulive of other wares) amouiited to tliree 
“ millions of crowns yearly,” each crown being equal to two Uiitch guilders, or al.eut fix 
“ hundred thoufand pounds fierling. 

“ Antwerp fends to Germany precious Hones and pearls, fpices, drugs, faffion, fugars, Lng- 
“ lilh cloths, as a rare and curious thing, and of high price : alfo a good deal of Nttheiland 
“ cloth and ferges,” this article Hiews that Englilh cloth was then cllecmcd finer than Nc- 
thcrland cloth, “ tapeffry, an infinite quantity of linen, and mercery of all forts. And Am- 
“ werp receives from Germany, by land carriage, filvcr in bullion, quickliivcr, immeuro 
“ quantities of copper, fine wool of Heffe, glafs, fuHians of an high price, to the value of 
“ above fix hundred thoufand crowns yearly, -woad, madder, and other dyers ware.':, fidtpetre, 
“ vaH quantities of mercery, and houlhold goods, very fine and good ; all kinds of mct.sls to 
“ an incflimable value, and alfo of arms ; Rhenilh wines, of great importance in commcicc, 
“ of cxquifite taHe, profitable for health, and proper for digeHion, and lb fafe, that one may 
“ drink twice a.s much of it as of any other wine, without affefling either head or Homach.” 
He fays, “ they brought from thence annually above forty thoufand tons, which, at thirty-fix 
crowns per ton, amounted to one million four hundred and forty thoufand crowns.” This 
was, indeed, analmoH inciedible quantity of Rhenilh wine for one year’s importation ! 

Wheeler, who wrote in the year 1601, fays, “ That a little before the troubles in the Low 
“ Countries, the Antwerpians were become the gy teft dealers to Italy in Englilh and other 
“ foreign merchandize, and alfo to Alexandria, Cyprus, and Tripoli in Syria ; beating the 
Italians, Englilh, and Germans almoH entirely out of that trade, as they alfo foon did the 
“ Germans at the fairs and marts of their own country. That thofc of AmHerdam, and 
“ other but new upftart towns of Holland, with their great hulks and other fliips^ began to 

“ diminilh 



A. n. 
:i 56 o 


O F ' T H E ORIGIN OF -C O M M E R C III 

dinrmlfh tlie trade of the Eafterlings at Autwerp; and the Antwerp mctchants, having 

great wealth, were the bell able to fupply Spain and her Indies at long days of payment, by 
“ which means they fet their own prices on their merchandize. Antwerp aHb now fupplied 

“ Germany, Spain, Portugal, and Eallland with the wares which France v;a? ufed to fuppJv 

them. It is not more than eighty years ago,” h c, about the year 1520, ‘‘ fince there were 
not in London above twelve or fixteen Low Country merchants, whole mcrchandi/c im- 
“ ported from thence were hone pots, brulhes, toys for children, and other pedlar’s wares ; 
“ but in Icfs than forty years after, there were in London at lead an hundred NetherlanJ 
“ merchants, who brought thither all the commodities which the merchants of Italy, Ger- 
“ many, Spain, France, and Eallland,” of all which nations there were, before that lime, 
divers famous and notable rich merchants and companies, ufed to bring into England out 
“ of tbeir own country dircftly, to the great damage of thofe flrangcrs, and of the natural 
born Englifli merchants.” ^ 

Antwerp fends by lea to Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Eailland, Livoniva, and Poland, 
“ vail opiantitics of fplccs, drugs, faffron, fugar, fait; Jlnglilh and Nctherland cloth and 
“ (luffs, fuflians, linens, wrought filks, gold (luffs, grograms, camblets, tapeftries, precious 
“ Pones, SpaniPi and other wines, alum, Brafil wood, mercery and houlhold goods in 
“ abundance. And Antwerp received from thofe parts,” ;. c. from Eallland and Poland, 
“ ail indlimahic quantity of the mod neceffity .merchandize, viz. wheat and rye to a vail 
“ value, iron, copper, brafs, faltpetre, woad, madder, vitriol, flax, honey, wax, pitch and 
“ tar, fiilphur, pot allies, (of great importance in commerce) line Ikins and furs of various 
kind-;, leather, timber, (both for Ihipwrigbts and houfe carpenters) in vaft abundance ; 
“ great quantities of beer, of high price and cflccm ; fait flclh ; falted, dried, and fmoaked 
“ ibli, yellow amber in great quantities, and numherkfs other parllcuhirs.” 

^\'c may here briefly interrupt our author’s narrative, by obferving, that rnod of thofe 
noitlicrn j'orts ])eing frozen up in winter, and finding it, in early times, more dklicult than 
now to make far fouthward voyages down the hlcditerrancan, 6cc. fo as to infure their return 
home bdbre winter ; and finding alfo, that they could be fupplied from Antwerp with what- 
ever the whole earth produced, they therefore made that city their grand ilaplc for their own 
merebandize, as nlfo for their returns, as we have alfo remarked in another place. 

Antvrcrp fent to France precious ((ones, quickfilver, filvcr in bullion, copper and brafs 
wrought and unvvronglu, lead, tin, vermilion, azure blue and crimfon, fulphur, faltpetre, 
villi d; camblets, and grograms of Turkey, Englilli and Nctherland cloths and ferges, 
guat quantities of (inc linen, tanellry, leather, p-eltry, w'axj madder, tallow, dried fleih, 
‘‘ and much fait fUh, he* And France fent back to Antwerp, by fea, fait of Proiiage to the 
\:;;uc of one hundred and eighty thoufand crowns; forty tlioufand bales of fine woad of 
'i holoufc, which, at feven and a half crowns per bale, amounts to three hundred thoufand 
'' crowns, canvas, and other (Irong linen of Bretagne and Normandy, in immenfc qiianti- 
“ ties; about forty thoufand tons of excellent red and white wines, at about twenty-five 
“ crowns per t,on, amounting to one million of crowns^ or two millions of Holland guilders; 
faflroii, fyrup of fugar, turpentine, pitch, paper of all kinds to a great value, prunes, (a 
confidcrablc article in commerce) Brafil woodj” the French having then a fettlcment in 
Brrrfil. “ By land alfo France fends many fine and curious' things in gilding,” 

fome very fine cloths of Paris, Rouen, Tours, and Champagne, much thread of ].y(uis, 
“ he, which arc highly prized but not one word as yet of fiik maaufadluics, tliat time 
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being not yet come, “ excellent verdigreafe of Montpelier; and lallly, many forts of mcr- 
‘‘ ccries to a great value. 

“ To England, Antwerp fent jewels and precious Hones, filver bullion, quickfilver, 
wrought filks, cloth of gold and filver, gold and filver thread, camblcts, grograras, fpiccs, 
drugs, fugar, cotton, cummin, galls, linen both fine and coarfc, ferges, demy ojlades^ 
fqncerc if^not worfteds?) tapeftry,' madder, hops in great quantities,” our own arc now 
much better, “ glafs, fait fifli, metallic and other merceries of all forts, to a great value ; arms 
“ of all kinds, ammunition for war, and houlhold furniture. From England Antwerp re- 
‘‘ ceives vaft quantities of fine and coarfe draperies, fringes, and other things of that kind, to 
a great value; the finefl; wool, excellent fafFron, but in linall quantities ; a great quantity 
‘‘ of lead and tin ; fhcep and rabbit fkins without number, and various other forts of fine 
“ peltry and leather; beef, cheefe, and other forts of provifions in great quantities ; alfo 
“ Malmfey wines, which the Englifh import from Candia. 

‘‘Jo Scotland, Antwerp fends but little, as that country is chiefly fupplied from England 
“ and France. Antwerp, however, fends thither feme fpiccry, fugars, madder, wrought 
filks, camblcts, ferges, linen, and mercery. And Scotland fends to Antwerp vaft quaii- 
titles of peltry of many kinds, leather, wool, and indifferent cloth, fine large pearls, though 
not of quite fo good a water as the oriental ones. 

“ 1 o Ireland, Antwerp fends much the fame commodities and quantities as to Scotland, 
and Antwerp takes from Ireland, fkins and leather of divers forts, feme low priced cloths, 
and other grofs things of little value. 

“ To Spain, Antwerp fends copper, brafs, and latten, wrought and unwrought ; tin, lead, 
“ and much woollen cloth of various kinds made in the Netherlands, as alfo fomc made in 
• “ England ; ferges of all prices ; ojiadcs et demy ojlades^^ names of woollen goods then in ufc, 
but now almoft loft, unlefs worfteds be meant thereby, which the affinity of the name may 
poffibly countenance, “ tapeftr}% fine and coarfe linen to a great value, camblcts, flax thread, 
“ wax, pitch, madder, tallow, fulphur, and frequently wheat and rye, faltcd flefh and fifh, 
butter and cheefe, all forts of mercery,” mercery, as has already been obferved, in thofe 
times, meant almoft all kinds of fmall wares, “ metals, filk, thread, &c. for very great fums ; 
“ filver in bullion, and worked up into filverfmith’s work; arms of all forts, andammuni* 
tion ; houlhold furniture, and tools of all kinds ; and every thing elfc produced by human 
“ induftry and labour, to which,” fays our author, “ the meaner people of Spain have an 
utter avcrfion. Of Spain, Antwerp takes jewels and pearls, gold and filver in great quan- 
“ titicF* cochineal, faifaparilla, guaiacum, faffron, filk raw and thrown, and worked up into 
“ various fluffs, velvets, taffeties, fait, alum, orchil, fine wool, iron, cordovan leather, wines 
“ of various kinds, oils, vinegar, honey, mclaffes, Arabian gums, foap, fruits both moift 
“ and dried, in vaft quantities ; wones and fugars from the Canaries,” no fugars as vcf com- 
ing from the Spanilh Weft Indies. 

T o Portugal, Antwerp fends filver bullion, quickfilver, vermilion, copper, brafs, and 
“ latten, lead, tin, arms, artillery, and ammunition, gold and filver thread, and fuch other 
wares before- named as they fend to Spain. From Portugal, Antwerp’ brings pearls and 
precious ftoncs, gold, fpices to above the value of one million of crowns annually, drugs, 
amber, mufk, civet, ivory in great quantities, aloes, rhubarb, anil, cotton, China root, 
and many other precious things from India, with which the greateft part of Europe are fup- 
plied by Antwerp; alfo fugars from the ifleof St Thomas, under the ecjuinoaial line, and 
3 , from 
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1560 “ from other ifles on the African coafts ; Brafil wood for dyers,” (but no fugar as yet brought 
from Bralil, nor from any other part of America : and this countenances the conjefture, tliat 
fugar was not originally a native of America, but was rather carried thither from the Canary 
or clfe the Mad-ira ifles,) “ Malaguctta, or Guinea grains, and other drugs from the weft 
“ coaft of Afri‘;a ; fugar alfo, and good wines from Madeira. And from Portugal itfelf, 
“ Antwerp brio gs their lilt, wines, and oils, woad, feeds, orchil, many forts of fruits, both 
“ moift and dried, preferved and candied, to a great value. 

“ LallJy, to Barbary, Antwerp fends woollen cloth, ferges, linen, merceries innumerable, 
“ metals, &c. And Antwerp brjpgs from Barbary, fugars, azure or anil,” as tlic Portuguefe 
call it, “ gums, coloquintida, leather, peltry, and fine feathers.” 

Thus we have a luminary view of the exports and imports of and from Antwerp, the moft 
eminent city lor commerce then in Europe. The port of Armuyden, on the ifle of Wal- 
cheren, the principal ifle of the province of Zealand, was, in Guicciardini’s days, the place 
of rendezvous for the Ihipping of Antwerp, where, fays he, there have been often feen five 
hundred large Ihips together, fome bound to, and others returning from many diftant parts 
of the world. Armuyden, at that period, polielTcd an excellent port, and well fituated for that 
purpofc, though now an inconilderable place, its harbour being choaked up with mud and 
fain!. 

Yet after all that can be faid of the greatnefs of Antwerp, it muft, however, be admitted, 
th;.! the two later grand emporiums of London and Amllerdam have, fince that time, exceed- 
ed Am "ip in various refpefts ; fuch as their greater number of large and ftout Ihips, their 
acquilitioiis of fcveral great branches of commerce, not then known to Antwerp, viz. the 
'i ui kcy trade, the w'halc filhery, the Ruflia trade, the negro Guinea trade, that of both Indies, 
as alio the Madeira and Canary trades ; yet, if Guicciardini has not exaggerated, Antwerp, in 
the height of its profperity, about this time, is faid to have Ihewn at once two tbonfand five 
hundred Ihips or velTels lying in the Schcld before the city, (though poflibly many of thofe 
might have been fuch as, at London inxjur days, are called finall craft and coaflers.) And 
our author adds, ” That it was ufual for five hundred Ihips to come and go in one day, and 
four hundred to come up the Scheld in one tide; that ten thoufand carts were confiantly ' 
” employed in carrying merchandize to and from the neighbouring countries, belide many 
“ hundreds of waggons daily coming and going with pallengers ; and five hundred coaches 
“ ufed by people of diftin^ion all which ppffibly muft be read with fome grains of allow- 
ance. CTuicciardini adds, that Antwerp bad then one hundred and fixty-nine bakers, 
•“ feventy-eight butchers, ninety-two filhmongers, one hundred and ten barbers and furgeons, 
five hundred and ninetyrfour taylors, one hundred and twenty-four goldfiiniths, belide a 
great number of lapidaries and jewellers, three hundred mafter paintets, gravers, and car- 
“ vers, mercers,” i. e. retailers and pedlars, “ &c. without number. That the city of Ant- 
‘‘ werp contained thirteen thoufand five hundred houfes.— That lodgings there were extrava- 
gantly dear, (occafibned by its great commerce) fo as, except Lifbon, to furpafs any city 
“ of Europe ; a fet of lodgings of five or fix chambers, with a hall and garrets, not letting for 
“ lefs than two hundred crowns,” i. e. four hundred Holland guilders, ” yearly.; and the 
“ greater lodgings and fmaller houfes were ufualiy at five hundred crowns and upwards. Laft- 
** ly. that by the great concourfe of ftrangers at Antwerp, advice of all that paftes in every 
other part of the world is brought thither.” 

VoL. II. P 
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1560 Havijig fufBciently enlarged on that once noble city of Antwerp, Guicciardini gives us a 
fkctch of tile then herring lilhcry of tlic maritime provinces of Fricilaiid, ((Groningen was 
then a part of Friefland) HolJand, Zealand, and FLuulcrs. lie fays, “ tlie number of filher- 
“ men and vcflcls, cfpccially of thofc four provinces, and of the French, with feme few Eng- 
** lil|i, iifhing firft on the coaft of Scotland, and next on that of* England, arc,” in his way 
of expreffing^it, almoft infinite.” Hut, conhning himfe^^ only to the Netherlands, con- 
cerning which he had made a very fl rift enquiry, he fays, “ that, in peaceable times, they 
employed feven hundred bufles and boats,” /fu/ccs ct holes he calls them in his French, 
which make each three voyages in the feafon, during which whole fcafon, each vcflcl, on 
‘‘ an average, is computed to take feventy lafts of herrings, each lail containing twelve barrels 
of nine hundred or one thoufand herrings each barrel ; and as a lalt commonly yields ten 
- pounds Flemilh,” or about fix pounds llerling, “ the total amount of one year’s herring 
fifhery, in fhofc four provinces, is four hundred and ninety thoufand pounds Flemilh, or 
two hundred and ninety-four thoufand pounds ftcrling.” — How vaftly does this account 
fall fhort of Sir Walter Raleigh’s, about fixty years later. “ That the cod and ling filhery of 
“ thofe four provinces amounts yearly to a million of guilders, or one hundred thoufand 
pounds ftcrling, as then reckoned; — their falmon fifliing in. Holland and Zealand to four 
‘‘ hundred thoufand guilders, or forty thoufand pounds ftcrling yearly. 

That, notwithftanding the great ground which England had gained on the Netherlands 
“ in the preceding century, their woollen manufafture was ftill very great, although their 
own w^ool be very coarfc, compared to that of England and of Spain, as at Boificduc, Delft, 
Haarlem, Leyden, and Amfterdam, they then made above twelve thoufand pieces of cloth 
and ferges, See. at each place; alfo at Ypres, wdierc was the very fine and ancient hall for 
“ woollen cloth ; at St. Winnoxberg, Courtray, Menin, Ticl, and Lifle,” which laft city 
lie efteemed the next in commerce after Antwerp and Amfterdam, “ Tournay, Mons, Va- 
‘‘ lenciennes,” where,, befidc woollen cloths, they make great quantities of taffeties, &:c*. 
‘‘ Maubenge, Enghien, &c, make fine tapeftries. 

“ Linen cloth, according to Guicciardini, was made at Boificduc, at the rate of twetUy 
thoufand pieces yearly, worth two hundred thoufand crowns; alfo at Nivellc, five leagues 
** from BrulTels, they make great quantities of very fine cambrick ; as alfo at Cambray, which 
‘‘ originally gave name to that fine manufafture.” And we may add a probable conjefturc, 
that diaper took its name from Ypres, i. e» ^Tollc d'Tprcs , — ‘‘ At Courtray tliey made fine 
“ linen for the table. — At Tiel linen cloth and buckrams.-r-At Ghent, the clotli named from 
“ that time, Ghenting, in immenfe quantities; alfo fine linen of many fcits, woollen alfo, 
“ and tapeftries, fuftians, buckrams, he , — At Boificduc great quantities of knives, fine pins, 
“ mercery, &:c.” 

At the fame rime, fpeaking again, of the commerce of Amfterdam, be fays, ‘‘ that fliips arc 
conftantly feen in great numbers coming in and going out, not only to and from other pans 
of the Netherlands, butof Fonce, England, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Livonia, 
Norway, Sweden, &c.” He obferves, ^ that Veer, (named alfo Campvecr, or Terveer) 
‘‘ in Zealand, owes its principal commerce to its being the flaplc port for all the Scotifti ftiip- 
ping, and fo has beeft for a long fcrics of years.” And Guicciardini, in conclufion, p^ays 
the province of Holland the following fine compliment, viz. “ it has no wine grovving in it, 
** yet they have great plenty of that liquor; — nor flax of their own growth,’* this is not the 
cafe at prefent, yet make the finell linen of any in the univerfe.— They have no wool, 
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1560 (either ill good quality or quantity) yet make infinite quantities of good cloth. — They grow 
“ no timber, yet they nfc more for fliips, dykes, &c. than perhaps all the reft of Europe to- 
gether.” And here let us add what Sir William Temple fays further by way of encomium 
on Holland, above one hundred years later, viz. “ never any country traded fo much, and 
“ confumed fo little. They buy infinitely, but it is to fell again. — They are the great maf- 
‘‘ ters of the Indian fpic^ and Perfian filks, yet wear plain woollen, and feed upon their own 
fifii and roots. — They fell the fineft of their own cloth to France, and buy coarfe cloth out 
of England for their own wear. — They fend abroad the beft of their own butter, and buy 
“ the chcapeft out of Ireland, or the north of England, for their own ufe. — In ftiort, they 
‘‘ furnifli infinite luxury, which they never praftice, Sind traffic in plcafures which they never 
taftc.” 

Thus,” fays their own great De Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, are diligence, vi- 
‘‘ gilance, valour, and frugality not only natural to the Hollanders tht;mfelves, but, by the 
nature of their country,' are communicated to all foreigners who inhabit amongft them.” 

In the late learned Mr. Thomas Ruddiman’s preface to Anderfon’s Diplomatum et Numif- 
matum Scotian Thefaurus, p. 73, wc find that, in this year 1560, one pound of FmglKh filvcr 
coin, or money, was cqpal to five Scotilh pounds ; and he adds, mirendum ver^ cji quantis ab 
CO tempore ct quam prccipiii gradu moncta apud nos valor per cr ever it ^ i, e. and it is 

“ truly flrangc or wonderful to obferve, after this time, how quick the progrefs was of the 
enhancement of the nominal value of our money ; for, five years after, in the year 1565, 
the proporiioii between the value of the nominal pounds of the two nations was become as 
** fix is to one.” 

In this fame year, according; to the judicious Mifielden, in his Circle of Commerce, p, 55, 
printed in 1623, in quarto, U^iecn Elizabeth, (it being the fecond year of her reign) by her 
charter confirmed all former charters of privileges to the company of the Merchant-adven- 
turers of England. This author affirms, “ that he took fpccial pains in the perufal of all 
“ charters and grants to tliis company.” Moreover, Wheeler, in the book often already 
quoted, confirmed this, and adds, ‘‘ that Queen Elizabeth granted them two other ample 
charters, viz. one in the fixth and anothel- in the tiventy-cighth year of her reign, in the 
former of wliich (viz. her fixth year) they firft had the defignation of mcrchaiU-adven- 
“ turers given them.” 

d he lame year, th.e Queen granted by charter to the merchants of Exeter, by the title of 
I'lic Ch3vcrnor, Confuls, and Society of Merchant-adventurers of Exeter, an exclufive trade 
to 1 ranee ; which privilege was confirmed by an aft of Parliament of the fourth year of King 
fames 1. cap. ix. in the year 1606, which extended only to their own city* 

Sigilnumd, King of Poland, being at war with Ruffia, wrote, in this year to Queen Eliza- 
beth, exhorting her, not to permit her fubjefts to trade to Ruffia by the way of Narva, as 
tlicy thereby furnilhed liis enemies with arts, arms, and other neceflaries ; and he threa- 
tened fuch lliips as Ihould fo trade with liis utmoft refentment. But his threatenings on this 
and another famous occafion, hereafter to be exhibited, were very little regarded by her. 

Eric XIV. King of Sweden, taking advantage of the fore depreffion of the German Knights 
of the Croi's by the Ruffians, accepted of the requeft of the town of Revel and of the country 
adjaccjit, to take them under his proteftion, whereby Sweden firft got footing in Livonia; 
and by the acquifition of that fine country, which Sweden held till the former part of the 
prefent eighteenth century, its commcrco;^ wcdlili, and po wer were confidcrably incrcafed. 

P^' In 
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1561 In the very next year, the Poles, Danes, Swedes, and Mufeovites having, in their turns, 
gradually deprclTed the power, and greatly leflened the dominions of the Teutonic Order in 
Livonia, fo as not to be able longer to withfland their more powerful enemies, the Great Maf- 
ter of that order, Gottard Kctler, refigned that part of Livonia which remained to them into 
the hands of the Poles, after that order had held it three hundred and fifty-feven years, accord- 
ing to ^Iruanuaih lib. 28. who adds, “That the rcligning of ^he records, the great crofs of 
“ the Order, the archives, the keys of the gates and caftlc of Riga, and all other prerogatives 
“ into the hands of the Poles by the faid Grand-Mafter was a fad fpeftacle, and could not be 
“ feen by any lovers of the German name without tears.” On this refignation of Ketlcr, he 
was, inllcad of Livonia, invefled by King Sigifmund with the fovereignty of Courlaiid and 
Scmigallia, under the title of duke, to him and his heirs, holding the fame of the crown of 
JPoland ; or, in other words, Ketler finding he could no longer hold the whole, was glad to 
capitulate with King Sigifmund for only part of it, with a hereditary title, in imitation of what 
Albert of Brandenburg had done in relation to Pruffia, in the year 1525; and alfo with the 
liberty of the Protellant religion, then already generally profefled there, and which Ketlcr him- 
felf had before embraced. And thus the Germanic empire lofl its remaining fief in Livonia, 
as, thirty-fix years before, it had fupinely loft that of Prufha ; ^and all that now teftifics thofe 
two provinces to have been German fiefs, is, befidc records, the prevalence of the German 
language, which continues to this day. 

The Hamburghers ftill maintaining their claim to .an cxclufive jurifdiflion or fovereignty 
on the river Elbe, had, in fupport of it, feized on a Danilh fliip, and denied to King Frede- 
rick II. of Denmark the reflitution of the veffel ; that King therefore, in the year 1561, feized 
on all Hamburg fhips in the Danifh ports, and, after much difputc, obliged that city to pay 
him forty thoufand guilders for fatisfadlion. 

Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of'thc World, vol. ii. p. 222, relates, “That Qiicen Eliza- 
“ beth, in this third year of her reign, was prefented with a pair of black knit filk ftockings 
“ by hcrfilk-woman, Mrs. Mountaguc, and thenceforth fhe never wore cloth ones any more.” 
This eminent author adds, “ That King Henry VIII. that magnificent and expenfivc Prince, 
“ wore ordinarily cloth hofe, except there came from Spain, 'by great chance, a pair of filk 
“ ftockings; for Spain very early abounded in filk. His fon. King Edward VI. was prcfeirt- 
“ ed with.a pair of long Spanifh filk ftockings by his merchant. Sir Thomas Greftiam, and 
“ the prefent was then much taken notice of.” ■ Thus it is plain, that the invention of knit 
ftlk ftockings originally came from Spain. Others relate, that one William Rider, an appren- 
tice on London-bridge, feeing, attbehoufeof an Italian merchant, a pair of knit worfted 
ftockings from Mantua, made, with great Ikill, a pair exaftly like them, which he prefented, 
in the year 15^4, to William Earl of Pembroke, and were the firft of that kind worn in Eng- 
land. 

Rapin and others relate, that there was happily difeovered in England, in the county of 
Cumberland, near Kefwick, a mine of pure copper* which had been neglefted many ages, fays 
Camden. And at the fame time there was found, ^in great abundance, the.ftone called lapis 
calaminariSf or calamy ftone, fo neceflary for brafs works, that is, for turning copper into brafs. 
“ Neither had Queen Elizabeth now any need, as her father and predeceflbrs had, to hire lh‘ips 
“ for her ufe front Hamburg, Lubcck, Dantzick, Genoa, and Venice, Ihe having provided 
“ the. bsft appointed navy thauver Britain bad feen.. Her wealthieft fubjc£ls alfo built Ihips for 

“ war. 
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1561 war, in imitation of her, with great alacrity ; infomuch, that her own navy, joined with 
her fubjefts fliipplng, was able to fend out twenty thoufand fighting men for fea-fcrvice.*’ 
Camden adds, “ That the country people, fince licence was granted for exporting of grain, 
“ began to ply their hufbandry more diligently than formerly, by breaking up grounds which 
** had remained untillcd beyond all memory of man.” 

According to Gerard INjJ^lynes’s Center of the Circle of Commerce, p. 93, printed in quarto, 
in 1623, ** Qiicen Elizabeth granted, in the third year of her reign, a new charter of confir- 
matioii to the Corporation of the Mayor and Conftablcs of the Staple of England, of all 
“ fuch privileges and liberties as they did, might, or ought to have enjoyed, one year before 
“ the lofs of Calais, by grant, charter, law, prefeription, or ciiftom, notwithftanding any 
non-ufer, abuier, &c.” This treatife was written agalnft Miffelden’s Circle of Commerce, 
which defended the Merchant-adventurers Company againft Malyncs. — Thofe difputes arc 
long fince become oblolctc. • 

The French feem to have traded very early to the coaft of Guinea and its neighbourhood; 
for in the fccond volume p. tS.y, : a t ii. of Hakluyt’s Voyages, the writer of an Englifli voyage 
to Ciuinca, in the year i ’lat about thirty years before that time, the French traded 

from the ports of NormaivJy to the river Gambia with four or five Ihips annually. 

1362 Some French alfo, afiiftcd by the Admiral Chaftiiion, (or Coligny) made an attempt in 
1562, to fettle and fortify in Florida: but not being fupported from home, they were forced 
to abandon that cntcrpri'ze, being alinoft famifhed for want of provifions, in the year 1564, 
after remaining in Florida two fumincrs and one winter. They again attempted, as will be 
more fully feen, to fettle in Florida in the years 1564-5, and 1567 ; but being moftly Proteft- 
ants, detigned by that admiral to get a footing there, they were in part cruelly deftroyed by the 
Spaniards, and partly alfo through inteftine divifions, and not being well fupported from 
France, by rcafon of the civil war in that kingdom ; all which circumftances tended to put an . 
end to that dclign. 

“ The fame year, the French Admiral Coligny encouraged a projeft fora fettlcment on the 
“ fouth-cail coaft of Africa,” fays Mezerai, “ near Mozambique or- Melinda, . to ferve as a re- 
‘‘ treat for the Ficnch, in carrying on the trade of Africa and Eaft India, as was praftifed by 
“ the Portugucfc. For that end three Ihips, with twelve hundred foldicrs, were fent out: 
but they were flfipwrecked on the iflc of Madeira; and after a feuffle with' the Portuguefe 
there, they returned to France, without further purfuing thdr originaLdefign.” 

Mr. John Hawkins, afiiftcd by the fubferiptions of feveral gentlemen,^ now fitted out three 
fliips, the largcft being of one hundred and twenty tons, and the fmalleft but forty tons, and ^ 
having learned that negroes were, a very good commodity in Hifpaniola, he failed to the coaft 
of Guinea, and took in negroes, and failed witli them for Hifpaniola, where he fold his ne- 
groes and Englifh commodities, and loaded home his three veffcis with hides, fugar, and gin- - 
gcr, and alfo many pearls ; returning in the year 1563, aftb^ making a profperous voyage.— 
This feems to have been the very firft attempt from England for anv negro trade* 

1 563 The Ruffia Company did not as yet lofc^fight of their trade into Perfia by the way of Rufiia ; 
for, in this year,, they font three of their agents to the Perfian court at Cafbin, on the bufinefs 
of their traffic. 

In vol. XV. p. 631, &c. of the Fdedcra, we have a truce, in this fame year, between Eng- 
land and Scotland, fomewhat in the Scotilh dialcft, for thc.paaiflrmcntof thefts, robberies, 2cc. 
t 
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on the borders of the two kingdoms , whereby the following valuations or prices for flolen 
cattle \\’ere fettled, viz. 

Every ox, above four years old, to be valued at 40 s, llcriing. 


Every cow - - - at 30 

Eveij ox above two years old, - - at 30 

E^very young tow, above two years old, - at 20 
Every other beall, above two years old, - at 10 
Every old flicep, - - • at 6 


Every hog, 


at 


3 


"N. B. A hog, in the old Scotifli 
. fenfe, is a young flicep of about 
■ ^ a year old. 


Every old fwinc, above a year old - at 6 

Every young*fwine, - - at 2 

Every gact, (/. e. goat) above a year old, at 5 

Every young gaet, or goat, « - at 2 


N. J 3 . In this fame truce there is mention made alia) of a muI£V of one penny Scots 

for every fheep found feeding without the bounds of either realm refpeftively ; which flicws, 
that at this time, there was ftill fuch a real coin as a penny Scots, tliough Jong fince forgot. 

By an ordinance of this fame year, being the fifth of Elizabeth, wlien the price of wheat 
does not exceed ten fliillings, rye, peas, and beans eight fliillings, and malt fix fliiliings and 
eight-pence per quarter, they may be exported by Englifli fliipping. This flicws that thole 
prices were then eftcemed fo moderate, that for the benefit of farmers, they might he exported. 
Thus we fee, that the rates of provifions, and confcqucntly of living, arc coiiiidcra!)!y advan- 
ced, fince the coins were reduced to the modern weight, he. 

In this fifth year of fllizabcth, cap. 3. was the firft ftatute enabled in England for the relief 
of the poor, (Sec the year 1597.) Eor, whereas all the a£ls of Parliament liitherto, were only 
on tlie principle of voluntary contributions for the poor, refling or depending on the charita- 
ble devotion of the people, which method had not anlwcred the intended purpofc, nor jue- 
vented common beggars from multiplying every where; it was now therefore found ncc'lldiy 
to go a flep further. It is certain, that the fupprefiioii of the convents had not a little incrca- 
fed this difordcr ; thofe houfes having been a great relief to the poor on their own lands, :hk1 
in their neighbourhood, to whom not only their kitchtMis but their granaries were ever ope n, 
more efpecially in times of dearth. When therefore the church-lands were, by King Henry 
the Eighth, fold at fuch eafy purchafes, it was then declared to be for the cliaritablc j>urporc 
of enabling the buyers to keep up that wonted hofpitality ,* which, however, they greatly nc- 
glefted to do : yet Hill there was no compulfory law till the period now before us. This a<St, 
theicfore, after direfting poor and impotent perfons of every parifli to be relieved, of that 
which every perfon will, of their charity, give weekly, to be gathered by collectors, and 
diftributed to the poor, fo as none of them fliall openly go or fit begging f ’ fnow comes 
tlic compulfory claufc) “ and if any parifliioncr fliall obflinately refufe to pay reafonably to- 
wards the relief of the faid poor, or lhall difeourage others, then the jufticcs of tlic peace, 
“ at their quarter fcflions, may tax him to a reafonablc weekly fum, which, if he refufes to 
** pay, they may commit him to prifon : yet, where the parilhes have more poor than they 
can relieve, the juftices may licence fo many of their poor as they fhall think good, to beg 

‘‘ in 
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1563 “ in one or more hundreds of the refpeftive county. Laftly, beggars, in any other place thaa 
where legally licenfed, were to be punilhed according to the laws agvalnft vagabonds,” 

'riie next Ihitute of this lame lelHon of Parliament, viz. cap. 4. entitled, A Repeal of fo^ 
much of former Statutes as concern the hiring, keeping, departing, working, or order of Ser- 
vants, Labourers, &c. and a Declaration who lhall be compellable to ferve in Handicrafts,, 
and who in Hulbandry, and their feveral Duties, &c. gives the fubftauce of many former laws, 
with their impcrfeflions and contrariety; and remarks, ‘‘ That the wages afeertained in many 
‘‘ of thef: arts of Parliament were now become infufTicient, by reafon of the advanced prices 
“ of all ncccffaries fincc thofc times.” Yet, as large and comprehenfive as this art: is, vvhicli, 
as to much, of it, is Hill in force, there are feveral fubfecljuent Ihitutes, both in this and fucr 
ccvJing reigns, for the regulating of difputcs bctwccJi mailers and their fervants, apprentices, 
and labourers, concerning their wages, time of labour, &c. 

The next law, cap. v. of that year, entitled, Conftitutions for the ♦Maintenance of the 
Na\ y, cS.c. contains many good claufes for the encouragement of our own Ihipping and mari- 
ners : as, 

“ I. l]y permitting herrings, and other fifh caught on our coalls, to be exported, duty 

it 

“ 11 . That no foreign Ihips lhall carry any goods coall-wife from one Englilli port ta 
“ another. 

“ HI. W ines and wo:ul fliall be imported from France in Englilli fliipping alone,” with 
fomc inconllderablc exceptions. 

“ IV. Thar, as well for tlic maintenance of fliipping, tlic incrcafc of fifliermcn and marl- 
ners, and the repairing of port-towns, as for the i'parlng and incrcafc of the llclh virtual 
ot the realm, it lhall not be lawful for any to eat flefli on Wednefdays and Saturdays, under 
“ the ioricirurc of three pounds for each offence, excepting cafes of licknds, and alio thofe 
“ by fpccial licences to be obtained.” (This purely political falling from fldh-mcat was part- 
ly alteicJ by cap. 2. of the twenty-feventh year of this Queen, by leaving out Wednefdays ; 
yet, by the fame art, no virtuallcrs were to utter flefli in Lent, nor on Fridays and Saturdays.) 

“ l or which laid licences, obtained bv peers, they were to pay one pound flx IhiJlings and 
“ eight-pence to the poors-box of the parilh; by knights and their wives, thirteen fliillings 
“ and four- pence; and by others, fix Ihillings and eight-pence each. — But no licence w^as to 
“ extend to tlic eating of beef, on thofe days, at any time of the year (this flicws, that in 
thofe time;-;, black cattle were deemed fcarce) ‘‘nor to the eating of veal, in any year, from 
“ Michaelmas to the firft day of May. But becaufe,” adds this ffatutc, “ no perfon lhall 
“ mif-judge the intent of this ffatute, be it enarted, That whoever lhall, by preaching, tc.ach- 
“ ing, writing, or open fpeccli, notify, that any eating of iilh, or . forbearing of fldh, men- 
“ tinned in tills ffatutc, is of any nccelfity for the faving of the foul of man, or that it is the 
“ fcrvicc of God, othervvife than as other politic laws are and be; then fuch perfons lhall be 
“ punilhed as fpreaders of falfc news ought to be.” 

The ingenious author of the Prefent State of England, printed in ortavo, in the year 1683, 
p. 77, acquaints us, “ That the firft making of knives in England was begun in tins year 
“ 1^563, by one Thomas Mathews on Fleet-bridge, in London.” How ftrangely arc things 
altered fince thofe times ! for now London excels all the earth in this refpert, and fupplies- 
many other nations with this ufeful article, in great quantities. 




Many 
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1564 Many good laws had been lately made in England, efpecially fince ths acceffion of Queen 
Elizabeth, for the employment of its people, by improving the woollen manufaftnre, fo as to 
prevent the importation of foreign manufa£tures from interfering wi'h o .ir own : this was cf- 
fefted by eftablilhing feveral new manufafturc*s, and improving many of the old ones ; parti- 
cularly an aft of Parliament of this Queen's reign, cap. 7. fciiftly prohibiting the importation of 
any girdles, rapfers, knives, Iheaths, hilts, pummels, lockets, chapes, fcabbards, horfe furniture 
of all kinds, gloves, points, ftirrups, bits, leather, laces, and pins. Thefc wife regulations and 
improvements greatly alarmed the Netherlanders ; the city of Antwerp, in particular, became 
quite enraged to fee the Englifli taking. fuch large firides towards an univerfally extended com- 
merce. Moreover, the railing the cullom on cloth exported to the Netherlands, and of mer- 
chandize imported from thence into England, had given great offence to the Netherlanders. — 
J\ll which, and limilar confidcrations, induced the Duchefs of Parma, in the year 1563, then 
Governefs of tbs Netherlands, (through the inftigation of Cardinal Granvcilc, who forcfeelng 
a war was about to be kindled in the Netherlands, was delirous to remove the Rnglilh, as be- 
ing favourable to the Proteftants, who already began to be numerous in thofe parts) to ifl'ue 
her proclamation for prohibiting the carrying into England any materials for the inanufaftures 
above-mentioned. That Princefs alfo, by way of retaliation for the above piohii/iiion of 
Queen Elizabeth, but under pretext of the plague, which at that time raged in England, pro- 
, hibited the importation of Englifli woollen goods into the Netherlands. In this year, therefore, 
the Englifli company of Merchant-adventurers were compelled to carry their woollen clotlis to 
Embden in Eaft Friclland ; where, for awhile, they kept their ftaple, entirely delcrting the 
Netherlands. Whereupon, King Philip II. of Spain ablblutely prohibited all his fubjefts 
from trading with the Englifli at Embden: yet, in the end, Queen Elizabeth’s ftcadiiicfs got 
the better of all oppofition ; for Philip, knowing that the true intereft of his Netherland lub- 
jefts required peace and commerce with England, found himiclf obliged to admit the Englifli 
ambafladors to a treaty at Bruges, to revoke all his prohibitions to the contrary, and to re- 
admit the Englifli to trade with the Netherlands as formerly, on the bottom of the IntcrcKrfns 
J\ 4 agnus. Camden, in his Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, relates, that our general trade with 
the Netherlands was, at this time, fo vafl:, as to amount to twelve millions of ducats ; five 
millions of which was for Englifli cloth alone. 

In the fifteenth volume, p. 640, of the Foedera, Queen Elizabeth concluded a general treaty 
,of peace and commerce with Charles IX. of France ; the commercial part of which treaty was 
cxaftly the fame with that concluded in the year 1559. 

And in the fame fifteenth volume of the Foedera, p. 644, King Charles IX. of France, in 
the ratification of the laft-named treaty, ftipulates to pay to Queen Elizabeth, at Dover, fixty 
thoufand French crowns of the fun, each weighing two pennyweights and fourteen grains of 
gold, of twenty-two and a half carrats fine, each valued at fifty-one fols tournois; or clfc to 
pay an equivalent in Englifli anglcts, (that is, nobles of fix Ihillings and eight-pence each) 
weighing three pennyweights twenty-two grains of gold ; in confcquencc of which payment, 
the Queen was to rcleafe two of the four French noblemen then her prifoners ; and fix weeks 
after, flic was to releafe the other two, upon King Charles paying another fum of fixty thou- 
fand gold crowns to her commiflioners at Calais. Thefc four French noblemen were hofta- 
ges with Queen Elizabeth by the treaty of 1559 with King Henry II. of France, for his deli- 
vering up Calais to Queen Elizabeth in eight years time, as related under that year. 


Baron 
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1504 JJaron l^iifFcndorf, in his Iliftory of SvvTJcn, relates, “That ahoiu this time,” (for ii? is 
too rcgardlefs of chronology) “in a fca hp,lit between the fleet of liiic XiV. King of Sweden, 
“ who reigned between the years 1559 and i 568, and that of King Frederick II. <;f Denmark, 
“ tlie Swedilli fleet confillcd of forty ihips, their admiral lliip mounting two Inmdrcd l^rafs 
“ cannon; which huge lliip being feparated from the reft of that fleet by a flonvi, fuftained 
alone the attack of the whole Danilh fleet, joined by that of Lubeck, and funk tlic admiral 
“ of tlic latter by her fide. Fut being at length furroiindcd and overpowered by the enemy’s 
“ licet, llic was fet on lire, and totally deftroyed.” 'This is probably the firfl, and it Is as 
likely will be the laft vcfFcI of l\ich an enormous h/c. I'hc l iollandci s, in tiie I'/ciFith of tl^cir 
naval |'>owcr and glory, fcldom or never went beyond ninety cannon for their llriUratc flhps 
f)\ war; and it leems moTc for the lake of fhow than for folid advantage, that bolli the Ihfg- 
liiii and 1 icneh have run into an higher niimlHu* of cannon. We jnay in tins ]»lace rcinaik, 
iiO pro’pfHiion as tlie noitlicrii crowns incrcafed tlieir corrcrpoiulencc# with the nations of 
tlie more j'outl.ein ]'arts oi Europe, they improved in their naval ftrengtii and commerce ; and 
in iicailv the lame pioportion did tlie llanfeatlc towns decline in both rcfpcrfts, cfpccially thofc 
wuhin tijc Ikdi ic Sta. ,Mr. ilurcliet, in iiis Naval llifiory, obferves, “'That as Denmark 
“ poiL iks many iilands, and a large extent of counti v aloirg the ocean, the Danes have, for 
“ manvay’vs, In'ul a eonlideraldc naval force.” Whicicupon, he inftances the above-named, 
which he calls lignal vict(My over the Swedilli fleet, and their admiral Ihip of two hundred 
\ anm^i, \rhieli, he lavs, was c:;!Ld the Nonefuch. lie adds, tliat, a little before, King Chrif- 
lian ill. at tlie inlianccs of the k'rcnch King, Henry 11. aided the Scots againft England witliT 
a in ct of one hundred lail, nirmned with ten thouiand men ; which tranfadtion is, however, 
very I'ightiy toLicIiecI bv molt Ih.gliili hiflorians. 

Sir William 'Monhm, wlio wrote his Naval d'radls in th : year 1635, has the following hif- 
tOiical re mark oii ih.it Ird.y/. el, vi/.. “ Till of late, which, perhaps,” fays he, “ few will believe, 
“ tiic grcalcit part of our ihips of burthen was cither bought or built out of the Eafl Coun- 
“ ti*v/’ (/. r. the ports on the ienilli-hdc o( the Baltic Sea) “ who llkcwifc enjoyed the great eft 
“ trade of our merchants in their own velEIs. And, to bid adieu to that tratlc, and thole fhips, 
lire jcius of rmbeek, a veflel c>f gneal burthen and flrcngth in tliofe days, was the laft ihip 
“ bought bv the Qiicc 11 ; wliicdi, in the year i $^4, was eafl away in the port of St. Joint dc 
“ Ulva, in New Spain, under Sir ]ohn Hawkins.” 

d he follow ing charter was the ih 11 pumper one granted to tne Company of ?\.!crchant-ad ven- 
turers ol I'higknui, jo lo conilitutc tlicm a boi’y-politic, or corporation at home or in Eng- 
land. It is (lilted on tlie eighth of July, in the lixlh year ofChieen Elizalictii; and liic lierc- 
l)y graitts them ll'.elr lirfl common-fea!, — ]»crpctual fiK.cef!ion, — lilurtv to T>urci;afe lands, — 
and to cxcrclie government in any part of Ihigland. “ Fut,” aJds the Oyieen, “ if ativ free- 
“ man of this company lhall iruii ry a wife born beyond fca, in a foreign ennuntry, or fhali hold 
“ lands, tenements, or hereditaments in Holland, Zcalaiul, Frabant, Flanders, (jermanv, 
“ or other places near adjoining, he fliall be, ijjh fatlo, disfianchifcd of and from the faij 
“ fellowfhip of Merchant-adventurer?, and be utterly excluded from the privileges tlicrcof.” 
Wheeler, as already ohferved, under the year 1560, remarks, that this charter gave them iirft 
the name of Merchant-adventurers of England, that is, as an Englilh corporation of that 
name; for in a charter or grant of privileges from King Henry VIE in the year 1505, we 
1 V c Heel y th.it i.iiui, , tiiou.^h not then, nor till now, a proper corporation in 

England. 
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1564 In an aft of Parliament of the fixth year of Queen Anne, cap. 9. and in the year 1707, for 
the Exportation of white Woollen Clotlis, it is therein faid, “ That in the fixth year of Queen 
Elizabeth,’’ being the year of our Lord 1564, a patent was granted to the Hamburg Com- 

pany for ever, with liberty to export thirty thoufand cloths, though not wrought or dref- 
“ fed; whereof twenty-five thoufand to be above the value of three pounds, and under the 
“ value of fix pounds per cloth; and the other five tlioufand to be above the value of four 
“ pounds per cloth.” 

1565 The French Admiral Coligny, again excites Charles IX. of France to renew two former 
attempts to fettle a colony in Florida; for which end Laudonier was fent thither in three Ihips, 
with people and neceflaries ; and he there erefted a fort at the mouth of the river May, which 
fort he named Caroline, from the name of his King. The next year Ribault was fent thither; 

,but fix large Spanifh fiiips coming on that coaft, purpofely fitted out from Spain for deftroying 
this infant French fettlcmcnt, the French fliips got to fea, and efcapingthe Spaniards, returned 
to their fettlcmcnt, and prepared to attack the Spanifh Ihips ; butafudden ftorm either deftroy- 
ing or difperfing all the French fhips, encouraged the Spaniards to attack, and finally to deftroy 
the fort, where Laudonier was left with a few men, whom the Spaniards moftly flew; al- 
though Laudonier found means, with a few more, to cfcape to France by the way of Eng- 
land. 

It appears, that the maritime ftrength of the Turks was, at this time, very confidei-ablc ; 
for although they failed in their attempt againft Malta, which they befieged in the year 1 565, 

1 being forced in that fame year to raife the fiegc of it, they had, in that expedition, one hundred 
and fixty gallics, twenty great fiiips, fuch as we commonly call men of war, and a great num- 
ber of fmaller veflcls. — Metcrani Hiftoria Belgica, lib. i. 

The firft new projeft in the reign of Queen Elizabeth which wc meet with in the Foedcra, 
is in vol. XV. p. 650 : it is her exclufive charter or grant to Armigill Wade, Efq. and William 
Herle, Gent, for the foie making of brimftone for thirty years, within the Queen’s domini- 
ons ; and alfo for the foie making or ex trafting from certain herbs, roots, and feeds, an oil 
proper to be ufed for wool, and for the making and drefling of woollen cloth ; they having, 
with great labour and application, and not a little expence, found out thefe ufeful fecrcts. — 
Thefe are the firft new and exclufive projefts hitherto to be found in the Foedera ; yet if none 
liad been in the prafticc of cither of them before in England, wc cannot fo properly term them 
monopolies, the proper definition of which is^ an exclufion of all others from what they had 
been in the poffeflion and praftice of till that exclufion took place. 

Sir John Hawkins, in his voyage to the Spanifii Weft Indies, forces a traffic with the people 
of thofc parts, and did much mifehief to the Spaniards. 

In the fame year, Queen Elizabeth, (after reciting, that llic had heretofore granted licences 
to certain Dutch or Germans to dig for alum and copperas, as well as for gold, filvcr, copper, 
and quickfilver, in fevcral counties, grants two exclufive patents to Humplircys and Shute, 
who had brought into England upwards of twenty foreign workmen, to dig and fearch for 
thofe metals, and alfo for tin and lead, and to refine the fame in England, and within the 
Englifli pale in Ireland. This is known to this day by the name of the Charter for the Mines- 
Royal, incorporated in 1568. She alfo, the fame year, grants them the foie ufe of the calan?/ 
ftonc, or lapis calaminaris^ for the compofition of a mixed metal called latten, and all forts of 
battery works, caft-work, and wire. 


And 
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2565 And in the tenth of Queen Elizabeth, 1568, that Queen incorporated Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
lord-keeper of the great-feal, Thomas Duke of Norfolk, and others, jointly with the laid 
Humphreys and Shute, by the name and defignation of the Governors, Afliftaats, and 
Society of the Mineral and Battery Works Which charter of incorporation was made an un- 
due ul*e of, in a copper bubble of the famous year 1720. 

Before this undertaking, it feems, that all Englifh iron wire was made and drawn by hu- 
man ftrength alone, in the foreft of Dean, and elfewhere, until thofe foreigners introduced 
the manner of drawing by a mill: wherefore, till then, they neither could make any great 
quantity of fuch wire, nor fo good in quality. The geeateft part, therefoic, of the iron wire 
ufed in England, and alfo of ready-made wool-cards, and fuch other things, w^ere, till now', 
imported from foreign parts. 

2366 We have fecn tliat King Henry VIII. erefled a marine corporation, which has been of lin- 
gular utility to the navigation of England, both with refpeft to the royal navy, and to the 
Ihips and failors in the merchant fervice, entitled, The Mailer, Wardens, and AHillants of 
the Trinity Houfe at Deptford-ftrond. And by a ftatutc of the eighth year of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, cap. 13. “ They were impowered, at their own cods, from time to time, to creft 
“ fuch and fo many beacons, marks, and figns for the fea, in fuch places of the fca-lliorcs 
‘‘ and uplands near the fea-coafts, for fea-marks, 4s to them Ihould feem rcquifitc, and to be 
“ continued and renewed at their own colls. 

By an acquittance of Queen Elizabeth to Cofmo dc Mcdicis, Duke of Florence, in the 
fifteenth volume, p. 654, of the Fccdcra, for fixty thoufand gold ducats or florins, formerly 
engaged to be due to King Henry VIII. (the original ground of wdiich debt does not herein 
appear, though poflibly it might be on account of that King’s tranfaftions in Italy againll the 
the Emperor Charles V.) we find this fum of money was then equal to fifteen thoufand 
pounds ftcrling ; fo that a ducat or florin was equal to five fliillings fterling. 

'Fhe Englifh Ruflia Company having, in the preceding year, fcntfcveral of their faftors with 
Englilh cloth, &c. from Ruflia into Perfia, they found that the Venetians from Aleppo, ufu- 
ally bartered their woollen cloths and kerfies for raw filk, fpices, drugs, &c. and that nmcli 
“ Venetian cloth was worn in Perfia. 7 'hey alfo obtained for our company, of the Sophy, 
in this year, 1566, an immunity from any toll or cullom on their merchandize, and full pro- 
teflion for their perfons and goods. 

Tliis laid Ruflia Company, which had been incorporated in the firll and fccond of Phi- 
lip and Mary, in the year 1554, as has been related at large, had now the noble fanftion of an 
adl of Parliament, which, though not in the modern printed llatute-books, w^e find at large 
in the firll volume, p. 369, of Hakluyt’s Voyages, firft edition, 1598, in the eighth year of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign. 

The grounds for granting this aft of Parliament wxre, in fubllance, 

I. That fundry fubjefts of the realm, perceiving that divers Ruffian wares and merchan- 
** dize arc now imported by the faid fellowlhip, after all their great charge and travel, fome of 
“ which be within this realm of good ellimation, minding, for their peculiar gain, utterly to 
“ decay the trade of the fiiid fcllowfliip,” (here the margin fays, This is meant by Alderman 
Bon^ the elder) “ have, contrary to the faid lettcrs-patent, in great difordcr, traded into the 

dominions of Ruflia, &c. to the great detriment of this commonwealth being fuch irre- 
gular or feparate traders as had afterwards the Dutch name of interlopers given them. 

0.2 il. And, 
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1566 ‘‘ II. And, for that the name by 'which the faid fellowfliip is incorporated by the letters- 

“ patent of Queen Mary is long, and conlifteth of very many words : 

“ Therefore be it enafted, — That the faid.fellovvlliip, company, foclcty, and corporation 
“ fliall henceforth be incorporated, named, and called only by the name of the Fcllowfliip of 
Englifli Mej:chants for Dlfcovery of new Trades; by that name alone to continue a cor- 
“ poration for ever, with all the powers and privileges of their faid charter, or of any other 
corporation; particularly, they may purchafe lands not exceeding one hundred marks 
“ yeaily, &c. — And that no part of the continent, ides, ports, or arms of the fca of any 
“ Emperor, King, Prince, Ruler, or (iov^rnor, before the faid lirO: enterprize, not known 
“ or frequented by the fiibjcfts of this realm, and lying fiom the city of London northw^ards, 
north-wcllw^ards, or noitli-eailvvards, nor any parts now^ fubjeft to the Czar, John Bafi- 
lowitz, or to his fucceil'ors, lovcrcigns of Rudia, nor the countries of Armenia, Media, 
ilyreania, or the Cafpian Sea, nor any part of them, lhall be failed or trafficked 

into, nor frequented by any fubjcft of England, cither by themfelves or their faftors, 

“ direilly nor indiredlly, other than by the order, agreement, confent, or ratification of tlic 
“ governor, confuls, and affiflants of the faid fellowllnp, or the more part of them and their 
fuccclTors, — upon pain, for every offence, to forfeit all fuch Ihips, with their appurtenances, 
goods, and merchandizes, — one moiety to the Qiiccn, the other to tlie company. 

I. Provided, however, that it ihall be lawful for any fubjccl of this realm to fall to the 
port, town, territory, or caille of Wardhoufe, or to any of the coafts of Norway, for trade 
“ of filhing, or any other trade there ufed by Englifh fubjc£ls. 

“ II. Provided, that, for the better maintenance of the navy and mariners of tliis realm, it 
lhall not be lawful to the faid company to tranfport any commodity of this realm to their 
new trade but only in Englifh fliips, and with a majority of Englifh mariners ; ami the like 
“ in bringing into this realm, and into Flanders, any merchandize from their new trade ; on 
pain, for every offence, of forfeiting two hundred pounds, one moiety to be the QiiceiPs, 
the Ollier moiety fhall go to any Englifh port town, having a decayed harbour, that will 
“ flic for it. 

“ III. Provided, that no woollen cloths nor kerfics, unlcfs they he all drcficd, and for the 
“ molt part dyed within this realm, lliall be exported to Ruilia, by the faid company, 
“ under forfeiture of five pounds for every fuch cloth ; moiety to the Qiicen, moiety to the 
“ clothworkcrs company of London. 

“ IV. Provided, that if, in time of peace, the faid focicty fhall difeontinue wholly, for tlic 
“ fpace of three years, the difeharging their merchandize at the road of St. Nicholas Bay in 
Rulfia, or at fomc other port lying on that north coall of Rulfia, &:c. then, during the 
“ time of any fuch difcontinuance, it fhall be lawful for all the fubjccls of this realm to- trade 
t* to Narva, only in Englifh bottoms. 

“ V. Provided alfo, that every of the Queen’s ful)je£ts inhabiting the city of York, and 
‘‘ the towns of Ncwcalllc upon Tyne, Hull, and Boflon, who have, for the fpace of ten years, 
‘‘ continually traded the courfe of merchandize, and who, before the twenty-fifth of Dcccni- 
‘‘ ber, 1567, fliall contribute, join, and put in fleck to, with, and amongft the faid com- 
pany, fuch fum and fums of money as any of the faid company, which hath thoroughly con- 
“ tinued and contributed to the faid new trade from the year 1552, hath done, and before 
the faid twenty-fifth of December, 1567, lhall do, for the furniture of one ordinary, 
full, and entire portion or fharc, ajid do in all things behave himfelf as otlicrs of tjic fociety 
t 


arc 
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1566 arc bound to do, fliall, from the faid twenty-fifth of December, 1567, be accounted free, 
as one of the faid fociety and company in all refpefts.” 

I'his laft claufc, in favour of thofe northern ports, was occalloncd by their having been 
early contributors to the firft attempt for a north caft paffage. 

\Vc need only further to remark on this ftatute, that it was the firft which cftablillicd an 
exclulive mercantile corporation. 

By a ftatute of this fame eighth of Queen Elizabeth, cap. vii. for regulating the draper’s 
company in the town of Shrcwlbury, we learn, that ihelniying and felling of WcKh woollen 
cloth and lining, commonly called Wcllh cottons, frifes, and plains, was, and for a long 
time had been conftderahlc in tlial town ; tlicir draper^s company alone employing above fix 
hundred perfons, as fhcarmen or friftrs. 

Till the eighth year of that Queen, there was but one ftici iff for Surrey and Suffex, — for 
Effex and Hcrtfordlhirc, — for Soiiicrfct and Dorfet, — for Warwick anti Lciccftcrftiire, — for 
Nottingham and Deibyllhrc, and for Oxford and Bcrkfhire ; “ occafioned,” fays an aft of 
tills year, cap. xvi. “ in the beginning,” as it Ihould feem, “ for that every of the faid coun- 
“ ties were not then fo well inhabited with gentlemen of good ability to ferve in the laid office, 
“ as (thanks to God !) tliey be at prefent. And forafmuch as the fcrviccs and charges of the 
“ office of the Ihcrifwick of the laid counties is more than in times paft it hath been, and is 
‘‘ now commonly gi'cater than one flieriff is able to ferve and fupply : wherefore, Jcc. each of 
‘‘ tliofc counties arc hereafter to have a diftiiift iheriff.” Thus our incrcafe of commerce and 
people rendered this alteration ii\ the laid counties abfolntcly rcqulfitc. 

'i'hc Turks having failed in their fiege of Malta, in the year 15^)5, after lofing fifteen tliou- 
fand foldiers, and eight thoufand failors before it, they, in the year 1566, fei/ed on the ille of 
Chios, in tlic Aicliipciago, which had been long pofteircd by the Jufliniani, a Genoefo 
fiimily. 

'i'he court of Spain and the Netherlands, confidcring that ibeir true intcreft was lo preferve 
iiuitiud commerce between England and tlic Netherlands, now re-admitted the Engiiili Ibciely 
of the merchant*advenuirers, who accordingly removed from EmbJen to Antwerp, whofo 
magiftrates and people received liie Englilli again w ilh much rejoicing, 
j 5'»7 d'he commotions were now beginning in the Netherlands, when the petition of four hun- 
dred pcrlbns w’as j^refi nted to lire governefs ; and the court of Spain rafhly determining to pro- 
ceed to extremities with a people who highly prized their liberty, great and terrible were the 
c:o!ifequenccs thereof: “ for,” as Sir Vvilliam 7 ’cmplc ohferves, “ upon tlic firft report of 
“ the Duke D’Alva’s coming into tlic Netherlands, in 1567, with fo great a force as ten 
“ thoufand veteran foldiers, the trading peoi>ic of the towns and country began, in vaft num- 
“ bers, to retire qutofthc provinces, fo as the Diielicfs of Parma, the governefs-, WTotc to 
“ Philip II. that, in a few days, above one hundred thoufand men had left the country, and 
“ had withdraw n both their money and goods, and that more were following every day ; fo 
“ great an antipathy,” fays our faid famous author, ‘‘ there ever appears between merchants 
and foldiers. The governefs, forcfccing the ills that were coming, defired leave to refign, 

“ and was fnccceded by the Duke D’Alvn, whofe fevcrc and cruel proceedings, on account 
“ of the late infurreftions, and in fupport of the newly introduced inquifition, gave thofe 
motions a beginning which coft Europe fo much blood, and Spain a great part of the I.ow 
Country provinces.” 


For 
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1567 For, after the feizure, this year, of the Counts Fgmont and Horne, fiich numbers of Nc- 
therlandcrs were pevfccutcd by D’Alva, that Germany, the Eaft Country, Cleves, Embden, 
France, and England, were filled with thofe indullrious people, although the prifons in the 
Nctheilands were likewife ciowded with luch as the cruel governor could detain ; many of 
theie, •however^ efcaped out of prifon. Hcncc,” fays Metcrani Hiftoria EeJgica, lib. iii, 
“ aftcrD’ Alva had hanged, beheaded, and burned fuch numbers, yet fo many more had fled to find 
“ flicker and bread for their families in foreign parts, carrying thither arts and manufa£tures, 
“ before only known in the Netherlands, that, in England, the decayed cities and towns of 
“ Canterbury, Norwich, Sandwich, Colcheftcr, Maidftonc, Southampton, and many other 
“ towns, were filled with manufafturers of woollen, linen, filk, fuch as many wealthy 

weavers, dyers, cloth drcflTcrs, linen makers, filk throwfters, See. wliofe pofterity have, at this 
*day, a confidcrable fliare of the landed intereft in Kent, Eli'cx, See. and enjoy the honours 
hereditary, as btironets, &c. “ Juft fo,” fays this author, “ above two hundred years before,” 

i, e, a little before and about the year 1360, “ the Belgians and Flemings, by frequent 
“ inundations driven from home, firft taught the Englifli tlie art of making woollen clotli, 
“ of which they were before ignorant *, being, till then, only Ikillcd in hulbandry, keeping 
of fliecp, and war; for the Belgians and Flemings then fuppJicd the whole w'orld,” he 
.means, or Ihould have meant, on this fide the Mediterranean fca, “ with cloth. — It was now,” 
continues Meteranus, “ that liic fugitive Ncthei landers taught the Englilh the making of 
“ bayes, layes and other flight ftufi's, as alfo linen, and made their country very populous. 

So likewife,” continues he, tlic Hollanders, Zealanders, Brabanters, &c. taught not 
“ only England but (jcimany, and otlier countries, the art of filhlng, and many otiicr ma- 
“ nualarts, whereby thofe countries greatly increafed in riches and people.” 

Hereby, fay alfo our own authors, the city of Norwich, which, by Ket’s rebellion, in the 
year 1549, had been rendered almoft clcfolate, learned the making of tliofe fine and light ftufts, 
which have ever fince gone by its name, and have rendered that city not only opulent, but 
famous all over Europe. At and about Norwich alfo, the Flemings firft planted many choice 
flowers, before unknown in England : the latcft they brought were giily flowers, carnations, 
the province rofc, &c. The bay makers fettled chiefly at CoJcIicIlcr and its neighbourhood in 
the county of EfTex, which has ever fince been famous for fo ufeful and profitable a manufac- 
ture, fo much in requeft in the warmer climates of Europe and America. This manufailurc 
of bayes, together with thofe of fayes, and other flight woollen goods, arc what is ufually 
called the new drapery, as being introduced fo much later into England than the old drapery 
of broad cloth, kcrfies, &:c. It is almoft needlcfs to remark, that thofe wife mcafurcs of 
Qrjeen Elizabeth neccirarily brought great acceflions of wealth, people, and trade to her 
kingdom. 

Martin, afterwards Sir Martin Frobiflicr, made now his fiift voyage for finding a north- 
weft paflTage to the Eaft Indies. Captain Luke Fox, in his own book, in quarto, ftylcd the 
North-weft Fox, printed in the year 1635, fays, “ That Mr. Frobiflicr was fifteen years in 
“ noting and bringing up the adventure before he did attempt the fimc, which was brought 
to pafs by the help of Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick. He fet out with two harks pf 
“ twenty-five tons each, and one pinnace of ten tons, and entered the ftreight going into the 
great bay (fince named) ofHudfon, which he named Frobiflicr’s Streight; he alfo gave the 
following names to places there, viz. Queen Elizabeth's Foreland, Cape Labrador, Gabriel’: 
Ifland, Prior’s Sound, and fund ry otlier ifles, capes, and bays;’^ by which names the fame 
3 places 
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1567 places arc known on our fea charts and maps to this day. “ He brought home one of the 
favages, and alfo a kind of bright ftone, which being tried by the London goklliniths, it 
‘‘ was given out by them, that it held gold in it very richly, and arc faid to have promifed 
“ great matters, if any quantity thereof could be had which flattering hopes produced a 
fecond voyage ten years after, although no north-weft paflage was found. 

Sir Thomas Grefliam, an eminent merchant of London, who, intheftylcof thofc times, 
was called the Queen’s merchant, bccaufe he had the management of all her remittances, and 
her other money concerns with foreign ftates, and with her own armies beyond fea, now 
crefted a building in London, then efteemed a fine one, for the daily public refort of mer- 
chants, for tranfafting tlicir concerns with each other. The Queen would not have that place 
called, as in other countries, the Bourfe, but gave it the name of the Royal Exchange. Its 
figure is to be focn in fevcral hooks, confifting, like the prefent one, of a fquare piazza, with 
a building over it much like that at Grefliam College, which was Sir Thomas’s own dwelling 
lioufe. Upon its being finifhed, the Queen went in perfon, and proclaimed its name with 
the heralds-at-arms, trumpets founding, &c. It was burned down in the great conflagration, 
in the year 1666, and foon rebuilt in its prefent much greater fplendor. There w^as, before 
th is time, a place in Loml)ard--ftrect for the meeting of merchants, but it was now become 
too final 1 for that purpofe, fince commerce had fo greatly incrcafed. 

We have feen, under the year 1564 to 1566, the ill fuccefs of the French in their 
former attempts to fettle in Florida; the Spaniards having deftroyed their colony, and moft 
of their men, Laudonicr, their leader, narrowly efcaping with a few of his people, by the way 
of England. Yet, to be revenged on the Spaniards for their cruelty, one more attempt was 
made by France on Morida, in this year 1567, by Captain Gourgucs, with three fliips. LancU 
ing in Florida, he there took the Spanifli forts, putting all the Spaniards therein to the fvvorcl; 
but not having ftores fulTicient for his remaining there, he re-embarked, promifing the Indians 
to return the following year, and arrived in France in the year 1568. It was thought that the 
prudent mcafurc taken by Laudonicr the preceding year, by means of his alliances, &c. with 
the natives, promifed good fuccefs, had he been fccondcd from home. It was conjedtured, 
that the Admiral Coligny intended Florida as a Jaft refuge for thofc of his own perfualion, the 
Protcilants of France, forefeeing that probably, fooner or later, they would be overpowered, 
by the Catholics ; yet no further attempts were made for their re-fettling in Florida. 

We muft here obferve, that in all thofe voyages to, and difeoveries of Florida, there were 
many plaufibk accounts given of gold and filver mines, pearls, and precious ftoncs, which 
the more complete difeoveries of later times have found to be entirely fabulous. And this re- 
mark may be applied to almoft all the firft attempts of the Englifli for fcttlemcnts in both the 
iflands and continent of America. 

568 It happened in this year, that forae flups of Bifcay were, by the French, chafed into the 
ports of Plymouth, Falmouth, and Southampton; whereupon, Queen Elizabeth detained a 
large fum of money found in tliofc fliips, to the amount of two hundred thoufand piftolcs, 
upon a prefumption of its belonging to Spaniards ; yet it being afterwards found to be 
the property of certain Genoefe, who intended to form a bank in the Netherlands, flic 
reftored the fame to them : nevcrtbelcfs, the Duke D’Alva took this occafion to feize on the 
effefts® of the Englilh merchant-adventurers at Antwerp, to the value of about one hundred 
thoufand pounds ftcrliiig, as our Queen, by way of reprifals, did on the Netherlanders and 
bpaiiifh fliips and elTefts in England, to the value of about two hundred thoufand pounds 

ftcrliiig 
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1568 flerling; for, in tliofc times, the Ncthcrlanclers and Spaniards had more lliips and clTcas 111 
England than the Englilh had in thole countrits, how different foever the cafe may be in thefe 
clays. 7‘his obliged our merchant-advcntiircrs company to remove from Antwerp to Ham- 
bnrg, from whence, through the inllucnce of the Emperor, they wxre obliged to remove to 
Staden* where ^they remained till the year I597> though much clilliirbcd by the llanfeatic- 
league, (becaufc Queen Elizabeth had put the merchants of the Steelyard on an equal looting 
with her own fubjefts, in rcfpeil to cullom on cloth, &c. exported.) W'hcn the Englilh 
merchant-adventurers lull: came to fettle at Stndcn, it was fo unmcrcantilc a town, that there 
were then no other merchants found there ; but, during the time that company remained theic, 
Staden wonderfully increalcd in wealth and buildings. 

On the fubjcdl of the above fciziirc of money, hleteranus ohferves, that the Gcnoele mcr- 
'chants in England requefted fjuecn Elizabctli to detain the fame, becaufc the Kijig of Si):iin 
had, without fcavc, taken that money to his own ufe, and was fending it thus by Ea to tlic 
Duke U'AIva for his own occafions in Flanders. And, according to Metcraiuis, a treaty was 
fet on foot at Rriflol, (Brilhn^v \u Amiia)^ in the yeai 1574, for dilciilling thofe difiicultics, 
which WTi'c adjufted, and commerce on both lidcs renewed, on the ancient footing, at Bruges, 
in 1576. 

King Charles IX. of France, continued to dillrefs and pcrfccutc his Protcflant fubjeffs, 
notwithftanding the nianifcll prejudice of fiich conduct to the true inlcrcll of himlclf and Ins 
kingdom, by driving great numbers of liis mod indullrious fubjc^is into foreign countries ; 
concerning which hardlliip of his people, of her own pcrl'ualion, (^ueen Elizabeth, bv her 
ambaffador Norris, frequently and earneftly rcnionllrated ; and pariicularly in this year, Cam- 
den, in her hidory, acquaints us, “ That llic exhoited !iim not t(; incenlc l;is good pe^^ple, 
“ (the Protedants) by trying arbitrary and dangerous experiments ; but ratlier to l)evvaie of 
“ thofe bad miniders, who, by driving out his bed fu! jefts, did hut weaken the power of 
France to fuch a degree, as to leave it an cafy prey to luch as dedred to didurb it.’’ But 
not being lidened to, Ihe tlicreupon found hcrlelf obligee! to aifid tliofc didrefied people, by 
gencroudy fending them one hundred thoufand angels, (fiys Camden) with warlike ammuni- 
tion, as they now rcligioufly proteded, that they took up arms againd their King merely or 
foiely for their own defence, (^leen Elizabeth therefore received and cntertaiiicd couitcouily 
all fuch French Protedants as dccl into England from pcrfccution at home, l^y whicli wife pro- 
ceeding fhe contributed to the incrcafe of tiic riches and populourncfs of her own kingdom. 

The Englilh Ruffia company’s frefh adventure tlirough Ruffia into Ferlia began in this year, 
and laded to 1573, according to Hakluyt, and would have proved exceeding profitalde, had 
they not, on their return iji eroding tlic Cafpian Sea, laden witli Pcrfian raw l.ik, wrought 
dlks of many kinds, galls, carpets, Indian fpices, turquois ftoncs, t^cc.) been roldud by Col- 
fack pirates, to the value of about forty thoufand pounds llerling j ibmc fmali part oi' whicli, 
however, they recovered by vcffels fent out from Adracan, 

In the fame year, Queen Elizabeth fent Sir Thomas Randolph her ambaffador to Rudia. 
He landed at St. Nicliolas, in the White Sea, which he deferibes to be only an abbey, wiili 
three or four houfes bcfide, and a houfe built by the Englidi company. Seventy-five miles up 
tlic river Dwina flood the town of Colmogro, and feven hundred and fifty mile s from thb fe:i 
ftood Vologda, a town of great trade ; from thence he travelled over land five hundred Eng- 
lifli miles to Mofeow, through a country well inhabited.— That after much waiting and cere- 
mony, 
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1568 mony, he obtained of the Czar his whole demands in favour of the company in the year fol- 
lowing, as will be fecn under that year. 

The tyranny and cruelty of the Spaniards towards the Moors, who ftill remained in great 
numbers in the countries of Granada and Murcia, occafioned, in the year 1568, a terrible in- 
furreftion of thofc people, which lafted almoft two years. For although King Ferdinand and 
Queen Ifabella had (as has been related under the year 1492) conquered Granada, the lafl 
IVloorifh kingdom in Spain, and had then driven vaft numbers of Moors out of Spain, yet 
there fl-iil remained a great number in Granada and Murcia, who, to keep their eftates there, 
outw'ardly made profeflion of Chriilianity, though really, in their hearts, were ftill Mahome- 
tans, notwithftanding their complying to go to mafs, &c. The bigoted Romifh clergy had, 
before this time, frequently promoted perfccutions on tliat fcoreagainft thofe miferable people, 
and particularly againft thofc of the Albaizin, a quarter in the city of Granada, where great 
numbers of very rich Itloorifh merchants inhabited, as did alfo fome of •their nobility, and of 
tlic blood of their ancient Moorifli kings, reckoned to amount to ten thoufand men lit for war. 
In other towns alfo of the late kingdom of Granada, particularly on the mountainous parts, 
there were above one hundred thoufand families of Moors, mod of whom were flicphcrds and 
farmers. All thefe were the defeendants of thofc Moors, to whom King Ferdinand and Queen 
rllabclla had, at their cpnqucft of Granada, promifed that they and their pofterity flioulJ re- 
main tlicre with all lafety and liberty, without being compelled to change their religion, lb 
Jong as they obferved the laws, and paid the fame taxes as other fubjefts. But that had been 
long before broken through, after a dout relillance by the Moors of Alpuxarra, who, Sn the 
end, were forced to fubmit to an agreement, that all the Moors who would not turn Chrif- 

tians, Ihould depart out of Spain;” thefe removing to the oppolite Ihores of Barbary, their 
podcrity had to this day retained an implacable hatred againd the perfecutors of their ancef- 
tors. Such as remained in Spain, and conformed outwardly to the edabliflied religion of that 
country, were termed by the Spaniards, New Chridians ; and they had been often grievoufly 
harradid by the clergy and the inquifition, and now at length were compelled to fend all their 
children to fchools, wherein they were to be taught the Cadilian tongue only. — They were, 
moreover, forbid to keep any Arabic books in their houfes, the doors whereof were to be 
kept open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, that any might enter and fee what they did.— 
Tlicy were now alfo to leave their Moorilh drefs, and to wear a Spanilh one. — I'o leave olF 
the ufc of baths. — To aflid at mafs on all Sundays, fcdivals, &c. — All which was .to be done 
under feverc penalties ; wherefore they lived in continual vexation. — It can therefore be little 
wondered at, that the Moors, whole religion, language, garb, and manners were now no lon- 
ger to be tolerated, fliouid rebel, as thinking themfclvcs, what they in truth were, in a worfc 
condition than llavcs. In their fird fury they murdered all the Spaniards they could find in the 
country of Alpuxarra, clpccially the clergy, robbing and burning of churches, &c. They 
elefted a King, andat fird had many followers all along the coad, even as far as Gibraltar, On 
the mountains, near the fea Ihorc, they fortified themfclvcs, in hope of luccours from their 
brethren of Barbary, and from Condantinoplc, and kept up an army of many tlioiifands : 
whereupon, Don John of Audria, was brought out of Italy for the fuppreffion of fo dangerous 
an infurreftion. But thofc Moors were neither well armed nor difeiplined ; though bad as tlicir 
condition was, they were able to feizc and to maintain fcvcral towns, cadlcs, and forts, and to 
do incredible mifehief wdiercvcr they came. They were, however, at length difarmed, when King 
Philip II. promifed that they fliould not be moleded, provided they would behave peaceably, 
Vql. II, R and 
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1568 and that they fhould remove from their inacceflible cafllcs and precipices in the mountains of 

Andalulia and Murcia, and fettle in l^el countries ; for the fame rcalbn that tlic Emperor 
Trajan had removed the ancient Spaniards, viz. becaufe they were accuftomed frequently to 
rebel, relying on a fimilar fituation. 

To cr>ncludc ; — this inteftine war is faid to have coft King Philip five millions of crowns, 
and the lives of thirty thoufand Spaniards ; on the fide of the Moors fo great a multitude of 
all ages and of both fexes was deilroyed as is almoll incredible ! How much wifer and happier 
had it been for Spain to have gradually gained over thofe poor people by gcntlencls and kind- 
nefs to their religion and interclls, than by blood and violence : which not only tended to in- 
creafe their obftinacy and abhorrence of their opprcflbrs, but to inipovciiih and depopulate 
the country. This was the opinion of the famous Prefident De Thou, ('1 Imani, lib. xlviii.) 
tliough he lived in a country tliat very much piirfucd the like pernicious methods v\ Itli rcfpcdl 
to the French pfotellants, the befh and moll induftrious part of tlic people of France. (Vide 
alfo De Mayerne’s general Hiftoryof Spain, lib. xxix.) 

1-569 Every thing, in this century, gradually tended to improvement in a mercantile fenfe. The 
author has in his pofleffion the firfl; work ever publiflicd in England on the art of Italian mer- 
chants-accounts, or Book-keeping by Double-entry ; it is a folio, printed at London, in the 
year 1569, in a black letter, the autlior James Pceie. I'he ilylc is obfolcte ; (for inftance, 
on the left-liand page of the ledger, making inllcad of A Dr. it is y/oweth, and on the right- 
hand page or credit fide, A is due to have) yet he has fufficiently tefiified, that he underfiood 
the true grounds and principles of doubly-cntry accounts full as w^ell as fomc who have writ- 
ten much later. In his preface, he fays, “ That many merchants themfelves were fond 
“ of learning of him, and of getting their apprentices to be taught by him ; and that although 
the art be in a manner new in England, yet it had been long ufed by merchants in foreign 
parts.” 

In all probability, this art of double-entry accounts had its rife, or at leaft its revival, 
amongft the mercantile cities of Italy ; pofiibly, it might be firft known at Venice, about the 
time that numeral algebra was taught there, from the principles of which fcicncc double-entry, 
or what we call merchants accounts feems to have been deduced, viz. about the middle of the 
fifteenth century, though it did not reach England until commerce (about this time) began to 
be confiderable. It is faid, that Lucas de Burgo, a friar, was the firfl European author, who 
publiflied his algebraic work at Venice, in the year 1494. 

The very judicious and ingenious Simon Stevin, of Bruges, publiflied a fmall folio in 
French at Leyden, in the year 160 intitled, * Livre dc Comptede Prince a la Maniere d’lta- 
* lie : En Domaine et Finance extraordinaire. — Contenant cc en quoi s’cft exercc Ic trcs-illuflrc, 

‘ tres-cxccllent Prince and Seigneur, Maurice, Prince d’ Orange, &c.” If Prince Maurice 
praftifed this art, with refpeft to all his principalities, domains, and finances, it is not im- 
probable that he was the firft fovereign Prince that ever did, and poflibly the laft that ever will 
defeend to fo frugal, or merchant-like, a piece of axonomy. 

This Simon Stevin, faid by fomc to have been the inventor of Decimal Arithmetic, (and to 
whom particularly Mr. Wotton, in his fine Reflexions upon Ancient and Modern Learnings 
cap. XXX. exprefsiy aferibes that very ufeful invention) had, it feems, amongft other parts *of 
mixed mathematics, taught the famous Maurice, Prince of Orange, this art of boolt-kceping, 
much to his honour. At the conclufion of that work, Stevin fubjoins his rcafons for con- 
jefturing, that this ingenious art was not firft invented in Italy fo lately as fomewhat above 
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1569 two or near three hundred years ago, as many have conjeftured ; but that the very fame art, or 
at Icaft fomething nearly refcmbling it, was known at Rome in Julius Caefar’s time, more 
cfpecially from the very near rcfemblancc of the names of the mercantile books then in ufe to 
thofe of modern times, viz. 

MODERN BOOKS. ANCIENT BOOKS. 

1. The Ledger (Grand LivreJ Tabula accept! ct expcnji* 

2 . Debit and Credit - jicceptum et Expenfum, 

3. Articles polled into the Ledger Nomina tranjlata in Tabulas^ 

4. An Article not polled - Nomen jacens, 

5 . Waftc Book, or, perhaps, the Journal Book Adverfaria. 

“ Which terms” fays Stevin, “ may be found in many Latin authors and he tells us, 
that one fide of the ancient Romans great book (or ledger) ferved fora debit-lide, and the 
other for a credit-lide, as appears plainly from a palTage of Pliny’s Natural Hiftory, lib. ii. 
“ cap. 7, where, fpeaking of fortune, he fays, Huic omnia expenfa^ huic omnia feruntur accept a ^ 
et in tota ratione mortalium f»la utramqtie paginam facitJ*^ He concludes with further con- 
jefturing, “ tliat not only the ancient Romans had this art of doubly-entry book-keeping long 
“ amongfl them, but that they originally received it, as they did the greateft part of all their 
“ knowledge, from the Greeks.” Be that as it may, we mull furely admit this to be a very 
curious piece cf hiilory and mercantile criticifm. 

In a treatife, firft written in the year 1569, and dedicated to the famous Robert Earl of 
Leiccficr, inti tied, A difeourfe upon Ufury, by Dr. Thomas Wilfon, fecond edition, 1572, 
there is mention made of the Orphans Fund of the city of London, out of which an annual 
intcrcil was then payable to their ufe. Wc have before remarked, that the firft time we find 
mention of this fund or bank, was under the year 1391. 

Some difference arifing, in this year, between the Czar of Mufeovy and the Englilli Rulfia 
merchants, or their faftors, Queen Elizabeth difpatched thither Sir Thomas Randolph, who 
concluded a new treaty for them with the Czar, and again granted them an exemption from 
all cuftoms, alfo, as formerly, leave to tranfport their merchandize to Perfia, &c. though 
other foreign merchants were not allowed, fays Camden, to trade beyond the city of Mofeow. 
The prafticc of the Englilh, in thofe times, was to tranfport their goods in veffels fcooped out 
of one entire tree up the Dwina to Vologda, from thence over land, in feven days, to Jerollaw, 
and fo down the great river Volga, in thirty days, to Aftracan, near its mouth ; at which place 
they nexteroffed the Cafpian Sea ; and from thence paffed through the vaft defarts to Teverin 
and Calbin, cities of Perfia, hoping at length to difeover Cathay or China. But by reafon 
of the war between the Turks and Perfians, and the robberies of the Barbarians, ‘‘ the Lon- 
“ doners, (/. e, the Company) were difeouraged” according to Camden, “ from purfuing 
this glorious cnterprizc.” 

It was no fmall mortification to our wife Queen Elizabeth, that, having no military ftorcs 
of her own produftion, fiic was ftill neceflitated to buy all her gunpowder and naval ftores from 
the German Steelyard merchants at their own prices, there being as yet but few Englifli mer- 
chants dealing in that way ; and this was one of her greateft inducements for encouraging this 
ancl other commercial companies of her own merchants ; and in confequence of her favour, her 
own merchants of Ruffia, and of the two cider companies named of the Staple, and of the 
Mcrchants-Adventurers, were confidcrably increafing in trade ; the former in the exportation 
of our wool, which was not as yet legally prohibited, and the latter of our doth ; both of 

^ 2 them 
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1569 them to the advancement of the Queen’s revenue. This made the Hanfeatics labour to ren- 
tier tliufc companies obnoxious to other nations by various calumnies; yet, in fpite of their 
malice, an univerfal fpirit of adventuring to foreign parts for difeovery and traffic, as well as 
for improving of manufafturcs at home, daily increafed in England ; fo that the Englifli foon 
became an overmatch for the declining Hanfeatics, in naval flrength, commerce, and riches ; 
whofe threatenings, therefore, the (^lecn began to difregaid ; lo that even Joannes Angelius a 
Werdenhagen, their hillorian, acknowledges, (but a few years later than this year) that Eng- 
land, in all thofc three refpeds, excelled both the Ilans-towns and other nations, as alfo in 
the bravery of their commanders and iailors. And Hamburg, ihougli a potent Hans-town, 
which had formerly rejefted the Englifli merchants, now began to court tlieir refidcnce there, 
fo that they accordingly removed thitlierin the year 1569, from Embden ; and from whence 
They foon extended their commerce all over Saxony, and into Prulha and Ruflia, to the no 
fmall jealoufy affo of the court of Denmark. 

The Florentines Iiad continued in their republican Hate, though with much fa< 5 lion and 
flrife, ever fince their rejeftion of Peter dc Medicis, their Prince, for his making a private 
treaty with King Charles Vlll. of France, until the year 1511 ; when, by the affillancc of 
the Spanifli King, Ferdinand the Catholic, the Medici family was reftored. They were, 
however, once more expelled in 1529; but the next year the Emperor Charles V. having 
married his natural daughter Margaret, to Alexander de Medicis, he fei/.ed on the city of Flo- 
rence, appointing the faid Alexander to be their Governor ; but he being llain, the people 
elected his kinfman Cofitio de Medicis, who, in the year 1569, was, by Pope Pius^, de- 
clared King of Tufeany. However, the Emperor Maximilian II. greatly oppofmg that too 
lofty title, Cofmo thereupon aflumed the title of Grand Duke of Tufeany and Florence, 
which title remains annexed to the fovcrelgnty of that fine country to this day. 

1^70 The Turkifli Sultan, Selim II. after two years refjflancc, becomes maftcr of the niofl: fam- 
ous, fair, and fertile ifle of Cyprus, which the Venetians had held ninety-five years ; in the 
poflefling thcmfelves of which ifland much llaughtcr and cruelty was committed by the Turks, 
after the two principal fortreflTcs, Nicofia and Famagofla, had fuftained defperate fieges ; the 
principal fuccours intended to be fent not being got ready in time, although the confederate 
fleet confifted of one hundred and eighty-one light gallics, viz. one hundred and twenty-four 
of Venice, forty-five of Spain, and twelve of the Pope’s, befide twelve great Venetian gallics, 
and fourteen Venetian large ftiips of war, and a great number of tranfport veflels. 'Fhcic 
were, in this intended fleet, fifteen thoufand hired foot foldicrs, befides many gentlemen vo- 
lunteers. But it is faid that the Spanifli Admiral, Doria, hearing that Nicofia, the piincipal 
city, was taken by the Turks before he could reach Cyprus, and being alfo afraid of the 
flrength of the Turkifli fleet, wliich confifted of above two hundred fail, withdrew from the 
reft, not much to his credit, and fo they all returned. The Turks having, four years before, 
feized on the ifle of Chios from the Gcuoefc, the Englifli forbore trading thither for fomc 
time. 

After the many conquefts made by the Turks in the Levant, more efpecially that of 
Rhodes, it is no wonder that the Venetians could hold Cyprus no longer : — it came into 
their hands by the Senate’s adopting of Catherine Carnaro, its laft Queen, for their daughter, 
her hufband being dead without iffue, and £hc being the daughter of a noble Venetian qf that 
name. 
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1570 The Prince of Orange having withdrawn into Germany, for the purpofe of raifing an army to 
oppofc the Duke d’AWa, Governor of the Netherlands, certain fliips commillioned from that 
prince, after capturing and deftroying all Spanifli Ihips near the Netherlands, landed on the 
ifle of Voornc, aHaultcd and carried the town of Bricl, pulling down the Popifli images in the 
churches, and making open profeiTion of the Proteftant religion : they likevvife protefted 
againfl the taxes and the tyranny of the Spanifh government. Whereupon they were immedi- 
ately feconded by the revolt of moil part of the cities and towns of Holland, Zealand, and 
Weft Frielland, who expelled the Spanifli garrifons, and renouncing their fidelity to King 
Philip 11 . fvvore allegiance to William Prince of Orangc^as their Stadtholder. It is unnccef- 
fary, in this place, to tire the reader with a tedious detail of what may be found in all the hif- 
torics of Europe, viz. the Prince of Orange’s returning with a frefli army from Germany, by 
which he was, after many difficulties, enabled effcdVually to fupport the revolters, fo as to have 
been the principal iiiftrumcnt of cftablifhing the Republic of the Seven United Provinces. 

How greatly the rates or cxpence of living, and of national and public, as well as private, 
cxpcnces arc changed and enhanced, fince the time we are now confidering, we have a fpcci- 
men from the authority of that great and judicious Antiquarian, Sir Robert Cotton, (in a 
trafl of his, written in the year 1609, intitled. The Manner and Means how the Kings of 
England have, from Time to Time, fupported and repaired their Eftates, — and printed in an 
ortavo book in 1651, intitled Cottoni l^ofthuma) who relates, ‘‘ That in this twclftli year of 
“ Chiccn Elizabeth, the yearly profits of the kingdom, befide the wards and dutchy of Lan- 
cafler, was one hundred and eiglity-cight thoufand one hundred and ninety-feven pounds 
‘‘ four lliillings ; and, on the other hand, the yearly payments and affignments amounted to 
“ one hundicd and ten thoufand fix hundred and twelve pounds thirteen fliillings of which 
the hoiifhold was forty tliouiand pounds ; the privy purfc, two thoufand pounds ; theadini- 
rally, thiity thoufand pounds; which,” fays he, “ by an an eftiinatc in May 1604, was 
forty thoufanil pounds, and is now” (that is, in 1609) fwolne to near fifty thoufand 
‘‘ pounds ycarlv, by the error and abufc of officers !” 

By the “ profit of the kingdom,” as thus deferibed, was then meant all the Queen’s an- 
nual income from her manors and lands, her cuftoms her efeheats, &c. for fhe raifed no 
taxes on her people in times of peace. This annual profit therefore, though not pre- 
ciiciy alike in every year, was pretty nearly the fame, commimibiis annh^ one year with ano- 
ther. 

The firft of thofc fowls, called by the Englifti, Turkeys, and the French, Poules d’ Indcs, 
were laid to have been brought from Mexico; and were, in this year 1570, ferved up as a 
great rarity at the nuptial fcaft of King Charles IX. of France. Poffibly, our firft traders to 
Turkey, feeing thofc fowls at Aleppo, he. might occafion the name which they now have, of 
'Fin key fowls, to have been given them. 

1571 The lofs of lb important an ifland as Cyprus, taken laft year from Venice by tlic Turks, 
had fo far alarmed Chrirtendom, or rather indeed thofe Chriftian ftates bordering on the Medi- 
terranean Sea (and therefore more immediately expofcJ to future danger) that, in the vear 1571, 
King Philip 1 1 . of Spain, Pope Pius V. and the State of Venice, concluded a league oftenfive 
againjl the Sultan Selim II. It had been fo long in agitation, and in adjufting all the punc 
tilios and cautious conditions of three wary and jealous courts, that, in the mean time, Cy- 
prus was loft.. At length, however, after various motions, the combined fleet, confiftmg of 
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1571 two hundred and five gallics, encountered the Turkifli one of two hundred and feventjr veflels 
of all forts. The Chriftian fleet was commanded in chief by Don John of Auftria, which, 
in the Gulp!) of Lepanto, obtained a moll lignal and complete viftory, though a very bloody 
one ; for the Chriftians had feven thoufind fix hundred and fifty-fix men killed, and the 
Turks about thirty thoufand, befidcs the lofs of much money and other rich booty. The di- 
vifion of the^ips, artillery, and prifoners, was as follows, viz. 

1. To the Venetians, forty-four gallics, one hundred and thirty-one cannon, and one thou« 
fand one hundred and fixty-two prifoners. 

2. To the Pope, twenty-one gallics, fifty-four cannon, and eight hundred and cighty-onc 
prifoners. 

But I find no mention of any Turkifli booty taken or claimed by Spain. Notwithllanding 
this great overthrow, the Ottomans foon recovered their former ftrength at fea, fo as to be 
able gradually to gain from Venice almoll all the reft of their Levantine territories, to which 
the Sultans pretended a plaufible title, in right of their conqueft of the Greek empire, from 
which thofe very territories and ifles had been, with equal juftice, raviflied by Venice. 

After this fuccefsful naval viftory, Venice laboured inceifantly, the year following, to bring 
the confederates again to unite their fleets againfl the common enemy, on which, ho\vcvcr, 
they did not fucceed ; fo that they were forced to manage matters as well as they could, by 
making peace with the Turks. 

In this fame thirteenth year of Queen Elizabeth, an aft of Parliament palfed, cap. iii. 

I hat, for the increafe of tillage, and the maintenance and increafe of the navy and niari- 
“ ners of the realm, corn of all kinds may be exported, when the prices at home arc fo low, 
“ as that no proclamation to the contrary Ihall be iflTued ; yet, even in this cafe, the (^iicen 
‘‘ referves the cuftoms due thereon to her, as therein fpecified.” This is the third law made 
purpofely for the benefit of the farmers, in the bufinefs of the exportation of corn. 

In the faid thirteenth year of Queen Elizabeth, an aft of Parliament, cap. xlv. direfts, 

That all the ftatutes made in the twelfth year of King Edward IV. concerning the bringing 
“ in of a certain number of bow-ftaves,’^ (viz. four for every ton of merchandize) “ and, 
“ according to the weight or value of other wares, lhalLfrom henceforth be duly put in cxe- 

cution : and further cnafls, that all merchant-ftrangers, importing wares into this realm 

from the eaft parts, as well as from the feventy-two Hans-towns, be comprized and meant 
“ under the name of, and bound, as the merchants mentioned and bound by the faid fla- 
‘‘ tutes.” 

We mention this obfolete law% purely to fliew that, in thofe times, they were not al- 
ways fcrupuloufiy exaft in the penning of their laws ; which, confcqucntly, are not ab- 
folutely to be depended on ; fince it is certain, that, at the time of making this law, there 
were not near fo many as feventy-two towns in the general Hanfeaiic confederacy, as feveral 
of thofe towns had, before this time, deferted that league. Yet it may poflibly be faid, in juf- 
tification of the penners of this ftatute, that the entire feventy-two towns might Hill have 
been meant or intended to be included therein, although they were not all members of that 
confederacy at this time. 

. We have feen, under the year 885, upon what judicious account King Alfred divided the 
ftreams, and thereby fpoiled the navigation of the river Ley, or Lea, running from the town 
of Ware through part of Hertfordfhire, till 'at length, dividing Eflfex from Middlefex, it fails, 
into the Thames near Blackwall. That fraall river remained almoft in the fame jinnavigable 
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1571 condition until the reign of King Henry VI. 1424, when an aft of Parliament pafled (being 
the third year of his reign) cap. v. and another in 1430, being the ninth of the fame King, 
cap. ix. both which appointed commiffioners to retain perfons to fcour and amend that river ; 
neither of which ftatutes, however, produced any great effeft. Wherefore, in this thirteenth 
year of Queen Elizabeth, an aft pafled, cap. xviii. “ direfting a new cut or trench to be made 
within ten years, (at the charge of the Lord Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of Lon- 
don) whereby that river was to be made to convey all viftuals, corn, and other neccflliries, 
‘‘ from the town of Ware to the city of London, and from London to Ware/’ Jly this aft 
that river was reftored to its ancient channel, and made more commodious than perhaps it 
had ever before been, for the conveyance of meal, mulf, corn, &cc. out of Hertfordfliire to 
London, fo that a very confiderable expence of land carriage has been faved ever fince to the 
Londoners, as well as to the countries near Ware for London goods. 

Camden, in his Britannia, obferves, that this great benefit was principally owing to the 
Lord Burleigh, Lord Treafurer to Queen Elizabeth, by which the town of Ware became con- 
fiderable. It is, indeed, probable, that Ware had no exiftence as a town in King Alfred’s 
time, nor perhaps a confiderable time after. It is, however, mentioned in the above named 
aft of the year 1424, and, even by means of that aft, and that of 1430, fmall flat-bottomed 
boats might probably have navigated between London and Ware, although large laden barges 
could not pafs till this period. 

The Cappers, or Knit-Capmakers of England, obfervingthe great incrcafe of the wear of 
hats made of felt, had, before this time, obtained an aft of Parliament, for preventing any 
foreign materials from being worked up into hats. But that not anfwering fully, they, in this 
thirteenth year of Queen Elizabeth, obtain a fccond law, cap. xix. purporting, “ That every 
perfoii above feven years of age, fliould wear, on Sundays and Holidays, a cap of w’ool, 
knit, made, tliickcd, and drcTeJ in England, and drefled only and finiflicd by fonic of the 
“ trade of cappers, on the forfeiture of three (hillings and four pence for every day fo ncglcft- 
** cd to be worn ; cxccjiting, however, out of this aft, maids, ladies, and gentlewomen, and 
every lord, knight, and gentleman, of twenty marks in land, and their heirs ; and alfo fuch 
“ as have born office ofworfliip in any city, town, or (hire, and alfo the wardens of the Lon- 
“ don companies.” Ncvcrthelcfs, the fafhion of felt hats prevailing fo ftrongly, as the very 
penning of that aft feemed to portend it would, as well by reafon of their fuperior flrcngtli, 
Jightnefs, and beauty, as alfo of tlicir being much better adapted to fereen from and keep out 
fun and rain, the knit caps are long fince driven out, and are only to be feen in feme of the 
poorefl: and more remote parts of the kingdom. 

In this fame year, the ftrects to Whitechaplc Bars and its neighbourhood, in the eaflern 
fuburbs of London, were, by a law, cap. xxiii. direfted to be paved. And, cap. xxiv. alfo 
all the flrcets of the town of Ipfwich. 

We have feen the blind zeal of a Parliament of the fifth and fixth years of King Edward VI. 
in 1552, in their law againfl: iifury, or of ufe or iiitcreft for money, cap. xx. But our Je- 
giflators were now become more enlightened, in the reign of a moft penetrating Monarch and 
Miniftry ; for the immenfe quantities of money or bullion now conllantly brought into En- 
' rope from America, and fliipping, commerce, and manufaftures alfo greatly incrcafing, whilll 
but v^ry little, if any, of our filver was as yet carried to the Eaft Indies ; from all fuch confi- 
derations, it appeared, that there were now confiderable fums of money ready to be lent out 
by fuch as were not immediately engaged in commerce, nor had laid their money out in the 
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1571 purchafc of lands, &c. Money, moreover, beginning now to be confidered as much a com- 
modity as other things, and that therefore it was reafonablc its pofl'eflbrs Ihould improve it as 
mucli as thofc did who were polTefled of lands, houfes, or merchandize; for where is the dif- 
ference between taking ten pounds at the- year’s end /or the ufe of one hundred pounds in 
money lent for that time, and a merchant’s felling goods, which he had juft bought for one 
hundred pounds ready mojiey, for which the buyer agrees to pay him one hundred and ten 
pounds at the year’s end In this thirteenth year, therefore, of Qiiccn Elizabeth, an a£t of 
Parliament pafled, cap. viii. reviving that of the thirty-feventh year of King Henry VIII, 
cap. ix, for cftablifhing the rate of intereft at ten per ccjit per annum. I'hc preamble fet$ 
forth, ** that the prohibition aft of King Edward VI. had not done fo much good as was 
hoped for; but that rather the faid vice of ufury, and efpecially by falc of wares and fhifts 
“ of intcreft, hath much more exceedingly abounded, to the utter undoing of many gentle- 
men, mercjtants, occupiers, and others, and to the importable hurt of the Common- 
wealth; as well, for that, in the faid late aft, there is no provifion againft fuch corrupt 
“ fliifts and fales of wares, as alfo for that there is no difference of punilhment upon the great- 
er or Icfler exaftions or oppreftions, by reafon of loans upon ufury. It was therefore now 
enafted, that the faid law of the thirty-feventh of King Henry VI II. be revived ; and that' 
** all bonds, contrafts, and aflurances, collateral or other, to be made for payment of any 
principal money to be lent, or covenant to be performed, upon or for any ufury, in Icnd- 
ing or doing of any thing againft the faid aft now revived, upon or by which Joan or doing 
there lhall be referved or taken above the rate of ten pounds for tlie hundred for one year, 
fhall be utterly void.” 

Neverthelds, when, after reading this laft claufe, fo plainly allowing of ufury, that Is to 
fay intcreft of money, (for the word, as already elfewhere related, had then no other import 
than the w^ord intcreft has in modern times) to go at ten per cent, wt come to read the next 
following paragraph, it does not convey the moft advantageous idea of thole Protcllaac (and 
one would think better enlightened) lawgivers, thus to juggle with mankind, viz. 

And forafmuch as all ufury, being forbidden by the law of God, is fui and dctcftable ; be 
it enafted, that all ufury, loan, and forbearijig of money, or giving days for forbearing of 
“ money, byway of loan, chevifance, fhifts, fale of wares, contraft, or other doings what- 
“ foever for gain,— whereupon is referved or taken, or covenanted to be referved, paid, or 
“ given to the lender, contraftor, fliifter, forbea»:er, or deliverer, above the fum of ten pounds 
for the loan or forbearing of one bundled pounds for one year, — fhall forfeit fo much as 
fliall be referved by way of ufury above the principal, for any money fo to be lent or for- 
born, &c.” 

Thus, although the Icgiflaturc knew, that every one who had occafion, did either give or 
take intereft for money, yet the old prepoffellions againft the lawfulncfs of ufury or intcreft, 
were then flill fo ftrong and univerfal, that fomewhat was thought ncccffary to be faid againft 
the very thing they now found themfclves compelled to re-eftablilh for the welfare of the 
nation. 

JV. jB. By an aft of the thirty- ninth of Queen Elizabetli, cap. xviii, this aft was made per- 
petual. , 

Although the filver coins of England, was, before this time, reduced to th«» very fame 
weight and finenefs as in our days, yet the falaries of many royal officers were ftill fo fmall, as 
to make it reafonabJy be conjeftured, that the rate or expcnce of living was about four times as 
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v$Ti clieap ns at prefent. Thot, !h tht iSfiMienth volaioe, p. ^94, of idbe 7<»it$ta, the falary of the 
leader gunner of the city of Carlisle was hoi one shilling, per day, or eighteen pbonds five Ibll- 
iingt yearly ; wheat' being then at eight ihilUnga per t^uarter; fo that Ifia iTaiary would then go 
as far as feventy -three pounds or more, .in ottr time*. 

Although it muft be allowed, that the C»af,^ or Great Duke of Ruilia, John BafiJbwita, or 
Vazilowita, was properly the firft of tbe'Ruffian Prince* who raifed his country from obfcu- 
rity, by the great conquefts he made of large provinces ; conquering Plefcow and Great Novo- 
grod from tire Lithuanians, as well as the two Tartar kingdonts of Cafan and Aftracan, &c. 
Yet his ravage fiercenefs and cruehies railed fuch hatred agalnft him, that his nobles, though 
Chriftians, were provoked fo far, as to' call in the Khan of Crim Tartary, a Maliomeun, in 
or nearly about this fame year 1571, who not only ravaged a great part of Ruffia, but burned 
down the capital city of Mofcow, (in which city, according to PulFendorf, there were then 
one hundred anJ eighty thoufand houfes, though almoft all of timber) by which cruel event, 
the Englifh company loll above one hundred thoufand roubles, the Whole of which the Czar 
promifed to make good to them, but did not kcfp his word. 

In the fame year, Mr. Anthony Jenkinfon, who had before made three voyages to RulEa, 
was appointed ambaflador from Queen Elizabeth to this Grand-Duke, John Bafilowitz; but 
at his arrival, he found the Czar had fufpended the Company’s privileges, through the bad 
conduft of fome of their fervaiits, tlie envy of fome irregular Englilh traders, and the mifrepre- 
fentations of the Ruffian ambaffitdor returned from England, who could not bring Queen Eli- 
zabeth into all his mailer’s views. The company had alfo many lofles, by Ihipwrecks, by the 
J’oliffi pirates at fca, and by had debts, &c. and were now, in pther refpefts, in a bad fitua- 
tion ; yet Jenkinfon had fo much addrefs, as to obtain a reftoration of their privileges from 
the Czar, and fatisfaflion for fome part of their loiTes, although the greateft part was never 
made good to them. 

1572 Ever lince the year 1553, Englilh had, at various times, traded to the coafi of Guinea, 
notwithllanding the claim of the Portuguefe epurt to an exclullve right to ^tbat coalt, as the 
firil difeoverers. They had, for tliat reafon, frequently difiurbed the Englilh and other nations 
in their trade for gold dull, Guinea grains, and ivory ; yet, in the year 1572, the. Portuguefe, 
finding they could not hold all that coaft folely to themfelves, made a treaty of peace with 
England, by which all former difputes were adjufted, and freedom (|^trade thither was ftipu- 
lated with England. 

In p. 711, of the fifteenth volume of the Foedcra, we have Queen Elizabeth’s yearly falary 
to William Herne, her ferjeant-painter, which was but ten pounds, being the fame as it had 
been to feveral of his predecelTors therein named. . 

In p. 715, of the fame volume, we’fee that Queen’s manumiffion of a villain, oFthb uiaking 
a freeman of a man born in her manor and lordlhip of Taunton Dean, in Somerletlhice ; be- 
ing the fame in form as that mentioned under the year 1514. 

The Hanfeatic Society, relying on the many privileges and immunities*tiiey e!ii|oyed or 
claimed engaged in a frelli quarrel with the neighbouring Princes, on ..the foUolging occ«- 
■ Con. . 

It feenis that, In the preceding year, the city of Luheck having concluded a Stetin 

whhTjohn King of Sweden, after a war of eight y^ } one of the articles thereofiiip, dtatthe 
Lubeckers might freely trade with Livonian Narva, then in the hands ef RniEi) ybt now the 
Vol.il S ' ' Swtdifli 
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157a Swediflj monarcb, fading himfelf more powerful, under the pretext of his w»r with Ruflia» 
prohibited the Lpheckers, &c. from reforting to Narva, and even feized on their (hips trading 
thither. Hereupon, the Hans*tow|ts held, this year, a grand alfcmbly of their deputies, for 
deliberating on this and other points. Thuanus, in lib. 51. of his oAavo edition at Franc- 
fort, in 1614, fays, “ That feme of the points they agreed on related .to their internal go- 

vernmfnt; Iwt that other refolutions related to foreign dates and princes, mod part of which 
“ laft' proved of no effeft.” Which fliews that the Hanfeatics were, atthis time greatly declin- 
ing in power and influence, 

According to Meteranus, in lib. 3. Queen Elizabeth, for the quieting of her fubjeds un- 
eaflnefs, becaufe of the feizure of their cfledis, in the year 1568, in the Netherlands, conclu- 
ded a treaty of commerce with King Charles IX. of France at Blois, wherein, he fays, the’ 
,£nglini obtained ample privileges for the vent of their merchandize. But this author adds, 
that the horrid maflacrc of the French Proteflants at Paris, Ac. perpetrated on St. Bartholomew’s 
day, this year, rendered this treaty inefTefiual, by reafon of the terror it ftruck into the English 
merchants. The Admiral Coligny, and the reft of the Proteflants, were decoyed to Paiis, 
under pretence of the nuptials of the then King of Navarre, and were moft inhumanly but- 
chered. The French Papifts gloried fo greatly therein, that medals were ftruck in its comme- 
moration, of which Father Daniel has exhibited a print in his French hiffory. 

That treaty is not in the Foedera, but is printed in the fecond volume of the General Collec- 
tion of Treaties, &c. in Englifli, printed in odavo, fecond edition, 1732. Thereby, (arti- 
cle 24.) the Englifli were to be allowed in France a magazine or ftorehoufe, for repofiting the 
Englifli cloth, woo], &c. as they were accuflomed to have at Antwerp, Bergen-op-zoora, and 
Bruges; andallp (article 25.) a place for aflembling themfelves, in order to ebufe their gover- 
nors and other officers, Ac. 

The Queen being, at this time, on bad terms both with Spain and the Emperor, (the latter 
partly on account of the Hans-towns) thofe two articles feera to have been chiefly framed for 
bringing Spain tmd the Emperor to be more favourable to the Englifli commerce ; for, in the 
lixteenth article, the French King ftipulates, that in cafe any Prince fliall hereafter molcft the 
Englifli 'in their trade and merchandize in tlie Netherlands, or in Germany or Pruffia, then 
the French King lhali interpofe for their relief: and by the feventeenth article, he fliall, in 
cafe of refufal and delay, arrefl the perfons and goods of the merchants of fuch Prince, being 
in his territories, until the Englifli and Irifli fo. arrefted be reftored. And in article 20. the 
Queen obliges herfelf to perform the fame ferviccs for 'the fubjefts of the French King in fimi- 
lar cafes. Yet fome think that neither of tliofe monarebs were fincere in this treaty ; Charles’s 
aim being to hoodwink Elizabeth wbilft he was perpetrating that horrid maflacre ; and that 
the objeft of Elizabeth, by this treaty, was to render Spain and the Emperor more traftable. 

From Hakluyt’s fecond volume we learn, that, in this year, 1572, there refided at Con- 
flantinople confuls from the French, Venetians, Genoefe, and Florentines, but none from 
England; the trade into the Levant having, it feems, been quite diftontinued from the year 
1553 to the year 1575. 

The fame indefatigable Hakluyt gives the public ui Englifliman’s Letter to him from New 
Spain, figqifying, 

I. That feven years before this, time, the Spaniards firfi found out the voyage Bom 'Aca- 
pulco to the i^Wlipj^ 


H. That 
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15 / *• n* Th^t life# dtyofMiSKiWitcwitiuned fifty tJtoufendfiuniKe*, fixthou&Afi of which were 
ISpftaitrds. _ > 

HI. That thfi city of Tlifcak contaiaedfixOBcnthhuOuid families, at or nar yrhich laft- 
named {>ia!ee dll the cochinetd grows. 

IV . That the heft filver mines Were north of t^e chy of Mexico. 

V. 'AhdjfitaltherafiningoffilVeeMtH'qak’kfilver rlras then bntalaee difcovery, it having 
hefore bee* dene with lead. ' 

By an expked eft of Parliament of the foorteenth year of Qpeen Eliaabeth, cap. 5. entitled. 
How Vagabond* fitall he pnntlhed, and the Poor relieved, all that related to fhe honeft poor there* 
in was, ** That afiefiinents Ihonld be made Of the parlftnoners of every parilh, fot the relief of 
the poor of the fama'pirlfii.’* And Wll* 'was the firft legal and effeftnal parochial afteflinent for 
the poor in England. < I 

1573 In the fifteenth volume, p. yiy, of the Foedera, we find, that in the year 1573, Queen 
EHeabefh created the Earl of Shrewlbufy Earl MarlhaU of fengland during life, witli a falary 
ofonly twenty pounds per annum. Yet, ftom the flendernefs of the Hated nominal lalarics 
of this and other great officers, having large pcrqflifitcs, no certain inferences can be drawn for 
forming a juft judgment either of the rate of living, or of the'fcarcfty of money. 

In the fame volume, p. 721, there feems to have been much injury done by the Portuguefe, 
as well on land as on the feas, to the Englifb about this time': for, in this very year. Queen 
Eiiziabeth ifliied a commHfion to her high-admiral, and feveral lords, gentlemen, and mer- 
chants, to cnquiie into the fame. Againft whom, that is, the portuguefe, fte herein ob- 
ferves, that there had been, for a long time, loud complaints j and that the Ihips, merchan- 
dize, and money of her merchants were feized, and the debts due to tbem detained, in the do- 
miitions of her dear brother Sebaftian, King of Portugal, and on the fcas by his fleets, under 
his authority, contrary to the ftrift friendftrip that has fo long fubfifted between the two 
crowns. — Wherefore, the Queen impowars the faid commiflioners to enquire into file effefts 
of that King’s fubjefts detained by her fubjefts. 

Under this fame year alfo, Sir James Ware, in his Annals of Ireland, has the following 
remarkable note, . ooncemingibe burthen which Ireland was then to England, by reafon qf the. 
very unfettled ftate of the former, viz. « The monfey which the Queen had fent to Ireland 
“ fince her acceffion to the crown to this time, being computed, 'came to four hundred and 
ninety thoufand feven hundred and ftventy-nine pounds feyen Ihilling* and fix -pence half- 
penny ; whereas, the whole produce of the revenue of Ireland, dbring all that time,” (viz. for 
fifteen years) “ amounted but to one hundred and twenty thoulahd poun^." How happy is 
the change, in thefc Irefpefts, fince thofc tiroes, in Ireland 1 
In this fame year, 1573, Don John of Auftria reduced the city of Tunis, in Batbary, to 
the obedience of Spain, holm which it had revolted. Neverthelefs, in the following year, the 
Turks, with a powerful army, retook Tunis, and alfo polTcfled themfelves of the Golma, 
which Spain has never fince been able'to repofieft. 

At Mr. Burcheft Compete Hiftomqf the moft remarkable Tranfaftions at Sea, from the 
eaflieft Accounts of Time down to the Ch>nOlnfioii of Qpeen Anne's War, is a work which 
may, in general be ’reribnably depended on, he having been fecretary to the board of ad- 
laindty fiav along ferlfc* of years, we ftall here, from hi* ptefiice, exhibit the entire navy of 
Qtteea Elizabeth, «$ it ftoof in the year 1573, viz. 

S a No. 
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No. of ihips. No. of cannon. 

1 of 100 

9 from 88 to 60 

49 from 58 to 40 

A 

TotSal, 5^ Ihtps of the line of battle, as they might be reckoned in thofc days. 

58 from 38 to 20 

29 from 18 to 6 

Total, 146 Ihips. 

Nevcrthclcfs, the faid author, in the ninth chapter of- his firlt book, p. 20 and 2 1, fays, 
“ That the merchant-fhips of England were then efteemed the principal part of out maritime 
“ power; of which, in the twenty-fourth year of Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1582, there 
“ were reckoned one hundred and thirty-five, many of them of five hundred tons' each ; and 
** in the beginning of King James the Firft’s reign, it was computed there were four hundred, 
*/ but thefe not of fo great burthen. As to the fhips of war belonging to the crown in the 
“ time of Queen Elizabeth, their number was thirteen ; to which eleven were added by King 
“■ James I.” So that even King James I. had but twenty -four fhips of his own : and all, or 
moft of the above-named number of one hundred and forty-fix fhips, called Queen Elizabeth’s 
naval power, confiflcd of merchant-fhips, 'occafionally hired by her, excepting the tiiirtecn 
fhips which were her own ; and it is highly probable, that the ten largeft fhips in the above 
lift, compofed a part of the thirteen. 

In a treatife in Sir Robert Cotton’s Remains, p. 196, publlfhed in 1651, being an cflay 
lirft written in 1609, he obferves, “ That in the year 1573, there was brought in an immea- 
furable ufe of luxurious commodities in England, as wines, fpices, filk, and fine linen : 
“ for, of the latter fort, of above ten groats the ell, there is above three hundred and fixty 
“ thoufand pounds yearly fpent, which is half the value of our woollen cloths exported ; and ma- 
** keth the ftate to buy more than they do fell : whereas a good father of a family ought to be 
vendacem, a feller, not emacem, a buyer.” Camden, in his Miftory of Queen Elizabeth, under 
the yenr 1574, fays, the people (by which he meant the rich) wore filks glittering with gold 
and filver, either embroidered or laced ; which, itfeems, the Queen in vain endeavoured by 
her proclamation tp reftrain, and to oblige people to conform to a preferibed rule, Fcafting 
alfo was much in fafhion at this time ; alfo great improvements were made in buildings, and 
more noblemen's and gentlemen’s country-feats were re-edified, in greater beauty and largc- 
nefs than had ever before been known. “ And certainly,” fays hc,*“ to the great ornament 
“ of the kingdom, though to the decay of hofpitality.” All which, however, when rightly 
confidered, was no other than the natural cfFcfts of our increafing riches and commerce. 

“ The Proteftants in France,” fays Mr. Burchet, in his Naval Hiftory', “were become fo 
“ powerful in a numerous fhipping, that in the year 1573, they committed fpoil, without 
** diftinflion, on all they met, and plundered f^ral Englifh fhips. ' Whereupon Queen 
“ Elizabeth fent out Holftock, comptroller of the mvy, with a fquadron ; who retook fcvc- 
ral Englifh fhips,. feized on fome of thofc cruizers, and difperfed the reft,” 

Bondage was not as yet quite worn out in England ; as we find in vol. xv; p. 731, of the 
Foedera; where, in th.c year 1574, we fee Queen Elizabetli’s coramiflion to her Lord Trcafurcr 
Burleigh, and Sir William Mildmay, Chancellor of the Exchequer, ” for enquiring into the 

• “ lands, 
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1574 “ lands, tenements, and other goods, bfall her bond-men and bond-women in the counties • 
“ of Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet, and Gloucefter, viz. fuch as were by. blood (i,e. birth) 

“ in a flavilh condition, by being born in any of her manors ; and to compound with all or 
any fuch bond-men or bond-women in tbofe four counties, for their manumiffion or free- 
“ dom j and for their enjoying their &id lands, tenements, and goods, as freemen.” By this 
commidion, probably, confiderable fvims of mohey were raifed for that Queen’s ufp ; the com- 
monalty continually growing richer by the gradual ihereafe of the national commerce. 

The Chronicon Prcciofoin gives us an arxountof fo great a dearth at London, that wheat 
rofe to two pounds lixteen Ihilllngs per quarter, and beef at Lammas to one pound ten ihil- 
lings per ftone : yet after harveft, wheat fell to one pounds four fhillings per quarter, that, is, 
three Ihillings per bulhel ; which, was ftili dear for the time. 

Poland, fays Baron Hblberg, was, ih 1574, bleft with her beft monarch, Stephen Bsthori, 
Prince of Tranfylvania ; who not only made many excellent laws, but by keeping a body of 
horfe continually Rationed on the frontiers of Tartary, proved the means of bringing tiie- Uk- 
raine to be cultivated, after having lain fo long untilledi and almoft unpeopled, on account of 
the frequent incurfions of the Tartars ; in confequence of which wife meafures, that country 
began thence to be adorned with cities and towns. That wife King likewife humanized the 
Coilacks, til] then a barbarous people. ^ - 

It was in the reign of the- Sultan Amurath III. who reigned between 1574 and 1595, that 
Crim Tartary was tirft reduced to be tributary to the Turks ; which conquefl: has very often 
been made of great fervice to the Sultans againfl the neighbouring nations of RuiTia, Poland, 
and Hungary. 

*575 before obferved, under the year 1548,- that tlie Emperor Charles V. for political 

ends, bad allowed a large rate of intcreft on the great fums he bad borrowed of the republic of 
CJenoa, which was alfo for forae time continued by his fon, King Philip 11 . and thofe loans 
further inercafed on the fccurity of the revenues of Spain, and of Spanilh America ; and al- 
though, upon King Philip’s afterward reducing the rate of intcreft on thofe debts to Genoa, 
he had given aflurances that the reduced intcreft Ihould afterward be punftuaily paid, yet we 
llnU, that at fevcral times after,- and particularly in the year 1575, King Philip again put a ftop 
to the payment of their arrears of intcreft, at a time when divifions ran high at Genoa, be- 
tween the old and new nobility. The interruptions of regular payment, were faid to have 
been made purely for keeping the ftate of Genoa in a greater dependence upon Spain ; though 
it be certain alfo that King Philip’s neceftitics, occaftoned by bis boundlefs views and immenfe 
expcnce, were a principal caufc of them. On occafton of the prefent ftoppage of the intcreft, 
that Monarch direfted a revifal of his accounts with the Genoefe for fifteen years backward, 
which greatly alarmed them ; as, according to their hiftorian De Mailly, vol. ii. b. 1 2. “ They 
had taken fuch advantage of that Prince’s neceftities, as to have made eleven, twelve, and 
” fometimes eighteen per cent, intcreft on their loans ; fo that the ancient nobles alone had 
“ drawnannually from Spain a revenue of fifteen millions of gold.” And this review of the court 
of Spain, is faid to have produced a^fther redu&ion of interefi on thofe d ebt due to Genoa. 

Notwithftanding wlrat is faid uneWFthe year 1553, itHs plain that hitherto the Englilh were 
not fully acquainted with the wliale-filhery : for, in the firft volume of Hakluyt’s Voyages, 
Lonflon, printed in X598, p. 4i3-t4, we have the ** requeft of an honeft merchant, bv letter 
” to a friettd of his, to be advlAidand dire^ed inthe courfe ofkilling the whale.” This was 
in the year 1575. The anfwer, in fublbmce, was, Tltat there Ihould be a Ihip of two bund- 

dred 
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' 1 575 red tons burthen, with proper utenfils and inflrrumcnts* But what is moft partieulal-Jy to be 
obferved, is, that all the nccclTary officers were then to be liad from Bifeay : which flicws, 
what is alfo clfewherc remarked, that the Bifeayans were the earlleft whale-fifhcrs of any nation 
in Europe, excepting, however, the people of Norway ; who, we have fecn, even as far back 
as our famous King Alfred’s time, were employed in that trade, 

1576 A law of tlSe^fth year of Queen Elizabeth, capu xi. having revived a ftatutc of the fixth of 
King Henry V. cap. iii. which made it high treafon in any that fhould clip, round, waffi, or 
file, the current coins of England ; and whereas, fince the cnafling tliereof, other new devices 
had been found out, for impairing, diminilhing, fcaling» and otherwife liglitcning the coins 
, of England, or the coins of other realms allowed by proclamation to be current in England ; 

all the faid arts were, by an afl; of this eighteenth of Queen Elixabeth, cap. i. declared to be 
■ high treafon. 

By anotlier ftatute of this fame year, cap. xix. all the ftrccls of the city of Chiclieftcr were 
firft direfted to be paved with Hone. , 

An accommodation being, at length, patched up between the pld and the new nobility of 
Genoa, after their quarrels had brouglg: the very being of the republic into great danger, it was 
in this year 1576, ftipulatcd, according to De Mailly’s Hiftdry of Genoa, voh II. lib. xii. 
That both old and new nobility fliould forever after be deemed but one body ; utterly abo- 
liftiing the former diftindion of old and new nobles. And as idlcncfs is ever pernicious 
“ to the public, noblemen v/ere now permitted to excrcifc certain arts or trades, and alfo to 
praftife a wholcfale trade or merchandize, without any diffionour to their nobility ; pro- 
‘‘ vfded, however, that tl)ey Ihould not keep an open or retail Ihop.” 

In vol. XV, p. 756, of the Foedcra, Queen Elizabeth grants to Edward Baflano, one of 
her muficians, one ihilling and eight-pence per day, during his life, or thirty pounds eight 
{hillings and four-pence yearly ; the fame as his father had fen joyed in the fame ftation. 

Under this fame year 1576, Hakluyt acquaints us, that although the Ruffia company had 
an exclufive charter, which, as we have feen, was confirmed by an aft of Parliament, yet we 
find that Alderman Bond, once before mentioned, had difputcs with that company, bccaufe 
of his trading without their leave to Narva in Livonia, and alfo to Kola, Kegor, &c. in 
Ruffian Lapland ; but Narva was then under the Swedes. 

At this time, and feme years before, the Ruffia company had been at a confidcrabJc cxpencc 
in fending out ftiips. for difeovering a fuppofedpaflage through Waigats Streight, north-caft- 
ward to China and the Eaft Indies. But they were abfolutely obftrufted by the icc^ as well as 
by the intenfe cold of that miferablc Strelghl. ^ 

In this year thferc happened in Antwerp a furious mutiny of the Spanifh garrifon, for want 
of their pay ; wherein the citizens were gricvoufly infulted, and compelled to give them four 
hundred thoufand florins. They rifled the houfes of the Englifli merchants, and compelled 
them to pay them a great fum in gold for tlieir raiifom. A lad prefage of what was fo fatally 
to happen nine years after. 

1577 The Engliffi genius was not to be difeouraged by^rmcr unfuepefsful attempts towards iind- 
ing a.paffage to China and Eaft India without intc*lng with the Portuguefe, by the Cape of 
Good Hope, foutb-caftward, nor with Spain foulh-weftward, by the ftreights of Magellan : 
and as a north-caftward pallage had already been attempted in vain, there feemed no^ only the 
north-weftward paffage to be explored, which we have feen had been in part already attempted 
by Frobilhcr, The Portuguefe and Spanilh chart-makers, and cofmograpbers, were, it feems, 

# exprefsiy 
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l'577 exprefsly enjoined by their fovercigns not to give any kind of light to other nations in this 
refped: ; becaufc they were juftly apprehenfive, if there were any fuch north-. weft paftage, that 
it would prove a much Ihortcr courfc to India and China than theirs, cither by the fouth-caft 
or" fouth-wcft paflage. For the purpofe of encouraging the Englilh to this attempt, feveral 
trcatifes were publilhcd by Sir Humphry Gilbert, Mr. Richard Willes, &c. which were moftly 
founded upon the romantic reports of certain ancient as well as of fome more modern authors, 
without any folid probability. Yet, upon fuch grounds as thefe, and the encouragement of 
friends. Captain Frobiflicr made hU fecond attempt, in the year 1577, with one of the 
Qucch'*8 own Ihips, two barks,' and one hundred and forty peirfons, fome of whom were gen- 
tlemen. He again entered the ftreights he had named' after himfelf in his former attempt, 
where he found ftore- of the glittering ftones and fand he had feen in bis laft voyage, with 
which lie now loaded his vclTcls : and as it is unnecclHiry to relate his adventures with the fa- 
'vages, fo often already printed, we lhall only add, that he returned homo^the fame year with- 
his imaginary treafure, which afterwards, upon a more folid trial, proved of no value. 

In vol. XV. p. 769, of the Fccdera, we have a commifGon ilTued by Queen Elizabeth, for 
the reftitution of /hips and merchandize formerl^taken from the Portoguefe ; which reftitu- 
tion was thereby declared to be in confequence of a treaty with the King of Portugal : yet this 
treaty itfelf is not in the Foedera, unlcfs it be that of 1572. 

And in the feven hundred and feventicth page of the fame volume, the very fame com- 
mifTioners arc impowered to treat with thofe of the French King, concerning depredations and 
captures at fca, and of other injuries on both {ides. 

In the fame volume of the Fcedera alfo, we fee a limilar commidion to treat with the com- 
milfioners of Scotland, for redrefling the grievances fo . long complained of by the council 
and merchants of King James VI. then a .minor, being cm account of depredations committed 
on the Teas, &c. on the Scotiih (hips and merchandize. 

Qviccn Elizabeth fends Mr. Edmund Hogan, as her envoy to Muley Abdclmelek, Empe- 
ror of Morocco ; in which country there were already fome Englilh merchants 're{ident ; for 
whom were now obtained certain commercial privileges. Here he found alfo certain Spanill), 
Povtuguefe, and French merchants. Sir William Monfon, in his Naval Trads, obferves, 

“ That, by degrees, the Englilh have beaten the Portuguefe out of that trade, though at firft 
“ they laboured to do the like by us.” ’ 

The ingenious author of the prefent State of England, in o£lavo, 1683, obferves, that about 
this time, pocket watches were firft brought into England from Germany. Nurenberg is 
ufu^lly afligned for the place where watches were firft invented ; though the lime of their in- 
vention is very uncertain. 

1578 The fuppofed gold ore which Frobifher brought heme in former voyages from Meta-incog- 
nita, as Queen Elizabeth had named the countries about Frobiflier’s Streights, together with 
the hopes of a north-weft paflage to what they ftill called Cathai, /. e, China, encouraged the 
Queen to- appoint comniiflioners for thofe ends ; who at firft making a fuppofed proof of tliat 
ore, and alfo afligning certain groun^^or the probability of a palfiige, Frobiflier was there- 
upon, in the year 1578, fent out foe*fk and laft time, with .fifteen Ihips, and with miners 
for the ore, which they were to load homeward the fame year, and to leave one hundred and 
twetlt/ perfons to inhabit the above named Meta-incognita, with three {hips to attend them. 
They arrived at the entrance of Frobifher’s Streighri, (it may feem fome what fttange, they 
could nnt- !,;♦ ]>Kvis’8 Strciglus, which was fo near them, were it not that tlie fuppofed ' 


gold 
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1578 gold ore led them eagerly thither again.) They loft one of their Ihips, confumed their pro- 
viflons, and returned home, without leaving any perfons, as they had intended^ to fettle in 
that country, or tire making any ufeful difeovery, or even fo much as going into the Streights: 
they however loaded their Ihips with three hundred tons of the fuppofed treafure, and after 
much hazard by ice and ftorms, they returned home one by one. 

N. B« in thefe old nortberh voyages, they frequently mention an iftand which they called 
Friefland, and, probably, was part of the main land of labrador, or elfe of old Greenland, 
taken by them for a great ifland ; and concerning wlrich there were various romantic ftorics 
in thofe, and even later times. Their fuppofed gold Or^, brought home in this and former 
voyages, was. at length found to be of no value whatever, being nothing more tl«n a glitter- 
ing or Ihining fand. Dr. Heylin is the laft author of eminence who mentions this non- 
, entity, of Friefland Ifle; telling us the names of towfts, and of its being well frequented ’by 
Europeans, fqr its plenty of fifli, confounding it, moft probably, with Iceland, or with old 
Greenland, itc. This is one inftance, among many, of the inaccuracy of our carlieft maps. 
In our old voyage books there is a romantic ftory of two Venetian brothers, named Zeni, who 
were fliipwrecked on tins fuppofed ifle^about three hundred years ago.i but the whole is fo ex- 
travagant, that no one now pays any regard to it. This fable was, itfeems, taken from the 
letters of one of thefe two brothers, and publilbed by a Francifeo Marcellino. 

In this fame year 1578, Hakluyt gives us an account of the Newfoundland filhers from Eu- 
rope in the preceding year, viz. “ one hundred Ihips from Spain, fifty from Portugal, one 
hundred and fifty from France, and fifteen from England. — That the Englifli had the beft 
“ fliips, and therefore gave the law to the reft, being in the bays the proteftors of others ; for 
“ which it was then, and had been of old, a cuftom to make them fome fort of acknow- 
•“ Icdgmeut as Admirals; fuch as, a boat load of fait, for guarding them from pirates, and 
“ other violent intruders, who often drive them from a good harbour, &c.” He fays, “ the 
“ filhcry of the Englifli at Iceland was the rcafon we had not then fuch numbers of Ihips at 
“ Newfoundland. — That the Spaniards had then, next to the Englifli, the beft Ihips there. — 
“ That there were alfo twenty or thirty ihips from Bifcay, to kill whales for train oil.”- But 
here is no mention as yet of whale-fins, or whale-bone, in our days of fo great value ; which 
flicws its ufe for womens ftays, icc. was not then known-. His friend, in a letter from New- 
foundland, is earneft for the Englifli to fettle at the ifle of Cape Breton for the benefit of the 
filhcry, and in another ifle at tlie mouth of the great river St. Laurence. Hakluyt was in thofe 
times a moft indefatigable enquirer after new trades and difeoveries, and was undoubtedly of 
great ufc to our adventurers, by giving them much light into the nature and means of difeo- 
veries, and feeras to have been a public biefling to England in thofe days. 

dn the fifteenth volume of the Foedera^ p. 784, w'c have Queen Elizabeth’s firft public trea- 
ty with the States General of the then feemingly all United Netherlands, on their firft revolt 
from Spain ; dated at Bruflels, feventh of January 1578. It is entitled, An oftenfive and de- 
fenfive Treaty of Peace concluded with the Belgic States, herein ftiled, the “ prelates, nobles, 
** deputies of cities, members of Brabant, Guelderland, Flanders, Artois, Hainault, Valen- 
■“ ciennes, Lifle, Douay, Orchics, Holland, Zei^nd. Namutf, Tournay, Utrecht, Mech- 
lin, Friefland, Ovcryflcl, and Groningen:” ' 

As this treaty was chiefly for the mutual fupport of each other, againft tlie therf exorbitant 
power of Spain, it is aecdlefs to be very particular in all its articles. 


« I. The 
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157& i« The etitide oehfirmi ell the ueaties made between England and the Houfe of 
-** Bnigundy* nnleft otberwife to be iUpnlated. , 

“ II, No tflitfadion of importance, relating m peace or war in the Netherlands, fhall be 
** conduded widient the Qpeen’a perdcljpatioa ; Wlwfe Miniilers ihall be prefent at all fuch 
“ deliberations. * ^ 

** III. Mntaal general alQiftance to edoh odier* with equal militaiy forces. 

'* IV. All controvetlies amoHgtfae {btes fhall be referred to her arbitration. 

** V. If the Qoeen fhall find hetfidf oUiged to fit oat a fieet for guard of the feas, the ftates, 
** at her anfUnce, fhall Join it witii forty fbipi of theirs,, witii faitors, foldters, and ammuni- 
** tion, to be under the Qpeen’s command. None of which fhips to be of lefs burden than 
“ forty tons. 

VL Rebels not to be proteficed on either fide. 

** VII. The States to make no treaty nor alliance with any Prince or State whatever, with- 
'* out her confent. 


€( 

ti 

tt 

4f 


“ VIH. The pttfent and future governors in the Netherlands, fhall ratify and confirm all 
the articles of this treaty, in the name, and by the authority of the Catholic King. 

IX. Whenever a treaty of peace Unit be concluded between the fald States and the Ca- 
tholic 'King, the States fhall oblige the laid King of Spain to confirm and make perpetual 
all fuch of the faid aracks as the Q^n fhall then judge expedient and convenient.” 


Signed by | 


Francis Wallingham, 
and Thomas Wyldon. 


Sealed with the Qpeen’s feal, and with the feal of tiie dutchy of Brabant, in the name of all 


** the States General.” 


Happy had it been for the genetid liberty and independence of Europe, (in all probability) 
had all the provinces and cities named in this treaty vemained united to this day, fo as to have 
been able to have defended their own barrier from the encroachments of France or Spain, and 
thereby to have faved fo much Englifii Itiood and treafure lavifhed in defence of a people at 
preknt difregardlefs of their beft friends^ as well as of their once highly prized barrier. 

Queen- Elizabeth had for a long time kept the Hanfeatics, or Stedyard German merchants, 
in fufpence with relation to the expedled renewal of their old cenmtercial immunities, until by 
degrees her own fubjeds had coni^etably tnereakd in foreign trade and fiiipping. The Han- 
featics at length fitrding they could not fhake her firmnefs, applied to the Emperor Rodolph 
II. as being his fubjeas, ftrongly pleading tiie neceffity of obliging her to yield to their being 
reinftated in their laid old and now moft unreafooabk immunities, via. particularly for their 
paying only the ancient cufiom of one per cent. The Queen replied to that Emperor’s re- 
■moofirancas, that fhe had^lone the Hankttics tio kind of wrong, having treated them on the 
fame footipg'iA which fhe had found them W her accefiion to the crown ; as it was her fifier 
who ha 4 al)difhed that old doty, and laid onehat now fubfifiii^. 

This anfwer was far from giving fatisfiii^lion ; And the Hanfeatics growing louder in their 
compluatsaU over Germany, they at length iflued a j^iphibition of the Englilh merchants to 


refide any longer at.Hamburg. <* 

Hereupon the QpeoB, being julUy incenied, b^ftth to tieat them more roughly : and in this 


iam«*7far 1578, fhepublilheda dechtration, annulling all titeir ancient immunities, now only 
.allpwing them the fame commercial privileges that otiter foreigners enjoyed. Soon after flie 


iCued her proclamation, prohibiting all foreigners, and particubriy the Hans or Steelyard 
■«et. II. T 

merchants 
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157? ttjcrchaiits by nauJCj frooi eitpoitln® EtigUih Ntool. This prohibHioa was fiud to f)c owiof <0 
the indafliious Proteftant Nethemnders, i»lw> had been lately driven oat by the Span'bbi go- 
vernors, and had fctded in England, wlitoadvi&d the Qnoen to forbid the exportation of wool 
HnmaHufeftared. <{The royal anther of the’Mcmoirs of Brandci^ig obfetves, that the itta- 
nuiadlurers of Brandenborg had made no good cloth, fill the French refugees came thither, in 
the year *i685,^ithottta mixture of Englilh wool 5 and that as foon as that wool was withheld, 
the manufadittre declined^ He alfo adds, that the Eleftors -of Saxony, Augaftos and Chrif- 
tian, 6dlowed Qpcen Elisabeth’s example, by inviting Flemilh artifts j who pot their ma- 
nufadlare into a dotirillung condition.) This was a freih blow to the Hanfcatics ; and in 
confequence of it, in the foUowing year 1579, their General Aflembly at Lunenburg laid a 
duty of feven and three-fourths per cent, on all goods imported into their territories by Eng- 
lifhmen, or exported by them. Queen Eliaabetb, therefore, immediately laid an equal duty 
of feven and three-fourths per cent, on ail merchandize either imported or exported by the 
German Steelyard merchants. Thus matters became more and more embroiled between Eng- 
land and the German Hans-towns, the magnanimous Qyecn being firmly determined never 
to yield to their unreafonable demands. And'here we fhall leave this point for the prefent. 

According to Hakluyt, the Englilh Rufiia company complained in this year of the Hol- 
landers, for trading to Kola, a port in RuiHan Lapland, where, it feems, there was a very 
great trade for filh-oil, as alfo for falmon j from which place that company’s Ihips fometimes 
brought home ten thoufaod of thofe filh. 

1579 Although, as w^have feen under tlie year 1561, the city of Hamburg had fmarted for her 
old pretenfions to a fovereignty on the river Elbe; yet Ihe ftillkept up the fame romantic 
claim. This provoked Frederick 11 . King of Denmark, (as had alfo formerly been done) to 
forbid them all his ports : which prohibition was found to be fo prejudicial to their interefts, 
that in order to be reftored to tl»t liberty, they weic obliged to ftipulate to pay that Prince 
four hundred thoufand livres in five years time. 

The Duke of Parma focceeding to the government of the Netherlands, upon the death of 
Don John of Aitftria, he began bis government with the taking the ftrong town of Maefti icfit 
from the States, and next by reducing the Walloon provinces of Artois, Hainault, and Wal- 
loon Flanders, by capitulation, to the dominion of Spain; In confequence of which, and for 
other reafons, the Prince of Orange, duly considering the emulation amongft the great men, 
as well as fhat the difference of religion in the feveral provinces could hardly ever be recon- 
ciled ; and being at the fame time defirous to fecure hinffelf, and to ehablifh as far as pollible 
the Proteftant rdigion, be procured the States of Guelderiand, Holland, Zealand, Frieftand, 
and Utrecht, to meet at the laft-named city, in this year 1579 : when they mutually and fo- 
Icmnly ftipulated to defend one another, as one joint body, and with united confent to advife 
of peace, war, taxes, Ac. and alfo to fupport liberty of confcience. And to compleat the 
number of feven provinces now of the United Netherlands, Overy^l and Groningen were 
foon after admitted into the union ; an union which in a few yeaws formed the moft potent re- 
'^ublic which the world bad fe^tince that of antsentRome; and of the graateft commerce 
and maritime power that (as a republic) ever Was oitt earth. F&r that fo fmall a ftate Should, 
betwixt this year 1579, and the year 1609, not only preServe its independence againft the t^^en 
roigbtieft potentate in Europe, but likewife get footing in Flanders, by mafterin^ the ftcong 
and important portend town of Sluys, with Hulft, &c.— to ruin the trade of the moft fomens 
city of Antwerp to conquer the ftrong forts oif Bergen-op-Zoom, Breda, and feveral other 

places 
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1579 p!»ce$ on tbe Meui^ «no Rhine, 6 cc.«-«lfp tp attack and annoy fo grtat a monarch in his own 
port» at home; and notwithfianding all the vaft ex^nce of fnch great exploits, to grow rich 
and opulent, as well as potent, will perhaps fcarcely obtain an hiftorical credit in another cen- 
tury'; hot with os it ferves only to l&ew the mimenfe elTeffts of an univerfally extended com- 
merce, and an indefatigable induHry, joined to an unparalleled parfimony, and unremitting 
oeconomy. 

Soon after this famous period* tlie indufltious and parlimontous traders of tbofe United pro- 
vinces puihed into a confiderabk Ouire of that commeroe to feveral parts of Europe which till 
then England had folely enjoyed : yet the gteat and happy accelfion of the fugitive Walloons 
into England about the fame time, by whofe aid tbc'old Englilh drapery was fo greatly im- 
proved, and many new and profitable manufeftqres introduced, more than counter-balanced 
the lofs of fome part of the Englilh commeroe to the Dutcli traders. Neverthclefs, the im- 
menfeuefs of the filhery of thofe Netlterland piovinces, with which they about this time fup- 
plicd moft part of the world, is almoft incredible ; and could only be delcribed by fo great 
a genius as Sir Walter Raleigh. Their Eaft India trade foon after this time commenced, and, 
like all new trades, brought moft profit in the beginning, frequently fotnuch as twenty times 
the original capital. In Ihort, the Hollanders foon thrull tliemfclves into every corner of die 
univerfe for new means of commerce, and for vending their vaftly improved roanufaftures : 
fo that Amftcrdam foon became (what it ftUl is) the immenie magaainc or ftaple for almoft all 
the commodities of the univerle. 


Many indeed were the grounds or cauies of fo great a change in the condition of thofe Ne- 
thcrland provinces, in about Icfs than half a century; one very great one was what Sir Wil- 
liam Temple obferves, viz. “ That the pcrfccutions for matters of religion in Germany 
“ under Charles V.— in France, under Henry II.— raru^n England, under Queen Maiy, had 
** forced great numbers of people out of all thofe countnes, to Ihelter themfelves in the feveral 
“ towns of the feventeen provinces, where the antient liberties of the country, and the privi- 
leges of the cities, had been inviolate under fo long a fuccelfion of Princes, and gave pro- 
** teftion to thole opprefied ftrangers, who filled their cities with people and trade. But when 
** the feven provinces had united, and began to defend themfelves -with fuccefs, under the 
“ conduQ: of the Prince of Orange and the countenanae of England and France, and when 
the perfccution began to grow fttarp, on account of religion, in the Spanilh Nethcriand 
“ provinces, all the profefibrs of the reformed religioo, and haters of the Spanilh dominion, 
retired into the ftrong cities of this new jcoamnonwealth, and gave the fame date to the 
growth of trade there, and the decay of it at Antwerp.” 

It would be too tedious to inftance all other caufes of the vaft incrcafe of the wealth and 
-power of the United Netberhmcls, in thole early times and afterwards : foch as, 

J. The long civil wars, firft in France, next in Germany, and laftly in England; which 
drove thither all that were perfecuted at home for their religion. 

11. Moderation and toleration to all forte of quiet and peaceable people naturally produce 
wealth, confidence and ftrength to foch f country. 

HI. The xudntal ftrength of their cotwtry, improved by their many 11 uices for overflowing 
it, and rendering It inaceeffible to land armies. 

W. The free conftitution of their governmento And, 

V. The falcty, fccurity, and convenience of ^ bank of Atnfterdam, for all men’s pro- 
perty, &c. 

T a 


As 
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1^79 As we apprehend a proper provi^dn lor the poor in every well r^nlattd country to he of 
conliderable importance to the peaoe and welfare of >fociety, w« 0ialt ndte notice'hf ah aft of 
the fixth of King James VI. la Scotland, in the year 1579 { Which was ma^ “ for tiie 
panilhment of vagabonds and Hordy beggars and for confining all other beggars to their 
“ own proper paiilhes : alfo for taxing the inhabiants of patifheS to a weekly contribution 
for fuftainifig all diehr own beggars ; and to give pafies to the poor of other parilhes. And 
in poorer parilhes, the poor to have autlwntic licences to beg their meat from houfe to 
houle in their own parifii, fo as to be fuftained within the &me. Without being chargeable 
** t(f others, or to llrangers.” A very gOed law this, had it been duly executed. But al> 
though it was afterward ratified in the fame and following reigns ; and that in King' Charles 
Second’s reign, work-houfes, called boufes of correAfon, were appointed for employing the 
poor in all burghs, and overfeers were appointed in every parilh for coUefting contributions 
for that end ; ac\d that all former laws were ra^ed’by laws of the late King William ; yet this 
point is not, to this day, effeAually provided for. 

The laws made in this fame year in Scotland, againft the exportation of fahed fielh 
and coab, leem to us, at this diftance, not fo well calculated for the benefit of that country ; . 
which, breedingan infinite number of black cattle, and producing coals in vaft quantities, it 
Ihould feem to have been more prudently devifed, to have promoted the breeding of the for> 
mer, and the digging of the latter, and thereby a greater exportation of both, for the benefit 
of that nation. 

By another Scotch aft of Parliament of this fame year, “ every one refiding in. the Nethcr- 
“ lands for commerce, was to pay ten pounds Flemilh, or about fix pounds fteiiing, as 
“ entrance money, for leave to trade there.*’ Another law, of this fam'c year, confifcates all 
the goods and merchandize of nen>freemen, trading thither ; of which confifcation, two-thirds 
were to go to the crown, and one-third to the Scotiih confervator in the Netherlands-: which 
laft-named law was confirmed in the year 1597. 

From both which laws it appears, foat the Scots trod in the very fame Heps with the Eng- 
lilh, in relation to exclufive or reftriftive laws in commercial matters, and alfo perfifted therein 
long after Et^gland law die inconveniences arifing from them. 

We have fecen, in various periods of rime, that the metthants of England had charters from 
the crown, for regulating their comqaerce into the Eaft Country, a name of old, and ftill given 
by mercantile people, to the ports of the Baltic -Sea ; more efpecially diofe of Prufiia and Livo- 
nia. But, in this twenty-firft year of Queen Elizabetli, in the year 1579', that Queen, agree- 
able to the genius of the-age, granted them a charter, exclufive of all who ihould not take up 
their freedom in this new company, the name of which was, The Fellowihip of Eaft-iand 
Merchants : their privileges were, “ to enjoy the foie trade, through the Sound, into Nor- 
“ way, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, (excepring Narva, which Wat within the RUflia com- 
> ** fifty’s charter) Pruifia, and alfo Pomerania, from the river Oder, eaftward, Oantzick, 
** Eibing, and Koninglbei^ t alfo to Oopenhi^en and Elfittore, and to Finland, (Innre called an 
“ ifie) Gothland, Bornholm, and Oeknd. They fiiall have a pernor, deputy, or deputies, 
“ and twenty-four tdfiftantCi who may mdee bye*laws, antd impo&'finis, imprifonment, &c. 
“ on all non-freemen trading to thole parts.” It was principally de%iied by ihe..Q9een, for 
the encouragement of her own merchants in oppofitbn to the Hanfeatbt. * 

This was wh«t ie in Eh|^xnd a reflated company, L *. not a company trading in a 
^oint flock, \M mrf one on hie ||<;pomte bottom, under certain regulations. Wllhall foe 

this 
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1579 tlih fafUMrtoftfifOiwdl hy one Irom King Chtrlos X. in the )h;av 029. Neverthelefs, 

tlii» eoin|>ittjr ha4 Jhfeft ^ee^oently coo^liined of hf the Eng]Uh nterchxnu u a monopoly, 
and were llierelore iftnEt curtailed hy kgal authority, as we ihaU iee, in the year 167a. And 
finaUy, being, with all other monopolizing companies, fnot confirmed by Parliament) deem- 
ed iliegal in times of true liberty, after the m^elution 1689, in confequence of the a A called 
The Declaration of Rights, &c. they no more exifi commercially, or otherwife, but in name 
only } which it feems they ftiUkeep up, by continuing to eiefi: their annual officers : and hav- 
ing, like another company infimUtrcircurnffimcee, viz. that of the Merchants of the Staple, 
a lirtic ftock in our public funds, the inteteft whereof defrays. the expences of their yearly- 
meetings, for no end but to commemorate their former extfience in a reftriAive capacity ; 
and at thofe meetings they fiiU contmue to ctefX their principal annual officers, though now 
mtrely nominal. • ^ 

We cannot too much commend the indefatigable indufiry of ffie famous patriot, (for fo he 
juftly deferves to be ftiled) Mr. Richard Hakluyt, of the Middle Temple, London, in fo 
earnefily promoting new diCboveries and improvements for the benefit of England. We find 
in his fecond volume of Voyages and discoveries, he directs Morgan Hubblethorne, a dyer, 
fent in the year 1579 into Petfia, to leam the arts of dying there, and of making of carpets, 
See. ** There are,” fays he, perffins there who ftain linen cloth ; it bath been an Old trade 
in England, whereof fome excelkiit deths yet remain ; although the art be now loft in thisr 
“ realm.” * * • 

In the iame year, William Harbum, an RngUfti meicharit, lent into Turkey by Queen 
Elizabeth, obtained of the Sultan Amurath UI. that the Englilh merchants might in all re- 
fpeds as freely refort and trade to Turkey, as was permitted at this time to the FrencI^ Ve- 
netians, Germans and Poles \ by which conceiSon a foundation was laid for the Englilh Tur- 
key company, which was fnou after eftabiiftied. 

1580 Sir Francis Drake was the happy undertaker of a voya^, which proved the fecond 

circumnavigation of tbeterragupbus globe. He began it in the year 1 577 ; going through tlie 
Magellanic Straight, with hundred and fixty-four men. Drake, at St. 

Jago of Chili, pjUaged tbat'f^e, and others on the coaft, which was in faft the principal 
end of this voyage. In Ibme oC4||e harbours on this weft coaft of South America, he feized 
on Ihips which had no perfotl in thima, ft> fecore then were the Spaniards in thofe feas, as 
not fo much as to dream of any enemy there. He at length took the immenfely rich prize 
named the Cacofogo, with tweuty-fix ton of filver, and eighty pounds weight of gold, bcfidcs 
Jewels, f&c.'^Having now but one left of his five ftiipt, in which all his tteafiive waa em- 
barked i and it being probable that the Spaniards would intercept him, Ihould he return the 
way he came, (throi^h the Mageltanib Straight) be determined to fail to the Moluccas, and 
return hotue, as the Portuguefe were accufto^ied to do, hy the Cape of Good Hope. Being 
obl^ed to fail as far north, fay the writets of thofe times, as forty 'eight degrees, in order to 
get a good wind, he difcovered die huge pci^futa of California, which he named New Albion, 
fening up a pillar and plate, on which Qpeen Elizahetb^s name, title, 8cc. were engraved ; the 
Spaniards having never as yet had footis^ hetu*^, 4 * Moluccas and at Java, Drake waa 
well treated* m the year ^579, and arrived in Et^land, by the Cape of Good H<^, in No- 
vember 1580. 

It tyould be to little purpofe, io tbit general eommereial biftory, to recount the many vari- 
out dityiedations on the ^paoianit in Atoodinb by the French, and Dutch, in thofe 

early 
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1580 early ti(nes» before Spain liad fortified its ports in tbofe remote parts. Imt in o&r days we 
bave feen and felt the difficulties attending, fuch eoterprizest Although they have fbffietimes 
proved fuccefsM. In the above chrcumnaylgation, Drake having taken great quandtles of 
treafure in Spanifh America, t^e Queen, on the compiunt of the Spaniffi Atnbaflador, caufed 
the iam'e, or at leAft a great part, to be fequeftered for the King of Spain’s ofe ; hut at the fame 
time ad^rted !fer fubiefts abfolute freedom to navigate the Indian feas, As much as any of that 
King’s fobjefts j as will be clfcwhere further related. . r 
The inans^rs of the Roffia Company of England are, without doubt, h^hly' to be com- 
mended for their various attempts to find a north-eafi paffige by &a to Ciiina and the Eaft In- 
'dics, bow unfuccefsfol foever they prcived* and how much Ibcver their ultimate views might 
<euter in their own private intereft. In this year i^ySo, they lent put Pett and Jackman, with 
two barks, tb try a paf%e that way through ^ freights of Waigats. After many perils and 
difficulties from ice and intenfe cold, one of them retamed Irnme unfuceefsful ; hut the other 
was never heard of more. 

In thisfame year. King Philip 11 . of Spain found means to unite the kingdom of Portugal 
to that of Spain *, a very important acceffion to the Spanifh monarchy, had it been managed tb 
the heft advantage. It remained, however, in this united ftate for fixty years, viz. till the 
year 1640, when Portugal again Ihook off the Spanifh yoke, byAbe means of John, Duke of 
Braganza, who affumed.lhe title of King John IV. 

■We have feen, under the year 1250, that the city of Norwich was even then become a con- 
fiderable place. In tlie following century, according to our learned and judicious Camden, it 
greatly ihereaf^ and abounded with wealthy citizens ; ** yet,” adds our author, “ itispart- 
ly indebted for its profperity to the Netherlanders, who, (when ritey could no longer endure 
the tyranny of the Duke d’AIva, nor the bloody inquifition tlten cftablifhing amongft them) 
“• flocked to England in great number?,, and particularly to Norwicli,” where they firft intro- 
“ duced the mannfafture of certain flight fluffs. And,” fays Bifhop Gibfon’s Continuation 
of Camden’s Britannia, fecond edition, 1722, ** according to tradition tlicre, the ornaments 
of flriping and flowering the fluffs, which have been wonderfully improved by the ingenu- 
ity of die weavers of late years, in the making of damAiks, camblets, drn^ets, black and 
** white crape, Scc.—So that it is computed, fluffs to die' amount bf feven bundted thoufand 
pounds have fometimes been manuflifturcd here in one year. The Flemings and- Wal- 
loons,” fays Camden, ** were fettled at 'Norwich, Colcbefler, Sandwich, Maidftone, 
Southamj^on, &c. where they firft introduced the manufaftures of bays, fays, and other 
*' new manufaAures both in linen and woollen, to the great benefit of this kingdom.’^ Yet 
with refpfeft to bays, we have Ihcwn that they were firft brought among us before the year 
1546. ^ •' . , * . ^ -/'v . 

The city, or rather 'the fuburbs of London, being About this time coiifiderably ihcrcafed, 
Queen Elizabeth, in this year, pubflflt^ a proclamation, /orbidding any buildings to be erect- 
ed on new foundations within three mtlm of the city gates ^ anti that otij^one finniiy ihould 
inhabiteacb houfe. Here Mr. Kapfo, infaisHIftory of England, fubjoins, “It were to be 
“ wifhed for En^and, that this prqhilition. had bera pun^uaily executed even to thls day, 
fince die city is fo enlarged, that it gftiws A'tnphflrons head to a body of a foodcrate Hzf, ‘to 
“ which it bears no: proppirtioh,” Notwithfomdlng which obforvation, there are many think-, 
ing perfons in moderh times, ^ho do non^^view fois focreafo in that bad light ; arid rather 
think it advantageous, and foWy oifiitg m our wealth And commerciJ ; 

and 
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1580 and that even this great increafc of the metropolis is attended with many vilihle advantages to 
riic nation, dpecially in point of the annual TappHes, and of , the public credit, as well as to 
tlw greater confumption of the produce of the kingdom, fo much for the benefit of the landed 
intevefi, as well as for the great^ confumption of all kinds of our manufadures. 

In this fame year the ufe of coaches is faid to’have been firft introduced into England, by 
Fitz-Allen, Eati of Aruttdell. 

1581 In the late learned Thomas Ruddiman’s Preface to Anderfon's very magnificent work, 
intitled, Diplomata et N umifinatti Scotie, p. ^4 and 75, we find that the Scots, who, in the 
year 1577, debafed their filver coins fo low as only eigpt ounces fine, had, two years after, 
(in the feventh Parliament of King JamSs Vl.) brought it up again to eleven ounces fine ; — 
which laft regulation was cwjfirmed in the year 1581, when, likewlfe, an ounce of filver of 
that ftandard, was coined into forty Scotilh Ihillings, as in England it was into five Englifh 
fhillings. So that the proportion between the nominal Ihillings and ponifds of the two king- 
doms was now as eight is to one. 

In the fame year 1581, the Scotifii Parliament made a fumptuary law, which laid heavy 
fines on all under the degree of Dukes, Earls, Lords of Parliament, Knights, and landed 
“ Gentlemen, not poflefled of at Icaft two thoufand pounds yearly rent, (or, according tOr 
“ the above proportion, two hundred and fifty pounds fterling) who (ball wear in their cloath- 
ing or lining any cloth of gold or filver, velvet, fattin, damafk} taffaties, fringes,. paiT- 
“ ments, (/. e. lace) or embroidery of gold, filver, or filk ; or any lawn, cambrick, or vroollen 
** cloth made in foreign parts ; (with exception of certain officers and magifirates) and to the 
** end that all others, thus debarred from foreign fineries, might be foppliedwith cloths arid 
“ fluffs of home manufafturc, whereby alfo the poor might be employed^ no wool was thcnce- 
“ forth to be exported, under forfeiture, &c.*'— By another fumptuary law of the faid Parlla- 
“ raeiit this fame year, all but the before-named degrees of men “ were forbid the ufe of 
“ confedions, foreign drugs, and coftly fpices, which (it feems) were then grown fo fre- 
“ quent, and fo lavilhiy ufed at weddings, chriflenings, and other .banquets, by perfons of 
“ low cftatc.” 

I'hc city of Briftol had been, for many ages, a place of very confidcrabic magnitude as well 
as traffic. In this fame year 1581, Queen Elizabeth, it being the twenty-third of her reign,, 
granted to that city a new and ample charter, with many immunities, wherein flic calfe' it her 
city of Briflol, and terms it a large and populous city. 

The Author, of this work has in his poffeffion a moft judicious pamphlet, publiihed in this 
year 1581, and dedicated to Queen Elizabeth, Which, in bis opinion, merited this Ihort men> 
tion, being intitled, A compendious Examination of certain Ordinary Complaints of divers of 
our Countrymen in thefe our days. (By W. S.) It is in the black letter. Therein, public 
fpirk, or z^ for the community,— the point of inclofnres ?br pafture, then fo much cla- 
moured againft,— the dearth of provifions,— the decay of towns,— the multitude of flieep,— 
the coin’s bei% worn out,— the true ftandard and iotrinfic value of our money, compared 
with that of foreign nations,— wool, againft its exportation,— our extravagant love of foreign 
wares,— and feveral other national points of gr(|at iinportthce, are ail handled in fo roaftcrly a 
manner, and in fo pure a diftion for the time' he wrote, as* to give room for conjeauring it 
might have been penned by tlic direftion of that QpOon’s minifters, fince fcarccly any ordinary 
peyfon, in thofe early days, could be farniffied'with fo copious a fund of excellent matter. 

i That 
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isti That author, fpea^ag of the trix to he Oherinxed in cities and tow^iwi sfrell ob- 

fcrycB, *Mhat often even one minute msmufa^ure, made {^ttliar to any ohe town, has en<> 
*• riched it I hSiTe,” layi he, “ heard fay, that the chiJrf trade of $iOv«itqr was heretofore 
** in making of ,Mue thread : and ^en that town was rich, Oven upon that trade, in a man- 
“ n«r, ’only ; end now our thread comes all from beyond fca j whoefoto that trade of Coven- 
“ try fs decided, and thereby the town likewiie. So Briftow” (Briftdf) had agreat trade 
-** by making of points, and that was the chief myftery, f/. e. mannfa^urei ** that was exer- 
eifed in the totm.” ^ But here our author fays notiting of Briftol’s decay, for it was then 
quite bdierwife with that city. 

This author is pcrfeaiy juft in his opinion of keeping up the purity, parity, and quantity 
or weight of the filvcr coin ; alfo in pleading fbr the eafy adffliihon of foreign artificers into 
pur cities and towns, &c; . . 

In the (amO year 1581, Queen Elizabeth lent to Francis, Duke of Anjou, one hundred 
thoufand gold crowns of the fun, to be repaid in fix months, ns appears by. diat Prince’s obli.* 
Ration, in the fifteenth rolnme, p. 792, <if the Fcedcrai whereby each crown'was valued at, fix 
'^ihillings ftcrling, a:nd coidifted of fixty fols.touraois, or three iiyres ; fo that a livre, at this 
time, was equal to two fhillings fterting, thoughii in our daysj lefs than one ftnlling in value : 
and the whole loan atnouiited to thirty thoufiind pounds fterling. . 

'Several gdodlaws were made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, for the prefervation of Jthe 
timber of England, and inore efpecially of the woods growing within a certain diftance from 
{London, or the river Thames, both for the ufe of Ihippiiig, and of buildings at land. We 
•haven law for that purpofe, made in this twenty-fiiird year of her reign, cap. v. and as iron- 
jnills or works near London wpre the great«dcftroyersof timber and woods,' It was now enafl> 
ed, “ That no new iron-work ftiOvld be elefted - ■within twenty-two miles of London, nor 
“ within fourteen miles of the river Thames ; nor in fcveral parts of Sul&x, near the fea, 
therein named ; neither Ihall any wood, within Uie limits deferibed, be converted to coal or 
“ other fuel for the making of iron.” * ' 

■ By another law of the twenty-feventh of this Queen, cap. xix. and pafied in the year 1585, 
'’“ No new iron-usorks were to be made in Surry, Kent, or Sufiexi nor lhaU the bodies of 
’** my timber trees, of one foot fquare from tire ftub, be^m|doyed for fewel to iron- 
“ works.” 

In the twenty-fourth year of Queen Erisuibeth, 1581, wc find, in Camden’s Annals or Hif- 
«ory pf that Queen, that Mr. Thothas Randolph, fo much empfoyed by her in affairs relating 
to Scotland, &c. was, at this time, in the office of QuefPoftimafter. of England ; but how ijt 
was matiaged does not fo dearly appear : though, from Kng Charles the Firft^eftabliffiment 
4>f the pefts, in the year 1655, it ihould foem there were but yery few rt^ulat peft carriages till 
. : 4 hen 'in England.'' 

By ah aft of Parliament of this twenty-third year ofQpuch ElizalMtb, cap. ix, ,Fpr aboHfli- 
ing.pf certain deceitful Stuff uli^ m dying iof; of late 

** yeafr brought into thisrealm, is expce&ly^phibhed'to be ufod by dypri, the colours tbere- 
' ** of being folfe and deceitful' to ffip ^Mfokt’s dubyefts at hpnie, arid difcreditable beyond foa to 
our merchants and dVers.^ '|pid>«&crad»^!we abfoitftely 

cftablilhed, - /' ' 

Queen EUzabeih haying twai y^rs hefcMe, for her 

fubjefts to trade to Tutkey, Ihe fioW jinlged jt ihsfosahJh to 

JUSff'mhants 
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158. merchants for that end,, vi 2. Sir Edward Ofborn, an Alderman of London ; Thomas Smith, 
Efq; Richard Stapcr, and William Garrett,- iderch»nts.~In which charter of incorporation, 
the Qpecn fcts forth, That the .faid Sir Richard Olborn and Richard Staper had, at their 
“ own great cofts and charges, found oat and opened a trade to Turkey, not heretofore, in 
“ the memory of any man iiow living, known to be commonly ufed and frequented by way 
“ of nierchandize, by any the merchants, or any fabjefts of us or our progenitors : whereby 
“ many good offices may be done for the peace of Chriftendom, — relief of Chriftian Haves, — 
“ and good vent for the commodities of the realm, to the advancement of her honour and 
“ dignity, — the increafe of her revenue,-— and of tire general wealth of tire realm. Her Ma- 
** jefty therefore, grants unto tliofe four merchants, their executors, and adminiftrators, and 
“ to fueh other Englilhmen, not exceeding twelve in number, as the faid Sir Edward Olborn 
“ and Richard Staper lhall appoint to be joined to them and the other two beforeriiamed per- 
** fons, and their factors, fervants, or deputies ; for the fpace of fevsn years, to trade to 
■“ Turkey, in fuch manner as the &id Company lhall agree between thcmfelves. — During 
“ which time they may make by>laws for their good government, (not repugnant to the laws 
“ of the kingdom.) — Nothing to be tranfafted without the confent of the Governor for the 
“ time being, ( Sir Edward Olborn being hereby appointed the firft Governor.) — The trade 
“ to Turkey to be folely to them, their faflors and fervants during the faid term ; and any 
“ other fubjefts trading thither, either by fea or land, without this Company’s licence, to 
“ forfeit Slips and goods, moiety to the Crown, moiety to this Company. — For the laft fix 
“ of the faid feven years, tliis Company lhall export fo much goods to Turkey, as lhall lan- 
“ nually pay at Icaft five hundred pounds cuftom to the crown, -except in cafe of Ihip- 
“ wreck, &c. 

“ I. Provife, That in cafe this exclufive grant lhall Jiereafter appear to be inconvenient, the 

Queen may revoke the fame, upon one year’s previous notice. 

“ II. Provifof The Queen, during the faid term, may nominate two perfons to be added 
“ to the faid number of patentees, with tlie fame privileges, &c. as the reft herein narti- 

ed. And, 

Laftly, Ifi at the end of the faid feven years, thefe grantees defire it, the Queen will grant 
“ other feven years to them ; provided, as aforefaid, the faid exclufive trade lhall not appear 
“ to be unprofitable to tlie kingdom.” 

Nothing can be more cautioully penned than this charter ; and particularly we may obferve, 
that by the firft provifot the Queen, in effeft, kept it in her own power to dillblve them at any 
time, on giting one year’s notice. 

Sir William Monfon, in hi$ Naval Trafts, written in the year 1635, affigns the follow- 
ing rcafons for England’s not fooner entering direflly on the Turkey trade, for Perfian 
and Indian merchandize ; but fulfisring, till now, the Venetians to engrofs that trade en- 
tirely, viz. 

*VL Former times did not a^ord Ihipplng fufficient for it. 

“ II. We could not ; because of the great danger of falling into the hands of the Turks,’* 
(he means the Barbary Moors) who, in thofe daiys, were fo ignorant of our nation, as to 
** think England to be a town in the kingdem of London. 

***That the Venetians, in thqfe times,, fen* their Atgofies, or ArgoferSk” (the cornet name 
for a- certain kind of great (hip, conftmfted aifter <hd make of thofe of Ragofa) yearly to 
“ Southampton, laden with T urkey, Perfian,. and Indian merchandize. The laft Argofer that 
Vot.II. U 


came 
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1581 “ came thus from Venice was in the year 158.7, and was unfortunately loft near the ifle of 
“ W ight, with a rich cargo and many paflengers. 

1582 The Queen’s letters to the Grand Seignior were received with much civility, being deliver- 
ed to him by her Ambaffador Harebone, in the year 1 582, whom flic empowered to fettle 
Confuk in the fevcral ports, and to eftablilh laws or rules, to be obferved by the Englifh trad- 
ing to Turkey. ' With the firft faflors, the indefatigable Hakluyt, vol. ii. p. ,164-5, ft”* 
excellent inftruftions, “ for enquiring into the nature of dying ftuffs in Turkey, and in- 
“ to the art of dying : alfo what of thofe drugs might be produced in England, and how bc- 
“ ncficial fuch new produftions would have been to us ; which he inftances in that of faffron, 
“ firft brought into England by a Pilgrim ; and alfo woad, originally from Touloufe in Lan- 
“ guedoc. That the damalk rofc was firft brought into England by Dr. Linacre, phyfician 

to King Henry VII. and King Henry VIIL — Turkey fowls about fifty years paft (viz. 
V about i532,)-*-the artichoke in King Henry the Eighth’s time, — and of later times, the 
“ mulk rofc, and feveral forts of plums, by the Lord Cromwell, out of Italy ; — the apricot by 
“ King Henry the Eighth’s French gardener.” (But here is no mention as yet of peaches, 
nor of nedlarines.) “ And now, within thefe four years,” (in the year 1578) " have been 
“ brought into England, from Vienna in Auftria, divers kinds of flowers, called tulipas, 
“ and thofe and others procured thither a little before from Conftantinople. — And it is faid, 
“ that fince we traded to Zantc,” (this muft have been but lately) the plant that beareth 
“ the currant is alfo brought into this realm ; and although it bring not fruit to perfeflion, 
“ yet it it may ferve for plcafure, and for fome ufc.” (This fliews that it was then but juft 
introduced.) “ Many other things have been brought in, that have degenerated, by reafon of 
“ the cold’ltlimatc : fome things brought in have, throngh negligence, been loft : Arch- 
“ bifliop Grindall brought the tamarifk plant from Germany, and many people have received 
“ great health by this plant.” On the commencement of the Englifh trade to I'urkcy, the 
merchants having occafion to attend the Queen and Council, they had there great thanks and 
commendations for the Drips they then built of fo great burthen, — with many encouragements 
to go forward for the kingdom’s fake, according to the author of “ The Tiadc’s Incrcafe 
who adds', that the ordinary returns of this trade, at the beginning, were three for one.” 

By England’s entering, at this time, into a direft trade to Turkey, all the commodities of 
Greece, Syria, Egypt, Perfia, and India came home to us much cheaper. And, fays Sir 
William Monfon, when the Venetians ferved us with thofe rich caftern wares, by the way of 
the Red Sea, and down the Nile to Alexandria, and alfo by way of the caravans to Aleppo,— 
they (/. e. the Venetians) alfo were then ufed to take freight in their lliips from port to port ; 
whereas now, (that is, in the year 1635) all ftrangers afe more defirous to employ our Ihips 
in tliat fervice. Jacobs, in his Lex Mcrcatoria, p. 9, alleges, upon what authority I do liot 
know, “ that the Barbary merchants were incorporated in King Henry the Seventh’s time ; 
but that Company decaying, out of their ruins arbfe the Levant or Turkey Company ; 
“ who firft trading with Venice, and then with Turkey, furnifhed England that way with 
“ Eaft India commodities, which, till then, were brought to us, raoftly, by land ; and to the 
“ Portuguefe alone by bng-fea, &c.” 

In the fame year 15S2, the fhip Sulan of London; mounting thirty-four guns, carrjed out to 
Turkey, the Englifh Ambailador, Harebone, wlio now firft fettled peace with Algiers, Tunis, 
and Tripoli, which piratical ftates had taken many fhips belonging to London, Briftol, &c! 

't' And 
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1582 And Hareboiic, having cftabliflicd all the EngHfh faftorics in Turkey, notwithftanding the 
fpite and malice of the French and Venetians, returned overland to England. 

In the fame year alfo, a voyage to China was attempted from England with four (hips ; 
which, however, went no further than the coaft of Bralil, and returned home for want of pro- 
vilions, after having fought fome Spanifh itich of war on that coaft. 

In this year, Mezerai, in his Hiftory of France, acquaints us, that the yearly revenue of 
their King, Henry III. was got fo high as thirty-two millions of livres, or three million two 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, a livre being at this time, as we have feen under the prcced- 
• ing year, equal to two fliillings Englilh.' / 

We have fecn, that ever fince the reign of Queen Mary, the peculiar immunities of the 
Hanfeatics, or German Steelyard merchants at London, remained fufpended ; and that her 
filler, Queen Elizabeth, formally abrogated them, in the year 1678. Thcfe Hanfeatics had, 
for fevcral years, been loudly complaining thereof at the Emperor’s court, and at the diet of 
the empire ; where, in this year 1582, they alTerted, “ that by the high duty laid on woollen 
“ cloth in England, or paid by the Hanfeatics, it was become,” fays Werdenhagen, twice 
or thrice as dear as it had before been ; that from hence proceeded the vaft increafe of Eng- 
“ land’s wealth ; two hundred thoufand cloths being yearly exported thence, three fourths 
whereof were carried into Germany, and from thence a great part was carried into Poland, 
“ Denmark, and Sweden. That the remaining fourth part was fent to th 6 Netherlands and 
“ to France ; but little or none into Spain. From whence,” fays he, “ it was cafy to infer 
the immenfeaefs of the profit accruing to that Queen and nation thereby. The only rcmc- 
dy therefore,” faid the Hanfeatics to the German diet, was to banifh the Englilh Mer- 
** chant- Adventurers out of the Empire, and abfolutely to prohibit all ^niier of Englilh 
“ woollen raanufaflures, as what they judged would cfFeftually bring the Queen to terms 
“ with the Hans-towns. The Queen had fome friends in this diet, who, together with her 
“ own able envoy, Gilpin, long and ftrenuoufly defended her and her own Merchant-Ad- 
“ venturers.” Yet, in the end, the Hans-towns intcreft prevailed in the diet, who pafled 
fentcnce againft the Englilh merchants, and abfolutely prohibited all Englilh woollen goods : 
yet Gilpin, by a llratagcm, outwitted the Hanfeatics in fuch fort, that the fcntence could not 
be executed till the decilion of another diet ; and our merchants were afterwards permitted to 
remove from Staden to Hamburg, where they were well received.. 

In this fame year, the Rulfia Company font out no fewer than ele.ven fhips well armed, for 
fear of enemies and pirates. 

At this time Pope Gregory XIII. ordered ten days to be cut off from this very year, becaufe 
three hundred and lixty-five days and fix hours exceeded a year by clever.' minutes ; one day 
therefore is gained in about one hundred and thirty-two years ; by which means, from the 
year 325, when the Council of Nice was held, to this year 1582, ten whole days were gained. 
This was called the New-Stile, and, doubtlcfs, the jufteft, though we and other Proteftant 
Hates kept to the Old-Stile till very lately. 

1583 Sucli was the cuftom and policy of thofe times, that Queen Elizabeth was obliged, in the 
1583, for the proteftion of the Ihips of her Rulfia Company, (fays Camden, in her Life and 
Hifiory) to obtain a treaty or grant of the King of Denmark, for his perrailfion for that Com- 
pany’s Ihips, during both their lives, freely to navigate the North round by the 
coafts of Norway and Danilh Lapland, to the haven of St. Nicholas ; and in cafe of foul wea- 
ihejj, &c. to take Iheltcr either in Iceland or Norway, cvea in ports by former agreements 

^ * prohibited. 
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1583 prohibited, provided they did not trade there without that King’s licence ; for Which privi- 
leges the Company were to pay him one hundred rofe nobles annually during the term of this 
. grant. ' * 

Queen Elizabeth fends Sir Jerom Bowes toRuflia, but the new Czar, Theodore Janowitz’s 
ininiftcrs, beiHg faid to have been corrupted by Dutch prefents, he returned home, without 
being able to obtain a renfewal of the Company’s exclulive privileges. The writers of thofc 
times acquaint us, that beiides the principal commodities fent from England to RulSa, viz. 
cloth, lilks, velvet, See. they carried thither coarfe linen cloth, (fincethofe times brought from 
tlience to us in very confiderable quantities, fucli vaft alterations docs commerce often under- 
go) old filver plate, all kinds offmall mercery wares ferving for the apparel of both fexes, as 
. linen and filk girdles, garters, purfes, knives, h,c. Yet, what with the expence of the ftrft 
difeovery, thirty years ago, and the large prefents lince bellowed on the Czar and his minifters, 
and the falfe dealings of others there, it had coft the Company about eighty thoufand pounds 
before it could be brought to any profitable account ; and even at this time, from the fickle 
temper of the Czar and his people, the encroachments of the Hollanders, and the expence of 
ambafladors, &c. all born by the Company, this trade now flood on a very precarious bottom. 
Camden, in his Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, fays, that this new Czar, Theodore Joannides, 
or Janowitz, promifed to remit to our Company half of the cuftoms paid'by other nations, in 
confideration of their having been the firft difeoverers of the way thither by fca. In other re- 
fpefts, he added to their privileges, out of regard for the Queen -, at the fame time accuf- 
ing the Company of having dealt falfely with his people ; and no other anfwcr than this 
could Dr. Fletcher obtain, fent afterwards Ambafiador, on this behalf, to Rufiia, in the year 
»S58- 

The laft part of the preceding paragraph we have taken from a curious and judicious treatife 
of Captain Carlifle’s, who was fon-in-Iaw to Sir Francis Walfingham, Secretary of State to 
Queen Elizabeth ; and who, in this fame year 1583, fet forth the then exifting hazard of the 
Englilh, in their voyages to Turkey, from the piratical ftates of Barbary ; and for the preven- 
tion wereof it coft two thoufand pounds yearly in prefents ; and fimilar hazards in our trade 
to Italy ; our failors being obliged to pay large ranfoms to the Algerines for their redemption 
from flavery. Moreover, the Venetians, envying our advancement in thofe trades, have load- 
ed us with high duties on our merchandize, and on theirs which we bring back. 

Yet, fays Captain Carlifle, we carry on a great trade with Spain and Portugal, who take off 
much of our wares to India. 

Carlifle had, by the intereft of Sir Francis Walfingham and others, railed one thoufand 
pounds fubfeription at Briftol, for an an attempt to fettle in America, and had propofed to 
the Ruflia merchants to raife three thoufand pounds more at London : which four thoufand 
pounds they deemed fuiiicient to fettle one hundred men in their intended plantation. 

Captain Carlifle judicioufly difplays the many benefits which would accrue to England, by the 
making a fettlemcnt in North America : “ Such as the great confumption of our woollen. See. 

manufadures ; the taking oft' our idle and burdenfome people j the great likelihood of rich 
“ mines ; and ftill more, of our raifing naval ftores in America, which we are now bbligod, 
“ at high prices, to take of other nations.— -That this propofed fettlcment may alfq fee greatly 
“ helpful to the filhery in thofe Teas : and as there are grapes in plenty in America, and that 
“ olives may be eafily propagated there, both wine and oil may bo had in abundance ; furs 
*' alfo, and ikins in abundance.” 


Pippins 
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1583 Pippins, according to the author of the Prefent State of England, printed in the year 1685, 
were fiift planted in England about this time in Lincolnlhire, prior to thofe of Kent. 

■ Queen Elizabeth had, in the year 1578, granted a patent to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, half- 
brother to Sir Walter Raleigh, and his aligns, for new difcoverics weft ward, and to fettle a 
colony. Accordingly, after many difcouragements, he failed in this year 1583, from Ply- 
mouth, with five Ihips ; and, at Newfoundland, was afSfted the Engliih filhing fhips there 
in taking poil^onof that iiland for himfelf, under &e crown of England. He had carried 
with him many artificers, wirii toys, fitc. for traffic. Here he fet up die Queen’s arms, grant- 
ing leafes to many perfons for ftages to cure their fifb v the Portuguefc, French, and Spanilli 
Ihips crews agreeing thereto. He from thence failed to Cape Breton, and to the coaft of the 
continent of North America, where he loft one of his fhips. Meeting with many other dif- 
afters, he returned homeward; but Sir Humphrey, and all in his fhip, were loft in a great 
ftorm, and only one of his fleet got fafe home to Falmouth. Mr. Walter, afterwards Sir 
Walter Raleigh, then a young man, was deeply engaged in this projeft. 

In the fahie year alfo, a confiderable expedition was fet on foot from England, in favour of 
Don Antonio, the Baftard, of Portugal, who pretended to the crown, in oppofkion to King 
Philip II. of Spain, there being twenty-two- thoufand men under Sir John Norris’s command, 
and the fleet commanded by Sir Francis Drake; but they did nothing of moment, and re- 
turned home with confiderable lofs. 

The fame year, a flrip of two hundred and fifty tons, belonging to Southampton, failed on 
a voyage to Brafil and Rio dc la Plata ; but was, in going thither, unfortunately loft on the 
coaft of Guinea. 

Adrian Gilbert, in this year 1583, for his attempting the difeovery of a north-weft paflage 
to China, &c. had the Queen's patent for five years, by the title of The Colleagues of the Fcl- 
lowfhip for the Difeovery of the North-weft Paflage ; which fcheme ended in nothing at all. 

The Queen-mothef of France, Catherine de Mcdicis, aflifting the Baftard of Portugal, Don 
Antonio, with Ihips and troops, he was enabled to poflefs himfelf of one of the Azores or 
Weftern Ifles ; but the fleet of King Philip II. of Spain, confifting of twelve gallies and fifty 
galleons, meeting with that of France, totally defeated it. Voltaire, in his General Hiftory 
of Europe, part 5. thinks that this was the firft time that gallies were .feen in the ocean, that 
is, without the Mediterranean fca. “ being,” fays he, “ very furprizing, that they fhould 
“ have been brought the diftance of one thoufand leagues to thofe ftrange fcas. When Louis 

the Fourteenth, long after this time, had fent fome gallies’ into the ocean, it was falfely 
V fuppofed to have been the firft attempt of that kind : yet this attempt was, it is true, more 
“ hazardous than that of Philip tli* Second’s, the Channel being more terapeftuous than the 
“ Atlantic ocean.” The mercantile Venetian and Genoefe gallies, which formerly reforted 
fo much to England, were, very probably, of a more folid ftrudlure than tire others, which 
are folely fuited for fummer expeditions within the Mediterranean. 

1584 Sir Walter Raleigh, whofe great genius inclined him very much to new enterprizes and dif- 
coverics, had, in this year, formed a foctety of gentlemen and merchants to fubferibe a confi- 
derable fum of money towards forming a fettlement on the continent of North America ; and 
on Lady-day, 1584, Queen Elizabeth granted them a charter for that purpofe. Amidas and 
Barlow, with two veflels, were accordingly fent ; but they failed about one thoufand leagues 
out of their way i for the fliort courfe to the northern parts of America not being as yet known 
to us^ they ftcered the accuftomed courle of the Spaniards, by the Canary iflex, and thence 

Into* 


3 



158 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

1584 into the trade-wind to the Caribbee Iflands : from thence failing through the Gulph of Flo- 
rida, they anchored at a part of what is now called Virginia ; where, making fome infignifi- 
cant trade with the natives, with toys for their furs, they returned home with g^n, as they 
faid, and greatly magnified the richnefs of the country, in order to encourage a fecond adven- 
ture! ,They4t)rought home aifo Tome pearls and tobacco, thefirft of that fort that had been 
fecn in England, The wife Queen feemed fond of this defign, and cither Ihe herfclf, or 
Sir Walter Raleigh, gave the country the name of Virginia; which, indeed, they truly re- 
prefented to be a pleafaht country, abounding in fine woods, deer, hares, wildfowl, filh, vines, 
currants, &c. 

Raleigh therefore obtains Queen Elizabeth’s patent to himfelf, &c; for the pofleffing of fuch 
remote heathen lands, not then inhabited by Chriflians, as they fhould difeover in fix years, 
of which they thereby had the property granted to them for ever ; referving to the crown the 
fifth part of all gold and filver ore found therein, with power to feize, to their proper ufc, all 
fhips, with their merchandize, that fliall, without leave, plant within two hundred leagues of 
this intended fcttlemcnt, excepting, however, the Queen’s fubjefts and allies fi/hing at New- 
foundland* &c. — Grants free denization to the planters and their poftcrity refiding there. — 
Powers arc alfo granted to the patentees for making bye-laws there, not repugnant to tliofe of 
England. It is, however, to be obferved, that in this, and foiiie other patents of thofe times, 
there was no diftinft place, longitude, nor latitude fixed or limited for fuch plantation, al- 
though, undoubtedly, North America was the country intended. 

In the fame year, Jerome Horfey, the Queen’s and the Englilh Ruffia Company’s agent, is 
faid to have obtained more benefits of the new Czar, Theodore Janowitz, than could be got 
in twenty preceding years. This fliews that the Company’s privileges had been early invaded. 
The new Czar fent Horfey over-land with his compliments to our Qiicen, who fciit him back 
to him with hers: after which Horfey took leave a fccond time, returning with the Czar’s 
prefents to Queen Elizabeth. He was very honourably received at the new caftic of Arch- 
angel, and coming to St, Nicholas, at the fea-fide, he was faluted with the cannon of the Eng- 
lilh, Dutch, and French fliips. . Which alfo plainly flicws, that this company’s exclufivc 
trade, before this, was quite abrogated. 

By an aft of the Scotifh Parliament, in this fame year 1584, an horfe-guard of forty gentle- 
men, for guarding their King's perfon, was firfl: appointed; each getitleman having a yearly 
falary of two hundred pounds Scots; which, according to the proportion of eight to one, is 
twenty-five pounds ftcrling yearly : which falary, by comparing the prices of wheat, oats, bar- 
ley, &c. then, with the modern prices in that country, might, w'c conceive, fairly go as far 
as at Icaft four times that fum at prefent, or one hundred pounds flerllng per annum each. 

1585 In the next year, 1585, Captain John Davis, with two barks from Dartmouth, firft failed 
into the ftraits, fince called by his name, in the country named Old Greenland, in north lati- 
tude fixty-four degrees forty minutes, and up into fixty-fix degrees forty minutes, and return- 
ed home the fatne year, as all others fince have done, without any ufcful difeovery. At this 
time we find they knew the ufc of an inftrument fomewhat like the harpoon, with which they 
killed a porpoife; but though many whales fell in their way, they knew not yet the praftiQc of 
the right manner of killing them. 

Under the year 1585, it becomes us to take fpecial notice of the memorable facking of the 
moft famous city of Antwerp, Our learned Camdeiv had remarked, under the year 1576, 
** That all things were then in confufion dicrc under the Duke D’Alva’s gbvc|;nmcnt : the 

magiftrates 
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1585 “ magjftrates of the country were imprifoned, their goods violently feized, and all other kinds 
of injuries done to. the people i whereby the ftates were driven to take up arms. And in the 
“ faid year 1576, Antwerp, the molt excellent of cities, the moll flourilhing mart-town, with- 
“ out exception, in all Europe, was plundered by the Spanilli garrifon, who mutini^ for 
“ want of their pay,” as we have elfcwhcre related. Yet this was nothing compared to tlic 
Duke of Parma’s entering that city with his army, in this year, after a clofe liege, whilft 
Queen Elizabeth was concluding a treaty with the Dutch, to fend four thoufand men to its 
relief, for which Ihe was to have Sluys in Flanders, as a pledge, delivered into her hands.— 
Faraianus Strada, in his Hiftory of the Low Country Wars,- relates, “ That they moft mife- 
“ rably plundered the richeft port-town in all Chriftendbm for three days together, to the va- 
lue of at leaft two millions of pilloles, belide an infinite value of rich merchandize and fur- 
“ niture dellroyed by fire, &c. — Almoft tlircc thoufancT of its inhabitants fell by the fword,— 
“ fifteen hundred were cither burned or trodden to death, and as many drowned in the 
“ Scheldt, &c.” It was the Prince of Parma who was, at this time, Governor of the. Ne- 
tlicrlands, D’Alva having been already recalled.. 

The facking of this city gave the finilhing blow to the commerce of the Netherlands. The 
whole filhing trade, fays Monfieur Huct, in his Memoirs of the Dutch Trade, if, as fome 
think, he was the author of that work, removed into Holland ; and as for the noble manu- 
fadlures of Flanders and Brabant, they removed to different parts. Much of the woollen ma- 
nufadturc fettled at Leyden, where it Hill flourilhes. The linen removed to Hacrlem and 
Amftcrdam. One third part of the merchants and the workmen, who worked and dealt in 
filks, damafks, and taffaties, and in bayes, fays, ferges, {lockings, &c. fettled in England, 
becaufe England was then ignorant of thofc manufaflurcs : and the reft of the merchants of 
Antwerp, rhore cfpecially the Proteftants, would prob.ably alfo have fettled in England, but 
that foreign merchants paid aliens, that is, double cuftoms there, and were alfo excluded from 
all companies or focictics of commerce, as were alfo foreign journeymen from fetting up to 
be maftcr-workmcn, or even partners in any trades but fuch as the Englifh were unacquainted 
with. And thus, through the madnefs of Spanifli Popifh bigotry, and of arbitrary power, 
commerce and manufaflurcs, driven from the Netherlands, proved the means of carrying to, 
and incrcafing them in moft of the countries of Europe weft and north of the Mediterranean 
fca, and to feveval cities and towns which had hitherto enjoyed neither of them. — A moft fe- 
rious memento to all nations ! 

To this pcrfecution of the Flcmiftt Proteftants, the kingdom of Sweden is likewife faid to 
be indebted for its greateft improvements ; whither numbers of them having removed, they 
firft taught the Swedes the making of iron cannon, and of other irony copper, and brafs ma- 
nufaiftures. For it feems, that, before this time, moft of the Swedifh iron was only run into 
pigs there, and then was fent to Dantzick, and other parts of Pruflia, .to be forged into bars ; 
juft as the Englifh formerly fent their wool into Flanders, to be made into cloth by the Fle- 
mings . — Sic VOS non vobis vellera/ertis oves { 

Before this final overthrow of the commerce of Antwerp, the once famous Gerard Malynes, 
in his treatife, entitled. Free Trade, printed in oftavo, in 162a, p. 68, obferves, “ That no 
“ nation trafficked fo much to Antwerp, in bulk of {bple commodities, as the realm of 
En|land did. This,” fays he, “ is afterteddsy Botcro, who relates, that two years before 
** tlie taking of Antwerp, all tlic merchandize of Chriftendom, which was vended there in 
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*585 one year, being valued by the officer* of that city, the whole being divided into five parts, 

the Englifh merchandize alone amounted unto four parts thereof.” 

Thuanus, lib. 62. called Antwerp the mpft opulent city in the world : yet, a* moft part of 
her commerce Was carried on by the fliips of foreign nations, ftie had not much (hipping pro - 
pcrly of her own, compared with that of London and Amfterdath in our days. So that, when 
it was racked, the (hipping removed with the nations they belonged to, which was a principal 
reafon why Antwerp was difabled from recovering its former commerce ; though the Dutch 
forts on the Scheldt, below it, was another, and a (till more cogent one. In its glory, it con- 
taiifed thirteen thoufand five hundred private houfes, forty-two churches, twenty-two market- 
places, and two hundred and twenty ftreets : from the Scheldt, on which (t (lands, in the 
figure of a crefeent, were cut eight principal canals into the city, for laden (hips to go into the 
heart of it. Not only England and Holland have happily felt the advantages of the w ild con- 
duft of Spain,* in their pcrfecution of the Pfotefiants of the Netherlands, by a very confidcr- 
able acceffion of induftrious manufoflurers, but likewife many cities of Germany were, from 
the fame caufe, (locked with induftrious inhabitants ; particularly, the Count De Hanau was 
‘induced, on this account, to tre&, what is called the New Town of Hanau, which is much 
fuperior to the old one, and is fince greatly increafed by Louis XIV. of France’s later pcrfccu- 
tion of his Proteftant fubjc£ls. 

The fize and extent of the city of Weftminfter at this period, may be eafily conceived, 
when compared with our own times, viz. It was ordered by the dean, high-fteward, and bur- 
gefies, •• That the number of alehoufes (hould not exceed one hundred, viz. fixty for St. Mar- 
“ garet’s parifh, twenty for St. Martin’s, and twenty for St. Clement’s and the Savoy pre • 
“ cinfl whereby the inhabitants of St. Margaret’s pari(h then exceeded thofe of all the reft 
of the liberty by one fixth part ; and as there were then (/. r. when Maitland wrote, between 
forty and fifty years ago) one thoufand one hundred and fixty-four alehoufes in that city and 
liberty, we may fafely conclude, that the whole mull be confiderably more than twelve times 
as large at this period than it was in 1 585 ; for, even fince Maitland’s time, it has very rapidly 
increafed, both in buildings and extent. 

In this fame year, the gallant Sir Richard Grenville failed for Virginia, by the old round- 
about way before deferibed, with feven (hips, laden with arms, ammunition, and provifions, 
and with men for a fettlement. He began with forming a colony at Roanoke ifte, lying about 
five leagues from the continent, in thirty-fix degrees north latitude, where he left one hundred 
and eight men. It is a truly melancholy confideration, that thefe poor men were left to Ihift 
for themfelves in fo wild a country, ftfr above a year ; and who, being fo eager to dlfcovergold 
and (liver mines, now never like to be found there, neglected to prepare their provifions in 
due feafon, and going far up the country in quell of thofe naines, (for golden dreams were 
then univerfal) moft of them were cither deftroyed by the natives, or perilhed for want ; and 
the few who furvived, were taken up by Sir Francis Drake, on his return to that coaft from 
haraffing the Spanifh Weft Indies, who took them all home, although they had fown corn 
there, which was very near ripe, and would have been fufficient for two year* fuftenance : and 
they were but juft gone, when a (hip, fitted out at the foie coft of Sir Walter Raleigh, arrived 
there, with all forts of conveniences ; as did Sir Richard Grenville, foon after, with tfiree 
other (hips, With a further fupply : but finding the places quite defolate where the Engliih 
planters had fettled, they all returned home. In thefe accounts there appears to be fomc con- 
fufion, as well with refped: to the identical year, as to the names of perfons engaged therein, 
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O * l O" 1: n O \r ■ ■C O M MKRCt* l6l 

1585 whicli i« dwiag to % i»a<!ai«icy'®l in tbofe days. The whole, how- 

ever« At pref^i^, is of no very great cott&qnence. 

W'hUft fuch difcoveriea were nwkittg fingknd in America, Queen Eliaabeth was not 
inattentive to aliairs of the Netherlands, where the fevcn united provinces had, in this 
year 1581, in their afferobly, empowered deputies m as appears if the fifteenth 

volume of the Foedera, p, 793 to 798, witlsya requcft to take their provinces under her pro- 
teftion, or elfe to grant them fufficient aid, dyring their War with the King of Spain. And 
although fte refufed to be their fovereigo, yet,, in this fame year, Hid. p. 799, Ihe fent to 
their adilhmce the Earl of Lckefier to command her troops, confifling of five thotifend foot 
and one riioufand horfe, and to be gotvemor of their provinces. Sec vol. ii, p. 83 to 38 , of 
the CoUeflion of Treaties, in four volumes o^vo, pahlifhed in 1,732. 

In tliis fame year, iiid. Foedera, p, 801, the States General of thefe feven provinces, as a 
fecurity for the expence Ihc had been and was like to be at for affifting them, pledged the fol- 
lowing towns and forts into her hands, via. the town ofFlulhing, and the fort of Rammekins 
in Zealand, and, p. 80a, iiJd> die town of Brill, with its forts. Of the two firft-named 
places the ever famous and gallant Sir Philip Sidney w|is made governor, and of the latter Sir 
Thomas Cecil; which three places were to be reftored, upon this Queen’s being repaid all 
her faid dilburfcmcnts. This is called die treaty of Nonfucb, concluded the tenth of 
Auguft, 1585. 

It would be to little purpofe to recount all the private adventures of Englifhmcn againft the 
Spaniards in America in Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; yet Drake’s grand expedition thither, in 
the year 1585. (though undertaken only by private adventurers) with twenty-five fhips, and 
two thoufand three hundred men, may merit a brief account. 

I. He facked the town of St. Jago at the Cape de Verd Ifics. 

II. He failed from thence to the Weft Indies, and took and pillaged die city of St. Do- 
mingo. 

III. Sailing over to the main land, he took by force the city of Carthagena, and obliged the 
inhabitants to ranfom it. The leaTon being far advanced, he found himfeif compelled, with his 
companions, to return homeward, without following tUcir original fcheme, which was, to 
march over land to Panama, on the Ihorc of the South Sea. Wherefore, 

IV. They ftfOed by the coaft of Florida, where they took and fecked the fort of St. Au- 
guftinc, and found about two thoufand pounds in money, and fourteen brafs cannon. Next 
he called at tbc infant Virginia colony; which, being unable to fuftain itfclf longer, betook 
the’peopjehome wifh him to England, as we -have already related. Hakluyt makes the whole 
booty of this expedition not to exceed fix hundred thoufand pounds, and that they loft therein 
feven hundred men; it,^erefore did not fully anfwcr the expeftations that had been formed 
efit. 

In Mux fame y^r, Queen Ehaabelh ^apted a patent to the Earls of Warwick and Leiceftcr, 
and to forty more, for an cxclufive or foie trade to the dominions of Morocco, for twelve 
years ; . to the Emperor, whereof, MukyHamet, ihe fent her miniftel (Roberts) who remain- 
ed three years diere, and obtained fomc^privileges for the Englifh; particularly, that none of 
the EngHfhfoouIdi in future, be made llaves in his dominions. 

The Algerine pifotes now firft ventured out into the Ocean, according to Moigan’s Hiftory 
-of A%«r8, T<ri. i}. p. 588, Mor« ^ with three fliips, attacked and pillaged the 

drief town of the Oiakries, carry ing home much Iwoty Sad many captives 
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1585 The violent nicafurcs of the Duke D’ Alva, and the fubfequent fack of Antwerp, had forced 
fuch multitudes of people to take Ihelter at Amfterdam, that, according to Werdeiiltagcn, the 
Hanfeatic hiftorian, that city now began to extend its pomeriuni or bounds j and, in a few 
years after, it ihereafed above one half ; and new ramparts, ditches, &c. were made round 
the kidlcafed part of that famous city. That author further obferves, tliat, at one time, nine- 
teen thoufana people retired from Antwerp into Holland, and thofc moftly to Amfterdam ; 
whereby Antwerp, not only the fineft city of all Brabant, but likewife almoft of all Europe, 
was miierably ftripped of its wcaltli and profperity, whiltt tiches, arts, ingenuity, and induftry 
crowded into Amfterdam, in a manner fo fudden as hardly to be paralleled in ftory fa that it 
now became the chief city of traffic in all the Netherlands. For, as the great Pehftonary Do 
Witt obferves, in his Intcrcft of Holland, although Antwerp was, in refpeft of its good 
“ foundation and far extended traffic, the moft renowned merchandizing city that ever was 
“ (till then) ki the world, fending many Ihips backwards and forwards from France, Eng- 
“ land, Spain, Italy, &c. and making many lilk manufaAures, yet Brabant and Flanders 
“ were too remote and ill fituatfed for crofting at Antwerp, or near to it, the fllhery of had- 
•“ dock, cod, and herring, an^ -/or making that trade as profitable there as it might be in 
“ Holland. The King of Spain, according to the maxims of monarchs, defired to weaken 
that ftrbng city, which he thought too powerful, and to difperfc the traffic over his other 
“ numerous cities. The merchants of Antwerp, being therefore compelled to forfakc that 
*' city, chofc Amfterdam to fettle in, (which, before the troubles, was the next great city of 
“ commerce in the Netherlands) becaufc the ifles of Zealand were not fo w’cll fituated for in- 
“ land commerce ; and there was then no toleration of religion either in France or England ; 
“ in the latter country alfo there were heavy duties on goods exported and imported, and their 
“ guilds or halls excluded forcignets ; neverthelcfs, one third part of the dealers in, and 
“ weavers of fays, damalks, ftockings, &c. went cafually into England, bccaufe thofe trades 
“ were then new to the Englifh, and therefore under no halls or guilds : another great part 
■ “ went to Leyden ; and the traders in linen, fixed at Hacrlcm : the Flemifh fifliing went alfo 
“ to Holland ; though ftili the villages of Flanders afld Brabant retained much manufafture, 
“ by means of land carriage into France and Germany.” What Botero fays, in his Treatife 
of the Caufes of the Magnificence and greatnefs of Cities, was ftill, even now, certainly true 
of the cities of Flanders, viz, “ That they were the moft mercantile anS the moft frequented 
“ cities for commerce and traffic in all Europe ; a principal caufe whereof was, that the in- 
“ finite quantity of merchandize imported and exported, paid but a very fmall cuftom.” 

At this time, the new erefted republic of the united provinces was in great diftrefs, as not 
only King Henry III. of France, but Queen Elizabeth of England, had again refiifed to be 
their fovereigns. The fagacious ,Qucef! forefaw, that when was once engaged with Spain 
in defence of that fovereignty, it would be almoft impoffible to tell when Ihe Ihould be able to 
retreat with hoirour and fafety ; but the powerful aid Ihe intended to give the States General 
file might either Icflcn or increafe at pleafure. Queen Elizabeth^ therefore, by a treaty with 
the States, ftipulated to fupply them with five thoufand foot au<i one thoufand horfc ; which 
fhe engaged to pay whilft the war lafted ; on condition of beitig repaid at tlte ehd of it ; the 
three forts already mentioned being to remain in Elizabeth’s- hands by way of fecurity for the 
fame, and for one hundred thoufand pounds in money, which Ihe had before lent them. 

Sir Bernard Drake, with a fquadron of Englifli fliip?, was now font to Newfoundland, 
where he took foveral Portuguefe Ihips laden with iilh add oil ; (Portugal being now united 

to 
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l§% to S|>«in) which is all that we meet with material concerning that iiland during the reft of tills 
■, century. 

1586 The fifteenth volume of J^ymer’s Feedera concludes, in the year 1586, p. 803 to 807, with 
one .of the beft treaties that was ever made between the two filler nations of Britain. King 
James VI. of Scotland was ftill a minor ; and for the mutual defence of both kingdoms, and 
the fccurity of the Proteftant religion, as well as for the prevention of foreign invafions, the 
yourig Scotiih King now ftipulatcs to affift Q^ieen Elizabeth with two thoufand horfemen and 
fife thoufand foot, Queen Elizabeth engaging, in the fame manner, to aid him with three 
thoufand horfc and fix thoufand foot. 

r 

Thus our excellent Queen fuccefsfully laboured to fecure a back door, which had fo often 
been dangerous to England: by which political meafure Ihe w^s more at liberty to purfue- 
her interefts on the continent, and to improve the commerce and manufadures of her 
people. v’ . • 

Mr. MilTcldcn, in bis judicious Circle of Commerce, a guarto book, puMiftied in the year 
1623, p, 54. relates, that Queen Elizabeth, in the twenty-eighth year of her reign, confirm- 
ed all the former charters of the company of Englilh merchant-adventurers ; thereby granting 
them the fame authority to hold their courts, and to excrcife their trade in Germany, as 
amply as they had formerly done in the Netherlands ; with ftrifl prohibition to all not free of 
that company to trade within their limits ; of which new grant or charter this author, who 
•was an eminent merchant of London, affirms he had feen and examined the original. Where- 
upon, the city of Hamburg invited them again to fettle there ; and the company, in confe- 
quence of that invitation, fent thither two commiffioners : yet the Imperial and Spanilh party 
in the fenate fo far prevailed, that the commiffioners were obliged, in the year 1587, to go 
over to Staden, where they fixed the company’s ftaple to good purpofe. Before this time, 
Staden was unfrequented by merchants ; but, during the ten'years in whicli the company re- 
fided there, Staden found a great change for the better, till in the year J597, when the com- 
pany was forced to leave it. 

In this fame year. Captain John Davis, with three Ihips, made his fccond voyage towards 
the hoped-for north weft paflage ; but finding no paflage in the Streights of his lume, he came 
further fouth in order to attempt it, where he loft fome of his men by the natives ; and all that 
he did in this voyage was the bartering of his toys for fome hundreds of feal fleins. 

The Hanleatic towns on the Baltic Shores ftill continued to have a confiderable jcommcrce ; 
and particularly Wifmar and Lul«:ck, whilft they continued to fail dircftly to Spain with their 
own vcflcls ; but from this time forward, fays thuir hiftorian Werdenbagen, by means of fuch 
numbers of Netberlanders as had fled to Hamburg, that city pufhed on a much greater com- 
merce to Spain. F rom ||hich period moft authors date the great but gradual dcclenfipn of the 
Hanfeatic towns on the Baltic Sea, and more efpccially that of ^Vifmar; the magnificent 
churches, auguft market place, town houfe, capacious wine cellars, and the large and ftately 
private houfes of which city, fufficicntly declare the former great refort of traders to it, and its 
ancient opulence* 

At this time flourilhed the famous Danilh aftronomer, Tycho Braiie, who made fome 
aftronomical difcoverics and improvements, which proved very beneficial to navigation, and 
conftquently to maritime commerce.. He died in l^e jear 1601. 

According to Gctnelli, who will be often quoted in this work, the Chinefe> ahout the year 
X 586, for their own advantage, firft granted to the Portuguefe (near the mouth of Canton 

X a river) 
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1586 river) the rocky ifle of Macao, then inbM>it«d by vohilxrs, o«) cofklitiDii 

them;, which they accordingly did. Here Ujcy built and fortified the town bf ibat name, 
which they hold to this day, bat tributary and at the mercy of the Chlntefe, to vrhdtn they pay 
tribute and cuftoms. Since the Portuguefij 'were expelled Japan, Macao is become inconll- 
derable'; it contained five tboufand Portuguefe, in the year 1699, and oiie thoufaud five hun- 
dred Ckinefii. 

Mr. Lane, one of the Virginia adventu»rs, is laid in this year to have been the firft who 
brought tobacco home from thCncc : its name was probably given it by the Spaniard! before 
this time, from the ille of Tobago, one of tire Caribbees, where it was produced ia 
abondance. 

The fame year, Sir Walter Raleigh fitted out from Plymouth two fraall veflcls, which, at 
the Azores, took five Spanilh ihips ; and, after fome other exploits, returned home with, a 
confidcrable booty. ” 

Mr. Thomas Cavendifii now alfo commenced the fecoud Englilh circumnavigation of the 
earth, at his own cxpence, which he cfFeded in two years and two months, by the old route 
* through the Stretghts of Magellan, and home by the Cape of Good Hope, having loll two of 
his three lliips. He took a rich Spanilh Ihip from the Philippines, and deilroyed other Ihips 
and fome towns in the South Seas. But neither, this, nor Drake’s circumnavigations, were 
intended for the making any ufeful fettlements in tbofe remote parts, for the benefit of our 
commerce, as moft certainly they might eafily have done j but their principal aim was priva- 
teering againft and pillaging the Spaniards, together with' fome tranfient commerce. Thefe 
warlike circumnavigations were from this time difeontinued from England, till in the late 
Queen Anne’s reign the ftiips Duke and Duchefs of Briftol were fent out on a limilar defign. 

In this fame year, the Earl of Cumberland and Sir Walter Raleigh jointly fent .out fome 
Ihips, with a defign to privateer againft the Spaniards in the South Seas : but Uris undertaking 
proved unfortunate, and a great Jofs to thefe two enterprizing geniufes. 

Hakluyt acquaints us, that in this fame year, Jerome Horfey obtained of die Czar, Theo- 
dore Janowitz, new privileges for die Englilh Rullia company, though not exclulive ones, 
fuch as, a freedom from certain tolls or taxes, &c. But it feems, they were, in this new 
grant, prohibited from carrying their goods to the new caftle.of Archangel, and were confined 
to the old warehoufes, and the harbour of St. Nicholas. As this is the fecond time tliat wc 
, find mention made of the new caftle of Archangel, it is probable there was then no town of 
that name, and that this new caftle lias fince grown up into the town of Archangel. 

The principal gate of London, called Ludgate, with a prifon over it for debtors who arc 
freemen of the city, was this year rebuilt : and if what Holihglhed relates is to be depended on, 
it coft only fomewhat above one diouland five hundred pounds, p. 1561, which being very 
lately demolilhed, could not be as well built up again at this time for four times as much. 

Wc are indebted to De Witt’s Intereft of Holland, for the following remarks on the Earl 
of Leicefter’s conduft in Holland, under this fame year 1586, viz. “ Tliat al^ough, during 
“ the troubles on the fcore.of religion, many Flemifh and Brabant clothiers and merchants 

retind to Holland, yet were they prefently in great danger of Being driven put again by the 
“ Earl of Lcicefter, who, by the intereft of the deify, his courtiers, and Englilh foldiirs, 
“ endeavoured to make bimfetf lord of the country ; ifiuing very prejudicial plaeirts againft 
” traffic and navigatiom defigning by furprize to have feized on the three greateft trading 
^' cities, viz. AmftMdaha, Leyden, and Enchoyfen.” In another j^ce, he lays, “ that 

Leicefter’s 
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1586 “ Leicetter's edift ^tUtfccHt, ini the yei«f IS prPhibiting ftotes of war, prorifions, or even 

merdiahdbe, as %ifo letters, from oirrted to tlic Spaniards or their allies, &c. would 
“ probably have overthrown all the advarjtages which Aotarerp’s fall had brought to Holland ; 
“ had tiot the French, Scots, l!)ahes, and if andalic Haps-towns, interpofed ; in confequence 
“ of which that edift wasFruftratcd. NcvdthislefS, the bare terror of its being to take place, 
“ made very many trading people leave the Netherlands, who fettled at Hamburg, Bremen, 
“ Etiibdcn, Staden, &c.’’ The laft riaoiedi(^i^> Thnanus, lib. Ixxxv. thinks, was in order 
to raife money by this means for carrying ort the war, .by obliging all nations to purchafe* free 
navigation at high prices. Great, however, as tliofo two authors are, • it may be confidered, 
that the latter was a Frenchman, and the other ftrOngly frenchified, a violent republican, and 
foe to F,ng’and. 

1587 Sir Walter Raleigh had his mind fo intenlely fct upon at plantation in North America, that 
he again fent out three Ihips and one hundred and fifty perfons of both fokes. Thefc planters 
Raleigh’s fuperintendant fettled on the ifle of Roanoke, W'berc he found the fccond colony had 
been deftroyed by the natives. Here he 're-built the fort and houfes, calling the place the city 
of Raleigh in Virginia. He left one hundred and fifteen^ men in this new fettlemcnt, and re- 
turned home ; .where he rcmaiticd about three years before he could obtain the neceflary fup- 
plies, which he bad promiCed <0 bring in the year.after he left the Colony. When he arrived 
in 1590, with thefe fupplics, both of men and (lores, in three (hips; it feems fuch of the 
colony as remained alive had removed to a place on the continent of Virginia, called Croa- 
toan ; that word being carved on the trees. To this place they intended to fail in fearch of 
the colony ; but a (lorra unfortunately ariiing, the (hips loft their anchors and cables ; and 
provifions alfo failing, they agreed to return home, leaving that miferable colony to perilh, 
to the lhame of that age ; for although Raleigh was involved in difficulties about this time, yet* 
furcly the Queen and nation fhpuld have had compatfion on thofe poor men, who were left, 
as it were, to the mercy of favages in a wild and uncultivated country. 

Thus was this feheme of a plantation in Virginia quite laid afide, during all the reft of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; and all the great expence of Raleigh and tlie other adventurers ut- 
terly thrown away, befides the lofs of many mens lives. 

The firft pofitive law ever made in Scotland for fixing the rate of the intereft of money was 
in this year 1587, by the fifty-fccond a£l of the eleventh Parliament of King James VI. ; 
whereby the legal intereft was not for the future to exceed ten pounds, or an equivalent to live 
bolls of viftual, forone hundred pounds by the year; this valuation of five bolls to be equal 
to ten pounds Scots, was about half the value of viftual (/. e. oat meal), in tlie prefent age. 

The law made in the reign of King James I. of Scotland, for fending deputies or cominif . 
(loners to Parliament, to repiefent the kffer barons or ffeeholdcrs, having been much neglcft- 
ed, it was in this year rc-cHa^lcd, and was pver after conftandy kej^ up, as well as the repre- 
fentatives from cities knd tpwns. 

In this fame King James Sixth’s reign, there were feveral drift laws made for the confining 
of commerce in Scotland to the freemen of burghs --^fo far, that no workman or craftfman 
(hould be permitted to carry on his craft pr calling, in any adjacent fub'urb of a free burgh, 
even although the faid fuburb (hould be no way fubjeft to the faid burgh. 

, V^lieat, •according to' the Chronicon Preclofiiai; was how three pounds four (hillings per 
quarter at London; whilft in other places it was at ten (hillmgs to thirteen ftiillings per 
bufhel ; occalioncd by exceffivc exportation. They had not in ftiofe times adopted the drift 
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and neccllary regulations as we have done in later times, for the prevention of exceflive ex- 
portations, unlcfs when corn is at a moderate price. 

About this time Queen Elizabeth condefeended to grtfnt to the Steelyard merchants of the 
German Hans-towns, the very fame commercial privileges and immunities, in point of cuf- 
toms on commerce, as were enjoyed by her own naturaUborn fubjefts ; provided however, 
that her Englifti merchants at Hamburg were equally well treated ; which, ncvcrthelefs, did 
not give them entire content. And in the mean time, that Queen being in a ftatc of war with 
Spain, flic gave the Hans-towns due notice not to carry into Spain, Portugal, nor Italy, either 
provifions, naval ftores, or implements of war, for the King of Spain’s ufe, under forfeiture 
thereof, and gven of corporal punifliment. 

In England, as well as in other European countries, where there was any confiderable com- 
merce, the falaries, and daily wages or pay of artificers, foldiers, failors, labourers, &c. be- 
came confiderahly enhanced about this time ; occafioned partly by the general ihfcrcafe of com- 
merce, arid partly by the great acceffion of filver bullion, annually imported from the Spanifh 
colonies in Mexico and Peru. Of this enhancement we have an inftance in this year 1587, 

■ from the undoubted authority of Rymer’s Feedcra, vol. xvi. p. 5, “ wherein Queen Eli/.a- 
“ beth grants to Sir Thomas Shirley the office of treafurer of her army in the Netherlands, 
“ with an allowance of one pound fix fliillings and eight-pence per day, for Iris own diet, as 
“ this Englifti record exprefles it, and ten fliillings per diem for his vicc-treafurcr’s entertain- 
“ ment : alfo fix fliillings and eight-pencp per diem for each of three other paymafters. The 
“ Queen alfo allows him one per cent, for portage of all fuch fums of money as fhould come 
“ to his bands; with all other advantages enjoyed by the former treafurer of her faid army,” 
In the fame fixteenth volume, p, 6, of the Foedcra, wc have a long letter of the Count of 
Eaft Friefland, to Queen Elizabeth, “ complaining of the Hollanders, who had blocked up 
“ his river Ems, and even part of his town of Embden; fo as to hinder the exportation of 
“ corn, &c. under pretence of' fuch provifions being carried to the Spaniards their enemies ; 
“ whilft, at the fame time,” adds this Count, “ they therafelves fend two hundred veflcls to- 
** gether, yearly, laden with corn, and other provifions, See. to their mortal enemy the King 
“ of Spain’s country, for the fake of gain.” The Count tclls.the Queen “ how niuch he 
had formerly encouraged her merchant-adventurers, when fettled at Embden; alfo how 
“ much even they were pbftruSlcd in carrying their cloth into the inner parts of the empire, 
“ by the Hollanders interruption of his people’s commerce.-— And that he had given fuch en- 
couragemeiit to her faid merchants, nptwithftanding all the endeavours of the Imperial and 
“ Hanfeatic cities to obftruSI it.’’ Yet this year the company was not at Embden, but had 
, removed from Hamburg to Staden. 

Queen Elizabeth having had intelligence of the formidable preparations of Philip II. of 
Spain, for an invafion of England, had fent out Sir Francis Drake; with a fleet of forty fliips, 
to the coaft of Spain, where he deftroyed many fliips, particularly at or near Cadiz and Lilbon, 
above one hundred velTels laden with provifions and ammunition ; lie alfo took a rich Por- 
tugal carrack from Eaft India, at the Azores; “ out of the papers whereof,” fays tlamdcn, 
in Queen Elizabeth’s hiftory, “ the Englifti fo fully underftood the rich value of the Eaft 
“ Indian merchandize, and the manner of trading into the eaftern world, that they afterwSrds 
fet up a gainful trade by eftabliihing a company of Eaft India merjchants at Lorffion.” He 
alfo took an Argofie, full of rich merchandize. 
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1587. Htre we niuft remark, what otltcrs have long firtcc done, that fuch vaft damages done to 
Spain in this year 158-7, greatly contributed to King Philip’s being conftrained to defer, to the 
following year, his intended invalioii of Englandi— Bat, ^notlter greater, and fecmingly more 
efFediual caufe of deferring it, does equal honour to commerce, and to Sir Francis Walfing- 
baro, Secretary of State; who, by the aidof Thomas Sutton, Efq; (who was afterwards founder 
of the Cbarter-houfc hofpital in London) and alfo of the Queen’s merchant. Sir Thomas 
GrcfKam, and of feme others jointly, who found means to get all the Spanifh bills of exchange 
protefted; which were drawn on the merchants of Genoa, and which were to fupply Philip 
for the carrying on of his preparations. “ A merchant of London,” fays Bifltop Burnet’s 
firft volume, p. 313, of the Hiftory ofhis Life and Times, “ bcingvery wgll acquainted with 
** the revenue and expence of Spain, and of all that they could raife; and knowing alfo that 
** their funds were fo fwallowcd up, that itwas impolBble for themio viffual and fit out their 
“ fleet, But by their credit on the bank of Genoa; he undertook to write to all the places of 
trade, and to get fuch remittances made on that bank, tiiat be might have fo much of the 
“ money in his own hands, as there fhould be none current there, equal to the great occafion 
“ of viflualling the Spanifli fleet. He reckoned, that the keeping of fuch a treafurc dead in 
“ his hands, until the feafon of viftualling was over, would bca loi's of forty thoufand pounds. 
“ And ho* managed the matter with fuch. fccrccy And fuccefs, that the fleet could not be fet 
out that year. At fo fmall i price,” fiiys the Bifliopj With fo Ifcilful a- management, was 
“ the nation faved at that time !” Wheeler, the fecrctary and hiftoriographer of the Englifh 
Merchant-adventurers company, in his book already fo often quoted, alfo allcrts, “ that his 
“ faid Fcllowfhip of Merchant-adventurers were likewile, on this*occafion, affifting to the 
“ Queen in like fort, at the mart of Kiel in Holftein.” AH which demonftrates the great 
importance of mercantile ^credit, and its influence, when well condufted, in ntatters of even 
the higbeft ftatc concern to a nation. 

In the fame year 1587, Mr. John Davis, with three Ihips from Dartmouth, undertook a 
third voyage for the difeovery of a north-weft palTage to China, &c. In this voyage, he met 
with a Bifcay fhip, whom he judged to be engaged in fifhtng for whales. Nothing materially 
different happening in this attempt from the twn former, he returned home without finding 
any paflage, having again gone up the Streights which bore his name, to no effeff. All thefe 
three voyages were much encouraged by the Lord Treafurer Burleigh, Sir Francis Walfing- 
ham, Secretary of State; and other noblemen, and alfo- by feveral merchants. Thofc- great 
men knew, from what had already been difeovered, as alfo from the frame or ftrufture of the 
terraqueous globe, that fooner or later more difeoveries would be made ; and that as it would 
greatly redound to the benefit of the nationi fo it would no defs advance their own glory to be 
the inftruments of fuch great benefits to their counrtry. 

1588 King Philip 11 . ofSpaiii, though difiippoimed, as we have juft related, of invading England 
in the year 1587, fent his fleet and troops oht againft England in the memorable year 1588. 
Our Camden allerts, “ that it was the beft appointed in men, ammunition, and provifions, 
“ of all that ever the Ocean faW; . and was called by the- arrogant appellation of the -Invincible 
** Armada.” Confiftingof v 

Ships of all Jtiiidsi — . ^ . 130; 

Soldier;,.. — <• — . , 19,390 

Sailors, . — 8,350 

Cannon, • — — 2,630 . 


The 



j68 AN HISTORICAL *A H P C« R 0 N O 1, 0 G I C A L ©RJJtl'CTION 

A. I>. ' 

1588 Tlieparticulais of this ex{>c 4 ttion« long fince become fo threa 4 '»lHit« a fuljkj©^, b^iug to be 
found in all our own hiftorics* an4 In thofe ofahnoft all other nations, we lhall therefore only 
veiy bi icily remaik, that our fea coimnandets and marincts, on this occafioo, gaindd itnmortal 
honour. 

The great Grotius, in tlie fifth book of his Annals of tlw Netherland Wars, has the follow- 
iiig remark, and fine encomium thereon, 

“ The glory of Gieece and Rome, which anciently cfFeflcd their greateft tnatter, by naval 
“ viflories, was in thefe times undoubtedly equalled by the fortune and valour of the Englifli, 
“ although their conquefts were more flowly as well as more fafely obtained over Spain ; and 
“ in all the time tliey fought witli the Spaniards* they did not lofe one coniiderable fiiip, nor 
“ above one hundicd men ' — Whereas the Spaniards endured all kinds nf mifery ; lofing near 
“ five thoufand men, and their beft Ihips.” 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 16, of the Foedora, “ we fee the Queen’s lotlels patent to Sir 
“ Francis Drake, to govern her whole fleet.” And it is fomewhat remaikable, that this is 
the firft mention we meet with in the Foedera of that famous fea commander, excepting a 
Angle inftance of the preceding year 1587, being a complaint of the magilbratcs of Cologne in 
Germany, tliougli an inland city, of lus having taken an Eaft India fliip, bound for Lilbon, 
already mentioned, in which were laden vaiious kinds of merchandise belonging to their citi- 
zens ; and praying the Queen to reftore their faid effects. The Loid Admiral, Charles, Lord 
Howard of Effingham, was properly the chief commander of the EngUfh fleet this year, and 
Drake only his vice-admiral, as Sir John Hawkins, and Sir Martin Frobiffier were his rear- 
adraiials. The whole Englifli fleet confillcd of but feventy-fix fljips paid by the Queen, and 
thirty-eight by the city of London ; befide eighty-three coaflers, &c. fent by feveral other fea 
ports ; in all one hundred and nincty-feven veflels great and fmall ; befldes tliofe of Holland 
and Zealand. Some of«ur veflels, filled with combuflible matter, and fent among the Spanilli 
Ihips, are laid to have given rife to the terrible invention of fire-fliip$, 

In fliort, this famed Armada, what by the valour of the Englifli navy, which, though 
much inferior, had many diflerent fleirmifhes with them in the Channel, and that of the 
Hates of the new Belgic republic — what alfo by the Duke of Parma’s being obftrufted by crofs 
accidents with his land and *fea licirce from the Netiierlands, to join thofe of Spain ; and to 
which may be added very violent and tompeftuous weather; tills pompous and truly powciful 
armament, after lofiog many fliips and men, was obliged to retire north about by the coalls 
of Scotland, atkd from thence fputhward, home to Spain, by the weft coaft of Ireland. On 
tlie Scotch coaft the Spanifti fleet loft man;|ir ihips, and, according to Camden, had above feven 
hundred foldiers and failors wrecked there, who, by the intetjeeffion of this Prince of Parma 
to King James, and by pemiiflion of Qpeen Elizabeth, were afterwards fent over to tbc Low 
Countries : but thofe who were (hifwrccked on the Irifli coafts were almoft every where put 
to the fword. King Philip the Second’s minifters, it is faid, concealed this great misfortune 
from him for Ibme days; but, it feems, on perceiving, by the fadnefs of their countenances, 
that Aimewhat difaftcrous bad happened, be obliged tbetn to difeiofe tlie whole to him — 
■Whereupon, he is reported to have greatly faid, God’s will be done; 1 fpnt my Armada 
to attack England, not to fight againft the elements — King James of Scotland behoved 
very well on this trying occafion ; and is by Camden reported to have fiioettoufly laid, I'hat 
he looked for no other fiivour from the Spaniard that! what Polyphemus pniniifed to Ulyflcs, 
namely, that after all ^ reft were devoured, he Ihould be the laft to be fwallowed. And thus 

were 
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1588 were not only England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the new republic of the United Nether- 
lands, preferved from imminent deftruftion, but alfo the equilibrium of the general liberties 
of all the reft of Europe, as well as the Proteftant religion in Britain and elfewhere. For, at 
this time, the monarchy of Spain was undoubtedly the mod potent of any in Chriftendom ^ 
although by its own bad meafurcs, and the gradually growing power of Holland and England, 
and foon afterwards of France, when its civil wars fubfided, that power, not many years af- 
ter this time, began to (hew evident fymptoms of a fatal dcclenfion. Out of one hundred and 
thirty-four Blips, which for this great attempt came out of Lilbon, no more than fifty-three 
returned ; only one of thcgaleafles of Naples, and oqe of the four great galleons of Portugal-; 
and only thirty-three of the ninety-one galleons and hulks of other provinces : fo that in all, 
Spain loft eighty-one fliips, and thirteen thoufand five hundred foldiers and mariners, bcfidcs 
much treafurc. 

Qiiccn Elizabeth fends Daniel Rogers as her Envoy to the D«anifh cou^rt, not only for keep- 
ing that crown from abetting her foes, but for preventing their general praftice of flopping 
Engliih merchiant fliips in pafiing the Sound, for private mens offences ; and that the toll for 
that paflagc might not he pnid by the Englifli but at their return homeward from the Baltic Sea, 
and this only in* the ufual money of Denmark, fays Camden : moreover, that the owners 
flioulJ not fuffer punifhment for the frauds comnaitted by pilots : that, moreover, the packs 
of cloths might be free from impofts, and that the cuftom called laft-gclt might be relcafcd to 
the Englini. All which^ however, were at this time poftponed, under pretence of the King's 
minority. For the Danes were a little difeontented with the Engliih,’* continues Camden, 
for that they now failed into Ruffia, not by the Sound, but by the coafts of Norway, Fiii- 
mark, and Lapland, &cc. But Boris Theodorides, Czar of Ruffia, who this year fucceed- 
** ed Theodore Joannidcs, or Janowitz, omitted no means to help tlie Englifli, and by all 
good offices to procure the Queen’s amity.” Rogers alfo demanded, that the ancient league, 
which was to be renewed every feven years, for liberty for the Englifli to filh at Iceland, 'might 
not be evaded ; which point was alfo poftponed. 

As the number of men in a nation is of the laft importance, wc fliali here quote a paragraph 
of the anonymous author of a fmall folio treatife, publiflicd in 1689, intitled, The happy fu- 
ture State of England, p. 249, he fays That Mr. Pepys, once Secretary of the Admiralty, 
‘‘ flicwed liim a paper, mentioning, that the whole number of men in the realm of Spain, 
taken by a fccrct furvey, fome time (as is fuppofed) before the year 1588, was but one uiiF 
M lion one hundred and twenty-five thoufand three hundred and ninety, cxclufivc of tlic 
regular and fccular clergy.” Now, we may here obferve, that if it be true, as is generally 
prefumed, that all the grown up men of a country are about one fourth part of the whole peo- 
ple, men, women, and children ; then, multiplying the faid one million one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand three hundred and ninety, by four, gives us the whole people, in the 
kingdom of Spain about this time, viz. four million five hundred and one thoufand five hun- 
dred and fixty fouls : the fmalincfs of which number, in fo extenfive a country, is cafiJy to 
be accounted for, when we duly confidcr, 

I. Their driving out fuch vaft numbers of Moors and Jews, and their receiving no foreign 
fupplics in their ftcad. 

II? Their fending out continually fuch numbers of tlieir own people, for about eighty years 
preceding,,^ to plant their American dominions. And^ 

VoL. 11 . Y Lallly 
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1588 Laftly, The cqnfoming and deftta^ive wars of EtSfieror C^ai^ V; K*^ 

Philip 1 1 . ill the Netherlands, .Italy , ^c. There arc e»en many m oi»r OW» of bptnion, 
that Spain does not at prefent contam above five millions of foula. 

The manufa^ute of tliat fort of fuperfine linen cloth called Canabrklti which took its name 
from the city^f Cambray in the Walloon Netherlands, was at tith thne fo confifienfiite in that 
city, according to the very good authority of Thuanus, tlNK an exaft aocoaht being taken, by 
perfons verfcd in fuch matters, it was found that there Were annOally inanufaftur^ in that city 
lixtythonland websorpiecesofcambrick; which being’ valued, one with another, at forty 
fiorins each, amounts to two million four hundred thoO&nd fiorihs, or about two hundred 
and forty thoufand pounds ftcrling, yearly. — Thuani, lib. 89, fub anno 1 588. 

The Happy future State of England, (already (juoted) under this fame year, relates, p. 127, 
“ That in aremonftrance of the Corporation-of the Trinity Houfe, in the year 1602, to the 
Earl of Notfingham, Lord High Admiral ol England, extant in Sir Julius Cefar’s Collec- 
“ tions, it is faid, that in the year 1588, Queen Elizabeth had at fca one hundred and fifty 
“ fail of Hups, whereof only forty were her own,” (the largeft of which were not bigger than 
one of our modem fourth rates ; yet Ihc was then the next beft maritime power to Spain ; the 
reft of Europe, Venifie excepted, having very few lliips of force in thofe times) “ and one 
“ hundred and ten were the fliips of her fubjefls. And that in the faid year, there were likewife 
“ one hundred and fifty fail of Englifh merchant fliips employed in trading voyages to all parts 
“ and countries ; each being of about one hundred and fifty tons burden, one with another. 

Alfo, that all thofe three hundred fliips were manned with fiiirty thoufand feamen, viz. the 
“ Queen’s forty fliips with twelve thoufand, or three hundred in each fliip ; the one hundred 
and ten hired ones with twelve thoufand one hundred, or one hundred and ten in each fliip 
** on an average ; and one hundred and fifty trading fliips, with fix thoufand feamen, or forty in 
” each fliip.” But this rcmonftrance farther adds, “ That in a little above twelve years fince 
” the find year 1588,” /. e. at or near the time they made that remonftrance, “ the (hipping, 
“ and the number of feamen were decayed about one third part.” This declenfipn of our ma- 
ritime power, was, without doubt, owing to the Queen’s wars with Spain, by the great lofs 
of. (hipping in thofe wars, and in the many private expeditions and adventures of our people 
to America, Africa, &c. 

“ Both before and after the year 1588,” contmnes the hft quoted author, iiiJ. “ upon 
** Spain’s complaining that the Englilh (hips frequented the Indian, iec. feas, Queen Eliza- 
“ zabeth” as Camdeft and others alfo obferve, “ declared, diat the ocean was free to all ; 
“ forafmuch as, neither nature, nor regard of public ufe, do permit the exclufiye poflefiion 
** thereof. The like anfwer (he made to the King of Denmark, Who Would needs fet up a 
“ claim to the fovereignty of the (eas of Norway a^ Iceland, becaufe he was Lord of the 
(hores on both (ides, faying, fiiat the Kings of England never prohibited the navigation and 
filhing on the Irifli fea or channel, even though they be Loids alfo of both ihores.” - Yet in 
^eca(eof the Ruflia Company’s (hips, we have fwm, tfoder thn year i^j, the Queen partly 
complied with the Dani(h claim. j 

tp How different this ftile is ftom that of |he writers in the ; re^s of C^e^ Elizabeth’s 
next two fucceifont, and -of feme even of later times, tm tius fubjeft, wiilbe foen inits proj^r 
place. Echard, and moft other of our Englilh hiftoyitOs^ ^o give us that C^een’s an- 
fwer to the complaints of: MendozS, the Spanilfa ambaflidor, in dm year Drake’s 

return from his navigation roond the globe, viz. « Tli«ai toDtatof’s fof^ On ihelnd^^^ 

, ■ : * “ fcas, 
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IS^ ^ it w*s «* ItwM for to do (b, as for the Spaniards ; fiuce the fea and air arc 

, In tame famous year 1586^ what t« tailed kie Cheft at Clutham was firft erected, being 
a«^ci^^i|itMmfo^tlK and fuperannuated Engliih mariners, out 

to fuch for their lives, by the advice and influence of Sir Francis 
iiawiuns, &c. It was, at firft, only a voluntary monthly contribution of tha 
Out of thett pay, for the fuccour of their then wounded brethren ; but was afterwards 
tDk^ ^erfHStual ^F C^een Elizabeth By an a£l of the Rump Parliament, in the year 1649, 
cap. itxiy. For abolUhing of Deans and Chapters, and Selling of their Lands, we And, that 
this <^eft had been ufually kept at what is called the Hill-houfc at Chatham, which, with its 
gardens, &cc. had belonged to the Dean and Chapter of Roefaefter. Until the noble founda- 
tiMi of Greenwich Hbfpital by King William HI. this was the only charity of that kind for 
difltrefled failors. Biihop Gibfon? in his Additions to Camden’s Britannia, obferves, “ That 
“ the navy of England has always owed more to tlic coSnty of Kent, than to all dlie other coun- 
ties together ; on account of the nuitiber and impprtaiKe of the places of that county, fob- 
“ fervient to the royal navy, which, beiide the above named place, of Chatham yards, docks, 
“ &c. has Greenwich, Deptford, Woolwich, Sheernefs, and Doyer, fubfervient to it.” 

How much thefo dock-yards, ftore-houfes, &c. have been incteafed and improved Ance 
Camden’s time, and even Ance the Arft edition of Biihop Gibfon’s Additions, in the year 
1692, would require a volume fully to deferibe. And there are additions, enlargements, and 
very ufeful and ^autiful improvements confointly making to thofc places, and alfo to the two 
famous ports of Portfmouth and Plymouth : fo that the King’s yards alone appear like large 
towns of tliemfclves. And as a beginning is made for the like end at IVlilford Haven, it is to 
be hoped authority w^l efFcdtually cotnpleat the fortiAcations, docks, &c. of diat incomparable 
haven, even in this generation. 

Dr. Gyles Fletcher being in this fame year font Queen Elizabeth’s ambaflador to Ruflia, ob- 
tained, although not without diliiculty, a renewal of certain former grants ; fuch as li berty for 
. the Euglifh Ruflia Company to trade through Ruflia into Perfla ; alfo payment of part of the 
debts due by Ruflian fobjedls to that Company ; and that no Englilhman, reAding in Ruflia, 
Ihould be reputed of the Company, milefs he be acknowleged and authorifod by them. But 
the Czar would never be brought to allow our faid Company its original excluAve trade to 
this country : for which, and other caufes, tlie Company’s commerce was at this time very 
much decayed. 

An Englifo Ihip and pinnace from London, made at this time, a proCperous voyage to Be- 
nin, on the weft coaft of Africa, fouthward. Queen Elizabeth alfo, in the fame year, grant- 
ed a patent for ten years to come, to foroe merchants of Exeter, and other towns in Devon- 
Ihire, and two London merchants, for an cxclqflve trade to the rivers Sendai and Gambia in 
Guinea: “ becaufo,” fays this patent, the adveisturing df a new trade cannot be a matter 
of ftnall charge and hazard to the adventurers in the 'beginning. — Provided, hovrever, that 
*• Rt any time after the date hereof, the Qiieen, or Ax Privy Counfcllors, may in writing re- 
** voke k}is patent^ upon Ax months notiefe;” < Here is atmthCr ihftance of little more than 
the name of aii exclsiAve'Company to hedepende<i onfo'r any cermin determined time. 

1^9 QpeenElimbeth, in ^ftrefontment of the Khtg'of Spain'aAmding his grand armada againft 
her in tjw Receding year, determined, in the^year 1 589, to c&ttj her arms into that enemy’s 
stoantry: and fhe M this time took the mdft^fthgal metlmd of dcdng it, by encouraging of pri- 

Y a vate 
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1589 vatc adventurers to undertake it, at their own coft, but under heraotbonty, they'IAt'fing ttten 
both for land and fea fervice, for annoying and defpoiling the Spaniards ; the OtUy fup- 
plying them with fix of her own ftiipi, to .which the Dutch joined fiamc of theiis. For tliis 
end, Sir Francis Drake for the fea fervice, and Sir John Noiris for the attny, pDXsnred many 
to join with^tliem in fo promifing a projeft, and took with them D<» ditafomo, '{Hretending 
to tlie crown of Portugal. Stowe makes the number of Ihips ailemblM for that end to, be one 
hundred and forty-fix, and fourteen thoufand men j Camden fays, tltiven thou&oid foldicrs, 
and one thoufand five hundrcij failors. But Rapin only eighty Ihips, and eleven tbouland fol- 
diers. With this force they landed at Corunna in Gallicia •, and the lower town they took, 
but could not poflefs themfclves of the higher : they next take Pcniche, and from thence the 
army proceeds- over land, and the fleet goes to Lilbon, for tlie attacking of Portugal, in behalf 
of the baflard Don Antonio, Pndr of Crato,- pretending to that crown, in oppofition to Phi- 
lip of Spain, ih poflefllon of it ; yet there were fo many Spanifh troops in and near that city, 
that they could not take it. They then take Cafcais, a to.wn at the mouth of tlie Tagus. 
“ And here, to recompence their charges,” fays Camden, “ they took about fixty hulks, or 
flyboats, of the German Haas-towns, laden with wheat and warlike ftores, to furnifh a 
new armada againft England. They kept the ladings, but difeharged the fliips ; which 
Hanfeatic Ihips, left they fhould be taken, had failed by the Orkneys, the weftern iflies of 
** Scotland, and the weft fide of Ireland, becaufe Qyeen Elizabeth had” (as we have related) 
“ forewarned the* Hans-towns, that they fhould not carry any vifiuals nor prqvifion for war 
'* into Spain nor Portugal, under pain of lofs of ihips and goods.” Yet although this was a 
legal capture, it nevcrthelefs gave Queen Elizabeth much trouble for feveral years after, in 
anfwering remohftrances, &c. from the Empire, and alfo from Poland and Dantzick, tiicy 
being deeply concerned in this feizure ; and in the end produced a total breach between Eng- 
land and the Hans-towns. At Icngtli, after taking Vigo by ftorm, they returned home ta 
England with one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, and a very rich booty, fays Camden ; 
though others thought otherwife, and that all their atchievements and booty did not recom- 
pence the charge and lofs of fix thoufand of their foldiers and failors. This is, perhaps, the 
greateft privateering enterprise, if it may be properly fo termed, of any in the later ages of the 
world. 

In the fame year 1589, the brave and enterprifing Earl of Cumberland, with feveral fhjps, 
failed on a private adventure to the Azores or Weftern Illcs, where he took many good prizes 
from the Spanifti and Portuguefc Weft Indies, &c, feized and ranfomed the town. of Fyal, and 
returned home witb a great booty, though much diftrefled by ftorms, &c. At the Azores, 
Lord Cumberland met with three or four Scotifti ftiips, who fupplied him with wine and wa- 
ter ; and this is the fit ft account we have met with of Scotilh Ihips making fo long a voyage in 
fuch early days. 

It is ftarcely worth recording, that, in tlie fame year 1589, an abortive privateering adven- 
ture was attempted from Plymouth, with three ihips fot die South Sea$ of America ; one of 
which was of three hundred and forty, and another of three hundred tons ; but none of them 
could get through the Streigbts of Magellan, and all three were loft in reuuming, with their 
equipage, excepting fix men, who got home to give this account. 

In this fame year 1589, William Lee, M. A. of, St. Jolin’s College in Cambtid^e, invent- 
ed an engine, or fted loom, called the Stocking Frame, for knitting or weaving of ftockings. 
This was but twenty-eight years after we had firft learned from Spain, the method of knitting* 

them 
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>589 themby wirei or needles. Mr. Lee’s invention bus proved of- great benefit to the Itocking- 
mahdfii'^Ore, by enabling England* in after times, to export vaft quantities of filk. ilockings 
to Italyi iSctt. (by Sir Jofiab Child’s excellent Difcourfcs on Trade, firft pub- 

lifhe<i in the year 1670) they had not dien got the ufe of the ftocking-framc, though little fhort 
of one hundred y^ars after its invention.’ Ydt Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of the World, 
vol. ii. p. 422 , makes this invention eleven years later, in the year 1600 ; and adds, that Mr. 
Lee not only taught this art in England and in France, but his fervants did the fame in Spain, 
Venice, and in Ireland. 

It was about this time that King Henry IV. of France brought the filk raanufaflure of that 
kingdom to confiderable improvement. Before this time, the filk-worm and mulberry-trees 
had been propagated in the more fouthern provinces of France, yiz. in the Lyonnois, Dau- 
phin^, Provence, and Languedoc ; but that King not only, carried it as far north as Orleans, 
but brought filk to be an univerfal manufafture in France. 

. The manufa£Iure of cloth, both woollen and linen, in France, .Was likewifemuch propagat- 
ed in -that King’s reign, as alfo many otlier mechanical works ; fo that the French,” fays 
De Witt’s Intereft of Holland, “ could now fupply otliErs with more manufaSures than fo- 
“ reigners could take off; whereas, formerly, the bulk of the people of France fubfifted by 
“ tillage and vine-drefling.” 

Mezerai fays, that the faid King Hensy.’IV.’ attempted to breed filk-worms at the Thuille- 
rics in Paris, at Fontainbleau, and as the Caille of Madrid, near Paris, and caufed great num- 
bers of white mttlberry-treesto.be ifianted i» all the adjacent parilhes ; but the attempt was nut 
crowned with fuccefs. 

1590 In or about the- year 1590',- was the invenrion- of the Telefcope or Spying Glafs difeovered, 
being juftly efieemed one of the moft ufcful and excellent difeoveries of modern times, though 
it was, it feems, produced by mere chance. The common .account is, that two children of 
one Janfien, a fpc£lacle-maker of Middleburg in -Zealand, being at play in their father’s fliop, 
and looking through two pieces of glafs between their fingers, which were at fome final! dif- 
tauce from each other, the weathercock of the church lleeple appeared to them unuiuaily large, 
and milch nearer. Of this they inftantly told their father, who, furprifed alfo at firft, made 
the experiment of fixing two fuch pieces of glafs in brazen circles or cylinders, fo as they 
might be placed nearer or farther at pleafure. Janfien very fopn improved this difeovery fo 
much, that he prefented a telefirope twelve inches long to Prince Maurice, and another to the 
Archduke Albert. Mr. Wotton, in his Refieftions upon Ancient and Modern Learning, re- 
lates, “ That Prince Maurice, conjefturing that they might be of great, .ufc in. war, defined 
** him to conceal his (ecret : and for tint reafon his name was fo little known,, that neither 
**■ Des Cartes nor Gerhard Voffius bad ever beard any thing of him, when tliey attributed 
** this invention to one Jacobus Metius of Alcmaer.” None of thofc firft telefcopes, how- 
ever, were above eighteen' inches long; neither were they properly ftamed for making of 
aftronoraieal obfervs^tonB, until Galileo, Aftconomerto the Grand . Ouke of Tufeany, hear- 
ing of this diftovery for bringing obje£H nearer, made, fuch great improvements therein, as 
to lUve gained him,' in tl» opinion of meny, the honour of the invention itfelf, by giving to 
the|eiefQ0pc the- appellation of Galileo’s Tube. I^me, indeed, make this iipbk invention 
to have happened ekven yean later, and thAt J. Bi^tifta Porta, a nohle-NeapoUtan, was the 
firft inventor ; bht the general belief is at ^bve, Our Micompaeable Sir. Ifa^. Newton was 
the inventor o£ the Refie£Ung l elefcope, confifting of fpecuht, or mirrors, inftead of lenfes, 
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1590 which has been iince much Impro veil!, and is much more exxiSt and nTtdul 

ones. The Microfeope, which magnifies the finalleft otgefe, ib as to be diftanSl^ viewed* 
was difeovered in the year 1631,- and it is fiiid this happened both in Naples *t^ HdHthd at the 
fame time. .Mezerai makes this invention eighteen 3reafs later ; yet hto adds, tl^ e^wsa the an- 
ciehts,inuftj;^ave known the ufe of them, if what Roger BacQnTays be true, viz. That Ju- 
“ lios C«far being on the fielgic fliorc, oppofitc to Great Britain, did, with certain great 
“ burning-glalles, difeover the pofiure and difpofitiora of the Britons army, and all the coaft 
“ country which information is left to thc.faith of foch as chufe to believe it. 

By the telefoope, aftronomy is brought to fuch a degree of perfedion, as it was impoffible 
for d«J ancients to arrive at, being without it. Navigation, and confcquentlycoitimerce, has 
alfo received very great atfillance from a nrore perfcA difeovery of die heavenly bodies ; and the 
miferofeope has wliole volumes publiflied oftts wondrous and amazing cbfeoveries. 

We have thb heft authority for fixing the date of the firft manufaSuTing of Sail Cloth in 
England to this year 1 590, being the preamble to an aft of Parliament of the frrft year of King 
James 1 . cap. icxiii. reciting, that whereas the cloths called mildernix, and powl-davics, 
“ whereof foils and other frirakure for the Ihipplng and navy are made, were heretofore alto- 
“ gether brought out of France and other parts beyond fca, and the fldll and art of making 
and weaving of the foid cloths never known or ufed in England until about the thirty-fc> 
•“ cond ymr of the reign of the late Queen Elizabeth,” that is, in the year 1590, “ aboutwhich 
“ time, and not before, the perfeft art or Ikill of making and weaving the foid cloths was at- 
“ tained to, and fince praftifed and continued in this realm, to the great benefit and commo- 
dity thereof, &c.” 

As we frill excel all the nations upon earth, both in naval power and maritime commerce, 
every thing relative to either friould, as for as is prafticable, come to us at the firft hand. Yet, 
though it may Teem fomewhat frrange that a nation, in tbofo days very for from being eminent 
dn fhipping, friould fo long have fuppKed us with this gtmt article, it ought to be confidefod, 
that they were, at that time, and long before we engaged in it, eminent for the manufofture 
'Of many kinds of excellent cloths, made both of fiax and hemp and that perfoftion, in almoft 
every art, is not to be attained but by very flow degrees.' 

In the fixteenth volume of the Foedera, p. 54, we have a letter, in French, from the States 
-General of tlie United Netherlands to Queen Elizabeth, '* loudly -complaining of the great 
and excefiive dtmiages done to their merdiants and people by her Ihips of war, as well la 
her ports as bn the feas, in the return homewards from the wefterh paria,” f. t. Spain and 
Portugal, “ amounting, as by vouchers, to one million fix hundred fotoulimd florins.” They 
fubjoin, ” That the people of the United Provinces do not depend cither on the intrinfic 
-** riches or extent of their country, both being very incortfiden^Je but flieir whole depend- 
** once is on their navigation and traffic, which muft be inviolably fuppbricd, otherwife their 
merchants will withdraw into other countries, and the Stamps will tfo mndered^^^'^ inca- 
pahte of carrying on the prefent war againft the King pf flpaiii^lFW, at this very 
** time, thek fhips, failing towards the WcA, and to Frafice, and tbturhing, are daily 
** more add moK pillaged and robbed bp tin; Quemi^i Idilgefts, wbb am fo cruel a% to 


obh’ge the liollanders, whom they rol^ to give k to fheim uiidet 
goods they aid a^bpd vof are foirly bought of them by ihc in fltw* riiat their 

** people cantm irnigmf ciidare foch cruel ufage/w^^ iji^ ih lhe bo^ redound to the dif- 
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15^ toiiraiitige of (the Q^en^s) ** domituoas. Wherefore they ui|;e her to a fpeedy and 
** eife^oal iredrefs; &e.” 

To tbefe complaints, the Qpeen’s -council reply, infubftanoe, {ibid. 'f, bi) the lame year, 
** That fach as have really fullered damage on the above account, have either already had 
** latisfaflion, or will have it, upon proper application. And that the Queen will fpeedily 
** fend over to Holland a perfon of diftinftion, in order to fettle with the States all the mat- 
“ ters complained of.” 

Thefe robberies, as the States term them, were occafoned by the Hollanders trading to the 
Spaniih territories, (here cautioully hidden under the words Weftern Parts) notwithfianding 
that the States, as well as the Queen were at war with Spain. A praflice which the Dutch 
have, at all times, not only ufed, but pleaded for, even in tbeir pfPenilve alliances with Great 
Britain, and much more when in a fate of neutrality'; of which we have no need to produce 
inllances, becaufe they are innumerable, and many of them very recent ones. 

In the fame year 1590, a Imond voyage was made from London, with the fame (hip and 
pinnace as in dte year 1588, to Benin in Africa, which was alfo profperous. In bodi voyages, 
their cargoes outward were linen and woollen cloths, iron manufaflures, bracelets of.copper, 
glafg beads, coral, hawks bells, borfes talk, hats, &c. and they brought home Guinea pepper, 
elephants teed), oil of pajm, cotton cloth, and cloth made of the bark of trees. 

In Giovanni Bolero’s fecond book of the Cauies of the Magnificence and Greatnefs of Ci> 
ties, chap. viii. he tells us, “ That excellent fugars were produced in the ifland of Madeira,” 
where at prefent, in our days, we hear of none ^at all. 

, The fame year 1590 i» memorable for the gallant behaviour of ten Englifh merchant fhlps, 
returning home from Conftantinople, Venice, &c. who, in the Streigbt of Gibraltar, fought 
twelve Spanifh gallies, each of which was manned with three hundred men, and after fix hours 
made them fly, without loling a man, although the Spaniih gallics loft many men, and were 
greatly hurt. * 

The province of Samoieda, the moft northerly part of the Rullian territories, was now firft 
brought under the Ruffian monarchy, it having been before unknown to Ruffia, as lying iil a 
extremely cold climate, over agatn'ft Nova Zemblo. Thofe new tributaries are now faid to have’ 
agreed to pay two fable ftiins yearly per hc^d to the Czar, by which regulation the trade to 
Ruffia became greadjr increafed. 

The country of Siberia, lying fouth of Samoieda, had been difeovered and reduced a little 
before this time, and hks ftnee been greatly improved, and thereby has confiderably increafed 
the revenue of Rui&a, not only from their fine furs of many kinds, but from their excellent 
iron works, as alfo from their ftuigeon, falmon, &c. in great quantities, to the confiderable 
ipereafe of the Commerce of Rnl^. 

Strype, Stowe, end later authors relate, that in this year| by reafon of a combination at 
Kewcaftle upon Tyne, coals were rai&d in l^ondon to the exceffive price of nine ihillings per 
chaldron, whereas the ufual price, for feveral preceding years, was but four ihillings. 

Qpeen Elizabeth, at tins time, prudently and earejfhlly examining her income, that fo Ihe 
might be the more able to determine the quanfi^ of her outgoings,— found her cuftoms had 
been long farmed at fourtma thoufimd pounds yearly, which Ibe foon raifed tb forty-two thou- 
fiind founds, and at Ien|^ to fifty, tbottfand powuds ; and &rmed them ftUl to Sir Thomas 
Smith, who had fo long had at fourteen thoulaikd pounds. 
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176 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGIC At DtDUCTIGN 

1 590 Till about this time, fays Sir Philip Medows, in his excellent Obferyationi cphcelmingthe 
Dominion and Sovereignty of the Seas, from the Memoirs of the Duke of Sully, “ The na- 
“ val ftrengtb of the crown of France was about half a doaen fhips of war, fuch as, they were, 
“ at Brcft and Rochelle, and about a fcore of gallics in the Mediterranean. But this King,” 
continues bei, ** dreifed a new plan of the F rench monarcliy ; and though his great deligns 
were interrupted by an immature death, and alfo by a fucceeding minority, yet the great 
“ Cardinal Richlieu refumed it again. He firft taught France that the Fleur de ’Lis could grow 
at fea as well a$ on land, and adorned the hems of his new built fhips with this prophetic 
“ infeription, 


** Flerent quoque Lilia Ptnto^* 

Of which motfo fee more under the year 1637. 

Queen Elizabeth, knowing the goods effefis of a potent navy, made, in this year i 59 ®» 
certain prudent regulations concerning it. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval Hiftory, relates, “ that 
“ Ihe afligned eight tboufand nine hundred and feventy pounds yearly for the repairs of her 
“ fleet.” To obferve how mean fuch a fum would be thought at prefent, for fuch a purpofe, 
is wholly unneceflary ; her own fhips, as we have feen, were but few, and money, in thofe 
days, went much further for all things than in the prefent times. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the number, wealth, and fpjendour of large and populous cities 
are, in general, the beft fymptoms of the ftate of commerce every where j neverthelefs, in 
great arbitrary monarchies, as in France, Ruflia, Turkey, Porfia, &c. the cities, whiqh are 
the ufual refidence of their monarchs, and of-their courts, nobles, guards, &c, may be large 
and fplendid, without an adequate commercial profperity in the refpeflive countries. Gio- 
vanni Botcro, an eminent Italian author, who, in or about the year 1590, wrote an excellent 
fmall treatife, intitled, Of the Caufes of the Magnificence and Greatnefs of Cities, f and to 
whom Morreri gives the charafter of being a judicious autlior) afligns the feveral caufes or 
means of making cities great and magnificent 5 fuch as, “ the commodious fltuation, — good 
** foil and roads, -*-deep and fafe havens and rivers,— colonies, —good government,— fchools, 
« — privileges,— induflry, fee. All which, (though neceflarily conducive to make a great and 
** rich city, will never attain the end without commerce and roaoufadures, and foreign or 
** maritime trade where it can be had. — Among the kingdoms of Chriftendoro,” fays our au- 
thor, the greateft, richeft, and moft populous, is France, containing iwenty-feven thou- 
“ fand parifhes, and fifteen millions of people ; fo fertile by nature, and fo rich through the 
“ induflry of her people, as not to envy any other country : and, by means of the refidence 
** of the Kings of fo mighty a kingdom fo long at Paris, that* city is become the greateft 
in Chriftendoth, containirtgabout four hundred and fifty thoufend people.” What he adds 
is remarkable, though furely not flridly true even tfatn, and tnoch lefe & in ourifeys, atleaft 
with telattion to England. ' 

vjr *< The kingdoms of England, Naples, Portugal, and l^hetnia^ as alfo the earldom of 
** Fkaders, and the dukedom of Milan, am flacet,. hi a manneir^ of trqual grea^fs and power 
fo fltat th^ cities wherein the. Princes of ^ofe fiHOe kingdoms have, for any long* time^ nfade 
“ their refideneti# luive been, in a manet, . alfo alike,! as London, Kaplm, LilMi, Prague, 
Milan, and Ghentt which have each of . tbetn, mote or left, one hnndred and fixty thon- 
*• fand inhabitants^” (The reader is to. take notice, that dsis work imw quoted, is only an 
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1590 Engliili trannatioQ, printed in dte year 1606* from Italian original.) “ But,” couti- 
fiUM Botero» “ LHBon is» indeed, foawwbat larger than the reft, by means of the commcicj 
of Etbiop, (1. e, Africa) India, and Brafil ; as is lil^ife London, by means of the wai s 
** and troubles in the Low Countries ; and Naples is, within thefe thirty years, grown as 
*’ great again as it was. In Spain there is not a city of any fuch greatnefs , partly, becaufc it 
has been, till of late, divided into divers little kingdoms, and partly through want of navi- 
** gable rivers, to bring fo great | quantity of food, ^c. into one place, for maintaining an 
** extraordinary number of people. The cities in Spain of moft magnificence, are thofo 
** where the ancient Kings and Princes held their fcjtts , as Barcelona, Saragoda, Valcntu, 
“ Cordova, Toledo, Burgos, Leon, &c. being fuch as pafs not the fecond rank of the cities 
** of Italy. Yet he allows Granada, where the Moorifh Kings ^0 long reigned, and Seville, 
“ through the difeovery of America, to be greater titan thofc other cities : and alfo Valado- 
lid, by means of the former long reddcnce of the Kings of Spain, (though no city, may 
** compare with its nobleft cities ; and alfo Madrid is much increafed, and continually increa- 
ling, by the court which King Philip keeps there. In Poland, Cracow and Vilna, through 
“ the former long refidence of their Kings, and the latter of the Great Dukes of Lithuania, 
“ are die two.mod: populous cities in that country. In Ruflia, Wolodimer, Great Novo- 
grod, and Mofeow, are the moft eminent cities, as having been all three the -feats of their 
** Great Dukes ; though, at this day, Mofeow, their prefent refideoce, is fo great and popu- 
“ lous, as to be reckoned one of the four cities of tire firft rank in Europe, which are Mof- 
‘Lxow, Conftantinoplc, Paris, and LilbOn. In Sicily, Palermo is the chief, being equal to 
cities of the fecond rank m Italy. (Cities of the fecond rank in Italy, he elfewbere hints, 
to confift of fuch as luve under one hundred tltouland inhabitants. ) “ Rome,” continues oui 

“ author, “ whofe majefty exceedeth all the world, would fhc not be more like a defart than 
a city, if the Pope held hot his reSdence therein, with the greatnefs of his court, the con* 
** courfe of ambaftadors, prelates, and princes, with an infinite number of people ferving both 
** him and them ; if, with magniftcent buildings, conduits, fountains, and ftreets, it were not 
** gloiioufly adorned ; and if with all thefe means, Ihe did not draw and entertain fuch a num- 
** her of merchants, tradefmen, Ihopkeepers, artificers, and labourers Book ii. cap. i. 

In cap. 3. of book ii. he enquires, ** What tlie reafon is, that cities, once grown to a ccr- 
tain greatnefs, increafe not onward according to that proportion ?” After remarking on the 
*• increafe and decreafe of old Rtmie, he fubjoins, ** And in like manner, iince it is four hund- 
“ red y^rs,” that is, from the time he wrote, ** fince Milan and Venice had as many people 
** as they have at this day, how comes it to pafs, that Ibe multiplicarioa goes not on accord* 
ingly ? Some anfwOr, that plague, tears, dearths, &c. are the caufes ; but this gives no fa- 
** tisfa^on, becaufe thefe have always been* Others give a more trifling anfwer, viz. God 
« governs the world ; which we know was alfo always fo.<>-My anfwer may not only ferve for 
** cities, but alfo for tbe univerfal tbeatm of the world : 1 fay then, that the augmentation of 
“ cities proceeds partly out of the virtue generative of men, and partly out of the virtue nutri- 
“ tive o^ cities.-xflow, fonilmuch as men am, at this day, as apt for generation as they were 
** in tlte rimes of David or Moles, if there were, mo dther impediment, the propagation of 
* ** mankind would increafe without end, ^d the augmentation of cities would be without 
“ terift i and if they do not increafe fo fojfmfo/a, I muft needs fay, it proceeds from the defeft 
*• of nutriment and foftenance fufftcient for it, whidi are gotten, either out of their own ten i- 
tones, or elfo fmm foreign countries : now, to have a city great and populous, k is nccci- 
Votf. II. Z ‘ fijv 
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1590 ** farjr that viduals laay cafily be broiight from afar into it, and that fuch a city have naeans 
“ for that end, by overcoming all obftacles. Now, that grcatnela which depends on remote 
“ caufes, or hard means, cannot long endure, and every man will feck his advantage and eafe 
“ where he may find it beft j great cities arc more fubjeft to dearths than* are fmall ones, and 

plagues aj^i^ them more.grievoufiy and frequently, and with a greater lofs of people : fo 
** that although men were as apt to generation in the height pf old Roman greatnefs, as in the 
firft beginning tlicreof, yet, for jdl that, the people increafed not proportionably, becaufe 
“ the virtue nutritive of that city had no power to go further; and, in fuccellion of time, the 
, “ inhabitants finding much want, and'lefs moans to fuppiy the fame, either forcbore to marry,. 

“ or clfc fled their country : and, for the famereafons, mankind, grown to a certain complete 
“ number, hath grbwn no further, .And it is three tkoufand years, or more, that the earth 
^ “ was as full of people as at prefent ; for the fruits of the earth, and the plenty of victuals, do 
“ not fuffice to feed a greater number. Man firft propagated in the caft, and thence fpread 
“ far and near ; and having peopled the continent, they next peopled the iflands ; thence they 
“ into Europe, and laft of all to tlie new world. The barrennefs of foils, fcarcity of 

“ necellartes, inundations, earthquakes, peflilcnces, famines, wars, &c. have occafioned num- 
**. berlefs migrations ; and even the very driving out by force of the younger people, and, in 
*' many countries, the felling of them for flaves, in order to make room for fuch as remained ; 
“ all which arc the let and ftay, that the number of men cannot increafe and grow- iinmode- 
“ rately.” 

At tills time, according to the fame Botero, the cjty of Paris far exceeded, in number of 
people, and in abundance of all things, all other ckies of Cliriftendom, Mofeow excepted ; 
and Liflbon was the next greateft city , of Cliriftendom : yet we, of the prefent age, fee London 
exceed all of them, without exception. . • 

The fame Botero, ftill fpeaking of the caufes of the greatnefs of cities, obferves, “ That it 
“ is not one particular advantage alone that will cftefl fuch greatnefs, but many concurring 
“ advantages,, already mentioned ; alfo ornaments, like thofe truly noble ones of Rome, Vc- 
“ nice, &c..eafinefs of accefs^ and of carriage, and fruitfulnefs of the neighbouring foil. Thus 
“ Piedmont bath plenty of corn, 'cattle, wines, and excellent fruits, and yet hath not one 
** great city : and the like in England, London excepted ; for although that country,” that 
is, England, “ does abound in' plenty of all good filings, yet there is not another city 
** in it that deierves to be called great ; as may alfo be faid of France, Paris excepted ; which 
“ city, however, is not fituated in the fruitfulleft part of that great kkigdora.” 

This author gives us fite earlieft account we have any where met with of two famous pro- 
ductions of China, viz. tea and porcelain; the firft, indeed, hot by any particular name, but 
only in tlie words following : “ They,” tiiat «, the Chinefe, “ have alfo an herb, out of which 
“ they preft a delicate juice, which ferves them for drink iiiftead of wine ; it alfo preferves 
' “ fiieir h^th, and frees tliem from all thofe evils that the immoderate nfc of wine doth breed 
“ unto us.” By the ufe which the modern' Chinefe mrite of, tea, who are a fober people, the 
herb thus described can be nothing rife; and in the nextpat^raph, deferibing the many other 
rich produ&ions of China, he fabjouis, ^VAod the< porcetaia earth is known no where, but 
“ there.” 

1591 In this year, 1591, Tbuanos, lib. 16a relates, “ ICbat fiierc was hefel at Lubdbk a general 
“ aflembly of the deperies of the Hans-towna, at whidt thoic' Of itoftoek, Pantzick, Bremen^ 
“ and’Harabutg w«i» prefentj whew they treated of their righto, imhuamrimkAw. which the^ 
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1591 allq;ed the Qaeea of EngliHid daily indeaVbttred t(!^impaif ,; Wheretipho^ th^ ieht letters to 

her Majcfty/ w'ntesn with too' ijitjch heat. The- Qoeen, in a couteihptuons itiaitner, an- 
“ rwcrcd thofs letters, telling them, that although they bad written-to lier with Hof little rc- 
“ fpcft, Ihe iinputcd that ratiier to their amantmahs, ot fecretary, than to thethlekes ; at the 
, “ fame time letting them know how much file defi^ifed their-menaces.” 

Some members of the Engtilh Turkey, or,LeVaflt Consparty, halving, about the year 1584, 
carried part of their cloth, tin, &c. from Aleppo to Bagdat, and frOm thence down the river 
'Figris to Ormus, in the Perfian Gulph, and lb <m as far as Goa, fof an attempt to ftttle *a trade 
to the Eaft Indies over-land j for that end, they carried their jCjoeeh’s recommendatory letters to 
the King of Cambay a, and to the Emperor of China. They found the Venetians had fafto- 
rics at all thofe places, and were therefore great enemies to this ftttefept.of the Englilh ; who, 
however, foon aftcrtravcUed to fcveral other p^cs in Indii, and to Agra, the Great Mogul’s • 
capital ; alfo to Labor, to Bengal, to Pegu, hilalacca, See. and rciorncd’by fea to Ormus, and 
fo' up the Tigris to Bagdat, Bir, and Aleppo, and laftly to Tripoli in Syria «nd they failed 
from thence in an Englifh Ihip to London, in the year 159I, having made very tdcfiil remarks 
and difeoveries on the nature of Eaft India commerce, preparatory to their intended voyage 
by Tea to India, now aftually going out. 

In thefixteenth volume, p. 96, of the Foedera, is the lirft inftance to be found in that col- 
Ic<ilion, of an cxclufivc patent for the foie printing and pnblilhing of a book : it is Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s to Richard Wright of Oxford, to publilh a tranll.ition of Cornelius Tacitus into 
Englifh, and that none other do prefume to print the fame during his life, nor to import any 
Englifli tramlation of it from beyond fea. 

In the fame fixteenth volume, p. 105, of the Fcedera, we have Kil^ Chriftian IV. of Den- 
mark’s anfvver to Queen Elizabeth’s complaints of exaflions from her merchants, relating to 
the toll in the Sound, “ wherein Chriftian vindicates his colleftors from any injuftice therein, 
“ and alfo, in his turn, warmly complains of certain Englifh piratical Ihips, who daily robbed 
“ his fubjefts Ihips and merchandize; which violences,” fays he, “ are fo heinOus and into- 
“ lerablc; that he could neither conceal nor endure them longer. He therefore hopes Ihe will 
“ forthwith rc^refs them, and thereby prevent his doirtg it himfelf, though unwillingly, &ci” 
This was probably the feizurcs made by the Englilh on the Danilh Ihips carrying naval 
ftores, &c. to Spain. 

In p. 106 of tlie fame volume, we have a letter to Qatm Elizabeth from the Elector Pala- 
tine, in anfwcr to that which her Majefty had written to him, expreffing his forrow, that the 
Archbifhop of Bremen, by command, of the Emperor Rodolphus, had abfoliltely prohibited the 
fenate and people of Staden from atiy commerce with the Enghfh Merchant-adventurers, or 
from fulFcring them to reftde there, even ilthbugh, four years j before, the fenate had made a 
contraft with the Englilh company for their iefidence there. He tells the Opeen, “ that this 

prohibition was violently obtained*by mlahs of the Spanilh ambailadors, and of certain fac- 
“ tious Hanfeatics, who are oiily gtieVed .A«y do not enjoy the advantages which, the faid 
** contract procured for Staden."’ lio pfolttiles hhf' good offices for procuring redrefs ; and, 
in the fame volume, p. i ii. we have kidee prptdpil foe Eleftor of Saxony to the Queen 
on |he fame fubjeft. 

Infoe ft^e volume, p. 135, the Hada 4 otHts ehdea^ihd to force the town of Elbing in 
Pruffia, to difeountenance bur M^^ehatit-adventoreTs, by forbidding their refott thi- 

ther^ but the Elblngera uaderibod foeuf bwntntereft too well, to part with'fo' advantageous a 
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1591 bnnch of commerce. They therefore wrote a refpe£^fal letter to Q^ieen ElixaNtbi acqaaint* 
ing her with the difpleafure of the other Hanfeatics, both againft them and StAdln on this ac> 
count. They alfo tell her, that the Hanfeatic.<i had lately held a general diet at Lubeck, but 
that their refolutions were kept very fecret; but they (the Elbingers) are refolved to leave the 
raa^efi to beA^onfidered by the King and Diet of Poland ; and, in the mean time, under her 
Majefty’s proteAion and authority, tliey will go on, as their inclinations lead them, in favour 
of her merchants. And, ikld. p. 154, King Sigifmund of Poland writes a refpef^ful letter to 
the Queen, declaring his approbation of the Englilh Merchant- adventurers refiding at Elbing, 
or any where elfe in Poland. 

At length, the firft voyage from England to the Eaft Indies was undertaken in this fame year 
1591, with three Ihips ; but it was rather a privateering adventure againft the Portuguefe, than 
a proper mercantile voyage ; for they took feveral fliips belonging to that nation. In their way 
to India, they had loft fo many men by iicknefs near the Cape of Good Hope, that the adven- 
turerers were obliged to fend one of their Ihips home, and proceeded with only two to India : 
moreover, in a ftorm beyond that Cape, they loft company of Captain Raymond, m the prin- 
cipal iliip, which was never heard of more. So that only Captain Lancafter’s Ihip arrived in 
India, which alfo met with many grievous misfortunes ; and on her return, failing to the 
Weft Indies, wbilft that captain and moft of bis men went on fhore to look for provilions on 
an uninlsabitcd iftand, fix of his ikilors ran away with the Ihip, and, at the end of three years, 
tills unfortunate captain was brought home, Several of bis men having perilhed for want at 
that place. 

In this fame year 1591, the Portuguefe, who had fettled at Angola, were routed in a battle 
with the natives, and therefore applied to the King of Spain for frefh afiiftance, to enable them 
to complete their cotiqueft. 

Several gallant achievements of tlie Englilh happened in the year 1591 againft the Ihipping, 
towns, &c. of Spain in America, and clfewhere, as fully related, long fince, by many others; 
but, beyond all, was that unparalleled refiftance made by tlu? gallant Sir Richard Grenville, in 
the Qpeen’s Ihip, the Revenge, in which he fuftained a cruel engagement for fifteen hours, 
againft fifteen great Spanilh galleons, at the Azores, tUl,his fiiip had neither men nor ammu- 
nition for defence any longer, and therefore yielded, as it is finely related by Sir Walter Raleigh. 

In this fame year 1591, the temporary Guinea Company of England made a third voyage 
thither, tiading with tlie natives with icon-ware, &c. ia exchange for elephants teeth, 
hides, &c. 

In this year alfo, a fleet of ihips failed from St, Malo for Canada, where the French had been 
fettled long before this time. They were uled, in thofo times, to filb at the tiles about the bay 
of St, Lawrence for morfos or fea-horfes, whofe teeth were then fold much dearer than ivory, 
though now efteemed of little value ; they alfo made much oil from thofe animals. The F rench 
in Canada were, from time to time, Ibpportid from France, fo that the counfry became well 
peopled near the banks of that vaft riyer St. Lavr«ice, on the north fide of it, where there are 
feveral towns, forts, and improvements: the Baron Labonti^ who had been a governor 
there, and publilhed an account pf the countrjE^ in the year in Englilh, computes the 
French inbabiunts to be one hundred and eighty thoulbnd petfons, which furely is rather tbo 
many to be true. The Baron Lthontan alfo mentions a kind of prophecy or foiefi|ht in tlm 
Canadians, that their colony would one day be conquered KeWEnglandi &c, which luui 
proved true. 


In 



OF TKl OAlOfli OF G6MMFACt4 


i8s 

«. D. 

1591 In year 1593, tvFo of Q^ptn ovFn ihi{>s of war joined in partneiihip with 

foine fflin^nt ihij>8, (fuch being the chftom ^en> for the royal ihips fcunetiines to join with 
the advcntorers of London^ Briftolt foe.) fitted out by Sir Walter Raleigh. They firft took 
a Bifcayner of fix hundred tons, laden with iron ftores for the Weft Indies ; next they forced 
a great Baft India carrack on foore at the Az'ores, where it was burned ; foon after they met 
with the greateft of all the Eaft India carracka, homeward bound, of one tboufand fix hundred 
tons, with feven hundred men, and thirty-fik bcafii cannon, which they took, though with 
great fiaughter. This huge pi ize was found laden with the richeft fpices, callicoes, filks,^ 
gold, pearls, drugs, China vr^ii, or Porcelain, {which is the fecond time we meet widi any 
mention of it) ebony wood, &c. moderately valued at one hundred and fifty tboufand- pounds 
fterling. So vaft a ihip, brought to Dartmouth, had’ never before been feen in England. 
The cargo was divided amongft the adventurers, of whom the Queen was the principal. This 
enterprise was commanded in chief by Sir John Burroughs* Sir Martin FrobUher, and Sir 
Robert Crofs. The pofieffion of fuch immenle foreign riches greatly encouraged the Englilh, 
foon after, to venture to go themfelves diredly to the Eaft Indies on a pure mercantile, 
bottom. V 

In this year, Q^een Elizabeth grants a fecond patent for a trade to Turkey or the Levant. 
The former patent, being only for feven years from the year 1581, mnft have expired in 1588 ; 
yet it does not appear, by any thing in Hakluyt, who is, in other refiieds, an exad writer, 
that it was again renewed till this year, when fifty-three perfons, confifting of feveial knights, 
aldermen, and merchants, bad the Queen’s letters patent for twelve years. It recites, ** that 
“ Sir Edward Olborn,” hereby appointed the firft governor for one year, ** William Har- 
born, Efq; &c. had not only eftablifhed this trade to Turkey, at their great coft and hazard, 
^ but alfo that to Venice, Zante, Cephalonia, Candia, and other Venetian dominions, to 
the great increafe of the commerce and manufadures of England ; wherefore, the Queen 
“ now incorporates them by the name of the Governor and Company of Merchants of the 
“ Levant ; the governor and twelve afiaflants t6 be eleded yearly.— The limits of their charter 
to be, 

“ 1 . The faid Venetian territories. 

11 . The dominions of the Grand Seignior, by land and fea. And 
“ III. Through bis countries over land to foe Eaft Indies, a way lately difeovered by Jobm 
“ Newberry, Fitch, &c.” as we have already related. 

** The fahl patentees, their fons, apprentices, agents, fadors, and fervants folcly to trade- 
“ there for twelve years; — may make bye-laws for their good government — The Queen 
agrees, that if their fotps and goods Hull be loft at fea, foe company may draw back the 
** cuftoms they had paid for the fame.— Shall have thirteen months allowed for re-exportations 
of the merchandize they bring home, without paying any cuftom for fuch re-exportation, 
** fo as they belong folely to Englifomen, and in Englifo bottoms.— Four good foips, with 
“ ordinance and munition for their defonee, and with two hundred Englifo mariners, foali 
** be freely permitted to go, at all times, daring foe l«d twelve years. 

** 1 . Provided, that If foe Quejsn be at war, fo as to have occafion for foofe four foips, then, 
* *<■ upon three months notice by the Lqrd Admiral^ that foe Qpeen cannot fpare foe faid Ihips 
* ** frofii foe defence of foe realm, the company ihall forbear fending them out, nntU her navy 
**' ihall return home.-fThe company may have a common Teal, and may place in. foe tops of 
their 'foips foe arms of England, with a red crofs in white over foe lame, as heretofore they 
S ' havCi 
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1593 “ have ufed.— No other fubjefts fhall trade within^his company’s Hmits.~rAnd whereas the 
“ (late of Venice has of late increafed the duties on Englilh merchandise carried thither, and 
“ on Venetian merchandize exported from thence in EngUfli (hips ; for redrefs thereof, the 
“ Q^n forbids the fnbjefts df Venice, and all others but this company, for the faid twelve 

ycjfrs, t^import into England any manner of fmall fruits called currants, being the railins 
*• of Corinth, or wines of Candia, unlefs by this company’s licence under their feal, upon 
“ pain of forfeiture of (hip and goods, half to the Qiieen, and half to the company, and alfo 
“ of imprifonment. 

11 . Provided always, that if the Venetian (late (hall take off die faid two new impofts, 
** then this reftraint touching currants and wines of Candia (hall be void.— This company 
“ may admit, to be new members, any who (hall have been employed aS their faftors, &c. — 

And the CJueen gives leave for eighteen perfons more (three of whom to be aldermen of 
“ lAindon, by her herein nanied)'to be of the faid company, upon each of them paying one 
“ hundred and dimity pounds to this company, towards their pall charges in cftablilhing the 
“ faid trades.— Members not conforming to the rules, payments, and regulations of the com- 
“ pany, (ball forfeit their right to be of the faid company, whereupon the company may cleft 
“ others in their (lead. 

“ III. Provided, that if this patent (hall hereafter appear to the Queen not to be profitable 
“ to her or to the realm, then, upon eighteen months notice, their patent (hall ccafc and de- 
** termine. And, on the other fide, if, at the expiration of the faid twelve years, this tiadc 
“ (hall appear to be advantageous, then this company may, on their petition to the Queen, 
“ have a licw grant of twelve years more. Dated the feventh of January, in the tliirty -fourth 
“ year of her reign.” 

N. B. There was formerly a particular braftch of this company, which was called the Morca 
company, and which traded with a joint (lock. But this general Turkey company has, from 
the beginning, been only what is called a regulated company. 

In the fame year. Sir Walter Raleigh hpd formed a defign on the Spanilh Well Indies, and 
alfo 10 furprize the port of Panama in the South Seas , but that enterpiize, like otlvcrs of the 
fam^ nature, was frullrated by contrary winds. The hnmenfe riches, annually bi ought home 
by the Spanilh and Portuguefe fleets from the Eall and Well Indies, occafioned fo many at- 
tempts of the EngUlh to intercept them, thafaltbough Raleigh was now ^ifappointed, as above- 
mentioned, of his defign on the Weft Indies, yet the great Ball India carrack before-mention- 
-cd, made amends for the expcncc of the equipment of fifteen Ihips, for the Well India ex- 
pedition. . 

Whim thofc enterprizes were made beyond fca, our general commerce occafioning a gradual 
incrcafe of the fuburbs of London, the humour of difmal apprehenfions from that circum- 
ftance, which had moved Queen Elizabeth to iliue a proclamation againft it, in the year 1 580, 
inftfted the Parliament, fo far as to eiuft lA this year, being the thirty-fifth of the Queen, 
cap. vi. 

” I. That no new buildings (hould be grtited witiiin 'three mile* of London or Weft- 

minder. . • ‘ ^ 

II. That on! dwelling-houfe, either in London or in Weftminfter, (hall not be con- 
** verted into more. 

*• III. That no imaateti or nnder-fitters, (hall be in the places afbrclaid. 


« IV. That 
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** iy«, That commas* or wado^rounds, lying within three miles of London, fhall not 
** be ihclofe^" And hereto was »«i4«d, " 

“ V. That the length df- a ftstotse mile, for the future, Ihould be eight furlongs, each fur- 
** long containing forty poles or perches, . and every pole to contain fixteen feet and an half in 
** length i” fo that an Englilh Auile was hereby made to contain one thou&nd feven hundred 
and iixty yards in length. . 

To what we have remarked on the Queen’s proclamation above-mentioned we may funher 
obferve, that this law was, without dolibt, made by the fuperior influence of the landed in- 
tereft, with a view to prevent tlie people from flocking from the country to fettle at London, 
which thereby made .their rents fall, for want of a fc^cient demand, as they then imagined, 
for ptbvifions, &c. in their refpedive countries; but the landed gentlemen, in our days, 
underftand their true intereft mu^ better, aiid therefere have foriiorn fuch fort of complaints, 
although the fuburbs of London are, at leaft, Ihc times as large>as they jwere then ; iince it is 
certain, that every acceflion of peopk from the cotmtry'l^i^g in Londomcan afford to ufe 
and confume confiderably more in quantity, and better in quality of the provifions, manufac- 
tures, &c. produced in the country, than the lame number of people could have done, had 
they remained there. , ■* 

In the fixteenth volume, p ao8, of the Fc|^cra, we have Qjteen Elisabeth’s commiffion 
to the enterprizing George Clifford, Eurl of Gumbstland, “ for fitting out any number of 

Ihips of war, by hint and his ailbciates, not exceeding fix, at liis and his afibciates expence, 
** for gnimying the dominions of Spain, or of any others not in amity with her ; hereby 
“ granting them the ufe of two of her own fliips of war, to be viftuallcd and manned at their 
“ expence, to join their own Ihips. The fpoils (he tntpowers the faid Earl to divide amongft 
“ tlie fubferibers to this expedition.” ' *. 

This private cxpcditiorr-confifted of eleven Ihips;; for intercepting the Portuguefc carracks 
bound to Eaft India; but failing of tlrat, be went and facked the ifle of Lancerota, one of tlie 
Canary ifles. From thence he faildfl to the Weft Indies, and took the town of Porto Rico, 
with an intent to fettle at it, and to make it the principal ftation for his future emerprizes 
againft the Spamards in thofe parts, He therefore turned out all its inhabitants ; but by dif- 
cafes there he loft feven hundred iiacn in forty days, which occifioned him to return home 
with lefs booty than glory. 

The plague 'being in tlie city of London in this year 1593, thd Queen ilTucd a proclama- 
tion, which Ibews the ancient greatnefs of Bartholomew-fair in tlutcity, though now dwin- 
dled into nothing ; which proclamation, is, in Tubfemec a* follows See Vol. xvi. p. 213, of 
‘■theFadera. 

“ Whereas, the ficknefs Is in fundry places in and about London ; to prevent, therefore, 
*• its being.comniunicated to Other Use realm, foe exprefoiy prohibits the keeping of 

Bartholonaew-^fair,— there being wont to be a general refort of uM kinds of people, out of 
“ everypartofriif toalni, to the faid i^kV the?(^<B^ any manner of market 

** kept in the, tffual piece ;of SmitbfieH: f^ 4 i^ booths for merchandize,-— 

** Imt the open ^uce of Smitbield horfes and cattle, and 

.** of ffall'WatoSi> to ^eefo, .and foeh m ;grof$, and not by retail, and for two 

** days only, ; And, for the vciit of hfooUen ctoBts upd linen cloth, to be fold in grofs, and 
,** not by AtoiU, Ihe (hme lhall' be aU brought wMiin the clofc yard of St; Bartholomew’s, 
.** wl^ ihuf* giteato Ihntthe fame plato ui the night time,” 

now 
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1553 now built lato ftrccts, and calkd Cloth-fair, ^nd this to contimie bttl ibw dayt. The 
fale of leather lhall be kept bn the outlicle of the Hng of Smttbiield, as hSi^ Wn accQftom- 
ed, vrithout ereftingany (bops or boMbs for the fame.” . 

At this time, it is faid* that the keeping an account of the numbfcn dying weekly in London 
be^nfirilto be iifuife, though it was not till the y&ir 1663, Uiat regujiar weekly bills of 
nQoftality were begun to be kept; thofe at this time Iking only taken ooGsfionally, on account 
■cf the pl 3 %ae. 

Some Englilh (hips now made a voyage to Cape Breton, at the entrance of the bay of St. 
Laurence m America fome (or morie (iihing, and others for whale Miing, fays Hnkluyt, 
which is the fiift mention to be met with of the latter tfilhery by any EngliOi ; and although 
they found no whales there, they, however, difcovered on an ifland eight hundred whale (ins, 
where a fiilcay (hip had been loft three years kfore *, and tins too is the (irft account we have 
of whale (ins,, or whale bone, hy the EnglUh. flow the ladies ftays were made, before this 
commodious material was found out, does not appear; it is probable that (lit pieces of cane, 
' or of fome tough and pliant wood, might have been in ufe before. 

By the trade to Archangel, the Engli& became well acquainted' with the northern feas at 
this time ; where alfo they at firft ^rried on a great (ilhing, or hunting rather, for morfes, 
<as the Ruffians called them, the Engli^ called them fea horfes, the Dutch and French 
fea cows) at Cherry Ifle, beyond the North Cape, fo named from Alderman Cherry, but 
called by the Dutch Bear Kle : it (eems, however, that thole amphibious creatures became 
afterwards fo Ihy, that the moment they Ikw any man they ran into the fea. I'he Enghih 
therefore entered into the whale filhery, though not quite fo early as this time. 

By a llatute of this thirty fifth of Queen Elizakdi, c^p. vii. it was enaded, that when 
wheat (hall not exceed the price of twenty (hillings per quarter, peas and beans tliirteen (hil- 
lings and four-pence, barley and malt twelve (hillings per quarter, then they may be exported 
in Englilh (hips, paying cuftom, two (hillings for wheat, and one (hilling and four-pence for 
the otlier grain per quarter. Thofe prices were, without 'doubt, judged at that time to be 
moderate, juft as, at prefent, we think thirty-fix or forty (hillings to be moderate prices foi 
wheat. So we may now fairly conclude, that living was at leaft twice as cheap as in our days, 
or rather, from aH other things duly confidered, near thrice as cheap. 

1594 The Parliament of Scotland now palled an ad, ** that in refp^ of the great dearth and 
“ fcarcity of flelh meat, the time of Lent (hall he certain, via. from the firft of March inclu- 
five to the firft of May inclufive; during which no fielh meat (hall be fold, neither eaten, 
** bqt by lick perfons ; neither riiroughont the reft of the year (hall fielh meat be eaten on 
** Wednefdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Moreover, neither lambs nor calves, under a year 
“ old, (hall be (lain before Wlutfunday yearly.” , 

This was purely a new political Lent ; and it was not by this ad pretended to have any re- 
lation to religious tffiftinence. The landholders might fiarely hwre chalked- out a better Icbeme 
for jffie increafe of fielh meat, by emdilii^ their tentmht m take Iqng imiks of d>cir farms, by 
which meafore they ro^t have had time fufikieat fmr (hn mlfing of ^Aotfics of ihe«m and oxen, 
and the increafing of butter, cheele, poultry* &0.)-^This kjsf*wia, certftiiMy, vei^ favourable 
to me filheries of Scotland, and was prohiihj^ Onadpd /» pm meafnre to produce that 
effeft. , * < t .4 

The Empenyr Rimkdph 11 . having written a letiar 4 o Qpcen fi^iaiAem In the preceding 
year, at appeictla‘v^,xvi. p. aia, of theFopdora, laKomiitendjngmlwrc dm 

< grievances 
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^394 grievancss 4 iUy'eojai|(laiQed<:<>fbf inaHtiine citie$>f the per merhimas Sal- 

thiei Fttdiris C}vim«Si (i. e. tht HaiH!<^town8} we find die Queen, in tfiis p. 253, 

diipatched Ehr. PeAins, her c&yoy, to tliat Emperdn for the vindication of ficr condu£t to- 
ward* the Crennan Steelyard merchant* of the Han*-coiifedcracy.-*-Tlxat envoy gave the fol- 
lowingaccopntto the Emparor’s minifters, viz.' »< 

** That the ancient privileges which they . formerly bad in England, had, becaufe of their 
great abufe of them, been taken away in King Edward the Sixth’s time, in coniideration 
"** that they were become incompatible with the good Hate of the realm i for thing* being.now 
“ far changed in the time of the faid King Edward, and of hh iifter Qoecn Mary, they could 
“ arccover nothing. Yet her Majefty Queen Elizabeth, in the beginning ot her reign, grant- 
ed them the trade of her own fubjefts, until aflength, in tlie year 1577, in an afieinbly- 
general of the Hans-deputies at Lubeck, they decreed to forbid the Englhh merchants trade 
at Hamburg i and yet, at this time, notwithftandihg alt the/lr unkind dealing, her Majefiy 
“ ofFercth them the privileges of her own fubjefts, in cafe that they will fufier f®me conve- 
** nient trade to tlie Englilh merchants in their cities. And for that, in all kingdoms, fome 
“ old ufages and privileges, by change of circomftances, ufed to be taken away, cfpecially if 
fome great abufe of them happen, the Hanfes have no caufe to complain of England,, but 
“ of themfelves ; wherefore it hath been taken fomewhat unl^ndly, that a mandate of late 
** hath been given,” meaning by the Emperor, “ againftthe Englilh trade at Staden.” See 
alfo Camden’s Elizabeth, lib. iv. 

This lall claofe relates to the decree Of the German diet, which Gilpin’s dexterity had de- 
feated, as already related. ‘ ' 

In the fame vol. xvi. p. 241, we find Queen Elizabeth’s allowance to Thomas Bodleigh, 
Efq; as her minifter, on fpccial affairs, to the States General of the united Netherlands, was 
forty foillings per day, befide the expence of his going thither and returning. 

In this fame year, ilfid. 264, the Queen, in a grant of the office of keeper of the royal 
library at Weftminfter, fixe* the falary at thirteen pounds fix {hillings and eight-pence per 
annum ; probably equal, in point of living, to forty pounds of our modern money. 

In this fame year, fays Stowe, p. 769, an engine was erefted at Broken-wharf, in London, 
for conveying the Thames water into the fcveral fireets of that city, by leaden pipes, into every 
houfe. Notwithftanding which, our author well remembers, that, in the laft years of Queen 
Anne’s reign, there were tankard bearers, i. 1. carriers of water, conftantly plying at a well 
under, tlie fouth-eaft pofiern of Aldgate, for carrying water on their Ihoul^rs into the upper, 
ficc. Ifories of houfes in thu: neighbourhood, there being no water laid-in in many houfes 
thereabout. 

The author of a Collcftion of Voyages undertaken by the Dutch Eaft India Company, and 
of an account of feseral attempts to find dot the north-eaft paflage, publifhed in an Englifh 
odavo, in the year 1703, in bis introdaftion ju^y remarks, that “ if the Spaniards had not 
** feized on the Hollanders fhips, and ex|>bfed their perfotis to the rigour of the inquifition, 
/V prohtbly they had never extended tlieir navigation beyond the Baltic Sea, the northern 
** countries, England, France, Spain, and its dependencies, the Mediterranean, and the Le- 
« vant.” But neceflfity obliging that peelde. to the praAke of commerce, ** they, for that 
“ cadi were obliged to try new vwys of getfii% by foa to for di^nt countries, in order to 
« avoid foeir akerinf wii,th the Spaniards ahd«FmtngQefe.’’*-^Being uf)||uf!bly deb^d the fail- 
in|; to ^ C*pe of Good they determined to attemi>t a way thither. 

Von. n. iA a b* 
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1594 by fleering firfl north-eaft, and then idong the cnaft of Tartuy, in order to reach CUinOr 
Japan, India, and its iiles. Accordingly, William Barents, with three IhipS, &iled, in this 
year 1594, round Norway and Lapland, and to the north coaft of Nova 2 j«mbla, but could 
go no further for the ices and yet tbofe who returned home retained great hopes of fuccefs, 
when a farther trial fhould be made. 

In Bilhop Fleetwood’s Chronicon Preciofum, under the faid year 1594, we find wheat was 
at Vo *extra«sgant a price as two pounds fixteen fhillings per quarter* and rye at two pounds, 
one great cauft of which probably was, that the plague had raged fo greatly in England the 
preceding year. 

Captain James Lancafter was now fitted out with three Ihips by fome merchants of Lon- 
don, and was joined by certain Dutch and French freebooters. They took thirty-nine fhips 
from the Spaniards, and then attacked the port of Fexnanbuco in Brafil, and took and held 
the lower town end haven, having driven the inhabitants to the upper town. Here they loaded 
fifteen ihips with the merchandize of a gfeat Eafi: India carrack, which had been wrecked 
there, and with fugar, Braiil wood, and cotton, and returned home fafe. — Camden’s Eliza- 
beth, EngUfh edition, 1635, p. 434-5> 

1595 The States of Holland, and Maurice Prince of Orange, now fent out Barents, with feven 
fhips, on a fccond nor^-eafk pafTage for China, &c. determined to try it through the Streight 
of Waigats, between the fouth fhore of Nova Zemblaand the north coaft of the Rufiian pro- 
vince of Samoieda. But after many endeavours to get through or beyond that Streight, they 
were fo obftruflcd with the ice from the Tartarian Sea, that they were obliged to return home 
this fame year. 

In Mr. Strype's edition of Stowe’s Survey of London we find, tliat, from the calamitous 
dearth of corn already-mentioned under the preceding year, by direAion of the Lord Mayor, 
a furvey of the number of poor houfekeepers within his jurifdiflion was made in this year, 
which amounted tU four thoufand one hundred and thirty-two ; fo that, allowing them to be a- 
bout or near a fourth part of all thehoufes in London, the whole might be about feventcen tbou- 
fand houfes, though at prefent upwards of twenty-four thoufand. This incrcafe is owing to 
many void fpaces being built up into flreets and courts fince the reformatron from popery, and 
alfo later, fince tlie great conflagration, in the year 1666. This cannot be more clearly evinc- 
ed than by one Angle inftance, viz. that, till the faid conflagration, all that large court, nam- 
ed Exchange-alley, fronting the fouth gate of the Royal Exchange, quite through into Lom- 
bard-ftrcct fouth, and into Bifchin-Iane eaft, whereon arc now fo many lofty edifices, was 
tlien but one Angle merchant’s boufe and garden aod tlie like may be inftanced of feveral 
other places in the city. Yet, by the further great increafe of commerce, the merchants and 
wholefale dealers of London now begin farther to JeAen the number of houfes in that city, 
and confequently of inhabitants, by taming many dwellmg-boiMes into ftore-houfes for mer- 
chandize in various parts of it. Moreover, by a late ftatnte, in the thirty-third year of King 
George II- the city of London is empowered to make new openings and ftreets therein, for 
the convenience and ornament thereof, and in which they have already made a hopeful pro- 
grefs. , , 

James Howell, in his Londinopolis, pubUlhed in folio, in the year i6j7, givea us mAiy 
particulars of file vaft increafe of London’s fuburbs towards the clofo of Queen Bltzabeth’s 
reign, which me^ phtinly point out the great increafo of Englan 4 't cottamerc^ than a whole 
volume of fpeculative rea^ning could <io alone, it is not material to make diflTeient fel^ionw 

thereof, 



Or THS o«iaiN UF commskc«* mj 

A.'O. 

15^ fiid therefore «re hihre brov^t them all togetlier, whether a Ihde before or after this 


]pear. 

h feeliQ that above this time the grothids called SpitalfieMs, began gradually to be built 
** on formrearers, 2 ec. as waa aUb Hog-lane he that part» which had, within ftxty years, from 
“ die date of h« book, had fair rows of elm-trees all along, now turned into hobfcs, on both 
** fides, firomidotmfditch to Whitechapel chttreh. 

<* As to Wapping,” fays Howell, it is yet in the memory of man, that there was never 
** a houfe nor building, from St. Catherine's to Wapping : buf now,*’ /. e. in the year 1657, 
“ there is a continued ftreet towards a mile long, from the Tower all along the river, almoft 
as j^tfas Radclilf: which proceeded from the increpfe of navigation, mariners, and traffick.” 
99 - This Ihews that Wapping was originally a vrHage or place detached from London, 
though now a part of the great contiguity thereof.— RaddifF alfo,” continues he, ” is much 
** increafed in buildings, and alfo Hightingale-lane.” " 

Northward, London’s fuburbs have been lefs increafed than on the eaft and weft ftdes : 
yet there was an increafe about this time on that fide alfo. Where the buildings on the 
“ weft fide of Smithfield ftand, was formerly a very laige pond of water ; and where the place 
** called the fheep-pens is, was a field widi growing elms, and the place of execution for cri- 
“ minals. — Afterwards,” in King Henry the Sixth’s rei^n, “ they began to build the fpace 
between the faid pond and the river of Wells, now Tummill-brook, which runs into Fleet- 
** ditch: and afterwards that' pond was drained, and built on; and fo down that ftreet now 
“ called Cow-lane, and alfo Chick -lane, and Holier-lane, &c. So that the buildings there 
“ are fo increafed, that now remaineth not one irce there.” 

Some other additions were made about Clerkenwell, about or near tbis time, where the 
fields, gardens, and avenues of the great priory of St. John of Jcrafalem, and alfo the com eat 
on the noith fide of Clerkenwell-green ftood, &c. 

Weftward, without Newgate, the great ftreet named Holborn, and its contiguity, has been 
gradually built quite up to tlie village of St. Giles in the Fields. But as the greateft increafe 
thereabout was chiefly in the next century, we muft refer thereto. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 275, of Rymer’s Feeders, in the year 1595, wc find that Queen 
F.lizabeth had written to King Chriftian IV. of Denmark, for his leave, “ that a mcrchant- 
“ man of Harwich might refort for filhing, at or to the fmall ifle of Weftmanna, adjacent to 
♦* the great illand of Iceland ; to which, in former years, fhe was wont to refort without in- 
terruption. The Danifti King thereto replies, by telling the Queen, that the occafion of 
prohibiting their fobjcAs from lefbtring thither, was, that they took the liberty of fre- 
** quenting it without afking leave, contrary to ancient treaties. And if herfubjefts will 
** comply with thofe aheient treaties, they Ihalllie free to fifh at Iceland, the port of Weft- 
manna alone excepted ; thefifoeryof that port being now, as well as anciently, appropii- 
“ atfcd for the ufe and fervicc of his own court” 

Sir Widter Raleigh having, in the preceding ye*, feat out a fhip for the puipofe of making 
difeoveries in the coiintry Of Gttiatia, which hb had, unhappily and fatally for himfelf, his 
fon, and many oriwirs, formed fuch exalted ideas, With rdped to its immenfe treafurcs, and 
great cities, from eertmn fiilfe infendation he had meelved ; he in this year failed thifher him- 
felf, with feVeral Ihips, and many worthy ahd^ekj^erienced gentlemen and mariftefs. He firft 
feiacd the fort on the iftc of Trifiiti!ad 4 } Wheirft'he learned, that Gui»ja extended abb ve fix 
iiundirdd milhi-np fVom tUfai coaftj atfd hbie he alfo received abundance olr ftcfk'htrr vefv falfe 

A a a and 
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1595 find romantic accounts of 'ricit mines and great cities, andparOoilailytlieiraftandridisdi^ 
named El Dorado or Manoa, tiie fuppofed capita of Ontana. On this romantic proAnnption* 
Raleigh, with an hundred men in boats, (ailed four hundred eniks up the^iiat river Oro> 
noque, enduring great ^gues for a whble month, but without meeting Hstith that or any other 
great chy, though he law many Indian nations on ik banks : but it bq^ing to gfi^ellHon ac- 
count of thj^ approach of their winter, he found bknfelf ebl%ed to reMi%geb his ftipi, before 
he cohld reaeh that imaginary golden city: he is, however, faid to have bron|^t back feme 
plates of gold, which he had obtained from the bordering nations Wito traded with Guiana. 
He had, it is faid, been encouraged to this attempt by his coufin, the Lord Admiral Howard, 
and by Sir Robert Cecil, Secretary of State, to whom he dedicatod bis account of i|t. 

In this fame year Sir Amias Prefton, with three (hips, took and burned Portb Santo at the 
Madeiras ; and failing from thence to the Weft In^s, be took and deftroyed fome of the 
Spanilh towns there, which were without doubt poOrly defended, and returned home with 
feme booty, though probably lels in value than the expence incurred. Sir Francis Drake' 
alfo, with liX of Queen EUxabeth's own (hips, twenty-one private Ihips and barks, and two 
thoufand five hundred men, failed from Plymouth to the Weft Indies ; where, the Spaniards 
knowing of their coming, he did but little execution againft their towns ; fo well had they 
now fortified them almoft every where, being fulfictently warned by former difafters. There 
1 m 5 fought with part of a Spanilh fleet fent againft him, with little advantage. He next At- 
tempted, with feven hundred and fifty men, to get acrofs the Ifthmus of Darien to Panama on 
the Sooth Sea , but the Spaniards had fo fortified the roads, that they were (brCed to come 
back to their (hips. In their return homeward, both Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Haw- 
kins, two moft gallant commanders, died at> and were buried in, their element — the fea. 

An epitaph on whom, what man coaid make ? 

For who could -fay, here Hawkini lies, or Drake? 

The officers and failors of the Dutch (hips which had been fent to try a pafiage by the 
nortb-eaft to China and India laft year, giving ftill great hopes of their being'able to find fucb 
a pafiage, which they computed would be about two thoufand miles nearer than the ufual 
way; the States General and the Prince of Orange wem thereby encouraged to fend out feven 
(hips, under Barents again, laden with all forts of merchandize, and with money to trade 
with ; hoping to get through Waigats, or'Nafiau Streight. Their fmalleft (hip was direfted 
to return with the news of the other fix (hips having doifoled Cape Tabin, which was confider- 
ed as the extreme point of Tartary; or, at lead, when they Ihould be gone far enough to fteer 
to the fouthward, without being in danger from the ice : but finding the fame obftrudions in 
tlie Streight, and yet more at the further end of it, from the mountains of ice.at the entiancc 
of the Tartarian Sea, they returned to Holland afrer they had been four months and an half 
on that voyage. , 

The HoBanders finding, from their fitft atisi^, that it waa ptobaHy tmpradlicabie to fail 
to China and India by the fuppofed north-eafir at length determined this year tp 

force their -way thkher by the Cape of Good Hope^ wMdn.they perforawd with wonddlrful 
courage and fuccefe: four (hips failed from Holland in Api^ mtume#bome, (all 

but their biggeft and snoft Icdty fiiip, wbkh they bnrai^) in tweniy-nine nmntbs, fiuihed 
with their pafe foepefs, and big vrith fotnmexpefoitiotui $ «lfohiq;h by venfon of foa tq^tpofition 
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»595 of tlw Portvgvefe aiW Jmnefo# it did not ftilly anfwer expefittion m point of prefcnt gain. , 

Titil, nodertaiung^^^ fet on foot by nino merchants of Amilerdam* with only a capital of 

AbtMjff $e^ the vnatime, p# $6, of an Englilb tranflation, from tUfe Por- 

togtlt# of oMTo^ entitisIS^ Portogae/e Alia, ** came firft fnro India the fcomge of 

«* tltoPottnlbc^e pride a^d covetonfoefs. For, in the month of September, in the year 1595, 

. “ iaews was brought to Goa, 'that the two firil HoHand^ips which dorft cut tliofe feas, had 
been in the pocOiHfTitancoae, and were bound to tho>ide of Sunda,'’ &c. — From this arri- 
val of the Pu^,, the Poetogaefe joftly date the ruin of their affairs in the Eaft Indies, Yet 
Dr. GemeUi Dhrerii ^fewhcrc quoted, afligns alfo another very probable caufe of the dcclen- 
fion o£ rite PortUguefe in the Eaft Indies, viz. the Conqueft of Bra^ : for finding much more 
profit by that rich colony, they flighted their Eaft India fettlements, and negleded to fend 
thither ftifficient fupplies even for preferring what they already jpioireflcd and much lefs for 
malting new conquefts there. This is £0 certain, fays Gemelli, that the King of Portugal 
was fevenl times abfolutely determined to abandon the Eaft Indies, had not the miffionaries 
flpil|e him teofible, that if he purfued fuch a meafure, all the Chriftians of thofe countries 
would again fall uito idolatry and Mahometantfm. To fay the truth, one may venture to 
pronounce, that the original caufe of their ruin in India, was the too great number of their 
eonquefts there, which were too far afunder to be effeAually fuccoured, whilft they were en- 
gaged in war againft the Dutch in Europe, as well as in India and Brafil. 

The Chronicon Preciofum obferves, that the price of wheat in this year, 1595, by reafon 
of a great tran^ortation of it, was rifen to two pounds tliirteen Ihillings and four-pence per 
quarter. 

1596 King Pliilip II. of Spain again making great preparations againft England, Queen Elizabeth 
wifely determined, by all means, to prevent his attempts on her coafts , and, as the heft means 
for that purpofe would be to attack and annoy him in bis own ports, il^e fent out, for that 
end, one Imndred and twenty-fix (hips of war, feventeen whereof were her own fhips, the re- 
mainder were, as ufual, hired ones ; they carried feven thoufand three hundred and fixty land- 
foldiers, and were joined by a Dutch fquadron of twenty-four fhips; all being under the com- 
mand of the Earl of Eflex and the Lord Admiral Howard. The gallant and fuccefsful attack 
and lacking of the famous and ftrong port and city of Cadiz, is in all our hiftories at large, and 
therefore improper to be enlarged on. Here tliey burned and deftroyed much fhipping, and 
more riches, and demolifhed all the forts : all which together, was eftimated at twenty millions 
of ducats of real lofs and damage to Spain. Much rich booty was brought home;, together 
with two galleons and a hundred brafs cannon, and> two hundred otlier pieces of ordnance, 
were either taken or funk in the tea. Eicten of the King of Spain’s ^eft fhips, forty-four 
merchanif-fhipi, and an immente quantity of naval ftores, ammunition, provifions, &e. being 
deftroyed , and for ranfomof their lives, they agreed to give hoftages for the payment of five 
hundred and twenty thoufand ducats, Tbit, in fhort, was a very glorious exploit, and did 
not a little raite the credit of the Quee^ and of her naval land-fbce«s, as well as of her mini- 
fters and ooinmandays. In this attack^e Englifh employed fhips of Lubeck and Dantzick ; 
for, in order to- board the Spanifh gaUeotU* rite admiral, being unwilling to hazard the Queen’s 
owndhips, fent fix fiiips of Eubeck and Dantelt^ from the fleet for that purpofe. 

Neyerthelcfs, l^hijiip was in this year fo intent on making reprifaU for fo great an in- 
fiilt« diigracci ladlo^ thathealKmhted hip tyhole marine at Eilbon, and all the foreign 

fhips 
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fhip^ in his poets t as alfo at body of land-forces, «nd many Irifo fn|;itiyesy intead^ng an invix* 
lion of eithef .England Irel^d. Yet a violent tempeft arifing, d^fnyed the gre^ part of 
tliofc foips ; fotbat^n end was^ut to that intended invai^o^n for *,> 

By the fixteentb volume,., p. 290, of ihe FoedS»ra,'’Qpeen ThOBtas Ed- 

monds, £%. the ol6c< of her foeretary for the FrendKtongue/isMl Afidary of gaft^l^ifotpgunds 
tl^jrteen foUlings and fonr-pence per annum, for life : *eqisal to aliioat two fi#idrad^{fotUMl8 in 
point of thfr^expentie of living iifour days. 

Sir Anthony Shirley having been cruizing on the coafoi of NewB|kiii and th» Spasilh tVeft 
Indies, landed on the illand of Jamaica ; and after having taken St Jago (fo la Vega, it* prin- 
cipal town, and plundered it, he left the ifland. 

In the fame year, 1596, Sir Robert Dudley, and others, feat out three fhips/wiih an intent 
to trade to China, of which, and ita rich commerce, the Engliih bad lieard fomnoh : Wood, tlie 
commander in^hief, had Queen Elizabeth’s recommendatory letters to the Empator of China. 
But all diat we know of tins unfortunate voyage, (from the firft volume of Purchafe’s Voy- 
ages, p. no, and front Harris^ p< 47O is* that they never arrived fo for as the Eaft Indies, 
but having been encountered by florms, ficknefs, and famine, they were at Icngtli gWiven on 
the Spauifo Weft Indies, having only four men left alive, who were made prifoners, and their 
fhips feized. 

In this year the Hollanders attempted a third, and the laft time, a north-eaft paBage to 
China, but were very unfortunate therein, lofing one of their two fhips ; and Barents, with 
fuch men as were loft alive, wintered miforably in Nova Zambia, and out of their battered 
fhip fitted out a fmaller one, and with infinite hazards and difficulties returned home to Hol- 
land ; Barents, however, died in his return. 

Wheat, in this year 1596, was become fo dear in England, by reafon of great rains, fays 
the Chronicon Precioikm, as to be foM for four pounds per quarter, and rye at two pounds 
eight fhiUings per quarter ; alfo oatmeal was fold at eight fhillings the bufhel.' This is the 
firft time wc meet with tlie price of oatmeal ; which fhews that the diftrefs of the people, occa- 
fioned by this dearth of wheat, obliged them to feed much on oatmeal. 

N. B. In the alliance concluded this fame year, 1596, at Greenwich, and at the Hague, be- 
tween England, France, and Holland, againft Spain, there is nothing particular relating to 
commerce. 

1597 King Henry YIII. having wickedly fequefteted all the Englifh hofpit^ls, to the amount of 
one hundred and ten in number, and having as wickedly and wantonly fquandered away thcii 
revenues, it gave fuch a check to the intentions of new-founding any fuch charities by parti- 
cular or private perfons, as totally prevented fuch charitable foundations for a long time after. 
And as the kitchens of the abbies were gone,''the poor were in great difhefs in many parts of 
England : two laws therefore were thought neceif^ at this time, for the relief j^f the aged and 
maimed poor. The one was for the amendment and improvement of a law made in the thirty- 
j fifth year of Queen Elizabeth, chap. 4. for charging eywy pariih witib a MWckly tax for the 
relief of fick, hurt, and maimed foldieri and makers : which empowered (viz. thirty-ninth 
of Elizabeth, cap. V ) any perfon or perfons tb-mA for thefo purpofcs ho 4 >itals and houfes 
of corre&ion ; and, for that end, to purefaafe goods or lands,' not exceeding the yearly viRue 
of two hundred poends. The other afo of this ttthty-ninefa ydar of her leignt oapf at. laid a 
further tax on every pricifli* for the re]^ef of foldiers aitd mariners, viz. the htgbeft rate of any 
parifh eight-pence, and theiow^ two-penco weekly.— -Sc* the yckr 15^5. 

We 
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relatmg ^ yi*. a ^Wbbi^tiojj, ti»eaty-tbird year of 

Qween Eli®ift>ptK| tap* $• ;** whidft ptoWldtfeii! tlie aft of iogwood or blockw^^i lii the dye-- 
“ ing of c}otht( ^<j. as a logwood, whetevc|r :, to be, 

•* found, to be burncd^^ arid lhalt neither cloth riot Wod! ihall bcrwfter be dyed therewith/’-- 
Ncverthelcfsi, in after-tiines, idiis fame legwdold’ has b^fi difCOSered to be extremely pirdfita- 
.blc, ufeful, and proper in the dying tnaSc, by a ieertain reflation of it. , And it is in our 
days found to be a gr«it inconveriiehcte to our commerce, to' hare our logwooid-cutters perpe- 
tually difturbed In the Bay of Campeachy by the Spaniards, Wbp 'pr^end to an cxcluli ve pro- 
perty in that bay, though never yet planted by them, as wiB bp ften under the year i66a, and 

*7*7- . _ V'/'' ^ 

In Scotland, at this time, their Parliament hspjpened to be wife eriringh to prohibit the ex- 
portation of their wool ; and ordained, “ That craftfmeri-ftwingers be brought hbme fo.r work- 
“ ing it up.” — They lay tWelve-pcnce per pound bn ail foreign doth, arid tjther Merchandize 
imported: “ Provided, however,?’ faysfhts trSo huridred and aift pf the fifteenth 

Parliament of King James VI. **' that this he riot extended to peers, barons, and freehold- 
“ ers ; to all Whomdtlhall be (i. e. lawful) withorit paying any cuilom, to fend their 

“ own goodFbeyond-fca, for their own pardcuhr rife ; and to import wines, cloths, and other 
“ furniture, only for their own particular ufc, butnbt fo make merchandize thereof; con-, 
* ‘ . formable to the laws and liberties granted to them before.” Which Ml-judgSd provifo fruf- 
trated the whole intent of this ftatute : for, wiiSi foch a law as this, eaempting dip whole 
landed men of the kingdorii from paylrig for their owm goods tlw cuftoms paid by merchants, . 
it was not very likely that commerce fliould be profperous Acre ; as the landed men of every 
country, and particularly in Scotland, with l3^ir retinues. Were, without doubt, the great 
bulk of the people, and the principal cbnfumers of foreigri merchandise: befides, under co- 
lour of the above exemptions, it may be very naturally fuppbfei^, that many frauds might be, 
and certainly were committed. * 

By another aft of this fame year, the Scots prohibit the importation of Englifo woollen 
goods. “ The fame cloth,” fiiys that ftatute, “ having only, for the moft part, an outward 
“ fhew, wanting fliat fubftarice and ftrerigth which oftentimes it appears to have> arid being one. 

of the chief caufes of tlie tranfportation of gold and' filver out; of this realm.”— The only 
true- and folid reafon for this law. » . 

Their cnafting, in this fame year, “ That three new towns bccrcfted, in different pmts, 

“ for the better entertaining arid continuing of ci vility and polity within the Highlanda apd 
** ifies, viz. one in Cantire, one in Lochal^r, arid a third In the iile of Lewes,” was very 
well judged. ' 

By this time the intereft of the Hanfcatic and Imperial cities of Germany, coinciding with 
the intereft which the crowri of Spain had' at ^ Imperial court, produced a mandate foom the 
Emperor Rodolph to the town of Staderi, no longer to eritertain the poiriptois or company of 
the Engfifo Mefeharit-^adventrirws ; fo liat^tliey wW fcaive Staden; and from all 

^other parts of the Getirian mripire they are' alfti debarred, Whereppon the 

city of Groningen invites t^at eoiripan^ t^ the Fbedera, voi. xvi^ p. gafo 

At thelTame time the town ofllmb^i mid tlie X^li^tojr-Hblfteiriand'jBnmlmcky wrote ex- 
cufatory lefttris to C^eem EBk's^ Pri qj^e Eriipeppr*8 a though 

they were obii^ td fobiritit^ y«t^ ^een in any 

3 other 
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1597 other refpeft. (It feems th« DuJco^Qf ’Brtmfwickhsui* at thi« tiWt snRa 4 penfion from 
Queen Elizabeth nf five hundted ttxtrjcjt fterHng.> Wheeler, the hiftoriOgn^hor of oar Mer- 
chant-adventurers Company* averts, that eleven or nvelve oUter towns in the Netheilands, on 
tbjs oocafion, earneftly ilrove to b4ve that, company to fettle with them, - 
In the ingenious Preface, fo often quoted, of the iate learned and judicioas- Mr. Thomas 
Rhd^imani^to Anderfon^s mofi beaotifal work, entitled, Pipiomata et Numifmata Scotix, 
P> 75 , -we fee to what a jutch the humour of decreafing the value of the coins of Scotland was 
arrived, w^h relation to thofe of the fame denomination in England : indeed it was canied fo 
far, that, in this fame year, 1597, the proportion between them was come to be as ten is to 
one i for the Scots, this year, coined hfty of their (hillings out 6f one ounce of their iilver ; 
and thirty of tlieir pounds out of one ounce of gold. 

By the Hans-towns joining their ihtereftat the Imperial court witli that of ^pain, for ex- 
pelling the Eifglilh Merchant-adventurers ^uite out of Germany, the former had flattered 
tbemfelves that Queetr Elizabeth would, in the end, have been compelled, at it were, to re- 
new the obfolete privileges of the Hanfekica, for the fake of refioring the Merchant-adventu- 
rers to their commerce in Germany. But the fieady and refolute C^een, in the fame year, 
had quite other thoughts ; though, for prudence and decency’s fake, (he found herfelf obliged 
to demand at tlie Imperial court the revocation of Rodolph’s edi£t or mandate againft her Mer- 
chant-adventurers of diis feme yewj which being refufed, the C 2 ^en, knowing that the Steel- 
yard merchants privileges were found to be in many refpefts pernicious, and repugnant to tlie 
great commercial interefts of her kingdom, fli?, m'the feme year, 1*597, “ Directed a com- 
• “ miffion to the mayor and (hcriffs ^ London, to (hut up the houfe inhabited by the mcr- 
“ chants of the Hans-towns at the Steel-yard in London j and, moreover, ordered all the Gcr 
mans there, and every where d(e throughout England, to quit her dominions on the vciy 
M day on which the Engli(h were obliged to leave Staden whofc cxpulfioii from thence 
was, it fedma, deferred till now. From this time the place called the Stcel-yaflfl was never 
again«pplied to or for that ufe. 

At our final parting with tbefe Steel-yard merchants, we may ohferve, that they had, in 
old times, been a hind of bank for our Kings, whenever tb«y wanted money on any fudden 
emergency; but they were foipe t)7 be well paid, in the end, for fueh alCfiaoce. 

The Queen’s (hips taking fikty of the (hips belonging to the Hans-towns, laden with corn 
and naval ftores, goif% into Lifbon, in the year 1589, for fnpplying of Spain, helped not a 
little to make this breach a total one between England and the Hanfeatics ; which, however, 
ptoved greatly beneficial to us, in the end : for the Englilh found means to get their cloths, &c. 
imported into Germany, though not in fo open a’nd dire^ a manndr as before : and the Mer- 
chant-adventurers Company obtained a flourKhiitg refidpnee at the city of Hamburg, which 
continues even to this day. ' 

From Sir William Monfon’s Naval Tradis, printed in the third volume of what is called 
Churchill’s ,Colle 4 ion of Voyages, it appears, that the then femous and adventurous Earl of 
Cumberland was the firft EngUih fubjisd that ^ilta Ihtp f<f large as eight hundred tons bur- 
then ; which ihip, in this year 1597, he employed, other fltips, in an expedition, 

at his own private expence, againft Spaih. . ^ 

Wheat, according to BiihopFteetamod’sChronkonRreemtum, fell, during thib year, from 
five pounds four (hiiliuiga W fow periids per quarter; yet <he. feme ;year it was up again to thir- 
teen (hillings and fixpr-pense per hufeteh or five pounds feuUings and eight-^nee per quarter. 
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XS98 In this year, there waa a definitive treaty concluded at Weftminfter, between Queen Eliza- 
beth and the States General of the Seven United Provinces, concerning their repayment of her 
paft expente in their defence, being eight hundred tboufand pounds ftcrling, by computation,^ 
alfo for what flic fliould afterward expend ; and, moreover, for the re 'deli very of the caution- 
ary towns : all which is to be feen in the fixteenth volume, p. '34o, &c. of the Foedera, and 
in vol. ii. p. 120 to 128 of General Colleflion of Treaties, 1732. Alfo for the States aflifting 
England with thirty or forty fliips of war. In cafe flie fliould be attacked by Spain. All that 
has any immediate relation to our general fubjeft, Is, the flender burden of thofe fliips of war, 
when compared with thofe of our days ; the one half of them were to confift each of two hun- 
dred tons burden ; and the other half of between ony hundred and two hundred tons. 

In the fame fixteeiith volume, p. 344, 5cc. the Englilh merchants trading to Denmark, com- 
plain of:|jthe Danifli officers violently feizing their merchandize.— To which the Danes reply, 
that thdfe goods were juflly condemned by the laws of Denmark, as noHiaving been truly en- 
tered at the cuftom houfes, viz. fkins, tin, cloth, &c. flioit entered. This ftiffnefs of the 
Danilh court, which was flrongly difpofed to favour the Spaniards, produced a lharp remon- 
ftvance from the Queen ; which (p. 352) brought on a rcmiffioii of fo much of thefe confifea- 
lions as amounted to thirty thoufand dollars. —But, on the other hand, King Chriftian IV. 
of Denmark demanded redrefs from Queen Elizabeth for certain piracies of the Englifli com- 
mitted on his fubjefts. “ For now,” fays Camden, in his Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, 
** there began to grow controveifics about fuch matters i” meaning the carrying of contra- 
band goods, as naval ftores, &c to the Spaniards. 

'I’hc feveral trials for a north -weft paflage to China, by Hudfen’s and Davis’s Straights, 
and of a north callpalTage, by the attempts. to get thither, cith^^to the north of Nova Zeiii- 
bla, or clfc between that ifland and the main land of Ruffia, through the Streight of Waigats, 
and the annual voyages to Archangel, had fo accuftomed the Englifli to thofe boiftcrous fcas, 
that f'omc of the Ruffia company occafionally commenced, for the firft time, the fiihcry for 
whales, (which was found to be much more profitable lince the difeovery of the great ufc of 
whale fins for ladies flays, See.) at or near Spitzfbergcn, wdicre thofe huge animals refort iu 
greater numbers, than any where elfe that we have yet difeovered. Yet Spitzfbergcn is thought 
merely a parcel of rocky and barren illcs, wnth high n^untains always covered with fnotv, 
utterly uninhabitable by human creatures by reafon of the intolerable cold of the win- 
>s.^42ras fatally experienced in the next century, by two feparate trials made, the one 
by an Englifh company of failors, the other by a number of Dutch failors : all of wdioin 
periffied with cold before the winter was over. Its name was given it by the Dutch, who 
were the firft that went thither, viz. in 1596, and fignifics a country of high and fharp- 
topped mountains ; and in common difeourfe it is oftener cajlled Greenland than Spitzber- 
gen, though very erroneoufly. 

Ifi the treaty of Vervins, between France and Spain, in the year 1598, it began, although 
almoft imperceptibly, to appear, that the fcale of the former fomewhat preponderated. Spain, 
it is true, had the county of Charolois teftored to her, but to be held of the crown of France ; 
to wliith crown, in exchange, Spain gave op the towns of Calais, Ardres, Monthulin, Dour- 
Icn^ La Capellt, and Lc Catelct, inPicardic; alfo Blavet in Bixtagnc. The author of the 
Life of the Duke D’Efpcrnon, relates, that when King Henry IV. of France had juft figned 
the ratification of thfis treaty on the iith of Junf% he faid, in gaiety of humour to that Duke, 
T^hatwith one dafli of his pen he bad done greater things than he could have of a long time 
performed with the beft fwords of his kingdom.” 

VoL. IL B b 
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• 1598 Tbe Dutch Eaft India merchants now fent out Hee'tn&erck on a fecdnd voya^ to. the lElW 
Indies, with eight Ihips : who returned home in the year t6oOt laden wi& five fpe- 

cies of fpkcs, viz. cinnamon, pepper, cloves, nutmegs, and mace; 

And fo fond were the Dptch of this trade, that they would not Wait for the return of thofe 
eight lliips : but in 1599, fent out three’ other fliips. And fo they went on yearfy, making 
vaft returns of profit to the proprietors. Ail Europe being in thofe times extremely fond of 
fpicts, to 4 i much greater degree than we arc at prefent. ' 

The Hollanders now alfo fend out four Ihips, by Oliver Van Noort, on a new adventure, 
whidi, after various accidents, failed through Magellan’s Straights into the South Sea, and fo 
on to the Eaft Indies, where they had various encounters with their enemies the Spaniards 
and Portuguefc : and after fome trading for pepper, they returned home by the, Cape of Good 
Hope. This being the fourth general navigation round the globe; but the;, ||rft which had 
been performed by the Dutch. 

Bilhop Fleetwood, in his Chronicon Preciofum, fays, that in this year pepper was fo dear 
as eight ihillings per pound ; but raifins at fix pence ; Gafeon wine, two fhillings and -eight 
pence ’per gallon, and fweet wines, four Ihillings per gallon. 

In this fame year died Philip II. the renowned monarch of Spain, Portugal, See. after a reign 
of forty-two years, during which he had ftruck terror into many parts of the world ; and 
muft be acknowledged to have been, during his whole life, the moft potent monarch of Chrif- 
tendom. - . 

Voltaire, in his General Hiftory of Europe, part v. obferves, “ that from the reign of the 
“ Emperor Charles V. to this time, the Spaniards had a remarkable fuperiority over other 
“ nations. Their laiilhage was fpoken at Paris, at Vienna, at Milan, and at Turin. Their 
“ faihions, their manner of thinking and writing, gave them an afeendant over the Italians : 
“ and, in fine, Spain, till about this period, or fomewhat later, had greater refpeft fiiewn her 
“ than was demonftrated to any other nation.” So that, from various reafons which wife 
and knowing men will eafily find out, this great afccndance or fuperiority of Spain, cannot be 
reckoned to have, in all, lafted fcarcely an entire century : after which, France began to gain a 
fuperiority which the reft of Europe has ever fincc. feen too faft increafing, attended with a 
greater degree of pre-eminence, in refpeft to their language, faihions, manner of thinking and 
writing. See. than ever Spain had before enjoyed. 

1599 The voyage to Archangel was fo well known, and fo much frequented at this time. tliSt, ac- 
cording to Werdenhagen, the Hanfcatic hift'orian, even fo far as from Venice, at leaft one fliip 
annually reforted thither for commerce. So much was all Europe, by Uiis time, improved in 
the arts of commerce and navigation. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 36a — 3, of tbe Foedcra, we have a fpecial commiflion from 
Queen Elizabeth, not only for enquiring into the complaints of Denmark in the preceding 
year ; but alfo into thofe of the French. , The principal occafion of the latter being, it feems, 
owing to the letters of marque merehailt Ihips, which the Queen had licenfed to make reprifals 
on the Ihips of Spain ; under which pretence they had, probably, fometiroes made too free 
with, the Ihips and goods of other nations. Againft whidh unjuft pradices the Queen, , by 
proclamation, now ftriftly enjoins all fuch letter of marque flbips to give ftcurity, before they 
fet fail, not to injure the fubjefts of nations in amity with her; • < ^ • 

At thistime, according to the Annuls of the Netherlands, by Grptiu*, the fc» ports of Hol- 
land, and other parts of the United Provinces, geheradtyhuilt two thou land new ^pi every 

year. 
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1599 y**’’' A thing almoft incrediW®/ did it not proceed from fo reputable and illullrlous an au- 
thor, and who was alfo a natiw of that country. 

King Henry IV. of France, according to Mezcrai, now prohibited, by a fpecial edift, all 
foreign manufactures) as wftU ofiiik as ofgold.or filver, pore or mixed, at the requeft of the 
merchants of Tours, who undertook to make quantities of fuch manufaftures lufficient for 
the whole kingdom. Yet, grafping at more' than they could perform, and being alfo com- 
plained of by the city of Lyons, (juftly ftiled the Golden Gate of France) as thereby dcflroy- 
ing their famous fairs, as well as leffening the King’s cuftoms, that Edift in flivour of Tours 
was revoked. Yet, as Puffendorf obferves, thefc new manufaftures of France, and more 
efpecially that of iilk, afterward drew great wealth into that kingdom. 

1600 In the laft year of this century, Queen Elizabeth fent out John Mildcnhall over land from 
Conflantinople to the court of the Great Mogul, for the obtaining of certain privileges for the 
Englilla Company, for whom flic was then preparing a charter to forwafd tlieir trading to the 
Eaft Indies, in which he was long oppofed by the grts and prefents of the Spanifli and Portu- 
guefe Jefuits at that court, who by fuch means had fo prepoflefled the Mogul againff the 
Englilh, that it was forac years before he could.entirely get the better of them. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 395, of the Foedcra, we have a fliarp and folid letter from Queen 
Elizabeth to King Chriflian IV. of Denmark, ** remonftrating on the injufticc of his peo- 
“ pie’s having feized certain Englifli fifliing veflels on the high feas northward, remote from 
“ land.” She tells that King, ” that the high feas were free for fifliing by the confent of all 
nations.” — Such was her conftant ftile on this fubjeft.— This feizure was, probably, made 
fonicwhere near Iceland or Norway, under pretence of our people’s not having firft aiked leave 
of the Danifli court, before they went to fifli in thofc feas, agreeable to a coiiveiitfoii for- 
merly made with Denmark 1 all which kind of difputes, about the fifliing there, are long fince 
at an end. 

In a treatife, publiflied in the year 1655, entitled, England’s Grievance difeovered inRela- 
lation to the Coal Trade, that befide the charters already mentioned, the town of Newcaftle 
upon Tyne had charters from King Henry I. Edward 1 . and III. Richard II. Henry IV. and 
Queen Elizabeth, the latcft charter of her’s being in this year i6oo ; wherein the (^leen, in 
Englifli, deferibes that noble town, “ as a town of merchants, a mart or market of great fame, 
“ and fluffed with a multitude of merchants dwelling therein. — And whereas it is an ancient 
and has, time out of mind, had a certain guilder fraternity, called hoft-men,. for 
“ the difeharging and better difpofirig of fea-Coals, grind-floncs, rub-ftones, and whet-floncs, 
in and upon the river and port of Tyne, though not as yet incorporated — She therefore 
“ now” (viz. in the forty-third year of her reign, though that book by miftake fays the thir- 
teenth) “ incorporates them by the name of the Governor, Stewards, and Brethren of the 
Fraternity of Hoft-men of Ncwcaftle.’’ By this and former charters, it appears, that this 
famous town had great jurifdiftion on the river Tyne, from the fca feven miles up to the town, 
and from the bridge, feven miles above the town, in point of navigation, admiralty jurifdic- 
tion, fifhery, itc.— And alfo that Ncwcaftle bad been fcrviceable to former Princes in their 
wars, by fupplying them with mariners and ftiips, and whofe eflential fcrvices, in the' fame re- 
fpefk, muft be acknowledged at the time wherein we nov(r Ike. 

According to Wheeler’s Treatife of Commerce, jpuWiftied in the year i6or, already often 
quoted, “ The Company of Merchant- Advcntuiers of England did, in thefe times, annually 
■“ expott fixty thottfand'whitcolotbs, befide coloured ones pf all forts fliort and Jontr ; kerfies 
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1600 “ bayea, cottons, northern dozens, and divers other kinds of eoarfe woollen cloths $ the . 
“ white cloths alone being worth fix hundred thoufand pounds, and the reft worth four hun- 
“ dred thoofand pounds more,” 

Neverthelefs, Dr. Davenant, an abk author, in the fecond volume of bis New Dialogues, 
“ publilhcd in the year 1710, p. 93, affirms, “ That the gold and filver coins, a* this time, 
“•in Engtjind, did not exceed four millions, which,” fays he, “ were the tools we had to 
“ work with, when we firft began to make a figure in the commercial world, which was near 
“ that period of time.” 

Our own Turkey merchants firft, and tlie Dutch Eaft India Company next, who had taken 
the lead of us in the Eaft India trade, •keeping up the price of pepper from eight IhilHngs to 
four ihillings per pound, we being at war with Spain, and therefore prevented from getting 
fpices from Lilbon at firft hand. Queen Elizabeth now determined to enter her people dircflly 
upon a commerce to the Eaft Indies. r- 

Accordingly, on the 31ft of December, 1600, fhe granted a charter to George Earl of Cum- 
berland, and two hundred and fifteen Knights, Aldermen, and Merchants, “ That, at their 
“ own cofts and clurges, — they might fet forth one or more voyages to the Eaft Indians, in 
“ the country and parts of Afia and Africa, and to the ifta^ds thereabouts,— divers of which 
“ countries, iflands, fee. have long fithcnce been difeovered by others of our fubjefis ; — to be 
“ one body politic and corporate, by the name of, Governor and Company of Merchants of 
London trading to the Eajl Indies ; — to have fucceffion ; — to purchafe lands (without limita- 
“ tion.;) — to have one Governor, and twenty-four perfons, to be elefted annually, who fliall 
“ be called Committees, jointly to have the direftion of the voyages, the provifion of the 
“ Ihipping and merchandize, alfo the fale of the merchandize, and the management of all 
“ other things belonging to the faid Company.— Sir Thomas Smith, Alderman of London, 

“ was to be the firft Governor, and a Deputy-Governor to be clefted in a General Court ; 
“ both th« Governors and all the Committees to take the oath of fidelity. — As alfo, every 
“ member fhall take an oath, before being admitted, to traffic as a freeman of this Company. 

« —The Company, their fons, at twenty-one years of age, their apprentices, fervants, and 
factors, in India, or clfcwhcre, may, for fifteen years from Chriftmas laft, freely and folcly 
“ trade, by fuch way? and pafiages as are already found out, or which fhall hereafter be dif- 
“ covered, into the countries and parts of Afia and Africa, and into and from all the illajxds, 

“ ports, towns, and places of Afia, Africa^ and America, or any of them, beyondt^jfff'Cape 
“ of Bona Speranza to the Streights of Magellan, where any traffic of merchandize may be 
“ ufed to and from every of them, in fuch manner as lhall, from time to time, be limited and 
“ agreed on at any public aflembly or general court of the Company ; any ftatute, ufage, di- 
“ verfity of religion or faith, or any other matter, to the contrary notwithftanding ; fo as it 
“ be not to any country already poflefled by any Chriftian potentate inamity with her Majef- 
“ ‘ty, who fhall declare tlie fame to be againft his or their good liking. — Either the Governor 
“ or Deputy Governor rauft always be one in general aftemblies, when they may make all 
“ reafonable laws, conftitutiohs, &c. agreeable to the laws of England, for their good go- 
“ vernment, plurdity of voices, and may punifh, by fihes and imprifonment, the o^n- 
“ ders againft their laws.— "The Queen grants to theiCompany an exemption from graying any 
“ cuftoms for the firft fourvoy^es andTor cuftoms which fhall afterwards be payable for 
“ merchandize from India, the Campany fhall be? allowed to give their bonds, payable one 
“ half in fix months, and the other half in fix months after.— Fo^r merchandize loft at fea. 
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“ outward bound, the cuftpms ftiaSl be allowcd to the Company out of the next cargo Ihip- 
“ ped off. — Indian merchandize, that Ihall have paid the cuftoras, may, until the end of thir- 
“ teen months, be re-exported by any fubjcits, without paying any further cuftom^ — The 
“ Company may export, in their firft. voyage now preparing, thirty thoufand pounds in fo- 
“ reign coin or bullion, fo as at leaft fix thoufand pounds thereof be firft coined in the 
“ Queen’s mint, and the like for the fubfequent voyages, provided the Company firft irtiport 
“ at leaft fo much foreign coin or bullion in gold orfilver into this realm, of which fix thou- 
“ fand pounds lhall be coined as aforefaid. — The Company may fpnd yearly to Eaft India, 
“ fix good ftiips and fix pinnaces, with five hundred mariners, unlefs the royal navy goes 
“ forth. — None of the Queen’s fubjefts, but the Company, their fervants, or afligns, fliall 
“ refort to India, without being licenfed by the Company, upon pain of forfeiting fhips and 
“ cargoes, with imprifonment, till the offenders give one thoufimd pounds bond to the Com- 
“ pany, not to trade thither again,— Ncverthelefs, for the encouragement «f mcrchant-ftrangers 
“ and others to bring in commodities into the realm, the Queen gi\^es power to the Com- 
“ pany to grant licences to trade to the Eaft Indies ; and fhe promifes not to grant leave to 
“ any others to trade thither during the Company’s term, without their confent. The ma- 
“ jority of any general meeting of the Company may admit apprentices, fervants, fadtors, 
“ &c. to the fcllowfhip or freedom oftthe faid Company. — The filver to be exported lhall on- 
“ ly be Ihipped at the ports of London, Dartmouth, and Plymouth, ahd fliall be duly entcr- 
“ cd by the cuftom-houfe oflficers, without paying any cuftom for the fame.— Gold and filver 
“ imported lhall be entered before the landing the fame. — Provided, that in cafe this charter 
“ fliall hereafter appear not to be profitable to the crown and realm, then, upon two years no- 
“ tice to the Company, their charter lhall ccafc and determine. — But if otherwife, then the 
“ Queen promifes, at the end of the faid fifteen years, upon the Company’s fuit, to grant 
“ them a new charter for fifteen years longer.” This is the very fame Eaft India Company, 
which, through many various vicilTitudcs, exifted under the fame deiiominatipn till the year 
1708, when it was abforbed by the prefent United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eajl Indies, 

N. B. The original lhares fubferibed were fifty pounds each. 

To clofc this century with good fortune, we fliall remark, that the EngHlh Eaft India fliips', 
homeward bound, took polTcffion of tbe ifle of St. Helena, then uninhabited, though, (ac- 
'bondi iig t o the cuftom of the Portuguefe) wHl flocked with goats, hogs, and poultry, that 
they might be fupplied therewith, when obliged at any time to flop there. Here our Eaft 
India Company formed a fettlement, — which they fortified, and held undifturbed till the year 
1673, as will be further lliewn under that year. This ifland is an entire, lofty rock, covered 
with about twelve or fiftMn inches of earth on its fur&ce. As the wind blows conftantly at 
fouth call. from tlie Cape of Good Hope to this place, (wl)ich is about twenty- two miles in 
compafs) it is failed to in about three weeks without handling the falls, and the moderate gale 
makes the voyage very pieafant. On the contrary, it is extremely difficult to find this ifle in 
failing from Europe, becaufe of the conftam: fouth eaft wind; wherefore, when a lliip is fent 
from England thither, they arc obliged to niake dirc£lly to the Cape of Good Hope, and from 
thence have a f Icafant palTagc, as already deferibed to St. f|elcna. — The great and only benefit 
our Alps receive from this ifle, is the frefh water and provifions they there meet, with in their 
return from India, in the providing of which above, two hundred families are here employed 
and fupported. 

SEVEN- 
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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 
SucceJioH ^Princes in this Century. 


, Empigers of Germany: 
Rodolph II. to - i6ii 
Matthias, to r j6j8 

Ferdinand II. to 1636 

Ferdinand HI. to 1656 

Leopold, to - 1700 

and beyond. 


Czar of RuJJia. 
Peter the Great, 
from 1682, to 
and beyjond. 


I 1700 


Kiti^s of Sweden. 


SiGISMUND, to 
Charles IX. to 
C1USTAV.US Adol- 
phus, to 
Christiana, to 
Charles X. Gus- 

TAVUS, to 

Charles XI. to 
Charles XII. to 
<§tid beyond. 


1604 

1611 


j *632 
» 6 S 4 
1 1660 
- 1697 
1700 


Kings of England and Scotland. 


Elizabeth, to 
James I. to 
Charles I. to 

II. to 

James II. to 
William and 
Mary, to 
William III. to 
and beyond. 


1603 

1625 

1649 

1685 

1688 

1694 

1700 


Kings of Denmark. 
Christian IV. to 1649 
Frederick III. to 1670 
Christian V. to 1699 
Frederick IV. to 1700 
and beyond. 

Kings of Poland. 
SicisMUND, King of l 
Sweden, to j 

Uladislads VI. to 1647 
John Casimir, to 1670 
Michael WisNo- 

wisKi, to ] *^73 

John Sobieski, to 1696 
Augustus II. to 1700* 
and beyond. 


Kings of France. 


Henry IV. to 

1610 

Louis XIII. to 

1643 

Louis XIV. to 

1700 

and beyond. 


Kings of Spain. 


Philip III. to 

1621 

Philip IV. to 

1665 

Charles II. to - 

1700 


Kings of Portugal. 


Philip III; of 1 

Sp^^‘ to j 

1640 

John-,' to - - 

1651 

Alp HON so, to 

1667 

Peter, to 

1700 

and beyond. 


The character of the SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

This century may be truly faid, from its very commencement, nearly to approa^lv-t^ rc - 
femblance of modern times, whether coniidered in a commercial or a political light ; either in 
refpeft of riches, knowledge, or religion. In general, it will be icen, that towards the clofc 
of it, commerce gradually advanced to almoft its very zenith of perfeflion. Navigation, ma- 
thematical, manufadural, nautical, and mechanical arts ; agriculture, archite£ture, and planta- 
tions, arc almoft marvclonlly improved. — The interefts of the fevend kingdoms and ftates of Eu- 
rope are more intimately inveftigated, and better nnderftood than inany former age. — Almoft all 
the commercial, banking, and .metallic companies of Europe are eftablilhed nearly as at prefent 
fubfifting: the great and principal increafe of the commerce of England and Holland iseftefled. 
The Hans-towns lofe their trade more and more to the Dutch and £ngliih.-^Tbe Turkilh 
naval ftrength begins to decline.— The trade from the feyerat countries of Europe to the Eaft 
Indies is brou^t to gr^eat maturity, efpecially by the Engliih knd Dutch, who» to tSe very clofe 
of this century, may be laid to pollcfs much the greateft part of the naval commerce of Eu- 
rope.— Naval architecture is alfo brought to great perfc&ioa,— The general balance of national 

* commerce 
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j6oi commerce is better underftood 5 thottgb* very probably, it will never be reducible to a dhc£b 
demonftratioti.~>Commercial treaties between dHFerent nations are more fully comprehended in 
this century^ a^d are found to be of the left importance totheir mutual profperity, — The impor- 
tance of tl^e low intereft of money, and,the true intrinfic value of coin, is much better and 
more generally known, than at former periods.-— Many new inventions and projefts are fet on 
foot. — The fuburbs of London are greatly enki^ed every way, from the great incrcafe of the 
commerce of England. — Legal intcreft of money in England is reduced. — The exccllerit navi- 
gation aft of the Rump Parliament is afterwards legally confirmed, as being founded on juft 
principles, and various improvements are at different times made therein. — Many excellent 
new produftions are brought to England, and naturalized there. — England’s moft excellent 
Royal Society, for the improvement of natural knowledge, is eftabliihed, and followed by thofe 
of I'everal other nations. — The revenue of England is vaftly increafed, as is alfo its royal navy 
and mercantile (hipping, and likewife all its manufaftures.— New Englilh® plantations formed 
in America, and the old ones much improved.— France alfo is greatly improved in commerce, 
manufaftures, colonies, and (hipping. — Many unfuccefsful expeditions are attempted from 
Europe, for finding the north-weft and north-eaft paffages 'to China and India. — Money- 
banking takes its original eftablilhment and tncreafe in England i and commercial liberty is 
alfo legally and firmly eftabliihed there.— Prince, by tlic wicked and impolitic perfccution 
and cxpulfion ofher Proteftant fubjefts, makes great alterations in favour of the commerce 
and manufaftures of moft countries of Europe.— England makes a great and fticcefs|til refor- 
mation of her filver coin.— Peter, the firft great Monarch of RuiTia, makes vaft im^ovements 
in his extenfive empire. — And almoft every part ofChriilendom, towards the clofe of this cen- 
tury, is endeavouring to puih into commerce and manufaftu/es ; whilft, at the fame time, the 
commerce and ihipping of England continue very vifibly to profper and increafed 

*■ 

i()Oi The very laft day of t^^xteenth century having given birth and form to the firft Englifli 
Eaft India Company, the members thereof immediately raifed the fum of feventy-two thou- 
fand pounds, though not in one joint ftock or common capital, as in fucceeding times, there 
having been no joint ftock in this company till the year 1613. They, this year, fent out their 
fifft fleet for Indian commanded in chief by Capjtain James Lancafter j having one Ihip of fi.x 
^hundred tons, one of three hundred, two of two hundred each, and one of one ljundred and 
thirty tons, as viftualler to the whole fleet, carrying four hundred and eighty m'^ri, and twen- 
ty-fevenThoufMid|bundain money and goodsi the remainder of the faid feventy-twO tlion- 
fand pounds bei% entirely abforbed in the purcUafe of tliefe Ihips, and for artillery, ammu- 
nition, provifipi«» &c. But .Q^ifien. did not live; to fee the return of this voyage. 

At Achen, in the ifle of Sumatra, they laded pepper-for fome of thbir fhips ; but np^ meeting 
with enough, and failipg thwice for the Strait «)fJ»klacca, they found lading enough, by their 
capture of a Portuguefe Ihip of nine hundred tons, laden with calicoes, &c. and failing from 

thence to Banram^ lbey delivered Qpcen Elizabeth’s letter, and. its King, as they 

had before done to the King of Achen ; and from bntli thofe Kihga'fhey re letters and 
prefents in return for C^en Elizabeth, and hadalfo privileges grimted to bur company by both 
kings. So, havmg ;fi8|i|ed feftors at iBantara, thejf^ hdmbWard, and arrived in the 
Downs*in Septembcat, this fi# v^ge vci^ profpcfouiiy in;?^ and 

fcven roontlis. 

% 
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i6oi Sir William Monfon, in his Naval Trafts, obfcrvcsj that even before Qjieen.EUzabcth’s 
death, and upon the Eaft India Company's fending out thdr firft ileet, mentioned, that 
trade was written againil in England, and was alfo briefly anfwered,- tbe following 
heads, viz. 

I. It is exhaufting our treafurc. 

^nfvyjTcd.— Wc may,- by this trade, draw as much'lllver from other countries as we fend 
to India.”* This has been fince amply verified. 

II. It will deilroy our mariners, by the great difference of climates. 

“ Anfwered. — As long voyages breed the'beft mariners, this of Eaft India will rather in- 
“ creafe than diminilh their number. 

III. It will be the decay of our fhipping by the worms, unlefs fheathed with lead. 

“ Anfwered. — So for from this, it will be the incrcafe of our fhipping, by maintaining eiglit 
or nine fhips, each of one thoufand or cwelve hundred tons, which are larger than any wc 
“ now ufc, and which, on occafion, may be of greater fervice to the nation than all the other 
“ fhipping of London. 

IV. It will obftruft the vent of our woollen cloth, in return for which we now take fjuces, 
&c. from Turkey, which our Eaft India trade, bringing more cheap to us, will prevent. 

Anfwered.— This inconvenience will fall alone on the Turkey Company, whofe fpiccs. 
See. come to us at the .third hand, whereas they will novv come to us at the firft hand from 

With refpeft to the objection, that more fpiccs will be brougirt home than wc can vend ; 
“ Anfvveved. — Our own nation, the Eaft Country, and Ruilia, will confume more than wc 
“ can b»;ing home.” 

VL it was alfo obje^lcd, that the fource of our Eaft India trade was the fecret malice of 
fomc againft the T urkey Company. 

“ Anfwered. — If the Eaft India trade proves beneficial, itefujight to bepurfued, without rc- 
“ garding private grudges ; and men would not venture fuch great flocks in if they did not 
“ think it would anfwcr.” • • 

“ To thefc objeftions,” fays Sir William Monfon, “ the anfwers arc, in general, juft, after 
“ twenty-five years experience; (he firft wrote bis Npal Tradls in the year 1625} but, he 
adds, ^^V tliat the bane of that trade, in his time, wais, .. 

“ I. The company having treble the numbw of eight or nine fhips, at firft propofed for 
“ this trade, which was thereby ovcrchar^d. ' 

“ II. For the fame reafon, the prices of Eaft India merchandize were enhanced there. 

“ lit. It drew mighty flocks of money to maihtain it ; whereby all the kingdom imputed 
“ ftic fcarcity of money to it.” 

W'ith refpeft to the anfwers exhibited to the fix objeftions againft an Eaft India trade, wc 
may briefly obferve, that the anfwcr to the firft is, in our days, put much ftronger, viz. That 
the re-ettportation of Eaft India goods brings back a much gratet ^balance from foreign na- 
tions rfiati all the bullion we fend to India. And with felarion to.tbe fifth, the Dutch 
Coiiipanyibivi;^ foon after ipafttred the coafts ofthc iflc of^cyk>n, in which alone by far the 
beft cini^E^is prbSuced; and the ifle of Amboyna being, fhe^ beft for cloven; and the Mo- 
lucca ifles for mace, the^ Company haw hmg linee been Excluded from 

tiiofe fpices at iih« W only pepj^r abounding in fo many different parts of India, our 
company fnuft ever deal largely in thatfpicci as it ever will ptobably be in moft general dc- 
f mand 



20 t 


OF TItB OR101K OF COMMEROB. 


A D. 

i6ot mand all over th« world, all ranks and conditions of people. Yet it is confelTed, that tlte 
afiertion in the anAver to fixth objeftion* is far from being conclulive, with refpeft to the 
general benefit } fince there may be various branches of commerce very beneficial to the njer- 
chant, which may be. at the fame time, pernicious to the public. 

As the trade from England to Eaft India, is become of fo great importance to the public, 
and employs fo vaft a ciqpita], vre ihall throughout the remaining part of our work uke fpecial 
cognizance of all debates and reafonings for and agiinft it, and of all the material alterations 
and changes in it. 

Till the beginning of the feventeenth century, Aftgelius a Werdenhagen, already fo often 
quoted, obferves, vol. H. part. 6, p. 19, “ That fonae of the Hans-towns made regular annual 
“ voyages up'the Mediterranean Sea, as far as Venice ; and more particularly the I^amburgh- 
** ers, to their great profit, fo long as the Dutch abftained froip that trade. But when once 
“ thofe of Amfterdam engaged in that trade, they quite wormed the Hahfeatics out of it; fo 
“ that at length the Hamburghers had no other trade left to them with Venice, but to fell their 
“ large fhips there, and then to return home over latid.” This author further fays, ** that they 
“ formcily traded alfo to Florence, Genoa, and Mefiina, for filk, in exchange for their corn. 
“ And the Ihips of Lubeck, Wifmar, and Straelfund, were then alfo wont to frisquent the 
** ports of Spain, till fupplanted therein alfo by the more dextrous Hollanders.’* 

Wheeler, the advocate for, and feerfetary to ihp merchant- adventurers company of England, 
and the antagonift of the Hanfeatics, and who wrote in this year 1601, pleafes himfelf not a 
httlc, “ that the latter were then fo much decayed in power and ftrength, as that the ftate 
“ need not greatly to fear them.— For as the canfci which made the Han«-towiw of Cftimation 
“ and account in old times, were the multitude of their fliipping and fea trade, whereby they 
“ ftored all countries with their eaftern comijsodities, (i. e naval ftoies, flax, hemp, finen, 
“ iron, copper, corn, &c.) and ferved Princes turns with their large and flout ftiips in time of 
“ war ; we lhall find at.this tiipe, tliafrthey have in a manner loft both the one and the otherlong 
‘ ‘ ago, whcit compared with what they formerly were. And if her Majefty (hould forbid all trade 
“ into Spain, after tlie example of other Princes, they would, in a Ihort time, be quit of the 
“ reft ; for that trade is their chiefeft fupport at this inftant. — fiefides, of the feventy>two con- 
“ federate Hans-towns, fo much Vaunted of, what remains almoft but the report? And thofe 
“ wljich remain, and appear by their deputies, when there is any alTembly, are tihey able, unicfa 
“ with much ado, to bring up the charges and contributions, &c; for the defence and main- 
“ tcnance of their league, privileges, and trade, in/oreign parts and at home ? Surely no 
“ For moft of their teeth are out, and (bereft but loofe, &c.” 

The chief aim of this fcnfible author was, to confute the allegations of the Hans-toWns at 
the German diet, that the company of Merchant-adventurers was a proper monopoly ; as well 
as the attempts atliome of the feparate traders, who were equally that company’s opponents. 

We have, in the preceding century, feen both Englilh and Dutch, not only vifiting the 
Eaft Indies, but navigating round the terraqueous globe : but the firft account we meet with 
of any French feipS fiued 'out for tbp Eaft Indies, is in this year 160 1 ; when a company of 
inerclunts of St Maloei font two fltipa thither ; olte of which was eaft away at the Maldivian 
ides, Laval, who wriiep this account, and all the reft of the crew, were faved, but were kept 
prifotfers there fome time, and afterwards got home to France : but he gives no account of the 
iuccefs of the other fti^. 

Vol. II. 


Although 
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i6qi Although what we have, in di^rcnt parts of this work, already exhibited, coacerning 
the Englilh merchant-adventurers company, may feem fafficieat to explain its nature, as being 
merely what is known in England by the name of a Regulated Company, yet we thought a 
further authentic defcription of it, by Wheeler, their fecrctary, already frequently mentioned 
and quoted, might, once for all, be acceptable : viz. 

i‘ The company confifts of a great number of wealthy merchants of divers great cities, 
“ an^ maritime towns, &c. in England; viz. London, York, Norwich, Exeter, Ipfwich, 
Newcaftle, Hull, &c. Thcfe of old time linked thcrafelves together, for the exercife of 
“ merchandize, by trading in cloth, kerfics, and all other, as well Englilh as foreign com- 
“ modities, vendible abroad ; whereby they brought much wealth home to their refpeftive 
“ places of refidcnce. Their limits are, the towns and ports lying between the river of 
“ So'mme in France, and along all the coafts of the Netherlands and Germany, within the 
, “ German Sea*: not into all at once, at each man’s pleafure, but into one or two towns at 
“ moft within the faid bounds, which they commonly call the mart town or towns, bccaulc 
“ there only they ftapled their commodities, and put them to falc, and thence only they 
*♦ brought fuch foreign wares as England wanted, and which were brought from far by mer- 
“ chants of divers nations, flocking tliitlier to buy and fell as at a fair. The merchant-ad- 
** venturers do annually export at leaft fixty thoufand white cloths, worth at leaft fix hundred 
thoufand pounds, and of coloured cloths of all forts, keriies, bayes, cottons, northern 
“ dozens, and other coarfe cloths, forty thoufand “cloths more, worth four hundred thoufand 
** pounds, in all one million flerling ; beiide what goes to the Netherlands from England of 
** woolfels, lead, tin, fafFron, coney Ikins, leather, tallow, aiabaftcr, corn, beer, &c. — And 
« our company imported, viz. of the Dutch and German merchants, Rhenilh wines, fuflians, 
« copper, fleel, hemp, onion feed, iron and copper wire, latten, kettles, pans, linen, har> 
*' nefs, faltpetre, gunpowder, and all things made at Nurenburg,” i. e. fuch as toys, finall 
iron ware, &c. “ Of the Italians, all forts of fllks, velvets, cloth of geld, &c. Of the 
** Eafteriings, naval ftores, furs, foap, alhes, &c. Of the Portuguefe, fpiccs and drugs. 

“ With the Spanilh and, French they,” t. the Staple of Anttverp, “ had not much to do, 
** by reafon t£at our Englilh merchants have had a great trade direftly to France and Spain, 
“ and fo ferve England dire6My flrom thence with the commodities of thofe two countries. 

Of the Nethcrianders they buy all kinds of manufaftures, t^ftry, buckrams, white thread, 
“ incle, linen, cambrics, lawn, madder, -&c. Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, and 
“ fovereign of the Netherlands, the founder of the order of the Golden Fleece, gave the 
Fleece for the badge of that order, in confideration of the great revenue accruing to him 
*‘ from tlie tolls and enfloms of our wool and woollen cloth.” 

After many ineffefloal laws ena£^ed in England, for the relief of the poor, it was not till 
this forty-third year of Qpeen Eiitabetfa, that a law palTed, cap. U.‘ for nearly the prefent 
method of coileAing the poors Tates, by ovetieers in every pariflt. Yet, notwithflanding the 
various alterations and amendments which our laws relative to the poor have undergone, it is 
ftill the great complaint, even at this dayj of eVery obferving perfon, that the poor might be 
taken care of at a much lower expence than ivy the pfefeht ^ethbd ; and that the iham^ul 
nuifance of common beggars and vagabonds, might idfo be ^e&o^ly ptftvented, wereafo- 
lemn committee of gentlemen and nberehants, with one of two able and hbneft llwyers, to 
undertake the truly arduous, though not abfolutely tmpradicable talk, with patience and fleady 
refolution. 
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i6oi In this fame year, thirteen (hips failed from Amfterdam for Eaft India, and returned, after 
various adventures, in fafety home. 

In this year, j6oi, we have aHatute of the forty-third of Queen Elizabeth, cap. xii. for 
awarding commiflions to hear and determine policies of aifurance made among merchants. — In 
the preamble to which llatute arc the following words : “ whereas it hath been time out of 
“ mind an ufage amongft merchants, both of this realm and of foreign nations, when they 
“ make any great adventure, (fpccially into remote parts) to give fome conlideration of money 
“ to other perfons, which commonly arc in no fmall number, to have from them afliirance 
made of their goods, merchandizes, Ihips, and things adventured, or fome part thereof, at 
“ fuch rates, and in fuch fort, as the parties aflurers and the parties afFufed, can agree ; which 
“ courfe of dealing is commonly termed a Policy of Aifurance: by means of which, itcom- 
“ cth to pafs, upon the lofs or periihiug of any ihip, there fpllowetb not the undoing of any 
“ man, but the lofs ligbtctb rather ealily upon many, tlian heavily upor. few ; and rather up- 
“ on tltcm that adventure not, than upon thofe that adventure ; whereby all merchants, fpe- 
“ cially of the younger fort, arc allured to venture more willingly and more freely. ' And 
“ whereas heretofore, fuch aifurers have ufed to Hand fo juftly and prcdfely upon their cre- 
“ dits, as few or no controverfics have rifen thereupon ; and if any have grown, the fame 
“ have from time to time been ended and ordered by certain grave and difereet merchants, ap- 
“ pointed by the Lord Mayor of London.-— Until of late years, that divers perfons have with- 
“ drawn tberafelves from that arbitrary courfe ; and have fought to draw the parties aflured to 
“ feek their monies of every fcveral alTurer, by fuits commence! in her Majefty’s courts, to 
their great charges and delays.” For remedy whereof, it was nowenaded, “ .that the Lord 
“ Chancellor, or Keeper, do award one general or ftanding yearly comraiiQon, for the dc- 
“ termining of caufes on policies of aifurances, fuch as now are, or hereafter fhall be entered 
“ within the office of aifurances within the city of London. — rThis commiffion to confift of 
“ the Judge of the Admiralty, the Recorder of London, two doctors of the civil law, two 
“ common lawyers, and eight difereet merchants, or to any five of them. — Which commif- 
** fion ihall have authority to determine all caufes concerning policies of aifurance in a fum- 
“ mary way ; — who ihall fummon the parties examinfe witneilcs upon oath, and imprifon 
“ difobeyers of their decrees. They ihall me^t weekly at the office of infurance, on the wtfl: 
“ fide of the Royal Exchange, for the execution of their commiffion, without fee or reward. — 
“ And any fuch as may think tberafelves aggrieved by their determinations, may, in two 
“ months, exhibit his bill in Chancery for a re-examination of fuch decree,— provided the 
“ complainant do firft lay down to the faid cotmnii^ners ffie fum awarded; and that the Lord 
“ Chancellor or Keeper may either revci# or affirm the firft decree, according to equity and 
confcience : and if he decrees againft the affiirers, double cofts ihall be awarded to the af- 
*' fured. Laftly, no commiffioner ih^ll be either afturer or aflured.” 

This law fufficiently demo«ftrated|, that at tlus time there was a great incre,afe of foreign 
commerce in England. 

Aflurance, or infarance offfiips and merchandise on the feas,. is of great antiquity, even as 
far back as the reign of the Emperor piaudr^ Caifar. 

The fea laws of Olerbn, as farback as m tl^y^ li^ treat of it. 

It to have been in ufe in Englahdt ^ commerce, fomewhat earlier 

than on ihe conlioeht. “ And Antwerp, in its meridian glory, learned it from Eng- 

**( lw4. ** Asui whereas,” fays Malyhca’s Lek Mercatorta, the meetings of merchants in 

C c a “ London 
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** London were held in Lombard 'flreet, (fo called becaufe certain Italians of Lombardy kcj)t 
“ there a Pawn-houfc or Lombard, long before the Royal Exchange was built) all tlte policies 
“ of infurances at Antwerp, which then were, and now (1622) yet are made, do make men- 
** tion, that it ihall be in all things concerning the faid aifurances, as was accuftomed to be 
“ done in Lombard*ftreet, in London ; which is imitated alfo in other places of the Low 
“ Conntries.” 

In the liihieenth volume, p. 408, of the Fcedcra, we have a record taken from the Cotton 
library ; being a letter from the fenate and confuls of Staden, to fome great man of Queen 
Elizabeth’s court, (not named) “ requefting him to affure thit Queen of their readinefs again 
“ to receive the EngHih merchant*adventurers to refidc in their town, as formerly they did ; 
** provided there be no monopoly, or college (as they ftilc it) of the faid merchant-adventu- 
“ rers ; fince tliey have learned from the Imperial court, that they are there become moic fa- 
** vourable tovprds the Englifli; and that itjs the monopoly alone which the Emperor’s man- 
date ftruck at, as what the Hanfeatics oppofed.— >In the mean time, all Englilh mei chants 
“ in general may freely refort to Staden.” Thefe Hanfeatics complained with a very ill grace 
againft monopolies, who for three centuries pail had been the greateft monopolies in Europe. 
Wherefore this letter from Staden feems to have been merely a complimental one. 

In p. 414 to 4ai, of the lixteenth volume of the Foedera, the wars of Ireland having diained 
much of the money of England, Qpeen Elizabeth thought it heft to coin ihillings, ilx-pences, 
three-pences, and halfpence, of a bafer allay than the Englilh llerling coins, which Ihc fent 
into Ireland, as the only proper coins to pafs there. — And ihe alfo ereded an office of exchange 
between England and Ireland, forexchanging the faid new money with fterling monies of 
England ; — appointing tlie cities of London, Briftol, and Ch/efter, in England ; and Dublin, 
Cork, Galway, and Carickfergus, in lielaud, to be places where the offices of exchange were 
to be kept, and where twenty (hillings Englilh money were to be exchanged for twenty-one 
ihillings Irilh. 

In this fame year, i6oi, King Henry the Fourth of France, an able and penetrating Prince, 
publilhed an edi& for reducing the public or national intereft of money in that kingdom, down 
to fix and one-quarter per cent. That King therein obferves, 

“ L That hi^ intereft liad ruined many good and ancient houies. 

II. That it had obftruded both commerce, tillage, and manufadures ; many perfons, 
** trough the fiicilily of their gain by ufury, or intereft of money, chooiing rather to live 
idly in good towns, on their income arifibg tberefirom,. than to labour in the more painful 
employments in liberal arts, or in hufbaadry.’* 

One would naturally have apprehended, that ’England, a: nation now of confiderable com*- 
iQCtce, Ihould have feen the great uicfelnefs of low intereft for money, fooner than France 
would have perceived it ; yet the fa£i was quite otberwiie { for oat intereft Was not reduced 
from ten to eight, till the year 1624: norirom eight to fix percent, tih fifty years after this 
time. Thus, fometimes we ffiid one nation of people wifer in feme partioular matterthan 
another, from whom we Iheuld more reafonably naturaUy have expcfled it ; juft as we 
fee one particular perfon often excel, in one cerpun pomfr smqftier perjEbn» who, in other re- 
fpcQs, may gcnendly fin exceed him in ainlftiei. ' ' * 

The wife and penetrating Qpeen Elizabefii of England, (rtreir ready toredrefs f^eigrievances 
of her people, had heard of numerous compkiats againft monopolies, which, in fttis fame year, 
i6oi| were conm to a great height, and were petitioaed a^inft to the Hpnfe’ of Commons i 

tfhcrcupon, 

t 
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z6oi whereupon, before flic was aftaaUy a^dreflcd; ihe readily annulled Inoft of thofc giants, leav- 
ing the reft to the due courfc of Jaw } which drew an addrefi of thanks to her from the Houfe 
of Commons. 

Wc have fhewn under the year 1597, that the Scots had gradually brought their coins of 
pounds, ftiillings and pence, down to a tenth part of the value of thofe denominations in Eng- 
land, And in this fame year 1601, according to the late accurate Mr Ruddiman, in his Pre- 
fatio ad Anderfonl Thefaurum, Diplomalum, et Numiftnatuni Scotie. Edinburgi, 1739, 
folio, the final and fixed fettlement was made of the proportion between the coins, or rather 
denominations of coins of the two Britifti nations. “ For, by an order of the Privy Coun- 
“ cil of Scotland, in the year t6oi, all the coins of Scotland s^erc called into the mint, and 
“ recoined into new fpecieSi the gold into the finenefs of twenty-ttvo carrats, and the filvcr 
“ of eleven pcnnyweiglits. Out of an ounce of gold of this new coin tlicy coined thirty-fix 
“ of their nominal pounds ; and out of an ounce of filver, they coined tiiiee Scotifli pounds, 
“ or fixty ftiillings Scotilh money : fo that now the proportion betweeiK Englifli and Scotilh 
“ money was as twelve is to one. And fuch it remained to the happy union of the two king- 
“ doms, in the year 1707, when all the money of Scotland was called in, and coined into 
Englilh or ftcrling money. By that deternjiination, or older of Council, we alfo fee, that 
“ the propoition between gold and fiber in Scotl^d syas then alfo as twelve is to one.” 

“ Thus,” continues Ruddiman, “ the money of l^otland -was* gradually raifed in its cx- 
trinfic value to no lefs than thirty-fix tipnei itsriiiglnnl value, in-the reign of their King 
“ David the birlts whilft the Englifli money, from the. Norman conqueft, when a pound in 
“ tale was a pound, or twelve ounces in weight, has been raifed to only about three times that 
“ original value.” 

“ And the money of Fiance has been* gradually increafed in nominal value, fince tlie time 
“ of Charlemagne, when twenty fliUlings, or Ibis French, weighed a pound or twelve ounces, 
“ to above fixty times its original value, /. t. a livre, or nominal pound French, which fcarce- 
“ ly now contains a fixtietb para of its original quantity of filver. And if we were ftriiStJy to 
“ fearch into the ftatc of the money of other European nations, as the Germans, Dutch, 
“ Italians, wc fbould find that very great clumges have alfo happened as to the pcCfcnt no- 
“ minal value of the coins, compared to what they originally were, 

“ The caufes of thofe great alterations have been various ; fuch as, 

“ I. The nequfjfity or covctoufiiefs of Princes, who caufctf a greater quantity of allay, or 
“ bafe metal, to be mixed with the filver in coining, than was juft. 

“ II. Thoover-valuing of gold inrefpeft of filver. For, inftance, if in Scotland, gold 
“ was more valuable than in England, France^ arid other countries, then would their filver 
** monies be exported to thofe countries, to eatebange for gold } which exporution caufes an 
“ increafe of tlte value of the filvef coins. 

“ in. Another caufe of the enhancing the ijolninal value of the Scotifli money, was the 
“ frcecorrcncy ppraiitted to all manner t^fofeign4oins,^of vartons goodnefs and allay , where- 
«* by the peoffee were not readily able to Jjidgy of their tu>d tbertfote often over-valued 
“ their own eoine* ’ 

»* IV. On ^e other hind, il fowetirttps hainpened, that tin? Scots hiving a fcarcity of mo- 
“ lyyof their owft^ wrd therefore With the coins of foi^ign nations, did 

« ovcrnvalue thofe forcijptooint, Whia ihft valoe^M' their own coin, and tyhich'was 

** tlicrcforc 
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1601 “ therefore exported to foreign countries; whereby, in the end, thofe coins of their own 

were raifed higher than they Should have been. 

** V. A fifth caufe of enhancing the value of their coins, was the clipping, and otherwife 
** fraudulently diminilhing thereof, before the milled money came into ufe. 

** VI. The fixth and laft caufe of enhancing the coin, is when the balance of trade is a- 
j;<inft any country. For, if in any year, or number of years, a nation imports more mcr- 
“ cblndixi^in value from abroad, than they export of their own native commodities into 
“ foreign parts, the balance in the end muft be paid in the coin of fuch nation to foreign 
“ countries ; whereby their own Coin will be enhanced, if that balance continue for any con- 
*' fiderable time to be againft them. 

“ Thefe caufes,” fays our learned author, “ are not confined to Scotland or to France 
“ alone; but arc common to all other countries, where the like errors are fufTered.” Mr. 
Ruddiman highly and jufily commends the care taken in England to prevent abufes and inif- 
takes in relation to their coin; particularly in preventing the currency of foreign coins there. 
Whence it has happened, that the money of England has been lefs enhanced than in other 
nations. 

“ It is necdlefs to enlarge on the hurt done to many families, by the great enhancing of 
the coins of any country, feeing it is fo obvious. What, for inftance,” adds our author, 
can be plainer, than that an annual money compofition in perpetuity, made in the reign of 
“ King James IV. of Scotland, when fix pounds Scotifh money were equal to one pound 
“ fieri ing, muft now yield but one half to the receiver, when the proportion between the 
“ money of the two nations is as twelve to one.” 

In one of the eflays in Sir Robert Cotton’s Remains, as we have elfcwhcrc obferved, he long 
before this made a fimilar remark with refpeft to crown rents, fixed at a limited fnm in money, 
in old times, when a pound of filver by talc was equal to twelve ounces by weight. 

1602 “ During a fmall period of tranquillity in Scotland, King James endeavoured to civilize 
“ the Highlands and the ifles, a part of his dominions almoft totally ncglcftcd by former 
“ Monarchs, though the reformation of it was an objeft highly worthy of their care. Three 
“ towns, which might ferve as a retreat for the induftrious, and a nurfery for aits and com- 
“ mcrce, were appointed to be built in different parts of the Highlands ; one in Cantyre, an- 
“ other in Lochaber, and a third in the ifle of Lewes f and in order to draw inhabitants thi- 
“ ther, all the privileges of royal burghs were to be conferred upon t)irm. But that King’s 

attention being foon after turned to other* objefts, (the ficknefs and death of Queen Eliza- 
beth) wc hear no more of this falutary projeft.” Robertfon’s Hiftory of Scotland, vol. ii. 
“ p. 240, 241, 242. 

The RulHa at>d Turkey companies, in the year 1602, joined in fending out two ily>boats, 
of fixty and feventy tons, with thirty-five men, vhfiuaUed for eighteen months for the popular 
purpofe of finding a pai&ge to China and India, by the north-weft. Captain George Way- 
xnouth was commander in chief. He returned home in July, having gone no further north 
than the latitude of fixty-three degrees, thifty-five minutes. And the n^kh-weft, Fox fays, 
that he neither difcoveted nor named any thing more than Di[vi8 bad done in his three voy- 
ages, in i58jj-6-7, ncidicr went he fo far north. 

In the fiteteeath volume of the Foedera,’ p. 425, we have Q^ieen Elizabeth’s ex^fellent in- 
firuflions, in Engliih, in l^e year tfioa, to ihe Lord £wre, Sir John Herbert, and Dr. Dunn, 
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1602 her plenipotentiaries at Bremen; for treating with thofcof Denmark, concerning peace and 
commerce; viz. - ^ . 

“ I. Whereas there are certain treaties in the reigns of King Henry VII. and King Henry 
“ VIII. with the crQtrn Ci|!lrDerimark, whefoin certain places and ports in Denmark and 
“ Norway are affigned to our Engliih fubjefls, for the trade of filhery, habitation, and fuch- 
“ like, which our merchants at prefent are debarred the ufc of; you fhall omit the fpecial 
“ naming thereof, contenting yourfelvcs rather to obtain for our merchants a free trade and 
“ dealing in tlie King’s dominions, and every part thereof, in general terras : the intention 
“ of this treaty being to eftablHh good amity between us and our loving brother,” King 
Chrillian IV. “ for ever: as alfo fome good means of commercial* in tercourfc for our 
“ fubjcdls. 

“ II. And with refpeft to intercourfe, t.e. commercial correfpondence by treaty, you arc 
♦ to undcrftand. that our merchants ufe very little trade in the dominions of Denmark. 

Yet, in general terms, mention is to be made of kind intreating our lubjedls on both fides, 
“ with liberty to trade, paying the ordinary duties. 

“ III. For coming, going, and abiding; and (which moft imports our fubjedls) for the 
“ intcrcourfe of our merchants with the Eaft Countries through the pallage of the Sound ; as 
“ alfo of our merchants of Mufeovy by the Wardhuys ; and of the iifhing of Iceland and 
“ Wardhuys. ' . 

“ As to the paflage of the Sound, our merchants have long fince, by their humble fuppH- 
“ cations, declared unto us, that they are very much abufed there, as well by daily increafe of 
“ exafitions, as. by the uncertainties of tlie duties required, — with taking light occafions to flay 
“ them, — fearching their Ihips, and confifeating their goods. 

“ IV. You may further declare, t%at as'cuftoms are grounded upon acknowledgment of 
“ regality, — for proteftion,-— permiflion for coming in and out; — for maintaining deep bays 
“ and lights, — for repairing of ports, banks, &c. fo ufc they to be urged with fome propor- 
“ tion to the ground thereof, ever leaving means to the merchant-adventurer for recompcnce 
“ of his venture and travail; and that tolls, otherwife taken, are rather eftcemed wilful ex- 
“ aflions than due and juft cuftoros — And feeing, both by former treaties, and for fafety in 
“ that pallage,” the Sound, “ tolls rauft be paid, wherein, doubtlefs, you lhall find them 
. “ very ftrift,” the beft part of that King’s revenue arifing from fueb perquifites, “ we leave 
“ you to confer with the merchants, what may be wrought for their reafonable fatisfaflion. 

“ Firft, concerning the hundredth penny, it is againfl: all reafon, that it Ihould be otherwife 
“ rated than according to the valuation which appeareth by certificates from the magiflrates 
“ whence the goods came, and not in that place where he (hould be both judge and jury. 

** Secondly, It is a moft; unjuft thing, that the merchant lliouid be put to the proportion of 
entry of every particular in every pack, olberwife than by certificate as aforefaid. 

“ Thirdly, That in cale of concealments, the mixed goods be not confilcated, but only 
“ what is concealed, or fome double or treble value thereof ; for it ia a great violence, that 
“ merchants goods ihall be forfeited for mariners faults ; and it is contrary to two articles of 
“ the treaty of 1490. ’ 

“ Fourtltly, There rauft. alfo be a moderation of meafare of the lafts and the laft-geldt. 

“ Fifthly, For paflage of the company of Mufeovy^ there was a particular contra^ made, 
“ in the year 1583, at the hutnble fuit of the mertbaotef; whereunto, for the time, we gave 
“ our coilfent, with fome modification.” This was to pay a toll for our Kuflia company’s 
3 Ihips 
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*6oa fhips pafling by the North Capo to Archangel, that C6nipa«jf being* by conceffinn, ob%ed t* 
pay the King of Denmark one hundred rofc-noblcs yea|f?jr, for paffing the fea between Nor- 
way and Iceland in their voyages to Archangel j the prfettitibe ifor which was, that the Danilh 
court had loft qiw hundred times more than that film in 4 f the Sound, by the new na- 

vigation to Archangel, inftead of the old one to Narva, as is iet forth tu the letter from tlie 
Queen's plenipotentiaries to her privy council this fame year from Bremen, which it is uii- 
ntcelTary to exhibit in this place. Ibid. p. 478.- . 

“ But it is very unreafonablc fervility, to look for fuch a power over another monarch, in 
“ a fea of fuch dimenfions as is between his countries and Iceland, when it is well known, 

“ that none of our Ihips do ever come within light of land.* We,” adds the Queen, “ may 
“ as well impofc the like toll upon all fhips of his country that lhall pafs through any of ' our 
“ channels, or about our kingdoms. Concerning thefilhing at Wardhuys,” at the North 
* Cape, where, Vhe very fuinmer preceding*- the Danes had feized and confifeated the Ihips of 
Hull, forfilhing thertabout without a licence from them, “ and in the fcas of Iceland, — the 
“ law of nations does allow of filhing in the fea every where, as alfo for ufing the coafts and 
“ ports of potentates in amity for traftic, and for avoiding of danger frora.tcmpefts.” How 
dif^rent is this language from that of her next two fucceifor^, and of Seldcn’s Marc clanfum, 
&c. It is probable that Grotius, when he wrote his Mare liberum, had not feen thefe in- 
ftruftions and arguments, othcfwife he \vould have availed himfelf thereof in that work. 

“ Wheiefore, no licence ought to be inlifted on, as in old treaties, forfilhing, &c. on that 
“ coaft; for it cannot be admitted, that the property of the fea, at what diftance foever, is 
“ confequent to the banks, as it happeneth in fmall rivers, where the banks are proper to 
“ divers men; for then it would follow, that no fea were common, the banks on every fide 
“ being the property of one or other.” # 

To all which the Danilh King replied \n this fame year, in a letter to the Queen, by quoting 
the authorities of old treaties between England and Denmark, which Queen Elizabeth would 
not allow to be of any force in her days. That King, moreover, in his turn, complains to 
her of the depredations committed by certain Englilh Ihips on thofe of Denmark. Ibid. 
p. 441 to 446. 

Upon the whole, the Queen’s inftrufliohs arc fo extremely well penned, and the reafon- 
ings fo juft, for the non-obfervance of the obfolete reftridive treaties of old times, that, it is_^, 
humbly apprehended, they may even be found ufeful to minifters and ambafiadors of the pre- 
fent and future times in fimilar cafes, commercial and nautical. 

In the fame volume, p. 436, of the Fbedei^ Queen Elizabeth ilTued a proclamation, ” pro- 
« hikiting her fubjefts from pirating on the Ihip^ and merchandize of nations in alliance with 
her, under pretence of their belonging lo Spain and Portugal,” which proves the complaint 
of the King of Denmark no^to have been without ground, “ and for regulating die iale of 
-prizes, '&c.” 

Chavin,. from France, nowfails up the great river- of St. iawrence to Canada: but he made 
no fettlement there till the following year. , ; ; 

The plunlitj of £aft India pArtnet^ips of foaetlKS, .at tMs time fonoed in Holland, creat- 
ing much -difori^r antd difajgreement id that comtaeme, th^ States C^neral fummoned before 
them all the dire^pra of thofo companies, a>id obl%ed tbet(l,jlb unite, for the futuee, into one 
foie company; to which unitol company the ^^tatesgfahted by patent, or placard, the foie 
.commerce to the Eaft IndiesTbr twentyvone yearn, from the twemleth day of March, 1602 : 

and 
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i6oa and their now joint of 0x niilUoa fix hundred th(»t&nd (^ilder$, or 

about fix hundred thWand poaOdi fierling, which fum the Englilh tranilatioh of the French 
treatife, toaching the E|ft India trade, in the year 1664, makes equal to feven million nine 
hundred and twenty thoufand French lirrea, though in our days it would amount to n great 
deal more; whereupon, they fent out, in this fame year, a fleet of fourteen ihips for India, 
to very great advantage. TWa joint capital ^flodt was proportioned in the following maimer, 
viz. 

Amfterdam to have one half of the faid capital, and twenty direftors. 

Middleburg, one font th of it, and twelve ^reflors. 

Delft, Rotterdam, Enchuyfen, and Hoorn, each one fixteentfi part, and feven dire&ors ; 
making, in all, fixty direAors from all thole places. Or more minutely, by other ac- 
counts, f 

Guild, Stit’.Peu. 

Subfcribed by Amfterdam 3,687,038 6 8 

Middleburg 1,306,655 4 O 

Delft 470,96a 0 

Rotterdam 174,56a 10 o 

Hoorn 368,430 10 o 

Enchuyfen 541,562 10 o 


Total fnbfcribed 6,449,111 10 8 


Each of which places eleded a number of dtredors, fent out a number of Ihips, and receiv- 
ed returns, all proportioned to the fUms thus fubferibed ; and at each of thofe places there is 
an Eaft India Office, called their Chamber. 

In the fixteenth volume ^ Rymer’s Ftsdem, p. 448, we have a proclamation pf Q^en Eli- 
zabeth’s, in this fame year 1602, arifing from Aw unaccountable humour of that age, in fore- 
feeing dangers that have never yet happened, nor are ever like to happen, from an increafe of 
the fuburbs of the city of London, though at prelent much more confiderable than in her 
days : and all that can be laid foe her zeal herein, is, that the gteateft judgments are fometimes 
biafted by popular miftakes and clamour. The demmon obje&iott,**'that the head, (i.e. Lon- 
don) was beeome too large for the body, (1. «. Englaadj’^rft began to be made about this 
time, and has been frequently ftarted l^ce On various occafions, we apprehend without folid 
grounds, the increafe of buildings in London being purely the conlequence of an increafe of 
our general commerce.-*Fifd« alffi What we have remarked on Queen Elizabeth’s proclama> 
tion, 1580. 

In this proclamation, her Majefty dedates, ** That fore&eing the great and manifold in- 
** conveniencles and mtfehiefs which daily grow, and are likely more and ffiore to increafe 
“ unto the ftate of the city of London, iOd Ihe fsburbs and Confines thereof, by accefs and 
confluence of people to inhabit the fitme, not only by teafon that fnch multitudes could 
** hardly be governed by ordinary juftiee, to'fmoQodandobeyher Majefty, without con- 
** ftituting an addition of more officers, and 4 nHtpi>g of airthorities and jurifdiflionifbr that 
** puf^le : hot alfo, could hardly be ptovt^ Of fiiffientation of visual* food, and. other like 
** neceffiiries for man's relief, upon reafonable prices : and finally, for that foch great multi- 
" tudes of people inhabiting in fmali rooms, whereof many be very poor, and fuch as muft: 

"Tou II. D d « Uve 
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** live by begging or worfe ineaht ; and being hea|>ad uptl^etlNVt ai^ iit A fort fmo(iber(!l» 
*< with many lilies tfl cbildresn an^ Ibrvants in ofte hnnfe ot ftaall teaeOient, Itlmaft needs 
** follow, if any plagne, or ofher jinlverfal Hcknefs com« amonft litem, it wotftd prefently 
'* i^read thropgh ^'wbdle city and confinea, and alfo into all parts of the realnt.** 

^or remedy whereof, She commands aU manner of peribnt to defift and forbear from any 
• h^w binjtdiftgs of any honfe or tenement within three miles of any of the gates of London, 
“ —and only one family to inhabit one honfe.— And having, in the twenty-fecond year of 
“ her reign, pnbliihed certain nfefnl orders and decrees for enforcing her then proclamation, 
farther cono^rated by »& of Parliament in the djirty-fifth year of her reign, (fee the years 
t^So and 1593) " yet the tnifchief daily increaling, throti^ the negligence of magiftrates, 
** &c. — idle now farther commands the Lord Mayor of London, iec. faithfnlly to execute the 
« following articles, via.**— ^Articles 11. are the &me with thofe in the ftatute of the 

thirty-fiftb oP'tIds Qncen, already exhibited under the year 1393. 

** IIP. Such tenements as have been divided within thefe ten years in the forefaid limits, the 
** inmates to be avoided prefendy, if they have* 00 edate for life, lives, or years yet enduring •, 
and for fuch as haVe fuch eftate or term, then as the fame ihall end, the tenement to be re* 
** duced to the fbittier ftate. 

** IV. Ail fheds and ihops to be pulled d^wn that have been erefled within thcfc feven 
** years paft. 

‘‘ V. Emply houfes, ereftcd within feven years paft, fhall not be let to any, unlefs the owner 
fball be content that they be difpofed of for feme of,the^oor of the parilh that are dcftitutc 
** of heufet, at fnch rents as they ihall allow. 

VI. Buildings on new fbundsticms, which are not yet finidied, Bull be palled down.” 
With many other regulations, not material eaoogh i^r hs to tranferibe. 

The remarks fubjoined to the two former reftraints, in the years 1580 and 1593, we appre- 
hend to be fuificient for this alfo, to which therefore Ne re^ the reader. 

In this fixteenth volume of the Foedefa, p. 458, Ac. dre find, by letters from the Empe- 
ror Rodolph the Second, “ That the Hans-towns were now wilHng to enter into an amica- 
** ble treaty With Queen Elizabeth, to which,** he lays, ** be underftands the Queen not 
** to be averfe. And the Emperor appoints the .treaty to be held at Bremen, notwitli- 
Handing his own imperid mandate,' ht the year 1 597, with toe concurrence of the -Gcr- 
** man Diet, againft the monopolizing Company of t^ Engliih Merchant- Adventurers, who, 
in that year, refided at Staden, commanding tomn to depart toe empire in three months 
time.’* . 

But toe Queen and nation were now become too Wife to let toofe Uanfeatics rettim again to 
their old methods of commerce in England, which nohr interfered fo much with toe commerce 
of own people. 

/did. p. 494, after fonie iharp letters which paflbd between Qpeen Elizabdtb and King Cbrif- 
titm IV. of Denmark, concerning toe enal^hs and ^radatloni tdentionod under toe pre- 
ceding year, toey at length mutually agmed to fend “toelr pfenipotentiaries to Bremen, where 
toe Queen bad two treaties to manage at toe fame tdtaa^ tiiitdth^ of Which came to any {bing. 
She gave, befides, anorder toher pleni^tentiuiei, for ihodmihgi, in her name, between 
toe Count cf Eaft Fribiland and toe town of Entodeo, tim at dea^y variance feito their fo- 
vereign 
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So»nd» «nd no 4 faft liBft>«gdt fwing continued » that o«r Ruffia Ctmpmy ii^otUd continue to 
Iwythe(^himd«BdiOj(cflobtei the North $eifts t» Archangel ) aadalfo, 

thattbe£ngIi0i&oi)Uhot^«cFenoHic» llodand. norWardhays, arithoat a Uconce from 
Deiunadk. The Congte£t, therefore, as m^bt natutally he expe£ted> broke off. 

All which pretenfious, excepting, the toll in 'Ae Sound, are long fince wifely droj^ed by the 
Danilh court, as points equally unrealbnahle and impra^icable, t<> he infilled on, in later and 
mote enlightened times. 

After fixteen years fulpenfion of any attetnpts from England of colonizing in, or even of 
failing to America, occafioned by the former unfura^isfukaAd fatal endeavoursjaf Raleigh, &c. 
in the latter part of the kft century, Captwn Golhol, who waa an expert lailqr, and had been 
employed in thofe former defigns, did, in this year, make a vc^age towards the coafis of Vir- 
ginia, where he traded with the Indians for pdtry, fiifiafras, cedar>wood, Ac. an latitude for- 
ty-tvo, on the coaft of what is now called New England; but hitherto all the>>coafi; of North 
America, .from Florida northwards, as fiur as men knew, was, by the Englilh, called Virgi- 
nia, fo named by Sir Walter Raleigh. 0 » Martha's vineyard, an illand lb named by him, 
he fowed Englifit com, which ^e law come up kindly, and returned home, making a profper- 
ous voyage. . j 

For his credit k ought to be mlatifd, he was the firft Englilhman who found out the 
more northerly and Ihorter courfo to the coaR of North America, without failing, as bithcito, 
to the Weft Indies, and through the Oulph of Florida, which, befide the great compaft 
about, was alfo more dangerous, more elpecially in paifing that Gulph. And in the year fol- 
lowing, two Brtftol Ibips traded there, a> did alfo Captain Gilbert from London, with tlie 
Indians, and alfo with thofe of St. Lu^ Opntioka, Nevis, and St. Chriftopher illes, which 
were not yet fettled. 

In this laft year of Qbeen EUaabejth’t ohe more expedition was fet on foot agamft 
the coafts of Spain, where, with eight Of thit (^?een’« Ihips, and fome hired ones, commanded 
by Sir Richard Levifon and Sir William the Spanilh flota was unfuccelsfully attack- 

ed : yet they had better fuccefit in attacking a number of Ihips in the haven of Cezimbra, two 
of which they deftroyed, smd from thence carried home a rich carrack, worth a million of du- 
cats. Soon after, femn pf the ei^ fidps whidh had elcaped from Cezimbra were deftroyed 
near Dover by Sir Robert Manfet. 

1603 After innumerable diftraAioas, many rebellion|aiidiniiitToEli(ma, and much coafufion, the 
entire pacification of Ireknd was fhia year efie^ed, by the abfolute fubmilHon of the grand re- 
bel Tyrone to Qpeen ElgatbelR’s mercy, jpft at the nxjpir^ng of thatprincefa ; he not know- 
ing, (flffs Sir Jfanws Waw'a EliAory of that the <ipeen died fix days before hi; furren- 

A«r. During.Qpeen Ellmherii's (Rye Six John Davies) Ihc fent over more men, 
and fpent mom tmafiiret to fave fn# fedtfeo than all her progenitors fince the conqueft. 

At this groat death, (Ryi in h|l Naval Traas, p. age, fpcal - 

ing of rite merealf of trade and wem not abovefi^ur mecebaots Ihips in 

The death of lElhiahmh on tlie a4tb of Matth, 1603, 

(N. S.) lt,ii and aMb to *0 obfcrye how much apd how uni- 

wtrfidly Ihe Fae regretted by her d» %mre.%n|Krs. “ She was,” li^s Thuanus, 

Jfib. ** the muA aadh^pi^ wonum ever fwayetl a feeptre.” What mpr* 



212 AM KlSTORtCAZ. AMD CRROMOX.OOtCA L 1 »^S DHT C T :^ 0 M 

A. D. * - . A 

9603 immediately concerns ns in d>is work has been already fnffit^iMiy exhibhtd In |nft commen- 
dation of her, upon her acceffion to the crown. We ihaU only add, that in iiiece^^ing reigns, 
England's foreign commerce, navigation, and royal navy, a« Well as our hoi^ m^ufitAures, 
were confiderably increaied, as was alfo the eafe of the reft of Europe, yet to her we un- 
doubtedly are indebted for fo wifely laying the great and foiid foundation, upon which the fuc- 
ctedlpg fofi^rfti^^ure was- raffed. 

The acceftion of Scotland to the crown of England lias undoubtedly proved a great benefit to 
the latter, not Only as by fuch an event a moft dangerous back-door was fot ever Ihht againft 
France, or any other foreign enemy ; but likewife, as k has largely fuppUed England with 
ftdut and able men, both for the land and fea fervice, befides other benefits which it is unne- 
uefiary to lenumerate. But with regard to Scotland, King James’s accefiion wm undoubtedly 
detrimental to that people in many fefpefts. ' It carried away the court, their pincipal nobility 
and genti^, as Well as foreign minifters, aud many other ftrangers ; fo that the trading people 
were deprived of much money that ufcd to be fpent in that country.—It confiderably decreafed 
the dematid fprboth foreign and home commodities.— It alfo diminilhed the number of their 
people,’ and wereby created difeontent 5 all which,' however, were afterwards well made up to 
Scotland, by a commutiicatioh of the EngHlh trade and colonies, which was the refult ^of the 
more happy confotidating Union, in the year 1707. 

King James I.'having, at his accelfion to the crown of England, called in all his own Ihips 
of war, as well as our then numerous’ privateers, which tlie Englilh merchants, during 
Qpeen Elizabeth’s reign, had fo fuccefsfuUy employed againft Spain, and by whicli they had 
done infinite damage to the commerce of tiiat nation, he at once, by that means, put an end 
to the gallant warlike exploits of our people s declaring bimfelf to be at peace with all the 
world. That pacific difpofition In this King, fo often, and, perhaps, too truly termed pufil- 
lanimous, afforded, however a breathing time, and an undifturbed opportunity to our mer- 
cantile and colonizing adventurers, to' plant and gradually to improve the colonies of Virginia, 
New England, Bermudas, and Newfoundland ; "(if the laft, even at this day, may properly 
and defervedly'be termed a colony) as alfo to make a confiderable progrefs in the trade to the 
Eaft Indies. The royal navy was increafed, in bis reign, to almoft double the number of 
Qpeen EKzabeth’s own Ihips of war, viz. from thirteen to twenty-four men of war. The 
largeft of Qpeen Elizabeth’s foips at her' death, confiftedof one th<fofand tons, carrying .hut. 
ftiree hundred and forty mariners [and forty cannon, and the finalleft of fix hundred tons, 
carrying one hundred and fifty mariners and thirty cannon, befides iefier veffels, occafionally 
hired of private owners. 

TheS^ record in the Fcedera, vol. xvi. p. $ojJke. of this, King’s reign, for our purpofe, 
is his grant of the office of Keeper of the Weft Mircbes tOHfards Scotland, to George Earl of 
Cumberland, with a yearly felary pf fix hundred marl» for himfelf, and ten pounds for each 
of his two deputies ; moreover, five hundred marks tmhum as Watden of the Middle 
Inarches, and one hundred marks^eariy u GoVbmor of ’Cariifie,' with ten marks yearly for 
the pay of each of the twenty foldiere who wfejt the^gartifonof tba^olty. 

We have an account of more falaries. Viz, forty pounds yearly to Gilbert 

Primrofe, his principal furgetm, and forty With aU other enmlu- ^ 

ment% of both ftariom, “ as wejt of wax^candles of ourihottilbald, at of wine, ale, t6cc.” CTm ‘ 
de la Bougie m Court S^pitii Cemfl/», fcc.) Alfo, p. 514, to Dr. John 

Craigie, hisjiprioclpal'pEjliluao, ohe hundred pounds per annom, with the fapw emoluments. 

*' Alfo, 
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•603 AKb, p. sxi, in the &me fowr* ibil^ pounds yewrly to his spotfaeeaiy in ordinary, John 
Clavee, vith.fimUar emoluments. 

Alfo, p. 539,. the laid Gilbert Pcimrofe bad another falary of fifty marks, as fntgeon to the 
Prince of Wales : and Clavee had fifty pmtnds falary as apo^ecary to the Qpeen, the Prince, 
and other Children of the King. 

Laftly, Cibid. p. 537} Dr. Martin Schover had one hundred pounds falary, as phyliclan to 
the Queen. 

In this fame year 1603, King James iCued a proclamation for annulling feveral monopolies ; 
and at the opening of hit firft Parliament fpoke fhatply againft them, although afterwards he 
gave great encouragement to them. 

In this fame year 1603, and in the fame volume, p. 341, of fire Foedera, vn have an order 
of King James I. for all the allowances to his Lord High Chancellor, Egerton, now created 
Baron Ellefmore, viz. 

• £. s. d. 


I. For wages, diet, robes, and liveries for himfelf and the Mafters of onr 
Chancery, (as former Chancellors have had) per annum, the fum of 54a 15 O’ 

3. For his attendance in our Star Chamber, fifty pounds per annum for each 
term 300 o o 

3. Moie, per annum, 3PO o o 

4. For twelve tons of wine yearly, at five pounds per ton, 60 o o 

5. For wax, by virtue of his ofiice 16 o o 


Total, 1118 15 o 

According to Thuanus, lib. lag, King Henry IV. of France, in this year of peace and 
tranquillity to that kingdom, ikft fet about augmenting that nation’s {lock of wealth, by fur> 
ther encouraging all forts of manufaftures in general, but in a moft particular manner the filk 
qaanufafture. After that judicious author has given the hiftory of iilk being firft brought to 
Conftantinople by Juftinian, in the fixth century, and |hence to Sicily feveral centuries later, 
from whence it foon fpread all over Italy, and from thence next into Spain ; at length it got 
into France, where, in the reign of King Francis I. it profpered iii Touraine, and yet more 
in Provence, and at Lyons and Avignon, but could not fucceed further northward, as we have 
already obferved under the year 1589 and 1 399. 

“ That King,” fays Thuanus, “ faw that k was in Vain to prohibit the exportation of gold 
** and filvtr, unlefs thofe things were made and improved at home, the want of which had hi- 
“ tberto principally occafioned the Cud exportatioo.~That the wear of Iilk clpathing was, in 
*'■ bis time,' become fo common, mote efp^ially mnong the fair fex, that they defpifed the ufe 
“ of woollen, fo univerfally and frugally worn by their anceftors, and that hereby much mo- 
“ ney was fent out ^ the kingdom for tl>e pn^chafe of wrought lilk. Wherefore, the King 
** not only fet about file props^ting of the woifirs for the fpinning of raw filk, but, which was 
of greater benefit to the public, the manofi^mriog of the*£uae.- The lilkworms he got 
'* yearly from Spain, eonoeming the ]naQagemi;nt of'whtch he canfed books to be written in 
“ Fmnch, for the general inftruSion of his people. 

“ That King alfo procured workmen from Flanders for a tapeftry manufofture,' in which 
cmjntry it had long and greatly fitwirilhed. The manafafturc of fine earthen ware he intro- 
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1603 duccd alfo into France from the Netherlands. He revived the glafs-houfes which had been 
firft fet up in King Henry the Second’s time, in imitation of thofc at Venice.— He alfo efta- 
blilhed a linen raanufafturc. — That King’s magnificent improvements in his buildings, 
gardens, &c. were fuitable to his great genius. He alfo made rivers navigable, and his at- 
“ tempt to unite the Loire and the Seine, at a vaft cxpcncc, was very praife-worthy, though 
it was not crowned with fuccefs.” 

It was not till this year 1603, that the French began to fettle any where within the bay of 
St. Lawrence, in the country called Canada or New France, on the north fide of that great 
ver, near the place named Trois Rivieres, but they did not get fo high as Quebec till the year 
1608. They proceeded to fettle on the north fide only of that river, between Quebec and 
Montreal, till 1629, when Sir David Kirk reduced the whole to the obedience of Charles L 
of England. 

In this year ,1603, the Weekly Bill of Mortality at London began to be regularly kept as in 
our days ; yet many of thofe bills, in earlier times, have been loft. — And even the bills in 
their moft modern condition, afford us but an imperfeft conjefture of the magnitude of Lon- 
don, as comprehending only or moftly the chriftenings and burials of thofe of the eftabliflicd 
church, although the diflenters of all denominations be a numerous body of people. ^I'liofc 
alfo which arc buried in St. Paul’s Cathedral, in the Abbey-church at Weftminfter, in tlic 
Temple Church, the Rolls Chapel, Lincoln’s Inn Chapel, the Charter-houfe, tlie Tower of 
London, and fomc other parts, are faid to be entirely omitted* Before the laft plague of 1665, 
tlie yearly bills were much more frequently filled with that difeafe, than, to our comfort, tlicy 
have been fince ; owing, probably, to the open and mofc airy rebuilding of London after the 
great conflagration in 1666, and the greater plenty of fweet water. Poflibly our ftalcfmeii 
may chufc to have the magnitude of London remain undetermined, otherwife, how cafily 
could this defeft be remedied, by only a very few lines, by way of claufe, in any aft of Par- 
liament. 

Weftminfter and London,” fays James Howell, in his LondinopoHs, publilhcd in the 
year 1657, “ were once above a mile afunder ; but by infcnfible coalition and recruit of pco- 
pie, they caine at laft to be united. The Union with Scotland, in the year 1603, did not 
** a little conduce to make this union of London and Weftminfter; for the Scots greatly 
multiplying here, ncftled themfelvcs abopt the court ; fo that the Strand, from the inud 
'** walls and thatched houfes, acquired that perfeftion of buildings it now poflifles.” 

By an aft of Parliament of the firft year* of King James I. 1603, cap. xviii. againft the im- 
’portation of foreign corrupt hops, or of brewing with fuch, it appears, that there were then 
hops produced in abundance in England. It appears, however, by this aft, that they were not 
as yet in fuch great plenty as in our days, feeing it makes heavy complaints of the fophiftica- 
itioti of foreign Imps, in the facks of which were found great quantities of ftalks, powder, 
fand, ftraw, &c. for increafing their weight ; by means whereof,” fays tliis aft, “ the fub- 
jefts of this realm have been of late years abufed, &c. to the value of twenty thouiand 
pounds yearly, befide the danger of their healths.” 

In this fame firft year of King James I. the Houfc of Commons (ftatute xxxiii.) granted 
him for life a fubfidy of tonnage and poundage, for the guard of the feas, in fo abjeft a ftilc, 
(the words, * your Majefty’s poor Commons,’ being frequently repeated) and fo unworthy of 
the fpirit of frcc-born Engliftxmcn, that it is the Icfs to be wondered at, that his fon and fuc- 
^elTor made fo free with this fubfidy, without confulting his people. 

3 


The 
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1603 The tonnage duty was three fltiliings for every ton of wine, and one Ihilllng for an aume of 
Rhenifli wine. 

The poundage was one fttilling on every twenty Ihillings value of goods exported and im- 
ported, woollen cloths exported excepted j as alfo filh exported, taken by Englifh fubjefts. 

By this fame aftj they granted him one pound thirteen fliillings and four pence on every 
fack of wool exported ; and the fame for every two hundred and forty woolfels, to be paid by 
aliens ortly, who fliallalfo pay two fliillings for every twenty {hillings value of pewter exported 
by them. Yet, the following year. King James, by proclamation, prohibited the exportation of 
wool, which, indeed, 'it was now high time to do, our own mknufafture of it being become 
fo confidcrable, and fo much being fent into foreign parts, as to employ, or workup the great- 
eft part, if .not all, of our own wool at home. 

About this time, the Englilh Eaft India Company lirft fettled their faftory at Surat, iii the 
province of Cambaya', or Guzurate, and were foon followed thithet ” by the Dutch: and 
here, at iirft, the Portuguefe, (as in all other parts of India,) pretending to the foie and 
cxclufive commerce to fiidia, were very troubleforae to both Englifh and Dutch, by feiz- 
ing their fliips and merchandize, and murdering their people. Yet, in the end, both 
thole nations, but more cfpecially the Dutch, took a complete revenge on the Portuguefe 
in India. 

\V^c may, on this occafion, briefly remark the very great benefits which botli the cities and 
potentates of India have reaped from the coming of Europeans thither ; and more cfpecially 
the dominions of the Mogul, by the great increafe of his cuftoms, and of his towns and fea- 
ports. Even this famous town of Surat, though now the firft; port of the continent of India 
for maritime commerce, was little better than a village till that time, though fince containing 
above two hundred thoufand fouls. — The Europeans, moreover, have inftrufted the Eaft In- 
dians in many forts of manufadurcs, &c. and more particularly in the building of better and 
fafer fhips. * 

l ire Portuguefe in India had been in pofleflion of the coafts of the famous ifle of Ceylon, 
as we have related, ever {ince the year 1505, when they erefted their firft fort at Columbo, 
where the beft cinnamon on earth grows. Zoarcs, the Portuguefe General, obliged the Em- 
peror, or King of Ceylon, to agree to an annual tribute, to be paid to Emanuel, King of Por- 
tugal, of one hundred and twenty-four thoufand pound,? weight of cinnamon, twelve rings fet 
with raoft precious ftones, and fix elephants, (according to Baldaeus’s account, who was a 
Dutch preacher at Ceylon, from his original copy, printed at Amftcrdam, in 1672, and pub- 
lifhcd in the third volume of Churchill’s Colleftion of Voyages, p. 573) as, on the other 
hand, the Portuguefe were thereby bound to aflift that Emperor (as they called him fometimes, 
though at other times they called him only King of Candy, frona the place of his ufual refi- 
dence) againft all his enemies. But the Moors fettled in Ceylon, being jealous of the Portu- 
guefe, began to influence that Emperor againft tliem, fo that peace and friendfhip were inter- 
rupted ; ncverthelefs, the Portuguefe, in fpitc of all oppofition, continued at length to fortify 
therafclves quite round that extenfive ifland. The Hollanders, however, doomed to be the 
perpetual fcourge of the Portuguefe in Trtdia, firft landed here in the year 1603, and went to 
Candy, the capital of that ifle, to wait on thcEmpe'ror, for^the purpofe of contradtingafriend- 
fliip^vith him, which greatly excited the jcaloufy of the Portuguefe ; though they were not fo 
foon fupplanted as their fears fuggefted. 

Theit 
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1603 Their Eaft India Company fent out this year twelve Ihips, which, however, mifearried in 
attempting Mozambique and Goa ; yet they took fevcral Portuguefe fhips. — They alfo drove 
the Portuguefe from Amboyna and Tidore in the Moluccas. This year their Company di- 
vided fifteen per cent, on their capital of fix million four hundred and fifty nine thoufajid eight 
hundred and forty-one guilders. 

* At this time, Sir Walter Raleigh laid before King James a fmall clfay in manufeript, entitled, 
** Obferv^ions concerning the Trade and Commerce of England with the Dutch and other 
foreign Nations,” but being not much regarded at that time, he got it once more laid before 
that Prince a little before his execution, probably in hopes of pardon. Its principal objeft 
w’^as to demonfiratc the foundation of the five following propofitions, or how many ways Eng- 
land fupincly fufFered other nations, who had little or no means or materials of their own to 
work upon, to carry away the trade of the world. 

As, “ I. That foreigners,” (he meant principally the Hollanders) “ by the privileges they 
allowed to firangers, drew multitudes of merchants to live amongfl: them, and thereby cii- 
“ riched tlicmfelvcs. 

II. By tlieir ftorchonfes or magazines of all foreign commodities, w^herewith, upon every 
‘‘ occafion of fcarcity, they arc enabled to fupply other countries, even thofe ffom whom they 
“ brought thofe very commodities. 

III. By the lownefs of the cullonis of thofe foreign nations,” — here he ftill means the 
Dutch. 

“ IV. By the ftriifture or roominefs of their Ihipping, holding much merchandize, though 
“ failing with fewer bands than our fliips could ; thereby carrying their goods much clicaper 
to and from foreign parts than England can ; wdicreby the Dutch gain all the foreign 
“ freight, whilft our own Blips lie ftill and decay, or clfe go to Ncw^caftle for coals. 

Their prodigious fifticry, of which they make fuch vaft returns yearly.” 

After thefe five propofitions,. he goes on to remark on the freedom from cuftom, allowed by 
the Dutch for any newly-ercftcd trade. — That even in France all nations may freely buy and 
fell, there being free of cuftom outwards twice or thrice in the year. — That at Rochelle, and 
in Britany, there is free cuftom all the year round; — and alfo in Denmark, excepting hc- 
tweeu Bartholomew-tide and Michaelmas. — That the Hans-towns imitate the Dutch in the 
‘‘ faid wife regulations, whereby they alfo abound in riches and all manner of mcrchandizx, 
have plenty of money, and are ftrong in (hipping and mariners, fome of their towns having 
** near one thoufand fail of fliips. 

“ That the Dutch and other petty ftates do engroli the tranfportation of the merchandize of 
‘‘ Fiance, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, and the Eaft and Weft India; all which they 
‘‘ carry to Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and other northern parts, and bring back the bulky 
commodities of thofe northern regions into the faid fouthern countries. Yet is England bet- 
ter fituated than Holland for a general ftorchoufc as aforefaid.~No fooner docs a dearth hap- 
pen of wine, fifh, corn, &c. in England, than/orthwith the Embdeners, Ilamburglicrs, 
‘‘ and Hollanders, out of their ftoreboufes, lade fifty or one hundred Blips or more, difperfing 
. ** themfelves round about this kingdom, and carrying away great ftore of coin and v/ealtli, — 
“ tlius cutting down our merchants, and decaying our navigation, not with their natural com- 
modities, but with thofe of other countries. f 

“ Amftcrdam is never without feven hundred thoufand quarters of corn, befidc what they 
daily vent, though none of it be of the growth of their country ; and a dearth of /)nly one 

year, 
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1603 ‘‘ year, in England, 'France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, fee. is juftly obferved to enrich Hoi- 
** land for feven years after.~In the laft dearth fix years ago in England, the Ilambnrghers, 
Embdeners, and Hollanders fupplied this kingdom from their ilorchoufes ; and, in a year 
and an half, carried away from the three ports of Southampton, Exeter, jind Briftol, alone, 
‘‘ near two hundred tlioufand pounds, and from other parts of this kingdom, more particular- 
ly including London, it cannot be fo little as two millions of pounds more, to the great de- 
“ cay of your kingdom, and impovcrilhing of your people, diferedit and difhonour to the 
merchants, and to the land. 

“ They,” c, the Dutch, &c. ‘‘ have a continual trade into this kingdom with five luin- 
died or fix hundred Ihips yearly with merchandi:^.e of other countries, ftoring them up here, 
“ until the price rife to their minds ; and we trade not with fifty fliips into their country in a 
year.’^ 

He goes on to obferve very truly, ‘‘ That unlefs there be a fcarcity, or high prices, all 
“ merchants avoid the parts where great impofitions are on merchandize ; which places arc 
“ ufually flendcily fliipped, ill ferved, and at dear rates, often in fcarcity, and in want of em- 
ployment for their people. — Whereas, the low duties of the wife ftates above-named draw 
“ all traffic unto them, and the great liberty allowed to llrangcrs makes a continual mart. — So 
“ that, whatever excifes, &c. they may lay upon the common people, they arc furc ever to 
“ cafe, uphold, and maintain the merchants by all pofiible means, thereby to draw the wealth 
“ and firength of Chrifiendom to themfelvcs. And although the duties be but fmall, yet the 
vaft exports and imports do greatly incrcafc their revenues ; which vail commerce enables 
the common people not only to bear the burden of the excifes and impofitions laid on them, 
but alfo to grow rich. 

In former ages, the city of Genoa, as appears by their ancient records and fumptuous 
buildings, had a vaflly extended commerce, whither all nations traded, being the llorchoufc 
“ for all Italy and other parts. But after they laid fo great a culloni as fixtecii per cent, all 
nations left trading with them, which made them give themfelvcs wholly to ufury ; and at 
“ this day we have not three Ihips go thither in a year. 

On the other fide, the Duke of Florence having, at Leghorn, laid fmall cuiloms on 
merchandize, and granted them great privileges; he has thereby made it a rich and Itrong 
city, and his Hate flourifliing,” 

Kext, Raleigh comes to his favourite point, the filbery* The greateft fifiiing that ever 
was known in the world is upon the coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland; but the 
great filhery is in the Low Countries and other petty Hates, wherewith they ferve them- 
feivcs and all Chriftendom. 

“ I. Into four towns in tlic Baltic, viz. Koninglberg, Elbing, Stetin, 

“ and Dantzick, there arc carried and vended in a year between thirty and 
** forty thoufand lafts of herrings, which, being fold but at fifteen or fix- 
“ teen pounds the laft, is about fix hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, £, s. d, 
and we fend none thither, — — — 620,000 o o 

^ ** II. To Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and the ports of Riga, Revel, 

Narva, and other parts of Livonia, &c. there are carried and vended above 

temthoufand lafts of herrings, worth — — — 170,000 o o 

And we fend none at all to thofc countries. 


E c 
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Carried over 790,000 o o 

“ III. The 
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d. 

Brought over 

790,000 0 

0 

III. The Hollanders fend into Ruflia near one thoufand five hundred 
lafts of herrings, fold at about thirty Ihillings per barrel, is — 

27,000 0 

0 


“ And wc lent thither about twenty or thirty lafts. 

• IV, I’o Staden, Hamburgh, Bremen, and Embden arc carried and 
vcndecTof lllh and herrings about fix tliouland lafts, fold at about fifteen 
or fixteen pounds per laft, — ~ — 100,000 o o 

And we none at all. 

V, To Cleves and Juliers, up the Rhine to Cologne and Franckfort 
“ ontlie Maine, and fo over all Germany, are carried and vended, of fifh 
and herrings, near twenty-two thoufand lafts, fold at twenty pounds per 
“ laft, is ' • — — — — — 440,000 o o 

“ And we none. 

“ VI. Up the river Meufe to Macftrecht, Liege, &c. and to Vcnioo, 

“ Zutphen, Deventer, Campen, Swell, he. about feven thoufand lafts of 
“ herrings, at twenty pounds per laft, Is — — — 140,000 o o 

“ And we none at all. 

‘‘ VII. To Guelderland, Artois, Hainault, Brabant, FlanJcr;, Ant- 
werp, and up the Scheld, all over the Archduke’s countries, arc carried 
“ and vended between eight and nine thoufand lafts, at eighteen pounds 
‘‘ per laft, is — — ~ — — — 162,000 o c> 

“ And we none. 

VIII. The Hollanders and others carried off all forts of herrings to 
Rouen alone, in one year, (befidcs all other parts of France) five thou- 
fand lafts, is — — — — — ]GC,coo o o 

And we not one hundred lafts ^ — 

Total fterling money £. i>7S9»ooo o o 

Over and above thefe, there is a great quantity of fifli vended to the Streights. — Surely, 
“ the ftream is neceftary to be turned to the good of this kingdom, to whofc fca coafts alcme 
“ God has fent thefe great blefiings and immenfe riches for us to take. — And that any nation 
“ Ihould carry away out of this kingdom yearly great mafles of money for fifh taken in our 
‘‘ feas, and fold again by them to us, muft needs be a great dilhonour to our nation, and 
“ hindrance to this realm.” 

This account of the magnitude of the Dutch fifhery was quoted fixty years after this, by 
the grand Penfionary De Witt, in his intereft of Holland, as believing Raleigh had been at 
great pains to inform himfelf thereof; which, coming from fo great an author, authenticates 
the other parts of this reprefentation. 

Raleigh goes on to other branches of the Dutch commerce, viz. “ That although the 
“ abundance of corn grows in the Eaft Countries, i.e. Poland, Livonia, &c. “ yet the great 
ftorehoufes for grain, to ferve Chriftendom, &c. in time of deartli, is in the Low Cfoun- 
tries i” of which enough has already been related. ^ 

“ The mighty ftore of wines and fait is in France and Spain ; but the great vintage, and 
“ ftaple of fait, are in the Low Countries ; and they fend near one thoufand fail of Ihips 

^ “ yeaily 
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yearly into the Eaft Countries with fait and wine only, befide what they feud to other 
places ; and we not one lliip in that way. 

“ The exceeding great groves of wood are in the eaft kingdoms,’^ /. c. chiefly within the 
Baltic, “ but the large piles of wainfeot, clapboard, fir, deal, niafts, and other timber, arc in 
“ the Low Countries, where none groweth, wherewith they ferve thcnifelves and other parts, 
“ and this kingdom ; and they have five or fix hundred great long (hips continually ufing that 
trade, and we none at all. 

The wool, cloth, lead, tin, and divers other commodities, arc in England; but, by means 
of our wool, and of our cloth going out rough, undreffed, and undyed, there is an cxceed- 
‘‘ ing manufaftory and drapery in the Low Countries, vrherewith they ferve thcmfelvcs and 
other nations, and greatly advance the employment of their people at home, and traffic 
“ abroad, and in proportion fupprefs ours. 

‘‘ We fend into the Eaft Countries yearly but one hundred fhips, ^and our trade chiefly 
depends on three towns there, viz, Elbing, Koninglberg, and Dantzick ; but the Low 
Countries fend thither about three thoufand fl^ips, trading into every city and port town, 
‘‘ vending their commodities to exceeding profit, and lading their Ihips with plenty of their 
“ commodities, which they have twenty per cent cheaper than we, by reafon of the difference 
of the coin; and their fifli yields ready money. They,’’ the Hollanders, “ fend into I'raiicc, 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy about two thoufand Ihips yearly wnth thofc Eaft Country com- 
‘‘ modities, and we none in that courfe. 

'I'hcy trade into all cities and port towns of France, and we chiefly to five or fix, 

‘‘ The Low Countries,” continues Raleigh, “ have as many Ihips and vcffcls as eleven 
‘‘ kingdoms of Chrlftendom have, let England be one. They build every year near one thou- 
fand fliips, although all their native commodities do not require one hundred fhips to carry 
them away at once. Yet although we have all things of our own in abundance for the iii« 
creafe of traffic, timber to build Ihips, and commodities of our own to lade about one thou- 
fand fliips and vefTcls at oneb, (befide the great fifhing) and as faft as they make their voyages 
might reladc again; yet our fliips and mariners decline, and traffic and merchants daily 
decay. 

“ For fcvciity years together we had a great trade to Ruflia,” there was a trade with Ruffia, 
by the way of Narva, long before the voyage round the North Cape Avas difeovered, “ and 
even about fourteen years ago we fent ftorc of goodly fliips thither ; but three years paft vve 
‘‘ fent out four thither, and laft year but two or three fliips ; — whereas, the Hollanders are 
now increafed to about thirty or forty fhips, each as large as two of ours, chiefly laden 
“ with Englifh cloth, herrings taken in our fcas, Englifli lead, and pewter made of our tin, 
befide other commodities ; all which we may do better than they. And although it,” Ruflia, 
“ be a cheap country, and the trade very gainful, yet we have almoft brought it to nought by 
“ difordcrly trading. So Hkevvife we iifcd to have eight or nine great fliips go continually a 
“ fifhing to Wardliuys, and this year but one. 

God hath Weft your Majefty with copper, lead, iron, tin, alum, copperas, fafFron, fells,” 
i, c, fkins, “ and many more native commodities, to the number of about one liundrcd ; and 
other manufadures vendible, to the number of about one thoufand; befide corn, whereof 
‘‘ grett quantities of beer are made, and nioftly tranlportcd by ftrangers; as altb wool and 
coals. 

E e ?. Troii 
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1603 “ Iron ordnance, a jewel of great value, far more than it is accounted, by rcafon tiiat no 

“ other country but England could ever attain unto it, although they had attempted it with 

great charge.” 

Raleigh, moreover, tells the King, .That there were about eighty thoufand undreflred"and 
unclyed cloths annually exported from England; whereby four hundred thoufand pounds 
per anrwm, for lifty-five years pall, (being above twenty millions) has been loft to the na- 
‘‘ tion, which fum, had the faid cloths been drelTed and dyed at home, would have been gain- 
‘‘ cd, befide the further enlarging of traffic, by importing materials for dying, and the incrcafe 
of cuftoms thereon. Moreover, there have been annually exported in that time, in bayes, 
northern and Dcvonfliire kerlics, all white, about fifty thoufand cloths, counting three kcr- 
Ties to one cloth ; whereby five millions more have been loft for want of dying and dreffing. 

Our bayes are fent white to Amftcrdani, and there drefled, dyed, and Ihippcd for Spain, 
Portugal, where they arc fold by the name of Flcmifti bayes ; fo we lofc the very name 
“ of our home-bred commodities.” All this, from fo able a perfon as Raleigh, might 
probably have fet Alderman Cockayne, five years after, on his uniuccefsful projc£t for dying 
and dreffing our cloths before exportation. 

Speaking again of the filhery, he after ts, ‘‘ That the great fca bnftncfs of fiftiing employs 
“ near twenty thoufand Ihips and vcfTels, and four hundred thoufand people yeailv, ujion the 
“ coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with fix ty fliips of war, which may prove dan- 
“ gcrous. The Hollanders alone have about three thouftind fliips to fifli with, and fifty ihou- 
“ fancl men are employed yearly by them on your Majefly’s coafts aforefaid ; wliich three 
thoufand fliips do employ near nine thouland other fliips and vcffcls, and one hundred and 
‘‘ fifty thoufand perfons more, by fea and land, to make provifion, to drefs and tranfport the 
filli they take, and return commodities, whereby they arc enabled yearly to build one thou- 
fand fliips and veflTcls. 

“ King Henry VII. defiring to make his kingdom powerful and rich by an increafe of 
fliips and mariners, and for the employment of his people, moved his fca ports to fet up 
the great and rich fifliery, promifing them needful privileges, and to furnifti them with 
“ loans of money ; yet his people were flack. That by only twenty fifliing bulTes, placed at 
“ one fca coaft town, where no fliip was before, there muft be to carry, re-carry, tranfport, 
and make provifion for one bufs, three fliips. Likewife every fhip fetting on work thirty 
fevcral trades. Thus ihofe twenty buftes fet on work near eight thoufand perfons by fca 
and land, and caufe an increafe of near one thoufand mariners, and a fleet of eighty fail of 
fliips in one town, where none were before.” With how ample a fund did this great man 
fupply us for commercial hiftory, for the times he wrote in; and who, but — fuch a King, 
would havefirft imprifoned him for many years, and at length deprived him of a life fo well 
fpent in his country’s fcrvicc ? 

In the conclufion, hefiroiigly recommends what he calls a State-merchant, from which he 
promifes a great increafe of commerce, manufafturcs, fliipping, and riches ; yet, as far as ap- 
pears from his general account of it, it feems to be no more, than for the King to give him 
leave to name a number of commiffioners, to be vefted by his Majefty with authority to take 
examinations upon oath, and in other refpefts to regulate commerce to the beft advantage ; 

which fcheme feems much the fame with the Board of Trade and Plantations crc^Slcd in the 
year 1696. 


With 
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1603 With regard to this whole excellent eflay of his on commerce, it was a maftcrly one for the 
time in which it was written ; yet he is fometimes miftaken : for inftance, his opinion of rail- 
ing the nominal value of our coin above its intrinfic value, or, in other words, above tho 
price of bullion in other nations, which he thinks would be a means to keep our coin to our- 
fclves ; feeing it is now, in our days, clearly underftood, that it is only the real quantity of 
pure bullion which foreign nations will regard in our coins, and will deal with us accordingly. 
Yet in this point Raleigh may be excufed, wdien fo lately as the years 1695 and 1696, wlicn 
the filvcr coins were fo lhamefully impaired as to require a general rc-coinage, an otherwife 
able and diligent fecrctary of the treafury fell into the like miflake, as will be related in its 
place. 

His theory is good, in refpeft of the great advantages accruing to the public, by the dying 
and fully dreffing of all our cloths before exportation; neverthelefs, we fliall fee that Alder- 
man Cockayne’s patent for tliat end, in the year 1615, proved unfuccefsful, although thole 
arts have lince been gained by ns gradually, and without force, which a compulfory law in 
King I Hines the Firh’s icign could not effciJi. King James’s attempt alfo, in the year 1623, 
for crcftii\g granaries of corn, in imitation of Holland, proved abortive. The fiihcry is much 
altered fmee Raleigh’s time : people, even in Popilh countries, are become more delicate in 
their palates, and lefs fond of a fait filh diet; yet it mull be allowed, that there is ftill a great 
demand for filted filli in many countries. 

Upon the whole, although fomc part of this eflay may poflibly lie under the cenfure of ex- 
aggeration, yet its hiftoiical and critical remarks render it very deferving of a place in this 
commercial hiflory. 

Befide the ciUihlilhment of a company of Mines Royal, defied in 1563, and another for Mi- 
neral and Battery Works, in the year 1,5^8, King James I. in this firll year of his reign, in- 
corporated with the Earl of Pembroke and others, for the better continuing the corporation of 
the Society of Mineral and Battery Works, of the tenth of Qiiccn Elizabeth, 1568 ; yet not- 
withflanding the afls of the tenth and thirty-ninth of Elizabeth, and fevcral grants of King 
James and of King Charles 1 . and 11 , with prohibitions of foreign iron wire and wool cards ; 
and that, in 1668, the company of Mines Royal were united to that of the Mineral and Bat- 
tery Works, of which Prince Rupert and the Earl of Shaftlbury were then defied governors ; 
two afls of Parliament, neverthelefs, in the years 1689 and 1693, declared no mines to be 
Royal, cither of copper, tin, iron, or lead, even though gold and filver fliould be extracted 
therefrom ; provided, however, that the crown may have the pre-emption of thofc metals, 
paying for copper ore fixteen pounds per ton, tin two pounds per ton, iron two pounds," and 
lead nine pounds per ton. Thefe afls greatly difeouraged the above-named focictics, and gave 
rife to the Mine Adventurers Company, which is funk alfo into a very languiihing condition 
in our days. 

Things relating to eatables and drinkables were generally ftill above twice as cheap as in our 
days. By a llatute of the firft year of King James Leap. ix. “ no vifhiallcr fliall fell lefs 
“ than one full ale quart of the beft beer or ale for one penny, and two quarts of the fmaller 
“ fort for one penny.” 

By another llatute of this year, cap. xxv. when wheat is not above one pound fix fliillings 
“ aijd eight-pence per quarter, rye, peas, and beans fifteen fliiiliiigs, and barley and malt 
“ fourteen Ihillings per quarter, they may be exported in Englifh fhips, paying cullom two 
‘‘ flfillings per quarter for wheat, and one flrilling and four-pence for the other kinds.’' 

N. B, In 
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IV. of Fiance and King James I. of Great Britain, chiefly for the defence of the United Nc- 
ihcrlands againft Spain, there is nothing particular relating to commercial matters. VoL ii. 
p, 128 and 131, of the Collcflion of Treaties, printed in 1732. 

1604 Thuanus, in lib. cxxxi. acquaints ns, “ that an affeinbly of Hanfcatic deputies now ap- 
pointed a folcmn embafly to foreign nations, for the renewal of their mercantile privileges ; 

‘‘ it was fh the name of the cities of Lubcck, Dantzick, Cologne, Hamburgh, and Bremen. 

They flrft addrefled King James of Great Britain, who, becaufe they brought no letters 
‘‘ from the Emperor, foon difniiflcd them.” 

In a letter of Sir 'Fhomas Edmonds to Sir Ralph Winwood, that King’s RTiniftcr in Hol- 
land, printed in the fccond volume of his (Winwood’s) Memoirs, we have the Privy Coun- 
cil’s final anfwer to thofc deputies of the Hans-towiis, viz. 

“ That as tlieir privileges were heretofore adjudged to be forfeited, and thereupon rcfunicd 
by the King’s prcdeceflbrs, in refpeft of the breach of condition on tlieir part, fo it can no 
‘‘ way Hand with the good of the ftatc, to reftore them again to the faid privileges. And wiiii 
‘‘ this anfwer they departed nothing contented.” 

The Hanfeatics went from thence to the court of France, where they met with abundancj^ 
of good words, but nothing clfe ; and then they went to the court of Spain, where, j)iobai)lv 
for the Emperor's fake, they had fonii^pcccfs. 

King James I, having, as has bcciv^latcd, determined to make peace with all nations, w/ 
find, in the fixteenth volume, p. 579, of the Fa:'dera, a treaty fet on foot at London betwct:. 
his Minifters and thofc of King Philip III. of Spain, and of the Archduke, Allxn t, and tli-: 
Archduchefs, Ifabclla Clara Eugenia, for the Netherlands. What was then concluded alai- 
ing to commerce is in fubllance, viz. 

“ I. All Ihips of war, and letters of marque and rcprifals, to be called in on botli 

11 . King James’s garrifons in the cautionary towns fliall not fiippJy the Hollanders w iih 
any military ftorcs, nor any other afllflance whatever, during their revolt from Spain. 

“ III. There lhall be a free and uninterrupted commerce between the dominions of l)0ili 
“ parties, as it was before the late wars, and as agreeable to former treaties of commerce ; with 
‘‘ free accefs to each others ports, fo, however, that no number exceeding lix of war 
“ Iliall enter into any port on either fide, without previous leave. 

“ IV. The merchandize of England, Scotland, and Ireland may be freely imported in:o 
the Spanilh dominions, without being obliged to pay the new impoft of thirty per cent, and 
“ fliall pay none but the old duties. 

V. With rcfpcfk to the merchandize which King James’s fubjcfls fliall buy in Spain, 
they fliall likewife be exempted from the faid new impoft of thirty pounds per cent, provid- 
cd they bring away the faid merchandize in their own fhipping, and unlade them either in 
the Britifti dominions or in tlie Spanifli Netherlands; l)ut they fliall not carry them any 

** where clfc, without paying the faid new impoft, iinlefs it be to France, after Spain fiuill 
have adjiifted her dilFerciiccs with that crowm. 

VI. There fhall be no interruption of merchants commerce in either country, on ac- 

‘‘ count of difference in religion. • 

VII. The effefts of perfons dying in either country fliall be carefully kept for their cxc- 
^ cutops or admiaiftrators. , 
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1O04 ‘‘ VIII. Six months time allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for merchants in either country ta 

“ remove their cffcfls. 

“ IX. 'rhe Ihips of neither contrafting paiTy flrall be detained in the ports of the other 
‘‘ country, nor be made ufc of for war, without their refpeftive fovereign’s confent.’^ In the 
fecond volume, p. 131 to 146, of the ColieSion of Treaties, in four volumes, oflavo, pub- 
lilhcd in the year 1732, there is a treaty with exaftly the fame title, confilling of thirty-iix 
articles, of which this taken from the Foedera is the fubilance. 

Uf)on concluding this treaty. King James, in this fame year, incorporated a company of 
merchants for an cxclufive trade to Spain and Portugal ; but this monopoly being found to 
be very prejudicial to commerce, it was, in the •following year, fo ftrongly rcmonlliatcd a- 
gainft by the Houfc of Commons, that tlie patent was revoked, and the trade to thofe coun- 
tries left free to all, as before, by an a£t of Parliament of the third year of King James, 
cap. vi. 

In the fixtccntli volume, p. 582, of the Foedera, we find a licence and proteflion from King 
James 1. “ to Sir Edward Michclbornc and his aflbeiates, to go with their fhips on the diico- 
“ very of Cathaia, China, Japan, Corea, and Cambaya, and the illes thereto belonging, and 
to trade with the faid countries and people, not as yet frequented and traded unto by any 
“ of our fubjefts or people, without interruption*; any reftraint, grant, or charter to the con- 
“ trai y nolwithftanding.” I'his licence was probably well paid for to a King always profufe, 
and ever nccclhtous, fince it is dircif ly contradiftory to the following claufc in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s charter of incorporation to the Eaft India Company, in the year 1600, viz. ** None of 
‘‘ the Qiiccn’s fubjeds but the Company, their fervants or aliigns, fliall refort to India, w ith- 
“ out being licenfed l)y the Company, upon pain of forfeiting ihips, cargoes, Yet he 

and Captain John Davis went, in this year, wnth one flaip and a pinnace to Bantam ; but, ac- 
cording to PurchaS; pci formed nothing memorable. 

The Englilh Eall India CompaFiy fent out their fecond voyage thither in this fame year 
1604, with four ihips, under Sir Henry Middleton. At Bantam he laded two fliips with pep- 
per, going with the other two to the iilcs of Banda, famous for ilje trade of nutmeg and mace. 
At Amboyna, fo eminent for cloves, he laded a good quantity ; there he found the Dutch at 
war with the Portuguefe about the fovereignty of that important ifle. In their return home- 
ward, one of their Ihips was loft, but the other three got fafe home, in the year 1606. 

In the fame fixteenth volume of the Ftodcra, p. 601, we meet with the following record,, 
wliich, like many others, fhews the very great difference between thole and the preferit times 
and fcalbus. Its title is, Commijfio pro TobaccOy wherein King James lets forth, ‘‘ That where- 
“ as, tobacco being a drug of late years found out, and brought from foreign parts in fmall 
quantities, was taken and ufed by the better fort, both then and now only as phyfic, to 
preferve health ; but it is now, at this day, through evil cuilom and the toleration thereof, 
cxccffivciy taken by a number of riotous and dlfordcrly perfons of mean and bafe condition, 
who do fpend moft of their time in that idle vanity, to the evil example and corrupting of 
others, and alfo do coiifumc the wages which many of them get by their labour, not caring 
at what price they buy that drug. — By which immoderate taking of tobacco the health of a 
great number of our people is impaired, and their bodies weakened and made unfit for 
“ lal^ur. — Bciiclcs, that alfo a great part of the treafure of our land is fpent and cxhaullcd by 
thii only drug, fo liccntioufly abufed by the meaner fort. All which enormous inconve- 
“ niciicics we do well perceive to proceed principally from the great quantity of tobacco daily 

• brought 
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l6o;|. brought into this our realm, which cxcefs miglit, in great part, be rcftrainctl hy fomc good 
“ impofitioii to be laid on it. — Wherefore, we command you our treafurer of England, to 
order all cuflomers, comptrollers, fearchers, furveyors, he, of our ports, that, from the 
tvventy-lixth ofOdlobcr next, they ll'iall demand and take for our ufe, of all merchants, as 
well Englilh as Grangers, and of all others who fliall bring in any tobacco, the fum of fi>: 
lliillinjjs and eight-pence on every pound weight thereof, over and above the cuftom of two- 
pence upon the pound weight ufually paid before,^’ he . — As this King, as well as liis fon 
and fucceflbr, had a mortal hatred to tobacco, and as it was, moreover, all brought from 
the Spanifh Weft. Indies, it is no wonder he laid a tax on it equal to a prohibition, had it been 
legally impofed and ftriftly executed. He then little apprehended, that, in procefs of time, the 
tax on tobacco of his own colonics would yield a very confidcrable Iharc of the public revenue. 
We may add, what is obvious to all, that he had no right to lay ©n fuch a duty without il)e 
con font of Parlfament. 

In the fame volume of the Foedcra, p. 605, we have this King's proclamation for reforma- 
tion of the coin, and for coining new money, upon the late union of the kingdoms ; (ns he 
alFe£lcd to term it) and on his new broad pieces of gold he caufed to be cut the following 
words, viz. Hv^^rlcus rofas, regna ^Jacohus.^ i. c. King Henry V II. united the red and white 
rofes, but King James I. united the j^ingdoms, though it was nothing but an union of the 
crowns, behaving, in this year 1604, aflfumed the ftilc of King of Great Jhitain, inftcad of 
King of England, Scotland, &c. by a foiemn declaration inferted in this fame volume of the 
Foedcra. Yet fuch was his inftability, that, even after this time, we find many deeds, both 
in this and the next volume of that noble collcflion, with the laft-named ftilc and title of 
King of England, Scotland, he. 

In this fame record King James obferves, That, at his firft coming into England the 
preceding year, the Scotifti gold coin, called a fix pound piece, was current in England for 
ten fhillings of filver.” Which is a confirmation of what was related under the year jbci, 
viz. I'hat the gold and filver coins of Scotland were then fixed at the proportion, to thole of 
the fame denomination in England, as twelve is to one. 

The new Englifli gold coins now ftriitk were pieces of twenty fiiljliiigs, ten fniHijigs, fiee 
fiiillings, four fiiillings, and two flaillings and fix-pence. 

And the filver coins were pieces of five lliillings, two Ihillings and fix-pcncc, twclvc-pcncc, 
fix-pence, two-pence, one-penny, and ari halfpenny. 

As the two loweft ofthofc coins, both in the gold and the filver, muft have been very fmall, 
there being much the fame quantity of pure metal and of allay in them as in thole of our own 
time, they were extremely liable to be loft, and arc therefore now fcarccly to be found, even 
in the cabinets of curious colleftors. 

According to Thuanus, lib, xxxii. the country of Canada, or New France, wliicli had 
been firft fettled in 1603, was, in this and foine fucceeding years, more particularly explored 
than had been formerly done, chiefly for the finding of a north-weft pafTage to China and the 
Moluccas, as had before been attempted by others, from the early enterprizc of tlic Cabots, 
father and fon, by direftion of King Henry VII. of England, down to lifts time. 

The barbarous cruelties committed by the Spaniards in Chili, as well as in other parts of 
America, where the native Chilians, in revenge, deftroyed many of their fcttlonncnts, had, 
by this time., fo far incenfed thofe natives, that they had deftroyed five of the tlftrjxen Spaiftlh 
towns in that country, with much llauglitcr. 

We 
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Wc have already fecn the charters of two temporary Englifli Levant or Turkey’ companies 
expire : and, as fuch limited grants arc always difeouraging to the adventurers, King James, 
therefore, in the third year of his reign, 1605, incorporated for ever a new company, by the 
defignatiori of the merchants of England trading to tlic Levant Seas. It is^what is called in 
England a regulated company, there being as yet no joint-ftock companies cxifling; every 
member trading on his own particular bottom, though under fuch regulations, as to the times 
of fliipping or lading, &c. as fliould be fettled at their own general courts. This charter 
grants to a number of perfons therein named, and their fons^ and all others tlicreafter to be 
admitted, or made free of the company, annually to cleft a governor, deputy -governor, 
** and eighteen afliftants, who fliall manage all matters relating to the trade, freedom, &c.— 
All the King’s fubjefts, being merchants, under the age of twenty-fix years, on requiring 
the fame, and paying twenty five pounds to the company ; and if above twciity-fix years of 
age, paying fifty pounds, fiiall be made free of this company ; and all their apprentices fhall 
be admitted to its freedom, on payment of twenty Ihillihgs only.” 

Thus a moft profitable commerce to England was eftabliflied in perpetuity, by which great 
quantities of our woollen manufaftures, and of latter times, much other mcrcliandizc, as 
watches, jewels, &:c. have been annually exported thither. . The Venetians, for many ages, 
fuppiied Conflantinopic, and other parts of the Levant, with woollen cloth, and other mer- 
chandize, until the EngHfli commenced their Levant trade ; who being able to afford their 
cloths cheaper than the Venetians could theirs, they drove the latter totally out of the cloth 
trade to Turkey. The author of the Trade’s increafe, publifhed in the year 1615, fays. 
That at firft this company’s ordinary returns were three to one ; and this has generally been 
“ the cafe in newly difeovered trades.” 

It is true, that Turkey is not a country from which a great and direft balance is to be cx- 
pefted ; yet the immenfe quantities of raw filk brought from thence, has been the means of 
bringing our filk manufafture to its prefent magnitude ; and as we have alfo from thcncc cot- 
ton, mohair-yarn, and dying-lluffs, in great quantities, we may juftly eftcem this trade profi- 
table to the public, for the advancement of many forts of manufaftures. From the Levant 
conic alfo phyfical drugs, coffee, carpets, &c. 

In Captain John Sinitli’s fecond volume of Voyages, he relates, that Captain Ley fettled 
with feme Engliflimen on the river Weapoco in Guiana ; but fupplies mifearrying, they were 
forced to abandon that fettkment, 

A pound weight of gold, by the coinage of this fecond year of King James, in the Mint at 
the Tower of London, was coined into thirty-fevcil 'pounds four ftiillings by tale, in pieces 
called unites, of twenty Ihillings ; of double crowns, at ten Ihillings ; Britifti crowns, five 
Ihillings ; thiftle crowns, four Ihillings ; and half-crowns, two (hillings and fix-pence ; being 
of twenty-two carrats fine, and two carrats alloy. 

And a pound weight of filver, into fixty-two (hillings by talc, of the old ftandard of eleven 
ounces two pennyweights fine, and eighteen pennyweights alloy ; the filver pieces were crowns, 
half-crowns, (hillings, fixpenoes, twopences, pence, and halfpence. 

The next year he coined the gold of tlic fineSefs of twenty-three carrats, three grains and 
a half, into forty pounds the pound weight, by tale, in pieces called rofe-rials, of thirty (hil- 
lings ; ffpur-rials, of fifteen (hillings ; and angels, of ten (hillings. 

In tlc.fixtccnth volume of the Foedcra, the following penfions and fabrics were now fettled 
hy Kiijp James, whereby fomc fort of judgment may be formed of the rate of living in thofe 
times, Viz* 

VoL. IL F f 


Id 
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2605 In p, 606, on his fecond fon, Charles, then but five years old, being created Duke of York, 
forty pounds per annum is fettled, that be may the more honourably fuftain that new dignity, 
fays the King. 

Inp. 61J, on the Duke of York’s nurfe, fifty pounds yearly; on his fempftrefs, twenty 
pounds; and the like on his chamber-keeper, and on his laundrefs;^ and on his cook, thirty- 
•fix pom^ yearly. 

In p. 616, a pcnfion to Dr. Spotifwood, Arclibifliop of Glafgow, of eighty pounds : to 
Ulrick, Duke of Holftcin, a pcnfion of two thoufand pounds, during his life ; equal, fays this 
record,’ to ten thoufand German dollars. 

In p. 637, to Sir-Lewis Lucknor, mailer of the ceremonies, afalary of two hundred pounds 
per annum. 

As every thing relating to the gradual improvement and increafe of the great metropolis of 
the Britilh cntq>ire, docs, in a great meafure, indicate and teftify a gradual increafe of its ge- 
neral wealth and commerce, we lhall not fcruple to fake notice, that in this third year of King 
James, an aft of Parliament palTcd, cap. 22 . for paving of St. Giles’s and Drury-lane ; where- 
in St. Giles in the Fields was then ftill deemed a feparate town or village from the great con- 
tiguity, and was till now unpaved, and very foul and miry. What we now call Broad St. 
Giles’s, is in this aft called “ The ftreet in that part of the town of St. Giles, leading to 
“ Holborn.” 

In the Introduftion to thcCoIleftion of Voyages of the Dutch Eaft India Company, Phi- 
lip 111 . King of Spain, ilTucd a fevere declaration, prohibiting the inhabitants of the United 
Provinces from any trade to the dominions of Spain, or to the Eall or Weft Indies. But the 
Dutch Eaft India Company were fo far from being overawed thereby, that it rather inl'pircd 
them with frelh refolution and diligence. Whereupon they almoft immediately fent out elcvcjt 
fliips, prepared as well for war as for commerce : they were foon followed by eight more, well 
fupplied with foldiers, who were to remain and keep garrifon in the Eaft Indies, where they 
firft poffeflcd themfelves of the fort of Amboyna; and after taking fevcral Spanifli and Portu- 
guefe prizes, Urey entirely diflodged ibofe two nations from the Molucca iflcs. But, witliout 
fatiguing the reader with an account of all the feveral voyages of that Dutclr Company, and 
the numbertefs defeats of, and captures from the Spaniards and Portugucfcy both in India, and 
on their voyages to and from India ; wo (hall here only, fuinmarily obferve, that they gradu- 
ally gained fo great an afeendant over them in that part of the globe, as put them in fall pof- 
feflion of an immenfe commerce there : fo that they at length cftabliftied their faftories and 
fcttlements from Balfora, at the mouth of the river Tigris, in the Perfian Gulph, and f6 along 
the coafts and ifles of India, even to Japan, making alliances with many Indian Princes ; being 
moreover become fovereigns in many parts of India, as of the coafts of the fine ifle of Ceylon, 
©f Pcllicate, Mafulipatan, Negapatam,. and many other places along the coafts of Coroman- 
delj of Cochin, Canannore, Cranganorc, -and other places along the coafts of MaLibar ; of 
the beft part of the great ifle of Java, with Batavia, their great emporium there, the center of 
all their Indian commerce. They are fovereigns alfo of the Moluccas, and otl^; fpice iflands ; 
until at length they became fo potent; as to Irave been able^to fend out a fleet iii India 0^ forty 
or fifty capital Ihips, and a land army of tliirty tlmufand men. In this year they again divi- 
ded fifteen per cent, on their capital to their proprietors. « 

The riches brought home to Europe by the feveral nations now trading to the; Eaft Indies, 
excited the emulation of the court of. Denmark to attempt a lhortcr way thither I v the north- 
t weftj 
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1605 weft, although fo often before fruitlefsly attempted by others. King Chriftian IV. this year, 
fcnt out three ftiips into Frobifbcr*s Straits, which traded with the natives, fomc of whom they 
brought home to Copenhagen!. They repeated thefe attempts thither for feveral fuccccding 
years, but made no material difeovery. 

About this time coaches came to be in general afe by the nobility and gentry at London ; yet 
hackney-coaches in the ftreets of London were not as yet known, nor ftage-coaches to and 
from the country. 

1606 Further attempts for the fuppofed north.-weft paflage to China, were not as yet laid afide 
by England. The people of Hull, who traded much and early in the fiflicry on the 
coafts of Iceland and Norway, made alfo fome eflays for that paflage on the coafts of Green- 
land : and in the year t6o6, the Ruflia and Eaft India Companies joined in fending out one 
John Knight, who had been employed for the fame purpofe, the preceding year, by the court 
■of Denmark ; but he returned without any manner of difeovery or benefit; only, they now 
firft began to kill morfes, or fea-horfes, with lances, whofe teeth being in thofe times ellecmed 
better than ivory, they brought home many of them, as alfo much of their oil, with thirty 
tons of lead ore from Cherry Ifle, fo named from Sir Francis Cherry ; a fliip of his having 
difeovered it in the year 1603. In 1608 and 1610, the Ruflia Company took pofleflion of 
Cherry Ifle, and brought home a confiderable quantity of morfes teeth and oil. In Gull 
Ifland they difeovered three lead mines, and one of coal. 

In the third year of King James, an aft of Parliament palled, with direftions how a paflage 
may be made by water from London to Oxford ; but as this law did not anfwer expeftation, 
it was repealed, as we fliall fee, by one of the twenty-firft of this reign, cap. 32. 

In this year a itew treaty of peace and commerce, and an alliance, was concluded between 
King James I. of England, and King Henry IV. of France, for tlicir mutual defence againft 
Spain, and for fupporting the United Netherlands. It is in the lixteenth volume of the 
Foedcra, p. 644, &c. What relates to contmcrce, is in fubftance as follows, viz. 

“ I. The duties and cuftoms in both countries to be the fame as in fonner treaties. 

“ II. In the ports of London, for England, and of Rouen, &c. for France, ail controver- 

lies between merchants, fltall be referred to two merchants of each nation, who fliall bje 

called Confervators of the Commerce,' and lhall take an oath for the faithful execution of 
“ their faid office, and lhall be appointed anew every year. They lhall fee to the juftnefs of 
“ weights arid meafurcs j and thofe in France to the goodnefs of Eivglilh woollen cloth ; and 
“ that which lhall appear to be bad, lhall be re-exported to England, but without confifeation, 

“ however, or the paying of any duty at tlie removal or return of fuch cloth. 

“ III. If in any Ihip of either party, therft be found goods not entered, which Ihould have 
“ paid cuftom, only the faid goods, but nofie of the other goods in fuch Ihips lltall be for- 
“ felted. 

“ IV. Merchants dying in cither country, may freely bequeath their elTefts, acccyding to 
“ the laws and cuftoms of their own refpeftive countries. 

“ V. All letters of reprifals lhall be called in oa*both fides.” — Sec alfo vol. ii. p. 147 and 
156, of the Colleftion of Treaties, publilhed in 1732. 

N. B. In this treaty the illcs of Guernfey and Jerfey are included by name. 

In the fame vplumc, p. 659, we have the firft inftance to be found in the Fcedcra, of an 
Englilh toiniftcr appointed to refidc in Turkey : being “ King James’s letters-patent to Tlio- 
** mas (flover, to be his envoy and agent in the dominions of Sultan Achmet, die Grand 

^ ^ * “ Signior, 
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1606 Signior, who/’ fays this record, ** has freely given his confent, that our merchants may 
trade to his dominions. Liberty is hereby given to the faid Thomas Glover, to refide in 
what part of Turkey he fliall think beft, and to appoint confuls for the good government of 
the Englifli in the other proper ports,” This was in confequence of the newly incorpora- 
ted Levant Company of the preceding year, ercSed in perpetuity. 

• After tjjje laft recited treaty between England and France, Mezerai relates, that King Henry 
the Fourth of France, applied himfelf to the procuring of money to be more plentiful in his 
kingdom, and of quicker circulation ; whereby his fubfidies might be iiicrcafed. Moreover, 
commerce appearing to him to be one of the moll certain means leading to that end, he ar^ 
deatly dclired to make it flourilh, having now creilcd a council for that purpofe. 

** And bccaufe he was not potent enough on the ocean, and that the cx pence of obtaining 
the famf was great, and the profit a long time, and very uncertain in its coming, he bc- 
lieved he-lhduld fuceeqd better and fooner by the improvement and ihcreafe of his home 
manufactures, of which, about this time, he fet up feveral forts : as, 

** 1 . Tapeftries, of the richeft fabric, in Paris, by means of divers excellent artifts,. whom 
he invited from Flanders. 

“ IL Gilt‘*leather hangings. 

HI. Mills for working and cleaning of irom 

IV. Gauzes and thin linen cloth. 

V. Pottery, or fine earthen-ware. 

“ VL Glafs-houfes for chryllaline. 

** VIL Cloth and ferges, fluffs and filks, in divers parts of the kingdom, with feveral other 
“ works.” 

Captain Gofnold having, fince his laft voyage to the coafl of Virginia, in the year 1602, 
given an advantageous defeription of the country, as Raleigh and others had done before, the 
gentlemen and merchants of England began to entertain frefh hopes of planting a permanent 
colony there: and both the London and Briftol merchants had, for three or four years part, 
traded, as Gofnold had alfo done, for fuch commodities as the Indians on the coafts of that 
country could fupply. Captain Gilbert alfo, in this year 1606, was the firll who failed up^ 
and landed in great bay of Chtfapeak, where he loll his life. Moreover, Captain Wey- 
mouth, fitted out by the Earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Wardour, in the year 
1605, had traded alfo on thofe coafts with the Indians, by bartering his beads, knives, 
combs, for their furs, Ikins, &c. to vaft profit. At length, after much felicitation, Cap- 
tain Gofnold, in this fame year 1606, obtained of King James a charter for two companies; 
the firll, called the South Virginia Company, comprehending the now named provinces of 
Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina, lying between latitude thirty-four and latitude forty-one 
north; the principal patentees being Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Edward Wing- 
field, Efq. and the ingenious Mr. Hakluyt, Prebendary of Weftminfter. — ^Thefe were called 
the London Adventurers. 

The next cona^paoy was called the Plymouth Adventurers^ who were empowered to plant 
and inhabit as far as to forty five degrees of north latitude, in which compafs was included 
what is now called Pennfylvania, New jerfey, New York, and New England : but thcYe laft 
were not fettled till fomc years after this grant. ^ 

The firll, or London Company, which more properly ought to be called Jthe Virginia 
Company, did, in this fame year i6a6, fend out two fhips, in wiiich went Mr. Percy, the 

Eari 
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1606 Earl t)f Northumbcrhnd’s brother> and four more of the council of that company, carrying 
with them a clergyman, feveral artificers and tools, provifions, ammunition, &c. They 
landed and fortified thcmfelves three miles from the mouth of Powhatan, now James river^ 
within the great bay of Chefapeak, and named their firft fettlemciit james-town, as it is ftilL 
mined in our days. This therefore was properly the firft Englifti colony on the continent of 
America which took root, and has proved permanent to the prefent times, all former attempts 
having proved abortive. Here one hundred men fettled, with all ncccffaries, and Captain 
John Smith, who has written the firft account of the country, was left to be their principal 
direftor : and the Earl of Southampton, joining himfelf to this company, procured Sir Tho- 
mas Dale, an experienced Ibldicr in the Netlicrlai^d wars, to be their firft governor. Some of 
the other principal manager? were Sir EJdwin Sandys, Sir John Danvers, Sir Maurice Ab-. 
bott, Alderman Abdy, &c. Thefe gentlemen prevailed on the great Sir Francis Bacon to* 
write his excellent Inftruftions concerning New Colonies, which arc* printed amongft his 
other effays. 

It is very true, that the yellow ifinglafs duft found in James river, and other golden dreams, 
fufpended, for a time, the proper improvement of tliat infant plantation, which was alfo great- 
ly obttrufted by their many fquabbks with the native Indians, then very numerous there:, 
but, as they were regularly fupplied with ncccflarics and recruits from England, they at length 
ovei came all dilTicuities ; the greateft of which was, perhaps, their own inteftine divifions and 
bad conduft, which often brought them into great diftrefs. 

In this year the Dutch Eaft India Company is faid to have divided to its members feventy- 
five percent, on its capital of fix millions fix hundred thoufand guilders : fo that the firft fubferi- 
bers were now le-imburfed ninety per cent, of their original fubfeription, including the for- 
mer dividend of fifteen per cent, in the year 1605, cxclufivc of the fifteen per cent, in 1603, 
got chiefly by prizes rather than commerce: fo prodigious already was their fuccefs in Indiav 
In the fourth year of King James, the Company *of Merchant-adventurers of the city of 
Exeter obtained an aft of Farliameitt, cap. 9. for confirming a charter which Queen Elizabeth 
had granted them, in the fccond year of her reign, 1560, for an cxclufivc trade to the domi- 
nions of France. Tliis was a proper monopoly legally cftabliflicd, but as far only as related 
to the reft of the inhabitants who were not free of that company ; for -^Jiich this ftatute affigns 
the grounds, viz, “ The inconvcnicncies arifing from the exceffive number of ignorant arti- 
“ ficers, &c. who in that city took upon them to ufe the fcicncc, art, and myftcry of mer- 
chaiidize.” • ’ 

In the fame fclfion of Parliament, ,and the very next ftatute, the town of Southampton ob- 
tained power to exclude every one from merchandizing, and buying and felling in that town, 
who (hall not be free of the fame town; with an exemption, however, of the barons and 
freemen of the Cinque Ports, vvhofc privileges of buying and felling there arc hereby pre- 
ferved entire. Both which monopolies, though merely local, would, nevcrthelcfs, in our 
more experienced days, be deemed by wife men, an unrcafonable reftraint. 

0\ir great Camden now firft publifhed, in Latin, his celebrated work' entitled Britannia; 
between which time and our own days, the ftate or condition of many Engli/h towns is great- 
ly altered for the better, by means of the general increafe of commerce. For infiance, Cam- 
den, .fpeaking of Lyme, in Dorfetfliirc, calls it a little town, fcarccly to be reputed a fca-port 
to.wjn|or luvcn^ though frequented by fifhermen : yet this fame once contemptible place is now 

bcx'omc 
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j6o 6 become a greatly enlarged town, and a port of good fhipping, having a fine pier/ and many 
refpedtable merchants. 

The town and port of Poole, alfo in the faid county, is greatly ihereafed in (hips and mer- 
chants, fince a little before Camden’s time ; wlxen, according to him, tlic bulk of its inhabi- 
tants were a few filhermen. 

, The fea-port town of Sunderland had no exiftence in Camden’s time, otherwife it could not 
ha\’t efca^d the notice of that accurate author; and the fame may be obferved of Falmouth, 
now a well frequented pert. Of Briftol we have elfewhere related the great improvements ; 
and yet much more of Liverpool ; allb of Newcalllc, and many others, both fea-ports and 
inland towns, where manufa£lurcs now greatly flourifli ; as Norwich, Leeds, Halifax, Bir- 
mingham, Mancbefter, &c. 

Jt muft, however, be admitted, bn die other hand, that feme few Engllflr towns have fuf- 
fered a great deqicnfion, which in old times were much more coiifidcrable ; particularly the 
cities of York and Lincoln : the latter cfpecially muft have had a fudden as well as a very 
grievous decay in Camden’s time ; who, obferving how much the city of Lincoln was funk 
and decayed, under the weight of time and antiquit}', adds, “ That of fifty churches which were 
remembered to have been in it by our grandfathers, there are now fcarce eighteen remain- 
“ ing.” Since Camden’s time they are reduced to thirteen, and thofe, in general, of no very 
admirable ftrufture. 

1607 Since we are upon this fubjefl: of the increafe and declenfion of cities, Thuanus, who like- 
wife wrote in 1607, fpeaking of the famous commercial city of Dahtzick, obferves, “ That 
“ from a fraalland obfeure beginning, it has fince fo greatly incrcafed, that at this day it may 
“ be efteemed the moft frequented and richeft emporium not only of the north and weft, but 
“ even the whole earth .” — Sed totius orbis emporium frequentijjimum ditijjimumque htdie habeatur. 
Frankfort edition, 1614, vol. iii. odavo, p. 324. 

Which charafter was furcly ftrctched too far, .fince it is more than probable, that Amftcr- 
dam was at that very time much more frequented by Ihipping, of greater magnitude, of a more 
extenfive commerce, and more opulent than Dantzick. But, be that as it may, Dantzick is 
fince, in fome degree, declined from its former profperity, though ftill a noble and opulent 
city. ^.3,, ^ _ 

In Sir Ralph Winwood’s Memorials of Affairs of State, vol. ii. p. 351, we meet with a 
ftate of the debt due from the United Netherlands to the crown of England, as it ftood in this 
fame year 1607 ; partly contrafted on account of the troops fent to their afiiftance, and partly 
alfo for the expence of the Englifh garrifons in the c^iutionary towns ; tlie whole now amount- 
ing to eight hundred and eighteen thpufand four hundred and eight pounds fterling money. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company, this year, is again faid to have divided feventy-five per 
cent, to its proprietors. How vaft muft the profits of that trade then have been 1 — Yet others 
write, that they divided only twenty-five per cent, at this'time. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 660, of the Foedcra, we fee King James’s charter of licence, 
for feven years follo'wing, to Richard Pcnkevcll, of Cornwall, Efquire, and his colleagues, 
“ For the foie difeovery of a paflage to China, Cathay, the Moluccas, and other parts of the 
“ Eaft Indies, by the north, north-eaft, or north -weft. He and his aflbeiates were her^y 
“ incorporated by the peculiar name of The Colleagues of the Fellowfhip for the ^ifeovery 
“ of the North Paflage. They were to enjoy for ever all the lands they ftould difiover, not 
“ already found by any Chriftians, referving to the crown the fupreme fovercigntjJ, and alfo 

* “ certain 
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167 certain prerogatives, duties, — But as nothing followed, tliat we can learn, from this 
’ charter, we need fay nothing farther about it. 

Whether Captain Henry Hudfon, who is perpetuated by giving a title to the vaft bay that 
bears his name, was any way conneAed with the laft-mentioned fellowlhip, we ftiall not take 
upon us to determine. In this fame year, however, he failed as far north as eiglity degrees and 
a half, in queft of the faid paffage ; and he made a fimilar attempt the following year, 1608, to 
a little purpofc, after having iivvain tried a north caft paflage by Nova Zembla. 

There having been of late years many enclofures made of heaths, commons, and other 
wafte grounds in England, the poor pcafantry or cottagers of fevefal counties, in this fame 
year, made a kind of riotous infurreition on that account ; which, however, was foon quelled. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company now equipped three fliips, which they fent out on 
their third voyage to India. But as it would be equally tirefome and unprofitable to relate what 
is to be found in fo many other works, it is perhaps more than enough to remark, that the 
fiipcrior induftry of the Dutch in India, had already been beforehand with us at the Spice 
iflaiids, of which they fooji after this time made themfelves fovercigns, as they remain at this 
day : — And that the Portuguefc Jefuits at the Mogul’s court, ftill continued equal enemies to 
both Englifli and Dutch in India. 

Under this year, Mezerai, though a Popifli author, writing of the reign of King Henry IV.. 
of France, highly commends the ftate of Venice, for fo wifely confulting the true intereft of 
their people, for, finding many inconvenicncics from the indifereet zeal of perlbns, cfpe- 
cially on their death-beds,, they did not fcruple to prohibit, in the year 1603, 

Firll, The building of churches, convents, or hofpitals, without the Senate’s permiffion. 

Secondly, In 1605, that no ccclefiaftic be. allowed to leave, bequeath, or engage any goods 
to the church. 

Thirdly, That none fhall henceforth give any eftate in lands to the clergy, nor to religious 
orders, without the confent of the Senate, who would allow of it upon good confideration.-— 
And upon Pope Paul the Fifth’s ftorming thereat, the Senate anfwered, moft wifely, “ That 
“ it was not juft, that fuch lands as maintained the fubjefts, and was to bear the charges of 
“ the ftate, ftiould fall into mortmain quoting alfo the like pra<fticc of the Emperors Ya- 
Icntinian and Charlemagne ; of all the French Kings from St. Louis ^Henry III. of King 
Edward 1 . of England; of the Emperor Charles V. &c. — And, which is moft memorable, 
although the Pope iiucrdifted the Republic, and excommunicated the Senate, in the ye^r 1607, 
yet many of their bilhops and clergy continued firm to the Senate, notwithftanding all the 
thunder of the Vatican. 

tGoS The manufaflure of alum was, in the year 1608, fi^ft invented and fuccefsfully praflifed in 
England ; being happily encouraged and propagated in Yorkfliire by the Lord Sheffield, Sir 
John Bourcher, and other landed gentlemen of that county ; to the very great benefit of Eng- 
land in general, and to tlic Angular great emolument of the proprietors thereof to this day.— 
King James was a great encourager of thefc alum works ; having, by the advice of his minif- 
ters, adumed the nronopoly of it to himfclf, and therefore he prohibited the importation of 
foreign alum. 

But that King was not at all fuccefsful in his laudable 7.eal for the propagation’ of filk in 
England, in imitation of King Henry IV. of France. He, in this year 1608, fent circular* 
letters Into all the counties of England for the planting of mulberry trees ; for which end, he 
caufed|ninted inflru£tions to be publilhcd, as alfo fojr the breeding and feeding of filk-'^orms.. 

“ Having 
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1608 ** Having feen,” fays King James, “ in a few years fpace, that our brother, the French King, 
“ hath, finc^ his coming to that crown, both begun and brought to perfcaion the making of 
filk in his country; whereby he hath won to himfelf honour, and to his fubjefts a marvcl- 
ous increafe of wealth.” This was Very true ; but experience has fhewn, that neither that 
JCing, nor any of his fucceflbrs, have been able to propagate filk, in any quantity, north of 
this rivei*"Loire, and much Icfs fo far north as about Paris. 

Hitiierto the Englifh were but little fkilled in dying and drefling their own woollen cloths : 
they therefore ufually fent them white into Holland, where they were dyfcd and drefled, and 
then fent back to England for fale. This may feem fomewhat ftrange, that thofc wlio made 
the fineft cloth in the world, could not perform the finifliing parts at home. But the faft was 
really fo. Alderman Cockayne, and fome other merchants, reflefting on the great profit made 
by the Hollanders in this branch of trade, and knowing alfo King James’s profufenefs, and 
his conftaht neceflities, bccaufe of his utter averfion to the alking money of a Parliament ; they 
propofed to the King to undertake the dying and drefling of cloths at home, and of how great 
profit it would be to the public and to his Majefty ; whereupon Cockayne obtained a patent 
for it, exclufive of all others ; and the King was to have the monopoly of the i'ale of fuch 
home-dyed cloths. In order thereto, the King iflTued a proclamation, prohibiting any white 
.cloths to be font beyond-fca ; feizing, at the fame time, the charter of the Company of Mer- 
chant-adventurers, which ‘empowered them to export white cloths. The Hollanders, and 
German cities, on the other fide, refenting this, prohibited the importation of all Eng- 
lilh dyed cloths. Thus was commerce thrown into confufion ; Cockayne being difablcd from 
felling his cloth any where but at home : befide that, his cloths were worfe done, and yet were 
dearer than thofe finifhed in Holland. There was a very great clamour therefore raifed againft 
this new projeft by the weavers now employed, &c, fo that the King was obliged to permit 
the exportation of a limited quantity of white cloths : and a few years after, in the year 1615, 
for quieting the people, he found himfelf under the neceffity of annulling Cockayne’s pateiit, 
and reftoring that of the Merchant-adventurers, who feem to have gained over the Lord 
■Chancellor Bacon to their fide ; and, in a letter to King James, printed in his Refufeitatio, 
concerning Cockayne’s new company, he complains, “ That they atfirft undertook to dye and 
“ drefs all the cloths of the realm ; yet, foon after, they wound tliemfelvcs into the trade of 
** whites. This feeding of the foreigner,” (meaning the Dutch) fays that great man, “ may 
“ be dangerous. For, as we may think to hold up our cloathing by vent of whites, till wc 
can dye and drefs ; fo the Dutch will think to hold up their manufactures of dying and 
“ drclTing upon our whites, till they can cloathe.” 

In this opinion his Lordlhip was a true prophet ; though in wliat he adds, wc may fome- 
what diflent from him. 

“ I confefs, I did ever think, that trading in companies is moll agreeable to the Englifh 
“ nature, which wanteth that fanre general vein of a republic which runneth in the Dutch, 
“ and ferves them inftcad of a company ; and therefore I dare not advife to adventure this great 
trade of the kingdom, which hath been fo long under government, in a free or loofc trade.” 
And thus, merely by proceeding too precipitately, an art, which afterwards was gradually 
brought to abfolute perfeftion in England, was now deemed impra£licable for our people to 
perform. # 

Ip the fame fixteenth volume, p. 667, of Rymer’s Foedera, King James enterf into a new 
(defenfive treaty with the States of the United Netherlands : by which “ he cngales to defend 
3 ■ ** them. 
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i6o8 them and their country againft all invafions and injuries whatever; and to aflift them with 
twenty (hips of war, each from three hundred to fix hundred tons burden; alfo, with fix 
thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe. And they, on the other fide, engage to aflift him 
** with four thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe* But this treaty was not to take place 
till after the pfefent peace.”— Meaning the peace now treating of between Spain and the 
States. 

Another treaty, of this fame date, concerns the arrears of debts due to King James by the 
States, as well as commercial privileges. 

I. The States hereby acknowledge eight hundred and eighteen thoufand four hundred and 
eight pounds ftcrling to be due to the King,”— as we have obferved under the preceding year 
from Winwood’s Memorials, — “ of which fum he will expeft nothing for the firft two years 
after the peace,” (/ e. with Spain as above) in order for their affairs to be better efta- 
‘‘ blifhed: and after the faid two years, he will be content with annual payments of fixty 
‘‘ thoufand pounds, until all be paid off. 

“ II. I'he Englilh Merchant-Adventurers (hall enjoy all their wonted privileges in the 
Seven Provinces, for the mutual advancement of the commerce of both nations.” 

This year the Dutch Eaft India Company is faid to have divided forty per cent, on their ca- 
pital to all their proprietors. 

Captain Henry Hudfon, who, as wc have already related, failed up ^md gave name to Hud- 
fon’s Bay, and made alfo fcveral difeoveries in North Virginia, as it was then called, where 
he alfo gave the name to Hudfon’s River. He is faid to have made a formal falc of lands lying 
on that river in the year 1608, including therein Martha’s Vineyard and Elizabeth’s Ifland, 
(now part of New England) to certain Hollanders ; who, thereupon, began to plant and im- 
prove it very faff. They named the country New Nctherland, and built there the city of New 
Amfterdam, fince named New York, and the Fort of Orange, about one hundred and fifty 
miles up Hudfon’s River, fince named the city of Albany. Certainly, if any fuch fide was 
made by Hudfon, or any one clfe, it could not be valid ; fince it was conveying part of the 
King’s dominions to a foreign nation, without the participation of the crown and kingdom. 
But, in thofc early times, fuch matters were, too little regarded, the country of Virginia being 
lb extenfivc, and our court little knowing, forefeeing, or confidering of how much value fuch 
unfcttled lands might afterwards prove. In much later times, however, the fame fupiuenefs 
has proved a noble harveft to the French in North America, to our inellimable damage. And 
a fimilar negligence in us, and much more in the court of Spain, has likewife made the F reach 
fo formidable in the Weft Indies fo lately as in our father’s days. 

In this manner did the Hollanders go on, greatly improving their New Netherland, without 
any cffcaual check or difturbance from England even until King Charles the Second’s firft war 
with Holland. The States General, in the placart or patent eftablifliing their Weft India 
Company, exprefsly included Ne\y Nctherland therein : which, however, wc fhali fee in its 
proper place, they were unable to keep, as their title to it was fo very imperfeft. 

1(09 In the year 1609, Captain Henry Hudfon made a third attempt for a north-weft paflage to 
^hina ; but, being again obftrufted by ice, fogs, and crofs winds, he failed back to the ifle 
Faro, and from thence to Newfoundland, . &c. and fo home. 

In tlfcs year, Sir Robert Cotton, the truly eminent and moft learned Anticiuary of liis time, 
wrote all ingenious and judicious eflay, intitlcd. The Manner and Means how the Kings of 
England have, from Time to Time, fupported and repaired their Eftates. It was probably 
VoL. IL G g written 
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1609 written for King James’s private ufe, who had certainly great need of means to repair his 
‘Cftate, as he was always in a neceffitous condition : occafioned by his thriftlefs and injudicious 
extravagance. This eflay was printed in his pollhumous works, in 1651. He therein 
flatted a thought to that King, whicli helped, for a while, to fupply his ncccffities, and 
which he put in prafticc two years after, viz. in the year 1611, For his Majelly to make 
“ a degree of Honour Hereditary, as Baronets, next under Barons, and grant them in tail; 
“ taking of every one, a thoufand pounds in fine, it would raife with cafe one hundred thou- 
pounds.” 

In cafe of a fettled peace in America, might not a new degree of honour, (or, perhaps, an 
old 6ne, limited to our ifland and continent plantations) raife a confiderablc fum, to be applied 
folely for making the moft needful improvements in ourfeveraj colonies? 

The ingenious author of The prefent State of England, printed in the year 1683, part iii. 
p. 259, to whom we are indebted for fcveral notices of the fame kind, fixes the aera of mulber- 
ry trees being firft planted in England, to have been in this year 1609 : a fruit now fo com- 
mon every where, and fo hardy as to thrive in fome of the clofcft parts of the very heart of the 
city of London. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 678, of the Foedera, wc meet with the laft infiancc of tlic 
crown of England’s taking the benefit of the old ftatute of the tw^enty-fifth of King Ed- 
ward the Third, “ For levying an Aid of twenty Shillings on every Knight’s Fee imme- 
diately held of the King ; and the fame Sum on every twenty Pounds yearly in Lands, 
held immediately of the Crown in Soccage. For making the King’s eldcft Son a 
Knight .”— faire Fils Chevalier.) This aid was in favour of Prince Henrv, 
King James’s cldell fon, not yet created Prince of Wales, though fifteen years old. And 
it was levied with all poffible difpatch all over England; being a feafonable fupply of the King’s 
wants. • 

In this year the Dutch Eaft India Company is faid to have divided only twenty per cent, on 
their capital. 

In the fecond volume of Captain John Smith’s voyages,* he relates, “ That Mr. Harcourt, 
of Stanton-Harcourt, with fixty perfons, fettled on the river Wcapoco, in Guiana, where 
Captain Ley had fettled in the year 1605 ; and, returning to England, he obtained, by 
“ Prince Henry’s intereft, a patent for all tliat coaft, together with the river of Amazons, for 
him and his heirs. But that colony could notexift, for want of being duly fupported 
“ from home : which had likewifc been the cafe of Captain Ley’s fettlcment, four years be- 
fore.” ^ ^ ' 

King James I. (as fome think in refentment for the Hollanders having rendered Cockayne’s 
febeme abortive, or, as others, to get money from them ; or, thirdly, pcihaps purely from 
his naturally arbitrary difpofition) having ilTucd a proclamation, prohibiting all foreign nations 
from fifhing on the coafts of Great Britain ; the next year the Hollanders found themfclves 
obliged to enter into a treaty with him, for their payiiVg an annual fum for leave to fifh on his 
coafts. And when James would afterwards have broke this treaty, they fupported it, by con- 
voying and guarding their filhing veflels with Ihips of war. • 

After above thirty years war bctweciv Spain and the United Nctlierlands, at length, (princi- 
pally through the mediation of the Kings of England and France) a truce was coijicluded for 
twelve years, upon the foot of uti pojjtdetis^ i. e. all things during that terra to remain 
juft as they now were* This truce was infinitely honourable and advantageous tp tire States ; 

and 



OF THE ORIGIN OF C O M M E R C k. 


^35 


A • 

1609 and though difrcputabic to Spain, yet it gave that crown a breathing time for war, which, ac- 
cording to Mezerai, had coft Spain more treafure and the lofs of more men than all thofe 
provinces were worth, and which, had it continued longer, w^ould have utterly ruined their 
trade to the Eaft Indies, and would alfo have totally obftrufted their flotas from the Weft In- 
dies, without which Spain could not fubfift. The Hollanders having, in a few years paft, 
taken and deftroyed more than thirty of their great galeons ; and the Dutch Admiral Heem- 
fkerk having, in the year 1607, with twenty-fix fhips of war, attacked the Spanifh Admiral, Al- 
varez d’Avila, though one third part ftrongcr, even under the cannon of Gibraltar, deftroying 
thirteen Spanifh Ihips and two thoufand men. — Spain was alfo under an apprehenfion, that, 
by continuing the war longer, the Hollanders might, through neceffity, give themfelvcs up to 
France, and thereby, with the lofs of the Seven Provinces to France, lofe alfo the reft of the 
Seventeen Provinces. For, as Sir William Temple obferves, “ The greatnefs of the Spaniflx 
“ monarchy, fo formidable under Charles -V. and Philip II. began new to decline, by the 
“ vaft defigns and unfortunate events of fo many ambitions counfels : as, on the other fide, 
“ the affairs of King Henry IV. of France were now at the greateft height of felicity.” 

On the other hand, the Dutch, notwithftanding their continued fuccefs, had powerful mo- 
tives to conclude this truce. 

I. They were greatly in debt. 

II . The French court became W'eary of the annual contributions for fupporting them in 
that war. 

III. King James had well iiigh forfaken them, becaufe of his infatuated favourite feheme of 
the Spanifii match for his fon. 

IV. King Henry the Fourth, of France, whofc intcrcll it was to difarm Flanders, on which 
Mezerai owns, he intended to feize, made ufe of both intreaties and menaces to bring the 
States into this truce. 

The greateft difficulty which Spain found in this bufinefs was, the permitting the continu- 
ance of the Hollanders trade to the Eaft Indies, which point had broke off a fimilar treaty two 
years before. At length, however, the truce was concluded, on the foot of every one keeping 
what they then poffeffcd, or uti pojfidctis. 

This year is alfo very memorable for the firft founding of the moft famous bank of Amftcr- 
clam i a bank, which, as well in contemplation of its never-violated credit, of its immenfc trea- 
fure, and its extenfive ufcfulnefs in commerce, may be juftly confidered as the firft in Europe. 
The commerce of that famous city was by this time become fo vaft, that the merchants found 
great payments in filver very inconvenient : money of that metal having generally ever been, 
and probably ever will be, a confiderablc part of m’oft payments ; and gold coins hazardous in 
any quantity to keep in their poffcffion. It was therefore prudently judged by the magiftiatcs 
and merchants of that great city, 

I. That if an office were eftablifhed for the receipts and payments of all fums of money of 
fix hundred guilders and upwards, (afterwards reduced to three hundred guilders and upwards) 
to be duly regiftered in books to be kept open daily at ftated hours, whicli would be a legal 

.proof of all fuch tranfaftions, many difputes and law-fuits would be prevented. 

II. If all bills of exchange, (as well foreign and inland^ and limited in quantity as above) 
were ta be paid only in this office, it would prove a great fccurily to both payers and receivers, 
by preventing many frauds in the payments intnifted to private perfons. 
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1609 III. To fave the time, trouble, and hazard, attending the frequent carrying of ca(h to this 
office of record, they faw it expedient to lodge their main cafh in that office altogether. And, 
for this end, books were opened, wherein each perfon had a diftinft account, kept by debtor 
and creditor ; the whole, or any part thereof, to be transferable to others at plcafurc, who 
thereupon fhould have accounts in bank opened for them, and they again to have the fame 
hberty o^transfer, 

Ricard, in his Traitc general du Commerce, printed in quarto, at Amfterdam; in the year 
1706, p. 170, fays cxprefsly, ‘‘ That the city of Amftcrdam, by authority of the States, of 
the 31ft of January, 1609, cftabliflied themfelves perpetual cafliiers of its inhabitants, and 
‘‘ that all wholefale payments in commerce and in bills of exchange (hould be made in that 
** bank.” When the new Stadthuys w^as erefled, this bank office was removed into a large 
vault of that magnificent llrufture ; where,” fays Sir William Temple, in his Obfervations 
on the United Provinces, cap. ii. is the g-reateft treafure, either real or imaginary, that is 
known any where in the world : and whoever is carried to fee this bank, fliall never fail to 
“ find the appearance of a mighty real treafure, in bars of gold and filyer, plate, and infinite 
bags of metals, which are fuppofed to be all gold and filver, and may be fo for aught I know . 
but the Burgo-mafters only having the infpeftion of this bank, and no man overtaking any 
“ particular account of what iffues in and out, from age to age, it is iinpoffible to make any 
calculation or guefs what proportion the real treafure may hold to the credit of it. There- 
fore the feciirity of this bank lies not only in the effefts that are in it, but in the credit of 
the whole town or ftatc of Amftcrdam, whofc ftock and revenue arc equal to that of fomc 
kingdoms, and who arc bound to make good all monies that arc brought into their bank. 
~This bank,” continues Sir William Temple “ is properly a general cafh, where every 
** man lodges his money, becaufe he eftcems it fafer and caller paid in and out than if it were 
in his own coffers at home ; and the bank is fo far from paying any iiitcreft for what is 
‘‘ there brought in, that money in the bank is worth fomethitig more in common payments 
than what runs current in coin from hand to hand.” (He might have added, that there is 
paid to this bank, one ftiver for every draught or payment from one perfon to another, and 
no lefs than ten guilders of every perfon at his fii ft opening an account in bank. And no per- 
fon is permitted to pay or receive any fum lefs than three hundred guilders, without paying 
fix fti vers for leave to do it.) ‘‘ No other money palling in the bank but in the fpecics of 
coin the beft known, the moft afeertained, and the moft generally current in all p^vts of the 
Higher as well as of the Lower Germany.” 

Now, although this author writes with prudent caution concerning what he could not cer- 
certainly determine, yet it is gencrajly taken for certain by all others who have written on this 
bank, that there is cither calh, or bullion, and pawned jewels, lodged in the vaults of the Stad- 
thuys, equal to the amount of the whole credit of this bank ; which fome will have to amount 
to thirty-fix, others to but thirty millions fterling. But as they lliut their books twice in a 
year, for a few days, to ftrike a general balance, their true capital is then certainly known, 
though probably kept fccrct by order of the raagiftrates, for prudential conlidcrations. Ricard, 
before quoted, (in his fccond edition, p. 171) is very exprefs in this particlilar point ; and, 
as a proof of it, fays, “ That in the very height of the war in 1672, when the French King 
“ had already taken the city of Utrecht,” within twenty-one miles of Amftcrdam, f* there was 
a very great demand” (or run as we term it in London) “ by the* creditors on tllat bank, to 

** draw 
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X609 ** draw out their money ; jullly fearing, that, if the French King lliould become Mailer of 
“ Amftcrdam, they Ihould lofe all ; yet the bank paid all who came for their money.’’ 

The proper definition of this bank, is not a bank of current money, to be received and 
iflTued daily, like thofe of London, Venice, &c. but is purely a depofit of money, the credit 
whereof pafles from hand to hand daily, by figned tickets, carried to the cafliicrs of the bank, 
dircdling them to write off any Aim intended to be paid, from the account of the Ower to 
that of the Receiver. But although it be, without doubt, an excellent inllitution for liifcty, 
cafe, difpatch, and record, yet it cannot be faid to increafe the general quantity or circulation 
ofj money, as fomc other banks certainly do : if it be prefumed, as above, that a quantity of 
ticafure equal to the total of their credit ever remains in it ; any further than the value of the 
uncoined bullion, and of the jewels faid to bc.pawned there, (by feveral Princes, Nobles, See.) 
amounts to. With the above-named dues, the expence of the management of this bank is 
defrayed ; and what furplus there may be in any one year, goes to the A.pport of the poor of 
that city. Bank money, /. r. credit in the bank’s books, is daily bought and fold, by means 
of brokers, who have their offices near the bank; the money whereof is commonly, of late, 
near or about five per cent, better than the real current coin of Holland ; which premium is 
termed the Agio, (a term borrowed from the bank of Venice). The agio varies in quantity 
according to the demand for bank money, and alfo according to the quality or goodnefs of the 
coins to be paid for it. And this advance or agio in bank credit will always prevent any from 
demanding current cafli of the bank for it. 

By means of this bank, the magiftrates of the city of Amfierdam are pofTeffed of the hulk of 
tlic property of their inhabitants, and thereby have the ftrongeft fccurity for their fidelity, who 
think their cafh more fecurc in this bank than in their own cuftody. 

The once famous Mr. John Law, who, from an obfeure foreigner, came to be comptrol- 
ler-general of the finances of France in the year 1720, in a treatife, entitled, Money and Trade 
confideicd, firft publifhed at Edinburgh, and long after at London, fays, “ he has been in- 
‘‘ formed, that the invention of banks was owing to Sweden : for the bulk of their money 
“ being copper, inconvenient on account of both its weight and bulk ; for remedy whereof a 
‘‘ bank was fet up, where the money might be pledged and paper credit given to the value, 
vvhicli paffifd in payments and facilitated trade. And that the Dutch, for the finne reafon, 
“ fet up the Bank of Amfte.rdam : for although their money tvas filver, yet their trade was 
“ become fo great, that they found payments in filver inconvenient. — Banks,” fays this 
author, “ where money is pledged equal to the credit given, are furc : becaufe, though dc- 
mands were to be made of the whole, fucli a bank cannot fail, or Hop payment.” This is 
very true ; but then fuch a bank can only ftand on a national bottom ; and its expence mull 
either be defrayed by the or elfc, like that of Amftcrdam, a fraall tax might be paid 

for that end upon every alteration of property ; but banks, founded upon private advantage, 
mull ncceflarily have a prudent latitude for circulating a certain quantity of paper credit with 
a fmallcr quantity of calh. As for Mr. Law’s opinion, that Sweden firft invented banks, it is 
fo far from being barely probable, that it is in a manner pall all doubt, that the free cities of 
Italy were, in very early times, *the inventors of banks (Lumber-houfes, or Lombard-houfes) 
and bills of exchange, long before the countries on the north end of Europe knew any thing 
of commerce; which Sweden knew leaft and lateft of all the reft. For, although it muft be 
confeffed, that the precife dates of thofe inventions in Lombardy arc not exaftly to be traced, 
cKccpth)g that of Venice, which we have feen was in the year 1157 ; yet we know for certain, . 

t that 
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1609 that the Italians were Iw the praftice of thofc mercantile arts, before Sweden had any fort of 
regular commerce or communication with the reft of Europe, more cfpecially with nations 
without the Baltic Sea ; and even pollibly before their copper mines were worked ; feeing the 
ftrft mention we meet with of thofc mines was not till the year 1396, as wc have obferved in 
its proper place. 

I'here is indeed a bank now at Stockholm, but it is far from being of an ancient date ; 
wherein^heir merchants make their payments by draughts on it. This mode faves them the 
trouble of carrying their money from place to place; which would be a confiderable inconve- 
nience in Sweden, wlierc payments arc often made in ponderous copper dollars that w^ould 
require a wheelbarrow, or, perhaps in fome inftanccs, a cart to make fuch payments. 

The city of Hamburg’s bank, though not to be compared witli that of Amfterdam, is how- 
ever an imitation of it, and pretty near it in point of ftanding. It has an agio too, and takes 
in none but the^yery pureft coin. It is feid alfo to lend money upon pledges, at a moderate 
intcreft, and that none but citizens can be admitted to have an account in their books. 

There is alfo a bank at Rotterdam, though not very confiderable : it was erefted in the 
year 1635; wherein bills of exchange arc paid in large money, and only ten percent, in 
jhillings. 

In an eflay of tlie famous Sir Robert Cotton, written in this fame year 1609, probably for 
King James’s private .information, he propofes, for thnt King’s emolument, the coining of 
one hundred and twenty ihoufand pounds in copper halfpence and farthings, by which the 
King would gain ten thoufand pounds, and by an annual increafe of twelve thoufand pounds 
of thofe coins, he would gain yearly one thoufand pounds. In order to render this profit to 
the King effectual, he propofed the reftrainingof all retailers^of victuals and fmall w^arcs, from 
uling their own tokens, (a praftice then univerfal, cfpecially in London). ‘‘ For,” fays he, 
‘‘ in and about London, there arc above three thoufand perfons tliat, one with another, caft 
“ yearly five pounds apiece in leaden tokens, whereof the tenth remaineth not to them at the 
‘‘ year’s end; and when they renew their ftore, it ainounteth to above fifteen thoufand pounds. 

“ And all the reft of this realm cannot be inferior to the city in proportion. — Hereby,” he 
obferves, 

Firft, Thofc retailers made as much advantage of their own tokens, as is now propofed 
for the King to raakc*by the faid copper coins ;” which, he had before obferved, were al- 
ready in ufe in all the abfolutc monarchies of Chriftendotn. ^ 

Secondly, The buyer hereafter fliall not be tied to one feller and his bad commodities, 
as they are ftill ; when his tokens, hereafter made current by authority, (hall leave him the 
“ choice of any other chapman. — Befidcs, it cannot but prevent much wafte of filver, that 
“ (by minting filver pence and halfpence occafioned) therejj^l be no occafion. hereafter to cut 
any bullioil into proportion fo.apt for Jofs ; what thathaWbccii may be conjeftured, if wc 
mark but of the great quantities, from the penny downward, fince Henry the Eighth’s time 
** ftainped, how few remain : whereas of all the coins, from thrcc-pencc upward, which arc 
‘‘ manual, plenty pafs ftiJl in daily payment.” See our remarks on the too-fmall gold and 
filver money, coined by King James, under the year 1604.. 

I'hcfe remarks foon after put an end, in a great mcafure, to thofe private leaden tokens, and 
introduced the legal copper coins, as at prefent. It alfo put a flop to the coining of fuch 
minute gold and filver pieces, fo cafily to be loft. But our otherwife great author v{as certain- 
ly miftaken in imagining, .that bccaufe the leaden tokens of private retailers w^rc mollly loft, 

that 
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1609 that metal being naturally very perilhable, the national copper coin would be fo likewife ; or 
that a new annual coinage thereof, to the above-named value, would be requifite ; or, laftly, 
that the public would require fo great a fum to be circulated, as one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds in halfpence. 

Ireland being reduced to a peaceable condition. King James, for its continuance, and for 
re-peopling and improving thereof by Englifhmen and Proteftants, made an offer to the city 
of London of his forfeited lands there, in the province of Ulfter ; which the court of Alder- 
men and Common Council gratefully accepted of, after fending perfons thither to furvey the 
fame ; and railed on the citizens twenty, thoufand pounds for carrying on fo profitable and 
honourable an undertaking for that city; for which end, they have greatly improved the lands, 
towns, rivers, and falmon fifhery there ; and they have ever lince had an annually eleSed com- 
mittee of fix Aldermen, and eighteen commoners, llilcd the Irifh Co'mmittee, two of whom 
to be filled Governor and Deputy- governor ; and their eftates there have- been gradually much 
improved, to the very great benefit of this city. 

The fuburbs of London daily increafing, and with them alfo'the dangers from fires ; water 
nlfo, in fufficient quantities, thereby becoming more difficult to be had, notwithftanding the 
many fprings brought in leaden pipes into that city, as well as the many wells, with pumps, 
almofi every where dug within thccity and fuburbs; an adt of Parliament was therefore ob- 
tained, in the third year of King James, cap. xxviii. and in the year 1605, “ for bringing a 
frefh fircam of running water to the north parts of London from the fprings of Chad well 
“ and Amwcll, &C. in the county of Hertford. — Giving power to the Lord Mayor, Stc. of 
“ London, to lay out fuch convenient ground for the making of the trench for the faid New 
“ River, not to exceed ten feet in breadth, leaving the inheritance in the owners thereof, who 
“ are to allow a free paflage through their grounds to and from the faid new cut at all times, 
“ with ca'rts, horfes, &c. for making and repairing the fame ; for which, fatisfadlion or coni- 
“ pofition fhall be made to the faid owners of the lands, and of the mills ftanding on the 
“ fircams from which water fliail be taken, to be valued by commiffioiiers as herein dircdled. 
“ The Lord Mayor, &c. fhall make and keep up convenient bridges over the faid new cut, at 
“ fit places, for the ul'e of the King’s fubjefls as well as of the proprietors of the lands on 
each fide, Ac ” 

In the year following, another aft of Parliament pafled, cap. xi. purporting, “ That fince 
“ the making of the preceding ftatute, upon view of the grounds, through which the waters 
“ are to pafs, by men of fkill ; it is thought more convenient, and lei's damage to the ground, 
“ that the water be conveyed through a trunk or vault of brick or ftone, inclofed, and in 
“ fome places, where need is, raifed by arches, than in an open trench or fewer. Power 
“ therefore is hereby vefted in the Lord Mayor of London, See. for that effeft.” Yet, not- 
witbfianding this laft-nam'ed expenfive opinion ; and alfo another aft of Parliament, of the 
feventh of this King, 1609, cap. ix. granting to King James the Firft’s newly erefted Divi- 
nity-college, at Chclfea, power to bring water, in pipes, from the river Lea, for fupplying of 

London therewith for their benefit, vvhich, and alfo the College itfcif, came to nothing; 

the faid New River was in three years time, viz. in this year 1609, brought into the head or 
refervoir at Clerkcnwell near Iflington, in thefirfl defigned open cut or trench, the other plan 
being ^ound to be much too cofily as well as too tedious to be executed: and from thence it 
has been conveyed into all parts of the city and fuburbs in elm pipes. The projeftor and ma- 
3 nager 
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.1609 nager of this New River was Mr. Hugh Middieton, citizen and goidfmith of London^ who 
was thereupon knighted by King James. 

Although this article may feem to fome not immediately to relate to the hiftory of com- 
merce, yet it in fome fcnfe demonllrates. the great increafe of the wealth of London by com- 
merce, to be able to undertake fo vaftly ettpenfive a work ; a work fuitable to the power and 
grandeur ^f ancient Rome in its zenith of glory ; — and to compleat the whole trench or canal 
in three years time, though 'running the length of about fifty miles in its various windings, 
from near the town of Ware to Clerkenwell, with above two hundred bridges over it.— Wc 
could not therefore think this fuccinfi account of it would be unacceptable to the reader. The 
proprietors of this New River were afterwards incorporated, and the whole is divided into 
fhares, which are faleable and transferable to very good advantage. 

In the years 1609 — to— 11— la. Captain Jonas Poole failed as faraS feventy-eight degrees 
forty-three mi|j[Utes, in the hope of difToovering a north-weft palTage, but at the fame time 
wifely employed part of his time in killing whales, &c. 

In this fame year 1609, ambafladors are faid to have come from Japan into Holland, and 
concluded, at the Hague, a .commercial tieaty with the Dutch £aft India Company. It fccmi 
indeed almoft incredible to many, 

Firft, That fo fmall a date Ihould, between the year 1579, when its people openly revolted 
from Spain, and this year 1609, when the famous truce before-named was concluded, for 
twclve years, with that crown, not only be able to make head againft the mightieft potentate 
of Europe, and at the fame time fo enlarge their union, by taking in the two provinces of 
Overyfifel, and proningen, where many ftrongly fortified places were firft to be conquered, at 
a vaft expence of blood and treafure. 

Secondly, To enlarge their frontiers in Flapders by the conqueft of thp important and for- 
merly famous town and port of Sluys, as alfo of Huift, and fevcral other places in what is fince 
named Dutch Flanders. 

Thirdly, To block up the river Scheld by tlie forts of Lillo, &c. by which meafurc the 
famous commercial city of Antwerp was abfolutely barred from all maritime commerce. 

Fourthly, On the frontiers of Brabant, to conquer the ftrong places of Bergen-op-zoom, 
Breda, Bois-Ic-duc, &c. and for above three years to hold out the town and port of Ollcnd 
againft the power of Spain, at a great expence. 

Fifthly, To annoy Spain with powerful fleets in her oivn ports, fnd to attack and plunder 
fome of the Canary Hies, and that of St. Thomas, under the equinoftial line. And yet, dur- 
ing all thofe immenfc expences, to grow immenfely opulent, and to be courted by the moft 
diftant potentates of the known world, as well as by many nearer home. What can more 
eftefiually demonftrate the inexprcflible advantages of a general and extenfive commerce to a 
nation, than thefe and fimilar inftances ? whilft, at the fame time, they fhew the great pro- 
penfity of tliofe Netherland provinces to trade and Induftry ; who, attended with an happy 
union of hearts and cbunfeli in thofe early times ; thruft tbemfelves into every corner of the 
earth where any commerce could be had pnfhing on fo immenfe a fifhery alfo as fupplied 
all Europe : 


Pfr 0$are fav^ritm fugitns^ ptr per ignes, 

u e* Shoim’d poverty, through feai, and rocks, and fire 1 


Hoa. 
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1609 To which may be added, fo great and cxtenfivc a commerce to, and fuch numerous conqucfts 
in, India, as amazed all the world; whilft at home they wonderfully cultivated all forts of 
manufaflures great and fmall ; and being lituated as it were in the middle of Europe, they very 
foon made Amfterdam become, what it Hill in a great mcafurc is, the grand ftorchoufe or 
magazine of almoft all the merciiandize of the univerfe, — whither there daily arrived numbers 
of Jaden Ihips from all parts, and from whence others daily failed to every quarter of the 
globe. Even in this fame year 1609, they had about one hundred ihips employed in the 
Gold-coaft-tradc, at Guinea and the Cape dc Verd Illes, and were fo fuccefsfulin that com- 
merce, that they foon began to think of cftablilning a Weft India Company. 

The Engllfh Eaft India Company now fent oyt but one iltip, lirft to Bantam, and front 
thence to the iiles of Banda, Ac. but, finding the Hollanders ardblute lords there, they were 
refufed admittance to traftic. Yet the Dutch not being as yet jnafters at the ifle of Pooloway, 
this fhip obtained llicre a cargo of mace -and nutmegs. They left faftors there, for future 
trade, and returned home, after ftopping again at Bantam. This is .ufually called the fifth 
voyage of this company. 

.1610 Although the fifteen years cxclufivc trade, granted by Queen Elizabeth’s charter to the Eaft 
India Compan)% was not to expire till 1615 ; yet King James, on the tliirty-firft of May, in 
tlic year 1610, was prevailed on to grant that company a rencw%al of tlicir charter, in this 
fevcntli year of his reign, fetting forth, “ the profit and honour which this trade brought to 
the nation, whereby his Majefty w^as now i'lduced to render this company perpetual, — with 
tlic ufual powers of making bye laws; — of having a common fcal, and the other powers in 
** the former charter.” Yet, as appears by Thurloe’s Collection of State Papers, vol. iii. 
p, 516, they had not as yet adopted the mode of trading under one joint ftock, but went on in 
the method of fevcral co-partnerfhips and Icffcr ftocks. 

This new charter fo much encouraged the Eaft India merchants, that they now built the 
largcft merchant fhip that ever England had, being of one thoiifand one hundred tons burden, 
named the Trade’s Increafe, and, with three others, made their fixth voyage to India. 

T he King alfo at this lime built the fineft fhip of war that ever England had before, carry- 
ing fixty-four cannon, and w^as of one thoufand four hundred tons burden, named the Prince, 
TJius we may, in part, fee by what gradual fteps the navy royal of England arrived at its 
prefent magnitude and grandeur. 

The oppofition ‘arid ill ufage which Sir Henry -Middleton, the admiral, as he was then cal- 
led, of this fixth Eaft India voyage, received from the Turks at Mocha, on the Red Sea, and 
Surat, from the Portuguefe, whofc fleet he was forced to fight, Ac. are to be found in all our 
books of voyages : and the like may be faid of tlie feventh voyage, in the year 1611. 

On the accefiion of King Lewis Xlll. to the crown of France, in this fame year 1610, 
M. dc Voltaire, in his Introduction to his Efiay 011 the Age of l^ouis XIV. gives us a com- 
pendious view of the ftate of France at that period, viz. 

‘‘ I. That King was not pofTcfted of a tingle fnlp.” But as this author too frequently over- 
flioots the mark, the Duke dc Suily’s Memoirs fay, he had only about fixteen flvps of w^ar at 
Breft and Rochelle, and twenty gallics in the ports of the Mediterranean. 

* 11 . Paris did not contain four hundred thoufand fouls ; nor was it embelliflicd with fo 

many as four fine edifices. 

“ 111. The reft of the cities of the kingdom w^erc like the the towns on the other fide the 
Loire, 

Vow. IL H h 


** IV. The 
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1610 IV. The entire body of the nobility were fortified througliout the provinces, in their re- 
fpeftive caftles, fnrrouiided with moats ; and opprefled the laborious pcafaiits round them, 
V. The roads were almofc imprafti cable, and the towns under no regulation. 

“ VI. The ilate was without money; and the government was as much without credit 
** amongft foreign nations, as defective at home. 

, VII. The ordinary revenue of Lewis XIII. did not exceed forty^fivc millions. Silver, 
it is trlie, being then valued at but about twenty-fix livres the mark, thefc forty-five mil- 
lions amounted to about eighty-five millions of the prcfcnt money of France, 

“ Henry IV. father to this King, was endeavouring to recover France from this date of 
barbarity, when he was this year aflaflinated in his capital, in the midfl of a people whom 
he would have rendered happy.” 

King James I ever entertaining high and arbitrary notions of the extent of his prerogative, 
thought he ha^ a right to grant many patents for very unjuftifiable monopolies, /. e, for the 
foie vending or making of certain merchandize and manufaftures. His people hereupon be- 
came extremely uneafy and loud againft all kinds of thofc pernicious grants, which indeed 
were become very great grievances to the fubjefts. This obliged that King, in this year, to 
revoke all his monopolies, by proclamation. Which revocation, however, was afterwards 
forgotten (as will be feen) by him and his Miniflrers. 

In the early part of this century, there was a prevailing fpirit of adventuring on new plan- 
tations from England, Even the barren and inhofpitable ifiand of Newfoundland was, in 
printed accounts, reprefented as proper for plantation. This drew in the great names of Henry 
Earl of Northampton, the Lord Chief Baron Tanfield, Sir Francis Bacon, then Solicitor- 
General, &c. to join with a number of Brifiol merchants, for obtaining from King James a 
grant of part of Newfoundland, lying between Cape Bonavifta and Cape St. Mary’s ; and a 
colony was accordingly font thither : yet to this day they have never been able to make a 
proper cultivable and ufeful plantation there, any further than is abfolutcly neceflary ; 

Firft, For the famous fifiicry on its banks. 

Secondly, For its fituation in refpcfl to our continent colonics, and to the French North 
American dominions : and, 

Thirdly, For fhclter and iclief of our own flfipping ; and, in all thefe refpefls, that ifiand 
is highly necefiary to be pofiefied by Great Britain, and extremely dangerous in any other 
hands. This patent was in fubftance, 

“ That whereas divers of his fnbjefts were defirous to plant in the fouthern and caftera 
“ parts of Newfoundland, whither the^fubjefts of this realm have for upwards of fifty years 
** paft been ufed annually, in no fmall numbers, to refort to fifli ; intending thereby to fecurc 
** the trade of fifliing to our fubjefts for ever ; as alfo to make fomc advantage of the lands 
thereof, which hitherto have remained unprofitable. And the land being at prcfcnt defli- 
tutc of inhabitants, whereby the King has an undoubted right to difpofe of it. Wherefore 
he nov/ grants to Henry Earl of Northampton,” and forty-four others herein named, 
their heirs and alligns, to be a corporation, with perpetual fucceflioii, &c. by the name of 
the Treafurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the cities of London and Brif- 
tol, for the Colony or Plantation in Newfoundland^ from north latitude forty-fix t6 fifty- 
two degrees, together with the fcas and iflands lying within ten leagues of any part of the 
coaft; and all mines, &c.-— Saving to all his Majefty’s fubjefts the libdrty of fifhing 
there, &c.” 


Mr, 
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Mr. Guy, of Briftol, went thither, as conduftor of the firft colony, who is faiJ to have 
conirafted familiarity and fricndfhip with the natives, living at a diftance from the fouthern 
and eaftern coafts ; and it is pretended that while he remained there, viz. for two years, they 
went on very well. 

In this fame year, the gallant Spanllli Governor of the Philippine Iflcs attacked the Dutch 
Admiral Willart, (who had funk a Spanifh galleon, richly laden, from China) killed him, 
and took three of his four Ihips : whereupon the Spaniards retook from the Dutch the iflands 
of Tidore and Banda. This was the laft fuccefsful ftruggle of Spain, in thofe parts, againft 
the Dutch. 

In the fixteenth volume, p. 694, of the Foed^ra, we have a treaty of commerce and of a 
defenfive alliance between England and France, at London, and for the confirmation of 
former treaties : it was begun in the life-time of King Henry IV. of France ; but, as he was 
murdered before its completion, it was perfefted by his fon Louis XI I J. a minor, under the 
authority of the Qiicen- regent. It is in fubftance, viz. 

“ 1 . King James flipulates, in cafe of France being invaded, to fupply fix thou land foot 
‘‘ foldicrs, armed with either bows, guns, or pikes : and with eight ihips of war, with one 
‘‘ thonfand tvVo hundred fighting men in them : both which were to be at tlie expcnce of 
France. 

“ 11 . On the other hand, France fiiall fupply King James, in the like cafe, with the fame 
number of foldicrs and ihips, when demanded.” Voltaire, as we have juft feen, cxprcfsly 
affirms, that, at this time, France had not one fliip of war. 'Lliis is the fame as the four- 
teenth article in vol, ii. p, 161 — 177, of the Colleftion of Treaties, in four volumes, oftavo, 
publiihed in 1732. 

‘‘ III, If any potentate ftiall detain or arreft any fliips of England, Scotland, or Ireland; 
the French King fliall, in fuch cafe, arreft and detain the lliips of fuch potentate in his 
harbours until ihofe of Britilh fubjefts be releafcd : and King James promifes the like for 
the French King’s fubjefls.” The manner of modern treaties of peace and commerce is 
much more cautions than that of this third article, which furcly flipulates too much on both 
fidcs. 

“ IV. Free liberty to the Eiiglifli fubjcfls in France for the private excrcife of the Pro- 
teftant religion. 

‘‘ V. Three months time allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for the merchants, on both fidcs, 
“ to bring away their effefts. 

“ VI. Security fhall be given by the commanders of the fliips of both parties fetting fail, 
“ not to commit piracy or any other violence to the other party With fevcral other arti- 
clcs againft piratical a£ls. 

VII. The Englifti fliips trading to Bourdeaux and into the river Garonne, fliall not 
hereafter be obliged to land and depolit their arms and ammunition there : neither fliall 

“ the French fliips in England be put to the fame inconvenience: neither fhall thefe pay 
“ the impofition or petty dues in England, called head-money, warranted by no law of 
England. 

VIII. Laftly, with refpeft to all other commercial matters, the treaty of 1606 fliall take 
place.” 

^ "Jlic reader is to take notice, once for all, that although, in the printed Collcftion of 
Treaties, in four volumes, publiflicd in the year 1732, fcveral of fuch treaties differ in length 

H lx a and 
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I6io and form from thofe in the Foedcra, the fubftance being ftill the fame in both ; yet wc have 
judged it fafeft and moft authentic to copy the fubftance of them from the Foedcra, rather than 
from a printed colleftion without the ftamp of authority, which the Foedcra undoubtedly pof- 
feffes. 

In the fame year, i6io, the Dutch Eaft India Company is faid to have divided fifty per 
cont. on their capital. 

Captain'^udfon now made his third and laft attempt for the difeovery of a north-weft paf- 
fage to China. He entered the ftraits and bay of his name, and went one hundred leagues 
further than any one had done before, and proceeded till he was flopped either by ice or Ihoal 
water. He wintered in the bay, took pofleflion of the country, and traded with the natives ; 
giving Englifli names to many ports, bays, and promontories, which they ftill retain on all 
European maps; fuch as Cape James, Cape Henry, Queen Anne’s Foreland, ]^cfircs Provo- 
ked, the Ifte of\.God’s Mercy, King James’s Foreland, Queen Anne’s Cape, ?cc. He was 
fupplied with fwans, geefe, ducks, partridges, kc. But great difeord ariling between him 
and the majority of the Ihip’s company, they mutinied, and moft cruelly turned him and eight 
of his men, who were moftly fick, into an open boat, and they were never heard of more. — 
Thofe mutineers returned home with the fhip, though in great diftrefs for want of provifions, 
&c. the greater part of the ringleaders againft Captain Hudfon lofing their lives in the home- 
ward voyage. 

In this feventh year of King James, the London Adventurers to Virginia, or the firft co- 
lony, obtained that King’s charter, wliich incorporated them by the name of The Treafurer 
and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London for the firft Colony of Vir- 
ginia. This was what was then properly called the Virginia Company, “ They were hereby 
‘‘ empowered to grant and convey lands there to the adventurers and planters ; to appolni a 

council refident in Virginia, to place and difplace officers, &c.” The fiinguiiie hopes en- 
tertained of that colony in thofe times, kept up their fpirlts, and enabled them to bear a great 
cxpence and many difappointmeius patiently ; and although thofe firft adventurers were far 
from being gainers, yet the nation has fince reaped a noble harveft from their endeavours. In 
the tenth year of this King’s reign, he granted them all the illands on the coaft of South Vir- 
ginia. 

i6i I In this year the Ruffia Company fent out a Ihip to difeover Spitzbergen, whofc inhofpitable 
fhores we have already deferibed under the year 1.598. 

And the next year, that company, for the firft time, fent two fiiips thither, piirpofcly for 
the killing of whales, carrying with them fix Bifeayners, expert in the wlialc fifbing : but they 
loft both their fliips, though their men and boats, &c. were faved by a iliip of Hull, then alfo 
at Spitzbergen. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company’s ambaftadors ar envoys, in a folemn embafly to the Em- 
peror of Japan, in the city of Mcaco, are find to have now obtained very advantageous terms 
of commerce, notwithftanding all the oppofition of the Spanilh and Portuguefc agents there. 

Henry, Prince of Wales, now fent out his fervant, Sir Thomas Button, to attempt a dif- 
eovery of a north-weft paflage to China. He entered the bay which bears his name to this 
day, on the fouth fide of Hudfon’s Bay, where he wintered, at a place called Port Nelfon, fo 
named by him from the name of the captain of his Ihip, whom he buried there, ^Hc difeo- 
vered a great continent to the fouth and weft of that bay, to which he gave the names of New 

North 
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1611 North Wales, and New South Wales. He alfo ercflcd a crofs here, on which he fixed the 
arms of England, for the purpofe of afeertaining our right thereunto. 

In vol. xvi. p. 710, of the Foeaera, wc flnd that King James, in imitation of what was done 
in King Edward the Sixth’s time, granted penfions to fcveral foreign Protellant divines, fa- 
mous for their learning, &c. liaving now fettled a pcniion of three hundred pounds per an- 
inim, during plcaAirc, on the famous Ifaac Cafaubon ; and, in the fame year, beftowed on 
him a prebend t)f (..’ante r!)nry. 

•In the fame volume, p. 716, in King James’s defenfvc alliance with feveral (ierrnan Elec- 
tors and Princes, in tins year, he engaged to fupply them with four thoufand foot-foldicrs, on 
account of their mtercfllng themfeivcs in the difputed fucceiTion -to the duchies of Julicrs, 
Bergs, and Cjevcs ; the pay of thofc troops, in ftcrling money, was to be as follows, viz. 

j. T he colonel-general, or commander in chief, per day, - - - 5 o o 

2. A colonel, per day, - - . - . _ _ . . - l oo 

3. A lieutenant-colonc!, - - - - - - - - - -060 


4. A ferjeant-major, - - - - - > _ _ 050 

And the whole four thoufand foldicrs, with a captain to each company, per day, 156 6 8 
In the tenth voyage of the Eaft India Company, in this year, at Surat, our people had an 
opportunity ofobferving the immenle commerce of the Portuguefe in thofc parts ; feeing no 
fewer than twm hundred and forty fail of their merchant flrips in one fleet, bound for Cam- 
haya : ncvcrtlielefs, two of our fhips foon after fought and defeated four of their great galleons, 
and twenty-fix frigates from Goa, fent in purfuit of them ; which caufed great joy to the In- 
dians at Surat, by whom the Portuguefe were rimeh hated, and who w'erc foon to lofe the bulk 


of this mighty commerce. 


Siden Mulcy, King of Fez, having ahotit this time made himfelf mailer of the kingdom of 
Morocco, with much (laughter; and King Philip III. of Spain having, by agreement, fup- 
plicd him witli money and affulance therein, in rcconipcncc thereof, the llrong fort of Lara- 
che, or Alarachc, on the African ihore, was delivered into King Philip's hands. 

About this year, or perlups the preceding one, according to fomc, Pliilip III. of Spain, 
tlirough the inlligatioit of his bigotted clergy, committed a moll final millakc in point of true 
politics, in expelling the moll indullrious and ufeful people of his kingdom, viz. the Moors 
and Jews Hill left in that country ; which expullion was alfo attended with great cruelty. 

Webavefeen, under the year 1492, that a period was then put to the Moorifli dominion 
in Spain ; and that vail numbers of both Moors and Jews were tlien expelled that country, al- 
though there Hill remained great numbers of both thofc forts of people in Spain, cfpecially in 
the provinces of (Mile, Andalulia, and Valencia. A fubfequent rebellion of them in 15G8 
was not quite fupprclfed, as wc have alfo feen, till two years after, wherein alfo vail numbers* 
of both Moors and Jews were flanghtcred. I'he remainder of both thofc people were either 
expelled, or were obliged to profefs the Catholic religion by baptifm ; and if they afterwards 
rclapfed, they were delivered over to the horrible baiharicy of the inquilition : they were there- 
fore llilcd new Chriilians, Come of whom became ccclefiallics, and were in high flations- 
though, it is faid, they were all cither Mahometans or Jews in their hearts, and that one' mil- 
lion two hundred thoufand of both thofc kinds of people lliil remained In Spain, under the 
difguife of being new Clirillians. 

King Philip II. could never be prevailed on to proceed to extremities againll thofe unliappy 
people, though it had been often propofed by his council; but his fon, Philip HI. being a 

much 
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1611 much weaker Prince, and confequently much led by the clergy, was drawn into this crutlfyv 
Thefc unhappy objefts of tyrannical bigotry, were faid to have folicited the' protedlion ot 
France, of England, of the Dutch, of the King of Morocco, and of the Grand Signior; be- 
ing juftly apprehenlive that their inveterate foes, the clergy, would fooncr or later bring about 
their deftrudlion. Rumours alfo had been fpread at this time of their intending, on a (Jood 
Friday, tg^butcher all the old Chriftians. Upon fuch funnifes, and on fimilar pretexts, King 
Philip feized on all their eflatcs, and expelled them his kingdom in the moil cruel manner. — 
Ihiefts were dragged from the altars — judges from the benches — hufbands from the arms of 
their wives-r-and wives from their hufbands ; — not fparing even fuch officers of the crown as 
were allied to the moft ancient Cliriftian families. Many of thofc miferable people were tranf- 
.ported to JBarbary, where they joined the race ofthofe before expelled, in their revenge for 
Spanifh cruelties. Mezerai fays, That fcarcc a fourth part of them were able to picierve 
** their wretched lives : for being. looked upon as infidels by tbe Chriftians, and as Chrillia’is 
by the infidels, to whom they fled, they encountered cruelties and death in various lliapcs. 
Some were drowned by the very mariners who pretended to tranfport them ; others were 
“ maflacred by the Moors of Barbary.” In Winwood’s Memorials, vol. iii. Mr. (afterwards 
Lord) Cottington, the Englifh miniftcr at Madrid, writes to Mr. Trumbull, the Englilh refi- 
dent at Bruflels, “ That the Spanifli King had made vaft preparations for delUoying the Mo- 
“ rifeoes of the kingdom of Valencia; having, for that end, sfflembled eighty-five gallics, 
‘‘ twenty fhips, and feventy thoufand foldiers. At one inftant they feized on all the towns 
and villages in the kingdom,” (Valencia) proclaiming therein, that within three days, 
‘‘ upon pain of death, they fliould repair to the fea-fide, there to be embarked. Many, fcar- 
“ ing what fliould afterwards be done to them, attempting to fly, were immediately execu- 
“ ted : the reft, which, they fay, will be at leaft eighty thoufand houlholds, have daily tlieir 
hands bound, and fo put on board. What they will do with them, or whither they will 
carry them, is yet kept fecrct. Some fay there is a commiffion given to put them all on 
Ihore ill Barbary ; and others, which I rather believe, that it is to caft them all into the lea.” 
“ Pojlfcrip't , — 1 can almoft aflure you, that they have and will throw into the lea, of men. 
women, and children, above three hundred thoufand perfons. A cruelty never before heard. 
‘‘ of in any age fays Lord Cottington. 

TTantum religin potnit fuadcrc malorum ? 

In another letter to the fame, he fays, ‘‘ That three of the beft galleons, and three fmaller 
fhips were loft in a tempeft, all fraught with Moors : our Morifeoes,” (or Moors) not- 
“ withftandlng we have embarked at leaft eighty thoufand of them, arc nour above tv^nty 
‘‘ thoufand ftrong in the mountains.” — In another, our Moors, on the Mountains, are, 

through famine, forced to come down : their King is hanged in Valencia, with Ibinc fev; 
others, and the reft arc embarked for Barbary : we now begin to clear Caftile, Eftremadura, 
“ and Andalufia, of Morifeoes alfo. — I’hey are to be gone withiir thirty days.’^ — In another, 
We here turn out our Morifeoes, without fuffering them to carry in fpecie, or in leucis, 
“ any kind of gold or filver.” 

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV. makes the number of thofc Moors, expelled by King 
Philip III. to have been near eight hundred thoufandj perfons : though, on the contrary,” 
fays this author, very juftly, “ he ought rather to have invited more to come into his king- 

dom, 
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clom, if it be’ true, that the number of lubjefts couftitutes the wealth and ftrength of mo- 
“ narcbs.’^ 

"f^his, and farmer expulfions, deprived Spain of vaft numbers of her moft ingenious and in- 
duftrious people, who, had they been treated with moderation, might have been gradually 
brought over to the Catholic religion. Now, if to thefe lofles of people be added, thofc great 
numbers fent out for the planting and continually recruiting of their vail American colonics ; 
we cannot be furprized, that there are now, by fome accounts, fcarce five millions of people 
in all the kingdom of Spain, though about thrice as large as the illaiid of Great Britain, where- 
in are about twice that number of people. By fuch depopuiations, and by their bigotry, la- 
ziiKls, and pride, that fine country, from being bnee one of the moft populous, as well as 
bell cultivated in all Europe, is become a barren folitude. Mezerai obferves, that the Moors 
in Spain had fo far improved the lands, as to make them yield more by one third part, to the 
landlords, than the Spanifli tenants could do ; wherefore, when King Philip III. now expel- 
led them, he gave the nobles and gentry one fourth part of the plunder, by way of rccom- 
pcncc. The Moors left behind them in Spain very illuftrious marks of their long dominion 
there ; feeing moft: of the eminent cities, caftles, and palaces, and alfo cathedral churclies, 
which formerly were mofqucs, remaining even to this day, were built by them ; they being 
accounted more ingenious, as well as more induftrious in bufinefs, than the Spaniards. 

Wc thought ourfclvcs obliged to dwell the longer on this article, of the expulfion of the 
Moors and Jews from Spain, that it might prove a iifcful memento to us, and to all wife 
nations, never to fuffer a bigoted clergy to poifon the court and country with their perfecuting 
principles. A numerous-, frugal, and induftrious commonalty being the greateft riches, glorv, 
and ftrength of a well-ordered ftate. 

The great King Henry IV. of France had, in the year 1604, erc£led an Eall India Com- 
pany in France, which iicvertliclcfs did not take place in his reign ; but his fon, Louis XII L 
further encouraged the Company by a new charter : and in 1615, this Company font out fhips 
and took pofleflion of the great ifle of Madagafcar, which, not anfwcring expeftation, the 
Company and trade was wholly dropped. 

In moft, if not all, the new branches of trade difeovered by the Englilh, in the latter part 
of the laft, and the former part of the prefent century, we may obferve, . that the Dutch gene- 
rally followed clofe at their heels. This has been fecn in the Ruflia trade, the north-eaft and 
north-weft attempts for a paftage to China, See. in planting in America, in the circumnavi- 
gations of the terraqueous globe, and in the Eaft India commerce. It is true, De Witt, in 
his Intereft of Holland, if he was the author of that judicious book, as is generally believed, 
reports the Dutch to have made early attempts for the whalc-fiihing, at Spitzbergen, to which 
parts, whether a cluftcr of illes, or a continent, is Hill uncertain, they probably gave that 
name. Yet as the mariners of the port of Hull were, long before, much in the fifliery, at and 
about the North Cape of Norway Lapland, it feeiiis probable, that the Dutch learned the way 
to Spitzbergen from them, as they had before the way to Rulfia, although the latter looked on 
Spitzbergen as only a part of the vaft region of Greenland; and therefore, even in our own 
days, we ftill continue generally to call it Greenland. 

The Hollanders, being ernboldcned by their late truce with Spain, now venture down to 
the Levant fcas for traffic ; and, in imitation of the Englifli, they now fend, for the firft time, 
an ambaflador to the Grand Siguior at Conftantiuople, v^dicre he concluded a favourable treaty 
of commerce for his matters. 
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i6ii This year is generally fixed on as the firft time that the Dutch or Hollanders gained footing 
in Japan ; and it is faid, that by the year 1616, they were the only European people permitted 
to trade or refide there. The invidious ftory of their artful anfwer to the Japan cfc, upon 
being afked if they were Chriftians, is much more like a Portuguefe calumny than the real 
truth. For, as the Hollanders had wormed the Portuguefe quite out of all trade or refort to 
Japan, ij^is far from being improbable that their priefts invented that deteftable calumny, to 
render them odious every where ; and we have the greater reafoii for this fuppofition, as the 
Portuguefe jefuits, we know, were alfo very liberal of their falfe and cruel inveflives againft 
both the Englilh and Dutch, at the court of the Great Mogul, and elfewhere in India, upon 
a vain prefumption that their nation, being the firft difeoverers of a pafTage by fea to India, 
had the foie right to trade thither. 

In this fame year, the abfolutc fovcrcignty of the dukedom, now kingdom of Pruflia, was 
confirmed by ISidand to the eIc<ftoraI houfe of Brandenburgh. 

In the fame year the gallics of the Duke of Florence deftroyed forty-two belonging to the 
Turks, and took one. 

Many eminent hiftorians and chronologcrs flonrifl?.ed at and about this time; as Hclvicus, 
Calvifius, Thuanus, Spondanus, &c. 

1612 From the year 1598, to 1612, the Englifti went on, nurivalled, with their whalc-fiflFing at 
Greenland. But in the laft year, when the Hollanders firft reforted thither, fonie of the Eng- 
lifh Ruffia Company’s fiiips, outward-bound, feized on the whale-oil of the Dutch, and on 
their fifliing-tacklc, &c. and obliged them to return home, with a menace, that if ever they 
were found on thofe feas hereafter, they would make prizes of both fhips and cargoes ; their 
mafler, the King of Great Britain, having the foie right to that fifhery, in virtue, as they al- 
leged, of the firft difeovery l;liereof, and of Spitzbergen ; and in the following year the Eng- 
lifh feized on, and brought home two of thole Dutch Ihips, deeming them legal prizes. 

The Hollanders now join the Hans-towns in a complaint to Chriftian IV. King of Den- 
mark, of the heavy additional toll which, lince the commencement of his war with Sweden, 
he had impofed on all fhips pafling the Sound. Whereupon that King gave them the choice 
of a hard alternative, viz. either to continue to pay that new toll, or elfe to let their merchan- 
dize be tlienceforth carried up the Baltic in Danifh bottoms. The Lubeckers being, from 
their lituation, peculiarly afFe£led by that toll, loudly complain to the Emperor, whofc redrefs, 
if ever to be hoped for, being like to he, as ufual, very flow, they make a league with tlic 
Hollanders for the mutual proteftion of their commerce and navigation, determining to 
fend an armed force to the Sound for that end : for the expcncc whereof, fevcn-cightli parts 
was to be borne by Holland, and the other eighth part by Lubeck. This alliance was to laft: 
eleven years, during which the other Hans-towns might come into it. Accordingly, after- 
wards, the cities of Magdeburgh, Brunfwick, Roftock, Straelfund, and Lunenburgh, agreed 
to pay each one per cent, and Wifmar, Gripfwald, and Anclam, each one lialf percent, at 
their aflembly held at Brunfwick ; Hamburg and Bremen are alfo mentioned by Werdenhagen, 
vol. ii. without afeertaining their quotas, d'hc Lubeckers alfo carncftly reprefented to tlie 
Emperor, that the Danes had feized and detained their fhips and merchandize bound to Swe- 
den: and the King of Denmark replied, that the Lubeckers had fair notice before-hand, that 
if they carried on any corrcfpondence with his enemies, he would make prize of them. And 
with refpeft to the toll, which he had laid on fhips palling the Sound, during his war with 
Sweden, that was no more than what other Princes do, in like cafes. For that he was 

“ fovercign 
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r&i2 ‘‘ Sovereign Lord of xX\t'R:iK\c^tz (Maris Baltici) or Sound j the dominion whereof vva<i 
tranfmilted to him by his anccflors ; feeing a great part of his territories border on that fea ; 
wherefore he will never fuffer his title to his fald fovereignty in the Baltic to be called in 
queftion.” Probably, however, he meant only that part of it called the Sound- 
My Lord Molcfworth, in his account of Denmark, as it was in the year 1692, chap. iii. 
fays, ‘‘ This paflage of the . Sound, (or Ore Sound) being agreed to be the only pafliige into 
‘‘ and from the Baltic Sea, the great belt became quite neglefted. — But there being no fixed 
rule or treaty whereby to be governed with regard to the different hulk of the Ihips of fo 
‘‘ many different nations, the Danes, in procefs of time, began to grow arbitrary, and exafled 
more or lefs, according to ‘the ftrength or weaknefs of thofc they had to deal with, or to their 
fricndfhip or difenntent with the fcveral nations to whom the fhips belonged : the Emperor,* 
Charles V. thereupon concluded (at Spire) a treaty with Denmark, in behalf of his Nether- 
land fubjcfts, who had great traffic in the Baltic, whereby every (hip of two hundred tons and 
“ under, with her lading, fKould pay two rofe nobles, /. about thirty fliillings fterling, at Its 
“ entrance into, or return from the Baltic; and every fhip above two hundred tons, with her 
lading, lliould pay three rofe nobles ; which agreement remained In force till the Seven Pro- 
‘‘ Vinces fliook off the Spanilli yoke, of which the Danes taking advantage, raifed the toll on 
“ the Hollanders to an extravagant height. ; This brought on the alliance between the Dutch 
“ and Lubcckers already mentioned, which, ia the end, brought the Danes to reafon. Yet, in 
“ after-times, the Hollanders paid more or lefs, according as fortune was favourable or advciTe 
to them, till the year 1647, when the firft formal treaty was made, by them with Denmark, as 
fovereigns, for forty years, at the expiration whereof, in the year 1687, another treaty was 
made, and that expiring in 1691, there remained in force only the ancient treaty of Spire. 
As for England’s treaties with Denmark on this point, they were grounded on and have 
reference to thofc of the Dutch, with a covenant,” faysS his Lordfhip, “ that England ffiall 
be treated { ianquam gens Mmlc'ijftma) on the foot of the moft favoured nation, excepting 
‘‘ always Sweden, whofclliips paid no toll at all, as by their treaty of the year 1644.” Yet 
fincc, (viz. in the year 1720) the Swedes engaged, by treaty to pay as all other nations. — Tt is 
but about one hundred and feventy years ago that the Danilh court firft began to raife the roll, 
and to impofe a feparate tax on the merchandize of each ftiip. For that end, in the year 1640, 
the Danifli court printed a book of rates, viz. a fhip of two hundred tons laden caftward with 
faft, to pay three hundred and thirty-four rixdollars and twenty- four ftivers. Ditto, laden 
with rye from the eaft, one hundred and eighty-four dollars and twenty-four ftivers. So that 
the charges of a fhip of that burden, with its outward and homeward cargoes, amounted to 
five hundred and nineteen rixdollars : and, at that time, the whole tax yielded about three 
hundred thoufand rixdollars to the Danifh treafury. Hereupon, the Dutch united with Swe- 
den, in 1643, and attacked Denmark by fea and land, fo that, the Danifh court was obliged to 
reduce the tolls, (on an average, we prefume) to two hundred and forty-four rixdollars in all, 
on fliip and cargo. The Hollanders, however, not fatisfied with that reduftion, brought 
Denmark to a new treaty in the yean 646, by which, each fhip and cargo was reduced to 
one hundred rixdollars in all, both outward and homeward. Since which reduftion, the en- 
tire toll of the Sound has not yielded two hundred and fifty thoufand rixdollars. The Danes 
raifing this toll fo high, proved, it feems, the occafion of their lofing fome of their heft pro- 
vinceS to Swedcn.—;The Englifti and Dutch have ever paid this vAl with reluftance, and 
Avould never allow of any kind of fearching, or even flopping their (hips, and the Danes (favs 
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1.6 12 his Lordfhip) are content to take the Mafter of the veilel’s word for the quality and quantity 
of his lading, not thinking it prudent to urge the point further, left we ihould enqiiirc too 
narrowly into their original right, and into their ability to maintain it. For whilft we and 
the Dutch are content to pay this toll, all the other petty princes and ftates do it without mur- 
mur : but if we once break the chain, they would fliakc off tlieir part of it likcwife. N.ow if, 
from what his Lordlhip fays in the ninth chapter, the whole revenue of Denmark was but 
two million two hundred and twenty-two thoufand rixdollars, it cannot be furprizing that the 
toll of the Sound, when at the higheft, has been often faid, to be the brighteft jewel in the 
Danifli crown. 

By the intereft of a Dutchman, who was this year in great favour with the King of Ceylon, 
his countrymen, of the Dutch Eaft India Company, found irieans to obtain a favourable trea- 
ty with that King, who thereby engaged to deliver annually to that Company all the cinnamon 
ef the ifland, — to exempt them from fcveral taxes, — and to allow free commerce thither to no 
other European nation ivithout their leave,— and alfo to difpofe of all his precious Hones to 
them alone, — and, laftly, to allow them half the cuftoms of the iOand, &c. (fays Baldxus, a 
Dutch preacher at Ceylon, who publifhed his Account of Ceylon at Amfterdara, in the year 
1672). Yet the contefts of the Dutch for fecuring their conquefts of the Molucca Spice If- 
lands prevented their being able at this time to improve that treaty fo far as to drive the Por- 
luguefe out of Ceylon, who were guarded againft the encroachments made by the Dutch, and 
had alfo violent quarrels with the faid King of Ceylon. 

The very high and peremptory words of the Danilh court we have, verbatim, tranflated 
from Werdenhagen : but although the crown of Denmark was then fovereign of both fliorcs 
of the Sound, (as being poftelled of Schonen, lince yielded to Sweden) yet then and ever lince, 
the reft of the potentates of Europe have rather, by common confent, acquiefeed in this toll, 
(fays Lord Molcfworth) on account of a lighthoufe maintained by that crown, as of old alfo 
on account of guarding thofe feas againft pirates, and perhaps for other political rcafons, than 
from the bare claim of the Danifli fovereignty.— See Queen Elizabeth’s inftruftions to her am- 
baffador treating with the Danes, in the year 1602, at Bremen, p. 207. 

An equilibrium feems now to be requifite to be preferved, by the other powers of Europe, 
between the two northern crowns ; lince, fliould one fovereign poffefs both, as was once the 
cafe before commerce was become confidcrabic in Europe, it would be too much in his power 
to impofe tolls at his pleafurc in that Sound, through which, at prefent, every fovejreign in 
Europe may poffibly judge they have a right to claim an Independent freedom of navigation ; 
from which claim, when impofitions were complained of, have fprung feveral expeditions of 
Englifli and Dutch fleets into that fca within the laft one hundred and twenty years. Of 
this famous Sound, being four miles in breadth, and every wlicrc of fufficient depth, (ac- 
cording to fome) it is faid, the caftles on each fliorc could not cffcftually command the chan- 
iiels, even when one fovereign poflclTcd both fliorcs, without Denmark’s keeping a guard- 
fliip of fufficient force, to oblige all merchant fliips to flop and pay the toll there : but then 
the oppofing thereof would oblige foreign nations to fend a naval convoy with all their trad- 
ing Blips thither. 

Inconcliffion, the Hollanders having brought King James the Firft, of England, to join 
with them and the Hans Town in this complaint, which they laid before the States of Den- 
mark, then poffeff.ng a free conftitution, in the year 1613,— his Danifli Majcftjr, the fame 
t year, 
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1612 year, annulled the faid new toll, leaving only the ancient toll which fubfifted before the war 
with Sweden. 

In the years 1613 and 1615, there were two treaties concluded between the Dutch Republic 
and the Hans Towns, for this end, viz. the firft with Lubcck alone ; the fecond with that city 
and fcveral other Hans-towns, both being for their mutual defence againft any fuch encroacli- 
ments. Which defenfive treaties,' though they did not mention Denmark exprefsly, had, how- 
ever, the defired cfFeft for many years to come. 

The reader is to take notice, that the above dates of this memorable tranfadlion are taken 
merely on Werdenhagen’s credit, who feemed fo much mailer of this fubjeft, as to venture to 
correft Thuanus concerning the fame. 

This effort of the declining Hans-towns to draw the Dutch into a confederacy with them 
for the freedom of commerce, by the powerful conjunftion of England, produced the defired 
effeft. Yet, in general, it was unlikely that any durable confederacy, and much lefs an union, 
as fome then propofed, could take place betwcen the Dutch and fo great a number of widely 
difperfed towns, whofe interefts were, and are almoft as different as their fituations ; over- 
awed alfo, as they were, by the greater potentates near them, fince they have become fo ftrong 
in (hipping. Such an union, therefore, could not be advantageous to the Dutch, whofe 
aim always was, to gain ground every where in commerce, and who now for more than a cen- 
tury have engrofled the greateft part of the trade of the Baltic, and have thereby rendered mod 
of the Hanfeatic ports on tliat fea as empty of good (hipping, as their exchanges are now of 
rich merchants. 

About this time alfo, (fays Werdenhagen, vol. ii. part 5, p. 105) the Swedes treated as ene- 
mies all fuch merchant (hips as did not take out licenfes from their King, for liberty to trade 
thither. So that the Eafterling Hans-towns, being prefled with difficulties on every fide, were 
obliged to rclinqui(h a confiderable part of their ancient commerce, which gradually brought 
on their prefent great declcnfion. 

Ireland, having been very much exhaufted of people by former wars and rebellions, King 
James the Firft, finding it now in peace, thought it a proper time to improve it : he accord- 
ingly divided th^ whole kingdom into counties, appointed regular circuits of the judges ; and 
(fays Sir James Ware, in his Hiftorical Relations) ** the benefit and proteftion of the laws 
of England were communicated to all, as well Irifh as Englifh; whereby the Irifli were 
reclaimed from their wildncfs, — to cut off their glibs and long hair,-r“to convert their man- 
tics into cloaks,— and to conform themfelvcs to the manner of England, in all their beha- 
viour and outward forms, — The poffeffion and limits of lands were fettled, whereby the 
hearts of the people were alfo fettled, and they were now encouraged to build and plant, and 
to improve the commodities of the lands ; whereby the yearly value thereof is already in- 
“ creafed double of what it was within thefc few years ; as is alfo the crown revenue. — En- 
** couragenicnt has been given to the maritime towns and cities, as well to increafe their trade 
of merchandize, as to chcrilh mechanical arts and fciences. — Alfo he granted markets and 
fairs in all counties, anderefted corporate towns among them.— So that, until the begin- 
V ningof his Majefty’s reign , i e. King James the Firft, in whofe reign our faid author 
wrote, Ireland was never entirely fubdued and brought under obedience to the crown of 
England.’* 

Sir John Davis juftly remarks, in many places of his ufcful treatife on this fubje£t, what bad 
policy it was in England, that, for the fpacc of three hundred and fifty years, at Icaft, after 
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1612 tlKfirft attempt of Ireland’s conqueft, the Englifh laws were not communicated to the Irllhr, 
nor the benefit and proteftion thereof allowed unto them, though they earneftly defired the 
fame.— ^ As if it was intended to keep a perpetual feparation and enmity between the Englilh 
and Irilh ; fo that a continual war was kept up between them till this happy time that a com* 
“ plete conqueft was now made of that entire ifland.” 

• Morej\»cr, for the prevention of future rebellions, King James having, in the year 1609^ 
propofed to the city of London, the making of an Englifti fettlcmem in a part of the province 
of Ulftcr, then much depopulated and deferted ; and the city having accepted of his Majefty's 
propofal, and railed, as we have feeii under the year 1609, the fum of twenty thoufand pounds 
for the making of a new fcttlement there, (the late rebellious old Irifli inhabitants of Ulfter 
being all tranfplanted into the province of Connaught, where to this day their pofterity inha- 
bit) fent thither about three hundred perfons, of all forts of handicrafts and occupations, in 
the year 1612, ^principally intended for the re-peopling of Derry (thence on this account 
named London-derry) and Coleraine, — two hundred houfes to be built in the former, and one 
hundred in the latter. The King allb erefted Derry into a biflioprick, and Coleraine into a 
corporation. 

A corporation was accordingly eftabliftied in London for that end, under the name of,— The 
Governor and Committee of the Irifli Society, to be annually elefted out of the Court of Al- 
dermen and Common Council, for the management of the lands and fiiheries of that part of 
Ireland. Yet, it feems. King James thought the magiftrates of the city of London were not 
expeditious enough therein : for, in the year 1613, he fent for that newly crefted corporation 
to Greenwich, and reprimanded them for their dilatorinefs, &c. Whereupon the city fent 
over to Ulfter an Alderman and a Commoner, with fome furveyors, who fettled that new 
colony to the fatlsfaftion of both the King and the city : and the lands and the fiflieries have 
been llnce greatly improved, to the confiderable benefit of that part of Ireland ; it being a very 
valuable* eftate polTefled (0 this day by the city of London, in its corporate capacity, con- 
dufted, as above-mentioned, by a Governor, Deputy, and Committee, 

In this fame year 1612, a contraft of marriage being concluded between the Lady Elizabeth^ 
daughter of King Janies L of Great Britain, and Frederic, Eleftor Palatine, it was agreed, 
that her portion fliould be forty thoufand pounds fterling ; which the record in Rymer’s Foe- 
dera, vol. xvi, p. 722, faysf “ was according to the cuftom of England,” (fecundum confucte- 
dlncm Angl'ta), Now, where to find this cuftom, before this one iiiftancc, will, we imagine, 
be very difficult o^ rather irapoflible. The laft marriage of any female of the royal family was 
that of Queen Mary, in the year 1 554, to Philip, fon to tlie Emperor Charles V. afterwards 
PJiilip IL King of Spain : but, as that Princefs was aflually in the fecond year of her own 
reign, there neither was nor could be any portion ftipulated with tl\at Emperor, who, indeed 
agreed, that Jier dowry fliould be fixty thoufand pounds, Flcmifli money, per annum, viz^ 
Forty thoufand pounds out of Spain, and twenty thoufand pounds from Brabant, Flanders, 
Hainault, and Holland. The very lateft proper inftance then of any marriage portion of la- 
dies of the royal family is that of Henry the Eighth’s will, (under the year 1546) which wc 
have given in its place, whereby he bequeaths “ ten thoufand pounds to each of his two 
“ daughters at their marriages, or a larger fum, at the difcrction of our executors.” — Foedera, 
vol. XY. p. 1 10. ^ 

The next preceding treaty of marriage was between King Henry the Eighth, in the year 
1522, and the Emperor Charles the Fifth, then on a vifit to England (as delivered by Rapin, 
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1612 and other hiftorlans) for the marriage of the latter with King Henry’s daughter Mary, (when 
fhe ftiould be twelve years of age,) whereby King Henry ftipulates* to give with her a portion 
of four hundred thoufand crowns ; a much larger fum than forty thoufand pounds. We need 
not obferve that this contraft never took place : and, indeed, feems not to have been any 
other than an oftentatious complini|cnt. — The next immediately preceding this treaty of mar- 
riage, was that under the year 1518, (Foedcra, vol. xiii. p. 632) whereby King Henry the 
]{,iglith ft'ipulatcs to give a portion of three hundred and thirty thoufand French cio\vns with 
his faid infant daughter Mary, to the Dauphin, King Francis the Firfe’s fon.— And the next 
preceding one, was in the year J5 14, fFoedera, vol xiii. p. 423) whereby Mary, the fecond 
daughter of King Henry VII. was to have four hundred thoufand gold crovyns when married, 
as Ihc afterwards was, to King Louis XI L of France. In 1508, as wc have feen, this fame 
lady Was, by her father’s treaty, to have two hundred and fifty thoufand gold crowns, when 
married to Charles, grandfon of the Emperor Maximilian ; Ibid, vol. xiii. p. 173. — And the 
next preceding treaty of marriage was in 1500, (Foedcra, vol.xii. p. 787) when King Henry 
the Seventh contrafts with King James the Fourth, of Scotland, to give his eld:it d iUghter 
Margaret in marriage, her portion to be thirty thoufand gold nobles, being exaAly ten 

thoufand pounds fterling. And the next and laft marriage treaty wc lhall mention, 

was between King Edward IV. of England, and King James III. of Scotland, .in 1474, 
whereby Cecily, Edward’s daughter, was, on her marriage with James, the infant Prince of 
Scotland, to have twenty thoufand marks fterling, (Foedera, vol. xi. fol. 824.) Thus we fee, 
that, as far as hiftory and records can make out, there was no fuch cuftom as is above alleg- 
ed : and that the royal portions were fometimes more and fometiincs Icfs than the fum in quef- 
tion, according to the humour or political views of the contraAing parties. Poffibly, King 
James himfclf had fome political reafon for inferring that clanfe in this fliid contraft with the 
Elcftor. Unlefs by the faid words, “ according to the cuftom of England,” no more was 
really intended by the King, than what the Kings of England were accuftoracd to give, as 
portions, in general with their daughters on their marriage ; which cuftom was the fame in 
every otlicr court in Chriftendom, and therefore that claufe could not fairly admit of this 
conftrudlion. This therefore was the firft identical forty thoufand pounds ever given as a 
royal marriage portion. According to the faid contraft, “ the I.ady Elizabeth’s houfhoki 
“ was to confift of thirty-fix men fervants and thirteen women fervants, bcfidcs thofe belong- 
‘‘ ing to the ftablcs.” 

And, (Foedera, vol. xvi. p. 724.) the fame year, we find King James taking the benefit of 
a ftatute of the twenty-fifth year of King Edvvard the Third, which enabled the King to levy 
a reafonablc aid for the marriage of his cldctt daughter ; having illued his precepts to the 
Iheriffs of the fevcral counties for the levying thereof : which was the very fame with that he 
levied in i6og, for making his eldcft fon a knight, viz. twenty {hillings on every knight’s-fcc; 
and the like on every twenty pounds per annum on all lands held of the crown in foccage. 
Which aid was alfo (we conceive) the laft of the kind raifed by any of our Kings. 

In p. 725, ibid, we find it agreed, that the before-named forty thoufand pounds was to be 
paid in two years, by four payments often thoufand pounds each half year. And the lady’s 
dowry was to be ten thoufand pounds fterling yearly; befides one thoufand five hundred 
pounds yearly to be paid her during the Elector’s life, for her privy purfe. The falaries of 
hcr*officers arc alfo fixed thereby in fterling money, viz. niaftcr of her hoifthold, per annum, 
fi3;:ty-fix pounds thirteen {hillings and four-pence. — Her fccrctary, fifty pounds. — The n after 
3 ' of 
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1612 of her horfe, fifty pounds. — To four gentlemen, (waiters) each twenty pounds. — To her 
chaplain, fifty pounds. — And to her phyfician, fifty pounds, &c. 

In the following year, that afterward-unfortunate Eleftor and his fpoufc were conveyed 
over to Flanders in great ftate, by the Lord Admiral, Earl of Nottingham, with eight of the 
King’s Ihips, befide tranfports with baggage, &c. 

. In this fame year, or, as fome are of opinion, two years fooncr, the Danes firft began to 
refort to tfic Eaft Indies, whitlier they have ever fince carried on a commerce, and have a good 
fort and town, begun to be fettled in or about the year 1617, on the coaft of Coromandel, 
called Tranquebar ; though their trade is not at this time very confiderable. 

In the fame year 1612, the clufter offmall and very rocky iflands, fituated between Europe 
and America, and named the Bermuda or Summer Iflcs, in the north latitude of thirty-two 
and one-half degrees (five hundred miles direftly Eafi: from Carolina) was firft planted by the 
Englifh. They had, almoft one hundred years before, been difeovered by one Bermuda, a 
Spaniard, but were never fettled before this time. Sir George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, 
in their voyage to Virginia, in the year. 1609, were fhip-wrecked there, and lived there nine 
months ; and having built a Ihip of their cedar wood, they failed from thence to Virginia. 
They left two men in the largcft ifle, who were found alive in 1612, w'hcn they firft planted 
a colony there. And from the firft-named gentleman they were named the Somers Ifles, now 
vulgarly the Summer Ifles, though the firft name of Bermuda is moftly ufed. Sir George 
Somers was, it feems, a fecond time driven on thofc ifles, and died there. But thofe who 
were with him, on their arrival in England, made fo favourable a report of the beauty and 
fertility of them, that the Virgiiria Company (who, as firft difeoverers, claimed the property) 
fold them to about one hundred and twenty perfons, to whom King James I. granted a char- 
ter. And, in this year 1612, they fettled one hundred and fixty perfons on the largeft of 
them, named St. George’s ifle, and fent afterwards five hundred more people thither, in the 
year 1619 ; whereupon they inftituted an aflcmbly, with a governor and council. Some have 
reckoned the iflands four hundred in number ; but moft of them too fmall to have any name, 
they being all circumferibed within the compafs of little more than about forty-feven leagues. 
St. George’s, the largcft, is naturally fortified almoft quite round by rocks*, and wlierc there 
is any landing place they have forts and batteries ; and their only two luarbours arc alfo very 
well fortified. They at firft planted fome tobacco ; but it did not anfwer expeflation. They 
arc faid to have had the fineft oranges in the world, alfo mulberries, olives, &c. and the 
nobleft of cedar trees. Yet they produce very little ftaple commodities fit for exportation, ex- 
cepting their cedar floops, with which they trade, and fell them at the Weft Indies, and fome 
provifions : with the gain of which trade tlicy are enabled to pay Great Britain for all the nc- 
ceflarics they arc conftantly fupplied with. It was afterwards,- like Virginia, made a regal 
government, and fo it ftill continues. As thefe ifles lie fo remote from America, there were 
no people found thereon when the Englifli planted them ; but they found plenty of hogs, 
which the Spaniards had left there, as they likewife did on many other uninhabited ifles, that 
they might afterwards, in cafe of fhipwrcck or ftorms, find fuftcnancc thereon. Two mif- 
fortuncs the Bermudians have attending them, viz. Firft, A want of freflt water. Secondly, 
They are often attacksd by furious winds, ftorms, thunder, &c. At their principal ifland of 
St. George, as well as at their chief town, lafge fhips may fafely enter, and be fccurc from 
enemies, both harbours being fo well fortified, that an enemy may be eafily kept 'out : and 
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1612 this is, probably, the principal reafon for Britain’s keeping thofe inconfidcrable and much 
worn out iiles j they lying fo much in the way of our enemies, (in whofe power they ought 
never to be) as well as of our own fliipping; there being no produftions there but what 
may be had in our other plantations. Their tobacco is, by no means, fo good as that 
of Virginia. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company now fent thither one fhlp, carrying 8ir Robert Shirleys 
who was difpatchcd by King James, as his ambaflador to Perfia, and with him Sir Thomas 
Powelh who obtained of the Perfiaii court certain privileges for that company. This fliip 
returned home with a lading of pepper, from Sumatra and Bantam, in the year 1614 ; being 
ufually reckoned the .twelfth voyage of this company. 

In the fame year, James Hall and William Baffin failed as high in Hudfon’s Bay as latitude 
fixty-five degrees twenty-minutes, for the purpofe of obtaining a paflage to China, in vain. 
They alfo made trial of a fuppofed mine there, which had been dug by f'nne Danes, but found 
it totally unproduftive. 

"Idle Spaniards and PbrtUguefe ftill continuing to infift, that none but themfclvcs had any 
right to iail beyond the Equinoftial Line ; in order to’ confute that declaration the learned 
Hugo Grotius, on the part of his own country of Holland, came forth with his ever-famous 
finall Latin treatife, entitled, Mare Ltberurfiy Jive de jure ^uod Batavis competit ad Indlcayia 
Cf)mmcrciay Differ tatioi *^ — /. e. ITe Freedom of the Sea, or a Difeourfe concerning that Right 
which the Hollanders claim of trading to India. He begins with an addrefs to the Princes 
and free people of Chriftendom ; and, in thirteen chapters, learnedly illuftrates the freedom of 
navigation on the open feas to all mankind. ** That neither the Portuguefe nor Spaniards 
had any kind of exclufive right of dominion in the Eaft Indies ; neither, 

‘‘ Firft, By the title of prior difeovery : nor,* 

Secondly, By virtue of the Pope’s donation : nor, 

Thirdly, By right of war or conqueft : nor, 

“ Fourthly, By virtue of any claim of prcfcrlption or cuftom.^ — That, by the law of na- 
“ tions, commerce is free to all mankind : and therefore by no equitable rule ought they to 
“ reftrain the freedom of the Indian commerce, which the Hollanders are determined to 
“ maintain, whetlicr in peace or war.” He clearly proved, (which indeed it was very cafy to 
do) “ that tlie Portuguefe were far from being the original difeoverers of the Eaft India feas. 

“ Firft, From Alexander the Great’s difcoverics thereof, and of the Perfian and Arabian 
“ Gulphs. 

“ Secondly, From Caius Ciefar’s having found marks In the Red Sea of tire wrecks of 
“ ftiips, belonging to the Gaditani i who could come no other way thither but by the Cape of 
“ Good Hope. He cites Coelius Antipatcr’s ocular teftimony of a maritime commerce in 
“ ancient times between Spain and Ethiopia, — and what Cornelius Nepos writes, viz. that 
“ in his time, Eudoxus, flying from Lathyms, King of Alexandria, took (hipping in the 
“ Red Sea, and failed round Africa to’ Gades in Spain; — That while Carthage flouriflied, it 
“ is moft clear, that thofe people, deeply (killed in maritime affairs, were not ignorant of 
“ thofe feas : particularly, that Hanno failed from Gades to the furtheft parts of Arabia, round 
“ by that now called the Cape of GoodHbpc; and would have gone further, had not his 
ftorcs and proviflons failed him. — Next, the regular annual voyages of the Romans from 
“ E^’pt to India, by the Red Sea, after Auguftus had conquered Egypt.— And that Strabo 
“ aflferts, that in his own time a company of mercliants of Alexandria traded with (hips from 

“ the 
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j6i 2 “ the Red Sea to the furtheft .'Ethiopia, as well as to India.” ■ Grotius fubjoins, that at the 
time of the Portuguefe firft failing to India, the fcveral feas between Europe and India were 
known, and could not poflibly be unpraftifed by the people of tlic refpeftive countries border- 
ing on thofe feas, viz. Moors, Ethiopians, Arabians, Pcrlians, and Indians : and that, “ /«- 
“ ventio nihil juris trihuit, niji in ea qua ante inventioncm nullius fuerant ; i. e. a difeovery gives 
* ‘ -no rigjit to any thing but what belonged to no-body before iuch difeovery.” — Cap. ii.— 
What then can fairly be faid for Europe’s difcoverics in America, where there were many 
millions of native Indians, and more particularly in Mexico and Peru, in both which coun- 
tries there were eftabliflicd monarchies, for fome centuries prior to the Spaniards firft invafion 
of them ? 

“ Laftly, Neither is it certain, that unlefs the Portuguefe had made the difeovery (as they 
“ term it) of India, none elfc would have done it. For the time was then come when almoft 

all arts, and*particularly the lituation of the earth and feas, were much better underftood 
“ and daily improving. — The Venetians, who had learned much of India, were then upon 
“ further enquiries ; the indefatigable induftry of the people of Bretagne, and the bold at- 
“ tempts of the Englifh, all plainly fliew, what in time would Itavc been cffefled.” Among 
his other reafonings, he quotes Alphonfus Caftrenfis, a Spanifli Divine, as inveighing againft 
the abfurdity and injuftice of thofe nations who claim an cxclufive navigation in certain feas ; 
as the Genoefe, in their Bay ; the Venetians, in their Gulph ; and, principally, The Portuguefe, 
in the Eaft Indian feas ; as well as all other nations (Spain itfelf.not excepted) who pretend to 
Inch an cxclufive right on the fea, (which is common to all) contrary to the law of nature, or 
natural juftice, and to that natural and divine rule, of doing to others as we would they fliould 
do to us. — Toward the conclufion, Grotius, fpeaking of the ncccflity of vindicating by all 
pofliblc means the freedom of navigation and commerce, thus addreffes his own nation, viz. 
“ Go on, thou moft invincible nation on the Ocean, in boldly aflerting atid defending that 
“ freedom which is not thine alone, but is equally the right of all mankind.” 

In this treatife there is not a word exprefsly mentioned of England’s claim to any kind of 
fea dominion; the author’s whole drift feeming prqfefledly to be againft Spain and Portug.al. 
Yet there is one expreffion in tins fifth chapter, which feems to have been pointed at King 
James’s having obliged the Hollanders to pay a tribute for the liberty of fiftiing on our coafls, 
where heaflerts, “ That the reafons given for the freedom of navigation hold equally good fur 
“ that of filliing on the feas, which alfo ought to remain common or free to all.” 

What fomewhat confirms this eonjeflure was, that, in the year 1615, one William Wcl- 
wood publiflxed, at London,' a fmall treatife, in Latin, of twenty-eight pages, in quarto, 
with the following title, (probably by King James’s own direflion) viz. “ De Dominio Maris 
“ Juribwfquc ad Dominium praecipue fpeftantibus, Aflertio brevis ct mctbodica. Cofmo- 
“ poli, 1615.” In his dedication to Queen Anne, he figns Gulielmus Welwood; and, as it 
.is an anfwcr to Grotius, we lhall here give the fubftance of it ; though three years later in 
point of time. 

He endeavours to prove, “ that the fea is capable of diftinftion of property, or of private 
“ dominion, as. well as the land ; contrary to the opinion (he owns) of many ancient lawyers, 
“ orators, and poets ; as Cicero, Seneca, Virgil, Plautus, Ovid, &c. whom he boldly accufes 
“ of ignorance of the law of naturc.”~And he fixes that dominion to be one hundred miles 
xvery way from the fhore of the country adjacent, and claiming the fame. But hll the reft of 
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i(ji 2 the fca beyond tliat limit, he, and the civilians Bartolus and Cepola, whom he quotes, leave 
pcrfeflly free to all mankind to ufe indifFcrcntly without ail doubt or controvciiy. — I'hcfe 
points he fpeaks of as the fenfe of all nations, ‘‘ excepting,” fays he, “ only one nation, 
“ who, though her native foil abounds with milk, is neverthclefs indebted to other countries 
‘‘ for all other neceflaries, and is even enriched and become haughty with the fpoils of all 
nations, having defpifed all diftinftion, in her open or free fca,” in marl Juo liber and 
has even had the boldnefs to ftile herfeJf invincible !” cap. i. 

In his third chapter, he complalqs, “ That the Britons are robbed in their own feas by 
foreign filhefs, who like an inundation crowd her fhores with their fifliing vefTcls ; info- 
“ much, that the fifli thereby are fo much dimiiiHhcd, that whereas thirty years before they 
were wont to come in flioals up to our very houfes, now it puts our poor fifhers to the toil 
“ and hazard of going many miles out to fea in queft of them — That the Scots, formerly 
ohferving and confidering this damage, obliged the Dutch, by treaty, to keep at eighty 
“ miles diftance from their fhores in their fiflicry.” We wifh this treaty were to be found . 

And thcmfclvcs to pay a tribute at the port of Aberdeen,” fo fay fome of the Scotifh hifto* 
rians, “ where a tower was erefted, for that and other purpofes, at which the Dutch paid 
‘‘ that tribute even in the memory of our fathers; although by the diftraftions, &c. of fuc- 
‘‘ cceding times the fimie be now quite neglefted.” 

Ill his fourth and laft chapter, he endeavours to prove, by quotations from civilians, &:c. 
That the fca,” /. c. tlie pafTage of ftrangers within his above-named limits, is tributable, 
(and that Cepola particularly affirms this of the Venetian Gulph) both on account of fafe- 
guards from pirates and of the cxpence of maintaining beacons, and Jikewife for leave to 
fifh within fuch limits.” 

But, as neither he nor any one clfe ever undertook to fix cxaftly any certain mark whcrcKv 
to know the limits fo claimed in the fea, this occaiioned the Hollanders in thofc davs to fry 
fcoffingly, that if tlic Englifli would plcafe to drive in or fix flakes or palifadocs round the ua'*; 
they claimed as their property, they would willingly fubmit to their claim. Othervviic, whiiil 
the fca remained fo unfixed, iiidivifible, and uncertain, they ihould continue to ufe it in com- 
mon with all other nations, both for navigation and fifhery. To fay the truth, what lias been 
obferved by others carries obvious demonftration and reafon with it, viz. That a claim to 
any uncertain dominion implies a kind of nullity in it; and would alfo be produftivc of an 
infinity of contentions : feeing it is impoflible for the moll innocent and intelligent to know 
cxadlly the limits of fuch a claimed dominion ; nor, confcquently, can they always be able to 
avoid encroaching on it, fmee the claimers thcmfclvcs arc unable to fix any mark to their 
limits. 

Wc ffiall have occafion to fay fomewhat more concerning the claim of the fca dominion 
under the year 1635. 

Until this tiinejhe Englifli Eaft India trade was carried on by fcveral feparate flocks, mak- 
ing particular running voyages ; but in this year they united all into one general joint capital 
flock. Yet it feems to have been a great overfight, that even for fome years after this con- 
folidating of flocks, they did not, like the Portuguefc and Dutch, creft any forts nor per- 
manent fettlemcnts in India. They fent but one Ihip in this year on the faiJ joint flock 
account^ ' 

The confidcration of tlie voyage of Richard Chancclor, he* in the laft century, from 
Ruffiji, down the great river Volga and acrofs the Cafpian Sea into Perfia, whe :: lie atteinpi- 
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1613 cd to trade with our Englifli manufadures, &c. for Pcrlian and Indian merchandize, did, in 
this year, put Sir Henry Neville upon a feheme of the fame nature, for bringing the whole 
trade of Perfia and the inland parts of India up the river Hydafpes, (a branch of tlic Indus) 
and from thence over land to the river Oxus, which falls into the Cafpian Sea ; then acrofs 
that fca and up the Volga to a fniall land carriage, which would bring them to the river 
•Dwina,^nd fo down to Archangel. This projeft was communicated by one John Cham- 
berlain, in a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, at the Hague, and is printed in his Memorials of 
Affairs of State, volume third, hut this letter-writer very juftly thought it a matter of no fmall 
difficulty. I'his feheme, however, as far as relates to l^erfia acrofs the Cafpian, has in our 
days been found prafticablc for the bringing of raw fllk from thence by our Ruffia Company ; 
till the continual troubles in Perfia have again rendered it impraflicable for the prefent. 

In this year, fixty-two perfons from England had a grant of lands in and wintered at New- 
foundland : they^pretended to have raifed wheat, rye, and garden-fluff there: yet it is fiacc 
found that neither wheat nor any other grain will profper on that illand. Thofc planters, 
however, foon grew weary of their attempts, which by no means anfwcrcd their expeftations, 
and therefore transferred their grant to other new adventurers. 

In this tenth year of King James’s reign he coined tlie pound weight of gold into forty-four 
pounds by talc of the old flandard of twenty-three carrats three and one-half grains fine. He 
alfo coined gold this fame year of bafer allay, viz. of twenty-two carrats fine, into forty 
pounds eighteen fliillings and four-pence by tale ; the pieces being units of twenty-two kil- 
lings ; double crowns, eleven killings; Britain crowns, five fliillings and fix-pence ; Thifile 
crowns, four killings and four-pence three farthings; and half Britain crowns, two fluliin<;s 
and nine-pence each, A very flrangc fancy, of having gold coins of different finenefs; which 
however we kali fee was praSifed alfo by his fon. 

In the treaty of peace and commerce, concluded In the year 1613, between King Chiifiian 
IV. of Denmark, and Cnillavus Adolphus of Sweden, under the mediation of King James 1. 
of Great Britain, and therefore inferted at length in the Fcedcra, we find the following artic les. 
See the fixteenth volume, p. 738, &c. 

I. The Swedik King yields up forever his prctcnlions to the fca coaft of Norway Lap- 
“ land, including therein the government of Wardhuys, near the north cape*.’’ 

^ The boundaries of Lapland, or Lapmark, as it is fometimes called, haJ, it feems, been 
before difputed between Sweden and the crown of Denmark, as fovereign of Norway; and 
even by this article they are left very vague and uncertain, any luithcr than tlic lea coafl. It 
is even a qucfllon, whether in onr own times that favage country’s exafl boundaries be as yet 
afeertained between the three nations of Denmark, Sweden, and Ruffia. 

“ II. It kail be free for both parties to trade to each other’s country, without paying any 
“ cu {lorn or duty. 

“ HI. The Swedes kali freely pafs the Sound with their kips without paying toll tlicrr, 
“ either for their perfons or goods ; excepting in the cafe of foreign liquors, for which llic 
“ Swedes muft pay the fame toll as Danifli fubjefts thcmfelvcs do. 

“ IV. The Swedik King flipulates to pay King Chriflian of Denmark one million of 

dollars,” {/i'des ccnicyns miinhus ihalcrorum^ “ in fix years time,, for all the forts and terri- 
“ lories which the latter now yields to the former.” 

I'he Englik Ruffia Company having, in this year 1613, obtained of King James the Firft 
a charter excluding all others, natives as well as foreigners, from failing to Spitzbergen ; they 
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1613 profecutcd the whale fifliety with fuch refoUuion, that in this fame year they equipped fcvcii 
armed lliips ; with which they drove from thofc fcas not only fiflecii fail of Dutch, Ficuch, 
and Bifeayners, but even four linglilli feparatc fAilicrs, to whom they gave the Dutch appel- 
lation of interlopers. They alfo fet up a crefs, with the King’s arms on it, at Spitzbergen, 
calling it King James’s Newland. And they obliged certain Ficnch fliips, which they had 
permitted to fUh there, to pay them a tribute of eight whales. This was that company’s 
fccond equipment cxprcfsly for whale liflnng in that fea. 

Every one will, at once, fee the abfurdity of King James’s pretenfions to a moimpoly of 
the fifliery for whales in that extenlive ocean, as well as the calling a land his Newland, where 
no human creature ever did nor ever can fubhA, ^for the fpacc of one winter, although twice 
fatally attempted. 

In this fame year. Captain Saris, in the Engiifli Eaft India Company’s fervicc, arrived the 
111 A of any of our nation at tlie port of Firando, in tlic iile of Bungo or Ximo, a part of the 
em])iie (jf Japan, where the vicc-roy or governor received him civilly, and obtained for him 
tile privilege of being introduced to the Emperor at Meaco, his capital city, to whom he de- 
livered our King’s letter and prefents, and who made fuitablc returns, and gave liberty for the 
Engiifli Company to trade to Japan. At Firando, Saris fettled an Engiifli faftory for the 
Company’s future commerce. Yet he made great complaints againA the Portuguefe Jeluits 
there, and alfo againA the Dutch, who did him all the ill offices in their power. Our com- 
pany continued for foinc years to trade thither; but were afterwards excluded all refort thither, 
with all other Europeans, the Dutch only excepted. Saris returned home to Plymouth the 
follow ing year, with a lading of pepper from Bantam, being ihefirA voyage on the joint Aock 
account ; no voyages being from henceforth permitted on feparate Aocks. 

Complaints being made in England of the dccreafc of tlic exportation of Engiifli woollen 
cloth, aiul of the incrcufe of the woollen manufaflurcs of Holland, fo far that the Dutch had 
laid a confiderable duty on all foreign woollen cloth imported into Holland, where alfo great 
immunities and privileges were granted to all foreign manufafturers fettling there; amotion 
w’as made, in the Privy Council, by llie Earl of Middlefex, Lord High Treafurer, and a 
confequent order of that boaid was made, that a general Aatc fhould betaken, for this year 
1613, of the exports and imports of all England, in order to knovr on wdiich flJe the balance 
lay : which flood thus, as given us in an ingenious treatite, intitled, The Circle of Com- 
merce, publiflicd in the year 1623, p. 12 by Ed waul MiiTelden, Efq; an eminent mer- 
chant, viz. 

/. s. d, 

I. Exported to all the world, between ChiiAmas 1612 and ChriAmas 

1613, to the value of — — — — 2,090,640 21 8 

II . The ciiAom on tliofe goods, — — — 86,794 16 2 

III . The impoA paid outw^arJs on w’oollen goods, tin, lead, and pewter, io,oco o o 

IV. The merchants gains, freight, and other petty charges, — 300,000 o o 

Total exports, 2,487,435 7 10 

Imported, during that time, in filks, Venice gold and filver Aufls, Spa- 
nifh wines, linen, and other merchandize, with all the cuAom thereon, 2,141,151 10 o 

Balance gained this year to the nation, 

K k a 


346,283 17 10 
Novi 
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i()i3 Now although this balance feems larger than that exhibited tinder the year 1354, the twenty* 
eighth of King Edward 111 . yet the lilver money-of that balance, being thrice the weight or 
quantity of ours, amounted to no lefs than feven hundred and fixty-five thoufand fix hunched 
and forty-four pounds one (hilling of* our money : and it is further to be obferved, that the 
total of the imports then was not one feventh part of the exports. 

We have like wife, from the very fame credible author, the total amount of the cuftoms of 
England for this year 1613, viz. 

At the port of London : — Outwards, — — . — 

Inwards, •— — — 

Total cuftom of the port of London 

At all the out-ports; — Outwards, 25,471 19 71 
Inwards, 13,030 9 9J 

Total amount of the cuftoms of England in 1613, 

Thus we fee, that London paid then very near thrice as much for cuftoms, as all the rcll 
of England together. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company now divided thirty-feven per cent, on their original capita! 
ftock. So that, fays the French author of a treatife on the Eaft India Trade, publilhcd in the 
year 1664, 1602 put in four thoufand guilders into this company, had in this year 

received ten thoufand four hundred guilders, in dividends, and yet had his original lharc in 
the company remaining entire. 

1614 In the Foedera, vol. xvi. p. 774, wc have King James’s commiflion, in the year 1614, to 
Sir Henry Wootton, his ambaffador extraordinary to the States ot the United Provinces and 
others, to treat with the commilTaries of ilicir High Mightinefles, concerning the diftcrcnccs 
arifen between the fubjefts of the two nations, on account,” fays the King, “ of the free 
“ commerce of our fubjefts to the Eaft Indies obftrufled by the Hollanders, and alfo on ac* 
‘‘ count of the fifhery in the North Sea, near the fhores of Greenland, of right folely belong- 

ing to us and our people, but interrupted alfo by the faid Hollanders.” 

George Spilbergen now failed from Holland, with five fhips, through the Streights of Ma- 
gellan, and did great mifehief to the Spaniards in the South Sea, &c. and from thcncc he 
failed round the terraqueous globe, fettling by the way a faftory at Ternate, the chief of the 
Molucca Iflcs, and returned home by the Cape of Good Hope, in the year 1617. I'liis is 
the fccond voyage round the globe performed by the Hollanders. 

This year 1614 produced the difeovery of a new fpccies of woollen manufadture in England, 
on the following occafioii, viz. The States General of the United Netherlands having ilTucd a 
placart, prohibiting the importation of any Englifh woollen cloth, that was dyed in the cloth, 
bccaufe it prevented their farther manufafturing of our cloths, by dying and dreffing them as 
formerly, upon pain of confifcatioii of the goods, and of twenty-five guilders per cloth befide. 
Whereupon the Englifh clothiers ingenioufty difeovered the art of making of mixtures dyed 
in the wool, rather than lofe all the advantages of dying and dreffing. This has ever fince got 
the appellation of Medley Cloth. All woollen cloth before this time being only of one finglc 
colour dyed in the cloth, as black, blue, red, &c. 


61,322 16 7 
48,250 I 9 

109,572 18 4 

38,502 9 4 

148,075 7 8 
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1614 The Ruflia Company now fent tliirteen fliips to Greenland, and the Dutch eighteen flnps, 
four of wliich were fhips of war of the States, where, in fpitc of our Company’s exclufivc 
claim, they fiihed there, by main force. 

About this time the fine illand of Barbadoes in the Weft Indies, was faid to be firft difeo- 
vered and fettled on by fomc Englilh people. Others fay, it was difeovered before by one of 
Sir William Conrten’s fliips, but had then no inhabitants, nor any bcafts but hogs, left there 
by the Spaniards as ufiial, for their own future convenience; and Courten’s heirs alfnm, that 
lie then planted and fortified it, but was dirpofiefled, in the year 1629, Earl of Carlille. 

It is the mother of all our Weft India fiigar illands, and the chief of the Caribbees ; and it has 
proved of exceeding great confequcnce to the kingdom by its excellent prodvuftions. On its 
great improvement wc lhall hereafter have occafion to enlarge. — See the years 1626, 1627, 
1629, 1641, 1659, 

In the fame year 1614, the Lord Napier, of Scotland, invented .thofe excellent artificial 
numbers, called Logarithms, which arc fo ufeful in the operations of trigonometry, kc. Iiy 
performing in the eafieft manner, by addition, the office of multiplication, and by fnbtraclioii, 
that of divilion ; fo that they are of great and fpccial utility to mariners at fca, in calculations 
relating to their courfe, diftance, latitude, longitude, &c. 

The famous market for live cattle, horfes, and hay, in London, named Weft Smith- 
field, was become fo miry and riafty, that it was now found neceflary to pave it, for the lirft 
lime. 

The Englifli Eaft India Company’s fccond voyage, on the joint-ftock account, was witii 
four Ihips, performed this lame year, with which they defeated a Poitiiguefc fleet in India, bv 
whom they were attacked : at Surat they loaded indigo and Caml)aya cloths : and at Bantam, 
mace and filk. Great complaints were made againft the Dutch by our people, both at Bantam 
and Macaffiir, the particulars whereof are in all our voyagers accounts. 

England’s Eaft India commerce becoming very confiderable. King James I. at the Eaft In- 
dia Company’s requeft and expcnce, appointed Sir Thomas Rowe liis and the Company's 
AnibaUaJor to the Great Mogul, whom the Englilh record, in vol. xvi. p. 775, of the Foedc- 
ra, calls the (ircat Magoar, “ for treating with liiiii about an intcrcourfe of the commerce of 

England to and from Eaft India,” Tliis record takes notice, “ That the Eaft India Com- 
“ pany had rcfolved to ufe the further fcrvicc of Sir Thomas Rowe, in feme of their fhips, 
“ for further difeovery into the Red Sea, &c.” Tliis was the firft royal cmbairy from Eng- 
land to that remote country, and will probably be the laft, the Company ever fince managing 
their concerns at the eaftern courts by their own proper and more private agents. This able 
miniftcr, however, fent the Company very good intelligence and inftruftions concerning the 
mercenary and treacherous temper of the Mogul and his Minifters, and for the advancement, 
of their trade ; all which are to be found at large in the printed collcflions of voyages. He 
remained in India fevcral years, in which time the following European goods were the moll: 
acceptable in India, viz. knives of all forts and fathions ; toys, of the figures of heads '; riclr 
vclvcts and fattips ; good fowling-picccs ; polifticd coral and amber beads : fadclies w^ith rlc)* 
furniture; fwords with fine hilts, inlaid, &c. hats; choice piftures; wines of Alicant, 
cloth of gold and filver ; flowered filks of gold and filver ; French fhaggs, and fine Englilh 
Norwich fluffs ; fine light armour ; emeralds, £^c. finely fet in enamelled work; fine Arras 
hangings ; large looking-glaffes ; quivers of arrows and fine bows ; figures of brafs or ftoiic ; 
fine cabinets; embroidered purfes ; ncedlc-work; French tweezer calcs; table books; per- 
3 fumed 
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1614 fumed gloves, belts, girdles, bone-hce ; dogs of various natures ; plumes of feather; comb 
cafes richly embroidered ; prints of kings, &c. cafes of llrong waters; drinking and pci- 
fpedive glalfes ; fine balbns and ewers : in general, any think curious for vvorkmanflilp, not 
then known in India ; all which things will fell for ready money, at good prices, fays Sir 
Thomas Rowe, and others. 

• It feetj^s the Portuguefe, by their tyranny and cruelty, had by this time, rendered tlicnifclvcs 
extremely odious to all the Eafl Indian nations ; who were well plcafcd to fee the Englifli and 
Dutch daily gaining ground of them : yet wc alfo hill find complaints^ againft the Hollanders 
in India, by our people. 

The Englifh Company, by this time, had faftories at the following places, viz. Bantam, 
Jacatra, lince called Batavia, Surat, Amadavar, Agra, Afnicre, Bramporc, Caiccut, from 
whence the cloth named Calico took its name, Mafulipatan, Patan, Siam, Bcnjar, SoccaJaiiia, 
MacafTar, Acheen, Jambi, Tecoo, Banda, and at Firando in Japan. — From many of which 
places our Company have lince wdthdrawn their faftories, as being the inoft proper judges of 
the litnefs thereof: and from Ibme others of them the Dutch have long fmcc wormed us out. 
The four fliips of this voyage traded at Bantam and Sumatra, for pepper, &:c. and returned 
in 1617. 

Sir Thomas Rowx freely advifed our Etift India Company to fend no more fpccial ambafla- 
dors to India, as they cannot live in due honour there ; for that a meaner agent will, amongil 
thofe proud Moors, better cfFei^^ their bulinefs. 

Captain Peyton, the writer of this voyage, tells us, that the Portuguefe were, at this time, 
fovpreign lords of many parts in Afriga and India, wdicrcas our Company was only fettled on 
fufFerance at fomc of them. 

PLACES POSSESSED BY T 11 E P O R T UG U E S £, viz. 

On the I^orth-Eajl Coaji of Jfr lea ^ 

I. They had a trade on the river Quame, in twenty-one degrees, fifty minutes, foutli 
^‘ latitude, for gold, ambergris, ivory, and llavcs ; and at Mozambique, for the like. 

“ 2. At Moinbaza, for the fame, in exchange for Guzarat commodities. 

“ 3, At Magadoxa, for the fame, and for fcveral forts of drugs. And that from all thofe 
** places they drove a trade to Cambaya, to the Red Sea, and to many other parts. 

‘‘ In thcGulph of Perjiay 

I. At Ormus. They make a profitable trade thence to Perfia, Arabia, and India. Hi- 
thcr they bring quantities of pearls from Balfora, and with them and other Pcrfiaii commo- 
modities, they fend a fhip or two annually to Diu in India ; and next to Goa : this is their 
beft port. 

“ In Arabia j 

At Mafcat they have a ftrong fort, though no great trader but being domineering mailers 
here, they keep all in fervile awe, giving out their pafles or liceiifcs for the going up and 
down of their fhips. 

In Indoflan^ 

I. At Diul, near the mouth of the Indus, and at Diu, in Guzarat, they have very ftrong 
“ caftles. 

“ 2. At Daman they have alfo a ftrong caftlc, and entirely inhabit this place, with a terri- 
tory of one hundred villages. 

3. Serra 
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1614 3. Sena dc Bazion, a little foutli of Daman, they arc pbflcfled of; and, (between it and 

‘‘ Chanl) the three ports of Gazien, Banda, and Maia. 

“ They likevvife poflefs the large city and caftle of ChauL 
“ At Daubul, they have a faftoiy, but no fort. 

“ Goa is tlieir Indian metropolis, the feat of their Vicc-roy, and of all the gallantry of the 
nation, and the general rendezvous of all their forces. Goa has alfo a large tharc of trade ; 
“ and, in lliort, here arc the Ihong finevvs that hold together the parts of their Eaflein Eni- 
pirc. 

“ At Onor and Barcclor, they have forts, and trade for pepper, ginger, and drugs. 'I’hcy 
have alfo Mangalor and Cananor, fortified and traded to as the former. 

“ And though they are quite ihut out from Calecut, and are befieged at Cranganor, yet they 
have the ftrong city and caflle of Cochin, with a confiderable trade, and a favourable fitu- 
“ ation for it. 

“ They have Coulan, Quilaon, and Taccatra, well fortified, and riioftly filled with Portu- 
“ guefe, both laity and clergy. 

“ On the great ifle of Ceylon, the ports and forts of Punta dc Galla and Columbo arc whol- 
‘‘ Jy theirs; and they are daily increafing their dominion in this iflaad, where they have a 
“ warm trade for cinnamon and drugs. 

Turning the corner of Cape Comorin, and going up the other fide of the continent, at 
“ Negapatan, they have a faftory ; and Maliapore, (or St. Thomas) a walled city, is their own. 

“ Up toward the Ganges, tliey have fcveral fmall rcfidcnccs, good faftorics in fome places, 

‘‘ and every where fome advantage or other, that makes it worth their while to fettle there. 

“ In the kingdom of Bengal they arc pofleffed of a good town. 

111 Pegu they have a factory, and allb at Aracaii, and upon the river of Martaban. 

“ At Junfuloa, they have a great faftory, from whence they lade vaft quantities of tin for 
“ the IMalabar coaft. 

“ At Malacca, they are mafters of the city and caftle, both very ftrong : whereby they arc 
“ mailers of the beft part of the trade of the adjoining countries. 

At Macao, an ifland on the coaft of China, near the mouth of the river of Canton,* they ^ 
“ liavc a city and caftle, and a gicat trade with the Chinefc. 

“ 111 Japan, they liave no fort nor caftle, but only a fablory ; that wife Prince’* fays our 
author, “ keeping them at arm’s length. 

'J his abridged account of that naiiou's dominions and trade in India, compared with what 
little they have left there i;i our time, will Ihcw their lhameful floth and negligence in after- 
ward fuflering tlve Hollanders and the Indian Princes gradually to deprive them of almoft all 
the before-named poireffions, and, which naturally followed, of all their commerce. So that 
tliey have now little more remaining to demonftrate their former grandeur in India, but the 
almoft univcrfality of the roituguefc language along thole coafts to this day. An iiUercfting 
Icllbn or memento for all other nations ! 

1615 We have cllcwhcre obferved, that, from the very commencement of England's commerce 
to Eaft India, there was a fpirit raifed at home againft it : — fee the year 1601. And in this 
year 1615, a fmall traft was publillicd, intitled, the Trade’s Incrcafc, wherein we meet with 
the following* planiiblc objcclions to it, viz. 

“ That to follow the Evaft India trade, they had negleclcd tlrat to Ruftia, In which, laft 
‘‘ year, there were only two fliips employed, inftcad of feventcen great Ihips formerly employ- 
t ‘‘ ed 
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1615 “ cd by the Company, bcfide tliofe of interlopers. Whereas the Dutch, in this year, fciit 
“ out thirty-five fliips thither.” To which it was replied, by Sir Dudley Diggs, “ That the 
“ Kali India Company had fpent one hundred and twenty tlioufand pounds in difcoverics 
only towards Rulfia, — and do yet make good a Hock for defending their filhing of the 
whale at Giecnland, which at their own charge was firft difeovered, and the Bifeayners 
i‘ fent for by them, to teach our nation to kill the whales.” 

Tins is an irrefragable proof, that the Bifeayners were the firft whale-liflicrs in Europe 
fince the revival of commerce. 

The Englilh Turkey Company’s complaints againft the Eaft India Company feem to be 
better, or at Icaft more fpecioully grounded ; viz. that the trade of the latter had Icffened theirs 
to the Levant, to which part they now fent thirty Ihips fewer than formerly, whereas tlie 
Dutch now em])loycd above one hundred fail to the Levant; though he owns, they were prin- 
cipally laden with Engliih lead, tin, Norwich ftulFs, &c. “ He complains of the lois offevc- 

“ ral Eaft India fliips, and of the death of many of their fiiilors ; whereby,” fays he, “ when 
‘‘ the royal fieet was to be fitted out for conveying the Lady Elizabeth to her fpoufc the Elec- 
‘‘ tor Palatine, there was forced to be a general prefs.” 

The above-quoted author, in fpcaking of obfolcte reftraints on the filhing on the coafts of 
other nations, obferves, 

“ 1 . That the ancient cuftom of the Hollanders and Flemings, before tliey began their 
“ fifhing for herrings on our (/. ^7. the Englifti) coafts, was, to crave leave of the Governor 
of Scarborough Caftlc. 

“ IT. On that part of the coaft of Norway called Midftrand, all flrangers may fi(h only till 
Chriftmas ; after which they muft pay a certain tax, on every laft of lierrlngs, to the King 
of Denmark. 

III. And I can remember that certain of our merchants of Hfill l)ad their fliips and goods 
taken awav, and thcmfelves imprifoned, for filhing about the Wardliuys,” — /. d*. at the Da- 
iiifli North Cape of Norway-Lapland. 

This author w^as probably retained by King James, for countenancing fiicli ill-judged re 
ftraints on the freedom of commerce of the world, Jong fince univcrfally exploded. 

To all which Sir Dudley Diggs replied, in a mafterly manner, in this fame year, in a tica- 
tife, entitled, The Defence of Trade, inferibed to his kinfman Sir Thomas Smith, (Jover- 
vernor of the Eaft India Company. Wherein, after accounting for the lofs of Ihij.s and men, 
‘‘ he gives a lift of all the fhips they had employed from the beginning, being only twenty- 
four in number, four of which had been loft. — That one of their fhips was of one ihoufand 
two hundred and ninety three tons burden ; one of one tlioufand one hundred ; one of 
“ one tlioufand and fixty ; one of nine hundred ; one of eight hundred, and the reft from fix 
hundred down to one hundred and fifty^tons. — Their fhip of eight hundred tons was bought 
of the Levant Company ; and he conceives the ground for having fuch large fliips in the 
Levant trade to be, becaufe our royal navy was not fufficicnl as yet to protefl: our trading 
“ fhips from the Barbary rovers.” And the like alfo may be alleged for the Eaft India fhips. 
— He fays, “ That our Eaft India CompariyVs greateft ftock,” /. c, value of goods and money 
exported, “ in any one year, was but thirty-fix tlioufand pounds, and that the nation faves 
annually feventy tlioufand pounds in the prices of pepper, cloves, mace, and nutmegs, 
merely for home confumption. — That of the faid fpiccs they exported, laft year, to the 
value of two hundred and eighteen tlioufand pounds, befide indigo, callico, China filks, 

benja- 
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1615 ‘‘ bcnjani'n, aloes, &c.” (but no mention as^ yet of either porcehinc or of tea). A coufi* 
“ dcrablc addition this to the national ftock. To wliich fliould be added the King’s cuftom, 
and alfo the employment given to Ihips and mariners in the faid re-exportations, • 

That, bcfidc cinnamon, the Company computed that wc annually confumed, at home, 
the following quantities of fpiccs, viz. 


Pounds TVcight. 


Pepper, formerly 8.9. now but 2i. per Ib. wt. 450,000 

Cloves 50,000 

Mace, 15,000 

N utniegs, 100,000 . 


7 'otal, 61 5,000 Pounds TVcighu 
Ai'.ii ihnt tlic doves, macc, and nutmegs, arc propoitionably reduced in price, fince our 

Mcci tMcIi; to iliJia. 

Next, he gives the outfets and cargoes of the Company’s trade for the year 1614, viz. 


“ Tu bays, kerfes, and broad cloths^ dyed and drefled, to the kingdom’s beft 
'' advantage, 14,000 

2. Lead, iron, and foreign merchandize, - • • 10,000 

3. lUa-.iy money In all tlic lliips, (and which was Ids than is allowed by 

thdr diarlcrs ) 12,000 

Total 36,000 

4. Idle kune year, their (hipping and farnilurc cofl them, in fitting out, 34,000 

5. And for \ iduals, and other extraordinary charges, • • 30,000 


Total, in the year 1614, ioo,coo 


The before-quoted anonymous, but acute author, whom Sir Dudley Diggs now an- 
fwered, gives us a lift of our (hips employed in other branches of trade. 

I. Wc trade to Naples, (jieiioa, Leghorn, Marfeillcs, Malaga, See. w'ith only twenty 
(hips, chiefly with herrings ; and thirty fail more, laden with pipe ftaves, from Ireland. 
The timber of Ireland is long fince exhaufted, 

“ 2. — To Portugal and AiidalufivV, wc fend twenty fhips for wines, fugar, fruit, and Well 
India drugs. 

3. — 'Po Bourdcaux, wc fend fixty fliips and barks, for wines. 

4. — To Hamburgh and Middclburgh, thirty-five fliips arc fent by our Merchant-Adven- 
turers Company. 

‘‘ 5. To Dantzic, Koningfbrrg, See. wc fend yearly about thirty fhips, viz. fix from Lon- 
don, fix from Ipfwich, and the reft from Hull, Lynn, and Newcaftlci but the Dutch nia- 
ny more. 

6. — To Norway, wc fend not above five fliips, and tlic Dutch above forty; and great 
Ihips too. 

VoL. II. L I 


7. —Our 
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^ 7. — Our Ncwcaftle coal trade employs four hundred fail of fliips, viz. two hundred 
for fupplying of London, and two hundred more for tlic reft of England. 

‘‘ And bclldc our own ft^ips” fays this author, hither, even to tlic mine’s mouth, come 
all our neighbouring nations with* their fliips continually, employing their own thippini? 
and mariners. 1 doubt not, continues he, “ whether if they had fuch a treafure, they 
“ woul(f"not employ their own thipping folcly therein. The French fail thither in wliolc 
fleets of fifty fail together ; ferving all their ports of Picardy, Normandy, Bretagne, &c. 
even as faras Rochelle and Bourdcaux. And the Ihips of Ih'cmcn, Embdeii, Holland, and 
Zealand, fupply thofe of Flanders, &c. whofc Ihipping is not great, with our coals. 

<< 8. — Our Iceland fifhery employs one hundred and twenty fliips and barks of oui own. 
ti g, — And the Newfoundland filhery, one hundred and fifty fmall fliips.’* (Yet (jcrarJ 
Malyncs, in his Lex Mcrcatoria, printed in the year 1622, p. 247, fays, that this very year 
there were two hundred and fifty (hips from England at the Newfoundland fifhery, the toir- 
jiage of which amounted to fifteen thoufand tons : — and that the French, Bifcayneis, aiui 
Portuguefe, can make two voyages yearly with four hundred fliips. 

10. — And our Greenland whale filhery, fourteen Ihips^ 

“ II. As for the Bermudas,” fays he, “ wc*kno\v not yet what they will do ; and for A 
ginia, we know not what to do with it. The prefent profit of thole two colonics nor eni- 
‘‘ ploying any flora of fliipping. — The great cxpcnce tliat the nobility and gentry have been ai 
in planting Virginia is no way reconipcnfcJ by the poor returns from thence.” 

How much is the cafe altered fince this author wnotc r And how great a fund of autlientir 
Mercantile Hiftory have fucli old trafls fupplied us with, which othcrwilc might have becii 
loft; many of which have been collcftcd with great labour and expence, and therefore origin 
to be made a beginning to a Public Mercantile Library, as mentioned in the picface to thi' 
work, in order to preferve fuch valuable memoirs from deftruflion. 

“ 12. — Lilftly, This author urges our pufhing on the filhery, by motives drawn from tl c 
** immenfc profit of the Dutch from their filhery, in which have been numbered in fight, 
‘‘ two thoufand fail ofbufles, employing ihirty-fcvcn tlioulaiid filhennen, going out to lea at 
‘‘ once.” 

Judicious readers need not to be told, that fuch memoirs as thefe, concerning the finic 0! 
trade and fliipping, in different periods, drawn frcin faffs, written by fuch able authors as 
lived at the rdpeftive times, tend moft eflcflually to illuftrate the immenfc incrcafc of, and 
furprizing alterations in our commerce, colonics, Nc. and the like alfo in thofe of other na- 
tions. 

In this fame year, one Doftor William Vaughan, a fervant, as he ftilcs himfclf, of King 
James, attempted a fcttlcment on Newfoundland, at the expcncc of his own fortune ; (as lea 
writes in a I'mall quarto book, publiflied iji the year 1626, entitled, The Golden Fleece) lie 
carried thither a number of Iris countrymen of and from Wales, and gave his faid plantation 
the name of Cambriol, being in the fouth part of that iiland : his fclicmc was, for the filhcrv 
on the hanks of Newfoundland to go hand in hand With his plantation. He tells us alfo, that 
the Lord Falkland, and Sir George Cals’ert, afterwards created Lord Baltimore, had made a 
fcttlcment on the north end of that iOand at a great expence, iix the years 1621 and 1622. Yet, 
as we have elfewherc obferved, no folid plantation has any perfdn ever been aWe to fettle on 
that cold and barren iiland to this day. In tlie fame year, Sir Henry Maynard, with five {lout 
fliips was fent thither for protefting the fiflicry, which was fo confidcrabict that tlicre were 
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1615 one hundred and feventy Englifh fliips there together. If the acute author of the fald Trade’s 
Increafc, publilhed in this year is to be believed, our trade to Spain and Portugal was very 
low at this time, fcarcely employing five hundred fcainen ; owing, he thinks, to our long wars 
with that crown in Queen Elizabeth’s days. 

The Ruflia Company now lent out two Ihips and two pinnaces to Spitzfbergcn ; ftill, by 
our voyagers, called Greenland, and the Dutch fent thither eleven, and alio three Ihips of 
war to proteft them. At the fame time, the court of Denmark fent three fliips of wav thither, 
being the firft Danilh Ihips feen there ; yet they alfo pretended to demand toll of the Eiiglilli 
fliips, but were refufed it, ftill alleging that Greenland, i, c, Spitfbergen, belonged folely to 
England. This humour of an exclulivc claim to that remote, dangerous, and vaftly extended 
I’ca, where there was no land territory that w^as habitable, and which therefore could not cafily 
be fupported, held on through ail King James’s reign, and was at leaft as nnrcafonable as even 
the Portuguefc cxclufivc claims foutliward ; in filch inftanccs, vain|^ copied by our own and 
<uhcr nations, at the fame tiinc that we condemn both Spain and Portugal for doing the fame ; 
fo blind arc moft men whilft their own immediate intcreft is in queftion. 

by the dexterity of Pcnlionary Barnevclt, the Dutch Ambaflador-extraordinary in England, 
and of Carooji, their Ambaflador in ordinary, the cautionary towns of Flulliing, Briel, and 
Rammekins, were, in this year 1616, evacuated by King James’s order — the fuin due by the 
States CJencral to England had been adjufted, by Queen Elizabeth, to be eight millions of 
guilders. But King James, like his voracious minifters, being ever in want of money, and 
not caring to truft to a Parliament for his unrcafonablc demands, was prevailed on to accept 
of two millions feven hundred and twcnty-eiglit tliouland guilders, in lieu of the faid eight 
millions ; and alfo rcnfittcd eighteen years intcreft on the fame. This w’as a moft politic ftep 
in the Dutcli, fince, whilft England held thofc faftnellcs, the States were very much at the 
mercy of our nation, — fee E(X‘dcra, vol. xvi. p. 783-4. And, inftcad of this ftiaineful compofi- 
lion by our then government, a million of fterling money was Icfs than was jullly due, and 
would have been a cheap purchafe to the Dutch, had our King and his Minifters infilled on it. 

^idic laft record for our piirpofc in the fixteenth volume of the Foedcra, is, “ a commiiiioii 
“ from King James 1 . (p. 7S9) to Sir Walter Raleigh, and fuch’as he fhall join with hini, to 
‘‘ undertake a voyage unto the fouth parts of America, or clfewherc in America, policllcd and 
“ inhabited by heathen and favage people, to difeover foine commodities in thole countries 
“ that be necefTary and profitable for the fubjefts of thefc our kingdoms. We being credibly 
“ informed, that there are diverfe merchants and owners of flrips, and others, well difpofed 
to aflift the faid Sir Walter Raleigh in his euterprize, had they fufficient afflirance to enjoy 
“ their parts of the profits returned, in refpeft of the peril of law wliercin the faid Sir Walter 
Raleigh now ftandeth. And wc being alfo informed, that diverfe other the kinfmen and 
“ friends of the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, and diverfe captains and otlier commanders, arc alfo 
delirous to follow him, and to venture their lives with him in this journey, Wc have grant- 
ed full power to him, and free liberty, to carry and lead out of this realm, or elfcwhcre, all 
“ fuch of our loving fubjefts as fliall willingly accompany him, together with fliips, arms, 
“ ammunition, wares, merchandize, kc. And he to be the foie Governor and Commander 
of the faid people, with power of martial law, &c. And alfo power to appoint under him 
fuch captains, oifficers, &c. as he Bull judge proper : and to bring home gold and filvcr, pre- 
cious ftones, and other merchandize, and to difpofe thereof at his and his partners plca- 
furcj paying to us one:fifth part of the gold, filver, and precious ftones, and alfo the ulual 
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1616 “ duties for the other merchandize.. And we do grant unto the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, 
“ tlrat thefe onr letters patent (hall be firm and fufKcient in law, &c.’’ 

So much has been faid and written by otliers, oh the barbarity of this King towards tliat 
great man, Sir Walter Raleigh, that we’necd make no remarks at prefent on this grant to 
him. 

* In the finTic year i6i6, William Baffin failed on the difeovery of a north-weft paifage to 
China, &c, even fo far iforthward as the feventy-eighth degree of north latitude ; and gave 
name to a bay in thofe fcas. Yet he returned home without being able to find any paflage. 
This new undertaking was at the charge of Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John 
Wolftenholme, See. Dlreilors of the Ruffia Company, &c. In his letter to the laft named 
gentleman, he fays, ‘‘ That having, in three years time, coaftcd all, or near all, the circuiii- 
ference of Davis’s ftreights, he found it to be no other than a great bay, and no hopes of 
“ a palTage. — But jhat fome advantage may be made of tliis voyage, fince there arc here very 
‘‘ great plenty of thofe whales called, by the Bifeayners, the grand bay whales ; the fame may 
“ be purfued, and good flore of oil may be made between the middle of July and the laft day 
of Anguft.” There is not, however, one word of whalc-bonc or whale-fins. — Thus there 
wanted not men of quality, gentlemen, and merchants, even in thofe earlier times, to encour- 
age every probable fcheme for the advancement of the nation’s commerce. 

Nor were the Hollanders at all behind us in new enterprizes : for, in this fame year, Wil- 
liam Cornelitz Schouten, and James Le Maire, performed the third Dutch circumnavigation 
of the globe. Such as were not of their Eaft India Company, being prohibited to go to In- 
dia cither by the Cape of Good Hope eaftward, or weftwatd through the Streights of Magellan, 
fome now began to think there might be another paflage thither wcftvvard, fomcwherc fouth 
of thofe Streights. This was firft ftarted by Le Maire, a merchant of Amftcrdam, joined bv 
William Cornelitz Schouten, a merchant of Hoorn. They fitted out two fliips, one of which 
was loll by fire at Port Defire, under the command of the latter, in the year 1615 ; and, pafling 
on fouth of the Magellanic Streights, he found a new and fafer ftreight, which he named alkr 
his partner Lc Maire, through which he pafled into the South Sea, having failed almoft into 
the fixtieth degree of fouth latitude before he got round the Cape, which he named after liis 
town of Hoorn, on the ifle named Terra del Fuego, lying in fifty-feven degrees forty-eight 
minutes : thence croffing the great fouthern ocean, they came to Jacatra, fince named Batavia, 
where, notwithflandlng this new and great ’difeovery, their (hip and goods were feized by the 
Prefident of the Dutch Eaft India Company, in the year 1616. So he and his men took their 
paflage home in one of that Company’s (liips, having performed their whole circumnavigation 
in two years and eighteen days. 

This new difeovered fouth-weft paflage to India was afterwards (hortened, in 1623, by a 
way through the ftreight of NafiTau, to the north- weft of Le Maire’s ftreight: and it was yet 
further (hortened, by difeovering a new ftreight, named Brower’s Streight, in the year 1643 ; 
both of thefe ftreights being found by Hollanders. Yet, fince the powers of Europe have 
made treaties about the Eaft India commerce, that fouth-weft pafiTage is not made ufe of, unlcfs 
for illicit commerce with the Spanifli territories in the South Sea, or in cafe any of the other 
powers fliould be at war with Spain, 

In this fame year 1616, the Dutch Eaft India Company arc faid to have made a dividend to 
their proprietors of no Icfs than lixty-tvvo and one-half per cent, which (excepting that of 
feventy-five per cent, in 1607) was the higheft ever made by that company. Sometimes thofe 
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1616 large dividends were made but once in two years, and foinetiines in three years ; but of later 
years they make annual dividends, and fonietimes twice in one year. 

Very early in this feventeenth century, according to Morgan’s Hillory of Algiers, vol. ii. 
p. 62B, the Algcrinci, and, by their example, thofe of Tunis and Tripoli, began to fhow 
thcmfelvcs at lla witli fcjuaie failed ihips, contrary to ancient ufage ; in confcqucnce of which 
the ufc of gallics and galliots was laid allde by thcm.-^Thofe corfairs foon grew fo powerful, 
that, in tlic year 1616, we Hiid a letter of Sir Trancis Cottington, the Englilh Pvliniflcr in 
Spain, to the Duke of Buckingliam, advifiiig, that their whole fleet conlifted of forty fail of 
tall fliips, their Admiral being of live hundred tons burden ; with which they flruck terror all 
along the Spanifli coafts, dividing their force into^ two fquadrons, with one of which they 
])Iockcd up the port of Malaga, and with the other they cruifed hetwecii Lilbon and Seville. 
Conildcring tlic mean flate of the naval ftrength of the Chriflian powers of Europe in thofe 
times, this was truly a formidal)Ic fleet: but thofe rovers arc fcarcely able in our days to lend 
out Inch a fleet ; and, on the other hand, the Chrlllian powers arc fince become much more 
formidable in lliipping. « 

In this lame year i6t 6, the iMigliflx E:ift India Company (ent out five fiilps, viz. one of 
one thoiifand tons, one of nine hundred, one of eight hundred, one of four hundred, and 
one of one hundred and ilfry tons burthen ; and this was called their filth voyage on the joint- 
flock ; yet we have not met with any account of their fourth voyage. In this filth voyage^ 
they took a Poitagu< u liflip, laden with elephants teeth, which they landed at Surat, together 
with their own ladings of coral, cloth, tin, wines, ft rong waters, &c. Thence they went to 
Jacatra; but tlie Dutch., liaving a fort there already, ufed our faflory, fettled there by a grant 
from the King ('f B nuam, fo rudely, fays our voyagers, that our people were obliged to at- 
tack their fleet; and ours being joined by Sir Thomas Dale, with fix more fl'iips from Eng- 
land, and other Ihips of the company’s at iiiiniam, it confifted of thirteen fail of good fhips, 
with which we beat the Dutch fleet near Jacatra, as we alto did in another engagement oivtlic 
coall of Sumatra. Yet, in the end, five of our fliips w’ ere taken by the Dutch, we having 
before taken one of theirs. In the mean time, a Ihip of ours from England, brougiit an ac- 
count of agreement at home between the two companies, wdiicli put an end to thefe hoftilitics. 
Afterwards our Ihips at Firando in Japan, joined with the Dutch, wdio now (hewed our peo- 
})lc all friendlhip, in applications to the Emperor, who granted all their requefts/ On their 
return to Bantam, in the year 1621, they found a French Ihip trading there ; and ours re- 
turned that year home, laden with pepper, filk, cloves, and benjamin. In this fame voyage, 
one of our lliips failed to Mocha, in the Red Sea, and fettled a factory there, for the firft time, 
by pcimiffion of the Turkilh Aga. 

In the fame year, eight (liips fiiilcd from London and Plymouth, for the country fince 
named New England, and carried from thence great quantities of fifli and oil for Spain and 
Portugal ; as they did allb in the year 1618 : yet that country was not as yet fettled. 

The accounts our voyage writers give in thofe times arc often vague and coufufed. They 
pretend, that the princes and chiefs of the Banda ifles did, in a folemn writing, refign thofe 
iilcs, fo famous for nutmegs and cloves, in full propriety to the King of Great Britain for 
ever; declaring, that they never acknowledged the Dutch as tlicir fovcrcigns ; and that, in 
token of their fubjeflion, they would annually fend a branch of nutmegs to our King. Where- 
upon our people crefted forts, and warned the Dutch to come thither no more. Yet the lat- 
ter found, means to furprife both our fliips at Pooloway ; and at Bantam, inftead of a friendly- 
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1616 accommodation of thofe differences, the faftorics of the two companies fell to fighting: and 
the Dutch infifted on the iflc of Poleroon as the condition of reftoring our two Ihips ; and, 
moreover, in 1618, they took two more of our^lups. 

1617 Jn the fecoi:d year of the reign of King James I. iii the year 160^, that Prince had, by a 
new charter, confirmed all the former charters of the company of Merchant-adventurers ; and, 
in the ift'teenth ot his reign, 1617, he again confirmed all their former powers and privileges, 
for tlieir trading to the Netherlands and to Germany, with the woollen manufaflurcs of Eng- 
land, exclufive of all who were not free of that company. Both which charters, neverthclers, 
flill refervetl to the Mayor, Conftables, and Fellowfhip of the Merchants of the Staj)le of 
England, full liberty to trade into the faid limits. Yet according to Malynes, tlicir pro- 

feffed enemy, the Merchant-adventurers Company increafed their arbitrary proceedings 
“ more and more, and enlarged the fums to be paid for the freedom tliereof, &c. So that tlic 
Merchants o£ tlie Staple gradually loft their privileges, and' all otlicrs were compelled to 
“ conform to the rules and nieafures of the Merchant-adventurers Company, whole mem* 
“ bers were at this time about four thoufand perfons that is, in fa£l, almoft all who traded 
•in the woollen manufafture to Germany and the Netherlands. 

We have at length got into the feventeenth volume of the Foeclera, in the fir ft and fecond 
pages of which, we find King James’s creation of the great Sir Francis Bacon, who was at. 
that time Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, to be Lord Fligh Chancellor of England, with the 
very fame appointments as he had before as Lord Keeper, and as other Lord Chancellors had 
enjoyed, viz. Five hundred and forty-two pouuds fiftcen Ihillings for lalary, and two hund- 
red pounds,’’ or fifty pounds each term, for his attendance in the ftar-chamher ; alio 
three hundred pounds over and above the fald allowance, with lixty pounds per annum, for 
twelve tons of wine.” 

And p. 5, of the fame volume, King James, in that year, grants “ to AVilliam Segar, 
(barter King-at-arms, in confideration of the fmallnefs of ihc fees of his ofiicc, an annual 
“ penfion of ten pounds : and to William Camden, Chrencieiix King-at-arins, twenty pounds 
yearly, for the like veafoii ; and the fame to llichard St. George, Noiroy King-at-arms. — 
Alfo an annual penfion of thirteen pounds fix ihillings and eightpence to each of the lie- 
‘‘ raids.” 

King James, being on his progrefs to Scotland, iffued out the following extraordinary pro- 
clamation, which, in our days, as clfewherc obferved, would be thought not a little arbitiaiy, 
viz. “ He ftriftly commands all noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who have inanlion-houft s 
in the country, to depart within twenty days after the date thereof, with their wives and 
“ families, out of the city and fuburbs of London, and to return to their fcvcral habitations 
in the country, there to continue and abide until the end of the fummer vacation, to per- 
form the duties and charge of their places and fcrvicc ; and likewife, by lioufekecpiiig, to be 
a comfort unto their neighbours, in order to renew and revive the laudable ciiflom of hof- 
pitality in their refpeftive countries. Excepting, however, fuch as have ncceiiaiy occa- 
fion to attend in our city of London for term bufinefs, or other urgent occafions, to be figni- 
fied to, and approved by our privy council.” 

On this occafion we lhall only further remark, that King Henry TV, of France, after tlie 
peace ofVervins, iffued a fimilar proclamation in the year 1598, (which poffibly King James 
thought a good precedent, having likewife, on fcveral other occafions,, teftified a fonclnefs for 
imitating that able Prince in matters of (late policy, perhaps without duly confidcring tlie cliF 
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1617 fcrcnceof the conftitution, temper, &c. of the two kingdoms) commanding his nohility and 
gentry to retire to their eflatcs, improve their lands, and keep the peace of their rcfpefllve 
countries. 

We lhall juft obferve, under thjis fame year, from p. 9, of the feventcenth volume of the 
Fcedcra, that we now meet with the firll commiflion to Sir John Digby, afterwards Earl of 
Ih'iftol, from King James, for treating with King Philip II I. of Spain, for a marriage be- 
tween Charles Prince of Wales, and the Infanta Maria of Spain, King iMiilip’s daughter ; a 
treaty, whic h, after being in agitation about eight years, was fruitlcfs at iaft, and proved of no 
iuKiII detriment to the public. 

In this lame year, the Hollanders firft fetitled and fortified the illc of Gorcc, on the 

African coail, near Cape Verde. The Englifli long after, viz. in tlie year 1663, took it from 
the Dutch, but refored it in 1664. In the year 1O77, the French took it from the Dutch, 
and held it till ihc year 1758, when it was retaken by Great Pritain ; and in 1762, it was 
again flipulated to be yielded up to France. 

It is but a fmall and barren iJlc, faid to be without either wood or good water : yetdts liav- 
ing a fale harbour and anehorage, rendered it convenient to the French, becaufe of their fac- 
tories on the coaft of the nciglihouring continent, (the principal whereof, viz. Fort Louis, iir 
tlic river of Senegal, the Fnglilh took from the French in the year 1758) at which fadlories 
llic ]■ rcnch traded for gold, Haves, liidcs, ollrich-fcathers, bccs-wax, gum Senegal, an ex- 
tremely ufcful commodity, millet, ambergreafe, &c. and was, by the preliminaries of the 
year 1762, agreed to 1 )C ceded to Groat Britain. 

In this fame year, the quarrels at Spitzbergen about the whale-fifliing, ran very high be- 
tween the EngUlh and the Dutcli, the former feizing on part of their oil : and this is the firft 
time we find mcniion of 1ms or whale-bone being brought home with the blubber or oil , 
althougli probably before this period, it had been employed for women’s flays, &c. by means 
of the Bifcay whalc-'-dicrs. 


S In the next year, King James, as King of Scotland, incorporated a number of Englifli, 
Scots, and Zealanders, to be a new company to filh at Spitzbergen, and much Ihipping, pro- 
vifions, were contrafted for : yet, after all their preparations, this Scotifli patent was an- 
nulled ; and it was agreed, that the Eall India adventurers fhould ftill join flock with the Ruf- 
lia Compajiy, and be one joint company for the whale-filhery. Thirteen fliips were there- 
upon fent thither : but the Zealanders proving fuperior there, and being exafperated at the 
laft ycai’s feizing of their oil, &:c. and their difappointment by refeinding the above-named 
Scotilh patent, they attacked, overpowered, rifled, and difperfed the Englifli fhips, moft 
of tliem returning home empty. 

The manner of managing the whalc-fifliing of both nations was then quite different from 
what it is in our days ; the whales, in thofe early times, having never been difturbed, fay 
our voyagers, reforted to the bays near the lliore, fo that tlieir blubber was cafily landed at 
Spitzbergen, where they crcflcd cookeries, (that is coppers, fee. for boiling tlicir oil; winch 
cookeries they left flanding from year to year, and only brought home the purified oil and the 
whale-bone. The Englilh, having been lirft in that fifliery, kept pofleflion of the beft bays : 
the Hollanders, coming later, were obliged to find bays further north ; yet the Danes, who 
came later into this trade than the Dutch, got in between the Englilh and Dutch : the Ham- 
burgers came after the Danes ; and after them came the French, and alfo the liifcayners, who, 
though they were older whalc-fiihers than any in Europe, except the Norwegians, had not, 
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Jt6i8 however, prjrftifcd this method, but by the example of the Englifli and the reft; and who 
were forced to fet up their cookeries ftill further off. But, fince thofc tirncs, the whales arc 
Jcls frequent in the bays, and are moft commonly among the openings of the ice, at a greater 
diftance from land, which obliges thc ljiips to follow them thither : fo that the blubber is new 
cut from the whales which arc taken, in fmall pieces at the fliips fides, and their calks filled 
•therewith, and thus brought home to be boiled and purified, and the whale-fins alfo to 
be cleaned. This latter method, however, of fifliing, being often found dangerous and ha- 
zardous to {hipping, it difeouraged our Englifii adventurers, who then traded in a company, 
fo that they foon after reliiiquifhed that fifhery; and fo it remained till the reign of King 
Charles II. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company fending out fix fliips in the year 1618, for India, under 
the command of Sir Thomas Dale : we find, in the feventcenth volume, p. 56, of the Fa'dcra, 
that King James I. to give a greater weight to that voyage, granted to him a fpecial cominif- 
fion to govern thkt fleet, as well by common as by martial-law : alfo to feize on the fliips and 
merchandize of any others of his fubjefts who Ihould be found navigating within the com- 
pany’s limits without their licence ; half the value of fiich fcizurcs to belong to the crown, 
and the other half to the company. 

We have fecn King James’s commiflion to Sir Walter Raleigh, in the year 1616, for the 
projc£l of finding the rich gold mines of Guiana ; and in the year following, he lalled out on, 
that adventure, wdth twelve lliips, two of which clefertecl liiin before he arrived at Cjiiiana, 
where, however, he could never find the marks he had left there ; although his fon and Cap- 
tain Kemys failed a vaft w’ay up the river Oronoque in queft of them, to no purpofe. But 
being narrowly watched by Count Gondemar, the Spanifli mlnifter at King James’s court, 
and perhaps, as many probably think, given up to be a facrificc to the projefted match hr- 
tweeii Charles Prince of Wales and the Infanta of Spain ; King James was induced, in 16 iS, 
to iifuc the following proclamation, in fubftance, viz. I'hat wdicreas he had licenfed Ra- 
kigh and others, to undertake a voyage to Guiana, where they pretended great probabili- 
ties to make difeovery of rich gold mines ; in which licence we did, by exprefs limitation 
and caution, reftrain them from any aft of hoflility, wrong, or violence, upon the teni- 
tories of any Princes in amity with us, and more particularly of thofc of our dear lu'othcr, 
the King of Spain : all which, notwithftanding, we are fince informed by common fiimc, 
that they have, by an hoftile invafion pf the town of St. Thome, being under the obedience 
of ourfaid dear brother, the King of Spain, and by killing of divers of the Inhahitants tlicrc- 
of, his fubjefts, and after burning and facking the faid town, malicioufly broken and in- 
fringed the peace and amity which hath been fo happily eftablifhed, and fo long inviolably 
continued, between us and the fubjefts of both our crowns : we have therefore held it fit, 
“ to make a public declaration of our own utter miflike and deteftation of the faid infolencics 
and excefles. And, for the clearing of the truth of the faid common fame, we do licreby 
“ ftriftly charge all our fubjefts, that liave any particular underftanding and notice thereof, 
immediately to difeover the fame to fomc of our privy council, upon pain of our higheft 
difpleafure.” — Foedera, vol. xvii. p. (p. 

Upon Raleigli s return, without geld, King Janies difavowed his having given him autho- 
rity to fail to Guiana, although he had privately received of him a feheme of the whole de- 
fign, with a particular defeription of the country and river of Oronoque, &c. He could not, 
however, be put to death on account of this enterprife, becaufc he had King James's commif- 
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and other nuiflmces » be removedv 
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In vol. xvii. p. 119, ,of the Fmdera, lit '<4lga, 
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“ for the fight end deii^ t ' 
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ai7<f am historic and chronological deduction 

L<^i 8 In p. 121, of the feme volume of the Ftedera, we have King James’s fpecial licence to Da^ 
vid Ramfey atid Thomas WildgolTe, “ for the foie ufe and benefit of ccitain difcoveiics and 
“ invcutions> 

“ I. For ploughing of land without horfcs or oxen. 

“ II. For improving of barren grounds, 

,** For railing of water from any low place to the houfes of noblemen and gentlemen, 

and to cities and towns : and, 

“ IV. To make boats, for the carriage of burdens and pafTengers, to run upon the water 
“ as fwift in calms, and more faft in Aorms, then boajs full failed in great winds.” 

At this time the Aflicry of the United Netherlands was got to a very gicat height, for wliicli 
we have the undoubted authority of the Grand Pcnlionary De Witt, in his book entitled, '1 lu 
IntcreA of Holland. Sir Walter Raleigh had taken much pains to gain all poAiblt kno\\kJ,^e 
of it for King James’s information ; and-De Witt feems to give credit to Rakighk aci.v ol 
its magnitude, as appears by the following paragraph, viz, 

“ And indeed, if that be true, which Sir Walter Raleigh affirms, who made diligent cn- 
** quiry thereinto, for King James’s information, viz. That the Hollandeis hlhcd on the 
*' coaAs of Great Britain with no fewer than three thoufand Axips, and fifty thoufand men , 
** and that they employed and ibnt to fea, to tianfport and fell the fifli fo taken, and to make 
“ returns thereof, near nine thoufand Axips more, and one hundred and fifty thouland men 
” befide, by fea and land : and, if we hereunto add what he faith further, viz. That every 
“ twenty buAef do, one way or other, maintain eight thoufand people, and that the Hol- 
“ fenders had, In all, no fewer than twenty thoufand Axips at fea , as alfo, that their fiilimg, 
” navigation, and traffic by fea, witli its dependencies, fince that time to the year 1667, i. 
“ increafed one third more ; I fay, if tixat be fo, we may tlien cafily conclude, tliat the lea is 
** a.fpecial means of Holland’s fubAAence.” 

In another place De Witt aflerts, “ That in the province of Holland, the filhery alone mam- 
“ tains four hundred and fifty thonfexid people.” 

With refpeS to the wlxale-fiAicry of the Hollanders, De Witt quotes Lieven Van Aitzmn, 
who fays, ** That the whalc-fiAxcry to the northward employs above twelve thoufand men .it 
** fea which Axews, that the Dutch had probably, near three hundred fail of Axips employed 
in the wlxaie-fiAiery about one hundred years ago, at a time when England had none at all em- 
ployed therein. 

The colony of Virginia went pn mcreafing, and bad by this time planted confidcrable quan- 
tities of tobacco there, which now began to be well taken off at home. 1'he old way of fail- 
ing to Aiat colony by the Caribbee iAes, was Aill, in this year 1618, generally pra^ifed. 'Sir 
Samuel Argali, tW governor, finding this colony in a thriving way, began to have his eye 011 
the French, who, about the year 1616,, had crofied the river of St. Lawrence, and had a fet- 
tlement.in the country then natped Acadia, a part of that province called Nova Scotia, and 
alfo fomewbat furtlicr foutbward, on^part of What is now called New England. But he drove 
the French from Port Royal, fince named Annapolis Royal, and alfo from another fmall fet- 
tlcracnj of theirs, and took a Aiip riding before it : fome of whom went home to France, and 
others of them .failed up the river of St. Lawrence, and fettled in Canada. 

We are here to obferve, Aiat the EnglUb, from the very beginixing of their fettling on the 
continent of America, had evur deemed Nova Scotia to be a part of North Virginia, juA in the 
fame fenfe as Georgia, more lately, and Jbefore it took that name, was undoubtedly deemed a 

cart 
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1618 part of South Carolina, thaugh not then fetUed. For at this riffle^ of 

Cape Henry, before it was planted and divided into ieparate goVewsihentsy Vt^SkooVvn by the 
foie name of Virginia, which being the mother Englilh colony on that cohtineht, 'ihd its pa- 
tent extending to the northerhmoft parts of Americjji, all the country which was then cnltiva* 
ted in Virginia, bad the appellation of North Virginia. 

On the fame cruife, and for the fame reafoa. Sir Samuel Argali dillodged fome Dutshmen, 
who, under pretence of a purchafe from Captain Hudfon, from whom that rivdr took its 
name, had feated themfelves on Hudfon’s river, in what iS how called the province -of New 
York, and which the Dutch had then named New Netherlands : yet they agrin fbon re-fettled 
and multiplied there. 

Whether the Indians of Virginia had received bad impredSoiMt df our firft EftgKlh planters, 
Jojy j)^ wliom, through rafhnefs, mighl 'have ufed violence towards them, is not, at tbls dif- 
^^ce of time, and through partial reprefentations, fo cafily to he deterytined : but it is certain, 
that the Indians deftroyed many Englilh people in thofe rimes 'and that tlrey, in retaliation, 
made great havock of the Indians, who at rirft were 'Very numerous altmg lhat coaft; fo as to 
have either deftroyed them alh or elfe driven fuch as icthained of them up into the inland 
countries. Certainly, whenever it can be done Wiritfafetyi it is of vaft benefit to any fuck 
plantation to live well with the native favi^es. Who may be many ways fubfervient to their iir- 
tereft, more efpccially by carrying on a verjr cbnfiderable traffic with them for peltry, (that is, 
furs and Ikins) in exchange for that fort of woollen cloth called duffle, guns, gunpowder, 
lead- fhot, hatchets, knives, feiftars, needles, and thread,* red okcr, for pointing their bodies, &c. 
Alfo by engaging their friendihip, in dppofition to thbfe of the colonies of other European 
nations at variance With them. We oughts hoWeve^ on this occafioir, to do the managers 
of the Virginia Company the jufticc to obferve, that, even fo early as this lame year 1618, 
they had formed a defign .to creft a college for the converfion of the Indians to Chriftianity, 
although it afterwards proved ahortivie. 

The Dutch in Europe went on very fuccefsfoUy in their captures at fea of both Spanilh and 
Portuguefc fhlpping : but of all their expeditions, fays Voltaire, in his General Hifjtory of 
Europe, vol.,vi. chap. ii. that of Admiral Peter Hen was thefmoft profitable to them;- he 
having, in this fame year, i6i8j raaftered and taken the entire fleet of galleons homeward- 
houndi by which ftroke of good fortune, he carried home no lefs than twenty millions of 
livresi ^ 

In this year, the Hollanders began to fortify the port of Jacatra, fince called Batavia, in order 
. to exclude the Englilh from feforting to it, Tlie Javans oppofing it, were affifted by the Eng- 
lilh from Bantam with cannon and (hips, wirii which they drove away the Dutch Ihips of war; 
yet, .in the end. the Dutch flood, their ground; arid kept pofteffion of Batavia, and alfo of their 
faftory at Bantam, after iqany With' tbe Englilh Company’s Ihips, and much llaugh- 

ter between them, and al^o with t^lb 6f Bantam. After which, this new city of Batavia in- 
creafed very mudi lp peopde at>d oommerce* its haven being capable of containing one tbou- 
fand fail of Blips : it was attackedi'^but vVithbut fuccefs, by the King of Java, tlicn called Em- 
peror of Matemn, by iea and land, in the year 7630 ; add again, by the Bantamcfc, in 4655, 
Hither they import vaft quantities of European merchandize Tor the Javans, and alfo for the 
Chinefe, who comq there in their la^ veftels. It is indeed a magazine for all the produc- 
tions uf India^ Japan, and the Spicb iflulds ; it is the centre of all the Dutch commerce^ and 
iri governor-genend hves in the ftate of a fovereign prince, his forces being reckoped about 

M m 2 twenty 



A* 

1618 twenty thouftnd, or upwards : and irt Java, th« Moluccas, Geylon, a^'Malaccat, ferae have 
reckoned lialfa 'raUiion of people febjc^ fe tile IDutch Gompasy, who, in India, are llrong 

. enough to expel all the otfaW. European nations ; and they fend- more European merchandize 
to liuhatiian perhaps all tlie teflr of ^tfropc do together. The Dutch governors of Batavia 
Jiiave, from time to time, added many new fortifications and outworks to that city, which is 
ablrat fii^ilea in circumference, and contains about eiglity thoufand people. They have 
likewife built many forts and redoubts, at proper diftances, for fevcral miles round about, for 
tbeiafety of their plantations, farms, and pleafure-houfes ; fo as to be deemed long ftnee out 
of dangn from any fuccefsfol attack from the natives, according to Nieuhoff’s Voyages, pub- 
Hftied in the year 1676, who then reckoned iix thoufand feven hundred and twenty fighting 
men in itf beiide the Dutch inhabitants, and the fitmilles of great numbers of Chinefc, Ma- 
layans, Amboynefc, Moors, and Javanefe. They have fugar-houfes, powder-miI!«, paper- 
mills, and all other oonveniencies^ without being obliged to depend on the uncertainty p; 
plies from Europe: and their «ofiee is reckoned next to that of Mocha for goodnefs. They 
have alfe pepper, rice, wa^, benxoin; alfe magazines of iron, timber, and naval fiorcs; 
feunderies for> cannon,. docks for feip-batlding^ » 

The Englilh Rnflia Company were now dilpoting with the Hull men their whale-fifhing at 
the ille of Trinity, lying: in. the north Tea, towards Spitzbergen; the company claiming an 
exclufive right to that fiihery : yet the Hull ihips having firft difeovered tliat ifle, and very 
early filhed at and near it, it was granted to the corporation of Hull by King James, in the 
feme year, t6i8, for their wbalc-Blhing, according toCaibden's Annals. 

Although the Englifh, as we have feen, had, fo early as the year 1536, referred for com- 
merce to Guinea, or the weftemcoaft of Africa^ ye^ by reafen of certain IplTcs and difap- 
pointments they had met with in that traffic, they became negligent thereof, and even fccin 
to have difeominued it entirely, until this year 1618 ; when King James I. granted an exclu- 
five charter to Sir Robert Rich, and other Londoners, for raifing a joint Rock for a trade to 
Guiitea. Hevertlielefs, as feparate traders would not forbear referting to that coaft, fuch dii- 
jputes arofe between this country and them, as feon ended in the dilTcdtttion of the company, 
whofe proprietors withdrew their lhares« 

The foregoing circumftance occafioned trade* to lie negteded during the reft of this 
King’s Tcign, and alfe feme of that of his fon, whiift the Ho&nders perftftpd in improving 
their own trade on this coaft. That fhoit-lived company had foon fpent the' greateft part of 
their capital ; the gold and drug trade alone not being fuffieient to fupport fedories and forts 
there ; there havingaa yet been fearcely any trade fer negro ikves for our own American phm- 
tacions exifting. 

1619 The Engliih Ruffia and Eaft India Companies,, having, as we hive already obferved, uni- 

ted in the carrying on the wbak-^ing to ^^idfeigen, now fent out thhher nine ihips 
and iwo pinnaces ; but this proving an unfortunate tnofe two companies, who had 

now carried on this filhery jointly for two years unfueceftfedifi to adventure no more. 

The Engliih ftlver coins being mttch melted down aaid exported at this time, for remedy, 
in the fevenfeeh^ volume, p. 135, of the Foedera, we j^d dw felfeWmg proclamation by 
King James 

1. Frohilfi^ngthe exehangeofftlver coins into gold enm, for an^ nUKUwr of profit, or 
alrave the rates for whk% the iftmecoim am cotteat in the-^ 
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In this pt6dS[tmt!ion hit thentions 2 fdrnier one, wiiich' we have not tqet whh, of the tenth 
year of his feign, “/br due better laying of treafure within this realm, and for the procuring 
“ artd inviting the fame to be brought into the kingdom, and to his mint,” In which pro- 
clamation he fet the prices of foreign gold and filvcr in their fcveral fpecies. “ Whereas,” 
fays this laft proclamation, “ the drawing of tfionies into the goldfmiths hands, by turniirg 
“ filver into gold upon profit of exchange, doth make it (the fllver) the more ready to be in- 
“ grolTed into the merchants hands, for tranfportalion to mints abroad, and that fuch profit 
“ to be taken upon change of monies is prohibited by law ; the King ftri£tly commands, tlwt 
“ no goldlMlHh nor any other perfon ftall melt down, or make into any kind of veflcl or 
“ plate, or other manufacture, any of his coins current in thefe realms , but lhali only make 
“ the fame out of old plate, foreign bullion, or foreign coin, or of filver burnt out of lace. 


“^d jjie like. 

^ll. “ And, the better to prevent the unneceflary and exceflive vent gold and filver foliate, 
i. e. leaf, ” within this realm, none fuch fhall henceforth be wrought or ufed in'any build- 
“ ing, cicling, wainfeo^ bedfteads, chairs, ftools, cloaths, or any other ornament whatfo- 
“ ever ; except it be armour or weapons, or in arms or enfigns of honour at funerals, or 
“ monuments of tlie dead.” 

This has been often remarked to be peculiarly a reign of proclamations. 

In p. 134, Sfc. of the feventeenth volume of the Foedera, we have in this fame year two 
againft eating flefh in Lent, or on other faft days. “ None to prefume to difobey this order 
“ without a licence from the Bifhop of the diocefe ; which licences,” fays the King, “ fliould 
“ be fparingly granted/’—His reafons are, “ The benefit of this abftincnce, for tlie increafe 
“ of flclh meat all the reft of the year, and that the contrary praftke is againft law.” 

And p. *40. we have, the fame year, a proclamation, for the builders of new 
“ houfes in London, to make their walls of brick, as in a former proclamation.” 

King James I. has generally been cenfured for the great numbef of his grants, donatives, 
and penfions to his favourites , in confequence of which he rendered himfelf almoft always 
neceflitous. One of the moft confiderable for that age was his grant of a penfion of two thou- 
fand five hundred pounds per annum, for thirty-one years to come, to James Marquis of Ha- 
milton and Earl of Cambiidgc. — See the Foedera, voL xvii. p. 168. 

liiif. Foedera, vol. xvii. p. 170, we fee King James’s ratification of a treaty of pacification 
between the two rival Eaft India Companies of England and Holland, after very many great 
and lharp controvcrCcs between them, both in relation to the Eaft India and Greenland trades, 
compofed by his Majefty’s interpofition : who thereupon (fays Camden’s Annals) knighted 
the Dutch deputies or commiffioners. It is in fubftance : 

“ After fundry fruitlcfs conferences at London and at the Hague, in the years 1613 and 
“ 1615, for accommodating thofe diflerences, the King and the States, defirtng to cement 
“ more and more the bands of friendfliip between the two nations, were earneft to refume the 
“ faid affair in a third congrefs, to be held by cOnuniffioners from the King and tlie States in 
“ the prefence of certain deputies from each company : and, after long debates, they have at 
*' lengtlt come to the following conclufions ; viz. 

1 . ” Theit (hall be, from the date hereof, an amnefty and oblivion of all offences and cx- 
ceflTes committed in the Eaft Indies by either party j and, in confequence thereof, the pri- 
« foners, fliips, and merchandize, of both parties lhali be freely delivered up and reftored.” 

- ' H. “ AU 
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1619 II. All the officers and fervants of botli companies ffiall afford all poffible aid and ftiend* 
ihip to each other, as between friends and neighbours fo nearljr allied ; and if any of either 
** party lhall happen to be in diftrefs at fea, the people of the other party ihall afford them all 
“ poffible fuccour. 

III. “ Commerce in the Eaff Indies (hall be abfolately free for both companies ; who may 
. trade with and employ, on their refpedtive feparate accounts, fuch fund and capital as they 

“ fhall'^udge proper. 

IV. “ For the common benefit of commerce in India, both companies (hall endeavour to 
bring about the reduflion of the duties there, as well as of gifts and prejlipts. 

V. “ The like endeavouts lhall be ufed by both companies in India to feduce the prices of 
merchandize there. And as to the fale of India commodities in the countries of both the 
contrafling parties, a certain price lhall be mutually agreed on, below which, neither com- 

“ pany lhall fell the fame. , * . 

VI. “ For tbe^'preventing of all jealouiies between the two companies, the coromiffioners 
•< of both companies lhall hx a certain moderate price for the pnrehafe of pepper at Bantam, 
“ and other places in Java Major; which lhall be equally ffivided between the two com- 
“ panics. 

VIT. ** The Englilh Eaft India Company lhall freely enjoy the traffic at Palicate ; and bear 
“ half the cxpencc of the fort and garrifon there. 

VIII. “ In the Molucca Iflcs, Banda, and Amboyna, commerce lhall be fo regulated by 
“ common confent, that the Englilh company fliall enjoy the third part of it, both for im- 
“ port and export, and the Dutch company the other two-thirds thereof. 

IX. “ And for this purpofe the commiffioners of both companies lhall buy the merchan- 
“ dize at the current prices there, and lhaU divide them by lot, in due proportion, betneen 
'* both companies. 

X. “ And as fo remote a commerce, and of fuch importance, cannot be protefled without 
a ftrong power, twenty Ihips of war lhall be furnilhed for tliat end ; each company ten 

“ Ihips, and each Ihip from liv hundred to eight hundred tons burden, manned with one 
“ hundred and fifty perfons, andfuinilhed with tliirty pieces of cannon eacli, bclides othci 
** needful ammunition ; which cannon lhalJ carry bullets of ten to eighteen pounds weight. 
I:?* This is the fir A inllance found in the Foedera of fpecifying the number and lize of the 
cannon, and the weight of their bullets, jointly with the tonnage, which, in modem times, 
is termed the rate of a Ihip of war. 

XI. “ Alfo the council of defence lhall conlider of the number of gallies, frigates, and other 
“ lelTer ncceflary veflels. 

XII. “ The forts and garrifons in the Moluccas, Banda, and Amboyna* lhall be main- 
tained by the impolitions on xht produds of the faid ides, to be fettled by the faid common 

“ council of defence. 

XIII. For the better ellablilhing and preferving of order, there lhall be erefled a Coun- 
“ cil of Defence, of each company four perfons , being ^e principal officers of each com- 
” pany : who lhall prelide in their turns. 

XIV. Which Council of Defence lhall direift all matters relating to the common defence 
at fea ; and lhall llation the Ihips of war as they ffiall judge neceffiiry. 

XV. “ The faid Council of Defence lhall fetde the impofitionaneedlhl for the maintenance 
** of the forts and garrifons. 


XVI. « The 
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1619 XVI. “ The Ihips of vrar Hwll renoaiti in the pkce$ where iUtioned, and (hall not be em» 
“ ployed in bringing goods to Europe. 

XVIIf ** Yet, if the Council of Defence lhall permit it, the faid fhipi of war may be em- 
“ ployed fometimes from one place to another in India, for the conveying of merchandize be- 
' longing to their refpefitive companies. 

XVIII. “ The Council of Defence niay alfo, in emergencies, employ the merchant fhjps 
“ for defence. 

XIX. XX. “ The lofs and cxpence, as well as the profit by captures, &c. fhall be equally 
“ borne and divided, between both companies. 

XXI. XXII. “ But Ihips of war, which may. be loft by tempeft. See. fhall be made good 
“ by the company they belong to. 

XXlll. “ The forts flxall remain in the pofleftion of that company in whofe hands they 
■'^'noVSTe. 

XXIV. XXV. “ As for the forts in the Moluccas, or elfewhere in India, acquired by the 
** joint forces of both companies, they fhall be equally pofleiled and garrifoned by both com- 
“ panics; as the Council of Defence fhall direct. 

XXVI. The two companies fhall jointly endeavour to open a free trade to China, or 
“ elfewhere; as the Council of Defence lhall direft. 

XXVII. “ Neither company fhall henceforth pretend to exclude the other from any part 
“ of the Indies ; whether it fhall be by fortifications, or by contrads hereafter to be made. 
“ But all the commerce fhall be free and common to both companies in every part of the 
“ Indies. 

XXVIll. “ None other, not free of either company, fhall enjoy the benefit of this com- 
“ mcrce. And if any fubjcfl of the King, or of the States, fhall hereafter invade the privi- 
“ leges of cither-company, in that cafe both companies lhall jointly and fcparately endeavour 
•' to oppofc all invaders of this trade, and all other companies that may hereafter be fet up 
“ during the term of this treaty, which fhall be for twenty years. 

XXIX. “ I’erfons dying in any fadlory in India, where their adminiftrators are not pre- 
“ fent, the officers of cither company fhall take due care of the cfFefts of the defunft, for the 

adminiftrators benefit. 

Finally, “ The King ratifies this treaty ; and promifes, not to ereft any other India Com- 
“ pany daring the faid term of twenty years above-named.” 

Never, furely, was there a move formal ahd plaufibic pacification, and even in a great mea- 
furc an union, between two commercial bodies than this famous treaty. And yet it feems to 
have been no fooner ratified than determined to be infringed in the moft plain and cflential 
parts of it. 

Our hiftorians are unanimous in ‘throwing the blame on the Dutch Company, more efpe- 
cially in the barbarous affair at Atnboyna, See. And, on the contrary, the Dutch endeavour 
to clear themfelves, and to throw the blame on our Company’s managers in India. But as, at 
this diftance of time, it is of little importance to fcirch minutely into the bottom of thole 
altercations ; it is- much more to our purpofeliCre to make the folbwing remark ; 

That could the faid two companies have been fo wife, as to have lived in perfect harmony 
together, they might, probably, have now remained foie mailers of the entire commeVee of 
Arabia, Perlia, India, and China ; fo as tO have had it cffeflually in their power to have ex- 
pelled nofonly the Portttguefe, but every other European nation, from trading to thofc coun- 
t ' tries ; 
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1619 tries : (how juftly that could have been done, we do not pretend to fay) as plainly appears by 
the whole tenor of the before-mentioned articles ; the breach whereof was faid to have been 
made by the officers of both companies in India, not only before their principals in Europe 
could b^ apprized of it, but it was much longer before they perfeftly knew the real grounds of 
their mutual retaliations in India ; unlcfs we fhould fuppofe, as fome have alleged, that Uiis 
whole treaty was never intended to be kept by the Dutch Company any further than Ihould 
fuit Ihcir ^efent intereft : all which allegations arc to be read with proper caution. 

To thefe articles we fhall add what we find in the fccond edition of the fecond volume of 
the General Colledion of Treaties of Peace and Commerce, p. 189, printed in the year 
1732; viz. 

To the fifth article both companies fubjoined an agreement, “ that each company fhould 
have two refidents in each others country, reciprocally, to be prefent at the deliberations of 
“ each company, and for giving and receiving advice and information about tkc^»srf?aL;ijp.lat- 
“ ing to the maifttcnance of this treaty.” ' ^ ‘ 

And upon the twenty-eighth , article, “ the companies of both nations agreed to obtain of 
“ their refpeftive fovcrcigns, that none of their fubjefts Ihould hereafter fail to India in the 
“ fervice of any other nation.” Ibid. p. ao2. 

In p. 178, of the faid feventeenth volume of the Fcedera, we have King James’s appoint- 
ment of Sir John Eyre, to be his minifier at the court of the Grand Signior Sultan Ofmin Han, 
at Conllantinople, “ for the fettling of friendfhip and commerce between England and Tur- 
•“ key: and the King gives this Minifler power to appoint confuls in the proper places there.” 

In a record, ibid. 181, King James confirms “ a grant, formerly made, to Charles his 
only fon. Prince of Wales, of twenty tlioufand eight hundred and ninety-feven pounds five 
fhillings and fcvcn-pence yearly, for his honourable fupport j over and above the lands, pof- 
fellions, liberties, and other revenues, granted him by fcveral letters patents.” 

“ About this time,” according to the ingenious author .of the Prefent State of England, 
publifhed in the year 1683, part. iii. p. 93, “ tapellry work was firft brought into England, 
by Sir Francis Crane; for the encouragement whereof King James gave two tlioufand 
*• pounds for the building of a houfe at Mortlake, on die Thames ; where one Francis Clein 
was the firft defigner.” 

The authqr of the Happy future State of England, publilhcd in folio, in the year 1689, 
p. 78, gives us the whole coinage of bodi gold and filver, in the Mint at the Tower of Lon- 
alon, between the years 1599 and 1619; viz. four millions feven hundred and fcvcnty-ninc 
ihoufand three hundred and fourteen pounds thirteen (hillings and four-pence. 

The voyagers tell us, that in this year the Englilh from Japan, attempted to fettle a trade 
■with China and Cochin China, though unfucccfsfully. At the laft-named country both the 
Englifti and Dutch faflors were m^acred ; becaufc, as was given out, the Dut+di had, a little 
before, burned one of their towns. Letters alfo from the Englifh faftory at Firaiido, in 
Japan, gave accounts of a great perfecution of Chriftians in that country : and they alfo com- 
plained of die cruel treatment by the Dutch to the EngHfti there, whom they would have to- 
tally deftroyed, but for the intcrpofition of the Japanefc. 

We have already feen, that the French Jiad found the way to the Eaft Indies fo early as in 
the year 1601, under the diredion of a company of merchants of the town of St. Malo’s. In 
Thevenot’s Colleftion of Voyages we find they had now fent .out three (hips thither : and at 
Acbeen, in..tbe ifte of Sumatra, dteir Admiral Ueatdieujdelivered to the King of that place 

die 
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1619 the French Kmg’s letters and prefents. Beaulieu complained of olyftruAions from the Eng* 
lifh, but more cfpccially from the Dutch» that obftruftion being quite conllftent with the be- 
fore recited treaty ; and, upon the whole, feems to have made but an indifferent voyage. 

In this fame year the voyage writers tell us, that the Dutch poffeffed the principal ports of 
trade in the great ifle of Borneo : its chief prod uflions being, the Beft camphire in the world, 
frankincenfe, caffia, mulk, agaric, aloes, various gums, wax, maftic, cotton, cinnamon, pepper, 
honey, diamonds, gold duft, Bezoar ftones, loadftones, iron, tin, Brafil wood, &c. 

Captain Monckc, by order of the court of Denmark, now wintered in the country ufually 
called Old Greenland, near Hudfon’s Bay : but, out of fixty-four men, only himfclf and two 
more furvived to the next fummer: and they, with the utmoft difficulty, brought home their 
fhipto Denmark. Yet in that country of Greenland, properly fo called, he found frcfli raf- 
berries under the fnow, many trees, falraon in the rivers, deer, hares, wild fowl, &c. and 
very gSoH talc, of which he brought home many tons : but the natives all the while would 
not come near him. This was an cfTay of the court of Denmark to try to re-people or re-co- 
Ionize that country of Greenland, which had anciently been planted from Norway ; but that 
plantation had been unaccountably loft, as we have feen, under the year 1348. Since this 
time, and in our own days, the Danes arc faid to have rc-colonized fome fmall part of that 
coaft, though to very little purpofc, 

Wc (hall conclude the tratifaftions of this. year with juft obferving, that the Levantine 
Turks, as well as the Barbary ones, were at this time ftrong in fliipping.: for the former now 
feized on Manfredonia in the kingdom of Naples ; and the Algerines maftcred the ifle of Ivica, 
belonging to Spain : but neither of thefe were they able to maintain for any confidcrable time. 
x6ao At this period, the voyages by fea to the Eaft Indies had fo greatly lowered the piices of 
Indian merchandize, that the trade between India and I'urkcy, by the old way, viz. both by 
the Perfian Gulph and up the river Tigris, and alfo by the Red Sea, was become much de- 
cayed ; fo that the Grand Seignior’s cuftoms were very much Icflened. 

The ingenious Mr. Munn publilhed, in the year 1621, a treatifc in favour of the Eaft India 
trade ; wherein he gives us the quantity of Indian merchandize confumed annually in Chrif- 
tendom, with their prime coft, and all charges till on board, both the old way from Aleppo, 
and the new way by long fea; by which relation, he thinks, will be feen the great benelit of 


our own Eaft India commerce, viz. 
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1620 Thus/^ continues Mr. Munn, ** for a little above a third pcirt of the price of the wares* 
** (hipped from Turkey, we have them foipped from India ; and, adding onefixth part more, 
for the cxpence of the India voyage homeward, beyond that of the Turkey one, the faid 
** wares by the Cape of Good Hope will coft us but about half the price which they will coft 
from 1 urkey ; befides, that the greater part of the Eaft India coft is paid to our own people, 
centers at home ; as the freight, infurance, fupercargocs wages, much of tl>« provi- 
“ fions, &c.’* 

Now, on a fuppofition, that nearly the fame proportion holds in our days, it will then fol- 
low, upon Mr. Munn’s plan, that a more confidcrable national benefit will arxfc from our 
modern Eaft India trade, the imports whereof arc now fo greatly incrcafed ; more cfpecially in 
tlic article of Bengal and China rawfilk. Moreover, it is queftionablc, whether, if the trade 
were turned into the old channel again, the Turks could take off much more of our produce 
and manufafturcs than they do at prefent : fo that moft of the balance muft, iifTteit caffr. be 
paid to Turkey irl' ready money by all Chriftendom. 

An objeftion, however, may be ftarted on the other fide, viz. whether the balance would 
be fo confidcrable as that which we, in particular, and the reft of Europe, fend yearly in filver 
to India, more cfpecially fince the vaft increafe of the confumption of tea from Cliina, then 
unknown to Europe. Mr. Munn fays, that, in his time, the Turks fent annually from AJep- 
po and Coiiftantinople five hundred thoufand pounds fterling, in money, merely for Per- 
** fian raw filk ; and fix hundred thoufand pounds more from Mocha, for callicoes, drugs, fugar, 
rice, &c. the Indians taking very little of the Turks in merchandize, but almoft the whole 
** in money. — That the Venetians, Florentines, and Marfeillians export much bullion ; but 
it is in order to import much more : and this, he thinks to be the cafe of our Englilh Eaft 
** India Company ; which, liowever, had only exported from its firft eftablilhmcnt, in the 
year 1601, to July 1620, five hundred and forty-eight thoufand and ninety pounds in Spa- 
** nifh filver; whereas they might by licence within that time have exported feven hundred 
** and twenty thoufand pounds. And, in the faid nineteen years, they have exported, in 
woollen cloths, tin, lead, and other Englilh and foreign wares, to the value of two huj\- 
dred and ninety-two thoufand two hundred and eighty-fix pounds, being on an average 
fifteen thoufand three hundred and eighty-three pounds per annum> Upon the whole, our 
“ author thinks the trade to India ought to be confidered as exporting annually in goods, 
four hundred and eighty thoufand pounds, and importing only one hundred and twenty 
“ thoufand pounds, whereby there is an annual balance in our favour of three hundred and 
‘‘ fixty thoufand pounds, which is either received in money, or its equivalent, from Turkey, 
“ Genoa, Leghorn, Marfeillcs, the Netherlands, &c. whither wc fend our Indian wares. 
“ He fays, the French and Venetians export annually to Turkey fix hundred thoufand 
pounds in bullion, for the purchafe of Perfian raw filk, &c. which they afterwards in part 
manufafture and export, and partly re-export raw to all parts of Europe ; from whence they 
** bring home much more bullion than they before exported to Turkey; which is alfb a pa- 
rallel cafe to that of our company’s exporting of bullion to India. That, in the company’s 
late quarrels with the Dutch, twelve of our (hips were furprifed and taken by them, which 
‘‘ has been a great loft to the company; yet they had ftili twenty-one good Ihips in India, 
‘‘ and four hundred thoufand pounds of good eftate; this trade employing ten thoufand tons 
** of (hipping, two thoufand five hundred mariners, five hundred (hip carpenters, and about 
one hundred and twenty fa£lors. That, with regard to the prefent complaints of the fcar- 
3 city 
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1620 “ city of rtloney amongft us, outlaying alide the Ball India trade, inftead of a remedy, would 
“ make the matter Hill worfe, unlefs we could likewife fuppfefs the commerce of all the other 
nations of Europe to India ; and cfpecially that of the Dutch, to whom, in fuch cafe, vve 
“ Ihould be obliged to pay fuch prices as tliey Ihould plcafe to impofe, for their Indian 
“ wares.” 

As Mr. Munn was an eminent merchant, and feems pcrfeaiy mailer of his fubjeft, wc 
thought fuch a brief view of the Eaft India trade, at that time, would be curious and ac- 
ceptable. 

In all the accounts hitherto publilhed of our Eaft India commerce, there is no mention of 
cinnamon ; becaufe the Portuguefe being ftill polTeflcd of the ifle of Ceylon, where alone the 
bell is produced, that fpicc was to be had only from Lilbon. 

King Janies, in fomc of his fpeeches, and the people of England in general, duly confider- 
ing tte great advantages reaped by other European nations from their Clk manufadtures, about 
this time, teftified much carneftnefs for the propagation of 151 k worms, and of white mulberry 
trees, for feeding the 151 k worms ; which, however, has hitherto been found impradlicablc, 
by rcafon of the coldnefs of our climate. But with refpeft to the manufadluring of raw lilk 
into broad lilk fabricks, they began, in the latter part of King James the Firft’s reign, to fet 
about it in earneft. For which end, one Mr. Burlamach, a merchant, much employed in 
thofe times by that Prince, by his diredlion, brought from abroad filk throwfters, 151 k dyers, 
and broad weavers : which manufadlure has, in procefs of time, proved fo extremely advan- 
tageous to the nation, and is fo very conliderable in our days, as to be tliought to employ no 
fewer than at leaft fifty thoufand people, in all its branches, and fome think half as many 
more. Mr. Munn, in his faid treatife, fays. That even tlien, many hundreds of people were 
continually employed in winding, twilling, and weaving of lilk in London. The anonymous 
author of an ingenious pamphlet, in quarto, publilhed in 1681, (faid to have been Sir Jofiah 
Child) gives it as his opinion, “ that throughout Chriftendom, generally fpcaking, there are 
“ more men and women employed in filk manufaftures than in woollen,” In which wc 
mull beg leave to dilFer from him ; as alfo in another alTertion in that piece, viz. “ That the 
“ number of families already,” /. e. 1681, “ employed therein in England amounted to above 
“ forty thoufand.” The title of -the pamphlet is, “ A Treatife wherein is demonftrated, that 
“ the Rail India Trade is the moft national of all Trades.” Ncvcrthelefs, there are sbun- 
dance of very juft reflexions in this commercial prod udlion. 

In the feventcenth volume, p. 190, of the Foedera, wc find King James’s commiflion to 
certain phyficians, merchants, grocers, and apothecaries, “ to dircdl the garbling of the dru<>- 
“ called tobacco, and to feparate the good from the unwholfome parts thereof.” The Kin<>' 
in this commiflion complains, that the high duty he had laid on tobacco, was not well paid : 
wherefore it Ihould feem, that this commiflion was intended for the better afeertaining tlurt 
duty. 

In this fame year and volume, p. 215, King James iflued his proclamation, importing, 
“ That whereas Roger North, Efq; and others, adventurers for an intended plantation and 
“ fettlcment of a trade and commerce in thofe parts of the continent of America near and 
“ about the river of Amazons ; which were prefuppofed not to be under the obedience and 
*• government of any other Prince or State; hath fccrctly conveyed hiinfclf awav, and dil- 
“ loyally precipitated and embarked himfclf and followers on this ddign : contrary to our 
royal pleafure and commandment exprefsiy fignified to him by enr of our principal fecreta- 

N n a *• 
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1620 ** rlcs; our admiral of England haying alfo refufcd him leave to go. We then, out of 
** weighty confidcrations and rcafons of ftate, and upon the deliberate advice of our Privy- 
“ council, have refolved to fufpend and reftrain the faid plantation and voyage for a time; and 
having thereupon ftrcightly commanded the faid North and affociates, for a while, to fur- 
ccafe their faid defign, till our further plcafure be known. We have therefore held it fit 
“ hereby to make a public declaration of our miflike and difavp^irmcnt of this their rafh, un- 
** dutifu 4 s and infolent attempt : and do hereby revoke and difannul all power, authority, and 
commilfion, which he the faid Roger North, &rc. may pretend to derive from or under us. 
And we do hereby charge him and them immediately to make their fpeedy return home, 
with all their Ihipping, &c. and forthwith to prefent thcmfclves to fome of our Privy- 
council. And we do hereby ftriftly require, as well the governors as all other the partners 
‘‘ and adventurers intcrefted as members of the company and incorporation intended for that 
plantation; assail other merchants, captains, mariners, &c. not to aid, ab^^ VJr^cbn&^i t 
him the faid North, and his aflbciates, with any (hipping, men, money, ammunition, pro- 
vifions, &c. And our admirals, captains, &c. of any of our fubjefts (hips, if they meet 
him and them at fea, or in harbour, fliall attack, feizc, and fummon him and them to rc- 
turn home, and fhall bring them back, and commit them to the charge of feme of our 
“ officers, &c. till we give further order concerning tliem/^ 

From this record it is plain, that there was an aftual corporation already crefted for the 
planting of a colony in Guiana ; and as plain, that the court of Spain had again lulled this 
weak Monarch faft afleep, and quite blinded his underftanding, fo as not to fee the true in- 
tcreft of himfelf and people ; merely through the whimiical hope of the match between his fon 
the Prince of Wales and the Infanta of Spain ! 

The faid King, in p* 217, ibid, confirms Sir Henry Saville’s noble cftablilhment of two 
profcflbrs of mathematics in the Univerfity of Oxford ; one of which was for geometry, and 
the other for allronomy : thefalaries of each being one hundred and fixty pounds per annum. 
Both which branches of mathematics are well known to be greatly beneficial to navigation and 
commerce. 

King James I. is univerfally known to have had a mortal avci-fion to tobacco ; of which wc 
have the following evidence in a record of the feventeenth volume, p. 233, of the Focdcra, 
under this year 1620, being the preamble to a proclamation from that Prince, viz. 

“ Whereas we, out of the diflike we had of the ufc of tobacco, tending to a general and new 
“ corruption both of mens bodies and manners ; and yet, nevcrtherlcfs, holding it, of the 
** two, more tolerable that the fame (hould be imported, amongfl many other vanities and fu- 
‘‘ perfluities which come from beyond feas, than to be permitted to be planted here within 
this realm, thereby to abufe and mifemploy the foil of this fruitful kingdom : and whereas 
“ wc have taken into our royal confideration, as well the great wafte and confumption of the 
wealth of our kingdoms, as the endangering and impairing the health of our fubjefts, by 
** the immoderate liberty and abufe of tobacco, being a weed of no necclTary ufc, and but 
“ of late years brought into our dominions. Wc therefore ftriftly charge and command 
that our proclamation, of December laft, reftraining the planting of tobacco be ob- 
ferved.” — That proclamation is not in the P'oedcra, but the oftavo hiftory of Vir- 
ginia has given us its fubfiance ; viz. “ That the people of Virginia growing numer- 
ous, they made fo much tobacco as . ovcr-ftocked the market; wherefore the King, 

“ out of pity to the country, commanded that the planters, fhould not make above 

one 
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I'620 ‘‘ on« hundred weight of tobacco per man : for the market was fo low that he could not afford 
to give them above three fhillings the pound for it. The King advifcd them rather to turn 
** their fparc time towards providing corn and ftock, and towards the making of pot-afli, or 
other mannfaftures.” — This King had affumed the pre-emption of all tobacco imported, 
which he again fold out at much higher prices. This record continues, “ And that no per- 
fon or perfons, other than fuch as fhall be authorifed by our letters patent, do . import into 
England any tobacco from beyond fea, upon pain of forfeiting the faid tobacco, and fuch 
** further penalties as we Hiall judge proper to inflift. And, to prevent frauds, all tobacco 
“ jfhall be marked or fcalcd that fhall henceforth be imported.’* 

But how frail is all human forefight! — That Eriiicc little imagined that this Weed, as he 
terms it, would, in time, produce a noble revenue to the crown from his favourite colony of 
Virginia. 

Tfie'fbllowing record, in vol. xvii. p. 236, of the Foedera, gives us fome light into the then 
ftatc of the diverfions and amufements of the city and fuburbs of London and its vicinity, and 
into the general cuftoms of that time. ‘‘ It is a grant from King James I. to Clement Cot- 
trell, Efq; Groom Porter of the King’s Houfliold, to licence a number of places for the 
ufe of cards, dice, bowling-allies, tennis-courts, and fuch like diverfions, viz. within Lon- 
“ don and Weftminfter, and the fuburbs of the fame, twenty-four bovyling alleys ; — in South- 
wark, four; — in St. Catherine’s, one; — in. the towns of Lambeth and South Lambeth, 
two in Shoreditch, one ; — and in every other burgh, town, village, or hamlet, within 
two miles of the cities of London and Weftminftcr, one bowling alley. Alfo within the 
“ faid cities of London and Weftminftcr, and within two miles thereof, fourteen tennis courts. 
“ And to keep play at dice and cards, forty taverns or ordinaries within the faid limits. For 
the honeft and reafonablc recreation” fays this Prince, ‘‘ of good and civil people, who, 
for their quality and ability, may lawfully ufe the games of bowling, tennis, dice, cards, 

“ tables, nincholcs, or any other game hereafter to be invented.” 

The pirates of the Barbary fhorcs having at this time greatly difturbed the commerce of 
England with Spain, Italy, and Turkey, in the faid feventeenth volume, p. 245, of the Foede- 
ra, we fee “ King James’s cornmiffion to Sir Robert Manfcll, Vice Admiral of England, to 
fail with certain fliips of that King’s, jointly with other fliips of his fubjefts, and attack and 
eleftroy the pirates in the Mediterranean Sea.” 

In the fame feventeenth volume, p. 255, in the fame year 1620, we have a record, wherein 
we fee thsit King James, ever neceffitous, borrows two hundred thoufand Imperial dollars of 
his broihcr-in-law King Chriftian IV. of Denmark, by his minifter at that court, Sir Robert 
Anftruther ; for the fuccour of the Palatinate, &c. for which he was to pay fix per cent, inte- 
reft money, confuetas ac legitimas ufuras unius anniy fex in Jzngula centum computanda i, e. 
the ufual and legal intereft of fix per cent, for a year j which, however, was not true in faft) 
being twelve thoufand dollars yearly. 

The fame year he commlffions the faid minifter (p. 276) to endeavour to borrow more mo- 
ney, for the fame account, of the faid Danifli King, or of Sophia the Queen Dowager, King 
James’s mother-in-law. It is here to be obferved, that the rate of intereft by law in England 
was at this time ten per cent, and was not reduced to eight per cent, till the year 1624, by an 
aft of Parliament of the twenty-firft of King James, cap. 17. This is the fccond inftance of 
that King’s ftrangc mifreprefentation of an obvious faft, in fo noble a collcftion of our re- 
cords ; 
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i6ao cords : the other, as already related, being in the bufinefs of portions of the Kings of Eng- 
land’s daughters. 

This fame year, iiiJ. p. 256, we have King James’s commiffion to Sir John Merrick, to 
be his ambaflador to the Great Duke of Ruffia, {whom he does not fo much as once pcrfoiial- 
ly name throughout this record) importing, ‘‘ That whereas our fubjefts trading to Ruffia, 
*‘^by virtue of treaties, have long enjoyed fundry privileges and immunities there, which now, 
“ by occaffbn of the late troubles happening in that ftatc, have received fome interruption ;~ 
“ and the faid Great Duke and Lord of Ruffia having by an honourable embaffage to us, 
moved us to a continuance of amity, and fome other things concerning our welfare ; — for 
“ renewing the league and amity between him and us, and the privileges of our faid fubje£ls 
in his dominions, and likewife for the re-demanding of a great fum of money, which, at 
“ his retjueft, we were pleafed to furnifti him withal, we have conftituted Sir John Merrick, 
&c,’* as above. And in tlic fame year, ("iiidj he gives the fame commiffion and ^fbwers to 
Sir Dudley Diggs, ^for the fame errand to Ruffia. It is fomewhat ftrangc, that we find nb' 
preceding account in the Fcedcra, of the above mentioned great fum of money furniflied by a 
King, wh6 himfelf was always borrowing and neceffitous. 

It was about this time that the Englifti Company trading to the Eaft Indies obtained leave of 
the King of Golconda to fettle at Madras-patan, on the coaft of Coromandel, where they were 
permitted to build the fort called St. George, which place has ever fince been the Company’s 
general fadory for their trade to all parts eaft of Cape Comorin. The principal ftaple wares 
there are, callicoes of various kinds, and muflias (fince this time difeovered or invented) ; 
although they likewife trade in all other Indian merchandiSic, and to all parts. At Madras, as 
they commonly call that place, and the adjacent villages, the Company has been faid to 
have one hundred thoufand perfons fubjeft to them, from whom they receive confidcr- 
able fums in duties and cuftoms. Fort St. George, however, is far from being a happy 
fituation, being placed on a barren foil, and a tempeftuous ftiore, having no kind of har- 
bour, nor even a convenient landing-place for boats : it has no freUi water nearer than a 
mile diftant : yet the Company find their convenience in it in other refpefls, efpccially as to 
their trade in diamonds, muflins, chintz, &c. and in putting off their European wares moll in 
requeft there, viz. ftockings, haberdalhcry, gold and filver lace, looking-glaffcs, and drinking 
glaffes, lead, wines, cyder, cheefe, hats, ftuffs, ribbons, &c. 

The Danes, having firft reforted to the Eaft Indies ever fince the year 1612, and foon after 
erefted a Company for that commerce, now’ formed a feheme for poffeffmg thcmfcives of the 
cinnamon trade at Ceylon ; having for that end fent out five lliips, cfcorted by two men of war : 
but the Portuguefe there obliged them to return home unfuccefsful. 

And for preventing the Hollanders from fettling effcftually, as they imagined, on the ifle of 
Ceylon, on which they had for fome years call a longing eye, having, in 1612, made a treaty 
for that end with the King of Ceylon ; the Portuguefe at this time incrcafcd the number and 
ftrength of their forts alofig the coafts of that ifle, by which means they had fo much hemmed 
in the King of that country, (who was by the Portuguefe ufually ftiled the King of Candy, an 
inland city) that without their permiffion he could not hold corrcfpondencc with any foreign 
nation : of which, violence they afterwards found the bad effefts thcmfcives. 

Our voyage writers give accounts of fcvcral abortive attempts, at different times, for our 
Englilh people’s planting in the country fince called New England ; as, firft, at the charge of 
X»ord Chief Jufticc Popham, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and others, in 2606, who had obtained 

of 
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1620 of King James a grant, enabling them to plant between the degrees of thirty-eight and forty- 

five north latitude ; and a fccond time in 1608. — Another in the year 1611 ; a fourth in 1612 ; 
a fifth in 1615, by the Virginia Company ; a fiKth in ibi6 ; and alfo again in the years 1618 
and 1619: though indeed 1‘omc of them were rather trading voyages for filh, train-oil, and 
furs, than aftual attempts for eftablilhing fettlements. They, however, hiade many occafi- 
onal difeoveries and furveys of rivers, bays, &c. preparatory to fuch a plantation. At firft, 
it was called by fomc of the old geographers Norumbega, but moft properly North Virginia. 
But the firft permanent plantation, or which remains fuch to this time, was not made till this 
year 1620, at or near a place named Plymouth, in New England; after having gained over 
fomeof the Sachems or Chiefs of the Indians, and'difpofieired others of them who made op- 
pofition thereto. And Captain John Smith having furveyed the inland country, and prefent- 
ed a ipap^of it to Charles Prince of Wales, the Prince gave tlie country the name of New 
England. *■ 

In this fame year 1620, four of the Englilh Eaft India fhips, outward bound, made folemn 
publication in Soldania Bay, near the Cape of Good Hope, of the poflellion of the adjacent 
country for King James, and crefted a mount in token of it. Tliey failed fronrthence to In- 
dia, where they fought fucccfsfully with the Portuguefe fleet, and took fevcral prizes. They 
found thcmfclves likewife obliged to raafter fome of the Mogul’s own Ihips called Junks, and 
fomc of the King of Decan’s likewife, who had ufed our people ill ; and they returned home 
in 1622. 

Mr. Hobbs, one of our Ruflia Company’s factors, made a journey from Mofeow to Ifpa- 
han, by the way of Aftracan, and crofs the Cafpian Sea, as the Company's agent had done in 
Queen Elizabeth’s time. In his letter he gives an account of a great trade for raw (ilk at va- 
rious ports on the Cafpian Sea : and infinuates how cafily the Company might carry on that 
filk trade, by tranfporting it to Ruflia. He fays, that at Aftracan the Perfian veflels bring in 
their dyed filks, calicoes, and Perfian fluffs ; and, in return, carry home cloth, fables, mar- 
tens, red leather, and old Ruflia money. — But that the Turks, Arabs, Armenians, and Por- 
tuguefc, were fevcrally plotting againft our Perfian trade. The Portuguefe more efpccially 
w'cre our Company’s greateft enemies on all occafions. 

The Ruflia and Eaft India Companies having, as related under the year 1619, laid down- 
their whale fifhery, four members of the Ruflia Company now fent out feven Ihips to Spitz- 
bergen on their own private account : but they proved unfuccefsfut. 

1621 In the next year, thefe four adventurers fent the fame number of fliips thither again, with 
better fuccefs. 

In both thefe voyages, and alfo others prior to thefe, mention is made of the quantity of oil 
brought home ; but not the Icaft mention of whalebone or fins. 

They fuccccded very badly in the year 1622 ; but in 1623, the laft year of their union, 
they had good fuccefs ; though they were not able to drive the Dutch away, who were fupe- 
rior in number of (hips, and had a commiflion from the Prince of Orange. 

The truce between Spain and Holland expiring this year, the latter began hoftilities, by at- 
tacking and taking the town and port of St. Salvadore, in Brafil ; and in their homeward voy- 
age they took feveral Spanilh (liips. 

The Englilh at the Banda Iflcs were fo ill fupported by their friends at Bantam, that the 
Hollanders, coliefling all their force, attacked them in the feveral illands, feizing on their 
forts, artillery, and other effcfls ; burning fuch towns as made refiftanceand putting many of 

die 
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i6zi the natives to the fvvord. They are faid alfo to have imprifoned, and otherwifc cruelly ufcd 
our Company’s people ; and, in Ihort, after aft ing other barbarities, they drove the Englifli 
abfolutely from thence, compelling the natives to make a foleran furrender of tlicir country to 
them. 

This is oar Englifli Company’s account. 

But th«>Dutch, in their own Vindication, printed at Amftcrdam in the year 1622, allege, 
“ That as early as 1609, the natives, by a fpccial treaty, put themfelves under the proteftiou 
“ ot the States General ; who agreed, on their part, to defend them againfl: the Portugucle 
“ and their other enemies, on their agreeing to deliver to the Dutch Company all their fpiccs 
•* at ftated prices. — But that afterwards the Bandanefe broke thefc engagements, and commit - 
“ ted feveral violences againft the Dutch, until the years 1616 and 1617, when this agreement 
“ was renewed ; but w'as foon after broken by the infligation of the Englifli, who furniflicd 
“ them with pre^viflons, ammunition, and fliips, till the year 1620, when peace Ijctwccn the 
“ Englilh and Dutch Companies united their councils, for reducing the Band.inefc into terms 
“ of trade, for the common benefit of both Companies. For, it feems, the people of Banda 
“ had rc-admitted feme Portuguefe to trade there. — And when the Dutch came to attack the 
“ Bandanefe, on that account, they were fccretly fupported by the Englifli, contrary to the 
“ faid agreement between the Englifli and Dutch ; whereby the latter alone undertook the 
“ reduftion of thofe ifles for their common benefit. So that the Dutch met with much difli* 
“ culty in fubduing the Bandanefe ; which, however, was at laft eff'efted, and they were oblig- 
“ ed to acknowledge the States General for their fovercigns, as before mentioned.” 

The Englifli Company replied to this by recriminations, &c. — Certainly, at this diflance of 
time, it is by no means likely that we fliould be able to clear up all the truth : neither is it in« 
deed worth our while to attempt it. 

Under this year, wc cannot forbear again quoting the judicious Mr. Munn’s Difeourfe of 
Trade from England to Eaft India, p. 17— 

Speaking of our Turkey Trade, he fays, “ That of all the nations in Europe, this nation 
(England) drove the moft profitable trade to Turkey, by rcafon of the vaft quantities of 
“ broad cloth, tin, &c. which wc export thither, enough to purchafe all the wares we w'ant- 
“ cd in Turkey: and, in particular, three hundred grcat.bales of Perfiaii raw filk yearly. — 
“ Whereas there’s a balance, in money, paid by the other nations trading thither. — Marfeillcs 
“ fends yearly to Aleppo and Alexandria, at Icaft five hundred thoufand pounds fterling, and 
“ little or no wares.” For France had not as yet fallen into the woollen trade. “ Venice 
“ fends about four hundred thoufand pounds fterling yearly, in money, and a great value in 
“ wares belide.— The Low Countries, that is, Holland, fend about fifty thoufand pounds, 
“ and but little wares and Meflina, twenty-five thoufand pounds in ready money.— -Be- 
“ fides great quantities of gold and of dollars from Germany, Poland, Hungary, &c.— 
“ And all thefe nations take of the Turks, in return, great quantities of camblets, grograms, 
“ raw filk, cotton, wool and yarn, galls, flax, hemp, rice, hides, iheeps wool, wax, corn, 

“ &c.” 

What a fine account wc have here of the Englifli trade to Turkey, in thofe days, and how 
different from the prefent time, when France fo greatly exceeds us in it, and that Hol- 
land alfo, has fo much improved their own manufaftures fent thither, — we would, how- 
ever, hope that our trade thither is ftill profitable to us ; at leaft, it is become now ablblutely 
t neceflary 
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1621 ncceflary for our filk manufaflturc, and for its drugs, dying fluffs, See. for our ciLcr manu- 
faftures. 

A very impolitic and unjuftifiable perfccution of the puritans or protcitant-difTenrcrs at this 
lime brought on the cffciliial fettling enlarging of the newly-begun colony of New Hng- 
land, much fooncr and complcater than othervvife could have been effected. Mr. Pvobinfon, 
a Brownift Minifter, had, with his congregation, retired into Holland to avoid the wicked 
pcrfecution of the High Commiflion Courts, and other iplritual judicatures. But, not liking 
their rciidence in Holland, they fixed their thoughts on a fettlemeiu in that new colony ; which 
they reafonably hoped might alfo afterwards prove an afylum for all other pcrfccutcd Protef- 
teflants. Amongft thofe adventurers there were feveral gentlemen of good fitmilies, who, up- 
on the fame motives, fold their eftates in England, to enable them to fettle in America ; fuch 
as William Bradford, Efq: ofYorkfliire; Capt. Standifli, of Lancafhire ; Edward Winllow, 
Efq; ^of Worceflerfliire, See. 

Sir Robert Naunton, one of the King’s Secretaries of State, being a'ffavourcr of the Puri- 
tans, w’as very forward in promoting their defigns, by obtaining King James’s confent, and 
patent, for their fettlemeiu there : and, accordingly, in the year 1621, they fettled at a place 
near Cape Cod, which they named New Plymouth, Here they aff:>ciated themfclves into a 
fociety by a formal inftrument, in which they declared themfelves fubjefts of the crown of 
England j and folcmnly engaged themfelves to an abfolutc fubmiflifc^n' to fuch laws and rules 
as ihould be eftabliflicd for the good of the colony ; and they elefted their own Governor, for 
one year only. 

For fome years, however, they underwent confiderablc hardfliips, and loft half of thuir 
number by ficknefs : yet, receiving fuppllcs of people from England, in fhips coming annu- 
ally thither, thereby, and by knives, feiffars, needles, See. to exchange with the Indians for 
corn, and for furs, filh,, and Ikins, which they fent home to England, they were enabled, in 
five years time, to clear and cultivate as much land as foon produced corn enough, and to 
fparc, of their own growth. And the mad pcrfecution of the Puritans in England by the ipi- 
ritual courts continuing, numbers of them, with their families and fortunes, from time to 
time, incrcafcd this colony. Thus, out of the great evil of pcrfecution, and ill-judged reftraiiits 
for confcicnce^fakc, have fprung up much good to the Britifli Empire in A.merica. For hy 
the great numbers of honeft and induftripus people driven into that wildernefs, with their ef- 
feefls, they were enabled to clear and cultivate a noble province in a fliort fpacc, which other- 
wife might poflibly have remained thin, weak, and dcfcncclcfs, even to tliis day, againft both 
the Indians and the French of Canada. Thofe new comers obtained two patents of the Ply- 
mouth Council, for poffcffmg the country of the Maflachutet’s Bay, of which the citv of Bol- 
ton is the capital, granted in the years 1627 and 1628, to Sir John Rofvvel, Sir John Youncr, 
and feveral other gentlemen of charaftcr. In the year following, fix fliips went thither, car- 
rying three hundred and fifty paffengers, and one hundred and fifteen* head of black cattle, 
befides goats, rabbits, &c.~And thefe laft were fent by thofe called the London Adventurers ; 
who, in the year following, viz. in 1630, fent ten fliips for the MaflSfeufet’s colony, 
with two hundred paffengers, many of whom were pcrfoiis of confiderablc fafliion ; who, 
to avoid pcrfecution at home, chofe to fettle in that favage wiidernefs : and yet, to their cver- 
lafting reproach, they were fcarccly warm in that afylqra, before they ran madly into the crime 
with Which they bad before juftly upbraided the prelatical party, /. e, by fetting on foot a cruel 
pcrfecution of their Proteftant brethren and fellow-planters, for mere fpeculative and moftly 
VoL* XL O O uniLi«i 
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1621 unintelligible points : whereby, and by their nonfenfical and barbarefns treatment of poor old 
women, under the denomination of 'Witches, they greatly obftrufted the growth ofacoloiiy fo 
well begun, by cruelly putting fomc to death, and by driving out others, of the beft and fobereft 
of their peofilc. But, to the honour of .the prefent generation be it recorded, that they are of 
a much more moderate and charitable difpolition, and are univcrfally aAramed of that violent 
i^irit of their forefathers. The colony is at this day the nobleA of all the North American 
continent provinces, as we have Aiewn in our Introdudfion : and, by their late Agent, Mr. 
Dummer’s account, in his Defence of the New England Charters, they take off from Great 
Britain to the value of three hundred thoufand pounds annually, in BritiAi produft and ma- 
nufadurcs; and by this time, very probably, our exports thither may be very confidcrably in- 
creafed ; and' will more efpecially greatly increafe by our poAcAion of the vaA country of Ca- 
nada, and in confcqucncc thereof, by our faid colony’s freedom from the alarm and encroach- 
ments of the French behind them. 

The "Virginia Company went on in fending fupplics of people and neccAarics thither from 
time to lime, and now they fent no fewer than one thoufand three hundred perfons thither : 
laws began to be regularly drafted, and the country laid out into plantations : churches were 
built: and the face of a well-regulated colony began to appear. Yet, in this fame year, 
whilA in profound peace, the Indian natives had contrived a general maAacre, and put it part- 
ly in execution, b^ murdering near four hundred of the Engliih ; which barbarity was fuAi- 
ciently revenged next year : after which the colony recovered itfclf, and King James fent thi- 
ther Aorcs of artillery and ammunition from the Tower of London. 

King James I. having broke off the Spanilh match, after treating fo long about it ; he was 
obliged to call a Parliament to fupply his ncccffitics. To this Parliament there were prefented 
feN-eral petitions againA the monopolies and projefts which that King’s neceffitics had prompt- 
ed him to encourage. As principally concerning inns and viftualling houfes, which none 
could keep without licences from certain patentees. — For the foie making of gold and A! vtr 
lace ; a grievance the more intolerable, as the patentees (Sir Giles Mompeffon, Sic.) made it, 
fays Wilfon, of copper and other fophiAicated materials. — Licence alfo to pedlars and petty 
chapmen. — For the foie dieAing of arms. — For the foie making of playing cards, — and to- 
bacco pipes. — The foie exportation of lifts and Aireds, &c. 

At the expiration of the truce between Spain, and Holland, the latter, this year, crefted a 
"Weft India Company ; who, by patent, were impowered to form colonics, ereft forts, and 
make alliances, both on the continents and iAands of America. Their ArA capital Aock was 
feven million two hundred thoufand guilders. ’ This Company began with two moA towering 
projefts, both which mifearried in the end, viz. 

F irA, To drive the Portuguefe out of BraAl. And, 

Secondly, To attack Peru. 

Spain, not being able of itfclf to cruAi the Algerines, who, attliistime, were formidable in 
Aiipping, and greatly infcAcd the SpaniAi coaA, after four different expeditions againA tliat 
city, Count Gtondemar, ArabaAador from Spain to King James, found means to cajole him 
into an undertaking for that" purpofe, having before gained the Lord Admiral, the Earl of 
Nottingham, and next the Duke of Buckingham, his fuccefloir. They flattered the King with 
the glory of fuch a conqucA, and the benefits which the takingbf that piratical place would bring 
to the commerce of England. Sir Robert Manfell was dierefore fent out with four Atips of 
forty cannon each, one of thirty -four, one of tbirty-Ax, one of twenty,, and one of eighteen all 
-J- brafs 
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1621 brafs'cannon, (fays Sir William Monfon, in his Naval Trafts) tlie biggcft being of fix liu’i- 
drccl tons, and the fmalleft of one hundred and fixty tons ; manned with one thoufaiid live 
hundred men ; bcfidcs twelve armed merchant Ihips, carrying in all two hundred and fortv- 
threc cannon, and one thoufand one hundred and feventy men, viz. three of three hundred 
tons each, two of two hundred and eighty tons, two of two hundred and fixty, two of two 
hundred, one of one hundred and eighty, one t>f one hundred and thirty, and one of one 
hundred tons j from twelve to twenty-fix guns, and from fifty to one hundred and twenty 
men, per Ihip. 

A fiender armament for fo great an undertaking ; which was alfo badly executed. It feems 
they feafted and banqueted in harbour inftcad of lowering the fcas ; in confcquencc of wlrich, 
fays Monfon, they loft the opportunity of deftroying the pirates. They, however, attempted 
to burn the Algerine fliips in the Mole there ; but it proved impraflicable. And Mr. iiiir- 
chet, in his Naval Hiftory, obferves, that, in return for the civility of our faid vifit, our Ad- 
miral’s back was fcarccly turned but tliofc corfairs picked up near fort^ good ihips of ours, and 
infefted the Spanilh coafts with greater fury than ever : wherefore, adds Sir William Monfon, 
“ if thofc Chriftian countries which lie oppofiteto Algiers, (viz. France and Spain) could nc- 
“ ver prevail in the fundry attempts agaiuft it, although their greater vicinity, and their having 
“ the convenicncy to embark and tranfport an army without fufpicion or rumour, and of being 
“ fuccoured by the ifles of Majorca and Minorca ; — what hope have we to prevail, who can- 
“ not fo fccrctly furnilh an army and fleet but all the world muft ring of it? — And the warn- 
“ ing given will be fufficient for a garrifoned town of lefs force and fewer men than Algiers to 
“ prevent a furprize.” To fay the truth, w'c arc now wifer by experience, and arc not unac- 
quainted with the fubftantial benefits wc receive in our commerce, from thofe corfairs keeping 
peace with us, whilft they make war on other nations : and our pofleffion of Gibraltar, with 
our fhips of war ftationed there, will probably be ever fufficient to kept thofc of Algiers, Sal- 
lee, Tunis, and Tripoli, in conftantawe of us. 

In this fame year, a fumptuary law paiTcd in tlie Parliament of Scotland, “ Whereby no 
perfons were to wear cloth of gold or filver, nor gold and filver lace on their cloaths, nor 
“ velvets, fattins, or other filks fluffs, except noblemen, their wives and children, lords of 
“ Parliament, prelates, privy-counfellors, lords of manors, judges, magiftrates of towns, and 
“ fuch as have fix thoufand marks, i. e. fomewhatmorc than three hundred and tliirty pounds 
“ ftcriing, of yearly rent in money, or elfc fourfcorc chalder of viftual yearly : heralds, trura- 
•“ peters, and minftrels, however, excepted.” — And by this fame law it was farther enafled. 
That even thefle hereby permitted to wear filk apparel fhould Ivave no embroidering nor 
lace on their cloaths, except a plain lace of filk on the feams and fkirts, with belts and hat- 
“ bands embroidered with filk ; and die laid filk apparel to be no way cut out upon other 
“ fluffs of filk, except upon a finglc taffaty.— Damafk table linen j cambricks, lawns, and tif- 
fanics, were limited to only the above-qualified perfons j as were alfo pearls and precious 
“ ftones. — Alfo tlie number of mourning fuits in great families was hereby limited : more- 
“ over, the then prefent fafhion of cloaths was not to be altered, — Servants to have no filk on 
** their cloaths, excepting buttons and garters : and ,'to wear only cloth, fuftians, and canvas, of 
** Scotch manufafturc.— Hulbandmen and labourers of the ground to wear none but grey, 
blue, white ind felt black cloth,, of Scotch manufafture. — Neither wet nor dry confeftions 
** were to beufed at weddings, chviftenings, or fcafts, excepting they be made of Scotch fruits. 

— Alfo no cloaths (hall be gilded with gold.” This is, probably, the laft fumptnarv law 
that ever will be made in Great Britain : fuch reftraints not fo well fuiting a free, and "more 

'Oot cfpccially 
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1631 cfpecially, a commercial country, wherein certain private follies and extravagancies often 
prove very great national advantages. 

In this fame year 1621, Sir William Alexander, afterwards created Earl of Sterling, then 
Secretary of State for Scotland, obtained a grant from King James, as King of Scotland, of 
the country which he (King James) named Nova Scotia : and, in the year following, he and 
bis. copact^iers therein font a number of people from Scotland, with an. intent to fettle there; 
and that country was to be held of the crown of Scotland.^ It feems. Sir Ferdinand Gorges, 
who then had the dire£\ion of the New England colonies, had advifed Sir William Alexander 
to this projeft. Its bounds were to be from north latitude forty-two to forty-fix : but this 
Scotch embarkation went no further that year tlian Newfoundland, where it wintered, and the 
next year, 1623, they did no more than furvey the coafts of Nova Scotia, and returned home, 
without having planted there at all. 

Hamburg’s monopolizing claims to an exclufive jurifdiftion on the river 'Elbe, induced 
King Chriftian iV. of Denmark, in this year i6ai, to place fome fhips of war in that river ; 
yet the Emperor having granted a charter to that city, confirming their faid claim, tire court 
of Denmark crefted a toll-houfe at Gluckftadt ; where, by way of reprifal, .they made #1 Ham- 
burgh fhips pay the toll. This brought on open hoftilities between tliem, by which tl!at city 
was a great fufferer ; and was, in the end, obliged to fubmit to the fa^ King Chriftian IV. 
an aftive and wife prince, and to pay him for obtaining peace, one i^ilUon one hundred and 
twenty thoufand livtes, befides dropping their monopolizing jurifdidlian. 

In the fcventcenth volume, p. 305, of the Foedera, we have a treaty of hereditary league and 
union, as it is termed, concluded between King James I. of Great Britain, and his brother- 
in-law King Chriftian IV. of Denmark. The fubftance of the commercial and nautical part 
is as follows : 

Article IV. “ In c.afe either Prince be invaded, the other fhall fupply him with eight Ihips 
** of war ; four of which to be one hundred and fifty or two hundred tons burden, and fhall 
“ have one hundred and fifty or two hundred men, with twenty cannon in each fhip. I'hc 
“ other four to be of one hundred to one hundred and twenty tons (lajlarum nauticarum), 
“ wirii each one hundred to one hundred and twenty men, and fixteen pieces of cannon. 

XIII. “ The fubjefls of both contracting parties may freely refort with their merclundizc 
“ to each other’s dominions, paying the ufual duties. 

XIV. “ Yet Britifti fubjeCVs fliall not refort to fuch parts of the Danifti dominions as are 
** prohibited to be frequented by former treaties,” (by which Iceland, JVeftmony, and Waid- 
huys for fifhing are here meant) “ without the fpecial licence of his Danifti Majefty. 

XV. “ For fliips wrecked in cither country, liberty is granted to recover what they can 
*• thereof ; and they may demand the afiiftance of the other party, paying for it.” 

And, p. 315, Sir Robert Anflruther, King James’s ambaftador to the faid King of 
X>eHmark, obtained a further loan of the latter, for the King his mafter, of one hundred thou- 
fand Imperial dollars, for two years, at fix per cent, intereft. 

In the fame feventeenth volume, p. 349, King James iflues a new proclamation agalnft tlic 
eating of fiefh in Lent, or on other fifli days. The rcafoi)s now afligned for this injnnftion 
: follow, viz. For' the maintenance of our navy and fliipping, a principal ftrength of this 
<“ ifiand, and for the fparing and increafe of flcfti viftuals.— -The magiftrates of London to cx- 

amine, upon oath, the fervants of all innholders, victuallers, cooks, alehoufe-kcepers, ta- 
*• vernets, &c. who fell victuals, concerning what fieih has been fold by them in Lent, &c. 

. 3 
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1621 “ and (hall oblige the mafters of thofe lioufes to give fccurity not to fell flefh-meat in Lent, 
“ &c.” — And he ftriilly commands, ** that none, of what quality foever, /hall cat flcllt in 
“ Lent, or on fi(h days, without a licence from the bifhop of the diocefe, or other perfoiis 
“ empowered to licenfe: and the like rules fhall be obferved by magiftrates in other cities, 
“ and in the country.” Whether there was in thofe times a real fcarcity of flelb-raeat, or 
that it was only the humour of this King and his council, is not, perhaps, fo cafy to be ab- 
folutely determined ; though, from other parts of his conduft, the latter fhould feem moft pro- 
bable, together witli his laudable zeal for promoting the fiftiery. 

1622 In the feventeenth volume, alfo, p. 372, we have, in the following ycar^ King James’s 
cominilTion, “ For annually collefting the names^ qualities, and profeflions of all ftrangers- 
“ born, (denizens, or not denizeivi) now refiding in Eiagland. And as there be fcveral laws 
“ in force for preventing aliens and ftrangers-born from the qfe of handicrafts, and the ma- 
“ king of manufaftures, in England, and from the liberty of felling by retail, and of buying 
“ and felling of native commodities, the faid laws are to be put in execution. — And our will 
“ is, that fuch ftrangers as ufe the feat or Trade of merchandize, and do not fell by retail, nor 
“*empfoy th^felves in buying and felling the native commodities of this kingdom, may, not- 
“ withllaiiding this our commilTion, continue to enjoy fuch liberties and freedoms as former- 
“ ly they havc |njoycd by the pcrmillion of us and our predecelTors. Only we will, that every 
“ fuch merchaht lhall pay to our ufe fuch annual acknowledgcnjent, by way of quarterage, as 
“ by a fchedulc, under our hand,^ we lhall direft, or as oar co|pmi<lioners lhall let down, un- 
“ dcr their hands ; that fo it may appear, that they enjoy this freedom, not by right, but of 
“ our mere grace and favour. Alfo, that no ftrangcr-born, or born in England ofparcnt- 
“ ftrangers, who has not fcrved.an apprcnticelhip of at Icaft feven years, lliall hereafter fell 
“ any wares by retail, but only in grofs ; nor lhall fell even in grofs at fairs or markets, or 
“ out of the city and town where be dwells. And that fuch ftrangers at prefent fettled with 
“ their families in England, and who ufe any manual trade, or the making of new draperies,” 
(this was in favour of tlie Walloons, who had introduced thefenew draperies in the preceding 
reign) “ and who defire to continue here, may quietly fo do, provided tliey put themfcivcs 
“ under our royal proteftion : and that whereas by the laws of our realm, they ought not to 
** work at all, or ufe fuch trades, but as fervants to the Englilh, they fljall now enroll them- 
“ fclves as fervants to ourfclves, our heirs, and fuccelTors j whereby they may, by law, be 
“ freed from the danger and penalty of our laws. Yet, for the encouragement of all ftran- 
“ gers to bring new and profitable trades and manufadures into ufe here, every fuch ftranger 
“ inftrufting any of our natural-born fabje£ls therein, m^y ufe fuch trade for the fpace of ten^ 
“ years: but they lhall not at any one time keep above two foreign jo«rneynien» nor retain' 
“ any apprentice but by indenture for feven years* Yet our will is, that fuch of idie French 

nation, who, by rcafon of the late troubles in that kingdom, have taken refuge here, lhall 
“ be (hewn fuch favour, beyojid the proportion of other ftrangers, as our commifiioners lhall 
“ think fit; if within a cotivenient time after thofe troubles;- lhall be overblown, they lllall rc- 
“ turn into their own country again.” ^ 

Any one may obfcrve, that the chief end of the bulk of this commilfion, which wfe have- 
Ihortencd as much as pofiiblc, was to draw money from the foreigners refiding in England 
and that other parts of it arc, both arbitrary and impolitic in a.tr*ding and manufaduring 
oatioiv 

IttL 
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1622 In* the fcvtntccnth volume, p. 376, of the Foedfcra, we have King James’s proclamation 

againft the exportation of any gold or filver, either in coin or plate, • jewels, goldfmiths work, 
bullion, or other mafs. And, “ for avoiding of all unneceflary confunjptions of lilvcr and 
“ gold within this realm, much prafljfcd of late by fome goldfmiths and rehners, and by the 
“ manufaflurers of gold and fiiver thread, ho finer of gold and filver, nor parter thereof by 
^ fire or water, Ihall alloy any fine filver or gold, nor fell the fame to any but to the mint and 
to gdtdfmiths. And all gold and filver thread is liercby prohibited to be made in this realm, 
“ of what kind foever ; nor fhall any perfon either buy or fell any fuch gold and filver thread 
“ made in this realm. 

How badly was this learned King advifed, in diftreffing our own manufaflurers of gold and 
filver thread, and encouraging foreign ones ! — Had he abfolutely prohibited the importation 
and ufc of that manufaflure in England, there would have been much more confiftciicy in his 
condudl. Probably his aim was to incr^fe his revenue, by the cuftom on imported gold and 
filver thread, tlidugh to tire ruin of fo many of his own people : befides, that goldfmiths work 
and jewels are as much merchandize as any Sthcr commodity whatever, ^nd therefore ought 
not to have been reftrained ; and fo indeed are gold and filver coin or^ljullibn, in^ftic judg- 
nient'of moft men in our day«, though our laws prohibit the exportation pf our own coin. 

In p. 407, of. the lame volume, wc fee King James’s commiflion to > 5 ir William Heydon, 
and Charles Glembam, Elq. to the following efFcfl, viz. “ That he has been moved by fun- 
“ dry letters and meilag^ fipni the Great Mogul, to gratify him with fome choice arts and 
“ rarities which our dominions afford Wlrerefore, he commifiions them to fail thither with 
•“ two fhips, to advance the trade of his fubjeds, as their own occafions fhall permit, or as 
they fhall be defired by the Company of Merchants of London trading to the Eaft Indies, 
their faflors, or minifters. To govern the faid fhips, and the men therein: and to carry 
out, and bring back, fuck merchandize as fh^l be judged proper, and be licenfed. Alfo to 
■** trade witli the Great Mogul, or any other prince or potentate, between the Cape of Good 
** Hope and tlie Straits of Le Maire, 6cc.” The faid two gentlemen arc therein fliled fervants 
of bis fori, die Prince of Wales, and fpecially recommended by him, as properly qualified for 
,tlus puipofir. 

In p. 40, of the fcyenteenth volume of the Fcedera, wc have King James’s fpecial com- 
^ifiion to many lords and gentlemen, concerning the decay of trade in England, viz. “ The 
general complaints of our fubjefts at home, as alfo by information from our minifters cm- 
“ ployed in parts beyond-fca, that the clofti of this kingdom hath of late years wanted that 
“ eftimation and vent in foreign parts which it formerly had ; and that tlie wools of the king- 
** dom are &ilen much from their wonted values ; and trade in general fo fer out of frame, 
tiiat the merchants and clothiers arc greatly difeouraged ; fo dut great numbers of people 
■*', employed by, and depending on them, want work; the landlords fail in their rents, and 
farmers have not fo good means to raife their rents as heretofore they had ; ourfclvcs alfo 
** find the defefls thereof, by the decay of our cuftoms, and other duties ; and, hi general, the 
whole commonwealth fulFercth ; fo, as it is high time to look into the caufe of this great 
dediy of trade, and of the commodities of this our kingdom, and how to have fit remedies, 
■8cc.”-~Wherejfore the King direifts them to enquire into the following points, viz. 

** I. Why wool is fallen in price? ‘ ■ 

“ II. How to prevent the exportation of wool and woollen-yarn, fullers-earth, and wood- 
afhes ? — How Irifli wool, not ufed at home, may be brought into England ; and the like of 
** Scotiih wool ? 


« HI. How 
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l6a* ** III. How to reduce the many laws in being concerning the regulating the, making of 
“ cloth, fome of which contradift each otheri into one good general law ? 

“ IV. To regulate the price of dying ftuiFs. 

“ V. Whether, by any of the orders, reftriftions, &c. of the Company of Merchant- 

adventurers of England, the prices of woollen cloth are too highly railed beyond-fea? 

“ VI. How far companies or focicties of merchants may, or may not be, a cramp on 
“ trade, as many do allege ? — And how far joint ftock companies arc beneficial, or other- 
“ wife f 

“ VII. How to remedy the prefent unufual fcarcity of money f 

“ VIII. To enquire, whether the balance of trade, in general, be not againft our nation, 
“ by the imports of merchandize exceeding our exports ; and how to remedy Xuch an evil ? — 
“ Ayb to think upon the gain or lols that comes to ouf kingdbm by the courfc of exchange 
“ now uled by our merchants. 

“ IX, How wc may improve our native commodities to the beft advantage ? 

“ X. To avoid vain and unprofitable returns (/. e. imports) of the commodities of foreign 

Countries injji^perfluitics. 

“ XI. For the better increafe of the wealdi of the kingdom, and of the importation of 
“ coin and bulft^n from foreign parts, we would have you to confider, what native commo- 
“ dities of this kingdom are of that ncceflary ufefulnefs to our neiglibours, that they may, fitly 
“ return home a proportion of coin and bullion, for a fupply of treafure ? 

“ XII. And, above other things, fcrioufly and carefully confider, by what good means our 
“ navy, and the fhipping of this kingdom, may be heft maihtained and enlarged, and mari- 
“ ners bred up and increafed. 

“ And, to this end, wc require you to take into your mature conCderation and judgments 
“ thefe things following, which ourfelves conceive to be very good means to attain the end 
“ we cfpecially aim at, as aforefaid, viz. 

“ FirH, and principally. That the herring-filhery upon the fcas and coafts appertaining to 
“ our own rc.ilms, maybe undertaken by our people, for the common good : for the cn- 
“ couragement whereof, wc fhall be always ready to yield our beft afTiftancc. 

“ Secondly, To the end that the fhipping of other nations may not be employed for im- 
“ porting foreign commodities, whilft our own fhipping want employment, confider how our 
“ laws now ftand in force for prohibiting merchandize to lie imported in foreign bottoms. 

“ And further advife, if it be notbehoveful to put in execution the laws ftlll in force, which 
“ enjoin merchant-ftrangers, as we^^lenizens as not denizens, to employ the proceed of the 
** merchandize they import on the native com^^koditics of this realm, to be exported by them ? 

“ And, becaufeour merchants trading into the Eaflland countries,” t.e, all the IbutU 
fliorcs of the Baltic Sea, “ were wont to make good returns by corn, which they have ne- 
“ glcfled of late, to their own hhrt, and the hurt of the kingdom, confider how to give them 
“ encouragement, fo as our own dominiohs may be fupplied in time of want, and yet, in 
“ time of plenty, the hhfbandry of this realm may not be difeouraged. 

“ Confider alfo, that whereas oiir Eaftland merchant^ did formerly lade their fhips with 
** undrcfled hemp and flax, in great quantities, which fet great numbers of our people oii work, 

“ in drefling the fame, and converting tltcm into linen cloth; which kind of trade, we un- 
“ derftand, is of late almoft given over, by bringing in of hemp and flax ready drellcd, and 
“ that, for the moft part, by fixangers ; how may this be redrefled ? 

. “ And, 
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1622 ■“ Ani, becaufe the Eaft India CptQptanjr have been tnach taxed by many fpr exporting the 

coin and treafure of this realm, to furnifh their trade vfithal, or that which would other- 
“ wife have come in hither, for the ufe of our fubjedls j and that they do not return fuch 
•“ merchandize from India as doth rccompencc that lofs unto our kingdom; we authorize you 
“ to enquire and .fcarch, whether that company do truly and juftly perform their contraS witli 
“ us, concerning the carrying out of money; and by what means tlut trade, which is fpe- 
“ clous in fhew, may really be made profitable to the public, 

“ And, as much treafure is yearly fpent in linen cloth imported, at dear rates ; and for that 
if the fifhery, fo much defired by us, be thoroughly undertaken, and our fhipping incrca- 
“ fed, it wHl rcquirc a much greater produftion of hemp, for cofdage, &c. jn die filhery; 
“ which would fetan infinite number of our people on work; confidcr how the fowing of 
“ hemp and flax may be encouraged. 

“ Alfo, how tlK clotji and fluffs, niade of our own wools, may be more fftqucntly worn 
by our own fubjefts. 

“ All which you Avail report and certify to the body of our privy council, as faft as the 
fcveral points Avail be duly confidered by you.” 

With refpeft to the merits of this commiflion of enquiry, it may be proper to remark, that 
althou^ in every age there have been, and probably ever will be, caufelcfs and groundkfs 
complaints of the decay of commerce, yet there feems, at this time, to have been foiiie real 
grounds for complaint : for, 

Firft, The Hollanders had greatly improved their woollen maivufadlures, which now con- 
iidcrably interfered with ours in foreign parts. 

Secondly, The warm difpotes between the Merchant-adventurers Company and our fepa- 
fate traders and exporters of woollen cloth ran high at this time, and did real hurt alfo to the 

vent of that tnanufafluve. * 

Thirdly, As we Avail prefently fee, that the general balance of foreign trade went this year 
againfl us, it is no wonder that there were complaints of the fcarcity of money. 

Fourthly, The Dutch had alfo, at this time, as we have feen, vaftly increafed their her- 
ring and cod-fiAiery, whilft our own peooJe ncglcftcd it too much. It is not to be wondered 
at, therefore, that out navy or Aiipping was, at this jtime, fo much Aiort of theirs. But with 
refpeft to tlvc exporting from Ireland of wool and yarn, in the fecond article, we have not been 
able to prevent it effeftually, even to tlvis,day, nptwithflanding tJve feveral much feverer laws 
made againfl that pernicious pra&ice fince thofe times. 

As for the qncry in the firft article, “ Why thej^w of Wool is fallen ?” That is anfwered 
already by the King’s complaint in the:pr|aroble, ^^hat our cloth is not fo much demanded 
bey ond-fta as formerly And fuiely the importing and ufihg of IriAi and ScotiAi wool, 
was not likely to .make it rile in price. What relates to dying flnj^s, in the fourth article, 
feems a groundlcfs, or at leafl a trifling coihplamt ; and the third we need fay nothing. — 
As for the fixtb, we have, in our Introdufltion, and inthe ferws of our work, fufficiently en- 
larged on companies, with, and without joint'flocks, and more ef^ially on our Eaft India 
Company, whofe advocates in tbpfe times, as we hate feen, feem to us fufficiently to have 
anfwered the 'cbls^objtrfliphs of their enemies; whiebis^ alfp, all that need befaid by way of 
. anfwcr to the fixth query of the King. The ninth, tenth, 'eleventh; and twelfth articles re- 
quire, no particular remai^ soy more than tjhe Kinj^'s firfl, fepond, fourth, feventb, and 
eighth queries. His de&iig to revive, in his third query, the Obfolete and impraaicable 

law 
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1622 law concerning mcrchant-ftrangcrs laying out all their money on our own merchandizcj to be 
by them exported, is injudicious : but our importing all our hemp and £ax rough, as in the 
fifth query, is very right, and has been, fince his time, almoil always pra^ifed. In all our 
refcarches, we could never come at the report of tlie faid commiflioners, which the King di- 
refls to be made to tire body of his privy council : bat thele brief remaths we conceive to be 
fufiicient. 

We come now to the balance-general of England’s commerce for this fame year 1622, end- 
ing at Chriflnias, as exhibited by Mr. Mifielden, in his quarto treatife, entitled, The Ciicle 
ofComracrcc, p. 121, printed in the year 1623, viz. 

*? The total amount of exportations, includigg therein the cuftpra, at 

five per cent, on fuch goods as pay poundage, the impoft on bayes, tin, 

“ lead, and pewter, and the merchant’s profit of fifteen ppr^cent. together 
“ vWth freight and petty charges, was — — . 2,320,436 12 10 

** II. The total imports, in which is included ninety-one thoufand and 
** fifty-nine pounds eleven {hillings and fevcn-pence cuftoms, and one 
“ hundred thoufand pounds for fine -run goods, &c. — — 2,619,315 0 o 

Balance loft to England this year by her foreign commerce, 298,878 7 2 

This accurate author gives us alfo the total amount of the cuftoms of England, both out- 
'ward and inward, for the faid year 1622, viz. one hundred and fixty-eight thoufand two hun- 
dred and twenty-two pounds fifteen (hillings and eleven-pence. And their then method of 
computing the total value of exports and imports was, in both cafes, to multiply tire total of 
the cuftoms paid, by twenty i which, however, is fince thought to be liable to great excep- 
tions ; and fo, probably, will eveiy other method prove, tliat can be praftifed for the end of 
cxaftly ftating a general national balance of trade. 

Under llic year 1613, we gave, from the fame author, the amount of the cuftoms of Eng- 
land to have been one hundred and forty-eight thoufand and feventy-fivc pounds feven ftiil- 
lings and eight-pence. So tlrat it is difficult to account for King James’s compl.aii]t, in the 
preamble to the preceding commiffion of enquiry, of the decay of his cuftoms at this time, 
without an imputation too obvious through the whole courfc of his reign. 

Penfionary De Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, acquaints us, that, in this year, the 
Dutch, for preventing any diftuibancc in their whale fifhery, crefled an cxclufive company 
for it; who, by their own power «nd ftrength, might proteft thtirfifticry: which filherv, 
however, was laid open, in the year 1643, to all the inhabitants of tfic Seven Provinces ; at a 
time when neither the Englifli, who were engaged in a civil war, nor the Danes, by rcafon of 
the incrcafing power of the Swedes, were able to hurt them. But, upon tlw breafcing out of 
the fecond war wKh England, the Hollanders could neither fparc their fliips of war nor 
manners to protect the great number of their Greenland Ihips : wbcicforc the States prohibit- 
ed their fabjc£ls from fifhing there at all. 

King James I. Items fiill to have had the propagation of tkefilk-worm much at heart. He 
in this lame year, eameftlyexhottcd the Virginia Company^# fet about the cultivating mul- 
herry trees for that end, as well as for the plantin^ of vineyards, fending thither printed in- * 
■ftruftions for thofe purpofetti. The Earl of ^nthampton alfo, as Piefideni of that Company 

Y6t.n. ‘ Tp fvnt 
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1622 fent a preffing letter to the Governor and Council, for' thek diftributing copies of thofe in* 
Aru£tions all over the colony. 

In the fame year, Sir William Alexander, who had got fcveral noblemen and gentlemen 
of Scotland to be Iharers with him, fent a colony of Scots to Nova Scotia, who named the 
peninfula, on die eaft fide of the bay of Fundi, Nova Caledonia, and the other part on the 
hotth en 4 , Nova Alexandria. Heylin’s Cofmography, p. 1024. And, for the better enabling 
him to fettle that plantation. King James granted him a Scotch patent, for advancing a num- 
ber of perfons to the hereditary dignity of baronets of Nova Scotia, but this was iwt perfe£ted 
till 1625, They were at firft diflinguidicd from the Englifh baronets by a ribbon of orange, 
tawney : yet, after confiderable labour and expence, that colony came to nothing.— See the 
year 1625. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company now aflillcd Schah Abbai, King of Perfia, in the taking 
of the once famous town and ifles of Ormus from the Portuguefc. For which great fcrvicc 
our Company had half the booty, and certain immunities alfo granted to them, as particular^ 
ly, Jo keep the cafUe of Ormus, (foon after broken through) and to enjoy half the cuftoms of 
Gombroon, whither the commerce of Ormus was removed, though till then only an iiicon- 
fdcrable village ; which benefits, fome fay, that company enjoyed for fifty years following, 
being valued at forty thoufand pounds yearly : but which the company afterwards rclinquiflicd, 
upon the commencement of a war between Perfia and the Mogul, for a certain allowance of 
three thoufand pounds yearly; long fince, probably,, in difufe. The Portuguefc removed 
thereupon, to Mofehat, in the Perfian Gulph, on the call coaft of Arabia ; which they fortified, 
and foon brought. to be a place of great traffic, till they were driven from thence by the Princes 
of that country. So that Mofehat is now a decayed place. 

In the fcventcenth volume, p. 417, of the Foedcra, King James again commands all Lords 
fpiritual and temporal, (privy counfeUors, and the fervants of the King’s and Prince’s 
lioufholds excepted) and all gentlemen who have feats in the country, forthwith to leave 
London, and to attend their fcrvicc in the fevcral counties, to celebrate the fcaft of Chriftmas, 
and to keep hofpitality there ; “ which,” adds this arbitrary King, “ is now the more necd- 
** ful, as this is a time of fcarcity and dearth.” And, in a fecond proclamation, he enjoins 
them npt only to remain at theirdeats in the faid Chriftmas time, but always, till his further 
pleafure be known. Alfo, that widows of diftinftion be included in this order : and that fucli 
lords and gentlemen as may have law bufinefs in London do leave their families in the 
country. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company had, at this time, pofTeffion of npnc of the Spice Iflands, 
excepting Araboyna, where they had been fettled for about two years paft. It having been 
agreed between the two Companies, that the Dutch fbould enjoy two tliirds, and the Englifh 
Company one third part of its cloves, it being alraoft the only ifle producing that fort of fpicc. 
But, at the clofc of this year 1622, our people were driven from thk ille, in a moft tragical 
manner. Whether Captain Towerfon, and the reft of our fafiory there, had really formed a 
confpiracy, as the Dutch allege, to feize the caftle, and to expel the Dutch from that illanci, 
does not at all appear certain from the evidences prodacm r and even granting that it had 
been plainly made out, yet tlieir barbarous racking li^d tprt^enting of our people, for extort- 
ing a confelfion of it, was moft inhuman, and rather argued a fettled defign to get rid of the 
Englifh from thence at any rate. It is, however, a moft difagrceable fubjefk to dwell upon ; 
let it therefore fuftice briefly to obferve, that ten of our people loft their lives in confequence 

of 
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i6aa of that accufatibh, arid the 'fntt fent away to the next Englifh fcttlement. So the Dutch 
had now the foie po 0 elBon of all the fpicc iilands. Oqr Company made heavy and juft com- 
plaints of that ‘barbarity, yet no violence was offered to the Dutch Company on that account, 
nor any reparation made to our Company till the year ,1654. 

When, formerly, party and national heats have rim high in England, this cruel proceeding 
at Amboyna has frequently been made uie of to blacken the whole Dutch nation : a method 
which all nations and parties have often too much praftifed mutually againft each other. The 
Dutch Company publilhed a large reroohftrance,' in their vindication, in the year 1632 ; which 
was fully Xnd fliarply replied to, in that fame year, by tlie Englilh Company. 

Ih this fame vol. xvii. p. 441, &c. of the Foedera, we meet with a contraA between King 
James and two undertakers, for viftualling the Navy-royal; wherein \vc fee the kiiid of pro- 
vilions, and alfo the quantities and times allowed to the failors, viz. 

Every man’s daily allowance was one pound of bifeuit, one gallon of beer, two pounds 
of beef, with fait, four days in the week ; or elfc, inftead of beef, fbr two of thofe four days, 
“ one pound of bacon or pork, and one pint of pcafe, as heretofore hath been ufed and ac- 
“ cuftomed, fays this record : and for the other three days of tlie week, one quarter of ftock- 
“ li(h, half a quarter of a pound of butter, and a quarter of a pound of cheefe. Saving for 
“ the Friday, to have the quantity of filh, butter, and cheefe, but for one meal: or clfe, in» 
ftcad of ilock-filh, fuch quantity of other fifh or herrings as the time of tlac year Hull 
” afford. 

“ The purfers to be paid, by the faid undertakers, for neceffaries ; as wood, candles, diflics, 
cans, lanthorns, &c. viz. in fervice, at lea, fix-pence for every man per month, and, in 
“ harbour, twelve-pence ; and two fhiliings to every fhip for lading charges by the month. 

“ The undertakers to have the ufc of all his Majefty’s brew-houfes, bake-houfes, mills, and 
other ftorc-houfes, as well at Tower-hill as at Dover, Portfmouth, and Rochefter,” thefe 
then muft, probably, have been all the Navy-royal ports of England for viftualling, &c. 
“ paying the fame rent as former contraffors paid. 

The allowance to the faid contfaflors was, for every man’s vifluals, in harbour, feven- 
pence halfpenny ; and, at fea, eight-pence per day. 

“ The faid contractors, Sir Allen Apfiey and Sir Sampfon Darrell, were hereby to 6njoy 
** during life the title and office of General Purveyors of the Victuals of his Majefty’s Navy.** 
In this year Gerard Malynes firft publifhed his book, which was once in forac efteem, en- 
titled, Lex Mcrcatoria, in folio. In which work he makes the qiiantity of woollen goods of 
«11 forts, broad and narrow, long and fhort, made yearly in all England, to amount to two 
hundred and fifty thoufand pieces or cloths ; befide the new draperies, called pe^tuanas, &c, 
Yefrhe is fo incorreft and fo wide from probability in other matters, that there is no depend- 
ing on him. For inftance, he makes the number of people in England to be fixteen millions 
■eight hundred thoufand, and in Scotland nine millions ; in Ireland five-thoufand five hundred 
parifltes and in France twenty-two millions of people. 

At this time acontroverfyarofc, in print, between Malynes, whowisa Netherlander, and 
had been much employed by King James in mercantile and money matters, and Edward Mif- 
felden, Efq; an eminent merchai^'of London 4 concerning, the baLmce of commerce running 
ttgainft us, as befdre iUted, and for redreffing the fcarcity of money, then mucli com- 
jdainzdof, 

P p 2 
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1622 Malyncs propofcd, as a means for keeping our money at home, to alter the oourfe of cat*- 
change by authority ; a wild and injudicious fancy : as if foteigners, beyond fea, would be 
dircfted, againft their own palpable mtereft, to regard any laws made in England of that kind. 
This was in bis work, entitled, The Canker of England’s Commonwealth, dedicated, in the 
year 1621, to Sir Robert Cecil, Secretary of State; and in his treatiOe which he called his 
Tittle Fifli and his Gteat Whale. Mr. Mifleldcn, in a duodecimo, printed in 1622, en- 
titled, “ Free Trade, or the Means to make Trade flourifli,” difplayed the folly of compulfion 
in fuch matters ; and more fully in a quarto treatife, in 1623, which he called} The Circle of 
Commerce; “ wherein (and in another, entitled. Free Trade) be explained the bufinefs oiw 
“ mercantile exchange as it is underftood at this day, and the wcaknefs of attempting to rc- 
" gulate by public authority what is principally gOYcrncd by our imports and exports ; — by 
“ the greater or lefs demand for money at home and beyond fea,— by wan — ^mi^es — pefti- 
“ lences, and by other accidental caufes : all which render it impolhble to regulate exchanges 
“ by authoritative means in dealings with other nations. For, although iUmay be true, as 
“■ Malynes alledged, tliat the undervaluing of our own monies, in compaiifon with the mo- 
nies of foreign nations, may contribute fomewhat to the overbalance, or to the exchange 
goiiTg againft us, yet the principal caufe will ever be found to be, the greater value of our 
** importation of foreign goods &an of our own merchairdize exported.” — This Malynes 
would not admit, but obftinately infifted, that exchange abfolutcly over-rules all money and 
merchandize; and that a royal proclamation, for railing the value of our money equal to, 01 
rather higher than foreign monies, would efFeftually tmn the exchange and alfo the balance 
of trade in our favour. 

Malynes alfo furioufly attacked Mr. Millclden’s laft-mentioned treatife, in one he named 
The Center of the Circle of Commerce. Much acrimony appeared in this difpute, and all'o 
an affeftation, agreeable to the King’s own genius, of quotations from ancient Greek and 
Latin authors, on a point utterly unknown to both Greeks^and Romans : they even now 
and then dragged into their fcrvicc an Hebrew fcntence, for the greater edification of their 
Englifh readers. MilTelden, upon the whole, bad plainly the advant.nge of his conceited an- 
tagonift ; and judicioufly treats of the true caufes of the general balance of trade, then I'up- 
pofed to be running againft us, viz. “ the confumption of unneceflary foreign waies, for 
« mere luxury ;— the lofs of our Eaft India ftock, by the violences of the Dutch Company 
“ piracies of the Barbary rovers ;— tlic wars of Europe the negleft of the filhery the new 

“ improvements of other nations in manufaftures ;— the decay of our own draperies, &c.” 

His Free Trade was reprinted in the year 1651, and is well worth the pcrufal even at this 
day. • 

The judicious Mr. Munn, in his treatife, entitled, England’s Treafdre by foreign Trade, 
firft printed in the yea? 1664, p. 103, has the foUowing juft remark, viz. “ In vain, therefore, 

“ has Gerard Malynes laboured fo long, and in fo many printed books, to make tlie world 
“ believe, that the undervaluing of our money ki exchange docs exhauft our treafurc, whicli 
« is a mere fallacy of the caufe, attributing that to aTecondary means wfipfe effeas aic 
“ wrought by another principal efficient, and would alfo c6me to pafs altlrough the- faid fc- 
« condary means were not at all. As vainly alfo IMi he propounded a remedy, by keeping 
“ the price of exchange by bills at the fiar pre pari, by public authority, which were a new- 
“ found oflScc, without example in my part of the world, being not only fruitlcfs but alfo 

“ hurtful,” 
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i 6 zz hartful.” Thofe old trcatifcs arc long fincc out of print, and arc become fomcwhat fcarcfe^ 
which has made the particular mention of them to be the more necelFary. 

We (hall clofe this year with juft obferving, that, by the induftry of the Englifli Rufliar 
Eaft India, and Merchant-adventurers Companies, and their buildii^g of fo many flout fliips, 
the commerce o-f the Hans-towns was now become greatly decayed ; more efpccially thofe ports 
on the fouth Ihores of the Bahic Sea: their ancient fplendor and influence was much abated. 
The French Kings,* Louis XL Charles VlII. Louis XII. and Francis I. had beftowed great 
privileges on them. The Emperor Charles V. had great loans of money from them : and wc 
have elfewhere related, that King Henry the Third of England had incorporated them at Lon- 
don as a trading guild, in acknowledgement of their afliftance in his naval wars, and alfo for 
money they had lent him. But what availed all thefe confiderations, under their now general 
dcclcnlion. 

1623 Tlic firft record in the Foedera, of the year 1623, vol. xvii. p. 447^, is a new proclamation 
of King James, in the manner and ftileof his former ones, againft his fubjefts eating of flcfli 
in Lent, and on other fifh days ; for the maintenance of the navy and Ihipping, a principal 
** ftrength of this iiland ; and for the fparing and incrcafing of flelli viftuals.” 

In p. 450, of the fame volume, wc have the grant of King James to the Eaft India Com- 
pany, empowering their prefidciits and councils in India, or tl>eir council of defence there, 
to puTiifli all capital or other crimes committed on land in India, either by martial or by 
common law, as the feveral cafes may require: fo as every criminal be tried by a. jury of 
twelve men. In this grant the King rcchds one, of the thirteenth year of his reign, which 
empowered this Company to punilh offences committed in their Ihips whilft at lea. But it is 
not in the Foedera. 

And, p. 466, we have that King’s new proclamation for obliging perfons of quality 
and land eftates to withdraw to their country feats, for the promoting of hofpitality, &c. 

Ill the fame vol. xvii'. p. 483, of the Foedera, we find, that complaints being made by 
foreign Princes, as well as by the bulk of the merchants of England, “ that fundry of our 
“ merchants for their particular profit, fupplied the rovers of Algiers and Tunis with ain- 
“ munition and military weapons, as artillery, &c. and alfo with provifions ; whereby they 
** were enabled to difturb our own commerce, as well as that of other Chriftian nations 
King James I. therefore “ flridlly prohibits his fubjefts fi'om fapplying thofe.rovers with any 
“ of the faid particulars.” * 

There being, in this fame year, petitions to King James I. by adventurers in the Virginia 
and Somcr Illcs Gompaiiies, reprefenting the mifmanagements of thofe two colonies, in con- 
fequence of which their profperity was retarded; King James, in p. 490, i^;</.iflucdacom- 
milTion to the Lord Chief Juftice Jones, and others, “ for taking into their confideration all 
** letters-patent, commiflions, orders, &c. relating to thofe two colonies: who were alfo 
** empowered to enquire into all fums of money, levied either by the contributions of adveii- 
“ turers, or by voluntary gifts, bequefts, lotteries, colle£tions, and adventures, or in niaga- 
“ zincs, See. for the furtherance of the faid plantations ; and how tlie feme has been expend- ■ 
** ed : — alfo what laws and orders the faid colonies have made, contrary to the royal charters : 
and into any frauds and other mifmanagements which may have caufed the hindrance of their 
“ profperity. — And, laftly, to lay down methods for the rcdrclTing of fucli grievances, and 
“ for.rcftoring the profperity of the laid colonics,? “ 


la 
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1623 In p. 498, ibid. King Jariies I. ^ill continues the old faltry of one hundred pounds per aa- 
nuni to his phyfician in ordinary, in tlie perfon of l>r. Matthew Lifter. 

The firft cxclufivc terra of the Dutch Eaft India Company expiring in March 1623, the 
States General granted a furtlicr term of twenty-one years longer ; after the Company had 
made a dividend to the proprietors of twenty rfivc per cent, for the year 1622 : after which 
* their ct^merce ftourifhed and increased fo much, that tliey enlarged the number of their fliips 
. every year. 

In vol. xvii. p. 498, of the Foedcra, we have a treaty of amity and commerce between King 
James I. of England, and Michael Pheodorowitz, Czar of Mufeovy. "What relates to coni- 
merce is in fubftance as follows ; viz. 

Article VII. “ If, under colour of commerce, any merchants or others (hall carry warlike 
“ ammunition to the enemy of either party, it ftiall not be imputed to the Princes of either 
“ fide as any breacli of friendlhip ; but the party offending fhall take the peril upon his own 
“ head. * . 

XI. “ All fuch privileges and grants, for freedom of commerce, as by treaties have been 
granted to the EnglUh merchants by his renowned Majefty of all Ruftia, and his nol)le pro- 
“ genitors, fhall remain in full force. And, by Virtue of this alliance, the fubjefts of both 
Princes may, by fea and land, freely traffic to each others countries in all kind of nierchan- 
“ 4ize ; and may buy up and freely tranfport aw'ay all manner of jewels, precious ftones, and 
“ whatfoever elfe fitting for both the Princes trcafurics, as freely as if tlicy were the natives of 
“ the felf* fame country. - 

“ Provided, That this freedtjm of commerce be underftood on the part of Great Britain 
“ for all fuch merchants only, and none other, as arc allowed to trade into the dominions of 
Ruftia, by the licence of their Sovereign, and according to the gracious letters and privi- 
leges granted, and to be granted hereafter to the Englifh merchants by his renowned Ma- 
jefty of all Ruftia, and the Right Reverend great Lord and holy Patriarch of all Ruftia; and 
“ on die part of the fubjefis of the Czar of Ruftia, for all fuch of his merchants as lhall be 
by him allowed to trade into Great Britain, and none other. 

X. “ And fuch Englifti fubjefts trading to Ruftia, and Ruftia fubjefts trading to England, 
** without fuch licences from their rcfpcaivc fovorcigns, lhall be leized and delivered up to 
** the refpedive agents of each nation. 

XI. XII “ The merchants in both countries ftiall be protected from all injuries, and have 
equal juftice done them as the native fubjcfls have. 

XI II . “ PerfoBS guilty of death IhaU not fufi’er death, nor be put to the torture, till an 
anfwer from their refpedlive fovereigns lhall be received concerning them. 

XIV. “ The merchants in cither country lhall not be difturbed on account of difference 

in religion. , ’ 

XV. XVI. XVII. and XTX, “ Ambaffadors, meflengers, and polls, and merchants go- 
ing along with them, of both the contrafling parties, lhall freely and fafely pafs and repafs 
in all parts of both countries, with tlieir attendants, goods, &c. And if either Prince 
lhall have occafion to fend fuch into other countries, through the countries of the other 

“ eontrafting parties, viz. into Germany, France, Spain, Denmark, Sweden, and Nethcr- 
land, or unto and from Perfia, Turkey, and other parts of the Eaft, not in open hoftility 
with either party; they ftiall freely pafs, with all their goods and people, and have due 

“ convoy 
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1623 convoy by land and water. And, in cafe of death on their journey, tlieir goods ftiall be 
fafely kept, for thofe who fhallhave a right to them. 

XVIIL “ In cafe of fliipwreck on the coafts of cither Prince, the ^oods ftiallJDe faved for 
the benefit of the owners/^ 

King James now iffued a proclamation, p. 519, wherein he obferves, That, in 
times of dearth, the poorer fort of his people arc pinched with the great want and dear 
prices of corn. — That the treafure of the kingdom alfo, in thofe times, is much exhaufted, 
in providing of corn from foreign parts. And, on the contrary, in times of plenty, the 
‘‘ farmers, by the low prices of corn, arc hardly able to fupport their nccclTary charge, and 
“ pay their rents. And, forefecing, as well by reafon as by example of foreign nations, that 
‘‘ fucli things may not only in feme good meafure be remedied, but alfo the increafe of tillage 
may be procured, and the better vending of our native commodities, ftrength to our fhip- 
ping, and the breeding of many mariners, by the crefting of magazinfes of corn, which, in 
‘‘ times offcarcity, may ferve to keep down the price Of foreign corni and in times of plenty 
may keep np the price of our home coni, at fuch reafonable rates as will well maintain the 
hufbandma;i’s labour and hold up the gentleman’s rents. Upon deliberate advice with our 
Privy Council, we ordain, 

I. “ That magazines of corn fliall and may be crefted by fuch merchants and others as fiiall 
be willing to adventure therein, in the ports and places after-mentioned, viz. London, 

“ Dover, Portfmonth, Southampton, Brifto), Exeter, Plymouth, Ipfwich, Lynn, Yarmouth, . 
“ Hull, York, Newcaftic, Chefter, Liverpool, and Haverfoidweft ; and in all the Ihire towns 
“ of this realm. 

II. . “ And to the intent that the faid magazines may be ftored with corn, we hereby declare, 
“ that any of our fubjefts may import corn for the faid magazines from foreign parts, in fucli 
“ quantities as they lhall think lit, paying only the cuftoras and fublidics of the prefent book 
“ of rates. 

III . “ And any perfon may buy and provide, within this realm, for the ftoring and furnilli- 
“ ing of the faid magazines, fuch quantities of Englifh corn as to them flialJ feem good, — at 
‘‘ Jucli times only, as the moll ufuaLprices of Englifh wheat fliaJI be under twenty-three fliil- 

lings the quarter, (this feems to have been the moderate or mean price of wheat corn at this 
“ time), Englifh rye under eighteen Ihillings the quarter, and Englifh barley under fixteen 
“ (hillings the quarter, refpeftively, in the counties where the fame fliall be bouglit and 
provided. 

IV. “ And for the better encouragement of fuch as fhall adventure in the faid magazines, 
‘‘ wc are well pleafed, that fuch foreign corn as lliall be thither brought, may be freely re- 

exported into foreign parts beyond the fca in amity with us, fo as at the time of fuch tranf- 
‘‘ poUation the ufiial price of Englifli corn in the three next adjacent counties to tlie faid 
“ magazines whence fuch tranfportation fhall be, do not exceed forty fhillings tlie quarter ; 
twenty-fix flnllings and cigbt-pcncc rye, and twenty fliillings the quarter of barley, refpec- 
tivcly. But when the prices of Englifh corn arc higher, then all foreign corn fhall be kept 
within the faid magazines, to be fold only within this realm, for the provilion, of the 
“ fame. 

V. And wdien Englifh corn ftall be under thirty-two Ihillings the quarter of \v]ia:t, 
eighteen Ihillings rye, and fixteen fhillings barley ; then ifb foreign corn flutll be fold tvithia 
this realm for any other purpofc but only to be flored and laid up in the faid magazines, 

t or 



304 an historical and chrono logic al deduction 

A* D. 

1623 or to be tranfportcd beyond fca, paying the doc cuftoms and fubfidies for the Englifli corn;. 
“ to the intent the price of Englifli corn may be held op, for the benefit of the farmer, and 
tha,t fuch corn fo to be tranfportcd may return a proportion of coin, for the rcplcnifliing of 
** the treafurc of this kingdom. 

VI. “ Upon re-exportation of the faid foreign corn no duties fliall be paid. 

^ VJI. “ The exporter of fikeh foreign corn fliall make oath tliat it did not grow in this 
** rCalm.^ ^ 

. This plaufible feheme, however, did not take place. 

Magazines of corn at Dantzic and Amftcrdam, it is plain, have been found extremely iife- 
ful and profitable to thofe two cities ; though, perhaps, they might not anfwcr fo well in Eng- 
land. At leaft, fuch a feheme as that we have juft been reciting muft undergo a ftri£ler ex- 
amination, and receive many improvemeuts, before it could be reduced to pradlice in our 
days. 

In the fame fevinteenth volume, p. 528, of the Foedera, King James again iflues his pro- 
clamation agaiuft his fubjefts eating of flelh in Lent and on other fifli days ; ftill afiigning the 
fame reafons as in his former prohibitions. * 

In this year Malyncs; in his Center of the Circle of Commerce, already'mentioned, by way 
of anfwcr to Miflelden’s Circle of Commerce, gives us the price of Eaft India merchandize 
llbth there and here, viz.' 

In India. JPepper, per pound weight, In England, 20d. or 8 to 1. 

Cloves, . 9 rf. S-J- or to i. 

Nutmegs, 4 31, or 9 to i# 

Mace, S d. 6r. or9 to i. 

Indigo,’ ts. 2 d. 55. or4ftoi. 

Raw filk, 8^. o d. 20 s, or 2 i to i. 

The Dutch Weft India Company. now met with fo much good luck, in their taking of 
Spanifti prizes, thatthey raflily made fo large a dividcjid as twenty-five per cent, to their pro- 
prietors. Puffendorf obferves, that they ruined thi^mfclves by making fuch large dividends, 
and by their being more eager for conquells than for commerce. 

3624 U’he great complaints in England agaiuft monopolies, had, as.wc have related, obliged King 
James I. in the year 1619, to revoke them all by his proclamation : notwithftanding which, 
that King and his Mi nifters, ever in want of money, fufFcrcd thcmfclves to be drawn into 
new ones afterwards. But, in the twenty-fiift year of hi? reign, in the year 1624, his ncccf- 
fities obliged him to call a Parliament; in which much louder complaints were made agaiuft 
;them than had ever been done before. This produced an aft of Parliament, in that fame year, 
cap. 3, “ whereby all monopolies, and.all commiflions, grants, licences, and charters, for- 
“ merly xn^dc or granted, or which fliall hereafter be granted, either to perfons or corpora- 
“ lions, for the foie buying, felling, making, working, or ufing, of any thing, arc made void. 
And alfo Uic power to difpenfc with any others, or to give leave to exercife or ufe any 
thing, againft the tenor or purport of any law or ftatute ; or to compound with any others 
for any penalty or forfeitures limiled by any ftatute : alfo., that all proclamations, inhibi- 
tions, reftraints, warrants of afliftance, or other matters whatever, any way tending to the 
inftltuting, furthering, or countenancing the fame, ^arc hereby declared to be altogether con* 
trary to the laws of this lealm ; and fo are and Ihall be void and of* none elfeft, and in no- 
wife to be put in ufe or execution. — And that all fuch monopolies ihall be henceforth for 
3 ever 
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1624 “ ever tried and determined by the common law of this realm, and not otherwife. Atid all 
“ perfons are hereby difabled to ufe any monopoly ; and perfons aggrieved thereby lliall rc- 
■“ cover treble damages and double cofts. Excepting, however, patents which the King may 
ftill grant, for fourteen years and no more, for new-invented manufa^ures or arts, never 
“ praftifed before, and not being mifehievous to the State, by raifing the prices of commo- 
“ dities at home, or the hurt of trade.— ^Saving alfo to the city of London, and other cities 
“ and towns corporate, their charters concerning any culloms ufc4 within them, or unto any 
corporations, companies, or fcllowlhips, of any art, or of any company of merchants ered^- 
“ ed for the maintenance and enlargement of commerce. — Nor lhall this aft extend to char- 
“ ters for printing ; or for making of faltpctre, gunpowder, cannon, cannon-bullets, or alum : 
“ nor to Sir Robert Martfcll’s patent for making of glafs ; — nor to a patent for making of 
“ fmalt;— nor to another for fmelting of iron with pit coal, granted to Edward, Lord 
“ Digby.” 

By another ftatute of this twenty-firft year of King James L cap. .7. it was enafted in fub- 
ftance, “ That whereas the price of the value of lands, and of other commodities of England, 
“ is niucli abated ; and that, notwithftanding the intereft on the loan of money continues at 
“ fo high a rate as ten pouads in the hundred pounds for a year; it Was therefore now enafted, 
“ that no perfon, from and after the twenty-fourth of June, 1625, lhall dircftly or indireftly 
“ take for the loan of any monies, wares, merchandize, &c. above the value of eight pounds, 
“ for the forbearance of one hundred pounds for a year. And all bonds, contrafts, and alTu- 
“ ranees, made after the time aforefaid, for any ufury above the rates of eight pounds per 
cent. Hull be utterly void : and whoever lhall take more, by way and means of any corrupt 
“ bargain, loan, exchange, chcvifance, Ihift, or intereft of any wares, merchandize, &c. or 
” by any deceitful way or means, or by any covin, engine, or deceitful conveyance, for the 
“ forbearing of money, or other thing whatfoever, more than eight per cent, lhall forfeit 
“ treble the value of the money, &c. fo lent. Scriveners, brokers, folicitors, and drivers of 
“ bargains for contrafts and loans, who lliall direftly or indireftly take for brokerage, foli- 
citing, driving, or procuring any fuch loan, over #nd above the rate of five lliillings for 
*' every hundred, or above twelve-pence for making the bond, lliall forfeit twenty pounds, 
and be iiiiprifoncd for fix months. This aft to continue for feven years.” Now follows 
what is fhameful to appear in any ftatutc-book; after wliat has been juft enafted : — “ Provi- 
“ ded, that no words in this law contained, lhall be conftrued or expounded to allow the 
“ praftice of ufury in point of religion or cohfcience !” Concerning which provifo, enough 
has already been faid under the year 1546, &c. 

This law was made perpetual in the year 1628, being the third of Charles I, cap. 4. 

Sir Thomas Culpeper, fenior, then a member of Parliament, was greatly inftrumcntal in 
obtaining this reduftion. He laid before the Houfe of Commons a treatife, which he after- 
wards printed, againft the high rate of intereft, in the year 1623 ; which his fon, Sir Thomas, 
reprinted in»i668, with intent to get intereft brought lower, after being reduced to fix percent. 

The fon obferves, That this aft pafled with all oppofition imaginable; it being an untrod- 
den path, and muft therefore be hewn out by dint of rcafon. At its paffing, a zealous oppo- 
fer of it defired it might be remembered, that he had foretold the inconvcnicncics that would 
enfue. In anfwcr to which, Sir Thomas Culpeper alfo defired it might be remembered, that 
he had prophefied many happy eftefts from it, viz. 

VoL, 11 . Firit, 
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1624 Firft, To the King, in the improvement of his cuftoms. 

Secondly, To the landlord, in the advancement of his rents, and the price of his inhe- 
ritance. 

Thirdly, To the merchant, in the quicknefs of his trade, and benefit of his returns. 

Fourthly, To the borrower, in the cafe of his condition, &c. 

flereupojg Sir Jofiah Child, in his Difeourfe on Trade, firft publilhed in 1670, remarks 
“ That in the year 1635, which was but ten years after the making of this law, there were 

more merchants to be found on the Exchange of London, worth each one thoufand pounds, 
“ and upwards, than were before the year 1600, to be found worth a hundred pounds each. 

That before and about the time of this reduftion of intcreft, the current price of lands was 
** twelve years purchafe, which foon after rofe confiderably higher. That the lowering of 
** intereft enables the landlord to improve his eftate, and thereby raife his rents. That it en- 
" ables merchants to increafe foreign trade, whereby home manufafturers and artificers will be 
“ increafed, as allp our ftock of other uleful people ; and the poor will be employed.” 

N. B. In this fame aft of tlie twenty-firft of King James, the word inurcjl was the firft 
time ufed for the forbearance of money, in its modern fenfe ; although the vtovA^ufury be alfo 
therein ftill applied, in the fame legal fenfe of that word. ^ 

In the book entitled Cabala, or Myfteries of State, we find, in this fame year 1624, a letter 
from Sir William Afton, the Englilh ambailador in Spain, to the Lord Conway, fecretary of 
ftatc, giving advice, “ That three Scotilh Ihips, with all their ladings, were confifeated at 
Malaga, for having brought thither certain Holland commodities.” W'hich we here take no- 
tice of for two reafons, viz. 

Firft, and principally. As fuch a precedent may, poffibly, be of ufc hereafter, in difputes 
concerning contraband merchandize ; and. 

Secondly, To ftiew the Scots had fome commerce in the Mediterranean fo early. 

As the making of rivers navigable is of great benefit to commerce, we muft obferve, under 
this fame year 1624, that an aft of Parliament, palled the twenty-firft of King James’s reign, 
cap. 32. for making the river Thames navigable, for barges, lighters, and boats, from the 
village of Burcot, levcn miles on this fide the city of Oxford, to that city ; “ for the convev- 
“ ance of Oxford frcc-ftone, by water, to the city of London ; and of coals, and other ncccl- 
“ faries, from Lemdon to Oxford, now coming, at a dear rate, only by land-carriage ; wherc- 
“ by the roads were become exceeding bad.” It is fomewhat remarkable, that the preamble 
of this aft takes notice, “ That the river Thames, for many miles beyond the city of Ox- 
“ ford was already navigable for fuch barges, lighters, &c. and alfo from Burcot to London.” 
So'herc was only-fevcn miles of that river to be made navigable. And that whereas an aft of 
the third year of tliis King’s reign,, cap. 20. did not anfwer the end, viz. for clearing the paf- 
fage by water from London to Oxford, and beyond, it was therefore hereby repealed. 

By an aft of Parliament of this fame year, cap. 34. for granting King James I. three entire 
fubfidies, and three fifteenths and tenths, for making war againft Spain, there was a referve 
of eighteen thoufand pounds out of this grant, for the relief of decayed cities and towns. 

This old way of granting fupplies to tlie crown by fifteenths and tenths, has puzzled our 
modern antiquarians, who feem utterly at a lofs, at this day, to afeertain the exaft manner of 
levying them, though fo late as this year. And this is the laft time we find mention of that 
way of granting aids to the crown. This we alfo conceive to be the laft time that money wms, 
in this manner, beftowed on decayed cities and towns. 
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r624 As the freedom of commerce depends fo greatly on the prefcrving, as much as pofTiblc, a 
juft equilibrium between or amongft the potentates of Europe, it was impolitic in King James 
the Firft to aflift in aggrandizing France, more cfpccially by lending his fhips to the French 
King in this fame year, 1624, for enabling him to reduce the Proteftant city of Rochelle. — 
The Dutch too were equally to blame in this refpeft. Mr. De Witt, in his intereft of Hol- 
land, direflly accufes the States, or rather Prince Maurice, of lending fhips for reducing their 
Proteftant brethren befieged in Rochelle. It would furftly have been better policy to have af- 
liftcd thofe opprefled people, even though there had been no tics of religion in the cafe ; in or- 
der to put fomc reftraint on the growing greatnefs of the French monarchy. It is true, that, 
with icfpeft to England, the court party in the Houfe of Commons, on the Duke of Buck- 
ingham’s impeachment, in the next reign, alleged, and perhaps truly, that it was ftipulatcd by 
Kinj James, that his fhips fhould not be employed either againft the inhabitants of Rochelle, 
or any others of the Proteftant religion in France : yet, in faft, they were fo employed. De 
Witt alfo, a mortal foe to the houfe of Orange, in another part of that*work, “ accufes Prince 
“ Maurice and his cabinet-council, of breaking the balance of power between France and 
“ Spain, to the prejudice of all Europe, by making the former crown preponderate over the 
“ latter.” It muft be admitted, neverthelcfs, that there were plaufible pretexts both for Eng- 
land and Holland’s taking fuch fteps, at this time. 

With refpeft to England, in particular, the breaking off tlie Spanifh match, the taking of 
the Palatinate from King James’s fon-in-Iaw, by the houfe of Auftria, then clofely united 
with Spain, and the newly contrafted fatal match with a daughter of France, were the induce- 
ments. With refpeft to Holland, the old prepofleflions againft the exorbitant power of Spain, 
had no fmall influence on their fears and jcaloufies, left that crown fhould ftill entertain 
hopes of being able to recover their feven provinces. 

Cardinal Richlieu entered this year upon his rainiftry in France, and fuccceded but too well 
in his great projefts of depreffing the grandees and the Proteftants at home ; of reducing the 
fuperiority of the two branches of the houfe of Auftria ; and of advancing the commerce, ma- 
nufafturcs, and maritime ftrength «f France ; whilft he lulled afleep the only two potentates 
of Europe who had it in their power to have put a check to fuch towering and dangerous 
fehemes. 

It was in this year that the Hollanders firft Invaded Brafil, of which we fliall fee they held 
a confiderable part for thirty years after. 

By an aft of Parliament of this fame twenty-firft year of King James 1 . cap, 28, it was cn- 
afted, ” That when wheat is not above one pound twelve fhillings per quarter ; rye, twenty 
“ fhillings ; peas, beans, barley, and malt, fixtecn fhillings, at the port whither they are 
“ broughtto be exported, they may then be exported.” And we find the like licence and 
rates by ^Suft of the third of King Charles I. cap. 4. in the year 1627. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company having laded four fhips and two pinnaces for India, the 
Duke of Buckingham, King James’s favourite, knowing that they muft lofe their vovage un- 
Icfs they failed by a certain time, extorted from that company ten (houfand pounds, for liberty 
to fail for India, he being then Lord High Admiral of England. This was one of the articles 
of his impeachment, in the year 1626. The Duke, in his defence, alleged, that, as the com- 
pany had taken many rich prizes from the Portuguefe in India, and particularly at Ormus, a 
large part thereof was legally due to the King, and alfo to himfclf, as Lord Admiral ; attd that 
tlic faid ten tlioufand pounds was the company’s compofition and agreement, inftead of fifteen 
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1624 thoufand pounds, which the law would have compelled them to give: and that, moreover, 
all the faid ten thoufaud pounds, excepting only two hundred pounds, was applied by the 
King for the fervice of the navy. 

It was in the reign of King James I. of England, that the Hollanders firll entered upon the 
luanufafturc of fine woollen cloths ; and, of courfe, began to interfere with the Englifh cloth 
trade in tli« Netherlands, and elfewhcre : fo that, in the twenty-fccond and laft year of tills 
King’s reign, a certificate was given into the Parliament of twenty -five thousand cloths hav- 
ing, in that year, been manufa£fured in Holland. Whereupon the Houfe of Commons 
refolved, 

Firft, “ That the Merchant-adventurers Company fetting impofts upon our cloths is a 
“ grievance, and ought not to be continued : and, that all other merchants, promifeuoufly, 
“ as well as that company, may tranfport every where northern and weftern dozens, kerfies, 
“ and new draperies.” *' 

Secondly, “ TlAt other merchants, befide the Merchant-adventurers Company, may freely 
“ trade with dyed and drcfled cloths, and all forts of colourfld cloths, into Germany and the 
“ Low Countries.” 

In the feventeenth volume, p. 605, of the Foedera, King James iflued a proclamation, “ for 
abfolutely prohibiting the manufafture of gold and filver tluead, gold and filver foliate, 
“ {/. e. leaf) purles, oes, fpangles, &c. as tending to the confumption of the coin and bullion 
*<: of this kingdom. And lie having granted a charter of incorporation to the Governors, 
“ Affiftants, and Commonalty of Gold-wire Drawers of London, he had lioped, by reducing 
thofe trades under order and government, to avoid the umicceflary waftc of coin ayd bnl- 
“ lion. But having now fully underftood, as well by the complaints of his Commons, in 
“ the late fcfiion of Parliament, as upon examination by the Lords of the Council, that not 
“ only the faid corporation, (which was tliereupon revoked, and declared to be void) but alfo 
“ the faid manufadures are unfit to be continued, 6cc.” 

In the fame volume, p. 608, King James, by proclamation, once more confirms all his 
former injundions againft the ereding of buildings on new foundations in London and its 
fuburbs. 

In the fame volume, p. 609, we have a more diftind view of the colony of Virginia, in a 
commiliioh from King James to many lords and gentlemen, as follows, viz. “ We having, 
“ by letters-patent, of the fourth year of our reign, granted power to divers knights, gentlc- 
“ men, and others, for the more fpeedy accomplilhment of the plantation of Virginia, that 
“ they fhould’ divide themfelves into two colonies : the one to confift of Londoners, called 
“ the Firft Colony , and the other of thofe of Briftol, Exeter, and Plymouth, called the Se- 
“ cond Colony. And we did, by fcvcral letters under our privy fcal, preferibe orders and 
“ conftitutions for direding the affairs of our faid colony. 

“ And whereas, afterward, upon the petition of divers adventurers and planters of the faid 
“ firft (or London) colony, we, by letters-patent, in the feventh year of our reign, and in 
the year of our Lord i6io, incorporates divers noblemen, knights, &c. by the name of the 
“ Treafurcr and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London, for the firft 
“ Colony in Virginia ; granting them divers lands, territories, &c. to be conveyed by them 
“ to the adventurers and planters ; with power to have a council there refident, for the affairs 
“ of the colony ; and alfo to place and difplace officers. 


** And, 
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1624 And, afterwards, in the tenth year of our reign, being the year of our Lord 1613, we, 
by letters-patent, did further mention to give that company divers ifles on that coaft. 

** And whereas, we, finding the courfes taken for the fettling the faid colony have not 
^ taken the good elFeft we intended, did, by a late commiffion to fundry perfons of quality 
and iruft, caufc the Hate of the faid colony to be examined into; who, after much pains 
taken, reported, that moft of our people fent thither had died, by licknefs and famine, and 
“ by maflacres by the natives ; and that fuch as are flill living, were in lamentable ncceflity 
“ and want ; though they {the commiffioners) conceived the country to be both fruitful and 
healthful ; and that, if induftry were ufed, it would produce many goo4ftaplc commodities. 
** But, by negleft of the governors and managers here, it had as yet produced few or none*— 
“ That the faid plantations are of great importance ; and would, as they hoped, remain a laft- 
ing monument of our moll gracious and happy government to all pofterity, if the fame 
“ we 4 ‘e profecuted to thofe ends for which they were firft undertaken. Whereupon we, cn- 
“ tering into mature confidcration of the premifes, did, by advice of feur privy council, re- 
“ folvc to alter the charters of the faid company as to points of government: but the faid 
‘‘ trcafiircr and company not fubmitting thereto, the faid charters are now avoided by a quo 
“ warranto. Wherefore, wc direft you to conlider the flatc of the faid colony, and what 
“ points arc fitting to be inferted in the intended new charter, and to report to us. And, in 
“ the mean time, to take care to fupply the planters there with neceflliries, and to do all other 
“ a£ts needful for maintaining the colony. Moreover, the King {ibid. p. 618 ) appoints 
Sir Francis Wyatt governor of the colony, with eleven counfellors, refiding in the colony.’^ 
In this fame fcvcntcenth volume, p. 618, of the Fcedera, King James fettles a penfion of 
two thoufand pounds per annum, for life, on his grandfoti, Prince Charles, fecond fon of 
the Elefior Palatine: and, in the preceding year, the Duke of Buckingham, belides all his 
great employments, had a penfion of one thoufand pounds fettled on him. 

In this year alfo, and in the fame volume, p. 621, King James once more difplays his talents 
and prejudices againft tobacco, by the following proclamation, viz. 

Whereas our Commons, in their laft feliion of Parliament, became humble petitioners 
‘‘ to us,, that, for many weighty reafons, much concerning the interell of our kingdom, and 
the trade thereof, wc would by our royal power utterly prohibit the ufe of all foreign to- 
** bacco, which is not of the growth of our own dominions : — AikI whereas we have, upon 
all occallons, made known our diflike we have ever had of the ufe of tobacco in general, as 
“ tending to the corruption both of the health and manners of our people. — Nevcrthelefs, be- 
caulb we have been often and earneftly importuned by many of our loving fubjefts, planters 
and adventurers in Virginia and the Somer Ifles, that, as thofe colonies are yet but in their 
infancy, and cannot be brought to maturity, uiilefs we will be pleafed, for a time, to tole- 
** rate unto them the planting and vending the tobacco of their own growth ; we have con- 
defeended to their delircs : and do therefore hereby ftriftly prohibit the importation of any 
** tobacco from bcyond-fca, or from Scotland, into England or Ireland, other than from our 
** colonies before-named: moreover, we ftriftly prohibit the planting of any tobacco either 
“ in England or Ireland.” The reft of this proclamation relates to fcarching for and burning 
of foreign tobacco, and the marking and fcaling the legal tobacco of our colonies. 

On the fecond of March, 1624-5, he iffued another proclamation to the fame efFeft. 

In February, 1624-5, King James, from Newmarket,, iffucs a frclh proclamation againft 
eating lielh in Lent, &c- 
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1625 In that fame month he iiTucs his warrant to the Duke of Buckingham, as Lord Admiral ; 
That whereas many of his fubje&s had fufFcred great wrongs and damages, as well at fea as 
“ otherwifc*-^not only by the fahjefts of our brother the King of Spain, and of the Low 
Countries, but alfo by thofc under the 'States of the United Netherlands— and all faircourfes 
‘‘ and due proceedings having been in vain ufed, in demanding reftitution or reparation thcre- 
— an 4 that thereupon our faid fubjefts have made bumble fuit unto us for Letters of 
Reprifal wc therefore will, require, and authorize you to grant your commiflion for the 
apprehending and taking the goods, fliips, and merchandize of the King of Spain’s fub- 
jefts of the Low Countries, as alfo thofe of the fubjefts of the United Netherlands, refpec- 
“ tivcly, for the fatisfaftioii of our loving fubjefts fo damnified ; and in fuch manner and 
form as (hall be agreed on by our privy council, or any fix of them, in writing under their 
' “ hands.” 

In volume eighteen, p. 12, of the Foedcra, wefee a fimilar warrant for rcprifals, a fdw months 
after, by his fon K*ing Charles L againft both the faid nations, cxaftly in the ftile and form 
hereof ; and again the fame year, ihid. p. 188. Yet, in neither of thofc warrants are the par-- 
ticular damages complained of at all fpccificd. 

King James died on the 27th of March, 1625. 

This monarch’s wild notions of the extent of his prerogative have been fecn in his numer- 
ous proclamations and injunftions for his fubjefts doing or forbearing of things, which a free 
people could not eafily ftomach ; and which could not in our days be done but by afts of Par- 
^Jiament. His getting his Attorney-general, Sir John Davis, to write and dedicate to him a 
treatife in favour of his prerogative of levying the tonnage and poundage duty by his foie au- 
thority, encouraged his fon and fuccclTor to levy Ihip-moncy in the fame manner ; which 
proved his ruin in the end. — Such doftrines, which Davis endeavoured to fupport by prece- 
dents quoted by him, virtually deftroyed all the cffential rights of Parliament, and particularly 
that of giving money for the public fcrvice. Davis’s book (the title whereof was, The Quef- 
tion concerning Impofitions, Tonnage, Poundage, Prizage, Cuftoms, &c. fully ftated and 
argued from Reafon, Law, and Policy) was reprinted in the year 1656, probably by conni- 
vance of the government at tliat time, for expofing the arbitrary tempers of both father and fon. 
Its conclufion runs thus : — ‘‘ That, by virtue of an ancient prerogative inherent to his crown, 

‘ the King of England may juftly and lawfully fet impofitions upon merchandize, and may 
limit and rate the quantity and proportion thereof, by his own wifdoin and diferetion, witli- 
out an aft of Parliament.” 

On the 30th of March, 1625, King Charles I. of England, as per vol. xvii. p. 673, of the 
^Tcedcra, ratified the contraft which his father King James had made juft before his death, for 
his marrying the Princefs Henrietta Maria, lifter of King Louis XIII. of France. Her por- 
tion was eight hundred thoufand crowns of three one-third livres each, or two hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds fterling. Half to be paid down ; and the other half in one year after. 
She was to have eighteen thoufand pounds fterling, or fixty thoufand French crowns, yearly, 
for her feparate ufe. So that three one-third French crowns, or ten livres, were then equal to 
one pound fterling. She was alfo, fays the printed Collcftion of Treatifes, article xx. to have 
the value of fifty thoufand crowns in rings. 

The authory of an Hiftory of the Caribbee Iflcs, publilhcd at Paris in the year 1658, and 
:at London (inEnglilh) in the year 1666, relates, that the Englilh and French colonics in 
thofe ifles had their beginning in the fame year, viz. in the year 1625 ; that Monf. Defnam- 
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j>6tj 5 but, a fca captain, in the fervice of France, and Sir Thomas Warner, an Englifh gentleman, 
jointly took poffeffion of the Iflc of St. Chriftophers on the very fame day, with about three 
hundred perfons of each nation, in behalf of their refpe£live kings ; in order that they might 
have a place of fafe retreat for the reception of the fliips of both nations at any time bound 
for America. 

In thofe times, the Englifli, itfeems, were wifcr tlian the French, in building good houfes 
here, and having wives and children ; whereas tire French contented theml'clves with fuch 
huts as the Caribbean natives had, few of them being married. The firft Englilh planters 
employed thcmfelvcs in raifing tobacco ; but afterwards, in imitation ofBarbadoes, they enter- 
ed upon the cultivation of fugar, indigo, cotton, and ginger, by which means they foon be- 
came rich. That ifle had been difeovered long before by Columbus, though never planted till 
this year by any nation. It was, however, found to be furnilbed with various natural advan- 
tages,, which occafioned the Spaniards to flop frequently at it in their American voyages. But 
this F rench author frankly owns, that, for preventing any fecrct intelligence between the native 
Caribbeaiis of thatifland and the Spaniards, who were at this time the common enemy of both 
nations in America, the Englilh and French, in one night, difpatched all the molt fa^Ii'ous of 
thofe Caribbeans ; and, not long after, forced all the reft to quit that iHand. 

In the following year the French King incorporated a number of gentlemen for planting of 
this and other American illcs. 

According to this author, the ifland of St. Chriftophers was the firft of all the Weft India 

iflands planted by either England or France. (Here, however, he feems to be miftaken fee 

the year 1614.) The bold claims of Spain to the foie propriety of all thofe iflands having de- 
terred other nations, till now, from fettling thereon : but as the power of Spain at this time, 
was on a vifible decline, the nations already mentioned juftly thought they had a good right 
to polTcfs thcralelvcs of fuch illcs as Spain had never yet fettled ; as we lhall fee they gradually 
did on others of thefe iflands. 

Our hiftoriographers of the city of London relate, that it was in this fame year 1625 that 
any hackney coaches firft begun to ply in London ftreets, or ratlrer at firft flood ready 'at the 
inns, to be called for as they were wanted : and they were at this time only twenty in'num- 
ber. They, however, in ten years time were encreafed fo much in number that King Charles, 
in the year 1635, thought it wortli his while to ilTue an order of council for reftraining their 

increafe. 

King Charles I. as appears in vol. xviii. p. 13, &c, of the Foedera, now renewed his late fa- 
ther’s coraraiflion to twelve Commilfioncrs of the Navy. Thefe feem to have been moftly fta- 
tioned, as at prefent, into difti(i£l branches ; fuch as a Comptroller, a Surveyor, a Clerk of 
the Navy, &c. one, and the firft named of that number, was Sir Richard Wefton, Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and another of them was Sir William Ruflell, who was alfo Treafurer 
of the Navy. This board alfo, as at prefent, was to be fubordinate to the Lord High Admiral, 
or the Admiralty Board, from whom the faid commiffioners were to receive dire£lions and or- 
<lcrs in maritime affairs. 

The Proteftant Boors of Aullria now took up arms, for the recovery of the free excrcife of 
their religion, taken from them ; and they became mailers of fome places : but not beino' 
fupported by any foreign potentate, they were reduced to fubjeftion in the following vear, 
and feverely puniflied. Whereupon the Emperor, Ferdinand II. compelled all the Protef- 
tant gentry, clergy, and fchool-nmftcrs, to leave Auftria ; many of whom were kindly and 

wifely 
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1625 wifely received by the Swedes and other Proteftant ftates ; to the great incrcafe of their wealth 
and people. 

In p. ig, of the fame eighteenth volume of the Foedcra, wc have King Charles Firft’s 
proclamation, prohibiting the importation of any tobacco not of the growth of Virginia, or 
of the Summer Ifles. 

* In p. ibid, we fee another of that King’s proclamations, to the efFeft following, viz. 

That whereas the making of alum was difeovered not many years lincc in Yorkfliire ; and, 
** by the cxpcncc of fundry great fums by our royal father, brought to fuch perfeftion, as 
there is no doubt but fufficient quantities may be made, as well for home ufe as for expor- 
** lation ; which being a work of ^o great honour to this kingdom, and of fuch ufc and confe- 
‘‘ quence, whereby many families arc kept at work, much treafure faved at home which licrc- 
tofore was exported for alum, and fome increafe alfo to our revenue : — wc therefore ftriflly 
command, that no foreign alum be imported into our dominions ; and that /no Englifh 
“ alum, once exported, fhall be re-imported, or ufed in England.” 

It was upon the farm of this alum duty, jointly vrith that on fugar and other branches of 
this King’s revenue, that the once famous merchant Sir Paul Pindar advanced to this King lo 
large a fum as one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds. On account of which he and hl.> 
creditors were great fufFerers, in confequence of the civil wars which enfued. 

Another of King Charles’s proclamations this year, ibid. p. 23, was, “ For the maintain- 
ing and increafe of the faltpetre mines of England, for the neceffary and important manu- 
‘‘ fafture of gunpowder.” The King obferves, That our realm naturally yields fufficient 
mines of faltpetre, without depending on foreign parts : wherefore, for the future, no dovc- 
‘‘ houfe fhall be paved with ftone, bricks, nor boards, lime, fand, nor gravel, nor any other 
thing whereby the growth and increafe of the mine of faltpetre may be hindered or impair- 
“ ed ; but the proprietors fhall fuffer the jSoors or ground thereof, as alfo all flablcs where 
horfes Hand, to lye open with good and mellow earth, apt to breed increafe of the faid 
** mine of faltpetre. And that none hinder or deny any faltpetre man, lawfully deputed 
** thereto, from digging, taking, or working any ground which by commifiion may be taken 
and wrought for faltpetre. Neither fhall any conflablc, or other officer, negleft to furnifli 
any fuch faltpctre-men with convenient carriages, that the King’s fcrvice fuffer not. — None 
fhall bribe any faltpctrc-nian for the fparing or forbearing any ground fit to be wrought for 
faltpetre. — That all dovehoufes, and gthcr places digged for faltpetre, be, when the earth 
thereof is wrought over, laid fmooth and flat again, as before. — That no faltpetre be cx- 
ported, neitlier fold at home to any but the King’s powder-maker, who fhall not receive 
** for any powder fold by him, to any of the King’s fubjefts, above ten pence per pound 
weight.” 

The reft of this proclamation relates to the trying of the goodnefs of gunpowder, before 
it be put to fale. This faltpetre and gunpowder bufinefs was one of that King’s greateft mo- 
nopoly projefts ; and. the manner of his direfting it was far from fuiting the genius of a 
free people. 

Ibid. p. 26, King Charles now grants a penfion of one thoufand and fifty pounds, yearly, 
to James Duke of Lenox, and another of two thoufand one hundred pounds (p. 27) to Ca- 
therine Duchefs Dowager of Lenox. 

The fon was fo much a tranfeript of the father, that we are not to wonder at their procla- 
vinations having fo great a rcfcmblance. In p. 33, of tliis eighteenth volume of the Foedcra, 

we 
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1625 wc again meet with his proclamation againft new foundations in and near London, and for 
rebuilding the houfes cither with brick or ftone ; cxaftly in the ftile and form of his father’s. 
He alfo therein gives direftions for the dimenfions, true making, and price of bricks, viz. 
That the fizc of them be, in length nine indies, in breadth four inches one quarter and 
“ half a quarter of an inch ; and in thicknefs two inches and one quarter of an inch ; and 
‘‘ that the price of one thoufand fuch bricks at the kiln lhall not exceed eight fhillings. — No 
“ bricks fhall be made within one mile of any of the gates of London, or of his palace of 
“ Weftminfter. — Cottages, Iheds, and other nnifances to be removed from the city and fub- 
*•* urbs.” — With other commendable regulations for its beauty and uniformity. And a fc- 
cond alfo, of the very fame tenor, p, 97, came out in this year. 

p. 60, King Charles grants to Sir Francis Crane two thoufand pounds yearly, for 
ten years : the one half of which fum was whwit he had formerly engaged to allow him for that 
term*, for the fupport of the tapeftry maniifa£lure at Mortlake in Surrj : the other half was in 
lieu of paying liim fix thoufand pounds, due to him for three fuits of gold tapeflrics, delivered 
for the King’s ufe. 

Another proclamation, Ihld, p. 66, grants a commiffion to many lords and gentlemen, for 
certain regulations in fearching for mines of gold, filvcr, or copper, or of lead holding fllvcr, 
as alfo for qulckfilver, in Cardiganfliire. Of which mines the King had granted a Icafe, for 
thirty-onc years to come, to Sir Hugh Middleton, Baronet. 

After the Virginia Company had, atfcveral different times, raifed, by fubferiptions from 
their adventurers, a capital of no lefs than two hundred thoufand pounds, ftill, in vain, hop- 
ing for gold and filver mines, and other very rich produftions, many of them at length be- 
came weary of the charge, as not finding the profit by any means to anfwer cxpeftatlon, and 
fold out their fhares ; and fuch as continued in it had perpetual wranglings. So valuable a 
country and colony, was, however, by no means to be abandoned ; more cfpecially as the 
planters there were now well able to fubfifl independently of their mother country. Several 
gentlemen, therefore, about this time, with their effefts,. and with many fervants, went tin- 
r tlier on a feparate bottom. Whereupon King Charles 1 . (in the eighteeinli volume, p. 72, of 
thcFa^clcia) ilfued the following prochmation, which firfl: laudably eflablillied the prudent 
form of government, in which this and the other regal colonics have remained to this day ; viz. 

That whereas, in his royal father’s time, the charter of the Virginia Company was, by a quo 
‘‘ -jihirrantOy annulled; and w^hcreas his faid father was, and he himfelf alfo is, of opinion, 
that the government of that colony by a Company incorporated, confifling of a multitude 
of perfons of various difpofitions, amongft whom affairs of the greateft moment are ruled 
“ by a majority of votes, was not fo proper, for carrying on, profperoufly, the affairs of tire 
colony : wherefore, to reduce the government theixof to fuch a couife as miglit bell a^ree 
‘‘ with that form which wms held in his royal monarchy ; and confidering alfo, that wc hold 
thofc territories of Virginia and the Somer Illes, as alfo that of New England, lately plant- 
** cd, with the limits thereof, to be a part of our royal empire ; we ordain, that tlic govern- 
meat of the colony of Virginia fliall immediately depend on outlelf, and not be committed 
to any company or corporation, to whom it may be proper to truft matters of trade and 
commerce, but cannot be fit to commit the ordering of flate affiirs. Wherefore our com- 
mifiloncrs for thofe affairs fhall proceed as direfted, till wc cflablilh a council here for tliat 
colony; to be fuborJinatc to our privy council. — And that wc will alfo eftablilh another 
** council, to be rcfident in Virginia; who fhall be fuborJinate to our council here fov tliat 
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1625 “ colony. And at our own charge we will maintain thofe public officers and minifters, an 4 
tliatftrcngth of men, munition, and fortification, which lhall be ncccllarjr for the defence 
** of that plantation. 

** And we will alfo fettle and alTure the particular rights and interefts of every planter and 
** adventurer. Laftly, whereas the tobacco of thofe plantations (the only prefent means of 
“ their fubfifting) cannot be managed for the good of the plantations, unlefs it be brought iii- 
** to 011c hand, whereby the foreign tobacco may be carefully kept out, and the tobacco of 
“ thofe plantations may yield a certain and ready price to the owners thereof: to avoid all dif- 
ferenccs between the planters and adventurers thcmfelves, we refolvc to take the fame into 
** our own hands, and to give fuch prices for the fame as may give reafonablc fatisfadtion ; 
whereof we will determine at better Icifure.” 

Had tobacco been then as much in ufe as at prefent, this monopoly of it, fo early begun by 
King Charles, would have enabled him to raife much money, without depending e^n a Parlia- 
ment. — And it Was certainly a good fcheme to enhance the price of it at his pleafurc. — From 
this time forward, Affemblies of the Reprefentatives of the Planters in Virginia rcgulaily 
met by authority of the crown, for enafting of laws, with thc^confent of the King’s Gover- 
nor and Council, the laft having ever fince afted feparately, as an Upper Houfc : but the de- 
nier refort in all law proceedings, is in the Aflembly. — A Patent Office was now’' alfo cfiablilli- 
cd, not only for offices in Virginia, but for difpofing of vacated grants of new lands, on the 
cafy term of two fliillingsftcrling per annum quit-rent to the crown for ever, for each hun- 
dred acres to be granted. And this encouraged many perfons of (ubftance to go from 
England and fettle there, fo that the country foon became populous ; and the Indians dc- 
creafing even faftcr than tlie Englifh incrcafed, the latter have, confcquently, enjoyed peace 
and tranquillity. 

In p. 81, of the eighteenth volume of the Foedera, we have King Charles the Firfi’s com- 
niiffion for enquiring into and removing the caufes of the low price of wool, and of the ca 
portation thereof ; as alfo for regulating the making of cloths, fluffs, 6ic. Concerning the 
filhery alfo; and the hemp, flax, and corn trade of Eaftland. — I'he Eaft India trade. — I'hc 
bringing in of bullion. — The linen doth trade, &c, cxaftly in the form of the late King’s 
proclamations for thofe ends, as already related. 

Ibid, p. 87, that King’s latin commiffiou to Edward Lord Conway, to be one of his Secre- 
taries of State, allots him a falary of one hundred pounds per annum ; but, by the very next 
record (in Englifti) he grants him a pchfion.of two thoufand pounds per annum, which, by 
miftakc, tl\c Latin title of that record calls but two hundred pounds. /Duccniarum Libra- 
rum,) 

Alfo, p. 108, ihid, we have the firft record in the Fcedcra of copper coins iifcJ in England 
by royal authority : reciting, ‘‘ that whereas his late royal father took order, that ififlead of 
“ unwarranted farthing tokens, till then ufed by vintners, chandlers, tapfters, and other re- 
tallers, to the lofs of his loving fubjefts, there fliould be others made by his own warrant,” 
—this warrant is not in the Foedera, but fee the year 1609, — under his own royal name 
and infeription, and a conflant rc-changc fettled, whereby the fubjeft migljt have the lawful 
ufe of them, with much cafe and without lofs.” — Tliis was probably, foon after the time 
tliat King James was fo carneft for an union of the two kingdoms ; for in the notes of Rud- 
diman’s Preface to Anderfon’s Diplomata Numifmata, &c. Scotise — the Scots, who had copper 
coins before the Englilh^ having alia), objefted againtt tliat union, ‘ tl^at if the coins of 
f Scot" 
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1625 * Scotland muft be the fame as' in England, their poor wonld lofc the great conveniency of 
* their copper coins/— Which copper money/’ adds the King, ‘‘ having fince had gene- 
“ ral paflage (/.^.circulation) through our kingdoms of England and Ireland, have brought 
a general benefit* We do therefore hereby command, that no farthing or other token fiiall 
be made or ufed but thofe of our royal father, by his letters patent,” (here is no date of 
thofc letters patent mentioned) and of us, by like letters patent, granted this fame year to 
the Duchefs Dowager of Richmond and Lenox, and Sir Francis Crane, for which they are 
to pay us one hundred marks per annum for fcventcen years. The faid copper farthings, 
or farthing tokens, to have thereon, on one fide, (p. 143, li/W,) two feeptres crofTing un- 
‘‘ der a crown ; on the other fide, a harp crown, with the King’s name and titles. — The pa^ 
tentees were thereby bound to deliver out twenty-one IhilJings in talc of farthings for every 
twenty fliillings of filver, and to pay back twenty fhillings in filver for every twenty-oao 
fi/iliings by tale in copper farthings, whenever demanded.” 

In p. 114, of the eighteenth volume of the Foedera, King CharlesYettlcs a falary of ciglity 
pounds per annum on his furgeon; whereas in the next following page, 115, he fettles one 
hundred pounds per annum on his barber. This diferimination is cafily to be accounted for ; 
fince his grant (in Latin) to his furgeon includes all emoluments, pre-emincncies, wax- 
candles, profits, and rights whatever ; whereas the barber was only to have his bare falary. 

In p. 156, as well as elfcwherc in the fame volume, wc find, that King Charles, like his 
father, was generally greatly indebted to merchants, goldfmiths, of London, &c. who advanced 
money from time to time to the crown, by way of anticipation on the public revenues. 
The King (in the above page) acknowledges his debt of twenty-feven thoufand pounds of this 
fort to the then famous merchant Sir William Courten ; the half of wdiich fum had been lent 
to King James, the other half to himfelf. For which loan interell was allowed at the rate of 
eight pounds per cent. 

In p. 162, t'M. King Charles grants ancxclufivc patent for fourteen years, to a goldfmith 
of London, for the foie making and praftice of certain compound Huffs and waters, ex- 
traftedout of certain minerals, &c. of this our realm, called by the name of cement, or 
dreffing for fhips, to prevent them from burning in fights at fca ; and alfo from the fea- 
worm or bcrnacle : for which grant this projeftor was to pay forty (hillings per annum into 
the Exchequer.” This was or feemed to be but a trifling matter ; yet, as wc (hall fee a 
great number of fuch from time to time authorized by this King, it feems to have, from the 
beginning, been his intention thereby to accumulate a new revenue, without depending on 
parliamentary grants. 

N, B. The patent alleges, *** That the patentee (William Beale) had, by his own lludy 
and indnllry, with great charge and long prafticc, brought this invention to perfec- 
tion.” 

In the faid eighteenth volume, p. 661, of the Foedera, King Charles made a grant of one 
of his pinnaces to his High Admiral the Duke of Buckingham, in confideration of that 
** Duke’s undertaking to adventure for a difeovery of the north- weft paffage to China, &c. 
An aftion,” fays this grant, of great importance to trade and navigation, and in fundry 
refpefts of Angular benefit to all our realms and dominions.” 

Wc have feen, under the years 1621 and 1622, that the country named Nova Scotia was 
granted by King James, as King of Scotland, to Sir William Alexander, and his affociates ; 
which, however, Vas not properly fettled by them, although that King had formed a defign, 
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1625 for encouraging the fettlement of it, of crefting a new order for Scotland of hereditary knight- 
hood, in imitation of the barons of England, firft created in 1611, to be called Baronets of 
Nova Scotia : wliich defign his fon King Charles I. perfefted in this year 1625, by creating 
a number of fuch baronets ; to each of whom he aillotted a certain quantity of land in Nova 
Scotia, to be held of the crown of Scotland as a free barony, in the Scotilh fenfe of that word, 
(i.e: a fre% manor,) with great privileges to fuch as Ihould fettle in that country. In this 
condition it remained but a Ihort fpace ; for, after his marriage with a daughter of France, 
he fupincly connived at, or permitted the French to take poBeBion of and fortify part of that 
country. 

Some have alleged, that it was Bipulated, by the marriage treaty, with Louis XTII. of 
France, that Nova Scotia ftiould be given up to France : but, as far as appears, that fuppo- 
lition is quite groundlefs ; for, as King of Scotland, he granted a new charter for it, in the 
year 1628, which was alfo confirmed by an aft of the Parliament of Scotland,* in 1630: 
though, without aoubt, as all that country was an Englifli difeovery, Scotland, then a fepa- 
parate kingdom, could not properly intermeddle therein^ There is fomc obfeurity in the re- 
lations of thofe times concerning this matter ; but fucceeding wars betwceit England and 
France, and the confequent treaties j - have rendered all further enquiry into that affair fuper- 
fiuous. 

We fhall only add in this place, tliat the happy fituation, and great importance of Nov.”! 
Scotia, was far from being, well undeidlood cither by the court or people of England, in thofe 
early times, when our colonies were but in their very infancy : otherwife wc might long fince 
have been pofleBed not only of all that province, well planted and fortified, but alfo of all Ca- 
nada or New France, 5 cc. &c. &c. 

In the fame eighteenth volume, p. 171—181, of the Foedera, King Charles the Firft ap- 
pointed his favourite and Lord High Admiral, the Duke of Buckingham, to command in 
chief, both by fea and land, on an intended expedition againft Spain. His inftruftions were. 

To annoy that crown by all ways poflible, cither by plundering his towns, or by tak- 
“ ing his-plate fleet, or other fhipping, &c. He was alfo to detach fomc of his fhips to 
“ the port of Sallee in Barbary, to treat for redeeming the Englifh captives there, and for 
“ fecuring of trade from the piracies as alfo, for^procuring proviCons for his fleet, which 
“ had' ten thaufand land forces on board of it.” But, mifling the plate fleet, Sir John 
Burroughs landed in the Bay of Cadi«, burned a few villages in that neighbourhood, 
and then returned home, witliout having done any cffcftual fervice with fo great an arma- 
ment. 

At this fame time, a league, ofFenfivc and defenfive, was concluded at the Hague, on 
the fecond of Auguft, between King Cliarles the Firft and the States of the United Nc- 
lands, againft Spain. — The States General were to join twenty of their Blips 'of war to the 
faid Englifh fleet, which (in the fecond volume of the General Collcftion of Treaties, in 
Englifh, fecond edition, in the year 1732, p. 246) is faid to have conflfted of eighty-two 
fhips of war, for their jointly attacking of Cadiz. The Dutch to have one-fifth part 
of the fpoil. Which delign, however, was never put in execution ; any more than ano- 
ther, of the fame year, and againft Spain too, dated Southampton, feventcenth Septem- 
ber, 1625, CO nflfting of foity articles, in the fame fecond volume of the Collcftion of Trea- 
ties. 

o ' Wc 
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Wc muft here do King Charles I, the juftice to remark, that, in this year 1625, we find 
three different applications from him to his brother-*in-law Louis Thirteenth of France, for 
fending back the lliips he had lent him ; and infilling on their not being employed againfl: bis 
Proteftant fubjeds* Meaning the inhabitants of Rochelle, 

Queen Henrietta Maria’s marriage portion, of eight hundred tlioufand French crowns, was 
in this fame year brought into England, all in filver money, intended to be recoined at the 
Tower: but a plague raging at London, which had infedlcd fome of the coiners there, tlie 
King deferred that re-coinage ; and Cor the more eafily paying the foldiers and iailors wages of 
the above-named fleet then fitting out, he declared the faid French coin to be current for a 
time. It was all of one fort, called a Cardecuc,^ or quart d’ecu, i. e, a quarter crown, worth 
ninetccn-pcncc halfpenny. Yet, by an inundation gf bafeand light cardecues, the King was 
quickly obliged to annul the currency of that coin. 

J,n the eighteenth volume, p. 246, of the Foedera, we find, that King Charles was already 
fo ill advifed, as, rather than yield to his people and Parliament’s sequefts, for redre/fing of 
their grievances in a Parliamentary way, being already put to great difficulties for money to 
carry on his war againfl: Spain, now to grant a Ipecial warrant to the Duke of Buckingham, 
to borrow three hundred thoufand pounds flerling, of the States General of the United Ne- 
therlands, or of their lubjefts, upon the pawn or pledge of a great number of incomparably 
rich and noble crown jewels and veflels of gold, adorned with precious flones, a lift whereof 
is therein fet down, which were delivered to that Duke out of the King’s jewel houfe. 
lifid. p. 251 and 252, King Charles iflTues “ a proclamation, for prohibiting all commerce 
with Spain and the Spaniflr Netherlands. Commanding alfo, tliat no Ihip of fixty tons or 
** upwards be fent to fca, unlefs the fame be furnifhed with muikets and bandelicrs— becaufe 
of the danger of his fubjeds venturing to fea in thofe perilous times, ill furnifhed with arms 
‘‘ and weakly manned.” * 

Jlfid. p. 268, King Cliarles again iflued his proclamation, cxaftly in the ufual form, againft 
eating of flefh in Lent, or on other fifh days i and for the fame reafons. 

This King being to be crowned on Candlemas-day, ibid, p. 278, ‘‘ iflued out writs to all 
** the flierifl’s of England, to caufc all that held lands of the crown of the value of forty 
** pounds yearly, or upward, who are not already knights, to come-and take that order .upon 
** them.” It is not neceflary to acquaint the reader, that this was an ufual pradice of our 
Kings in elder times to raife money on urgent occafions. 

The author of a judicious treatife on commerce, printed in a fmall quarto, in this year 
1626, entitled. The Golden Flcccc, gives a fuccind view of the Eaft India commerce, Sec. 
as it then flood with refped to Europe, viz. 

** Before the Londoners and Hollanders failed thither, the Turks ufed to fliare with the 
Portuguefe in thofe commodities which now the Proteftants trade for. Heretofore they 
** paid at Lilbon, Aleppo, or Alexandria, viz. 
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1626 And if wc tranfport none of our corn, but only that of foreign nations, carrying alfo 
“ feme of our tin, lead, and woollen cloths, to the Perfian Gulph, where they are beft 
** vendible, there is no queftion but this kingdom will become much enriched* For the 
“ Souttd of Denmark, the Ilans-towns, and France, will return us more money than we 
need to fend into India, ^ 

*In the fame eighteenth volume, p. 675, of the Foedcra, and in the year 1626, we find the 
King’s mailer fadlcr’s daily pay to be twelve-pence per day for himfelf, and three-pence half- 
penny per day for a fervant. And the maftcr mafon and architeft for Windfor Caftlc has alfo 
twelve-pence per day. From which fmall pay or falary, however, no juft conclufion can be 
drawn concerning the rate of living and the value of money at this time ; as probably they 
were the fame for, perhaps, fome 4 iundrcds of years backwards ; and it was, without doubt, 
made up to them fomc other way. Yet three-pence halfpenny for a fervant may, poftibly, 
enable us to judge pretty nearly of what fuch an one could live on in our days, viz^f about ton 
pence or one {hilling : whereby living at this time might, poftibly, be* about twice or thixxr 
times cheaper than in our days : but, if they were dieted by the King, they were very well 
paid. 

That between p. 334 and 566 of this fame eighteenth volume of the FoeJera, there wxrc, 
at ftrft, printed the Journals of Parliament for the year 1625 ; which, being contrary to u 
ftanding order of both houfes, were therefore immediately fupprelTcd. So there is a chafin 
between thefc two pages. 

In Tol. xviii. p. 679, of the Foedcra, we have King. Charles's proclamation, importing, 
“ that the medium allowance for every failor fhould be twenty {hillings per month, which 
till now was but fourteen (hillings ; by which means, fays this record, there will accrue to 
<< every ordinary failor fourteen (hillings, net money, per month, befides an allow’ance out 
of it of four-pence to a preacher, two-pence to a barber,* and fix-pence per month to the 
clicft, at "Chatham. Whereas the ordinary men have now but nine (hillings and four-pence, 
nct„per month, and no allowance at all given to a preacher. Out o( the furplufage of 
which addition, all officers wages were likewfife refpeftively raifed ; and an allowance alfo 
“ for a lieutenant and a corporal. 

And whereas Queen Elizabeth, for the better encouraging of the building of (hips, or- 
dered an allowance of five (hillings per ton for every (hip built above the burden of one 
hundred tons ; which was revived by King James ; King Charles hereby allowed five fliil- 
lings per ton for every (hip that (hall be built of two hundred tons and upwards. 

In p. 728, ibiJ. King Charles, this year, fettles two hundred pounds yearly, for life, on 
the raafter of his mufic, and forty pounds to each of his other muficians. 

The iaft mentiemed author of the Golden Fleece, which he wrote chiefly with a view to 
promote a fcttlement on the ifland of Newfoundland, gives us a (ketch of the filhery on its 
banks, in which he fays, ** the ports of Devonfhirc annually employed one hundred and fifty 
(hips ; and carried,” as at this day, “ their fifh to Spain and Italy." It feems in thofc days, 
** that fifhery was grievoufly difturbed by pirates, who had, in a few years before, pillaged 
them to the damage of forty thoufand pounds, befides the lofs of one hundred, pieces 6f 
** ordnance, and of above one thoufand five hundred mariners, to the great hinderance of 
navigation." In another place he fays, that this fifticry mainlined eight thoufand per- 
fons for fix months in Newfoundland, and fupported many thoufands of families at home, 
as well their own families as thofc employed in preparing nets, cafks, viftuals, &c. and in 

** repair** 
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1626 repairing the (hips for that voyage.** The jodicions Mr. Wood, the prcfent fecretary to the 
board of cuftoms, in his Eflay on Trade, firft publilhed in the year 1718, thinks, that one 

hundred years before, i.e, about or near this time, we had upwards of two hundred fhips 
“ annually employed in this fifhery, when we furnifhed all Europe with fifh.** 

In this fame year, the famous Sir Thomas Herbert failed with fix Ihips for tire Eaft Indies, 
of which, and of Perfia, Japan, and the Moluccas, he gives a judicious account, for the time 
he lived in. At Cafbin, in Perfia, Sir Robert Shirley and Sir Dudmorc Cotton, the two 
Englifli ambafladors, with whom he had travelled, both died ; and he returned home over 
land through Perfia. 

Mr. James Howell, in his life of King Louis XJII. of France, publiflied in the year 1646, 
gives us an edift of that King, in this year 1626, which prohibits all commerce with Eng- 
land; “ and that no kind of grain, wines, or pulfe fliould be exported to England ; nor from 
“ Eggland to France ; nor any cloths, ferges, wools, lead, tin, fluffs, filk ftockings, &c.** — 
By this, fays Howell, “ one may obferve the advantage that England had over France, in 
“ variety and fubftance of merchandize.” 

We have taken particular notice of this circumflancc, in this place, becaufe were wc ever fo 
much at peace with that nation in our days, the cafe is fo widely different from what it was in 
the year 1626, that they would take none of thofc articles from us but lead and tobacco ; and 
they now know better than to prohibit the importation of our wool. • So fluftuating is the 
courfe of trade in this and many more inftances which might be produced. * For Cardinal 
Kichlicu, after reducing the power of the great nobility of France, earneftly promoted manu- 
faflurcs and maritime commerce, for*the enriching of that kingdom ; which Morifotus, in his 
Orbis Maritimus, juflly calls the fplendor of kingdoms whilft in peace, and their main fup- 
port in wars. ‘‘ Splendor regnorum dum quies eji^ fulcimentum qi{oties prupagandl imperii 
** cupido erli,'* 

For this end the Cardinal incorporated a focicty of one hundred merchants for traffic, both 
to the eaft and weft, by fea and land, with a capital of fix hundred thoufand livres; whoalfo 
engaged to lay out as much more in building of flout fhips Morbihan, near Vaimcs, in 
Bretagne, where this company erefted warehoufes, offices, and docks, and fo many dwelling 
lioufcs as made a good town. 1 o that Company alfo he committed the foie trade to Canada 
colony, which they very foon greatly improved. That Cardinal, indeed, higlily merited the 
dignity conferred on him of Superintcndant-general of the Commerce and Navigation, and of 
being High Admiral of France. He perfuaded Louis XIII. to lay out a vaft fum in the pur- 
chafe of fhips in Holland, Denmark, and the Hans towns, for the ptoteftion of the coafts ; 
the rovers of Barbary having taken or dcflroyed above one hundred. French fhips, and made 
Oaves of fomc thoufands of theii people, whereby many families were undone : which im- 
provements, though not cfFcScd fo early as this year 1626, we judged might be mentioned 
‘ with great propriety in this place. ? 

King Charles I. of England difagrccing with his laft Parliament, concerning the grievances 
they complained of, and their not fettling the tonnage and poundage duty on him till their 
grievances fhould firft be redreffed ; he thereupon fuddenly dilTolved it. And, in this fame 
year 1626, we find in the eighteenth volume, p. 737, of the Foedera, he, by his own folc 
authority, direfts the cuftoms, fubfiJies, and impofts on merchandize, both exported and im- 
ported, to be collcftcd as ufual in the manner they were collefted at his father’s death. 
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1626 In p. 741, ibid. King Charles 1 . direfls a cotniniffiou to the officers of his mint, for hif 
money to be coined of the fame fmenefs as before, viz. filver, of eleven ounces two penny- 
weights fine; crown gold of tweiTty-two carraU fine ; and angel gold to be, as already it is, 
of twenty-three carrats three and two-thirds grains line : alfo that a pound weight of lilvcr 
lhalimake in current money three pounds ten fliilJings and fix-pence. And that the pound 
weighliiof crown gold lliall make in current money forty-four pounds by tale, of fuch pieces 
“ of gold as are now ufnally coined of that finenefs.” This was an unaccountable direftioii, 
to have two fets of gold coins of different finenefs and purity, in which^ however, he imitated 
Ills father, and alfo to coin his filver money lighter than before ; of which we fhall fhortly treat 
more at'large. 

King Charles being determined to raife what money he wanted without being beholden for 
it to a Parliament, wc find, in the eighteenth volume, p. 771, &c, of the Foedera, that he 
granted a commifiion to the Lord-treafurdf and other great officers of State, “ to fell or grant 
** in fee-farm, or** for term of lives or years, in pofleffion or in reverfion, all or any of his 
honours, manors, old caftles, forefts, chaces, parks, lands, tenements, woods, &c. both in 
“ the furvey of the Exchequer, ^nd in the Dutchy of Lancafier; as well fuch as were held by 
copy, as by leafe, cuftody, &c.” The King had run himfelf deeply in arrear, for fitting 
out his late fleets with land forces, tcc, againft Spain: thfere was alfo a confiderahle debt at 
his father’s death ; and he had already mortgaged to the city of London, in its corporate ca- 
pacity, divers manors, lands, tenements, &c. — Thus did this King mod improvident!/ for 
himfelf, and his fuccellbrs (though, perhaps, not inaufpicioufly for the liberties of the people) 
diveft himfelf of a moft royal eftate and revenue in lands : an eftatc which had ever been tljc 
principal indcjiendent fupport of the yearly cvpcnce of our Kings and their houlhold in times 
of peace. 

In p. 793 and 807, of the fame volume, that King, in two feparate commiffions, appoints 
an envoy to the piratical dates of Barbary, and to the town of Sallee, to treat of the redemp- 
tion of Englifh captives, and alfo of peace and commerce with them. For which purpofes he 
carried with him all the Moors who had been made prifoners by the Englifli, as alfo four brafs 
and two iron cannons, with ammunition, &c. as prefents: a method early pra£lifcd by all 
mother Chridian States in treating with thofe people, to fupply them with weapons for their 
own dedroffion. 

It being near Chridmas, King Charles, ibid, p. 79’8, again enjoins the nobility, &c. to 
withdraw from London, for keeping hofpitaUty at their feats in the country. 

The French having in this year feized on the Englifh merchant ffiips in divers ports of 
France, by way of reprifal for three French fhips lately taken hy the Englifli fliips pf war; 
and likewife on account of certain older pretended claims on England, amounting in all to 
twenty-five thoufaiid pounds dcrling ; King Charles, in this fame year, grants a commillion 
for feizing on all the French cffeAs in the Englifli ports, by .way of countcr-reprifal. Fcedcra, 
vol. xviii, p. 802. 

^627 p. 813, a proclamation of King Charles was iffued, importing, that the praftice of 

making faltpetrc in England,^ by digging up the floors of dwclling-houfcs, dove-houfes^ 
ftables,-&c. tended %po much to the grievance of his fubjefls.” He had been of another 
mind m the preceding year, as-wc have fccn. ‘‘ And that, notwithdatiding all the trouble 
and charge attending this method, the undertakers could never )'et futnifh this realm with 
one third part of the rfaltpetre reguifitc, cfpecially in time of war, when moft wanted ; the 

“ earth 



earth of itfclf not being able to'ettgender the matter whereof faltpetre is made, in many 
“ years, without the aid of artificial ihOans for enriching the earth : and yet, the neceffity of 
“ the prcfent times requires fo much to be made as would fo impoverilh the earth, that in a 
“ fliort time we Ihould be utterly .deftitute of thdt inefiimable treafurei Whereupon Sir John 
“ Brooke, and Thomas Rufiell,* Efq; have propofcd to us, to make fuch quantities of fait- 
“ pctre as our realms lhall want, and alfoto fiipply foreign nations therewith, by a new in- 
“ vention pf their own, of which they have given demonftrative proof, and fpr which be had 
“ already granted them an cxclufive patent. And as thofc patentees now want nothing but 
“ leave to collcft a fufficient quantity of urine for their faid manufafture of faltpetre, at theit 
“ own charge; the King therefore commands aH his fubjefls of London and Weftminfter, 

“ &c. near to the place where tlic faid patentees have already ereAe^ a work for the making 
“ of faltpetre, that, after notice given to them refpeftively, they carefully keep in proper vef- 
“ feis all human urine, throughout the whole year, and alfo as much of tliat of beafis as can 
“ be faved, for the patentees to carry away from time to time.” * 

Another proclamation, ibid. p. 832, comes out from tliat King againfi the eating of flclh in 
Lent, and on other fiflt-days. 

And that King now iffues a commiffion of enquiry into nuifances in and near London ; 

“ fuch as flails, flaughtcr-houfcs, brew-houfcs, fmith 9 forges, brick kilns, coach houlcs, tal- 
“ low chandlers, finks, vaults, dunghills, layllalls, garbage, broken pavements, inmates in * 
“ houfes crowding tlxe fame, &Ci and for redreffing of all fuch-like diforders.” Fcedera, - 
vol. xviii. p. 827, &c. 

And, ibid. p. 831, King Charles commifiions certain Aldermen, &c. of London, “ to 
“ feize all foreign tobacco, not of the growth of Virginia or Bermudas, for his benefit, agrec- 
“ able to a former commiffion ; alfo to buy up, for his ufc, all the tobacco coming from our 
“ faid plantations, and to fell the fame again, for his benefit.” 

In the fame month, i^iM. p. 818, King Charles publiflies bis permiffion of fifty thou- 
fand pounds weight of Spanifh tobacco to be imported; but tlien it was to be all bought by 
himfclf, and again fold out to his fubjefls. He dircfls, “ that the faid Spanifh tobacco, and 
“ alfo all the Virginia and Somcr Ifles tobacco, fiiall be imported into tlie port of* London . 
“ only, and marked likewife with three different fcals or llamps. Moreover, as great quan- 
“ titles of tobacco were ftill fowj^i in England, contrary to law, he now renews the former 
“ prohibition of planting the fame in England.” 

Ibid. p. 853, King Charles grants, a commiffion to Ci^tain John Hall, to cQmmand 
“ four Ihips and a pinnace for next year’s voyage to the Eaft Indies, under tlic direction of 
“ the Englifh Company of Merchants of London trading to the*Eaft Indies.” This was only 
a matter of form : blit he further “ carneftly prohibits all his other fubjeSs, excepting, the faid 
“ Company, from reforting to India, under the penalty of forfeiting fhips and cargoes ; half 
“ to the King, the otlicf half to the Company, purfuant to King James’s chapter to that 
“ Company, dated the tbirty-firft of May, in the feventh year of his reign.” 

And King James having, in the year 1617, granteddettets-pa^pat to the Englifh- Eaft India 
Company, to export to<India all fuch foreign coin and bullion as they fhould firll; import from 
beyond fea, fo as the fame fhould not exceed tlk fom of one hundred thoufand pounds in any ■ 
oiie year; King Charles now grants a licence to that Company, that, in cohfideration of 
“vthc prcfent prohibition of commerce, with Spain, whereby they are difeblcd from procuring 
Vol. IL - -S a . “ the 
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1627 “ the quantity of filvcr they yearly want, they may, in their- next voyage only, export thirty 
thoufand pounds in foreign gold, in lieu of fo much filvcr,” 

Ibid. p. 856, that King ilTues a new proclamation againft tlie furnilliing of Spain with 
“ provifions, ammunition, or materials for (hipping of any kind ; the King of Spain and the 
“ Arcliduke,” fays our King, “ having prcvioully idued like orders'on their part with refpeft 
“ to (,u#*dominions.” 

Alfo, tb'td. p. 861, King Charles grants freflr letters of reprifai in behalf of fuch of his 
fubjefls as- have had their Ihips and merdiandize taken by the French : “ no redrefs having 
*'• been obtained, though often demanded.” 'I’he fame reprifals were again granted on the 
^tvwfentieth of. April following. Page 887. 

In p. 86a, Wtd. King Charles appoints Sir Peter Wyche to be his ambaflador to the Grand 
Seignior, Sultan Moratt, witli the cuftomary powers of his appointing coufuls in tlic fevcral 
ports of Turkey, Sec. , • 

To -what wc have this year exhibited from the- Fccdera concerning King Charles’s quarrel 
with his brother-in-law King Louis XIII. we lhall here add, that Louis, not only detaining 
• the feven Englilh (hips, lent to him, but alfo employing them againft his Proteftant fubjefts, 
railed a great clamour in England : whereupon King Charles feized on feveral French (liips in 
Englilh ports ; and Louis, on the other fide, feized on no lefs than one hundred and twenty 
Englilh (hips in his ports. King Charles alfo now fent home all his Queen’s French fervant!-; 
and, in fine, publilhcd a declaration of war againft France, wherein he accufed Louis of 
breach of articles witli his Proteftant fubjeds, and of -blocking up their towns and ports ; for 
-whofe relief at Rochelle he, this fame year, had fent out the Earl of Denbigh with thirty 
(hips of v«r; but, being too late in the year, he was driven back by ftormy weather. 

We have before related from the Fotdera, that King Charles 1 . was fo ill advifed, as, for 
his private gain, to direfl the nominal value of his coin to be railed above its intrinlic value, 
by coining the pound weight of filver into three pounds ten (hillings and fix-pence by t.-ilc, by 
which regulation he was to gain eight (liillings and fix-pence on every pound weight of filvcr. 
His Privy Council, however, were fomewhat doubtful of the prudence of this mcafurc • 
whereupon the famous Sir Robert Cotton, being excellently well (killed in the knowledge of 
fuch matters, and of the precedents of former reigns, was ordered to lay his opinion before 
the Board; which was greatly to his reputation. For, in a fet fpeech at that Board, after- 
wards printed with his other pofthumous pieces, m the year 1651, he moft judicioufly dif- 
playcd “ the great diferedit as well as real lofs which would thereby redound to the King him- 
“ {elf, as well as to the whole realm. He (hewed, that the Roman empire kept up the purity 
“ of the ftandard of their coin nntil the loofe times of Commodus, when excefs of cxpcncc 
“ introduced neceflity, and that broi^ht on the altering of the ftandard : and that the Majcf- 
<< ty of that empire gradually declined with the gradual alteration of their coin. So that, 
“ there is no furcr fymptom of a confumption in any Stoto*. than the corruption of their 
** money.” 

Coming, in the courfc of his work, to fpeak of our own Princes, he (hews ** tlic difrepu- 
“ tation which fell on King Henry VI. by not only abating the quantity of bullion in his 
“ coins, though ftill prefifrving the nominal value, but likewife debafing them,- by direfling 
“ the practice of alchymy, as they termed it, in his mint. That King Henry VIII. fell into 
the fame bad meafures.” As is fully (hewn in our introduiftion. “ j\hd that his daughter 
•“ Queen Elizabeth was mod wifely advifed by her Tjeafurcr Burleigh, and by Sir Thomas 

** Smith, 
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1627 ** Smith, that it would be for the honour of the crown and the true wealth of herfelf and 
** people, to bring back the ilandard of the coins to the ancient parity and purity of her great 
grandfather King Edward IV. In the next place, he judicioufly fhews, that as coin or 
“ money was devifed as a rate and meafure of merchandize and manufaAure, if that mcalure 
“ be rendered mutable, no man can tell what he hath or what he oweth ; and no contraft can 
be certain. That Princes are guarantees to their people for the juftnefs of their coin, and 
muft not fufier their faces to warrant falfhood. That this propofal now on the anvil woul^ 
take away the tenth part of every man’s due debt in rent. That, by coining the Ihilling 
“ with Icfs lilver in it than before, a proportionably-lefs quantity of any goods or merchan- 
“ dizc will be fold for it. That the Netherlanders will, wkh our prefent good coins., re-coin 
“ with the King’s {lamp, and import on us the newly enhanced coin* That if men fhall re- 
“ ceive in the propofed nominal {hillings and pounds a lefs proportion of lilver and gold than 
“ they did before this projefted alteration, and, at the fame time, pay for what they buy at a 
“ rate enhanced, it muft call upon all a double lofs. What the King will fufFcr by it in the 
“ rents of his lands is demonftrated enough by the alterations lince the eighteenth year of 
“ King Edward III.” in 1344, “ when all the revenue came into the receipt, pondtre et nu^ 
** mere, at the rate of five groats per ounce ; which, lince that time, by the feveral changes 
of the ftandard, is come to five Ihillings ; whereby the King hath loft two-thirds of - his re- 
*• venue. And the like in his cuftoms and other receipts. And, as the King will lofe a 
fourteenth part in all the lilver, and a twenty-fifth part in all the gold he lhall receive, fo 
“ likewife will the nobility and gentry in all their former fettled rents, annuities, penfions, 
and loans. The like alfo will fall upon the labourers and workmen in tijcir ftatute wages : 
** and as their receipts will hereby be leftened, fo their ilTues will be increafed by railing the 
** prices of all things. It will lay the lofs upon ourfelves and the profit on our enemies 
** fince all our prefent good money will hereby be exported for bullion, our own goldfmiths 
“ being their brokers. This enfeebling of the coin is but a Ihort lived Ibift, like di ink to one 
in a dropfy, to make him fwell the more. But the State was never thoroughly cured, as we 
“ faw by King Henry the Eighth’s time, and tlie late Queen’s, until the coin was made up 
“ again. 

This moft judicious and fcafonabteiremonftrance was fo well approved of, that this projeft 
was entirely fet afidc. Wc lhall, ncverthclefs, feventy years later than this time, fee fo per- 
nicious a propofal again ftarted to King William’s Minifters ; and had it not been for the re- 
monftrance of another great man, the famous John Lock, Efq; who poftibly might have been 
originally indebted for the fame juft notions to this fpeech of Sir Robert Cotton’s, feemed in 
a fair way of being received. 

In this fecond year, therefore, of King Charlae I. a pound weight of gold, of the old ftand- 
ard of twenty-three carrats, three and one-haU' grains, fine, and half a grain allay, was coined 
into forty-four pounds ten Ihillings by tale, viz. into rofe rials, of thirty Ihillings ; fpur rials, 
of fifteen Ihillings ; and angels, of ten Ihillings : and a pound weight of another ftandard, viz, 
of twenty-two carats fine, and two carats allay, called crown gold, into forty-one pounds by 
talc, viz. into units, of twenty Ihillings ; double crowns, ten Ihillings ; and Britilh crowns, 
five Ihillings. And a pound weight of filver, of the old ftandard of eleven ounces, two penny 
weights, fine, into lixty-two Ihillings, by tale ; namely, into crowns, half crowns, Ihillings, 
fix-pence$, two^peoces, pence, and halfpence. 

S s z 
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1627 In the fame vol^ xviii. p. S70, of oChe Foedent* we find the following cataiogoe' of patent! 
for new projefts, in ibis year, aUfi>r«fonrteen years* ejtclofive, viz. 

L “ A patent to Lord D’Act«, and two otbt^rs* for the foie making of fieeh according to 
** the invention of Thomas Letiome, 00‘e of the laid patentees. *; 

II. “To Sir John Hacket and.Ofiavios de Strada, for rendering of fea coal and pit coal as 
ufeful ao charcoal, for burning in honfes, witbout'^offenee by the fmell or fmoke, accord* 
ing to their invention. 

III. “ To Thomak'Rovfe and Abraham Cullyn, for the foie making of fionepots, jugs, 
** end bottles, according to their new invention. 

Alfo (iVl end V.) “ One for draining of water out of mines, &c. and another for making 
»*« of guns, great and fmall.” ^ 

.About this time, fays the ingenious author Of Caribbeana, (late Attomey-getteral of Bar- 
bedoes) printed at London, in the year 174!, in two quarto volumes, the fugar trade'of Eng- 
land bed its rife inHhe firft fottlement of the ifiand of Barbadoes, the mother of all the fugar 
colonies. Yet, till fevcral years after this time, the Portuguefc fupplied moft parts of Europe 
with Brahl fugars. Others, we have feen, make the firft planting on Barbadoes to have been 
tvirelve years earlier. Ligon, the otherwife* accurate authbr of the hiftory of Barbadoes, has left 
« blank in that wotlc, for the year when Sir William Courten firft difeovered that fine illand ; 
-though it is certain it was before the death of King James I, Yet planting of tobacco, which 
< Ligon reckons the very worft he ever faw, together with their ginger and cotton wool, was all 
the trade that Barbadoes carried on till about the year 1642, when tliey firft planted fugar 
«anes, as will be feen in its proper place. 

At this time, according to a pamphlet, tranilated from the French, In the year 1664, en» 
titled, A Treatife touching the Eaft India trade, when the French Eaft India Company was 
firft eftabliftiod, Guftavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, iifoed his letters-patent, for inviting 
his people to form a Swedi&Eaft India Company : but the warm Getmany and that great 
‘King’s death, a few years after, prevented the accompHfliment bf that defign. 

In the eighteenth volume, p. 896, of the Fcedera, we have a ptoebmation from King 
Charles I. which will, in part, Ihew the nature of the London goldfmiths bufinefs at this time; 
.and, partly alfo, the exifting ftate of our Englifti filvenand gold coins. 

“ Whereas the exchange of all ipannerof gold and fiivcr, current in monies, or otherwife, 
as the buying, felling, and exchanging of all manner of bullion In fpecies of foreign coins, 
“ billets, ingots, &c. fine, refined, or allayed, bowfoever, being fit for our mint, hath 
ever been, and ought to be, our foie right, as part of our prerogative royal, and ancient 
revenue ; wherein none of oUr fubjeds, of what trade or quality foever, ought at all, with- 
** out our fpecial Kcenee, >to imertneddlei tl»e fame being prohibited by divers afls of Parlia- 
ment and proclamations, both ancient And modern. And whereas ourfelf, and divers of 
** our royal predeceiTors, have, for fome time paft, tolerated a promifeuous kind of liberty to 
all, but efpeciaily to fome of the myftery and trade of goldfmiths in Loudon, and elfcwhcie, 
not only to make.the faid exchanges, but to buy and fell all manner of bullion ; and from 
thence fome.of them have grown to that licentioufnefs, that they have for divers years prd>> 
fumed, for them private gain, to fort and weigh all forts of money cufrent within our realm, 
** to the end to cuU out the old and new monies, wbkh, either by not wearing or by any 
other accident, are weightier than the reft ; which weigbtieft monies have not only been 
^ molten down, for the making of plate, Jkc. but even traded in and fold lo aercliimt-fttan* 

‘fcrs* 
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1647 *A g(nrft| &c» «?ho J»»ve ^{WH;ed tl?e jSitn* i^ljei^by the confumptidn of coins has been greatly 
'** occafioned* astilfo th^^n^fing of i|lDe<]li^mrevenof oiar^own monies to a rale above what 
** they are truly horrent for i by reafon wtijeaeaf no fi^ver can be brought op to our mint, but 
to the lofs of the brmgere, fSro, For the refo(;(oing of all which abufes, we have, by the 
<< advie^ of Out privy cotfRci^ 4 eterrotn«d to nf^ijme our faid right, for our own, profit, and 
■** the good of the wilm ; and, fi»t this end, we do now appoint Henry Earl of Holland, and 
his deputes, to have the office of our changes, exchanges, and out changes whatfoever, in 
England, Wales, and Ireland. And we do hereby ftriftly charge and command, that no 
goldfmith, nor other perfon whatfoever, other than the laid Earl of Holland, do prefame 
** to cltange, &c. (as above) and as the fcHIowiog articles do more fully direct, in fub- 
fiance, via. 

Firft and Second, ** None, without pur fpeclal licence, lhal} tranfpoirt to foreign parts any 
gold or iilver, in coin, plate, or bullion ; ^s by fiatuht of the nihdi of King Edward III. 
and the fecond of King Henry IV. , 

Third, ** None fiiall prefume to melt down the ctttrent coins of oar mngdom, nor to cull 
and fort from the reft any of their weightier monies. 

Fourth, ** None but our laid changer, and his deputies, (hall receive or take, by way of 
V payment or exchange, dlrediy or iodireiftly, for any fpecies of foreign coin, or other gold 
or filver, more than die r^ttes wUchnow^re, or hereafter may be given or allowed for the 
fame at otir mint or cxchtmge. 

Fifth, ^ To prevent the frauds of goMlinithS againft the ftatute of the eighteenth of Queen 
•** Elizabeth, all goldfmiths, on the fale of any {date, fhall deliver a ticket, with his name or 
** mark, to the buyer, expreffing the day of the weight of fuch plate, and the value or 
** rate of the gold or filver J4part, and alfo the value and rate of the fkfhion apart, by which, 
may appear at what rate the osw or the other was valued. See. 

Sixtli, In every piece of goMcnmnt for thirty fhillings, twenty Ihillings, fifteen (hillings, 
ten Ihillings, five ihillings, and two ihillings and fixpence» the abatement (hall not exceed 
*• ibur grains and a half for diirty ibiiling pieces, three grains, two grains and a half, two 
grains, one grain, andhalf a g^in, for the other refpeflive pieces. Which feveial gold 
** coins wanting no more, ihall pafs cpirent, as if of full weight and value : but if tliey want 
** refpefliwely more in weight than the laid feveral refpeAive abatements, then they fhall not 
*' be current; hut fhall be brought to our exchanges or mint, to be melted down, and made 
“ into new coin. 

Seventh, No falfe or deceitful ftuffi or manufisfture of gold or filver, lefs in finenefs than 
** our money of gold and filver, ffiall be made, fold, or in^torted. Yet this order fhall not 
** reftrain any fubjed from importing of bullion from beyoad>iea, to be carried to our mint 
** to be coined. Goldfmiths, however, may uc^ntinue, agreeable to the franchifes, See. granted 
*' to tliem by charters from us and our fredecffiOTors, to buy any gold or filver in plate, or other 
** manufa^ure, as heretofore,' fo as the fame he bought or exchanged only to make plate, or 
*' other mannfafture', and dm they do not give a higher rate for the fame than the rate of our 
** miixt; and that, under colour thereof, they do not buy, exdiange, or intermeddle with 
** any foreign Cpfccies of money, or other builihn, either foreign or of^ur own produce; all 
** which ought to he oscried to and <x>ined at ouf mint.” . 

In^ iiui^year<tfia7, Feeders, vohxviii, p, 904, King Charles direds a fpecial commlf* 
£00 of lords and gentiemen, ibr fix ihipsof war to he fitted out, viz. three of three hun^ 

“ dred 
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1627 dred tons each, and three of two hundred tons burthin, fot the guard of the northern fea- 
“ coafts of England from foreign enemies, whereby trade was much interrupted* sod the city 
'* of London, and other parts of our kingdom, much damaged, for want of coals and other 
** commodities, ufually tranfported from NewcalUe upon Tyne and Sunderland, to London* 
and parts adjacent, and to moft other parts of our dominions*. And, for bearing the expence 
“ bf this aapamcnt, the King, befidc the forfeitures of recufants cmrviSt, hereby appropriates 
“ a voluntary offer made by the owners of coaLpits and the fellers of coals, to be carried from 
“ thofe two towns, citlier by fea or land, of fix-pence on every chaldron of coals.’* 

Here we may very naturally obferve, 

Firft, What a poor armament this was, for the King tb appoint a fpecial commifiion of 
lords and gentlemen to get it ready. 

Secondly, There is no other place therein named in the faid comnullion but Newcaille 
and Sunderland for the coal-trade. * 

Thirdly, That this new town of Sunderland was by this time grown up to be of fome con- 
fequenee, although in Camden’s Britannia, written but twenty years before, it was not deemed 
worthy of a bare mention. 

Fourthly, That, by this time, the coal-trade from thofe parts to London, and other fouth- 
ern parts, was become very coniiderable. ‘ 

Laftly, That although this King had many good Ihips of his own, for thofe times, yet 
they were all laid up at Chatham and Portfmouth ; he having no funds for employing them 
againft his foreign enemies, who were probably privateere. from the Spanifii Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding the patent of the preceding year, for the new way of making faltpeire from 
urine, for which an office had been erefted in Southwark, and notwithftanding King Charles’s 
declaration, that the former way of keeping of floors digged up, &c. was fo troublefome to liis 
fubjcfls, yet fo unftable was he, that, in this fame year 1627, vol. xviii. p. 915, of the Foedcra, 
we find him again renewing all his former orders and direftions of the year 1625, fo*" keeping 
the floors of dovc-houfes, ftables, &c. free from fand, gravel, &c. for the growtli of the mine 
or material of faitpetre, as before. And, p. 918, he gives a commiffion to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, &c. “ That, by reafon of the extraordinary need there was then of faitpetre for guu- 
« powder, they caufe, enter, break open, and work for faitpetre, as well within houfes, lands 
“ &c. of us, as of our fnbjefts ; and to ufe all fuch ground, earth, walls, and water, as fliall 
“ be requifite for that purpofe. And alfo to take carriages and carts for the fame, at the price 
of four-pence per mile per cart; the empty vcflcl to be re-carried gratis, as formerly. Alfo 
“ to take fea-coal and wood-afties, at reafonable prices ; as alfo work-houfes, barns, yards, 
“ &c. for working the mine of faitpetre, at reafonable rates, &c.” 

In the fame volume, p. 920, that King iffued a new proclamation concerning tobacco, much 
in the ftile of his own and his father’s former ones, and for the foie monqpoly thereof. 

Firft, “ He enjoins the plucking up of all tobacco growing in England and Ireland, and 
ftriftly forbids tlw planting any more. 

Secondly, None fhall hereafter import any Spanilh or other foreign tobacco, without the 
** King’s fpecial commiffion. 

Thirdly, “ And, becaufe fuch foreign' tobacco ffiould not be uttered under the pretence of 
“ being the tobacco of Virginia and the Somer Ifles, and otlier Englilh colonies, and that 
tlie planters in his faid colonies may not give diemfelves over to the planting of tobacco 
** only, and neglcA to apply themfelves to folid commodities, fit for the eftabliihing of colo- 

“ .lollies, 
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1627 ** ^fticf, w)iM win utterly 4 imoy ti^ ^ »U pwwr plantations ; from henceforth no tobacco, 
« even of our own coloiueiil lhali wif3(^rted» without our own fpecial licence : and what 
** ihall be fo in^totted^ ihall he denvered te'ouf ufe, upon fuch reafoaable price as ihall be 
“ agre^ on. , • ' 

Fourthly# “ No perfo^^lhall hencefohh buy #ny tobacco here but fiom our commiilioners : 
** which tobacco ihall be bulled or ftamped j and, when fold again, a note lhall be made, ex- 
“ prefling the time when bodght, and the quantity and quality thereof.” 

In the fame eighteenth volume, p. 932, of the Fcedera, King Charles ifliies the following 
declaration, viz. 

“ Whereas the kingdom of Ireland, by reafon of tire peace and plenty it hath of late en- 
joyed, is fo ftored with profitable commodities and merchandizes, that they have not only 
** chough for their own ufe, but alfo for exportation : . . 

“•And whereas the Irifli exported commodities are fuch as are ufually or mollly carried to 
** countries not in league or friendQup with us meaning Spain and Portugal, for tlie in- 
creafe, tliercforc, of our revenue, we have thought fit to raife a higher and greater impofi- 
“ tion or incrcafc of fubfidy on the goods therein fpecified ; whereby our faid enemies, or 
** thofe hot in league witli us, who (land in need of tliofe commodities, muft pay higher rates 
** for the fame than heretofore. 

“ The commodities herein fpecified were pilchards, herrings, falmon, butter, falted flcfli of all 
kinds, flieep and calves-ikins, ox-hides, tallow-candles, iron, wool, yarn, rugs, blankets, wax, 
goat and decr-lkins, live bulls, oxen, cows, horfes, pipe-llaves, com and pulfe of all kinds. 
But the additional duties thereon lhall not take place for any importations into England. No 
•“ pipe-llaves, or wool, and Iheep-lkins with the wool, lhall be exported from Ireland, without 
“ a fpecial licence. And merchant-ilrangers lhall pay one-fourth part more than natives at 
■** fuch exportations.” 

King Charles now lent out the Duke of Buckingham, with ten of his Ihips of war, ninety 
tranfports, and feven thoufand troops, defigned for the relief of Rochelle.. But not being ad- 
mitted with his troops into that city, which King Charles was fufpefted of defigning to keep 
to himfetf, he landed on the ille of Rhc, and attempted to befiege the fort and town of St. 
Martin’s ; but that Duke being unikilled in warlike affairs, was lhamefully baffled in the at- 
tempt : and, after lofing the greateft part of his troops, precipitately rc-embarked, and returned 
home with the remainder, after great expence to no purpofe. 

In the fame dghtecntb volume, p. 950, and 961, wc again have King Charles’s frequently 
repeated two forts of proclamations : the one enjoining the nobility and gentry to withdraw 
to their country-fcats, for the keeping of hofpitality ; and the other againll the eating of flclh 
in Lent, and on other filh days, for the fcemingly idle reafons already Ib often afiighed. 

In p. 970, in the fame volume, that King reneWtd his commiffion for the better execution of 
his former proclamation touching the office of bis changer and re-changer of gold and filver ; 
and for reftrainiB|g.goIdfiniths from culling, meltipg. down. Sec. of the coin. 

In the fame .volume of die Foedera, p. 987, in a long lift of dignities and offices, created In 
this year >r627» there is one, “ for the foie making an’d regiftering of all maniKr of allliranccs, 
’“intimations, and renunciations, made upon any flrip or Ihipsi goods, or merchandize, in^ 
the Royal Exchange, or other places within the city of London, for thirty-one years.” 

Odier projefted monopolies of this year are in p. 992, of tire faid eighteenth volume of the 
ffcedeaif viz. . ’ 

3 Tirll, 
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J 62 7 Firft, A charter t» perfo^ fat the Ihle pitidice of their new inveotion for the «eftw 
** ing of iron ore, and making the ferae into csat-iitorki and ban. ni^th feti-co4 and pit-coal 

only. 

Secondly, ** A device for earing and plowing of land, without eitlkar horfbs or oxen. 

Thirdly, “ For the IblO ufe of a new-invented engine, to fAake all mann^ of iniU* to grind 
** and perform their wonted labour, without the help either of hotfes^ wind, or water; under 
*i the yearly rent of one hundred pounds to the Exchequer.” 

All thefe were for fourteen years exdulivc. 

In the fame year 1627, King Charles 1 . is faid to have made a grant to James Hay, Earl of 
CarliAe, of the fine iHand of Barbadoes, and alfo of all the other Englilh Caribbee iHes. Yet 
the Earl of Clarendon, in one of his trails, teftifies, that James Ley, Earl of Marlborough^ 
and Lord Treafurcr, had a prior grant thereof, in this fame year ; and that he afterwards, viz. 
in the year 1629, as fliall befhewn from the Foedera, confented to have thofe ifles» granted to 
the faid Eail of CsMille, upon payment of three hundred pounds per annum ; although the 
planters tfaemfelves then iniifted on the King’s taking them under his own immediate piotcc- 
tion, and on the revoking that charter to Lord Carlifle ; and with good rcafon, as they alone 
had been at the expence of planting the feme. 

Sir William Courten, who fitft planted Barbadoes, in the reign of King James I. is faid by 
his fon to have been three years in quiet polleffion of it, and to have expended thirty thoufand 
pounds in forts, buildings, and plantations there. How he came now to lofe it, or whether 
he fold it in parcels to the faid planters, or that his right was difputable, docs not clearly ap- 
pear. In a printed account of his great loiics fullained in his trade to foe Eaft Indies, his fon 
pofitivcly affirms, that his father firft difeovered, planted, and fortified tlie ifland of Baibadocs, 
and afterwards had a grant of it from King Charles I. in the thiid year of his reign, by patent ; 
and that the Earl of Carlifle, in virtue of his grant, the following year, intruded, and took for- 
cible poflcllion thereof ; for which injury, Sir William’s reprefentatives never had any com- 
pcnfation. 

Thefe Weft India ifles, before the planting of fugar-cancs, was praflifed in them were in thofe 
early times thought of very little worth, othcrw’ifc the grant above-mentioned would not have 
been fo readily made. The planters, however, went on in the improving of them during all the 
civil war, and the ufurpation ; but, at the reftoration of King Charles II, it was determined by 
the King and council, that out of the revenue of Barbadoes, then greatly improved, the thicc 
hundred pounds per annum fhould be allowed to the Earl of Marlborough, for his life ; and 
that, once for all, one tlioufand pounds fhould be paid to the Earl of Kinnoul, who claimed 
under the Earl of Carlifle’s grant, fo as he furrendered Lord Cailifle’s charter. And thus 
Barbadoes, and all the otlici Caribbee ifles, Barbuda excepted, thenceforward came under the 
immediate government of the crown, as they have ever lince remained. — Sec the year 1628. 

We have related under the year 1625, that the Engliflt and French, in one and the fame 
day, fettled on the ifland of St. Chriftopher, the beft of all our Catibbee ifles next after Bar- 
badoes. “ In this year 1627, a folemn agreentent was ex^uted betwwn the planters of both 

nations, for dividing that ifland between them, and prd^r boundaries were fixed, which 
“ (fays our French author, remain to this day, viz. in 1658. But there was a fpecial pro- 
“ vifo, that fifhing, bunting, the felt ponds, the moft precious kind of vvood, for dyers and 
** joiners work, and tire havens and mines, fhould all be common to both nations. They 
** alfo made a mutual covenant, for th«ir defence againft the common enemy, meaning Spain. 

t That 
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^ 4 nd tint the wWliKO fih ui 4 improved 

** Hkfit moiiBtgr df thU ^i^ 0 sx^bm ttte Vrtbih 4 ij^ ti»^** We erilh we 

. ^o^silWtiN'Itif ia intr dutl reil^ to nradh ohjlre inportaot 
ilfdll 4 # jmhiiifilb' . £lpi|k«e«tt voibhif iiK|Sie fhUowiflg year ihitS, to go 

The (wp iui 4 t*R« heed welt<^mm||^'<eftthertiH ihe'^tevoiation iti EogliAd* in 1689, when 
thefVtil)^ ht Atii)>riae, «h 4 'he^t$ 8 rw»dhd«mdin E«r^ fehjWpoadteEiigffih, attlie 
lti& pOj^Uhf'fimfted trifh them, and ^ot the better of thenii obliging them 
to Ketht : tM, ttUb fM following, the'Englilh, headed by Colonel Coddrington, 

fitvfed the Efench in the feme mimiter 5 y« they were reftored by the freace of Eyfwieh* On 
the breaking oot of the Wat in 179a, Goloml Coddringtonagaln difpoiQellhd the French ; and* 
by foe peace of Utrecht we have it entire. in$s a nobk ahd fouitfhl 4 fle, making ten thoufand 
hogiheade of fugar yearly, and has plenty of other excellent prodnAions, m cotton, ginger, 
&c. and h well watered. 

N. B. ’The ifle of Dostimea, lying between Martinico and Onadalonpe, has been claimed 
both by England and France; and, for that reafon, bad never yet been planted by eifoer na‘> 
tion ; and has ftill many Caribbean natives on it, who were much inoccafed by the Caribbeans 
retiring to it, who had been driven out of the other neighbouring riles by the Europeans. 
This iHe is always ftill included in the Governor of Barbadoes’s commi^tt, though the 
French would not permit our fettling it. The Caribbean natives were faid to favour the 
French more than the Engliih; and to fell their poultry, bogs, &c. to thoie of Maithrico. 
Yet we, as well as other European nations, did fometimes wood and water on it; although 
it has neither ports nor good bays for Ihelttr. In the you: 1761 we took entire po£e 0 ion 
of it, 

Defcada is partly planted by the Ffcneh ; though the time when is not well known : and it 
is generally faid to be of very fmall impoitance. 

1628 At this time the Hollanders did infinite damage to the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, by 
taking their {date fleet, and plundering the eoafts of the hland of Cuba. It would be almoft 
endlefs to enumerate the damages they, at different times, did to Spain, till the yeat 1648; 
when the peace of Munfter put a period to ah their difierences. 

We may, in a great meafure, underftand foe true ftate of the Englifh Salt India Company’s 
affairs, at this tine, from their petition and rmuonftrance to the Houfe of Commons, printed 
in this year i6a8 ; being in fubftance, ** That foe Company having exifted twenty-eight 
“ years, by charters fiom Qpeen frlizabeth. King James, aitd King Charles, they traded 
« with great foccefs to India, until fundry ill acc^^ts,* from ftowns afod enemies, but more 
“ cfpcclally from profeffed friends and allies, ’* ttfoaning foe Dutch Comptny, “ have infi- 
'< nitely damaged it.— Which misfortunes, together with our annual exportation bf foreign 

coin to India, havit^g begot fuch caufelifs comptainrt as thereby have much difoonraged 
** the adventurers fiom any longer trading under the general cenfure of all ranks lathe na> 

** tion.— They therefore humbly prdy that honourable Houfe to take foe followiog articles or 
•* queries into fo^r confideration. And if, upon fodr examinalAKfo the faid trade flu^i 
** found to be unprofitable to foe kingdom, that it may be fupprefied.-- But, if ofoerwiie, foey 
«* pray, that it mav be fuifoorted «nd countenanced by feme pubUc declaration, for foe fa- 

Vot. II. .* tisfoAioa 



33<» ArHlStORlOAb €B%eiM0tpOtt At 1DXl»t)r6 t Idit 

A. ft. , 

i6&8 ** ttsfaftidn of ^ b«fna»«eitc<MiniifN^^ 

** ventttiws.” 

Article I. The Compsoy's trade likndi (ocn»reth the 0fte«igih%f Sngjlft)j^ 4phiBarinm». 
** arariiike ammimitioik* and all'uii^ ani&er» xehitifiB'theMfO’f aselmlA# general 

jtralGic of ^gland* not only 'by its own tsnde tO) India* hdfc'byHtt hurge todi^Kaiii^ of many 
** ridt indhui wares* <to he expoited to foreign o»on«CMs*> fr Titilci^ Italy* the Eaft 
Country* &c.” 

Here theyoi^atuite on their fbraaer benefits'tothe public* ** wben* fontetiefr years be- 
** fore they employed fifteen thoufand tons of filliping, adtat one time* i*i#9f«fOilif tov com* 
“ ing from* or trading in India* from port to port: tmi that at ptefimt tj^toraploy ten 
H. thoo&nd eons and two thoafand five hundred ioartnera*>— That* laft yter* they imported 
“ pepper to the value of two hundred and eight thoufand pounds ftecling; whereof the value 
4' of one hundred and eighty thoufand'tfoonds was r6*expo^ted to foreign parts in a few 
“ weeks; and muCh the like of ind^* ^icoes, and divers ether rich wares : by which re- 
** exportations they employ two thoufiind more tons of Ihipping and five hundred mariners. 
** That at leaft one thoufand perfons are fopported.by the building and repair of their Ihips* 
** the making their artiUery* naval ftores, provifions* &c. befide the tonn:^e employed by the 
^ Company to fotuh timber* and pipe ftaves out of Ireland*** here Ireland ftill fupplies tim- 
ber* thbugh in our time quite deftitute of i4 ** and hemp out of Eafiiand and for tire im- 
•* porting of wines* elephaats teeth, wrought Alka* coral* quickfilver, &c. to furniih out 
** tbofe voyages.— -That tlw great magazines of naval fiores and ammunition* which the Com- 
** pany has always ready*- are often helpful to othera* as being no-where elfe to be had for 
** money at home ; and they at tbh time make thir^ barrels of gunpowder weekly at their 
** own powder mills* of the faltpetre they import from India. 

** II. It increafes the general wealth of the nation.— It laves mwd) money yearly to our na- 
tion in the expenecof Indian wares, by frqfplying them fo much cheaper than they could 
**, have them from other European nations. — It increafes* very confiderably* the King’s cuf- 
** toms*— improves the price of land* and of wool, tin* lead* iron* &c. Wherefore* although, 
** in the Company’s late unfortunate years* they have themfelves been lofers* yet the crown 
“ and nation have all the while been gainers by this trade —That the vent of our cloth, lead, 
** tin* &c. in India continually increafes.f— That it is by reafon of foe Company's having, 
** for three years paft, been expelled foe Spice lllands by foe Dutch, that thofe fpices are 
twice as dear as when foe Company imported them from India.— That the railing the price 
** of lands being of foe greateft confequence to gentlemen, this can only- be done by our ex~ 
** porting more in value of, our own jtadve commodities foan we import of thofe of other 
nations* the balance whereof wiUt^me to us in treafure ; and an increafe of treafure will 
etrer enhance foe price of lands. <• And foat foe treafure fo received by foe balance of our 
foreign commerce is the only money which can remain permanendy with us* and by which 
yre are enriched.— That this Hicreafo of money will tdfo naturally inibreafe foe price of wool, 
** tin* lead* &c. wbkhalfowUi contribute to mcreafo foe price of lands, as* does atfofoein- 
creafe of foe 'merchants riches gotten by traffic.— That h! widl merits confideraiaon* that 
** there are three difierent fpecics of profit in foreign commerce : 

Firft* The private merchant may be a lofor whenAtbe aadon may be a gainer by this 
** traffic. For infiance* foe Con^pany foali fond out goods or money to the value of one 
** hundred foonfond pounds, and bring home three bundreti fooufond pounds value in return; 

« yet, 
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l6a8 this came to be .dropped, we apprehend, does no where appearv Uukf«i: poffiblf, this author 
meant the colony of Surinam, which was firft fettled by England fomeuthat near this time. 

The very iirft record of the nineteenth volume of the FtSedefa is a pxoclatnation, of 
King Charles I. in the year i6a8, againft tlie carrying provifionsor ammunition to France, 
whofe King, Louis XIII. had, in the preceding year, pubiilhed two fevcn^l ediAs. againft 
fupplyiiig d? England therewith, full of acrimony, fays oar Kmg. 

Our faid King, having in the preceding year mifearried in bis expedition againft the ifle of 
Rhc, fent out this year a fleet, under the Earl of Lindfcy, for the relief of Rochelle, then 
clofely befieged by Louis XIII. Cardinal Richlieu being at that fiege in perfon. Our King 
having in this fame year concluded a treaty with the Rochellcrs, wherein he promifed never to 
abandon them, nor to make peace with their King withoufreomprebending them therein ; as 
in vol. ii. of the general Colleftion of Treaties, fecond edition, in 1723, p. 259, 262; yet 
that fleet was obliged to return home, without being able to effect it. King Charles, in the 
fame year, fent oih another fleet for its relief, under the Earl- of Danby, which alfo return- 
ed unfuccefsful } the boom placed before the entrance into its harbour being judged too 
' ftrong to be forced. Whereupon the poor Rochellcrs were forced to furrender to the French 
King, to the unfpeakable lofs of the French Erotellant church, as well as of England,— -which, 
by fupporting Rochelle and the other French Proteftants in general, might not only have been 
much better able to bridle the growing power of the French monarchy, but likewife to have 
kept the balance of trade with that kingdom much more in our favour. For, after the fur- 
render of Rochelle, and the dcmolifliing tire fortifications, firft of Montauban, and afterwards 
of Nifmes and Montpelier, the Proteftants were never able to make head againft the Catholics. 
Puffendorf relates, that fomc have drought tbofe civil wars had, firft and laft, devoured above 
a million of people, deftroyed or greatly damaged nine cities, four hundred villages, twenty 
thoufand churches, and two thoufand monafterics ; and that ten thoufand houfes were either 
buf ned or dcmoliflicd in confequence of them. 

King Charles’s firft letter to the Mayor, Sheriffs, Peers, and Burgefles of Rochelle, was of 
die nineteenth of May, 1628. “ Gentlemen, be not difeouraged, though my fleet be rc- 

“ turned ; hold out to the laft, for I’m rcfolvcd my whole fleet lliall perifb, rather than you 
“ be not relieved. For this effcfl:, I have ordcred*it to return back to your coafts, and am 
“ fending fcveral Blips to reinforce it: with die help of God the fuccefs fhall be happy for 
“ you.” 

His fecond letter to them was of the twenty-fevcndi of May, 0 . S. “ Gentlemen, I have 
“ been much troubled to bear that my fleet was upon the point of returning home, without 
, “ obeying my orders in fupplying you with provifions : coft what it will I have commanded 
“ them to return to your road, and not to conic away till you are fuppHcd.— Aflorc your- 
“ felves, that 1 lliall never abandon you, and that I fhall employ the whole power of my 
“ kingdom for your deliverance, until God aifift me to obtain for yon .an aiTured peace. 

“ Your good friend, Ch arles R.” 

In this year the Dutch Weft India Company are faid to have divided fifty per cent, to their 
proprietors^ by means of their having in the fame year taken die Spanifh plate fleet, aa already 
mentioned^ valued by fonic at twelve millions of guilders. They had alfo got much treiafum 
by driving a Spanifh fquadron of Blips on fhore, on the cOaft of Pern* and plundering the 
fame. By fuch very gr^t lo£is on the fide of S^un, ,it was as.iinppBihle for tbat monarchy 
t 
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1628 not to decline veFf aiach» te lbjr tlie D^tch republic not to incrc^c greatly in wealth and 
^omer. ^ j ^ ' 


In the hineteehth volume, p-. 27, of the Foedera, tliere is King Charles the Firfl’s commif- 
fion for treating, again with the piratical ports of Barbary, for the redemption of Engliffi cap- 
tives there, and for eftablifliing peace and commerce with them. For which end he fent them 
iix iron cannon, andfeven hundred bullets, as a prefent. 

So great was the power and wealth of the city of Dantzick at this time, being now in her 
meridian glory, that the great King Gallavus Adolphus of Sweden, being this year at war 
with Poland, and fending a fquadron of eight Blips of war, for the blocking up of the port 
of that city, the Dantzickers fent out ten Blips of war againft the Swcdifli fleet ; which they 
vanquiBiod, having kilted Uic Swcdifli Admiral, takep the admiral-Btip, and obliged the reft 
to fly. This is by PuffendoiTs own confeflion, in his Hiftory ,of Sweden, (EngliBi Tranfla' 
tiony p. 506.) 

Sir David Kirk and liis affbciates, daring a war between England aad France, now poflefled 
tlicmrcivcs of Canada, which then confifted only of the country on the north fide of the great 
river of St. Lawrence, together with the caftle of Quebec ; of which the faid Sir David’s fon 
was appointed Governor : and in the fame year they conquered Nova Scotia, which Sir Wil- 
liam Alexander again poflefled ; when the French agreed to recognize our King’s property of 
all Nova Scotia : and, it is faid, they agreed to.pay Sir David Kirk fifty tlioufand pounds for 
Ills quitting the forts which he had poflefled himfclf of in Canada ; which fum, however, was 
never paid. 

In the fame year, the EnglUhi under Sir 1 homas Warner, from St. Chriftopher’s Ifle, 
again planted the near neighbouring fmall ifle of Nevis, formerly called Mevis, being about 
eighteen miles in circuit. It has plenty of freBi-water fprings, and has now fcarccly any 
other ftaplc produce but fugar and molaflus, though it formerly yielded tobacco, ginger, and 
cotton. It is faid they have at this time about three tlioufand whites, and eight thonfand 
negro flaves. From this ifle, it feems, may be plainly feen, in a clear day, the illands of 
St. Cliriftopher, Euftatia, Saba, Antigua, Montferrat, St, Bartholomew, and Guadaloupe. 

In that fame year the ifle of Barbuda was alfo firft fettled on by the Englifli from Sr. Chrif- 
topher’s, by Sir Thomas Warner, &c. At firft they were fo harrafled by the Caribbean s 
from Dominica, as to be obliged to defert it: yet, the Caribbean natives being afterwards 
greatly diminiflied, the EngliBi again planted on it. It is about fifteen miles in length, and 
is the only proprietary government of all the EngliBi Caribbee ifles, its Governor being in the 
nomination of the heirs of Cliriftopher Coddrington, Efquirc, who was Governor of Barba- 
does in the reign of Queen Anne, and who fettled this ifle and a good eftate in Barbadocs for 
the fupport of his college in the laft-named ifle, for the inftruiftion of the children of ne- 
groes. This is no fugar ifle ; the breeding of cattle for the other EngliBi ifles being the prin- 
cipal employment of the inhabitants : they alfo raife plenty of corn and other provifions for 
the ufe of thofe ifles. 

It was in and about this fame year 1628, that the difcoveric? were firft made by the Dutch 
Eiaft India Company’s (hips tif the foutliern continent, fifft named Carpentaria, from its dif* 
coveter, and fince named New Holland, lying to the fouth of the ifland of Java j other parts 
ed’this difcoyery had alfo the names of their difeoverers given them ; viz. Dewitt’s Land, and 
Nuyt’s Land- , Neverthekfs, after fo many years difeovery, neither the Dutch nor any other 
n;ition, ^havp as yet niade any kind of advantage or improvement from it ; nor has any fcttlc- 

ment 
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1628 merit been bithcrto iiiade «n that country Ii\ all thU time. Another generation may polEbly 
difcover whether it be only an huge ifland, ’leparated from the continent^^at 9 Se fputh pole, 
and may pofTibly make fettlements thereon. Some pretend, that there is fome myllery ia 
the Dutch. Company’s not making a fcttlemcnt on this ‘Ttrra Aujk&lh^ «x South Pole 
Lands ; (vide our lutrodufrion, under the name— *0010061 Purry) th«*pgh the moft pro- 
bable aooount of this matter feems to be np more, than that the l^tcdi Company have al- 
ready asmucli territory as they can well manage ; and that tbeiaid new lands arc thought fo 
very barren, that it is not likely they would anfwcr the charge and trouble of forming colonies 
tliereon. 

Wc have feen, under the; year 1627, that Kiiig Charles I. revived the office of the King’s 
Exchanger of gold and lilver, called Cambium Regis, 'Which had been long in difufc ; he be- 
ing fo ill-advifcd as rather to fupply his neceffities -by fuch fort of monopoly projefts, tlian to 
yield to the defires of the Houfc of Comifions for the redrefs of grievances, prior to, or even 
equal in point of time with their granting -him fupplics. A pamphlet therefore was, in this 
year 1628, publiflied by his authority, rntitled. Cambium Regis, or the Office of his Majefty’s 

, Exchange-Royal ; declaring and juftifying his Majefty’s Right thereto, and the convenience 
thereof. — Wherein it was fliewn,—— 

“ That the prerogative of exchange of bullion for coin has always been a flower of the 
“ crown, of which inftances are quoted from the time of King Henry the Firft downward.— 
“ That King John farmed out that office for no finaller a fum than five thoufand marks. — 
“ That the place or office where the exchange was made in his reign, was near St. Paul’s Ca- 
“ thedral in London, and gave name to the ftreet Hill called the Old Change. — That, in fuc- 
“ cecding reigns, there were feveral other places for thpfc exchanges, befide London. — That 
“ this method continued to King Henry the Eighth’s time, who fuffered his coin to be fo far 
“ debafed, that no regular exchanges could be made.— That the faid confufion made way for 
“ the London goldfiniths to leave off their proper trade of goUfmithrie, i, e. the working and 
“ felling of new gold and lilver plate and manufadure, the foie intent of all their charters ; 
“ and to turn exchangers of plate and foreign coins for our Englifh coins ; although they had 
“ no right to buy any gold or lilver for any other purpofc than for their roanufafture afore- 
“ faid : neither hjd any other perfon, but thofc fubftituted by the crown, a right to buy the 
“ fame.— The King, therefore, has now refumedthis office, not merely to keep up his right 
“ fo to do, but likewife to prevent thofc trafficking goldfmiths from culling and forting all 
“ the Ivcavy coin, and felling the fame to tire mint of Holland, which gained greatly thereby ; 
“ or clfc by melting thofc heavy coins down for making of plate : witnefstbe pieces of thirteen 
“ pence halfpenny, old Ihillings of Queen ElilTabeth, -uinepenny, and fourpenny halfpenny 
piece.s ; which, being weighty monies, none of them were now to be met with ; whereby 
“ they have raifed the price of filvcr to two pence per ounce above the value of the mint j 
“ which thereby has ftood ftill ever fince the eleventh of King James. — That for above thirty 
“ years paft it has bwn the ufual practice of thofe exchanging goldfmiths to make tlicir fer- 
“ vants run every morning from Ihop to Ihop, to buy- up all weighty ^oins for the mints of 
“ Holland and the Eaft Countries ; whereby the King’s mint has ftood ftill (as above).” 
“ The former allowances in the faid old Cambium • Regis, were one penny, and'fomctimcs 
“ one penny halfpenny exchange upon the value of every noble, i. .i. fix Ihillings and eight 
“ pence. Thofe offices were ufually fold by the crown for a confiderable fum of money, 
and’the^ing’s exchanger had aJfo the foie right of excljanging plate and any othet manufac- 
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3^6^8^ tort of^old of fiiver at borne for the King’s coin, taking the fame allowance, and alfo the 
coinage doty. . 

Agaitift the reviral of this Royal Exchanger the Goldfmith’s Company of London earneftly 
petitioned the King and Council, as did afterward the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and 
Common Council, in behalf of the Goldfmith’s Company, who called thcmfelves no fewer 
than nine hundred families ; whereas the royal pamphlet aflerts, that not above ten goldfmiths 
were concerned in this exchanging trade. In ihort, upon a fecond petition of the goldfmiths, 
the King told them, “ to trouble him no further, lince his right to the office was undonbted- 

ly clear which indeed was very true : but, as it had been fo long in difufe, and his peo- 
ple accuitomed to a way they liked better, it was n&t well judged to force this obfolete, and 
now inconvenient cuftom upon them. The times Were much altered, by the great increafe of 
wealtli and commerce, fince King Henry the Eighth’s reign. But his obftinacy in this and fo 
many other rcfpefls, brought on him much mifery at laft. 

1629 On the 2d March 1628-9, King Charles diflbivcd his Parliament, ufing many fliarp expref- 
lions in his proclamation for that endt. (vol. xix. p. 29, of the Foedera) to teftify his refent- 
ment againft thofe members of the Houfe of Commons who oppofed his meafurcs. By which 
the differences between him and his people 'grew daily wider. Yet, rather than have any 
more Parliaments, he continued to employ many arbitrary and illegal methods for raiCng mo- 
ney by his foie prerogative. So from this time, till the year 1640, there was no Parliamenr 
fummoned- 

In p, ihid. In a catalogue of offices filled up by that King, in the fourth year of his 
reign, there feems to have been a projeft of his, for producing of raw filk in England. It is 
“ a grant to Walter, Lord Afton, &c. of the keeping of the Garden, Mulberry-trees, and 
“ Silk-worms, near St. James’s, in the County of Middlefex.” Or, poffibly, this was only 
the continuation of the King his father’s projeft, in the year 1608. There is a place a lit- 
tle way without the fouth-vveft gate of St. James’s Park, towards Chelfea, which ftill 
bears the name of the Mulberry Garden, and anfwers to die defeription of that above-men- 
tioned. 

Ibid. p. 40, we fee a catalogue of grants for other inventions, as they are termed, in the fald 
year, for fourteen years cxclufive, viz. 

“ 1. For the foie making of an engine for the more eafy cutting of timber ; under the jrear- 

ly rent of forty lliilUngs, to be paid into the Exchequer. 

« 2. — , Engines for draining of marlh lands. 

2, A medicine for pjeferving of Ihecp from the rot.. 

“ 4. An engine for the fafe tranlportatioii of horfes and other cattle from Ireland into Eng- 
^ land, .and from England into Ireland.” 

By an of Parliament of this third of King Charles 1 . cap. iv. corn was permitted to be 
exported to the King’s allies, when at the following, which muft therefore have been then 
efleeraed moderate, prices : viz. yheat, per quarter, thirty-two fliillings ; rye, twenty fliil- 
Kngs; beans, fixteen fhillings j and barley; ermalt, at fixteen fhillings 'per quarter. 

King Cliarles I. in the firft year of his reign, firll: ineprporated that bell planted and moft 
populous province of New England, called the Maffachufet’s Bay, of which Bofton is theca- 
pital town. 

King Charles II. in the thirty-fix year of his reign, and in the year of our Lord 1684, 
haying, for h'ls arbitrary ends, compelled the city of London, by a fuo warranto, to furrender 

tlicir 


3 



336 WIS^ORICAL AND C H R O » 01 0 O IC A 1 ©EDOCTION 

A.-D. • ,-:.V . r-'. , ’ • ■ 

1629 their cheers, thi* province' was likewife obliged to fabmit td it, (asvtas «fo colony of 
New Plymouth, andjthe province of Main ;) but that province wa«, in the,ye« *69*, again 
corporatcd by King William and Queen Mary, by its old name : but the OrpWli thereby re* 
'ferved the appointing of its Governor,' Deputy Governor, Secretary, and- Judge A 4 rairal 
',the other officers, civil and military, are in the nomination of th^r Houfe of Reprefentatives ; 
who cleft alfo the Council. This province, together with Counefticut, Rhode Ifland, and 
Providence Plantation, conftitute what is Commonly called New England : though furcly, it 

• is to be wilhed, they could all be united under that name as one entire province. As for New 
Hampfhire, commonly efteemed a part of New England, it was made a feparate province, im- 
mediately depending on the crown, as is now alfo Georgia and Nova Scotia ; all whofe gover- 
nors, councils, and magiftrates, arc in the King’s appointment. 

Thus Maryland and Pennfylvania are a kind of monarchial tributary governments — ^^Con- 
' nefticut and Rhode Ifland may be called tributary popular governments— And the MalTachu- 
fet’s Bay is a mixture of regal and popular conftitutions. In our days, the two Carolinas and 
New Jerfey are become regal governments ; as Virginia and New York were long before ; as 
• arc alfo all our iflands in the American fcas, except Barbuda. Hitherto, thefe different 
forms of government have not very materially, or generally affefted the commerce of the Bri- 
tifh empire, though moft men arc under appreheniion, that fooner or later, they may produce 
thateffeft. 

The filk manuhifture at London was by this time become fo confiderable, that, in this 
fifth year of King Charles the Firft, the Silk Thrower's of that city and within four miles of 
it, were incorporated under the name of. The Matter, WaKlcn, Affittants, and Commonalty 
of Silk Throwers, i.t. Silk Twitters, from a now obfolete verb, to throw, i.e. to twitt, or 
twine. 

in the nineteenth volume, p. 64-5, of the Foedera, we find, King Charles fettles a pcnlion 
of three hundred pounds per annum on his nephew Prince Rupert, and the like on the Prin- 

• cefs Elizabeth, children of bis litter the Eleftrefs Palatine, whom this King fiilcs Queen of 
Bohemia, although her fat^^r King James would never give her that appellation, lett the Spa- 
nilh court fhould take umbrage. 

In p. 66, ibid, we find King Charles’s proclamation of peace with France, both by fea and 
land, and the renewal of the intercourfe of commerce between the two nations, on the footing 
of ancient treaties. 

Upon this peace, Cardinal Richltcu, who was Superintendant-General of the commerce 
and navigation of France, refolved to maintain three fleets or fquadrons of fhips conttantly in 
pay : the firtt, for the guard of the Erench coatt on the ocean ; the fecond for the like pur- 
pofe on the Mediterranean coatt ; the third to remain ready in the ports of Gafeoigne, for the 
<onvoymg and protefting.thc French merchantmen trading to Canada. This was, without 
doubt, a very wife refolution in that able Minitter, France being till now utterly deftitute of 
maritime ttrengtb. , ^ , 

In p. 72, ibid, WQ find that, upon King Charles’s disbanding bis army, which had been 
employed beyond fea, fwarms of Irifh beggars were every where feen, to the great annoyance 
of the country. — “ The King thereupon iflues bis proclamation, commatiding them forth- 
** with to return to Ireland, to be conveyed from conftable to conttable to one or other of the 

following fea-ports, Viz. Brittol, Minehead, Barnftaple, CheftCr, Liverpool, Milford, and 
f ‘ Workington j direfting them to be punilhcd as rogues and vagabonds, wherever found beg- 
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1629 ** glng afterwards. They were to be fliipped at the charge of the refpe<StIye counties. And 
itwis thereby further d-irefted, that no ftiip Ihall bring over any beggars from Ireland.’’ — 
(Which wt heartily wifh were legally cnafted at this day* unlcls, which would be ftill better 
for the nation, means were found to fet all the Irilh poor coming to Britain immediately on 
fomc ufcful employment on their arrival ; for London ftreets at prefent fhamefuIJy fwarm with 
them.) — ft was alfo thereby direfted, that all the Englhh who fhall beg as dilbanded foldlers 
or mariners, be punifhed as vagabonds.” 

Very various weic the Ihifts and devices which King Charles I. was put upon, in the long 
interval of Parliament, for the procuring of money. In p. 89, of the nineteenth volume of 
the Foedera, wc find him, in this year 1629, “ gommlffioning Sir Sackvilie Crowe to get li>r 
“ hundred and ten pieces of iron cannon caft in our forge (focali mjlro) within our foreft of 
“ Dean, in Glouccftcrlliire, or elfewhere, as to you it fhall feem fit.” And, in p. 99, ibid. 
lie cpiploys “ Philip Burlaiiiach, an eminent merchant, to fell thofc cannon, (viz. four 
“ tlioufand ton weight thereof) to the States General of the United .Netherlands, for the rc- 
deeming from them Ifis crown jewels, pawned in the year 1625, for three hundred thou- 
fand pounds. Thus England was Hill eminent for its manufafturc of iron artillery, beyond 
any other country in Europe,” 

And (p. 92, ibid.) he confirms the Starch-makers Company’s monopoly, eflablillicd by 
Ifis father.” . And (p. 94, ibid,) he prohibits the importation of French wines, for a 

limited time, on pretence of a complaint of the merchants and vintners, that the quantity 
thereof remaining unfold was fo large, that they could not carry on their bufinefs without 
“ fuch a temporary prohibition.” This too was, probably, a monopolizing job. 

In the fame nineteenth volume, p. 95, of thcFoedera, King Charles prohibits thefale to fo- 
reigners, of any (hip or vclTcl, whether Englilh built or otherwife. 

In p. 102, ibid, we lind that the coafts of England and Ireland were now much infefled by 
jiiratcsof various nations. — King Charles therefore commiffions his Lord Treafurer Weflon 
and others, “ To fend forthwith to fca fuch (hips as they fliould judge needful for fupprefling 
of thofe pirates, who committed all manner of lioftilitics and fpoils, to the utter overthrow 
** of all mutual trade between our own fubjefts and all other mcrchant-ftrangers, fubjccls of 
** our friends and allies.” 

In p. 1 19, ibid. King Charles grants a fpecial cemmidion for compounding, for a certain 
fum, with all fuch as had neglefled to obey his proclamation, enjoining all freeholders of fortv 
pounds per annum, to come and take the honour of knighthood. 

It was about this time that King Charles’s ncceffitics obliged him to retrench the vaft ex- 
pcncc of his houfliold, by aboIKhing the greateft part of the daily tables in his palace, being, 
till then, it is faid, eighty in number, for the entertainment of his ofBccrs and fervants j by 
allowing them, in lieu of ihofe tables, a certain annual fum by the name of board wages ; 
^whereby both the crowm and its houfhold fervants are in the ilfuc confidcrable gainers. This 
was, probably, by Sir Robert Cotton’s advice, who, in fpeech at the council table, told the 
King, that there was never a back-door of his palace into Weftminfter, but^||^at coft him 
two thoufartd pounds yearly.’^ ‘ 

This, wc conceive, was the original of the board w^ages, which, in all the lifts of the houf- 
I; liolds of our monnrehs, wc fee to be ever fince allowed to the King’s menial Cftkers and fer- 
; \ants. Some further reduftions of the fame fort have been fmee made in the King's houf- 
' 4iold, in lieu of which an addition has been made to their fabrics. 

VoL. IL U u 


In 



338- an hi STOR I c a L and C-H R ONO L 0 g i c a l d ed d c tion 

16^9 In this fame ycat 1629, the Spanifli admiral had orders, in his way to New Spain, to dnve 
the EngliCh and French from the iiland cf St» Chriftophers, where he feized on fotne Englifb 
■fliips ; and, Ianding,*'^rt)ve the French from their forte, and obliged them W embark, as he 
alfo did as many of the Englifh as theif own {hips could hold. But, when the Spatiifh fleet 
wasugone, theEngliih left in thatifland, began to improve it with great fpirit ; the French alfo 
returned eo their old plantations there, and both nations were well fupplied and fupported 
from their Tcfpcftive mother countries. And the Englifli planters becoming, in a very ihort 
time, too numerous for their moiety of that ifland, they from thence foon after gradually 
peopl<^ and planted the- ides of Barbuda, Morttferrat, Antigua, and Barbadoes ; as the 
French alfo did Gaodaloupe, &c. in the fame neighbourhood. 

We have feen, in vol. xix. p. 127, of the Foedera, “ a confirmation of a grant from King 
“ Charles to James Hay, Earl of Carlifle, and to his heirs for ever, of all and fingnlar the 
“ iflands, commonly called the Caribbees^ fituated between the tenth and twentieth degrees 
- “ of north latitude, and between the three hundred and fifteenth and three hundred and twen- 
“ ty-feventh degrees of longitude, towards the continent of America herein named by the 
King, the province of Carlifle, and the iflands of Carlifle ; — (Regimts Jive Provinda Carliola 
et Jnfularum Carleolarum.) And, in December following, the faid Earl of Carlifle appoints 
one' Hugh Lamy, a French Proteftant of Norraairdy, to receive, during life, all the rents 
and revenues of the faid ifles, upon his having undertaken to carry colonics of his countrymen 
thither, and to fortify and improve the faid ifles ; allowing him the twentieth part of the faid 
revenues : all which was confirmed by King Charles (p. 128, ibid.) in tl»c fame manner as 
they had been granted two years before to the Earl of Marlborough, as we have related under 
the year 1627. Which clear account of tliis matter we owe entirely to tlic Foedera ; which, it 
is plain, the author of the Britifh Empire in America had not confulted, even in the feconcl 
edition of that incorreft work, though rc-publifhed fo late as the year i74t. How immetifc 
is the increafe of the value of thofc Caribbee ifles in our days. 

In the fame p. 128, ibid. King Charles confirms the appointment made by Sir Robert 
Heath, his Attorney Genet^ to the before-named Hugh Lamy, of theoflicc of Receiver Ge- 
neral of the' Revenues of thd province of Carolana, (now called Carolina) and the adjacent 
ifles of Baltama, lying between the tbirty-firft and thirty-fixth degrees of north latitude, ex- 
tending from the Atlantic to the Pacific Sea. Which fard Carolana, with the Bahama ifles, 
liad been before, on the 30th of Oftober, .in the fifth of Charles, and in the year 1629, grant- 
ed by the King to the faid Robert Heath, and to his heirs ; and was the fame country, cxclu- 
five of the ifles, now named North and South Carolina, and Georgia, together with the 
ufurped French colony behind them, called Miififippi, or Louifiana. 

Sir Robert Heath afterwards conveyed this province to the Earl dl Arundel, who was at 
the expence of planting feveral parts of it : but the war which broke out in Scotland, in which 
that Lord was the King’s General, and the fubfequent civil wars in England, prevented his 
further progrefs therein. The five Indian nations of the Iroqums, who have been fo long the 
voluntary vaflals of the Englifh crown, (and who bad lately conquered all the country from 
their own original country behind New York as far as the Miffifippi and beyond it) made a 
furtender ahd fale of all thofe conquefts to the Governor of New York, in King James the 
Second’s reign ; according to Cox’s Defeription of Carolina, p. 109, 113, n6, &c. 

Peace being concluded between England and France, we find, in p. 129, of the fame nine- 
teenth \olume of the Foedera, “ a commiflion of enquiry by King Chkrles into certain goods, 

{kins, 
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1629 and lOther mefchafi^ize, t^tca by Captaiii Kirk, jnd hk aflociates, from certain of 

■** tlafeiFrcnch which were rcmaining ka ^* fort of Quebec, in the College of the Jcfuits, and 
in aftijp tak-eivby him in-CanadaJV yi^ it feerm.the finalfettlementQf the peace was not 
effefted ^as we flrall fee) till the year 163*. 5 , 

It is commonly laid, that in andabo^t this ik^ie year the Englifli firU; began to plant on the 
ifland of Providence, the-chief of the B^unaatilk, in America, till then quite uninhabited. 
King Charles I. after the conclutidn of , peace with, fipain, confirmed his hefore-named grant 
of thofe ifles : and England has continued to ktop up her right to the faid ifles as the firft oc- 
cupiers, although they have fcarcely fettied in any of them, excepting this of Providence : and 
even this is planted to very little purpofe, any further than for a retreat in cafe of ftorms, and 
to prevent pirates and foreign nations from pofielfing it. Tortuga is alfo juftly claimed by 
Great Britain, becaufe of our having early reforted thither for fait; though not as yet properly 
plan,ted by us. , # 

In the before mentioned p. 129, il/id. King Charks iffues tlic following proclamation, in 
behalf of the Eaftland Company, viz. , . . 

Whereas the Eaftland Company have, by the fpace of fifty yeurs at leaft, had a fettled and 
“ conftant pofteflion of trade in the laid Eaftland pacts in the Baltic Seas — it was firft erefted 
in the year 1379. “ And have had both the foie carrying thither of our Englifh commodi- 

ties, and alfo the foie bringing in of all the immmodities of thpfe countries; as namely, 
“ hemp-yarn, cable-yarn, flax, pOt-afhes, fbpe-afhes, Poloniawool, cordage, Eaftland linen 
“ cloth, pitch, tar, and wood. Whereby our kingdom hath b«n much cnricbed, our flrips 
and mariners fet on work, andtiic honour and fame of our nation fpread and enlarged in 
“ thofe parts. ■ 

“ And whereas, for their further encouragement, the faid Company have had and enjoyed, 
** by letters patent from Qiieen Elizabeth, the exciufive privileges above-named, with gene- 
“ ral prohibitions and reftraints of all others not licenfed by the faid letters patent: we, 
minding the upholding of the faid trade, and not to fuf&r the faid fociety to fuftaiii 
“ any violation, or dimuuitlon of tlteir liberties and pr^ikges, have thought good to ratify 
tlie fame. 

“ And We do hereby ftriftly charge and command all our cuftoraers, comptrollers,' Ac. 
that they fufier not any broad-cloths, dozens, kerfies, bayes, Ikins, or fuch-like Eng- 
lifh commodities, to be Ihtppcd for exportation to thofe parts, nor any hemp, &c. (as 
** before-named) or any ptber commodities whatfoever, of thofe foreign countries wherein 
“ the faid Company llBve ufed to trade, to be imported by any but fuch as arc free of that 
“Company. 

“ Provided always, that the importetion of corn and grain be -left free and without reftraint. 
■“ , We alfo ftriflly command, that tlie ftatutes of the fifth of King Richard II. the fourth of 
“ King Henry VII. and the thirty-fecoiid of King Heihry VIII. m<tdc Againft the (hipping of 
mcrchandiae in ,ftr;mgers bottoms, either inward or outward, be duly put m execution : and 
“ that neitoer the faid Company, nor any other whatfoever, be permitted to export or import 
any oftito'above-named commodities in (my but Eogliih bottoms, under the penalties in the 
“ faid. ftotutes contained." 

The great iiK»eafc of the commerce pf England having of late years very much incteafed the 
inland carriage of goods and metobohdwe, whereby the roads were become more broken than 
vjicretotorc.: Charles (la p. ff30, of volume nineteen, of the Fmdera) “ ilFued his pro- 

; ' U u 2 ’ clamation, 
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1629 •* clamation, confirming one of bis late father’s in the twentieth year of his reign, for the prc- 

fervation of the public roads of England : commanding, that no common carrier, or other 
“ perfon whatfoevcr, fhall travel with any waine, cart, or carriage, with more than two 
“ wheels, nor with above the weight of twenty hundred : nor fhall draw any waine, cart, or 

other carriage, with above five horfes at once.” How great is the alteration fince this time, 
that 'Waggdns, permitted to carry above thrice tlut weight, have come into fuch nniverfal 
life ? 

In the catalogue of the grants of ofiices, by King Charles, during this year, p. 132, ihld. we 
have one, called, An Office for the Regifter and Sales and Pawns made to retailing Brokers. 
Which retailing brokers feem to have been much the fame we now call pawnbrokers. This 
was, probably, one of that King’s lucrative monopoly grants. 

London at this time abounded in wealth and grandeur, compared to its condition in former 
ages. The gay appearance of goldfmith’s fhops fhining with plate, on the fouth fjde of the 
ftreet called Cltcapfide, thence named Goldfmith’s Row, was then thought very grand ; ex* 
tending from Bucklcrfbury to the Old Change, (four fhops only excepted, of other trades) 

• which finall exception made the Privy Council think it worth while to dircfl the Judges to 
confider what laws there might be in force to oblige the goldfmiths to cftablifli themfclves in 
Cheapfide and Lombard-ftreet, for the ufe of their trade. 

1630 In the year 1630, Guftavus Adolphus, the heroic King of .Sweden, having enfered into 
Germany with an army, occafioned much damage to the commerce of the Hans-towns, by 
the devaftations committed by his troops. In that King’s manifefto, “ he accufes the Impc- 
“ rialifts” (vol. ii. p; 292 — 304, of the General Collcaion of Treaties) “ of forbidding his 
“ merchants ali freedom of commerce, feizing on their merchandize, and confifeating the 
“ Swedifh fhips, under the pretence of eftabliflting a general commerce at Lubcck for the 
“ Hans-toWns ; which, in effed,” fays that King’s manifcflo, “ was driving the Swedes 
“ from the whole commerce of the Baltic, and ereding a naval force at the cxpcacc of his 
“ merchants, in order to freely ravage and pirate in that fea ; having newly created an unheard 
“ of dignity of a General of the Seas for that purpofe, and poflefied themfclves of the porrs 
“ and fortified places of Mecklenburg and Pomerania, fortifying the port of the free Hanfeatic 
“ city of Straelfund, for a receptacle and retreat to their piratesi” Had the houfe of Auftria 
fucceeded in their defign of rendering themfclves abfolutc in the empire, there would foon have 
been an end of all freedom of commerce in the ports of Germany : and this gave a fine handle 
to Guftavus to take the city of Straelfund under his protedion, whereby Sweden has ever fince 
held a port fo very commodious for introducing her armies into Germany. Although Strael- 
fund is far from being bettered, fince from a free city it is become fubjed to Sweden, 

• For the aid of the King of Sweden, and the fupport of the liberty of commerce, King 
Charles, of Great Britain, fecretl^ encouraged James Marquis of- Hamilton to fign a treaty 
this year with Guftavus, for raifing and conveying fix tboufand Scotifla troops to Germany; 
though King Charles would not appear in it for fear of offending the Emperor, who gave 
him hop>es of reftoring the Palatinate to the King of Bohemia, bis brother-in-law. 

In the nmetcentb volume, p. 155, of the Foedcra,. we have King Charles’s proclamation in 
behalf of the Englilh woollen manufadure,. confirming one of his father’s, “ againftthc ex- 
“ portation of wool, woolfels, wooHen-prn, Cornilh hair, fuller’s earth, and wood afhes, 
and alfo hides, either rasv or tanned, upon pain < of confifeation, icc. 


“ And 
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*630 “ And that, -for the better utterance of cloth within this kingdom, all black cloths and 

** mourning ftoiFs at funerals, ihall be only of the wools of this kingdom. And, as the falfe 
dying of cloth and fluffs is a great hindrance to tlteir vent, none therefore fliali therein ufe 
“ any logwood or blockwood.” 

Kp' Since thofe times, dyers have found means to make logwood of great ufe in their prac- 
tice of dying black, &&. 

We have another proclamation of King Charles, wherein he obferves, “ That iron -wire is 
“ a manufafture long praflifed in the realm, whereby many thoufands of our fubjefls have 
“ long been employed ; and that Englilh wire is made of the tougheft and beft Ofmond iron, 
“ a native commodity of this kingdom, and is much better than what comes from foreign 
“ parts, el’pccially for the making of good wooi<-cards> without which no good cloth can be 
“ made. And whereas complaints have been made by the , wire-drawers of this kingdom, 
“ that, by rcafon of the great quantities of foreign iron-wire lately imported, our faid fubjefls 
“ cannot be fet on work ; wherefore we prohibit the importation of .foreign iron-wire, and 
“ wool-cards made thereof, as allb hooks and eyes, and other manufactures made of foreign 
“ wire. Neither fliall any tranflate arid trim up any old wool-cards, nor fell the fame, either 
“ at home or abroad.”— Foedcra, vol. xix. p. 163. 

In p. 177, of the fame volume, we have a frefh proclamation of King Charles, “ againft 
“ creating of houfes on new foundations in- London, Wefttainfter, or within three miles of 
“ any of the gates of London, or of the palace of Wcftramftcr. Allb againft the entertaining 
“ of inmates in houfes there *, which,” fays the King, “ would multiply the inhabitants to 
“ fuch an exceflive number, that they could neither be governed nor fed.** He allb enjoins, 
“ the rebuilding of old houfes with brick or ftone ; and forbids cellars for vliflualling-houfes, 
“ and (Ireds and other annoyances in the ftreets ; renewing alfo his former regulations for the 
“ making of bricks and tiles : alfo for the making of all thefe regulations effcfhial, he appoints 
“ Sir Jamcs'CampbctI, Lord Mayor of London, jointly with many lords aivd gentlemen, 

“ therein named, or any four of them, to be his eommiflioners for thefe ends.” See the 

“ Fcedera, vol. xix. p. iSi, &c. 

We have .already made fufficicnl remarks on the irtexpcdiency, fee. of fneh reflraints with 
regard to building on new found.ations in London, under the years 1580 and 1503 ; to which 
therefore W’C refer the reader. 

The following proclamation in the Fcedera, in the fame volume, p. 187, by King Charic.s, 
fhewi, in part, the ftate of the lilk manofaiflure in England in the fame year, viz. 

“ That the trade of filk within this realm, by the importation thereof raw from foreign 
“ parts, and throwing, dying, and working the fame into manufaflures here at home, is mucli 
“ incrcafed within a few years paft. But a fraud in the dying thereof being lately difeovered, 
“ by adding to the weight of lilk in the dye beyond a juft proportion, by a falfe and deceitful 
“ mixture in the ingredients uled in dying ; whereby alfo the lilk is weakened and corrupted, 
and the colour made worfc : wherefore, we ftriftly command; that no lilk-dycr do hercafrer 
“ ufe any flip, aWer-bark, filings of iron, or other 4«ceitful matter, in dying of lilk, either black 
or coloured. That no lilk lhall be dyed of any'bther black but Spanifli black, and not of 
“ the dye called London black, or light weiglit. Neither Ihall they dye any filk before the 
“ gum -be fair boiled off from the filk, being raw”’— With many otlier regulations relating to 
“ filk-dying, and the proportioital weight before and after dying, too tedious to be now parti- 
“ cuJarifed. 

In 
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In the fame volume, p. 189, we have King Charles's cxcl»tfive |>atent to fourperfbm, for 
their pretended new invention, “ for meltings forging, or, fining of iron, lead, tin, and fait; 
“ and for the burning o^ricks, tiles, lime, See, with the fuel of peat, or turf, reduced into a 
“coal; vvitliout the ufe either of fea-coal, pit-coal, or wood.” 

One would naturally imagine, that the condition of England, in tefped of fielh-mcat, and 
other projyfions.muft in thofc times have been very different frofij what it is in our days; 
otherwife we ffrould not, furely, have liad a proclaniation from this^King, in the year 1637, as 
alfo leveral from King James, and likewife ,a law in 1563, in Queen Elizabeth’s reign; all 
which tend to reftraln tlie eating of flefti-meat in Lent, and on other fifli days. 

But wc have in this year 1630, what in our days would be tliought ftill a more extraordinary 
proclamation on this fubjeft, in the nineteenth volume, p. 195, of the Foedera. 

“ Therein King Charles takes notice of the abules committed by iugroffers, badgers, brog- 
gers, and buyers of corn,” it being thenn ycar of Ibarcity. ■ “ And the King, the more to favc 
“ the provifions the .nation, enjoins tl« general praftice of the ancient laudable' cuftom, 
“ that no fuppers were wont to be kept on Fridays, nor on the eves of fcafts commanded to 
“ be faffed, nor on Wednefdays and Saturdays in the Ember-weeks, and in Lent. The fame 
“ courfe,” adds the King, “ being ftUl .obferved in the King’s houlhold, and in the families 
“ of moft of the nobility, and of many gentlemen, as alfo in the inns of court and chancery, 
“ and the colleges of utlivcrfities. He alfo ordains, that the feaffs at halls of the city compa- 
“ nies be forbotn : and diat half the expence thereof be given to the neceffilous poor. Ami 
“ whereas foreign fliips frequently come empty into the ports of England, to victual for long 
“ voyages, which, in a time of Icarcity, is by no means to be fuffered : fuch Ihips, therefore^ 
“ (hall hereafter only ndee in fuch, a quantity of provifions as, the magiftrates of the refpedive 
** ports (hall judge convenient, being only for their n^llary fubfiffence till their return into 
“ their own country.” 

In p. 200, of the fame volume, we liavc in this year a monopoly projefl:^ ** for the praftice 
“ of a new invention for the feparatmg of gold and filver from or out of other bafer metals, 
“ viz. copper, tin, and lead; granted' for fourteen years: paying one-third of tlic neat profit 
^ thereof to the King.” ; ' 

la this year alfo, and in the fame volume, p* 211, qf the Foedera, King Charles moft lauda- 
bly comrniffions a number of his great officers of ftatc, “ To enquire, into the fifhery on the 
“ Britifh coafts, how the fame may be rendered more beneficial to the jiation, by framing a 
“ general fifhery company,, compofed of fome of each of his three kingdoms; For which end, 
“ he herein promifes to ifliic like commiflions to Scotland and Ireland.”— Sec more of this 
under the year 1633. 

In the fame year 1630, Foedera, vol. xix. p. 219, &c. “/King Charles iflues a coramiflion, 
♦* wherein he takes notice of the deceitful making iof oux white clotlis, exported by the Mer- 
“..chant-adventurers Company, who have, frequently many confiderable fums ^duded from 
“ them by perfons they deal with beyond-lea, on acchunt of defers in Our fftid cloths, in 
“ point of laigth, breadth, and Weight v whereby our clot^, in/general, are depreciated in fo- 
“ reign parts. Wherefore, heapfwl^ts/theih'commlfnohers for of Soincrfcr, 
““ Wilts, Glouceffer, and Oxon, to fee i^e ilatutes for the right making of white cloth put in 
execution, and that the fearcbers and oyerfeers do. their dfuty.” ' , 

In Foedera, vol. xix. 11.2x9, Ac. wc have a treaty of -peace and commerce between King 
Charles I. of England, and King Philip IV. of Spain, figned at Madrid. 

3 What 
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1630 What relates tp cottimerce is to the following eifeft, viz. 

Articles Vll, anil XVill. ‘‘ The fame artioles or conditions of commerce are hereby t;e- 
“ newed, that exilted before the war broke out between Queen Elizabeth and King Philip ll. 
“ and as. Aipulated in the nitith and twenty-fecond articles of the year 1604. 

VIII. “ The merchant Ihips, and Ihips of war of botli Kings, fo as the latter do not exceed 
“ eight in number, may freely refort to the ports of both countries, and may there take in pro- 
“ vifions, refit their Ihips, and trade as by ancient treaties. But Ihips of war fliall remain no 
“ longer than till they have refitted and reviftuallcd. Neither lhall a greater number of them 

come into any port of the other party, without fpecial leave obtained from the fovcrcign of 
“ that port: nor lhall they, under colour of lawful commerce, fupply the enemy of either 
“ party with proyilions, nor with naval or warlike ftorcs. 

XI. No new impofitions lhall be laid in Spain, on thd merchandize of that country, 
“ brought away by the Englilh in their own Ihips. 

XIX. “No difturbance Hull be given in Spain to the Englilh trading thither, on account 
“ of confcieiice, where no fcaiidal lhall be given. 

XX. “ Where any goods prohibited are exported, none but the deliitquents lhall be pu- 
“ nilhed for the fiime : nor lhail any thing more be forfeited but the faid goods. 

XXI. “ Tlic effeds of perfons dying in either country, lhall be fccured for the benefit of 
“ their heirs, &c. 

XXIII. “ In cafe of a rupture hereafter between the two nations, fix montl>s fliall be al- 
“ lowed both parties to remove their effefts. 

XXIV. “The fliipS.of neither party lhall be detained in the ports of the other party, 
“ nor lhall be employed for warlike, or other purpofes, without the confcnt of their own 
“ fovereigns.” 

In the fame volume, p. 235, we have another of King Charles’s proclamations agaiiift the 
growing of tobacco in England and Ireland ; where, it feems, great quantities were ftillraifed. 
And, after inveighing, like his father’s and his own wonted manner, againll the inordinate ufe 
of tobacco, which he here terms an ulclefs weed, he again forbids the importation not only of 
all foreign tobacco, without his licence, but even that the quantity of tobacco from Virginia, 
the Somcr ides, and Caribbee ifles, be annually limited by himfelf, and that none be imported 
but into the port of London only. 

Tn Mr. Munn’s judicious book, entitled, England’s' Treafurc by Foreign Trade, publilhed 
after his death by his fon, in the year 1664, treating of the advantages of permitting the free 
exportation of our own coin, as well as of foreign bullion, he obferves, “ That Ferdinand I. 
“ the Grand Duke of Tufeany, was very rich in treafure, and enlarged his trade, by lending 
“ to merchants great fums of money, at a low intereft : that myfclf had forty thoufand crowns 
“ of him, gratis, for a whole year ; although he knew that I would prcfently fend it away in 
“ fpecie to Turkey, to be employed in wares for his country ; he being, well afluted, that in 
“ this courfe of trade, it would return again, according to the old faying, with a ducll in the 
“ mouth. — By his thus encouraging of commerce, within thefe Airty years, the trade of liis 
“ port of Leghorn is fo much increafed, that of a poor little town, as I myfelf knew it, it is 
“ now become a fair and llrong city.” 

It is probable that Mr. Munn might write this book about the year 1660,. and was at Leg- 
horn alxiut this year 1630. 


In 



344 inSTORICAt AN D CHRONO LOG 1 C A L !>EX)UCTI01f 

A,}>. * ^ 

1630 In this fame year, the Dutch Weft India Company again invaded Brafil, with better fuccefs 
than before, and poflefled tbemfelves of the city of Olinda there, with the entire province of 
Fernaiubuquc ; and afterwards they gradually extended their con^acfts much further into that 
country. 

, We ihall clofe this year 1630, according'to our late old ftile, with fome more of Kijv^ 
Charles^ monopoly projefts, fsom the Fcedcra, voL xix. p» 23O 2:41, viz. his cxclufive 

grants or charters to one David Ramfay, a great projeftor in thofe days^ for the following pre- 
tended new inventions, viz, 

I. To multiply and make faltpetre in any open field of only four acres of ground, fuffi* 
cient to ferve all our dominions. 

II. To raife water from low pits by fire, 

III . To make any fort of mills to go on Handing waters, by continual motion, without 
the help of wind, weight, or horfe. 

IV. “ To matte all forts of tapeftry without any weaving-loom, or othet way ever yet in 
ufe in this kingdom. 

V. “ To make boats, fnips, and barges, to go againft ftrong wind and tide. 

VI. ** To make the earth more fertile than ufual. 

Vil. “ To raife water from low mines and coal-pits, by a way never yet in nfe, 

*VIII. “ To make hard iron foft, and likewife copper to be tough and foft; wliich is not in 
“ ufe in this kingdom. 

IX. ** To make yellow wax white very fpccdily.’’ — 'This man feems to have had as fruitful 
** a brain as even any of the famous year 1720. 

Another projeft, p. 242, &c. in this fame year, was, ** For the conveying of certain fprlngs 
of water into London and Weftminfter, from within a mile and a half of Hodfdon, in 
** Hertfordftiirc, by the undertakers, Sir Edward Stradling and John Lydc,’’ tlie projedor 
being one Michael Parker. For defraying the cxpcnccs whereof, King Charles grants them 
‘‘ a fpccial licence to ereft and publifli a lottery or lotteries ; according,’* fays this record, 
to the courfc of other lotteries heretofore ufed or praftifed.” Which is the firft mention of 
lotteries cither in the Foedcra or Statute-book, And, for the folc privilege of bringing tlie 
fiiid waters in aquedufts to London, they were to pay four ihoufand pounds per annum into 
the Ki rg’s exchequer: and, the better to enable them to make the faid large annual pay- 
ment, the King grants them leave to bring their aquedufts through any of his parks, chaccs, 
lands, &c. and to dig up the fame gratis.” 

We Ihould alfo obferve, that, in this fame year 1630, a fpecial licence was granted by King 
Charles, for importing of horfes ; and another for exporting of dogs. 

^631 A projeft was now authorifed by King Charles, for the folc ufe of an invention for the dc- 
defence of marfh-lands from inundations from the fea. The projeftor to pay twenty ihillings 
.annually into ^he Exchequer. — Fcedcra, vol, xix. p. 251. 

' In the fame volume of the Foedera, p. 287, we meet witli the firft eflay for the coining of 
milled money in England, by mills and prefles, in the beautiful method praftifed in our days, 
In a commiffion from King Charles to Sir William Balfour, then Lieutenant of the Tower 
of London, Inigo Jones, Efquire, furveyor of the King’s works, and five others ; who were 
“ thereby direfted to examine the praftice thereof by the undertaker, Nicholas Bryitt, a Lor- 
rainer, who, for that purpofe, had gold and filvcr bullion delivered to him by Sir Robert 
Harley, matter of the mint.” 

f la 
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1631 In p. 3011, ©rtUe feme . volnnjft^ we have King Cfeerlcs’s comnaifiion to’ fcveral great officers 
of ihrte, &c. To confi^r of, and report to him, the prefent ftate of Virginia, and of the 
product, cermmoditfes, jcc. moft proper to l» railed and advanced in that plantation ; 
further fcttlement and advancement.” 

XJnder the feid year 1631, and in the^nineteenth volume, p- 303, of the Fcedera, we find, 
that Quebec, in Canada, liad been %tdn feized on by Captain Kirk, in the year 1629, before 


heluiew of theconclufion of peace between England and France that feme year: “ Where- 


“ fore King Charles how gives a promife, under his figo>manual, to his brother-in-law, 
** Louis Xlll. of France, that, as foon as commiffioners from him Ihould arrive at Canada, 


“ his people Ihould deliver up to France the feidfortrefs and town (habitatie) of Quebec: 


“ And that whatever had been embezzled therein Ihould be reftored to the French.” 


The late King James having, it feems, in the twentieth year of bis reign, granted letters- 
patept, which we have not before met with, for the foie ufe of a new method of making hard 
foap, with a material called berilia, without the ufe- of any fire in the/nakiifg thereof ; as alfo 
for burning and preparing of bean and peas-ftraw, kelp, fern, and othe/ vegetables found in his 
Majefty’s dominions, into pot-alhes, for the making of foap, he, in the fame nineteenth vo- 
lume, p. 323, &c. “ grants a frelh patent, for fourteen years, to the old patentees, Roger 
“ Jones and Andrew Palmer, jointly with Sir William Rullell, &cc. for further improving 
“ the faid inventions, and for their foie ufe thereof.” This monopoly brought ten thoufand 
pounds into the Exchequer. 

In p. 329, of the feme volume, that King again prohibits the eating of flefh in Lent, Uc: 
as in his former ones. 

In p. 335, of the nineteenth volume of the Foedera, we have King Charles’s proclamation 
“ for rellraining the excefs of the private or .clandcftine trade carried on to and from the Eaft 
“ Indies, by the officers and failors in the Company’s own Chips.” But wh^ is more foe 
our purpofc, is, the catalogue tlrerein exhibited of the wares and merchandize licenfed to be 
exported to India, and alfo of thofe licenfed to be imported from thence, viz. 

« Goods allowed to be exported to India : — Perpetuanas and drapery, pewter, faffron, 
“ woolicn-ftockings, fitk-ftockings and gartersj ribband-rofes edged with gold-lace, beaver- 
“ hats, with gold and filver-bands, felt-hats, ftrong-waters, knives, SpaniCh leather Chocs, iron, 
“ and looking-glalfcs.” 

“ Goods which might be imported from India :— Long pepper, white pepper, white pow- 
“ der fugar preferved, nutmegs and ginger preferved, myrabolans, bezoar-ftones, drugs of all 
forts, agate heads, blood-ftoncs, roulk, aloes-fucatrina, ambergreafe, riclt carpets of Perfia, 
and of Cambaya, quilts of fetln, taffaty, painted callicoes, benjamin, damaCks, fetins and taf- 
fades of China, quilts of China embroidered with gold, quilts of Pitania embroidered with 
iilk, galls, worm-feeds, fugar-candy, china-diChesan i puflancs, (/. e, porcelain) of all forts.” 
By thi^ catalogue, differing not a little from our modern India cargoes, we may learn, that 
many rich and ufefiil commodities were then imported from India, and tliat china-ware or por- 
celain was then come into ufe in {Europe, although this is the firfi authentic mention thereof 
to be met with in the Fcedera, Botero, indeed, mentions it Co early as in the year 1590 ; and 
it is again mentioned in 1593. But neither tea nor coffee were as yet brought home by our 
India Chips. 

In p. 338, vol. xix. of the Fadera, King Charles, confirmed a grant made by King James, 
for incorporating the lUrch-tnakers of London ; who were to pay the King one riiouland five 
Voi. II. X X hundred 
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163 c hundred pounds the firft y(^r> turo thquf&nd five Jiundred .pounds tbe iecond year, and for 
every focceeding year three tboufattd five bundr^ pounds. And as, for the playing-card mo- 
itoopoly, the King bought them all of the company, and fold them out again at a much higher 
price. , ^ .v„: , • ' ■ 

In this fame year, a latge Spanilh fleet, attempting to cut ofFthe communication between 
Holland atij^ Zelapd, were utterly overthrown by the Dptch Admiral Hollar, who took their 
whole fleet, and near five thoufand failors. 

In a lift of offices filled up io the nineteenth volume, p. 346, of the Foedera, there is a grant 
to William Frisell, and others, of the office of poftmafter fiar foreign parts, in reverfion. — 
And, in the following year, in the fame volume, p. 3S5, we learn, that t^s office had been firft 
erefted by King James, without naming the year. It Items, that before that firft appoint- 
ment, and eve^fmnetiffles fince,- private undertakers only, conveyed letters to and from fo- 
reign parts. King Charles, therefore, now ftridly enjoins, that none but his then foreign 
poftmafters do hetepfter prefume to exercife aniy part of that oflice. 

In p. 370 of the faid vol. xix. King Charles, in die feventh year of his reign, ereded, by charter, 
a fecond company for a trade to Africa, “ granted to Sir Richard Young, Sir Kcnelm Digby, 
** and fundry merchants ; to enjoy the foie trade to the coaft of Guinea, Binny, Ci. e. Benin) 
** and Angola ; between Cape Blanco, in twenty degrees of north latitude, and the Cape of 
« Good Hope, at about thirty-four degrees of fouth latitude, together with die ifles adjacent, 
for thirty-one years to come. Which charter prohibits not only his own fubjefts, (the 
patentees excepted) but likewife die fubje£ts of every other prince and ftate, fac etiam fub- 
“ ditis aliorum prindpum vtl flatus cujufcun^uej to trade or refort to or within the faid limits, 
“ on any pretence wliatfoever.” A very bold prohibition this, more efpccially as he well 
knew that the Portuguefc were long before ftrongly fettled on the coaft of Angola, &c. and 
what furcly he could never have been able to make good. Neither were any but thofe pa- 
tentees to import into his dominions any red-wood, fkins, wax, gums, dyers-grains, {grana 
“ tindona) nor any other merchandize, upon forfeiture of fbip and cargo. Andtbepaten- 
tecs were empowered to feize on all fhips and merchandize they fhould find within their 
“ bounds, contrary to this charter ; and might alfo fearch into the inner parts of Africa.” 

This charter is not to be found in the Foedera under the year 1631, but is only recited in 
the page before-mentioned, on the twenty-third of April, 1632, as havii^ been granted in the 
preceding year. “ And the King,” in the year 1632, “grants his protection to a fleet of 
“ ftiips, now fitted out by the above-named patentees, for the laid coaft of Africa, for com- 
“ mencing of commerce there, within the faid limits.” 

The patentees proceeded in crefting forts and warehoufes on that coaft, at a great expence . 
yet the feparate traders, then called by tlie Dutch term interlopers, again broke in upon this 
company, as they had done on that of the year 1618, and forced this trade, in a great degree, 
open again ; and fo it remained, till after the reftoration of King Charges II. which we thought 
beft to relate here, though one year out of its place. Yet in the year 1651, the Rump Parlia- 
ment granted a charter for five years to tjhe Eaft India Company, who made ufe of the caftles 
. and trade of the Gold-coaft, as lying in their way to the Ea^ Indies ^ and, it feems, found 
their account in this trade for fome time : /or here they landed their goods brought from Eng- 
land, and carried the gold which they tliere received into India i although it feems their capi- 
tal ftock for this trade never exceeded feventeen ^onfand four hundred pounds; therewith, 
however, they erefted two new forts. This third temporary company likewife licenfed fliips 



r63i to Wade to Guinea, for ten per citlt of tbcir cargoes, or three pouiads- per ton on the fhips.— 
A fine trade, truly, for this company, if it could have held long ! 

In the fold year 1631, taro feveiral attempts were made for difcovering a north-weft’ paip^e 
through Hudfon’s Bay to dhina, via. one by Captain Luke Fox, by the comnjand of King 
Charles, who arrived at Port Nelfpn, where he found the crofs and infcription formerly (trek- 
ed by Sir Thothte Button, which he renested for the King ; concerning which voyage, he 
afterwards publifoed a fmall quarto treatifo, of which vte 'have elfc where made mention; its 
title being (he North-weft Fox : and Captain Thomas James, in this fame year, was feut out 
by the merchants of Brrftol, and wintered in Hudfon's Bay, in latitude fifty-two, naming the 
country New South Wales, giving names alfo to fcvcral other Bays, capes, ^c. as Gape Hen- 
rietta Maria, &c. His account was alfo printed in the year 1633, by King Charles’s order.— 
The firft-named author, Captain Fox, thinks there is a paflage, though he milled it ; the lat- 
ter, however, is o'f opinion, that there is no great probability of any fuch paflage ; although 
he made more cottfiderable difeoveries In that bay than cither Hudfon,* Button, or Baffin had 
done: fo both thofe adventurers returned home, in the following year, unfuccefsful. 

In tliis year 1631, King Charles gave up the caftle of Briftol, with all its precinfts and in- 
habitants, to the faid city, to be for the future in all refpefis a part of that city, for the confi- 
dcration of nine hundred and fifty^niiie pounds to that King ; and of a fee-farm to be paid to 
him of forty pounds yearly : by Which confiderable siddition, the boundaries, or pomerium of 
the city of Briftol, was now above feven miles in circumference. 

1632 The port of Sallee, on the Barbary coaft, without the mouth of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
fouthward, being in rebellion againft its own monarch, die Emperor of Morocco; and being 
in the year 1632, become a mere neft of pirates, that Prince, defirous to reduce them to his 
obedience, but not having fufficient (hipping of hjs own for that purpofe, requefted the aflifto 
ance of King Charles I. of Great Britain. Accordingly, an Eiiglifli fquadron having blocked 
up that town towards the fca, whitft their own monarch befieged them on the land fide, they 
were forced to yield ■, and tliereupon tlieir fortifications were difmantled, their pirates executed, 
and three hundred captive Chriftians delivered into ouf King’s hands ; whereby, fays Dr. Hey- 
lin, p. 955, both he and the nation reaped great honour. 

King Charles I. having, about that fame time, built and newly repaired his naval aifenals, 
docks, ftorc-houfes, Ac. fo effeftually, that Leigh, in his Choice obfervations of all the Kings 
of England, printed in oftavo, in the year 1661, fpcaking thereof, fays, “That thofe naval 
edifices, Ac. erefted by him, arc fo magnificent, and uniVerfally ufeful, that they are become 
“ a principal pillar of the nation’s fupport, fo far as tltey relate to the naval defence of it ; af- 

fording a variety of employment by the manufaftore of cordage, as alfo by the careening 
“ and building of fliips.”— Wliat more could he have faid, had he viewed Portfmouth, Ply- 
mouth, Chatham, SheCrnefs, Woolwich, and Deptford, in our days fo vaftfy improved, en- 
larged, and beautified'? 

In this year died in battle, the evertenowned Guftavus Adolphus, King of Sweden : who, 
partly by his conquefts in'Germany, fome of which Sweden holds at this day, and his fup- 
porting the Proteftants, attd the liberty of that empire, greatly raifed tire reputation and power 
of his own nation i having alfo been the great patron of learning, by enlarging die appoint- 
ments of the profelibrs of his own miiveiiities, which were before greatly decayed. 

In this fame year 1632, a treaty of peace with France was concluded by King Charles T. of 
England, by which the giving up to France the countries of L’Acadie, part of Nova Scotia, 

X X 2 and 



34^ AN HtSTo&iCAt And ch tiONdtoott A x. totSuctiOK 

A» P« 

1632 and of Canada^ was iham^ly coAfinned*-See the Feedcara, td. lAtt p» 361. ' This tresty 
was in fubftance, 

“ I. and II. King Loais XIII, engages to pay iftto tbe bands of Sir {ftic Wake, King 
** Charles’s ambadBidor at Paris, the value of ^ charges of three Englilh flups } and to dc- 
liver up tbofe ihips new in his ports'of Dieppe and Calais. , 

III. King Charles Iball reftore to France all the places polTefied by the Engliih in Near 
** Francs^ L’Acadie, and Canada. Particularly Port Royal, fince named Annapolis Royal* 
*' the fort of Quebec, and Cape Breton. 

“ VIII. IX. X. XI. The fum of eighty-two thonfand feven hundred Uvres, ihall be paid 
“ to France for Ikins, knives, &c. found in Qpebec. And alfo the valne of the cargoes of 
feveral Ihjps taken the Englilh, as herein fpedfied. Alfo fixty thouiand fix hundred 
“ livrcs for five Ibips and their cargoes, taken by the Englilh." See vol. U- xi- of the 
General Coilej^n of Treaties. , 

Moreover, in anrcaty of commerce, con^uded on the fame day and year, between the faid 
two monarclis, it was ftipulated in fubftance, viz. 

“ Article HI. To prevent damages to merchants, by detaining their Ihips at lea, by the 
“ Ihips of war of either party, under pretence of lcarching.for contraband goods, there Ihall 
** not above three perfons, ar any one time, enter any fucb merchant Ihips, from any Ihip of 
“ war, to view or fea^ch their papers for any fuch contraband goods.— After which they lliall 
*• not Hop the faid merclsant Ihips, nor turn them out of their way. 

“ IV. The Ihips of both contrafling parties, Ihall give ten thoufand livres fccurtty, before 
** they fail out of the refpeflive ports of France and England, not to injure, nor attempt to 
“ injure, the Ihips and merchandize of either contrafting party 
The otlier articles relate only to the manner of treating prize Ihips and their men. 

To this fattd treaty of peace may be truly faid to be owing all die difputes we have had ever 
fince whh- France concerning North America : our King and his Minillers being fadly out- 
witted by Ricblieu’s fuperior dexterity. The three places now delivered up to France were 
not, it is true, thought of the fame importance then, as they arc fince found to be ; yet it 
was very obvious, even at that time, to any confiderate obfcivcr, that as thofe French colo- 
nies Ihould increafe in people and commerce, tbefe places would be of the utmoll importance 
to France, and very dangerous to England ; but more efpecially, our parting with Port Royal 
and Cape Breton is never to be excufed ; as the pofiellion of them gave to the French a fair 
pretext for their feuling on tlie fouth fide of the river St. Laurence, and thereby gradually 
claiming the refi of Nova Scotia, bordering on New England ; whereas, had the French been 
firifUy confiited to their original fettiements on Use north and north-well fides of that great 
river, the country is fo bad, and the trade thereof fo indilFereut, that before this time’ they 
would, in all probability, have abandoned them. 

Although ever fince the Hollanders ha 4 commenced hoftilitieS agamlt Spain, upon the ex- 
piration of their twelve years trut|| in tlic year i6ai, their trade and wealth were greatly iii- 
creafed, and individuals more efpecialiy became greatly enriched, within the lall eleven years 
of the war; yet the province of Holland, whklx bore the principal burden of that war, was, 
in its colleflive capacity, found to be in this year, 1632, lio left than fifty-five millions of 
guilders in debt, or arrears : that province alone bearing by the original union of Utrecht, 
fifty-eight per cent of the whole annual charge of the war. 


In 
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163^: III the iuo«^eiith 365# of the Foe^cra, we fee Kmg Charles’s patent for foar- 

teen years,/* fqr the fb^t ulh and profit of an engine for diving in t^ic fea and other deep 
‘‘ wiMcrs, for goods and treaihre*’’^ : , \ ,v 

P..371, there is alfo another patent to a phyfician, pretending** to have, by long 
b “fiudy and great expence, found put the following fix whitnfical fecrets, viz. 

. .<M. Ah hifirument) which may be called the Wind-mate ; very profitable when common 
** winds fail, ibr a more fpeedy paflageofcalified ihips and vefiels, on feas and rivers. 

** II. The Fifli-call, or a looking glafs forfilhes inthefca; very ufeful for filhermen to 
** call all kinds of filhes to their nets, fears, or hooks : as feveral calls are needful for fbwlers 
** to call fievetal kinds ' of fowls or birds, to. their tuts or fnares.” All naturalifts feem lo 
** agrees that fifh ha ve no auditory faculties. 

** III. A Water-lMiWy ibr the more fpeedy prefervation of boufes on land, and Ihips at fea,- 
** from fire. ' 

** IV. A Building- mouldy or fionp-prefs,- very requifite for the building of churches-or 
** great boufes; by which. Hone windows, door cafes, chimney pieces, &c. are made more 
“ fpeedily,; without hewing, catting, fawing, carving, or engraving. As alfo for the mak- 
** ing of bricks and tiles more beautiful to the eye, and more durable againfi: foul weather ; 
** being as fraooth as glafs, on the one fide, or end,, with divers colours and . works, as if 
** carved by curioUi workmen. 

** V. A moveable Hydraulic, or chamber Weather-call, like a cabinet; which, being' 
“ pLiccd in a room, or by a bed fide, ciufeth fwcet fleep to thofe, who either by hot fevers, 

or otherwife, cannot take reft : and it withal alters the dry hot air into aniore moiilening 
“ and cooling temper, either with mufical founds or without. 

** VI. Thc Correfted-crane,'by wliich wine, oil, or any other liquor, may be transfufed 
“ from one vefiel, which cannot well be removed, to another remote : as alfo water may be 
“ drawn from one place to another, without smy fucking or forcing by die mouth, as vint- 
** ners and others ufe to do.” 

All thefc were exclufivc for fourteen- years^ paying die yearly rent of ondipound fix fliillings 
and eight-pence, into the ExPhequer. , 

Thefc aroefuch fingular projcfls as are worth the rccordingv purely for their novelty and 
were they any where" clfe, but in fo authentic a colleftion of. our records, would probably be 
regarded in no other fenft than as a burlefquc on many other projefts of this age ; as alfo on 
the famous year 1*720. 

In this nineteenth volume, p. 374, .of die Foedera, King Charles once more ifliies a pro- 
clamation againft the refiding of die nobility and gentry conftantly with their families in Lon- 
don. Wherein, befide the pfual topics in- former ones, he remarks, ** that, by redding in 
'* London with their families, a great part of their money and fubfiance is drawn from the 
'* ieveral counties whence it arifcdi, and fpent-in the city on excefs of appareh provided from 
“ foreign parts, to the enriching of other natm^ and the unncccfl'sry confuniption of a 
“ great, part of die tteafure of this realm : andspother vain delights and cxpcnccs, even to 
“ the wafiing of their eftates. That this alfo draws grest numbezs of loofe and idle people to 
!* London and Weftmiafter, whicli thereby jre not fo eafily governed as. formerly, -the pooi s 
“ rates inereftfed, and provifions enlianccd. For all which rcafons, they arc now limited to 

* forty days, from the date hereof^ to depart with,, their families from. London, , Wcftminller, 

* and thek fubuebs, and to refide on thek eftates.” 


After 
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1632 After reading of tliis, and iimilar (>roclaniations, c^n any one wond^ It this King’s being 
termed arbitrary, and of his getting (o many enemies amongft bis fubje^s : .fince Qten of the 
greatcft fortunes were hereby pofitively debarred a liberty, which, bting iaitoceAt in itfelf; the 
nicaneft free fubjeft would never patiently part with, of remaining where he likes beft^Even 
this command was not without a view to the King’s ernolument ; finoe thofe not 

obey punftually, were condemned in grievous fines by the Star-chamber^ for the Kihg’s ufc. 
*Ibid. p.'^76, we are again entertained with that King’s fi:c(h order againft eating of flclh in 
Lent, and on other fall days. 

Ibid. p. 386, King Charles, in this fame year, licenfes the Eaft India Company to export 
forty thoufand pounds in foreign gold bullion, to Perfia and India, in lieu of fo much of the 
one hundred thoufand pounds, which by Kiiig James’s charter, they were impowered ati- 
luially to export thither in foreign filver bullion. 

A dearth of provifions continuing, King Charles, p. 387, ibid, prohibits the exportation 
of corn for one jy;ar to come. And by the fame proclamation, he renews a former one, 
againft the exportation of wool, fuUers-earth, and leather. 

In the fame vol. xix, p. 396, King Charles’s fpecial warrant to his treafury declares, “ that, 
iiotwitbftanding the laws and cuftoms of England forbid the exportation of any gold and 
“ filver to foreign parts, either in coin or bullion; yet, he being defirous to cultivate the 
“ friendftiip of his moft dear brother King Philip IV. of Spain, and of the merchants of the 
“ Spanilh Netherlands, grants a licenfe for the faid merchants to export gold and filver, either 
in our coin or otherwife, being tlie produce of the merchanebze they Ihall import into 
“ England, as far as the amount of two tlioufand pounds fterling, in every fliip returning 
“ home; fo as the faid money be exported within the fpace of one hundred days from their 
“ unlading the merchandize they import, until wc fhall otherwife ordain. Any ftatutc or 
cUftom to the contrary notwithftanding.” 

In the fame vol. xix. p. 403, ibid. “ King Charles difpenfes with Qaten Elizabeth’s pro- 
“ liibition of the year 1564, againft the mcrehant-adventarers marrying foreign wives beyond 
“ fca, or hftding lands or tenements there, upon pain of being disfranchized. This he did 
“•in behalf of four perfons herein n^ed. Provided they did not keep their wives atiy where 
“ out of England, and that tlieydifpofc of their foreign lands in a limited time.*’ 

In the EngliftiEaft India Company’s vindication, in the year 1681, before the Privy Coun- 
cil, in anfwer to the allegations of the Turkey Company, amongft other points for ftiewing 
the great difficulties attending an Eaft India trade, itisaiTerted, that although formerly they 
had a ftock of one million five hundred thoufand pounds, yet in fifteen years time, viz. from 
j6i 7 to 1632, their whole profit was no more than twelve and one-half per cent. 

The crown being impowered, by the ftatutes of the fourth of King Edward III. and the 
twenty-eighth of King Henry VIII. from time to time to fix the prices of wines in England, 
King Charles, as per vol. xix. p. 405, of the Fcedera, fixed the following prices for one year 
certain, viz. 

“ I. Canary, Mufcadcl, and Al^nt wines, to be fold in grefs at fixteen pounds per pipe ; 
and by retail at tWclvc-pcnce per quart. 

“ II. Sacks and Malagas at thirteen pounds per butt, in grofii ; and by retail at aine-pence 
“ per quart. ■ < 

“ III. The beft Gafeon and French wines at eighteen pounds per tonj in grofs ; and at 
“ fix-pence per quart by retail. 

“IV. Kochclle, 
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1632 “ IV. Rochelle, and other fmall and tliin wines, at fifteen pounds per ton, in grofs ; and 

at five-pence per quart by retail. 

“ Thefe fevfcfal prices to hold at all the ports where the faid wines ftiall be landed, and 
'*^|Ithin ten miles thereof ; but for every thirty miles of land carriage beyond the faid ten 
^Rks, there fhall be allowed four pounds per ton, and one-penny per quart, for the faid 
“ carriage, to be added to their prices.*’ This method of compelling merchants to any fixed 
price for their merchandize would now be deemed equally unjuft and iiuprafticable. 

VT Here we fee, that the beft French wines in thofe times fold at a much lower price than 
the beft Spanifh wines did : and this difference held pretty near the fame in the reign of his 
fon King Charles 11 . and (foch is the humour of tire world) until the high duty laid on wines 
from France brought them into high efteem : ever fitice which period, French wines have 
been in much greater efteem than Spanifh or Portugal wines. , 

Tliis fame year gave birth to the fine and now profperous colony of Maryland, being a part 
of what was then reckoned Virginia. * 

Sir George Calvert, Secretary of State, he or his fon being afterwards created Lord Balti- 
more, having, in the years 1621 and 1622, obtained of King James a grant of part of New- 
foundland, he fome time after removed thither with his family ; but he foon found it to be 
one of the worft countries in the habitable world. Whereupon he returned back to England ; 
and “ he being a confeientious Roman Catholic,” fays Sir William Keith, in his Hiftory of 
Virginia, “ was inclined to retire with his family to fome part of Virginia, there quietly to 
“ enjoy the free cxercifc of his religion; for which purpofe he went thither hinifclf,” in or 
about the year 1631 : “ hut being dilcouraged by tlic univcrfal diflike which he perceived the 
“ people of Virginia had to the very name of a Papift, he left Virginia, and went further up 
the Bay of Chefapeak : and finding there a very large traft of land, commodioufty watered 
“ with many fine rivers, and not yet inhabited by any Chriftians, he returned for England, 
“ and reprefented to the King, tliat the colony of Virginia had not as yet occupied any lands 
“ beyond the fouth bank of Potowmack River:” whereupon he obtained a prom ife of the 
King’s grant of that unfettled country. But he dying before the grant was made out, his fon 
Ca:cilius took it out in his own name, on the twentieth of June, 1632; the Kinghimfelf 
naming it Maryland, in honour of his Queen Henrietta Maria. It is held by the Lords Bal- 
timore of the crown, in free and common foccage, as of the King’s honour of Windfor, 
yielding and paying yearly forever, at Windfor Caftle, if demanded, two Indian arrows : by 
which charter this Lord-Proprietary has as plenary or fovercign a power as any in America ; 
having the foie right to all the quit rents of land therein, which he ihall grant out to his land- 
holders, who, however, arc empowered by the crown to lay on all proper taxes, &c. in their 
general courts, compofed of their reprefentatives, duly elefted, and of the council ; and the 
governor is always to be appointed by the faid Lord-Proprietary, with the King’s approba- 
tion. In other refpefts, the King has no concern with the government of Maryland, any 
further than relates to commerce, and to his cuftoaii on merchandize, as alfo to the Adml- 
ralty-jurifdiftion, which our King has wifely retained in all our colonies in America : and, 
with refpeft to thefe laft mentioned points, tho governors of this and all other charter as well 
as regal colonics, are obliged to obey the direftions of the King and Council, as alfo fuch 
orders as fliall, from time to time, be font to them from the Lords Commiflioners for I’radc 
and Plantations, fince the creflion of that moft ufeful Board. 


The 
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1632 The ifland of Montferrat was now firft planted by Sir Thomas Warner, governor of the 
neighbouring ifle of St. Cliriftophers, who brought a colony thither from Irelandj and was 
alfo appointed its firft governor. At firft the planters thereof fent great quantities of Indigo 
to England; though, of late years, they have run almoft entirely into tho fugar tt|de,'with 
fome little cotton and ginger. It is about three leagues in length, and nearly t4||pnie in- 
bseadtliA It has thriven extremely well ; and may probably be inhabited by about four thou- 
fand five hundred white people, and about ten thoufand negro Oaves. It is better fupplied 
with frclh water than Antigua ; but has no good harbours, and is fomewhat dangerous of ap- 
proach, by reafon of the many rocks on its Ihorcs. 

In this lame year, according to the French hiftorian of tlie Caribbec ifles, publiftied in the 
year 165S, and already quoted, the Hollanders Weft India Company firft planted the fmall 
ifle of St. Euftatia, one of the faid ifles : being five leagues in compafs, and lying about three 
from St. Chriftopbers. It is xIk ftrongeft by nature of all thofc ifles, having bjit one good 
landing place ; wfiere, however, a few men might keep off a great army. It produces fugar ; 
but is chiefly ufcful to the Dutch by its commodious iituation for private, i. e. contraband or 
fmuggling, trade with all the European colonies in its neighbourhood, when they happen to be 
difappointed of fupplics from home-, it being always well ftocked with European merchandize 
for thofc ends. Some have made its white inhabitants to amount to five or fix thoufand, and 
its negroes to fifteen thoufand. 

While Sir Thoinas Warner was governor of St. Chriftopher, fome Englifli families in or 
about this year ventured to fettle on the ifland of Antigua, or Antego, in that neighbourhood ; 
although it was for fome time reckoned uninhabitable, becaufc it has no frefh water brooks, 
or fcarce any other but rain water preferved in ponds or cifterns. And, for that reafon, it 
was foon after quitted by tliem, and remained in a deferted condition, as we ihall fee, till after 
the reftoration of King Charles II. 

S633 In *633, the young Lord Baltimore, a Roman Catholic, carried two hundred perfons to 
ihis new colony of Maryland, moftly Papifts, for the reafon already related under 1632. 

This colony had in the beginning a very great advantage in being in the neighbourhood of 
fliat of Virginia, which was already fettled, from whence they fupplied themfelvcs at firft with 
fiefh meat, poultry, &c. fo that Maryland, being quickly and eafily fettled, became in a few 
years flourifhing and populous. It is therefore at length become a large and noble eftatc to 
my Lord Baltimore. 

In this province, as well as in that of Virginia, the planters live moftly in feparate fituations 
and not in towns, for the convenience of the great number of rivcrs> and of creeks and in-lets 
of the great Bays of Chefapeak and Dclawar, whereby they fo eafily convey their tobacco to 
the flrips ; fo that in neither of thofe colonies arc there as yet any towns of confiderable bulk 
or importance. For the greater planters have generally ftorehoufes witliin thcmfclves, for all 
kinds of neceflaries brought from Grcat^Britain, not only for their own confumption, but 
likewife for fupplying the lefler planters ahd their fervants, &c.— And, whilft that kind of 
ceconomy continues, there can be no profpeA of towns becoming confiderable in cither pro- 
vince ; which is fo far a benefit to their mother country, as witliout towns, wherein home 
manufafturcs and handicrafts are generally firft propagated, they maft continue to be fupplied 
from Britain with cloathing, furniture, tools, delicacies, &c, . 

^ The tobacco of Maryland, called Oroonoko> being ftrongcr than that of Virginia, is not 
jlaid to be fo generally agreeable to the Britilh tafte as the fwcet iceuted tobacco of the latter 
t colony) 
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1633 colony ; but the northern nations of Europe are &id to like it better ; and they arc thought 
to' raife about as much to^cco and to employ near as many Ihips as Virginia does. Its foil is 
in general extremely good, being moftly a kifelscountry. , . , 

Jn the fame year, the Parliament of Scotland reduced their national intereft of money from 
tiUlo dght per cent, . being nine years after it h^ bean fo reduced in England. 

By the management of Cardinal Richjicui Prime Minifter to the F rench King Louis XIII. 
a fubfidy treaty was, in this year 1633, concluded between France and Sweden, whereby 
. Louis agreed to pay Queen Cluiftiana of Sweden one million of Livres annually, “ for the 
“ defence of their common friends ; for fecuring tire Ocean and Baltic Sea; and for obtaining 
“ laftiog peace in the empire.” So fays the author of Richlieu's life; though it was well 
known to be principally intended for the depreffion of the, Houfe of Auftria. This was, 
probably, tire firft proper fubildy treaty between France and Sweden ; fince then frequently 
repeated. 

In the fo often quoted nineteenth volume of the Foedcra, p. 445, yve fee a long proclama- 
tion of King Charles L “ for preventing of frauds in the making of woollen cloths, in rcfpc£l 
“ of weaving, dying, milling, ftrctching, fealing, mcafuring, fearebing, &c.” Many or moll 
of which being, fince then, repealed or altered, we lhall not enlarge thereon. 

And in p. 47a, i6iJ, of tlie iame volume, ** our faid King grants a fpccial comroifTion for 
“ one Young, to go out with what Ihips, merchandize, and people he fhould judge proper, 
“ for the difeovery of the unplanted parts of Virginia, or any where elfc in America, not 

polllllcd by any European power; and to fettle the fame as an Englilh colony, &c.” 

In the fame year he ifliies his proclamation, for regulating the retailers of tobacco in 
“ cities and towns ; wherein none but reputable and fufaftantial traders fhall retail the fame ; 
“ of whom a catalogue ihould be made for each city and town : and he cxprefsly prohibits all 
“ keepers of taverns, ale-houfcs, inns, viflualing-houfes, ftrong- water-fellers, &c. from re- 
“ tailing of tobacco.” How little feemed he in this, as in many other refpefts, to underftand 
his true intcreft. 

And, in p, 476, il/id. that King’s officers of tlie Board of Green Cloth complaining, in 
this fame year, “ that provifions of all forts were become dear of late years, whereby the an- 
“ nual charge of the King’s houfliold was much increafed ; the court of Star-chamber made 
*' an enquiry into the caufes thereof, and made fcveral regulations for keeping down the prices 
“ of provifions and horfe-meat in London and Wcllminfter, viz. 

“ I. That, for the future, taverns fhall forbear tlieir lately taken up praftice of felling 
** ficlli and fifh ; and that henceforth they are to fell notliing but wine, and bread to eat 
“ therewith. 

** II. Bakers fhall not make their bread above twelve or at molt thirteen to the dozen : 
“ whereas now they make fixteen ; which pinches the poor, 

“ III. Ordinaries Hull not take above two fhilUng^ per head for dining, wine included ; 
“.nor above eight-pence per head for a fervant attending his mailer. 

“ IV, Confidering the prefent prices of hay and oats, fix-pence per day and night for hay 
“ and llabling for a horfe, and fix-pence per peck for oats, lhall be fulficient, without taking 
“ any thing for litter. 

“ V. The inn-keeper may take one-penny only per horfe for llabling room, not being un- 
“ bridled, and going away tlie fame day ; and two-pence if he be unbridled and have hay, 
“ and goes away before night.” 

VoL. II. Y y 


In 
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*633 In this fame year, a Dutchman ereded a wind faw mill or engine for fawing of timber, on 
the river Thames oppofite Dnrham-yard in the Strand, London : by which machine, with 
the foie attendance of one man and one boy, as much work was faWed a$ twenty men can 
perform in the ufoal way. But this mctliod was afterwards put down, left our labouring peo- 
ple Ihould want employment. 

• How juft fuch fort of reafoning feems is fubmitted to the public ; lince, by a parity of rca- 
foning, alt wheel carriages, &c. ftiould be fuppFcfted. There is one fuch faw mill in being 
at the town of Leith, near Edinburgh, which alfo goes by wind : and, as there is no legal 
reftraint againft fo ufeful an engine, it is fomewhat ftrange, that in times, when ufeful hands 
were fo much wanted elfewhcre, it has never lince been attempted. Pofiibly the danger of 
popular clamour may have deterred men from purfuing it. 

It appears, in p. 511, of this nineteenth volume of the Fcedera, “ that the clerk of the 
“ market for the King’s houfhold had made fcvcral inquifitions by a jury, concerning the 
** ufual prices of grovilions : whereupon King Charles ilfucJ a proclamation, declaring, that 
“ the prices therein named were reafonable prices, to be obferved by poulterers, vidtualcrs, 
« wood-mongers, &c. within three miles of any of the gates of London.” 

A few of which prices here follow, for a fpecimen, viz. 

“ A turkey cock, in the poulterer’s fliop, four lliillings and fix-pence’ — A turkey hen three 
“ fliillings and four-pence. — A wild duck eight-pence. — A tame duck ciglit-pencc. — A par- 
“ tridge one Ihilling. — The beft fat goofe, in the market, two Ihillings. — The fame, in the 
“ poulterer’s Ihop, two Ihillings and four-pence.-— A capon fat and crammed, the bell in the 
“ market, two Ihillings and two-pcncc; and in the poulterer’s Ihop two Ihillings and fix- 
“ pciKc.— The beft fat and crammed pullet, in the poulterer’s fhop, one fliilling and cight- 
“ pence ; and of the fecond fort one Ihilling and fix-pence. — A hen of the bell fort, in the 
“ market, one Ihilling; and in the poulterer’s fliop one Ihilling and two-pcnce. — A chicken of 
“ the beft and largeft fort, in the market, five-pence; and in the poulterer’s fliop fix-pence. — 
“ A rabbit the bell, till Allhallowtide, fevcn-pcncc ; and from tlicncc to Lent, eight-pence. — 
“ A dozen of wild pigeons one fliilling and eight-pence; and a dozen of tame ones fix 
“ Ihillings.— Three eggs for one penny — A pound of the beft fait butter four-pence halt- 
“ penny. — And of the beft frclh butter, from All-Souls to May-day, fix-pence, and the fecond 

fort five-pence —A pound of the beft frclh butter, from May-day to All-Souls, five-pcncc , 
*• and the fccotid fort, four-pence. — A pound of tallow caudles made of wick three pence 
“ lealfpenny ; and of cotton four-pence.” ' 

From the above rates it appears, that moll of the ufual eatables, Ac. for the middling or 
lower ranks of people, were near one-third cheaper than in our days. For wc have piir- 
pofely omitted pheafants, cygnets, Ac. from the prices of which no true judgment can he 
formed of tlic rate of living then and in our days. But the price of wheat, malt, Ac. ar this 
time happened not to be proportion.ably cheaper : yet, as butcher’s meat, malt liquois, houfc 
rents, fuel, Ac. were confiderably cheaper, we conceive it to be a very fair conclullon, that 
the rate of living then, compared to what it is in our days, is nearly as two is to three. 

In the catalogue of offices beftowed in this year 1633, by King Charles, i&id. wc find John 
Ilowe is appointed Conful General in the kingdom of Portugal: which is the firft inftance of 
that office in Portugal to be found in the Foedera. 

The author of part. iii. p. 93, of the Prefent State of England, publiftied in the year 1683, 
acquaints us, “ that lacquer-varnilh, which, imitating the gold colour, has faved much coll 

“ formerly 
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1633 “ formerly beftoyred on the gilding of coaches, Sec. was, in this year r633, fit ft brought iRt® 
“ ufe In EngUnd, bytheingenious Mr. Evelyn, of Says>couit, lieai^ Deptford.” 

Iii this year silfo, a new and great aftbeiation or C0in|»ny was formed in England, for carry- 
jnjon the fifliery; in which the Earl of Pentbroke, Sir William Courten, Sir John Harri- 
fon, Sir Paul Pindar, Sec. were concerned : and King Cliarles, for encouraging of thatlaud> 
able ptirpole. 

Firft, Enjoined Lent to be niore ftriftly obforved. 

Secondly, He prohibited fi(h caught by foreigners to be imported : and. 

Thirdly,' He agreed to purchafe of that company his naval ftores, and the filh for his royal 
navy. This was in confequence of his commiiSon three years before, as mentioned under 
the year 1630. Yet all this, in a few years after, came to nothing, for want of judgment as 
well as honefty in the management of it : but as We have on; many other occafionsprefumed 
freely to cenfure this King’s conduA, we ought to do him the juftice to acknowledge, diat he 
did every thing in his power to promote this truly national deiign. . . 

1634 King Charles I. being determined on fitting out a formidable fieet, he now commands the 
city of London to fend to Portfraouth, at their foie charge, their following quota of Ibips, 
being feven in number, with ordnance, tackle, Stc. for twenty-fix weeks, for tlxe following 
year 1635 ; ai)d fimilar conunands were fcnt 'to the otlier lea^port towns, for their .proportion- 
able quotas, via. 

One (hip of nine hundred tons, and three hundred and fifty men. 

One ftiip of eight hundred tons, and two hundred and fixty men. 

Four, of five hundred tons each, and two hundred men. 

And one of three hundred tons, and one hundred and fifty men. 

This is properly the firft year of that King’s Ihip money projeft, which fo much contribut- 
ed to his ruin. 

At this time, according to James Howcl’s life of King Louis XIII. of France, that king- 
dom being in perfeft tranquillity, many wholcfome laws were made for the fuppreffion of 
luxury, and finery of apparel.— -A new company of merchants was eftabliihed for New France ; 
and Paris had her (kirts enlarged ; the Thuilleries and part of St. Germain being brought 
within her inclofurc. 

In vol. xix. p. 546, of the Fcedera, we find that King Charles appoints Sir Sackvillc 
“ Crowe to be his ambalfador in T urkey ; with tlic ufual powers for nominating of the con- 
** fuls there, Stc.” He remained in Turkey many years in that honourable ftation ; but was 
loudly complained of in print, after the King’s death, for his cruel and arbitrary proceedings 
during his ciijoymeiit of tliat office. 

On tlie next page 547 of the fame volume, King Charles, by his own foie authority, lays 
a duty of four (hillings per chaldron on all fea coial, ftone coal, or pit coal, exported from 
England to foreign parts. 

And, p. 554, ibid, he jlTues a proclamation againft the landing of tobacco any where clfe 
in England but at the cuftom-houfe quay of London : for the better preventing the de- 
frauding his Majefty of thft duty thereon. Alfo againft planting of tobacco in England and 
Ireland, ftill much pra&ifed, and again'ft the Importation of tobacco-feed. 

In the fame page and year, that King grants an cxclufive patent, for fourteen years, “ for 
** the art and myftery of affixing of wool, filk, and other materials, of divers colours, upon 
linen cloth, filk, cotton, leather, and other fubftances, wiffi oil, fize, and other cements i 

Y y 2 to 
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1634 “ to make them ufeful ^ad fcrvicwblc for hangings, 8cc. paying ten ponnda y«»Iy intp the 
“ Exchequer for Ihe'fame.’' 

The tobacco planters in VIrgiriSa, icc, being kept poor by the exorUtant prices which nier> 
chants made them pay for their neceffiuries from England, King Charles, for the keeping up 
of the price of. tobacco, and for preventing tire planters from fending any of it direAly to 
•foreign pa^s, whereby be might be deprived of his cuftom thereon, iflbed a tfoclaration, “ that 
•‘ he now -refolved to take the foie pre-emption of all tobacco into his own hands, at a rea- 
•• fonable price. He therefore grants a fpecial commiffion to a number of gentkmen and 
*• merchants, to tranfad this afiair for him.” . 

The Kit^, however, is not now fo lavhSr of his reflediOns on the malignity of tobacco as 
formeiiy, beginning to find the benefit arifing from his cuftom thereon : he therefore now 
obferves, •• that in the colonies of Virginia, the Somer Hies, and Caribbees, being but in 
•• their infoncy, the cluefoft commodity lhat muft fupport them, and enable them to ralfe 
“ more ample commodities, is this of tobacco.” See the Foedera, vol. xix, p. 560. 

In this year 1634, the Dutch Greenland Company made an experiment of the poflibility 
of the human fpecies living through a whole winter at Spitzbergen •, till now believed to be 
impolfible. They left ieven of' their faUors to winter there ; and one of tlrem kept a diary 
thereof from the eleventh of September to the twenty-fixth of February following, when they 
were fpent with the feurvy, and their limbs quite benummed with cold, till they could no 
way help themfelves : they were all feven found dead, in the houfe they had built for them- 
felves, at the return of the Dutch Ihips, in 1635. Had any of thofc men lived till the next 
Ihips arrived, a Dutch fort would, without doubt, have been ereded there. 

As for the claims of feveral different European nations to a monopoly of the filhery of 
whales at Spitzbergen, they ftood thus for fome years after diis time, viz. 

I. The Englifti alleged, their having been the firft difeoverers, by Sir Hugh Willoughby, 
in the year 1553. 

II. But the Dutch denied his having been fo for north as Spitzbetgen, and alleged, their 
having firft difeovered it, in 1396. 

III. The Danes laid claim to it, as a fuppofed part of Old Greenland, poflefled by them at 
a very early period; but, if prior drfeovery gave any juft exclufive right to a country unin- 
habited and uninhabitable, it is moft probable that the BHcayners, who were the firft whalc- 
filhers of later ages, had the bell right to it. 

Since thofe times, however, all nations have wifely dropped their.exclufive pretenfions ; and 
that part of the icy world remains now alike free to all nations for this filhery. 

A patent had, it feems, been granted by King Charles, the preceding year, and is in this 
year confirmed, p. 561, vol. xix, of tlw Foedera, “ for the foie prafticc of an invention, 
“ for the faving of much fuel, and for preventing much of the offence of fmoke ; to the 
“ great benefit of all people, and more cfpcciaJIy of brewers, dyers, foap boilers, fait makers, 
“ &c.” 

Alfo, il/td. p. 564, “ another patent for the foie invention of cleanfing, grinding, &c. of 
“ indigo : for which monopoly forty marks were to be paid: annually into the Exchequer.” , 

The next record, p. 366, ibij. is- a proclamation “ for regulating the manufacture of foft 

foap ; and for preventing the importation of filh-oil-foap,' and all other foreign foaps : and 
“ that the faid foft foap, made by the Weftminfter foap company, ihall not be fold for more 
“ than three-pence per pound. V 

And, 
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1634 And, p< 5^,' iiv« limtwo moi«exc!u^vepro}e£ts, viz. 

Firft, ‘* A new invented engine, fpr the earing and plowing of' land, without horfcs or 
“ oxen I for which twenty poimdf was'to be paid yearly into the Exchequer. And, 

** Secondly, Another for an engine, for getting up of fhips and goods funk in the fca.” 

In the fame nineteenth volume of the Foedera, p. 57a, we have the original rife of Sedan 
' Chairs in London, being KingCharles’s grant to Sir Sanders Duncomb, viz. 

“ That whereas the ftreets of our cities of London and Weftminfter, and their fuburbs, 
are of late fo much enconabered with the unneceflary multitude of coaches, that many of 
our fubjefls are thereby expofed to great danger; and the ncce^ry ufe of carts and carri- 
“ ages, for provilions, thereby much hindered ; 'and Sir Sanders Duncomb’s petition, re- 
** prefenting, that in many parts beyond fea, people arc much carried in chairs that are cover- 
ed, whereby few coaches arc ufed amongft them ; — wherefore we have granted to him the 
fede privilege to ufe, let, and hire, a number of the faid covered chairs for fourteen years.” 
It feems that one John Day, citizen arid fworn broker of London, had, for three years 
paft, printed and publiflied weekly bills of the foveral rates or prices of all commodities in the 
principal cities of Chriftendom ; " which” fays this King’s grant to him this year, ” has ne- 
“ ver yet been brought here to that perfeflion anfwerable to other parts beyond fea ; by which 
“ neglcft within our city of London, (being one of the mother cities for trade in all Chrift- 
endom) our faid city is much difgraccd, and our merchants hindered in their commerce 
“ and correfpondcnce. — Wherefore, We grant unto the faid James Day, the foie privilege of 
“ vending the faid weekly bills for fourteen years.”— Foedera, vol. xix. 

N. B. We muft here do this King and his Privy Council the juftice to remark, that in the 
laft-raentioned cxclufive patent, and alfo in fome few former ones, there is aprovifo, “ That, 
“ if at any time, daring the faid term of fourteen.years, it (hall appear, that fuch grant is con- 
“ trary to law, or mifehievous to the ftate, or generally incon<>enient, .then, upon fignifica- 
“ tion made by us, under our fignet or privy-feal, or by fix er more of our Privy Council, 
“ under their hands, 'of fuch prejudice, &c. this our prefent grant lhall be void.” 

kS* This precaution was, probably, owing to many of this King’s exclufive grants having 
been declared, by trials at common law, to be illegal monopolies j which the King was there- 
fore obliged to revoke and make void. 

In the fame year, tlic Hollanders fcized on tlie fmall illc of Cnracoa, from Spain : which, 
being but eight leagues from the coaft of terra firma^ has given them an opportunity, of which 
they have ever fince availed themfelves, of carrying on a great illicit trade with the Spaniards : 
and though it be not fertile, the diligent Hollanders, however, have cultivated it into fine fu- 
gar and tobacco plantations. They have plenty of logwood and cattle ; and its town, of the 
fame name, is well fortified, and Is inhabited by rich merchants. The Dutch alfo pofllTs 
Bonaire and Aruba Ifles, near it, and which are fubj^l^to its Governor. They alfo poflefs the 
ifies of Saba and St. Euftatia, and part of St. Martins, all inconfiderable ifies near our ifiand 
of St. Chriftopher. 

King James having, in the third year of his reign, <605, incorporated the Gardeners of 
London, aod within fix* miles of it. King Charles now confirmed that charter. — Fcedera, 
vol. xix. p. 582. 

In p. 583, ihtd. we find, that the Company of Merchant-Adventurers of England had, in 
this fame y^ar, intereft enough, probably by the aid of their common purfe, to get King 
Charles to ifluc a proclamation, “ ftriftly prohibiting all perfons from exporting any white 
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1634 cloihs, coloured cloths, cloths dreflcd and dyed out of die vthites, SjJanifli cloths, bayes, 
“ kcrfics, perpetuanos, dockings, or any other EngJifh woollen commodities, to any part, 
“ citlrer of •Germany, or of. the Seventeen Provinces of the Netherlands ; fave Only to the 
“ mart and llaple towns of the faid Fellowfliip of Merchant-Adventurers for the time bcipg.” 
This proclamation further fubjoins : “ And, to the end that the faid trade may be hereafter 
rcducejJ and continued in an orderly and well-governed courfe, we do hereby declare our 
“ royal pleafure to be, that the faid Fcllowfhip of Merchant- Adventurers Ihall admit to the 
“ freedom of their faid trade all fuch of our fubjefts, dwelling in our city of London, and 
“ cxereiled in the profeflion of merchandize, and no fhopkeepers, (except they give over their 
“ (hops) as flndl defire the fame, for a fine of fifty pounds a-piecc; and thofc of the out-ports 
for twenty-five pounds a-piece. And that the fons and fen-ams of fuch as (hall be fo ad- 
“ mitted (hall pay, at their admifilon, twenty nobles, i. t. fix pounds thirteen (hillings and 
“ four pence a-piece. Laftly, that none #iall trade to the faid countries of Germany and the 
“ Netherlands, in any- of the fpecics of woollen goods above-named, but only fuch as are free 
of tlie Slid Fellowlhip.” 

riS* And inafmall treatife, intided, Free Trade, publilhcd in the year 1648, by J, Parker, 
a provifo is added, (not in the Foedcra) viz. Provided the London merchants make theni- 
** felves free by Midfummer ,i 63 S» thofc of the out-ports by Michaelmas 1635. But, if 
they fulFer thofe times to lapfe, they were-to pay double the refpeftive fums.” Parker, and 
others, who' were opponents of this company, allege, that, in this and preceding reigns, the 
Company conflautly made handfome prefents of annual new year’s gifts to the ininifters of 
ftate, for the continuance of their intcreft : as, for inftance, in the year 1623, to tlic Lord 
Treafurer two hundred gold pieces of twenty- two (hillings each, and a jpiece of plate: other 
prefents were alfo then made to the Duke of Buckingham, the Archbifiiop of Canterbury, the 
Lord Keeper, ^he LordPrefident, the Secretaries of State, &c. 

In this fame year, ibid. p. 583, we have a flagrant inftance of the fliameful as well as impo- 
litic bigotry of King Charles I. and Laud, Archbilhop of Canterbury ; who makes his report, 
(inter aliaj to the King, purfuant to his inttruftions, of the ccclcliaftical ftate of his province 
of Canterbury ; “ That the Dutch churches in Canterbury and Sandwich are great nurferies 
“ of inconformity.” And he prays his Majcfty, “ that fuch of the French, Italian, and 
“ Dutch congregations, as are born his fubjefts, may not he fuffered any longer to live in 
“ fuch a feparation as they do : and infinuated the danger of the church of England from a 
tolerati^^f foreign proteftants.” 

The WiTOtong of Norwich too were under the fame prohibition, though they pleaded the 
toleration granted to ibem by King Edward VI. and fo down to his then Majefty : but Laud’,s 
anfwcr was pofitivc, “ they muft obey.” And the King, againft the margin of this part of 
Laud’s report, wrote as follows .*^ Put me in mind of this at fome convenient time, when 
** I am at council, and I (ball ‘rtdrefs it.” 

Laud, it feems, thought it a great piece pf condefeenfion, in permitting thofc Walloon and 
DuUh, who were not born in England, to enjoy their own Way of worfhip, while he ordered 
that their offspring lliould be compelled to go to their own parKh churches. It is here necd- 
lefs to remark, how little that Prince underftood the true intcreft of his kingdom and of its 
commerce, in giving way to that wretched bigot. . ' 

Roger Coke, in his Detea ion of the Court and Stateof England, affirms, “ That Laud’s 
injunaionsfprtbefc foreigners cducatingthcirchildrch in a different profeffion from their 

“ own. 
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1634 “ own, forced one hundred and forty ikmilies into Holland j where they taught the Dutch 

the way of nianaging the woollen mannfoflure, which has proved of very bad confe- 
“ quencc to England/’ And, without 'doubt, fimtlar caufes will ever produce limilar ef- 
fcifts. 

In p. 492, of the nineteenth volume of the Foedcra, we find, that King Charles, by a pro- 
clamation, further ftrengthens the monopoly of his Soap Company, in Weftminfter, by pro- 
hibiting all perfons whatever, not free of that Company, from cither making or importing any 
foap. 

Ibid. p. 597, “ King Charles grants a licence to one Thomas Skipwith to make the river 
“ Soarc navigable, from its falling into the river T/ent up to the town of Leiccfter. — Skipwith 
“ yielding a tenth part of all the profits of fuch new navigation to be paid into the King’s ex- 
“ chequer.” It is noble and wife in Princes to encourage inland as well as foreign naviga- 
tion, as greatly beneficial to commerce ; but tins annexed condition to the above-named li- 
cence was, or at leaft in our days would be deemed, fordid and diigraceful. 

In. p. 601, ibid, that King renews his former proclamations, “ for prohibiting all dove- 
“ houfes, llables, cellars, warchoufes, &c. (except thofe of perfons of quality) from being 
“ paved with ftonc, brick, boards, fand, lime, or gravel : and, inftcad thereof, enjoining, 
“ that they be laid with mellow earth, fit for the generation of the mine of fakpetre, fo abfo- 
“ lutely needful for the making of gunpowder.” 

And, by the next record of the nineteenth volume; p. 603, “ he aflumes to himfelf the 
“ pre-emption of all fakpetre made in England, as alfo tire monopoly of gunpowder made 
“ thereof.” 

More grants for exclufivc or monopolizing olBces, in this fame year, appear in p. 605, 
ibid. viz. 

Fii fl, One “ for the fearching and fcallng of all foreign hops. 

Secondly, Another, (p. 606, ibid.) “ for the viewing and weighing of all hay and flraw, 
“ in loads or trufles.” And, 

Thirdly, One “ for branding and marking of all butter calks.” 

1635 In this and the following year 1635, Cecil Lord Baltimore, was at the charge of fending 
fliips, with people and provilions to fettle and cukivatc his province of Maryland, which had 
been granted to him by King Charles, in tire year 1652, the expence thereof amounting to at 
leaft forty thoufand pounds. (This fum of his expcncc is fet forth by the Guardian of 
Charles, Lord Baltimore, a minor, in his petition to Parliament againft a hiH “ for regu- 
“ lating the Charter and- Proprietary Governments in America,” in the yet^ji7i5.) “ The 
“ inteicft of which fum” fays this petition, “ he never received by any profits he had from 
“ thence.”^ — Yet, it is fince well known, that tlie family has long received a much greater re- 
venue therefrom. 

In this year 1635, the Dutch Eaft India Company invaded and conquered the Large ifl.md of 
Formofa, near the Chinefe coaft, and expelled the Portuguefe from thence : yet, we fhall fee 
that, twenty -fix years after, they were thcmfelvcs expelled from thence by the Chinefe. 

In this nineteemh volume of the Foedcra, p. 649,. this year begins, in commercial matters 
with King Charles’s proclamation, importing, that “ whereas to this time there hath been no 
” certain intcrcourfe between the kingdoms of-Eiigland and Scotland, he now commands his 

Poftmaftcr of England for foreign parts to fettle a running poft or two, to run night and 
" day, between Ed.inburgli and London, to go thither and come back again in fix days : and 

t ‘ “to 
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1635 “ j|o take with them all Xuch letxeiv as (hall hc-direflcd to any ip^lotrii la or oMtihat rpad. 
“ And that by-pods be placed at fcyeral places Oat of the^ road^ to bripg in and carry out the 
“ letters from and to Lincoln, and otbet, places : and to pay port for the carryUig the 

*i fatd letters, two pence the (ingle letter if under eighty miles, and fonr pence between eighty 

and one hundred and forty miles, and fix pence if above one hundred and forty miles ; and 
“‘upon borders of Scotland, and in Scotland, eight pence. And in tlnyproportion for 
“ double letters and packcu. The like rule (hall alfo be obferved to Weft Cbcfter, Holy- 
“ head, and thence to Ireland.— Alfo to Plymouth, Exeter, &c. on the weft road. And, 
“ fo foon as poflible, the like conveyance (hall be fettled for Oxford, Briftol, and other places 
“ on the road : alfo to Colchcfter, Norwich^ and divers other places on that road. And that 
“ the three firft named conveyances, viz. from London to Edinburgh, to Cheftcr and Holy- 
** head, and to Plymouth and Exeter, (hall begin the (irft week after Michaelmas next : two 
“ pence halfpenny per mile to be paid on the roads to tlie feveral poftmafters for ev,cry (ingle 
“ horfe carrying tpe (aid letters. No other meftengers nor foot-pofts (hall carry any letters, 
“ but thofe alone which (hall be employed by the King’s Poftmafter-gcneral, unlefs to fuch 
“ places whither the King’s pofts do not go ; excepting common known carriers, or meflen- 
“ gers particularly fent on purpofe, or elfe a letter by a friend.” 

Thus, the increafe of England’s foreign commerce augmenting her domcftic commerce and 
corrcfpondcnce, rendered the further extending the poll carriage of letters abfolutcly rcquihte. 
It is indeed fomewhat ftrange, that, trade being, even before this time, got to a confiderablc 
height, thefe pods were not fooner eftablilbed. On the other hand, it is poffiblc that King 
Clurics’s neceflities might pot him upon this extenlion of poft carriage fooner than otherwife 
might have happened. Since his time, tlierc have been pofts eftablifhed on many more by- 
roads, and fome very lately in our time ; and thofe to moft of our manufafturing towns, the 
two Univerlities, and to the King’s naval ports, have been extended to every week-day 
throughout the year. 

Poftpatrick, in Scotland, being the neareft paflage. to tlie north of Ireland, both for the 
Scotiih and north of England people, being not above three or four hours failing, and the 
inhabitants of that port being unable to ereft a proper pier or quay there, the former one hav- 
ing been carried away by the fea ; King Charles, in this year, grants a brief for a col- 
leftion in all the cliurches of England, (as had before been done in Scotland and Ire- 
land) ; *' for tlie making of the faid harbour a fafe retreat for (bips and boats.” — Foedcra, 
vol. xix. n, 651 . . 

After thlWBaftcrn Tartars had, for twenty years together, barralTed China with conftant 
war, they, m this year, entered and fubdued it with a vaft army: placing their own Prince 
on the throne of that immenfely populous and opulent empire : whofe pofterity have reigned 
there to this prefent time. 

In this year 1635, the Bank, of Rotterdam was erefted, whferein bills gf exchange are paid 
in large money, and only ten per cent, paid in (cbellings, as we have already related, when 
treating at large, in. the year 1609, of the Bank of Amfterdam> And as we have under that 
year likewife mentioned the banks of Hambuigh and Stockholm, we can now add nothing far- 
ther about them. 

This year 1635, is remarkable for King Charles the Firft’s moft memorable impoiition of 
Ship Money, for the enfuing year m allibe mntks, eltuf, and towns m Engiand, iy virtue 

ef Ms own foie prerogative.. 
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^^35 That Monarch’s pretence for this arbitrary impofition was, that tlic Hollanders pretended a 
right to a free and undifturbed fifhery on his Coafts ; to which pretenfion they had been encour- 
aged by their countryman Grotius*s famous treatife, intitlcd Marc Liberum, publifhcd in the 
year 1612. Although, as we have already related under that year, Grotius had not fo much 
as once named the Dutch claim to the freedom of the faid fifltcry on our coafts, being content 
with only Ihewing the juftice of the freedom of their fifliing on the fca in general ; yet, before 
King Charles and his Minifters would break with the Dutch, and openly vindicate by arms 
his claim to the fovereignty of the four fcas, it was judged neceffary to put fo conftdcrablc a 
perfon as John Selden, Efq; upon writing iii favour of that claim; who, bclides his general 
learning, was a great lawyer, antiquarian, and hiftorian. He was therefore judged equal to 
the arduous talk of anfwcring and confuting fo great a man as Grotius. Mr. Selden had be- 


gun his work fo early as the reign of King James, probably upon the firft appearance of Gro- 
tius’s Marc Liberum ; and, after many years intermiffion, he afterwards reviewed, altered, 
and enlarged it, as he himfelf relates, by command of King Charles, %o whom he dedicated it, 
when he firft publiflicd it, in this fame year 1635, under tlie thundering title of Ma:e 
Claufum. Sir Wiliam Beecher, one of the Clerks of the Council, by the King’s command, 
folcmniy delivered a copy of it to the Barons of th6 Exchequer in open court, who ordered it 
to be placed amongft their records, where it Hill remains. 


It is not poflible to give, in a fraall compafs, a fummary account of fo large a work as the 
faid Mare Claufum is. And, it is fuificient to obfe^vc in general, tliat it is compounded of mo- 
tives and arguments drawn from old records and precedents of the titles and claims of our 
Saxon and Norman Kings, in times when there was little or no commerce nor naval power 
cxifting any where without iVic Mediterranean Sea : times fo very different from that wherein 
he w^rote, when all the maritime nations of the weft and north have, more or lefs, both a ma- 


ritime commerce and a naval force ; and when fuch claims, ftrenuoufly aflerted by any one 
naval potentate, might rcafonably, and perhaps probably, bring about a confederacy of all tlic 
potentates for reducing that one to more moderate defigns. But, as is remarked in our Pre- 
face, the author of our work is eafed of the trouble of any further enlarging on this delicate 
fubjeft, by a learned and moll judicious fummary of it, Jong fince publifticd, by Sir Philip 
Meadows ; which, containing many other curious hiftorical obfervations on commercial 


points, will be found, verbatim, in our Appendix. Wc (hall only further obferve, that Ra- 
pin, in his Hiftory of England, has fallen into a miftakc, in faying, under the year 1636, that 
the quarrel between King Charles and the Dutch, at this time, produced the two famous trea- 
tifes, intitlcd, Marc'Libcrum, and Marc Claufum. Since, as w^c have Ihewn under that year, 
the Marc Liberum was publilhcd in the year 1612, and was exprefsiy anfwcrcdby one Williain 
Welwood, in a Ihort Latin treatife, in the year 1615, 

King Charles, bent on bringing the Dutch to acknowledge his fca dominion, had, befide 
other naval armaments, built, in this fame year 1635, the greateft ihip of war that had ever been 
feen in England^bcforo^ and gave it the fuperb name of the Sovereign, of ninety-fix guns, and one 
thoufand feven hundred and forty tons, or, as it is commonly called the Royal Sovereign. 
And, the better to enable him to fit out a fuperior fleet, we find, in the Fcedcra, voJ. xix. 
p. 658^ &c. his fpecial warrant to his Chancellor Coventry, for iffuing writs to the Sheriffs of 
the fcvcral counties, and to the Magiftrates, &c. of feveral^owns, for afleffing and coUeaing of 
money for the fitting out (hips of war for fopprefling of pirates and for the guard of the fcas.’* 
The Latin precept for the county and towns of Dorfttlhirc being here given at large, viz 
Vol^IL Z z h They 
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“ They were commanded to procure and fit o-ut a fhip of five hundred tons- burden, witft 
“ a commander and two hundred failors : wkh cannon, ftnall arms, fpcars, darts, aramuni- 
“ tiort, &c. anfwerable ; and ftored with provifions, and double equipage, and all other nc- 
“ ceflaries for twenty-fix wcehs at leaft. . .All which was to be paid and maintained, at their 
“ own charge.” 

• Here fi^lows a lift of all the Ihips, being forty-five in number, which the fcvcral counties of 
England and Wales were commanded to fupply, viz. for the year 1636. 


Dorfetftiire, as already mentioned, one fhip of 
Cornwall, one of - _ „ 

Leicefterlhirc, one of 
Middlefex, (Weftminfter included) one of 
Suffolk, one of - _ 

Huntingdonfhire, one of 
Buckinghamihire, one of 
Bedfordftiire, one of >■ .. 

. Derbylhirc, one of ~ 

Hcrtfordfhirc, one of - - 

Norfolk, one of « - 

Cumberland and W'cftmoreland, jointly, one of 

Yorkihire, two, each of 

Staffordfhire, one of •> « 

Wilts, one of - » _ 

Hcrefordfhire, one of . - 

Monmoutbftiire, one of - 

opfliire, one of « . - 

one of 


lire, one of 
vickfl»irc, one of 
nlhirc, one of 
, one of 

tiamptonfhire, one of 
inghamfhire, one of 
, one of 
I, one of 


, one of 

city, one of 


one of 
one of 
one of 
one of 

one of 

(hire, one of 
e of »< 



Tons. 

Men^ 

- 

500 

200 

- 

hSP 

260 

- 

4SO 

180 

- 

550 

220 

• 

800 

32a 

- 

aoo 

80 

- 

450 

180 

- 

00 

0 

0 

120 

• 

350 

140 

- 

400 

160 

m 

800 

320 

- 

100 

AO 


'f 600 

240 


1 600 

24a 

- 

2CX3 

80 

- 

0 

0 

290 

- 

400 

i6o 

- 

J50 

60 

• 

459 

180 

- 

400 

160 

- 

600 

240 

- 

400 

160 

- 

900 

360 

- 

800 

320 

- 

600 

240 

- 

350 

140 

- 

400 

160 

- 

350 

140 

- 

100 

40 

• 

200 

80 


550 

220 

- 

350 

140 


800 

320 

• - 

800 

320 

- 

500 

200 

- 

400 

160 

m 

500 

206 

London 
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1635 London city, one of - « - J 800 320 

- , one of _ _ _ _ 800 320 

KThis is nitE;h more moderate than his command of feven fhips laft year from London.) 
Durham county, one of • - - - - 2OO 80 

Lancalhire, one of , . - » . 330 140 

EiTex, one of - - - - - 800 320 

(One example may ferve for all, viz. that of the fliip for the county of Eflex, 
wliich was eftimated at eight thoufand pounds, of which the following towns 
paid as follows, viz. 

£• 


Thaxtead 


M 

fm 

40 

Walden 

- 



80 

Colchcfter 

- 


m 

400 

Malden 

m 

a 


80 

Harwich 

m 

t: 

. » 

20 


£. 620 

The reft was levied on the parilhes at large; 

Glamorgan, Brecknock, Radnor, Carmarthen, Pembroke, and Cardi- 
gan Shires, one of - - - - ^oo 

Montgomery, Denbigh, Flint, Carnarvon, Anglefey, and Merioneth 
Shires, one of - • • ' - 400 

Total, 44lhips, confifting of ii>500 8610 


200 

160 


This duty was repeated four years, viz. to 1639, and was valued at two hundred thouland 
pounds per annum, according to the author of the Royal Treafury of England, publiflied in 
odtavo, in the year 1625. 

And by a later commiffion, in this fame year, ftbid. Fcedera, p. 697) ‘‘ King Charles ex- 
cufes thofc towns and counties, who, by their lituation, cannot fit out the fhips above fpe- 
eified, wherewith they arc charged ; provided that, in lieu thereof, they pay in their quotas 
** in money.*' 

By a fubfequent commiffion, ** the King direfts the officers of his own navy to receive the 
faid quotas of money, and therewith to rig out, viftual, and man, from the King’s yards 
docks, a like Ihip Or fhips.” So that, after iffuing a' proclamation for reftraining all but 
his own fubjeSs from filhing on his coafts, without his licence, he fent out a great fleet, in 
the year 1636, and attacked and difperfed the Dutch fifliing fhips, fomc of which they funk, 
and compelled the reft to retire into the Englifh harbours for fhclten Whereupon, the Dutch 
agreed to pay King Charles thirty thoufand pounds, (not florins, as Rapin has itj for permif- 
fion to continue their fifhing for that furamcr : which Rufhworth, in his fccond volume of 
Collcftions, p* 322, fays was aftually paid, and a willingncfs teftified by the Dutch for pay- 
ing a future yearly tribute for the like liberty. Yet, Dc Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, 
(fpeakingof the bad curing of the herrings caught by die Englifh Fifliing Company, where- 
by they were reje£led at Dantaiick in the years 1637 and 1638, and which brought that Com- 

Z z 2 P^'^ny 
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1635 pany to nothing) acrimonioufly fubjoins the following obfervation, “ Whereupon the Eng- 
“ lilh changed their former claim upon the whole herring filhery, for tbat of demanding 
“ the tenth herring : which the diligent and frugal Hollanders reputed no Icfs than to fi(h 
for, and pay tribute to a ftothful and -prodigal people^ fora mere pafiago^along the coafts of 
“ England !” 

• In. the Igrae nineteenth volume, p. 686, of the Foedera, we find, that, “ King Charles di- 
“ refts a fpecial coramiffion for making the river Wey navigable, from Guildford to the river 
“ Thames at Weybridge.” It feems, tlmt river had formerly been navigable ; becaufe this 
record obferves, “ That it is now become unfit for carrying of barges, boats, or veflels of 
“ any burden, for tranfporting of commodities to and from the town of Guildford : and 
“ the commillioaers were thereby authorifed to furvey the faid river Wey, and to enquire by 
“ what means the fame was become unfit for the carrying of barges, &c.'’ 

In Richlieu’s Political Te 5 .ament, wf^find, that France even then abounded with the fineft 
and beft of manufaftures : “ Such” fays he, “ as tlie ferges of Chalons, and of Chartres, 
“ which have aboHlhed tlmls of Milan.*— That the Turks prefer the French draps defeeau 
“ of Rouen, before all others, next to thofc of Venice, which are made of Spanifh wool. — 
“ Such fine plufhes arc made at Tours, that they arc fent into Spain, Italy, &c. alfo fine 
“ plain taffaties. — ^Red, purple, and fpotted velvets, made finer here than at Genoa, — France 
“ is the only place for filk ferges. — Mohair (camblet) is made as good here as in England ; and 
“ beft cloth of gold finer and cheaper than in Italy.” 

In the nineteenth volume of the Foedera, p. 6qo, “ .King Charles, by proclamation, pro- 
“ liibits the importation of foreign purles, cut-works, or bone-laccs, or of any coinmodi- 
“ tics laced or edged therewith.” .This he declares to be “ at the requeft, and for the be- 
nefit of, the makers of thofe goods in and near London, and other parts of the realm 
“ now brought to great want and nccelEty, occafioned by the great importation of thofe fo- 
“ reign wares : to prevent which for the future, he appoints the Englifli made goods to be 
« fealed or marked.” 

Another of his proclamations, p. 693, HiJ. “ prohibits the importation of aivy fort of 
glafs from foreign parts.” It feems, that King James, in the thirteenth year of his reign, 
had prohibited the making of glafs with wood firing, for the better prefervation of timber, 
and alfo prohibited the importation of foreign glafs. — “ Yet,” lays King Charles, “ ill- 
“ minded perfons, to the prejudice of our own glafs-works, having prefumed to import foreign 
“ glafs, — we now ftri£lly prohibit the fame, during the term granted by King James to Sir 
** Robert ManfeU, for the foie making of glafs ; he having, by his induftry and great ex- 
“ pence, perfefted that manufaAure with fca coal or pit-coal : whereby not only the woods 
and timber of this kingdoth are greatly preferved, but the making of all kinds of glafs 
“ is eftablifhed hcrcj to the faving of much ircafurc at home, and the employment of great 
“ numbers of our people ; and our fobjefls are i>ovir furniftxpd ^ith glafs at far more roo- 
“ derate prices than they were when brought from foreign parts. — Yet the King .permits 
“ the faid Sir Robert Manfcll to import loch glafles from Venice, Morana, or other 
“ parts of Italy,, as he Ihouid think fit, for fpecbl nfts and fervias.” This permhfiony with- 
out doubt, related to the fine Venetian flint glaftes, for drinking,, the of which in 

England was not brouglrt to perfcQion till the reign of King Giitrks’a grandfon, King Wil- 
liam the Third-. 

' ■ ■ 'We 
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*635 We have alfo, in p. 716, of tb6 fame volame, King Charles's monopoly patent to one 
“ for the foie making of wines, for fourteen years, from dried grapes or raiiins ; which the 
“ patentee by his travels in foreign parts had learned. Which wines have been approved of 

by all fuch as have ufed them, tO be a moft whdiefohie and good wine, which will keep for 
“ fea voyages. The patentee paying forty fliillings yearly into the King’s Exchequer.” 

We have a proclamation from King Charles, ibii. p. 718, “ prohibiting any coin, plate, 

“ or bullion from being ufed in the making of gold and iilver thread, copper gilt or fiivcrcd, 

“ gold or lilvcr foliate, purles, ores, fpangles, wire, and fuch other manufa^ures, except 
“ What fliall be imported from foreign parts, or which lhall arife from the fame works and 
“ manufaftures being moulted again. And that rfonc of the current gold and fllver coins of 
“ this realm be hereafter moulten down by any refiner, goWfmith, &c. And that all gold 
“ and fiJver hereafter to be employed in the faid manufaSures be provided, prepared, and dif- 
“ groffed by fuch perfons only as we fhall alTign, and by none others ; and which (hall be hy 
“ them fold and delivered to all perfons who fhall ufc the fame, according to fuch llandards, 
“ and at fuch rates and prices as we (bail limit, and at fuch places in London as our com- 
“ mifiionvs fitall affign. — And none fhall make the faid wares but fuch as fhail be by them 
“ authorized : and a ftamp to be put on all the faid manufafturcs.” 

Thus almoft every proclamation, order, or grant, relating to manufa£lures, new in- 
ventions, &c. h.'id a principal regard to the augmentation of this King’s revenue ; which, at 
any rate, he feemed inclinable to incrcafe, rather than to be obliged to call a Parliament for 
that end ; lince they would ftill, probably, perfift, as before, to have national grievances go 
hand in h.and with his fupplies. 

In the fiiid Foedcra, vol. xix. p. 721, wc have King Charles’s proclamation, purporting, 
" Tlmt ’the great numbers of hackney coaches of late time feen and kept iii London, Weft- 
“ minfter, and their fqburbs, and the general and promifeuouS ufe of coaches there, were 
“ not only a great difturbance to his Majcfly, his deareft confort the Queen, the nobility, 
“ and others of place and degree, in their pafiage through the flrcets, but the ftrects themfclves 
“ were fo pcflered, and the pavements fo broken up,-, that the common paflage is thereby 
“ hindered, and made dangerous ; and the prices of bay and provender, 8ic. tliereby made 
“ exceeding dear.— Wherefore wc exprefsly command and forbid, that no Itaekney or hired 
“ coaches be ufed or fnffered in London, Weftminfter, or the fuburbs thereof, except they 
“ be to travel at leaft three mil« out of the fame. And alfo that no perfon fhall go in a coach 
“ in the faid ftrects, except the owner of the coach fhall conftantly keep up four able horfes 
“ for our fcrvicc, when required.” 

Hiftorians tell, us, for which we acknowledge we have no other' more autlientic authority, 
that, in this fame year 1635, King Charles I, in the fifteenth year of his reign, granted a 
licence to the French, to cure and dry tbeir fifh on the ifland of Newfoundland, in confidera- 
tion of a certain annuakttrihute of five percent. Yet evewthis con<»flion was better than that 
ftipuiated < 1 ^ the treaty of Utrecht^ . whidt allowed that ifi-yudged privilege to F.-ance without 
any oonfidcration ait «U. ’ 

in p, 730*\;of the Fetidera, ‘voJ. xix. in the fame year* ritat'King ordains two-pence to be 
” advanced bn or acldcd to fhilHng paid.to, tlierecl^,’ &c. of the woollen manu&fturc. 
*VHealfb sppoiiastai»‘0®»Br ■fbr-tbe fofc'feare andfealingof the reel ftafF in 

“ every county, allowittg a fee to. tlie faid fhrveyoirs' for thde trouble herein ; and for regifter- 

■ t- ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ «« j„g 
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1635 “ ing the names of the owners of each reel in a book; which reels fliallbc all of one unifothi 
fize— whereby the goodnefs or badnefs of yarn would be eafily known." 

In the fame year, ibid. King Charles ifliied a commiffion for tlie repair of Dov^r pier, lately 
damaged by the fca : for which end he laid an additional duty of twelve-pence on every pack 
.of goods Ihippcd thence by merchant-ftrangers : to continue for three years to corac. — That 
pfer is cfrrcQcd to be further repaired by cap. v. of the eleventh and twelfth of King W illlam, 
and by the feventh ftatute of the fccond and third year of Queen Anne. 

The lafl: record for our purpofe in the nineteenth volume of the Fcedcra, is in p. 760. 

It feems, that private copper- farthings, or tokens, as tliey were then called, were ftill in 
ufe in retailing bulinefs : “ King Charles therefore, in the year 1635, illucd a proclamation, 
“ forbidding the currency of them, and that none other be ufed but thofc formerly iffued by 
his father’s authority.” ' 

In this year 1635, the ifle of Gardcloup, or Gaudaloupc, which the French author of the 
hiftory of the Caribbcc ifles faf^Is one of the largeft of them, was firft fettled by the French. 
“ Itisalfo, fays that author, who wrote in the year 1658, one of the moft flourifhing of 
“ them. — That the French in that iiland ufed the plough, a thing not to be/cen in any of the 
other ifles; and after the plough, it bears rice, Turkey wheat, CalTavia-root, potatoes, and 
in fome parts ginger and fugar canes, with great incrcafc.” 

“ And alfo that the French, from St. Chriftopher’s, in this fame year 1635, firft planted 
the Caribbee ifle of Martinico ; where they found many native Caribbeans, with whom at 
** firft they lived peaceably, but had afterwards fierce war with them, till they drove them 
“ into inacccfliblc rocky places and mountains.— -That the French inhabitants were," in 1658, 
“ ten thoufand in number, and the Indians and negroes as many more ; it being the largeft 
“ of all the Caribbee ifles, and is forty-five leagues in circuit. — That though at firft, like the 
■“ other ifles, they chiefly planted tobacco and cotton, yet it now,” /. e. in 1658, “ produced 
“ ten thoufand hftgfhcads of fugar, befidc ginger, pimento, cocoa, caffia, &c.” Here the 
governor general of all the French Caribbee ifles rcfidcs to this day. It is now fo fruitful and 
populous as to be faid to have a militia of ten tlioufand men or more, and fixty thoufand 
negroes : being alfo finely furnilbed with rivers, fprings, and harbours, and moft excellent 
fruits, vaft quantities of fugar, moloflcs, coffee, cotton, indigo, ginger, 6cc. 

In the fame year. Colonel Jackfon with a number of EngJilli ihips, from our Leeward ifles, 
landed on the then Spanilh ifland of Jamaica, and with only five hundred men attacked the 
fort of 8t. Jagodc la Vega, which had two thoufand Spaniards in it: whjch fort and city they 
took and lacked, with the lofs of forty men only ; they then re-embarked, after receiving a 
xanfom for forbearing to burn it. ' . , 

In or about this fame year the French firft fettled on the ifle of Cayenne, over againft a 
river of the fame name on the coaft of Guiana; from whence, however, they were feveral 
times driven out by the Dutch: but the French finally retook it in 1676, and have held it 
ever fitice. It is about fcventcen leagues incompaft. Here they have feveral fugar planla- 
tioJis. They have fince ncftled on the continent over againft Cayenne. 

We cannot be quite pofitivc whether tlie French did hot about this tionc fettle on the grc.rt 
river of Niger, otlierwifc called Senegal river, on the weft coaft of Africa, where the beft gum 
fencgal is ptoducedj' faut 'wc imagine, from fome circuinftanccs, that it was nearly at this 
time. 


In 
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1635 In the fame year a very, rich lead minet in which was faid to be much filvcr, was difcovcrcd 
in Swcdiih Lapland, near the town«of Pitha, at the bottom of the Bolhnic Gulph. 

In the fame year 1635, the .Spaniards, with twenty-two galUes and five galeons, took from 
France two finall inconfiderable ifles on theedaft of Provence, named St. Margaret and St. 
Honoratc; which, however, they held but two years, as will be feen hereafter. 

1636 The firft record we find for our purpofe in_ the twentieth and lafl volume of Rymer’s 
Feeders, is in page 3, being King Charles’s new regulation, in the year 1636, of the colony 
of Virginia. Whereby “ he aj^tnts Sir John Harvey to be continued governor thereof ; 
“ and for him and any three of his council to appoint a commifiiou for the enlarging its 
“ limits; and for finding out what trades may be moft neceflary to be undertaken for the 
“ benefit of the colony. Alfo to fend out forces for fubduing the Indians ; and to make war 

or peace, as may beft fuit the fafety of the colony, and our honour. — That in cafe of ^hc 
“ governor’s death, or his neceflary abfence, not to be allowed by Icfs than four of the coun- 
“ cil’therc, one of the council, to be appointed by lhall adt in his Head. The go- 

“ vernor and council to be fubordinate, fubjedt, alflHHdicnt to fhe lords commiflioners 
“ and committees here for our plantations, touching ffi^prefent government of that colony, 
“ to whom as well as to us, the ggvernor lhall, on the death of any member of the council, 
“ give notice thereof, that we may appoint anotber^n his ftead.” 

As thefe regulations are, in general, the fame by which the colonics called regal, or fuch 
as arc immediately under the crown, arc ftill governed, they arc for tlrat reafon here exliibit- 
cd, being the lirft eftablilhmcnt thereof in that manner. ' 

In p. vi. of the fame volume, we have “ King Charles’s fpecial commifEon to a number 
“ of lords and gentlemen, for enabling William Sandys, Efq; to make the river Avon na- 
“ vigablc for boats and barges, from the river Severn near Tcwklbury where it falleth in, 
“ through Warwicklhirc, Worccftcxlhire, and Gloucefterfliire, to the city of Coventry. 
“ And alfo the river Team, on the weft fide of the Severn towards Ludlow.” 

Tn p. 10, we fee ” another frelh commiflion of enquiry by King Charles, in this 
” fame year, into houfes eredled in or near London or Weftminfter on new foundations, lind 
” into the nuifances thereby occafioned.” 

In p. 12, in this fame year, we have King Charles’s proclamation in favour of Sel- 
den's then famous book, intitlcd, Mare Claufum, importing, as follows ; 

” Th.at whereas there was publilhed, in the year 1635, by our exprefs command, a work, 
entitled, Marc Claufum, feu dc Dominio Maris ; for the manilefting of the right and do- 
minion of u$ and out. royal progenitors, in the feas which encompafs thefe our realms and 
“ dominions of Great Britain and Ireland: and whereas, fince the publication thereof, fomc 
“ perfons, not well affefled to us and our proceedings, have caufed the fame book to be print- 
“ cd in fomc place beyond the feas, and to the fame impreflion liavc added fome other tilings, 
” as if they were parts of that which was firft printed licrc by our command ; and have falfcly 
“ put the name of our city of London on the title page for the place of the impreflion. — 

“ Wherefore the faid foreign impreflion, and all other copies of Marc Claufum, not printed 
“ here by authority, are hereby exprefsly prohibited to be imported or vended here.” 

Of this book and its defign we have faid enough under the preceding year, 
lap. 15, of the twentieth volume of the Foedera, we have King Charles’s renew'al of a 
proclamation of King James’s, in the feventh year of his reign, “ prohibiting all perfons, not 
his natural born fubjefls, fromiilhlng on the coafts and feas of Grc.at Britain and Ireland, 

“ without 
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1636 without a fpecial licence firft obtained from his Majcfty. And, by thefc prefc'nts, we make 
“ public declaration, that our rclblotion is, at times convenient, to keep fuch a competent 
“ llrength of Ihipping upon our feas as may, by God’s bleffing, be fuflicient both to hinder 
** fuch further incroachroents upon our legalities, and to affift and protect thofc pur good 
“ friends and allies, who fhall henceforth, by virtue of our licences to be fiift obtained, cn- 
** deavour to take the benefit of filhing upon our coafts and feas in the places accuftomed.” 

• In p.j^6, of the fame volume, we have King Charles's proclamation, confirming another 
of King James’s, of the fcventccnth year of his reign, “ prohibiting the importation of 
“ whale fins by any but the Rufiia Company.— And he now direfts, for the encouragement 
“ of that Company and the increafe of navigation, that none, whether natives or foreigners, 
“ ftiall import any whale fins or whale oil, but the faid Company only; and this in their 
“ joint ftock capacity alone in refpeQ: to the whale fifliery ; under pain of forfeiting, Ac,” 

In p. 41, ibid, we find tliat King Charles again dcfceiids “ to the regulation of the clock- 
■“ red, or reel-ftaff, for wopH^ yarn ; by again enjoining one only dimenfion for it. He 
** alfo enjoins, that there one weight and one meafure for every commodity to be 

bought or fold thronghoue^^kingdom. And that his clerk of the market for his houfe- 
hold firould have the ovtrfeciog and examination of all weights and nieafurcs ; for whiclr 
** confideration the King hereby api^oints certain fees to be paid to him.” 

N. B. ’I'his ancient officer had formerly gfeat power, which was generally abufed to the 
great oppreffion of the fubjeft : wherefore that office is long fince juftly in difufe. It is fome- 
what ftrangc, that to this day nothing has been cffeftnally done for reducing all merchandize 
to one weight or meafure, fo obvioufly convenient throughout Great Britain and Ireland. 

In p. 47, of the fame twentieth volume, we find that King Charles now iffucs “ a commif- 
“ fion for enquiring into a!id preventing encroachments on the river Thames, by ladders. 
Hairs, trap doors, &c. from whence rubbifh and dirt were ufually thrown into it ; to the 
** great detriment of its navigation.” 

And in 'p. $z, ibid, we meet with a commillion from King Charles “ for compounding 
with fuch as had been guilty of the unlawful imposing, felling, or ufing a falfc dying-wood, 
“ called Logwood, Blackwood, or Campefca-wood, i. e. Canipeachy-wobd, contrary to two 
ftatutes, of the twenty-third and thirty-ninth of Queen Elizabeth : and for punilhing fuch 
“ as fhall hereafter be found guilty in this refpea.” Concerning the prefent ufe thereof by 
dyers, we have already animadverted in its place. 

And in p. 56, &c. of the fame volume,- wc have “ King Charles’s commillion for levying 
“ of Ihip mohey throughout the feveral counties of England and Wales, for the enfuing year 
1637.”— But further on, in this fame year, ibid. p. 74, “ the King alters the quota for 
Cumberland and Weftmoreland jointly, from a Ihip of one hundred and twenty tons to 
** one of one hundred and forty tons, and fifty-fix men. And of the city of London, from 
“ two (hips of eight hundred tons each, to two of feven hundred tons each, and each two 
hundred and eighty men, inftcad of three hundred and twenty. Alfo Middlcfcx county, 
** tnftead of one Ihip of five hundred and fifty tons, lhall npw furnilh one of but five hutidred 
“ tons, and two hundred men. Alfo Northumberland, inftead of a fhip of three hundred 
f‘ and feventy tons, ftall furnilh only one of two hundred and ten tons, and eighty-four 
“men.” . \ 

: In the fame year, vol. xx. of the Foedera, King Charles granted a patent to Lord Idialtravers 
lUtd Sir Francis Crane, for the folc coinage of copper or brafs farthings. And, 'purroant to 
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163*6 an order of the ftar-chaniber, of the year 1634, it was now provided, that the faid brafs far- 
.tbings fhould not be forced upon poor labourers in payment ; they having formerly been com- 
pelled to take all or moft of their wages 'infuch farthings from dtfigning men, who had bought 
Up great quantities of them at a low rate or difeount. “Silver,” fays Rulluvorth* “ was fo 
“ fcarcc, and gold fo plenty at this time, that when cattle were fold in Smithficld, 'they com- 
“ monly baTgained for to be paid in filverj and hot in gold; infomucb, that two-pence, or 
“ more, was ufually given for exchanging of a twenty (hillings piece into filver, although the 
“ gold was full freight. • 

In the fame twentieth volume, p. 68, of the Fcedcra, we fee “ King Charleses commiffion 
“ for compounding with the tranl'grcfibrs of the kwy made agaiilft deftroyers of timber-trees 
“ and woods, in the melting and forging of iron.” ' . 

In p. 93 of the fame volume, that King iffues a monopolifing proclamation, “ That none 
“ (ball buy any ballaft out of the river Thames, ^b^t a perfon appointed by him for that pur- 
“ pofe.” .T. * 

King Charles having, as ahead jr quoted, nionopolifcd all the faltpetre and gunpowder, “ he 
“ now appoints a comniiflion for receiving of his two gunpowder-makers, all the powder 
“ they (hall make, at feven-pence halfpenny per pound weight; and for again felling the fame 
“ oat to his fubjefts, at fuch prices as they,” the commiffioners, “(hall from time to time 
“ fix.” — Fcedcra, vol. xx. p. 96. 

N. B. In this fame commilTion we find that the King was not able to carry on this mono- 
poly witliout the importation of faltpetre from foreign parts ; there not being enough thereof 
produced in England for the manufa£lure of all the gunpowder requifite for the ufe of himfclf 
and his fubjefts. For this end, we find, further on, in p. 107, of the fame volume, “ That 
“ he prohibits thp importation of foreign gunpowder ; and direfts, that his officers (hall not 
“ take above one (hilling and fixpcncc pcB pound weight for gunpowder fold out to his fub- 
“ jcifls. (We foe above, that it was to be delivered to him at fevcit-pencc halfpenny ; a nion- 
llrous advantage taken of his fubjefls ! ) “ Laftiy, that no retailers of it, to yvhom it is thus 

“ fold, (liall again fell it for above one (hilling and eight-pence in London, and one (hilling 
“ and eight-peace halfpenny per pound in the country, if diftant thirty miles or more from 
“ London.” 

In p. 102, of the fame nineteenth volume, that King frames a malt and brewing monopoly, 
in his “ commifiion, this fame year 1636, for reftraining the cxcelfivc number of common 
“ m.alt(lers ; by means of whom, not only a greater confumption and wafte of barley is occa- 
“ fioned, but alfo fundry abufes in the. bad making of malt. Likewife, for reftraining the 
“ great number of innkeepers and viiluallcrs, who take upon them to brew ale and hei r, which 
“ they fell by retail, and make too" ftroiig and heady, ferving for drunkennefs and cxccfs.” — 
Was there ever a lamer introduclion to ufltcr in the raoft (Irameful monopoly ? viz. “ That 
“ from thenceforth, the King was to appoint, in fit places, throughout the realm, a compe- 
“ tent number of maltftcrs, to be incorporated, and alfo of common brewers ; under fuch 
“ fines and early payments to us as (hould be thought meet.” 

" In p. 103, of the faid twentieth volume of the Fcedera, we find that “ King Charles con- 
trafts witli John Crane, Efquirc, furveyor-gcncral, for the viiftualling of his navy; much 
“ in, or very near-, the form and fubftance of the contraft for the like purpofe already related 
“ uJtder the year i6aa. Mr. Crane was to be allowed for failors in harbour, feven-pence 
halfpenny per day for their provifions ; and when at fea, eight-pence hal^enny per day.” 
Vol. II. 3 A la 
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1636 In p. 1 13, of the fame volumci we fee that King Gharies incorporate^ all the tradefmea^ 
and artificers inhabiting fuch places of the city of London as are exempted from the frcc- 
dom thereof ; as alfo thofc of the out-parts of Weftminfter and MitJdlcfcx* within three 
^ miles of the faid city of London. Thereby alfo excluding, for the future, all fuch as fliall 
** not liavc ferved feven years to their refpeftive occupations, as well as all foreigners, from* 
praftifing^their refpeftive trades.” The pretences, fcarcely plaufiblc, for this moft extra-^ 
ordinary corporation, as in this proclamation, were, in order to prevent thofc places from 
being peftered with inmates ; and alfo, to prevent the prejudice donc^ to fuch as were frec- 
men of London: and for the more orderly difpofing of trade and tradefnicn,” But, al- 
though no payments into his Exchequer are herein named, it feems rcafonable enough to fuf- 
peft, that he was hereby laying a foundation for fomc fuch tax. 

As in p. 126, of the fame volume, in a lift of offices beftowed in this twelfth year of King 
Charles’s reign, there is one for the jSffice of clerk and keeper of all the King’s ftorcs and 
** ftorc-houfes at S>cptford, Chatham, Portfmouth, and clfcvvherc, for Kis Majefty’s lliips 
and navy;” it feeras probable, that ncklicr Plymouth, Slvccrnefs, nor Woolwich, had then 
royal dock’s and ftorc-houfes : otherwife, it fhould fecm,.they would have been named in that 
grant ; the words, and elfewherSi feeming to be merely an expletive. 

By this time the Dutch Weft India Company had taken pofleffion of the greateft part of the 
coafts of Brafil, having, according to Voltaire’s General Hiftory of Europe, chap. xi. in the 
fpacc of thirteen years, fent thither eighteen hundred fhips, for war and commerce, (others 
fay but eight hundred) which were valued at four millions and a half ftcrling; and had, in 
thatlpace, taken from Spain, tlien fovereign of Portugal, five hundred and forty-five velicis. 
That company, in this year 1636, fent thither Prince Maurice,, as governor- general ; and 
whilft he remained there, which was eight years, tlieir affiiirs in general profpered well enough : 
but yet their firft dcclenfioii in Brafil may be dated from, or was properly owing to, the Por- 
tuguefe ihaking off the Spanifli yoke, in the year 1640, loon after which remarkable revolu- 
tion, they gradually gained ground on the Dutch in Bialll, from whence wciliall fee the latter 
were quite expelled in the year. 1654. 

The Spaniards having, as we have feen; poflefied thcmfeivcs of the two fmall ifles of St. 
Marguerite and St Honorate, iu the year 1635, on thcepaft of Provence, near Antibes, where- 
by they greatly annoyed that coaft ; to revenge fo great an affront, France, in the year follow- 
ing, fitted out forty- two fhips at Rochelle, and failing into the Mediterranean, they w^erc 
joined by twenty-four gallics, all which were commanded in chief by the Count de Uarcourt ; 
who, on the coaft of Italy, near Monaco, attacked the joint fleets of Sp«i)n, Sicily, Naples, 
and Florence, and obtained a complete viftory, fays Morilbtus, in his Orbis Maritimus, fink- 
ing their beft fhips, and putting the reft to flight. From thence they went and ravaged the 
illand of Sardinia; 

Moreover, Cardinal Rich lieu, the prime minifter of France, and dire£Vor-gencral of her 
marine, having, ever fince the Englifl^ fleet liad bluftered fiercely before Rochelle, though to 
little purpofe, in the year 1624, maturely cojifidcrcd how much Fraiwe lay open to the attacks 
and infults of England, for want of a maritime force, be had for fomc years been preparing 
all the naval force which* he could citlrer purchaic from other powers, or coUeft from all the 
French ports, both of the ocCan and Mediterranean. He, in tl)e year 1637, had got together 
what the judicious autlior of an cxcclleiw pamphlet, publiiKcd in the year rfiqp, named, Con- 
fideratioas requiring greater Care for Trade ia England^ calls, France’s firft line of battle; 

coixfifling 
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1636 eoniiiling of upnrards of fifty fhips> and twenty gallics : with which force Francei in this fame 
year, recovered die two illes above-named, after vanquifhing the Spanifh fleer, and taking five 
large Spanilh fhips, twenty-two gallics, and eighteen fmallcr vcflels. 

1637 ThU was properly the firft time thfit France began to fbew her fuperiorjty over Spain at fea, 
as fbc had before done at land. Upon this occafion, the motto placed on the ftern of the largell; 
French Ihip of wiar, was modeft enough, viz. 

FhreHt quo^ite lilia fouto! i. e. 

Even on the main, 

Our Gallic lilies triumph over Spain! 

Or, as Sir Philip Meadows gives it paraphrafed in profe, Richlieu firft taught France, 
“ that the flucr-de-luces could grow at fca as well as at bnd.” After which, Richlieu went on 
deftroying the remains of Spain’s naval ftrength till at length it was reduced to the lowcft ebb. 

KS* It was about the years 1636 or 1637, according to Roger Coke’s Second Difeourfo 
on Trade, p. 53, in quarto, publilhed in 1670, that one hundred and forty families out of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, fettled tbemfelves at Leyden, Alkmaer, and other parts of Holland ; and 
tliere eftablifhed, or confirmed the eftablifhnaent of the woollen manofaftures of tliofe places. 

Count Maurice of Naflau, the Dutch Weft. India Company’s governor-general of Brafil, 
took there, at this time, another fortrefs from the Spaniards : and fome of that company’s 
fhips failed from thence to the coaft of Guinea, and made tbemfelves mafters of the famous 
caftle of St. George del Mina, tlie principal Portoguefe fort of all diat coaft, which they have 
kept to this day, as alfo of feveral other lelftr forts there. By thefc conquefts on the Guinea 
coaft, the Dutch were fupplied, at firft hand, with negroes, for carrying on their fugar plan- 
tations, &c. in firaiii. Bofinan, a Dutch author, in his Defotiption of Guinea, compares 
the Portuguefc, on this account, to fetting-dogs, fervingto fpring the game; which, when, 
they had done, was feized on by others : which proved literally true, both with refpeft to 
Africa and India. 

In the twentieth volume, p. 143, of the Foedcra, King Charles ilTucs a proclamation, im- 
porting, “ Tha!t being informed that numbers of his fubjefts are every year tranfporting them- 
“ felvcs and families, with their eftates, to the Englifh plantations in America ; ambngfi: 

“ whom there are many idle and refraftory humours, whofe only or principal end is, to live, 

“ as much as they can, without tlie reach of authority. The King thereby commands, all 
“ the officers of the feveral ports, that they do not hereafter permit any perfons, being fub- 
“ fidy-men,” (that is, payers of the ufual fubfidies) “ to embark themfcives tliither, without 
“ a licence from the commiffioners for planutions. Nor none under the value of fubfidy- 
** men, without a certificate of his having taken the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance, and 
likewife, from the minifter of the parilh, of his converfation, and conformity to the orders 
and difeipline of the church of England.”-— This was levelled againft the Puritans, then 
“ going in great numbers to New England, to avoid perfecution at home : and a better fam- 
ple ncid not to be defired of the wifdom and charaftcr of this King, and his favourites and 
minifters. 

• In this fame year, and in ft»e fame volume, p. 145, we find, that an officer was appointed 
by KingCharles, for the fealing or ftamping of all playing-cards and dice; for which a certain 
f«m was to be paid to the King’s officers. 

S A a In 
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1637 In p. 146, &c. of tlic fame volume, we find, that fomc of the EngUfti'Eaft India Compa- 
ny’s Ihips,, having, in the ycsg: 1634, touched at Goa, the capital of the Portugucfe poflcflions 
in India, they were kindly treated by the viceroy there ; with whom the Englifh concluded a 
truce, and alfo a free-trade, not only thidvr, but to China, and all other parts where the Por- 
tuguefe wei'e fettled in India. Whereupon, in the following year, 1635, King Charles of 
Eilgl^nd grjyrted a licence to the faid perfons, viz. to Captain John Weddel, &c.. with fix 
fhips, to make a voyage to Goa, and the coail of Malabar, and alfo to the coafts of China and 
Japan ; there ,to trade in fuch commodities as they could, to the beft advantage for themfelvcs, 
and all other his fubjcfts for the future. “ But the Eaft India Company have neither plan- 
ted nor fettled a trade in thofe parts, as we expefled, nor made fuch fortifications and places 
*• of furety, as might encourage any hereafter to adventure to trade thithcrj neither have we 
“ received any annual benefit from thence, as other Princes do, by reafon of the faid com- 
• “ pany’s neglef^ to fortify ; they having merely purfued their own prefent profit, without 
providing any fafety or fcttledncfs for ellablilhing of traffic in the faid Indies, for titc good 
“ ofpofterity: whereas the Portugucfe and Dutch had both planted and fortified, and alfo 
“ eftablifticd a l^ng and hopeful trade there, for the good of poflcrity; by the advantage 
whereof, they had not only rendered our people there fubjeft to their infolencies, but had, 
“ in a manner, worked them out of the trade ; which we find bydlie complaint of divers ad- 
“ venturers in that fociety j and, principally, by the daily decreafe of ourcuftoms for imports 
“ from Infiia, owing to the faid company’s fupine ncglcft of difeovery, and fettling trade to 
“ divers parts, when they had a plentiful ftock, and fair opportunities to effefl it. 

** And, as all the attempts for a north-weft paflage to Eaft India have hitlierto proved un- 
“ fuccefsful, which, however, we believe might be performed from Japan, north-eaft, to the 
“ north of California, on the back-fide of America, in about forty degrees north latitude, and 
“ ft) to coaft along northward, caftward, and weftward, as the land will give way, to fixty- 
“ four degrees northward, where it was left undifeovered by Sir Thomas Button, Captain 
“ Luke Fox, and others, to come tlirough the Straits of Hudfon, in tlie Weftern or Atlantic 
“ Sea. The King, in the faid grant of 1635, diredled, that the grantees Ihould, from the 
“ fea of China, Japan, orelfewhere, fend one of their Ihips, well furnilhed and manned, to 
“ attempt tlie before-named north-weft difeovery ; allotting them half the enftoms, and other 
“ benefits that Ihould arifo from all fuch new difeoveries as fliouljjJ be made, referving tohim- 
“ felf the other half, with the fovercignty of the countries. 

“ The King next preferibes the rules and government of thofe Ihips and people, in thevoy- 
“ age to and from India, China, and Japan, and on land there. He grants them the ufc of 
“ a new common-feal ; and, to all intents, makes them a feparate company for the Eaft India 
“ trade : direfting the old company, their agaits, and fervants, net to moleft them in their 
“ faid Eaft India commerce.” 

'I'he perfons who fet on foot this new company were, Sir William Courten, Sir Paul Pin 
dar, &c. but the King himfelf, as he therein declares, and Endymion Porter, Efquire, a groom 
of his bcd-chambcr, had fliares therein, jointly with the laft named perfons, and with Captain 
John Weddell, &c. In this year 1637, therefore^ “ the King, confirms-his faid privileges” 
(the Ihips being already gone on their voyage) “ to the faid adventurers, as to all places in In- 
“ dia where the old company had hot fettled any faftories or trade before the twelfth of Dc- 
“ cember, 1635 ; but without prejudice to the faid old company iii other refpeAs. Tltis new 
»* company’s grant of trade and privileges was to laft for five years to come ; during which 

“ time 
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1637* time they might annually, re-export what India goods they Ihould bring home ; and might, 
“ in that cafe, draw back the entire coitoms paid on their importation. Moreover, during 
“ the faid five yedts, they might export forty thoufand pounds to India in gold and filver bul- 
“ lion, paying to the King one pound ten Ihillings per cent, for that privilege: and they 

might alfo, during the faid term, admit any others to be partners witli them in this ad - 
“ venture.” 

Note, — That Sir William Courten, who had the largeft lhare in this adventure, died be . 
fore this firft voyage was compleated ; and his fon and executor, William Courten, Efquire, 
was, by tlte King, in this laft grant, fubftituted in Iris father’s place: and he has left, in print, 
fcvcral large accounts of his great lofles by this adventure, amounting to the fum of one hun- 
dred and fiftyrone thoufand fix hundred and twelve pounds, occafioned by the Dutch Eaft In- 
dia Company’s feizing, in the year 1640, on their two rich-fhips, and deftroying their fadlo- 
rics in India ; which made much clamour both before and after the reftoratiori of King Charles 
the Second ; many pamphlets being publifhed, to ftvcw the great damage done to hundreds of 
families, creditors of Courten and Pindar : and in the treaty between King Charles the Second 
and the Dutch, in the year 1662, fatisfaftion was ftipulated to be made by the Dutch Eaft 
India Company for the faid two rich fhips. Yet, fo late as the year 16S2, we ftill find com- 
plaints in print on this point ; fo that, probably, no redrefs was ever obtained of the Dutch 
Eaft India Company fpr thofc damages. 

To fay the truth, the fcheme of this new Englifli company was an iniquitous one againft 
the old company, whofe charters were, doubtlefs, entirely exclufive of all others ; and the 
King was, probably, put upon it by his mlnifters, on the plaufible pretext of great profit to 
liiinfclf. For even the principal rcafon or pretence for breaking in upon the old company’s 
cxcIufivc grant, would hold equally good againft the prefent or any other company : for wliat 
company can ever be aide to plant or fettle faftorics in all parts within their extenfive bounds 
in liiclia? And, indeed, all the King’s allegations before recited, are fhamcfully mean, and un- 
worthy of a great monarch. 

On this voyage to India, Sir William Courten’s fttips made a fmall fettlemcnt on the great 
iile of Madagafcar ; which was foon after ruined by the old Eaft India Company. 

In the twentieth volume, p. 157, of the Foederat King Charles I. of EnglaiKf, rflues a frefii 
proclamation concerning malt and brewing : wherein he exprefsiy enjoins, “ That, for the 
“ fake of the poorer fort of his people, whofe ufual bread was barley, as well as for the rea- 
“ foils aftigned in his proclamation of the preceding year, already recited, the common nialt- 
“ fters in every county be incorporated, and none of them (hall follow. any otlier calling. — 
“ Alfo, that no .maltfter fltall be a brewer, nor cooper, at the fame time. And-that comtnan 
“ nialtfters, and common brewers, fliall only praftifc tlicir trades in fuch places as fiioold bo 
“ atfigned by the King and council ; and none but fuch to practife any where. No inn- 
“ keeper, alehoufc-kccpcr, or victualler, ftiall brew the drink they retail, unlefs there be no 
“ common brewer near the place where they live. Which reftriftions,' however, were not 
“ to extend to the city of London, nor within four miles of itv 

Wc have feen King Charles’s proclamation, for the reftraint of hackney and other coaches, 
under the year 1635. We fliall now fee him in a contrary ftraiii, in this year 1637, in p. 159, 
of the fame volume, It is his f^iecial commiifioD to the Marquis of -Hamilton, his mafter of 
the horfc, viz. 


“ That 
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1637 That we, finding it very requifite for our nobility and gentry, as well as for foreign am- 
“ bafl’adors, ftrangers, and others, that there fhould be a competent number of hackney- 
“ coaches allowed for filch ufes, have, by the advice of our privy-council, thought fit to al- 
“ low fifty hackney-coachmen in and aliout London and Weftminfter j limiting them not to 
“ keep above twelve horfes apiece. Alfo fo many others. in other places of England as lhall 
•“ be ncQpliary. We therefore grant to you,” • (the Marquis) “ during your life, the power 
“ and authority to licence fifty hackney-coachmen, who lhall keep no more than twelve good 
“ horfes each, for their or any of their coach and coaches rcfpediively. You alfo hereby 
“ have power to licence fo many in other cities and towns of England, as in your wifdom 
“ lhall be thought neceffary ; with power to reftrain and prohibit all others from keeping any 
“ hackney-coach to let to hire, either in London, or elfewhere. Alfo to *prcfcribe rules and 
“ orders concerning the daily prices of the faid licenfed hackney-coachmen, to be by them, 
“ or any of them taken, for our own particular fervicc, and in their employment for our fub- 
“ jeSs ; provided fuch orders be firft allowed by us, under our royal hand.” By allowing 
each of thefc fifty coachmen twelve horfes, it is plain, there might be, and moft probably 
were, many more tlian fifty coaches kept by them ; poflibly even as far as three hundred in 
number. 

In p. 160, vol. X3f. of the Feeder*, in this fame year 1637, “ King Charles ilTues a procla- 
“ mation againft deceits in the packing of butter, and for marking the calks by a proper ofii- 
“ cer, who was to have a fee for that purpofe.” Wc have met with feveral fuch proclama- 
tions on this fubjed in the reign of this King, and his father ; and that no butter be exported 
witliout a licence j and for regulating tlxc fize of their calks. All which wc fcarcely thought 
worth our notice. 

In p. 161, of the fame volume, we have a fimilar proclamation of this King, direding the 
pigs and bars of iron made in England, to be marked or llamped by his furveyors of the iron- 
works, for preventing the making and felling of bad iron : and that iron was not to be ex- 
ported without the King’s licence, under pain of forfeiture, &c.— Thofe furveyors were here- 
by alfo empowered to enter any woods tliat were “ felled, cut, or corded, to be converted in- 
“ to coal for making of iron ; whcrc|)y it might appear of what condition thofe woods were 

“ that Ihould be employed that way ; that they be not cut down contrary to law.” A very 

proper regulation, if rightly executed. 

A propofal being in this year made to King Charles, “ for the better working of lead mines 
in Wales, fo as to extrad more filver therefrom than hitherto the miners there have had Ikill 
to do, in order for the coining of money therefrom : — The King therefore hereby ereds a 
“ mint at the caftle of Aberiftwith, in Cardiganlhirc, and appoints the propofer, Thomas 
“ Bulheli, Efquire, to be warden thereof : who, on his part, covenants with the King, to 
coin five different filver coins there, viz. Halftcrowns, whereof twenty-four, and two Ihil- 
“ lings over, lhall make a pound troy; Ihillings, fixty-two in the pound troy; fixpences, 
“ whereof one hundred and twenty-four to be in the pound troy; two-penccs, whereof three 
“ hupdred and feventy-two in the pound troy ; and pence, ^whereof feven hundred and forty- 
“ four in the pound troy : which pound troy lhall conuih eleven ounces and two penny- 
“ weights of fine filver, and eighteen pennyweights alloy ; which is the old right fiandard of 
“ the monies of filver in England. But two Ihillings out of every pound weight of coined 
“ filver lhall be retained at the mint ; viz. fourteen-pence for the charges of the faid mint, 
and tcn-pcncc for the King: fo that tlicre lhall only be delivered out to the owner tl rjc 
t “ pounds 
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1637 ** pounds by tale. The fiiid money to have the feathers (lamped on both (Ides of it, to (hew 
that it was coined in Wales. — Foedera, voK xx* p. 163. 

In this fame year 1637, King Charles again dircfted (hip-money to be levied, for the fer- 
vice of the year 1638. The nutilber of (liips, tonnage, and men, the fame as in the preced- 
ing year. — Foedera, voL xx. p. 169. 

In the fame volume of the Foedera, p. 171, we fee an inftance of the form of reprifals, 
granted by King Charles on all Holland (hips and merchandize to the fufFcrcrs, on ac- 
count of an hoflile aft committed in the year 1630, at fca, on certain Englilh fliips, by a (hip 
of Rotterdam ; the fufferer having in vain ufed all pofliblc endeavours to recover his goods, 
and to obtain juflice. I’he captors to render a juft account of their prizes to the admiralty. 
King Charles, p. 174, of the fame volume, in this year, permits the moderate ufe of wine 
calks by brewers, viftuallers, &c.’' which had laft year prohibited, upon their paying 
“ a fine, or elfc an annual payment to the King for that indulgence.^’ 

It would be almoft ncedlefs to recount all the little ways (for fuch they really merited, for 
the mod part, to be efteemed) of this fort, which this unhappy Prince was put upon for rai- 
fing of money, rather than to meet the reprefentatives of his people, in the conftitutional me- 
thod of Parliament ; which yet he was, at length, with an ill-grace, neceffitated to do. In 
the mean time, his orders, proclamations, injunftions, prohibitions, graitts, and patents, 
were to have the force, and to fupply the place, of afts of Parliamcnt.~4Vf2/ p o ratlone 
lunias ! 

After all the cxclufive powers, &c. which King Charles had granted to his foap company in v 
Weftminftcr, he found himfclf obliged, in this fame year, to recal them all, as appears by the 
twentieth volume, p. 181, of the Foedera : but, in their dead, he crefted another new cxclu- 
five foap coin|>any, within the city of London, equally illegal, having the Lord Mayor, Ed- 
ward Bromficld, Efquire, at their head. “ Whereby he prohibits all others throughout Eng- 
“ land, but fuch as lhall be free of this new corporation, from making of foap, (excepting 
Sir Richard Wefton, and fcveral ioap-makers of Briftol, Bridgewater, Exeter, Somerfet, Dor- 
fet, Devon, and Cornwall, who had licences to make limited quantities and forts of foap , for 
which they probably gave due fatisfaftion} or from buying of pot-alhcs, &c. The Well- * 
“ miniler company having (irft refigned their charter into the King's hands.” 

In p. 186, of the fame volume, wc fee “ King Charles's fpecial coinmlllioii to Robert Earl ^ 
“ of Whirwick, his agents and alTociates, with as many armed Ihins as he lliould judge pro- 
per, at his and their cofts, for an undertaking tending to the advancement of our fervice 
“ and revenue, and the enlargement of our territories in the W^eft Indies, and to the public 
“ honour of the nation. And to affiiil, take, burn, or otherwife deftroy, any carracks, Ihips, 
gallies, &c. in tliofe fcas, or any where clfe, where the free navigation, trade^ or commerce ' 
“ of any of our fubjefts is or lhall be denied, or aftually intercepted, or oppofed in any kind* . 
“ Saving the carracks, Ihips, &c* of all Princes and llaies keeping league and amity with us, . 
and not denying or aftually interrupting, he, the faid free navigation in riie feas afoiclaid. 
Empowering the faid Earl, and his afTociateS, in an hoftilc manner, by force of arms, ftrata- 
‘‘ gem, and other policy of war, to invade, furptife, vanquilh, retain, poflefs, and keep to 
our ufe, any lands, iflands, cities, caftlcs, or other parts, lying and being within the con- 
** tinent or iilands of America, or clfcwherc, wiiich he (hall any way bring under Iris power ; 

“ and therein to plant, inliabit, and fortify, or clfe to dcmolilb and deftroy the fame : and to 
** take tp his ufe all tlic. ammunition, goods, and treafurc found therein, &c.” 


Every 
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1637 Every one may prcfently guefs, that this private expedition tvas intended againft the Spahilh 
Weft Indies : for although there was tlien peace between England and Spain in Europe, yet 
there never had bceti any proper treaty of peace between thofe nations, relating to the Weft In* 
Indies, or other parts of America ; concerning all which parts, the pretcnlions of the crown 
of Spain ran ftill fo high as to claim the abfolute Ibvercignty. And that very wild and arbi- 
trary claifh gave a reafoiiable ground for other maritime nations to get poireffion of as much as 
they could of thofe undetermined territories : whereas, if Spain bad made treaties with England 
and France in thofe early days, for afeertaining the diftinft property of each of the faid three 
nations there, flae might at this day have preferved her claim to forac parts thereof, which the 
feeblenefs of that monarchy in fuccceding times obliged her to give up. 1‘his intended expe- 
dition, however, probably, did not fuccecd; or rather, perhaps, did not take place, lince 
none of our naval hiftorians or voyagers make any mention of it. 

In p. 191, of the faid twentieth volume of the Fccdcra, wc have, ‘‘ King Charles’s patent 
to Thomas Earl of fteikOiire, for the foie ufe of his new-invented kiln, for the drying of 
malt and hops, with fca-coal, turf, peat, or any other cheap fuel; w^ith power to him to 
compound for a fum of money, to be paid by fuch as lliall defire to ufe his faid invention.’’ 
Private letter-carriers between England and France we find were ftill in ufe, notwithilanding 
King Charles’s proclamation, in the year 1636, and alfo. King Louis the Thirteenth’s, in the 
fame year, both prohibiting the fame. In confequence of an agreement between thole two 
Princes, the route of the public polls was from Dover to Calais, and thence to Paris, by Bou- 
logne, Abbeville, and Amiens ; whereas the private polls failed from Rye to Dieppe, and 
thence to Paris. Wherefore, in vol. xx. p. 192, of the Foedera, “ King Charles, by pro- 
clam^ttion, forbids any letters from being fent from Rye to Dieppe, or any other way what- 
“ ever, but from his poftmaftcr-gcneral, by they way of Calais, as above. He alfo again pro- 
hibits all private polls at home ; hereby renewing his former declaration of the feveral rates 
‘‘ of poftage, as exhibited under the year 1635.” 

In England, gentlemen, merchants, and traders, not long before this time, were forced to 
employ Ids certain carriers ; or clfe W'ere at the greater cxpcncc of fpecial mclTcngers with their 
letters. Univcrfities and great towns had their own particular polls ; and the fame horfe, or 
foot-poft, went quite through the j 'arncy, and returned with other letters, without having 
different ftages, as at prefent. It was thus pradlifed ftill later in Scotland, as having lefs com- 
merce than in England, 

In p. 19Q, of the fame volume, in the lift or catalogue of offices filled up in England, for 
tlic faid year 1637, wc meet with the following ones, viz. 

“ Firll, The agency for the foje making and felling of all counterpoifes, or weights and 
“ grains ; and the approving and allowing of all balances for his Majefty’s coins or money of 
gold, within England and Ireland. 

Secondly, Tlie office of meafurer of all foieign balks and timber. 

I'hirclJy, The office of agency for his Majefty to grant licences to fell tobacco by retail. 

** Fourthly, I'he office of intelligence; and of entering the names of all mafters, miltrdres, 
‘‘ and fervants ; and of all goods loft and found, &c. in London, Weftminftcr, and tlirce 
“ miles diftant. 

Fifthly, The office of fealer of all playing-cards and dicCw*^ 

In the fame year, we find another monopoly of King Clraflfs, though not in the Foeclcra. 
It. is in a fmall quarto book, publiflicd in the year 1655, intiticd, England’s Grievance dif- 

covered 
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1637 covered in relation to the Coal Trade ; where, in cap. xxi. it is faid, that, in the thirteenth 

year of bis reign, he granted to Sir Thomas Tcmpeft, and others, notwithftanding the former 
«xcluiiveand perpetual right, by charter, of the Hoftmen of Ncvvcalllc, “ the foie power of 
felling of all coals exported out of the river Tyne, for twenty-one years.” 

At this time James, Duke of Cpurland, made a confiderable figure in naval power and 
commerce : he built a good number of ftOut foips of war, and alfo fome forts on the coaft of 
Guinea, where be fettled fadories : he alfo fettled a colony on tlic ifle of Tobago in the Welt 
Indies : fo that King Charles Guftavus, of Sweden, is reported fometime after this to have 
plcafantly faid, “ my coufin of Courland is too great for a Duke, and too little for a King.” 
But as that Dutchy had not a fufficiency of materials and manufafturcs for a great commerce, 
and that the fuperior genius of that Prince died with him, Courland after his death funk to 
its former proper and intrinfic value. 

By an order of King Charles and his Council, in this fame year, as appears by all the 
London hifloriographers of that age, that King, who delighted too much in copying after any 
arbitrary order of other nations, commanded “ all the London tilverfmiths to live in Gold- 
fmith’s-row, “ being the fouth fides of the two famous llrects of London named Chcapfide 
“ and Lombard-ftreet.” The cruelty and abfurdity of this almoft frantic order is fo obvious 
to every one, that it is needicfs to make any further animadverfion on it. Poffibly, fuch as 
■were to be indulged in this cafe paid fufficiently for it. 

The firft Europeans who fettled in that part of America, fince named Ncwjerfey, and in 
part of Pcnfylvania, were Swedes: we cannot fix the exafl: year, although probably about 

1637, but it was however in Queen Chrifiina’s reign. They are faid, through our unac- 
countable fupinenefs, to have crefied three towns therein very early, whofe names -ftill re- 
main, viz. Gottenburg, Hcifingburg, and Chriftina. Yet the Swedes, not being fo induf- 
trious as their neighbours the Dutch of New Nidderland, now New York, were by them 
difpoflefled of the northern part, which they named, in Latin, Nova Belgia, But, as neither 
Swedes nor Dutch had any right to fettle there, that country being part of our province of 
Virginia, as then fo called ; the Duke of York, as we fhall fee, made no fcruplc to difpolTcfs 
them both, in the year 1664. 

1638 By the quarto ircatifc already quoted under the foregoing year, aifd entitled, England’s 
Grievance difeovered in relation to the Coal Trade, chap. xxii. we learn, that, in the year 

1638, King Charles incorporated a Company of Coal Monopolizers, viz. Thomas Horth and ^ 
other mahets of Ihips, “ who were impowered to buy all coals exported from the ports of 
“ Sunderland, Newcafilc, Blithe, and Berwick,” paying to that King one fliilling per chal- 
dron cuftom. “ And to fell them again to the city of London, at a price not exceeding 
“ fcventccn Ihillings per chaldron in fummer, and nineteen lliillings in winter ; provided they 

“ had a free market and a juft meafure at Newcaftle, 8cc.” As this is not the fame grant as 
that in the preceding year, it is probable the latter was revoked. 

The French fleet, under the Archbilhop of Bourdeaux, now beats the Spanifh fleet of 
galcons, of which they took fcveral ; and, in the lame year, the gallics of Marfeilks vanquilh- 
ed thofe of Spain,' near Genoa. 

The Dutch, from Batavia, worfted the Portuguefe at Ceylon, in this year, both at fea, and 
on land ; whereupon the former took pollclfion of their forts on that illand. Upon which, 
the Emperor, as the voyagejrs of thofe times think proper to call him, or King of Candy, con- 
cludes a treaty with the Dutch, arid grants them many privileges, and a rc-iiriburfcmcnt of 
VoL. 11 . 3 B the 
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1638 tlie charges of their expeditions againft the Portuguefe, to be paid in dnnalndn, ptsppcf, car- 
damoms, indigo, wax, &c. with great prefents font io BadVia. 

In purfuance of two afts of Parliament, of the thirty-ftiAth and forty-thifd of Qjjeen Eli- 
zabeth, for the true making of cloth, d hefting all kinds of woollOn clothe brought for falc to 
London, to be firft carried to Black well-hall, the common doth market for the faid city, to 
be there foarched and fcaled ; and of King James’s proclamation, in his eleventh year, direft- 
ing, that all forts of vendible clotlis, bayes, felts, fays, ftiifih, as Wdl old as new draperies,, 
made in England and Wales, fhould be brought to the faid BlackWell-hall, for the like pur- 
pofe ; King Charles publilhed a proclamation to the fattie efFeft i as alfo to prevent thofe who, 
to elude the faid laws, make contrafts for thofe woollen goods in the country, and bring 
them afterwards to London, to inns, warchoufes, &c. to be there fold; whereby, fays the 
King, much deceit and damage redoundeth to our fubjefts, and diferedit to our cloths in 
foreign parts ; and alfb the poor children of Chrift-hofpital, in London, arc defrauded of the 
duties of hallage there, appointed for their relief.— Foedcra, vol, xx. p. 221. 

In this fame volume, p. 223, ofthc Fcedcra, “ King Cltarles commands, by his proclama- 
“ tion, all merchants, and mailers of Ihips, See. not to fet forth any Ihip or Ihips with paf- 
“ fengers or provifions for New England, without his or his Privy Council's fpecial licence, 
“ for divers weighty and important caufes well known to us.” This was for reftraining the 
Puritans from going to New England ; who, at this time, flocked thither in great numbers, 
to enjoy that liberty in a wildernefs which every man has an undoubted right to, demeaning 
himfelf in a peaceable manner, in his native land. Moll criiel therefore was the proceeding 
®f this King ill regard to thofe people ; on the onciliand, to perfccutc them at home, and, on 
the other, to prevent their withdrawing from fuch pcrfccution. 

The faid Prince’s proclamation, in the fixth year of his reign, having prohibited any raw 
filk from being dyed before the gum be fair boiled off ; “ being now better informed by mer- 
“ chants, rUercers, filk-racn, and lilk-weavcrs, that there is a fort of filfc called hard lllk, dyed 
“ upon the gum, neccflarily ufed in the making of tufted taffctics, figured fattins, fine flight 
“ ribbons, and ferret rlbbotis, both black and coloured; and although it be dyed upon the 
“ gum, yet will it not be incrcafed in weight above the limitations following, via. tins pound 
weight of raw or thrown filk not to exceed fixteen ounces when dyed into any coloured Iiard 
“ filk, with half an ounce at moll for remedy; and being dyed into Spanilh black hard filk 
“ not to exceed nineteen ounces when dyed, without any addition for remedy. Wherefore, 
“ in this year 1638, tbiJ. p. 223, he dkefts his lall-named fchcroe to take place. And he 
“ further direfts, that no hard filk be ufed or mixed m the making of any other manufaftures 
“ of filk than t!ic above-named ones. Alfo, that none Ihall import any fluffs or other ma- 
“ nufaftures made or mixed with hard filk, other than tUfted taffaties and figured fattins ; nor 
“ any fluffs whatfoever made or mixed With filk, which fliall not be in breadth a full half yard 
nail and half nail within the lifts, on forfeiture thereof.” 

That King having lately incorporated the makers, in London, of hats and caps of beaver 
wool ; “ and the wearing of beaver hats, fays the King; Hid: p. 230; being of late become 
“ much in ufc by thofe of rank and quality ; be therefore J)rolH bits the importation of any 
“ hats or caps of beaver, or of any other fort whatever : and that none lhaii make any hats 
“ for the future but freemen of tliat corporation. AlfO, that no hair, wool, or other fluff, 
“ be by tlie faid hat makers mixed with tbcit beaver wool in hat mafckig : not fitall any hats, 

'* . called 



1638 “ caUc 4 dcroy-«iftor^, be jM^iiffeforth made to be fold here ; but, as they »ic demanded iix 
“ forcigii parts, they may be exported beyond iea.” 

In p. 234,. ihid. “ King Cbarles repeals all tlie reftraluts he had lately laid on ntalfters or 
* ‘ malt ipakets, in the year }. 636/’ 

In p. 441, of, the faid twentieth yplume of'the Fcedera, we find, that the \vinc merchants 
and vintners, of England, having agreed to pay forty fliillings per ton to King Charles for all 
the wines. they fhould import, that King, in return, “ prohibits the wine coopers, who had 

already crept into.^be wine tr^de, frpm importing wines.” 

By the fame record it alfp appears, that licences for retailing of wines were then under the 
management of the Vinlucr’s Company, for his Majefty’s benefit. 'J’hc King alfo hereby 
dire£ls, tliat “ the cufiom of retailing of wines in bottles and other undue mcafures be laid 
“ afide; and that all wines be retailed by juft meafures alone.” 

Bigotry in religion, ever .obftruflive of the freedom of commerce, and an unaccountable 
bias to the old laws, before commerce became confidcrable in Eugli^nd, had fo blinded King 
Charles and his Miniftry, that many proclamations and orders were now made which were 
very hurtful to the due freedom of commerce : of which weaknefs we have already feeii 
various inftances ; and in p. aao, of the twentierix volume of tlx;; Focdcra, we have one more 
example thereof. It is in a tedious proclamation, “ for reforming of abufes in the mariu- 
“ facturc and breadths of filks and ftuffs of fofeign materials, fuch as velvets, pluflxes, tiftues, 
“ gold and filver ftufTs, daraalks, tafiatics, garters, ribbons, and laces ; hereby impowering 
“ the W'eavers Company of London, to admit fuch a competent number of fuch perfons, as 
“ well ftrangers as natives, into the freedom of their Company, as had cxcrcifcd the trade of 
“ weaving at leaft one whole year before the date of die new charter, which he had in this 
“ fame year granted to that Company, who lhall be conformable to the laws of the realm, and 
“ the conftitutions of the church of England.” 

What, in the name of common fenfe, had the conftitution of any church to do with the 
tr.idc of weaving. W'hat other qualification could be requilite in weaving, but that the weaver 
Ihould be a peaceable lubjefl, and, confidcring thofc times, a Proteftaixt of fome denomina- 
tion or other. 

In p. 278,* ihid. wc have King Charles’s proclamation for a very praife-worthy purpofe, in 
this fame year, viz. “ for deducting fix-pence per month from fea pificers pay, and four-pence 
** per month from all Tailor’s wages, in the merchants fervice, in the port of London ; to be 
“ applied for the relief of maimed, flxipvvreckcd, or otherwife diftrefled Tailors in the mcr- 
“ chants fcrvice ; and of die poor widows and children of fuch as lhall be killed or loft in 
“ merchandizing voyages. This money to be under the management of the corporation of 
“ the Trinity-hpufc, then kept at RatcIilF. Excepting, however, failors in the Eaft India 
“ Company’s fervice; who had even fo early as this time, as they ftill have, a provifion of 
“ this kind fettled on them.” 

Cj* In our own days a charitable corporation,, for this good purpofe, has lately been crcifted 
in London, fupported by the voluntary contributions of merchaixts, &c. • 

In this fame year. King Charles fomewbat relaxes in his flxip money, for the fuccceding 
year 1639, as appears in p. a86, of the faid twentieth volume of the Foedera. For although 
it is faid to be levied all over England, as in the two preceding years, yet it was now to be 
only for eighteen Ihips and^pinnaces : buthow the affcirmcnt for this levy was made docs not 
appear in the Focdcra. The clamour which took place on the levying of it at idJ, without 

B 2 the 
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1638 the confent of Parliament, and Mr. Hampden's trial for refufing to pay it, had now begun to 
make tliat Prince more cautious in the cxtenlion of his prerogative; as indeed hef bad great 
need to be, confidering the ftorm foon coming on him. — He therein dlrcfts his Lord Admiral, 
the Earl of Northumberland, to fupply, as ufual, Ihips out of his-own navy, for fuch coun- 
ties whofe iituation difabicd them from fitting out any themfelves, and to apply tlie money 
they lhall pay to him as therein direfled. 

In p. ^9, of the fame volume, we find that King Charles iiTues a proclamation againft the 
felling or exporting of tin from Devonlhire and Cornwall, until it be duly allayed, weighed, 
and coined, as the ftamping of it is termed by the ftannary laws, by his officers. He alfo pro- 
hibits the importation of tin from foreign parts. 

It appears by p. 293, ibid, that, in the faid year, “ King Charles had given his obligation 
“ to Sir Paul Pindar, an eminent merchant of London, for a pendant diamond, cut faucct- 
“ wife, weighing twenty-one carats, for the fum of eight tboufand pounds, which that 
“ famous merchant had paid for it. For which fum he was allowed the legal interell of eight 
“ per cent, to be paid out of the allum duties; but the principal was not to be paid- till the 
•' year 164a." And, probably, never was paid at all. 

In p. 298, ibid, “ it appears that the Englilh Eaft India Company having reprefented to 
“ King Charles, the great fcarcity of Spanilh filver, whereby they were difabicd from fupply- 
“ ing themfelves with a fufficient quantity for their occafions, in their intended voyage to 

Perfia and India with three Ihips ; he licences them to export twenty thoufand pounds in 
“ foreign gold ; or, if that cannot be done, in Englilh gold : — Any law, ftatute, aft of Par- 
“ liament, proclamation, &c. to the contrary notwitbftanding.” 

In p. 301, of the faid twentieth volume of the Fcedera, “ King Charfes fettles the annual 
“ cxpcnce of his Queen’s diet, and that of her houlhold or family ; and makes alfo a provifion 

for the ftables, and other neceflary charges for Irerfelf and fervants ; the whole amounting 
“ to forty thoufand pounds per annum : — To be paid out of the greater and leffcr cuftoms on 
“ merchandize exported and imported ; and to commence after his dcceafc.” 

There was coined at the mint in the Tower of London, from March 1619 to March 163S, 
fix millions nine hundred thoufand and forty-two pounds eleven fhillings and one-penny in 
gold and filver. — Happy future State of England, in folio, 1689, p. 78. 

Cardinal Richlicu feems to have underftood, very early, the great importance of which the 
French Weft India ifics would prove, even before they had any fugar canes, planted in them : 
and having tlie glory and intcreft of France very much at heart, he laboured to give his fovc- 
rcign, Louis Xlll. favourable impreffions of them, although they produced nothing yet but 
cotton, ginger, and bad tobacco. Wherefore he, at this time, got his King to appoint the 
governor of thnfe ifles to be his own lieutenant general there. By fuch means the Freiicli 
illes foon became much improved, and more particularly Martinico, and their moiety of the 
iHand of St. Cbriftoplier. 

As for the Engli^i Weft India iftes, they were encouraged alfo at this time, and had much 
the fame produftions ; yet it is eafy to conceive how inconfidcrable they were before they 
entc ed into the fugar trade. They made fome indigo, and had cotton and ginger alfo ; but 
their tobacco was batl^ and more efpecially that of Barbadoes was deemed the worft of all. 

With refpeft to ]^ngland’s Royal Fiffiery Company, it certainly was very ill condufted. 
The Grand Penfionarj^of Holland, Mr. De Witt, lias upon this account made the following 
fatirkal remark, in his book of ihe Intcreft of Holland, part. ii. chap. i. viz. England, in 

“ thofc 
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1638 “ thofc days, had challenged the fovereignty of the narrow feas ; and alleged, that the filhery 
“ belonged folcJy to them: yet when England hadfet on foot a herring filhery, in the reign 
“ of King Charles the firft, and had taketi their herrings at one and the fame time and place 
“ with the Hollanders, and fciit them to Dantzic, in the years 1637 and 1638, the Dutch 
“ herrings were there approved as good; but the Englilli herrings, to the very laft barrel, 
“ were eftcemed naught.” 

^639 Although Spain's declenfion was now become extremely vifible, yet, in this year 1639, that 
monarchy was ftill able. to make the greateft effort at fea that it had ever done fince their famous 
armada, in 1588; for it confifted of frxty*feven large fhips from Corunna, carrying twenty- 
five thoufand feamen and twelve thoufand foldiers. 

This great and numerous naval armament was intended to relieve Dunkirk, before which 
the Dutch fleet lay, and otherwife to fupport tlieir Netlierland provinces: although Puffen- 
dorf, furely improbably, conjeflures, that it was intended to aflift Denmark againft Sweden. 
This great armada, however, wa.s firll encountered in the Englifli Channel, and afterward in 
the Downs, by the Dutch fleet, of one hundred fhips, under Van Tromp; which in the end 
gained an entire viftory, and deftroyed moft of their Ihips, amongft which was a great Portu- 
guefe galcon, of one thoufand four hundred tons, eighty cannon, and eight hundred men ; 
Motvvithflanding that King Charles the Firft of England- had endeavoured by his Admiral, 
Sir John Pennington, with tliirty-four Ihips of war, to preferve a neutrality between thofo 
two huge fleets,, whilft they lay watching each others motions, for near three weeks, on the 
coaft of Kent. 

This terrible blow, followed by fcvcral fuhfequent defeats at fca by the French, entirely 
broke the naval power of Spain ; fo as never to recover it in any degree till our own times, 
Thel'c difafters induced Spain to conic into terms with the Dutch at tlie Munfter treaty. 

In the faid year 1639, we have, in the twcntieili volume of the Foedcra, p. 336, a treaty 
of peace and commerce between King Charles I. of England and Chriftian IV. of Denmark, 
concluded by Sir Thomas Rowe, at Gluckftad. What is to our proper purpofe briefly fol- 
lows, viz. 

“ Article III. No warlike fuccours, either in money, provifions, arms, ammunition, ma-. 

“ chines, (machinas) guns, &c. fhall be fupplied to the enemies of either party. 

“ IV. If either of the contrafling parties be attacked by any third power, wham he had 
“ not fiitft attacked nor provoked, or fhall make any pretenfions to a right to or I'uperiority 
“ over any of his countries or dominions not adtually poflefled by the claimer, then the other 
“ party, if not at war himfclf, fhall, in*four months at furtheft, fupply him with the follow- 
“ ing fliips of war, viz. four of one hundred and fifty or two hundred tons each,, and one 
“ hundred and fifty or two hundred men,- and twenty pieces of ordnance in each fhip: and 
“ four other fliips of one hundred to one hundred and twenty tons each, carrying one hun- 
“ dred or one hundred and tw’cnty men each, and fixteen cannon in each fliip : and fupplied 
“ with all I'uitable {lores by the tender, and with three months provifions ; but i'ftcrward.s, 

“ during the war, they fhall be fupplied, &c. by the party whom they are fent to aflift. 

“ XIV. The King of Great Britain’s fuhjcfls fhall-not refort to the ports of the King of 
“ Denmark prohibited by former treaties, without the fpecial licence of his Danifli Majefty 
“ afkcd and granted ; uale£s compelled to it .by ftoxm ; in which laft cafe they fiiall by no 
“ means trade there. 


» XV. S.’iips 
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1639 “ XV. Ships and tnerchandize wrecked on the coafts of either contraftiiig party may bp 

■“ freely claimed by the proper owners; and the natives of tliofc coafts (hall not injure nor 
“ obflruft them, but {hall rather be ready to jfffifl. them, being paid for their trouble. 

“ XIX. And bccaufc the ifles of Orkney and of Shetland cannot well be omitted to be 
“ mentioned in this treaty, it is now agreed, th.it, during tire Jives of both Kings, and the 
V life of the longcft liver of them, nothing fltall be moved or treated of concerning them.” 

hide trail atui quufcit, “ Saving always, neverthclefs, the right or pretenfions of 
“ their fucceflbrs. . . ' 

“ XX. Nothing in this treaty lhall derogate from former ones, unlcfs where cxprcfsly rc- 
“ pealed by the prefent treaty. 

There are fomc things particularly remarkable in the foregoing treaty. As, 

Firft, The poor naval alliliauce to be afforded to either party. 

Secondly, Inlcccpingup ftill the old article of the -prohibited places of Weftmony and Ice- 
land, which wcrcMiot to be traded to without a fpccial licence from the crown of Dcnnrark. 
And, 

Thirdly, The Danifli monarch tacitly keeping up his pretenfions to Orkney and Shetland, 
after the crown of Scotland had quietly poflefled thofc illes for fo many centuries. To which 
ifles the Danifh crown had renounced, by treaty, all former claims long before this time. All 
which is now quite obfolete, and is befides fo plain and obvious, that it requires no further 
animadverfion. 

King Charles being at York, on the ninth of April 1639, going to fupprefs the Scotifh re- 
bellion, he found himfclf obliged, for the quieting the minds of his people, to publiih the 
following proclamation, for revoking many of his illegal grants and monopolies ; as it appears 

P- 34°* twentieth volume of the Foedera, viz. 

“ Whereas divers grants, licences, privileges, and commiilions, had been procured from 
“ him, on pretences for the common good and profit of his fubjefts, which fince, upon cx- 
“ pericnce, have been found to be prejudicial and inconvenient to his people, — and in their 
“ execution have been notorioufly abufed : he is now pleafed, of his mere grace and fiivour, 
“ with the advice of his Privy Council, to declare tbefc following to be utterly void and rc- 

voked, viz. 

“ I. A commiflion touching cottages and in -mates.” This was granted laft year, to com- 
pound with all fuch as had built cottages, without four acres of land annexed to each of 
them ; and with fuch as fuffered in-mate’s, or more fomilies than ouc, to refide in any of the 
Faid cottages. 

“ 2. A commiflion touching feriveners and brokers. 

“ 3- For compounding with offenders touching tobacco,” \.e. fuch 'as fold it 

without tlie King’s ffamp. 

“ 4. For compounding with offenders for tranfportation of butter beyond fea,’* 

without his ftamp and licence. 

“ S- For compounding with offenders, for importing or ufing of Logwood. 

“ 6. For compounding with fteriffs, for felling their under-lhcriffs places. 

** 7* ' For compounding for the deftroflion of woods, by iron works. 

“ 8. - For concealments and encroachment* within twenty miles of Lon- 

“ don. 

9, For a licence to export fliccp Jkins and lamb Ikins. 


** 10 . A com- 
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1639 10. A commiffion for compounding with the dreffcrs of venifon, phcafants, and par- 

tridges, in inns, alehoufes, ordinaries, and taverns. 

II, ■ - For liccnfing of brewers. 

*i 12, For the foie tranfportingof lamperns. 

ti i^, For weighing of hay and ftraw. 

14. For an office of regifter to the Commillion of Bankrupts, in divers 

“ counties. 


“ » 5 . 

For gauging of red herrings. 

“ 16. 

For the marking of iron made in England. 

“ 17. 

For the fealing of l>onc-lace. . 

“ 18. 

For the marking and gauging of butter ca/ks. 

19. 

For the privilege of ufing kelp and fea-wced. 

« 20. 

For fealing of linen cloths. 

“ 21. 

For the gathering of rags. 

22. -■ " 

For a grant of a faftory for Scotifh merchants. 

“ 23- — 

For fcarching and fealing of foreign hops. 

“ 24. — 

For the fealing of buttons. 


“ 25. All grants of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, before jadginent granted. 

26. All patents for new inventions, not put in praftice within three years from the date 
of their refpedlivc grants. 

“ 27. Laftly, The feveral grants of incorporation to hatband-makers, giullring-makcrs, 
fpcftaclc-makcrs, comb-makers, tobacco-pipe-makers, butchers, and homers. 

And the King herein declares, that a writ of quo warranto or fclre facias lhall be iifued to 
“ recal the faid grants and patents, unlefs they do voluntarily furrender them.” 

By thefe and all other projefts of fmall note the King was reckoned to have railed about 
two hundred thoufand pounds yearly ; according to the book, intiticd, The Royal Treafury 
of England. Oftavo, London, priritcd in the year 1725, p. 284. 

In this fame year, p. 342, of the fame volume, “ that King being informed, that fnndry 
“ merchants, notwithftanding his proclamation of laft year to the contrary, did continue to 
“ trade in woollen goods to other ports of Germany and the Netherlands, than to the mart- 
towns or ftaple-towns of the Merchant-adventurers Companv ; he now renews that pro- 
“ clamation, and prolongs the time formerly allowed them to keep their freedom in that fcl- 
lowfliip. He alfo hereby ftriftly prohibits the exportation beyond fca of wool, woolfcls, 
woollen-yarn, fullers-carth, and tobacco-pipe-clay, (now,” fays the King, ‘‘ found to be 
“ of the fame nature and ufc with fuIIcrs-carth ;) by the exportation whereof,” lie is inform- 
ed, “ there is a great decay of the woollen manufadlnrc.” 

In p. 334, of the faid twentieth volume of the Foedera, King Charles, in the faid year 1639, 
revokes much of the extravagant power and authority wliich he had formerly granted to 
“ the clerk of the market of his houihold, and to the water bailiff : as alfo his charter of in- 
“ corporation to the makers of bricks and tiles, near London and Weftminfter, as being 
** found hurtful. Alfo that tlic iffucs of jurors lliail net be farmed, as being a grievance to 
“ many of his fubjefts.” 

In p. 346, ibicL “ that King grants a commiffion of enquiry into the conduft of Peter 
“ Richaut, merchant, treafurer of the Fifhery Company, concerning oppreffions and wi o;u^s 
“ done by him to feveral poor tradefmen dealing with tliat Company. — To enquire alio, vvlic- 
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1639 “ tlicr the flock of that Company be dim'mifhed ; and, if fo, how it came to be fo alfp to 
“ enquire into ail other matters relating to the faid Filhery Company ; and into the means, 
“ for the future, of fettling the faid fifliery bufinefs', for tlie beft advantage of the common- 
“ wealth of our kingdoms : to the end, that, upon return of the faid commifHon, it may 
“ appear which way fo worthy an undertaking, for the honour of us and the common good 

of Pur fubjefts, may be advanced, &c.” We may here obferve, that fcvcral of the mono- 
polies andP’projcfts before-named, which the King now revokes, are not to be found in 
the Foedera; and that, on the other hand, many .mentioned in that noble colledicn arc 
not now mentioned to be revoked . — ^ This Prince was, to his very laft breath, ever too 
late, cither in rcdrcfling of giicvauces," or in other .refpeds complying with his people’s jull: 
complaints. 

In the fame year 1639, and p. 357, of the fame volume of the Foedera, wc have “ King 
■“ Charles’s commifliou to five perfons to repair to the illand of Barbadocs, and to remove the 
“ then pretended governor of ir, who prefumed to continue to act as fuch, after another h.id 
“ been appointed by James Earl of Carlille.” it recites, “ that Barbadoes was cftc'cmed otic 
“ of the Caribbee iflcs, and a. part of the then fo called province of Carliflc, in America, 
“ granted to James Hay, the late Earl ofCarlifle, and to his lieirs,” as already mentioned in 
the preceding part of this work. It feems, “ that this pretended governor. Captain Henry 
“ Hawley, had only had a commiffion from the King, in the beginning of tliis year, for 
“ treating with the inhabitants ot Barbadoes, and of other ifland colonies, concerning, a mo- 
“ deration to be held in the planting of tobacco fugar not being as yet produced in any of 
them, “ and for regulating the prices thereof ; and for none other employment intended by 
“ us,” fays the King. “ Under colour of wJiich he took on himfelf the llile of Lieutenant- 
“ general and Governor of Barbadoes, &c.” 

In tlys year 1639, the.Englifh firft fettled on tlic pleafant ifle of St. Lucia, one of the Ca- 
ribbee iflcs, within feven le.agucs of Martinico, feven alfo from St. Vincents, and twenty-four 
from Barbadoes; being twenty-four miles in length .and eleven in breadth; abounding with 
plenty of timber, proper for houfes and mills, with which the neighbouring ifles, both Eng- 
lifli and French, arc ftill fupplied. It h.as alfo plenty of fuftic and cocoa ; ^nd good harbours 
and anchoring places. Two years after, the Englilh governor and moft of his people were 
murdered by the Caribbean natives, and the reft driven out of the ifland, by the inftigatioii, 
as was fufpeaed, of the .F'rcnch at ^-Urtinico, though difowned by the French governor. 
Neither .did tlie French, at that time, nor for many years after, form any pretenfions to that 
ifland But, during the ciyil wars of England, between King Charles the Firft and his Par- 
liament, Monfieur Parquot, from Martinico, fent forty Frenchmen to take pofleflion of Sr. 
Luci.T ; which the French call St. Alouzie, but the Caribbeans, being as much at enmity whtlx 
.tlic French as with, the Englifli, killed two of their governors and many of their people, and 
maintained their independence, till after the rcftoraiion of King Charles the Second. 

Amongft the offices (in p. 381, of vol. xx. of the Foedera) which we find to have been filled 
• up in the faid year 1639. by King Charles, there is one, “ For farveying of gamefters ufing 
“ the cxercife of wrcftliiig, in any place or places within the compaft or diftance of three 
“ miles of the city of London which wc only remark for its feeming Angularity. Every 
■age has its peculiar diverfions and cuftoms ; and though this may appear ftrangc in our age, it 
was probably in great vogue at that time, even peichaps (as much as cricket lately was) by per- 
/ons of high rank. 


Betweea 
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J639 Between the years 1630 and 1640, whilft there were no Parliaments in England, the Hoi-* 
landers carried on a moft profitable commerce, to the Engllih American plantations ; there 
not being then any legal prohibition of foreign ihipping relorting thither. 

In the former part of the reign of Louis the Thirteenth, the divifions and coafiifions in 
France, during his minority, were great obftruftions to the promoting of commerce. On 
the otlicr hand, the Proteftants of France became thereby lo confidcrablc, as, at Icngtii, to 
conduft their affairs independently, and more like a free republic, than as fubjcfls. This 
conficleration drew Richlicu’s vengeance on thofe poor .jjftoplc, by the ficge and taking of Ro- 
chclle, their capital city, which was become a kind of cm^rium for their commerce. Dr. 
Hcylin, in his Cofniography, fays, that when befieged, ifnitii one hundred and tw'enty mer- 
chains in it, each w^orlh one hundred tboufend crowns. Aftcfe which, that Cardinal, as wc 
have fecn, firll began to form a confideiable royal navy about this time ; the French liaving be- 
fore had fcarccly any good fhips of war of their own, — but made nfe of the fhips of other na- 
tions occahonally. ‘‘ 1 doubt,” fays Dr. Hcylin on this occafion/ “ fonie ^[rSghbouring 
princes in the mean time, looked not well about them.” 

5640 This memorable year 1640, was propitious to the commerce of England, and of other na- 
tions, on account of the great revolution in Portugal, when John Duke of Braganza found 
means to drive out the Spaniards, and to afeend the throne of l^ortugal by the name of King 
John the Fourth, For, while Spain was able to fupply their American provinces with the 
filk, fpiccs, calicoes, ^c, of the Portuguefe fettlcincnts in the Eaft Indies, flic thereby not 
only had more of her own American treafure left in her hands ; but, moreover, England and 
other Hates had not till now fo great a call for their merchandize, wherewith to fupply Spain 
and its American provinces. But, flnee Spain loft Portugal, and confcqucntly the Portuguefe 
fctticments in the Eaft Indies, having few or no manufactures, and but little produd of her 
own, wines excepted, for fupplying of her American provinces, thcEnglifli, Dutch, and Ham- 
burghers, and, latcft of all, the French have, more abfolutcly than formerly, fnpplicd Spain 
with the great bulk of their commodities and manufactures, both for her home confumption, 
and the much greater one of her vaft American territories,’ Ceuta, however, having a Spanifli 
garrifon, did not revolt to the ]])ukc of Braganza, as the reft of the Portuguefe territories had 
done ; but remains to this day, in the pollcffion of Spai;i. 

It has not proved fo favourable to the commerce aiuf* other Intercfts of the reft of Europe, 
that France gained, in tliis fame year, fo much the afeendant over Spain, both by protecting 
the revolted Catalans, and by taking from her the city of Arras, t}ic capital of the province of 
Aftois, by the^Flemlngs till then deemed impregnable. 

King Charles, being in this fiime year 1640, engaged in preparing for a religious war witli 
the Scots, and not as yet ftooping to call an Englifli Parliament for a fupply, he fell on very 
extraordinary methods for raifing money; amongft others, he bought, this year, upon credit, 
of the Eaft^ India Company, all their pepper, which he fold out again for ready money. In a 
ftated account of . money dllburfed out of the tonnage and poundage duty for the navy, to tlic 
9tli of June 1642, wc find the following payment, viz. “ To the Eaft India Company, in 
part of a debt owing to them by his Majefty, for pepper, bought by my Lord Cottington, 
nine thoufaud four hundred and thirteen pounds fourteen fliillings and feveh pence.” 

In King Charles’s fpecial commiffion foi^^lgMfeprovifion, in the faid year 1640, for his 
army going againft Scotland, we arrows were then flill in ufe ; aird tliat 

ftonc fhot, or cannot bullets of ftonc, as wci} as*^<if' iron, were ft ill in ufe alfo, for their tire- 
artillery. — Foedcra, vol, xx, p. 417* 

Vol.il 3C Kin^ 
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1640 King Charles being in this fame year informed, that a tin mine was lately difcovcrcfd iit 
Barbary, {thid, p. 423) and being, on tliat account, apprchcnfivc of the decrcjrfe of his re- 
venue from the tin mines of Cornwall and Devonlhirty ** by proclamation, prohibits the 
“ importation of foreign tin, as alfo the carrying, in any Englifli Ihippiug, the tin of Bar- 
bary to any other place whatever. Alfo, for the promoting of the confumption of Eng- 
fiflu tin pewter in his realms, he direfts, that all the mcafurcs for wine, ale, beer, &c. 
to be ufed in taverns, viftualling-houfes, fhops, &c. ihaJl be of tin or pewter, and fliall bo 
ftamped or fealed.” 

Inp. 430, of the fame twentieth volume of the Foedcra, we meet with the firft mentiont 
of a Conful General for England at Alicant in Spain : the preamble of whofc commiffion run^ 
as follows : 

Whereas we arc given to underftand, how convenient and ncccflary it is for the good oF 
** our loving fubjefts trading to Alicant, in the kingdom of Valencia, to have fome perfon of 
judgement and*expericncc, that is able to govern and direft them in their juft and lawful 
occafions, to bc placcd and appointed as Conful there : know ye, &c/* 

“ This Conful’s allowances were to be, the ancient allowance of two ducats on every 
** BritiHr ftiip trading to that port, and alfo one fourth of one per cent, for all merchandize of 
** Ihips trading thither.’* 

King Charles’s inability to oppofe the Scotifharmy, now preparing to march to the borders 
of England, obliging him at length to call an Engl ilh Parliament,, fo much againft his will,., 
after twelve years intcrmiilion ; he began with demanding of the Houfe of Commons, a fuffi- 
cien,t fupply for this war : and he alfo further alleged to the Parliament, that all the neighbour- 
ing princes were preparing great fleets of fliips and alfo, that the Algerines were become fo 
infolcnt,^ fince they had prepared no fewer than fixty fail of fliips, that they had taken divers 
Englifli fliips, and particularly one, called the Rebecca of London, taken on the Spanifli 
coaft, and worth at Icaft two hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. But the Houfe of Com- 
mons thought the immediate redrefs of their many grievances to be of greater importance than 
his immediate fupply for the above-named war, &c. This incenfed the King fo much, that he 
haftily and.vcry angrily diflblved his Parliament, before any one aft had been pafled ; whicli, 
as my Lord Clarendon owns, he immediately after repented of. For fupplying his prefent 
wants, therefore, without a Parliament, he took feveral extraordinary methods of raifing mo- 
ney ; fuch as Coat and Conduft Money from every county ; — an exorbitant fine laid on the 
city of London, for having, as he alleged, occupied more lands in Ireland than was granted 
by their charter : but the true reafon was, their refufing him a loan of two hundred thoufand 
pounds ; which two hundred thoufand pounds had been forcibly borrowed of the merchants 
who had lodged their money in the King’s mint in the Tower of London ; which place, as 
clfewherc obferved, before banking with goldfmiths came into ufe in London, was till now 
made a kind of bank or repofitory for merchants therein fafely to lodge their money ; but 
which, after this compulfory loan, for fo it was, of two hundred thoufand pounds, was never 
laftcr trufted in that [way any more, although the King gave the lenders the fecurity of his 
cuftoms. — (See this violence more clearly related by Sir William Temple, under the year 
1672, who makes it to be done in 1638 ; which is indeed more probable, tliough not material.) 
—A fubfeription has alfo been made, for bis prefent fupply, by his privy-counfcilors and fa- 
vourites, Lord Strafford alone fubferibing twenty thoufand pounds. And, befide all thefe, 
the Clergy in Convocation, which, contrary to aH cuftom, fat after tlic diflblution of this Par- 
liament, granted him fix fubfidics, of twenty thoufand pounds each fubfidy, to be paid in fixT 
t years^ 



«F THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE^, 387 


A. D. 

1^640 years, at the rate of four fliillings in the pound, according to the valuation of their livings, 
&c. in the King’s books. Yet, after all thefe aids, and the Ihip-money likcwi.fe, the King 
£ndiug himfelf unable to maintain his army of twenty-four thoufand men, for three months 
only, for lefs than two hundred thoufand pounds, he was ncceffitated to cbncludc a temporary 
treaty with coinmilHoners from the Scotifh array ; he having utterly loft the hearts, and 
■confequently the purfes, of the great body of his people ; that army having moreover de- 
feated part of his troops, and taken poflellion of Newcaftlc-upon-Tync. By which treaty 
the Scotiflt army was to be allowed eight hundred and fifty pounds per diem, for their main- 
tenance. For the defraying of which great expence, there was now no other effeftual means 
but that of a Parliament, which the King therefore was conftrained to call ; and which met 
on the third of November, in this fame year 1740, in a very different humour from what he 
had hoped and expefted, — the debates and fpeeches in the Houfc of Commons running ex- 
tremely high in regard to the nation’s grievances, occafioned by the King’s arbitrary proceed- 
ings in both ecclefiaftical and fccular matters. But as we have nothiog to do with fuch points, 
any further than they may relate to commercial matters, we flrall, only under this year briefly 
remark, that the grievances complained of were fo many, arid fo various, both public and pri- 
vate ones, laid before the Commons, by complaints and petitions, that there were above forty 
fevcral committees appointed by that Houfe for examining them : and of all thofc grievances^ 
that of monopolies gave fuch offence, that the Houfe of Commons expelled four of their own 
Members who had been concerned in them : and Whitlock, in his Memoirs, alleges, that 
many other Members thereupon withdrew thcmfclves from Parliament, and others were cleft- 
cd in their ftead. In confequcnce of all which ftrift enquiries, the following adls were palled, 
which the King was obliged to confent to, viz. 

Firft, “ That a Parliament fliould be held at leaft once in three years for the future, even 
although the King fhould neglcft to call it.” This was intitled. An Aft for preventing of 
Inconveniencies happening by the long Intermiffion of Parliaments ; which the kingdom had 
fo much fmarted for in this reign. This was the firft aft of this Parliament, and pafled be- 
fore the year 1640 expired, in the fixeenth year of the reign of King Charles, according to the 
thenftile; when the Parliament alfo, (cap. ii. and iii. feventeenth Charles) granted to the 
King four entise fubfidics, “ for the relief of his Majefty’s army, and the northern parts of 
“ the kingdom.” And, in the fame Seflion of Parliament, but in the year 1641, (which, 
for connexion’s fake, we briefly relate here, though we have not done with the year 1640) 
two more fubfidics were granted for the fame purpofe, 

Secondly, They pafTed an aft, cap. vii. whereby “ this Parliament fhould not be dlflblved, 
** prorogued, nor adjourned but by aft of Parliament !” /. e. not without their own confent. 
By which aft, and the impeachment of the King’s two great and wicked favourites of high 
treafon, viz. Laud, Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Wentworth, Earl of Straflbrd, both al- 
ready imprifoned in the Tower, and afterwards put to death, they brought that unhappy 
Prince to be entirely in their power ; whilft, at the fame time they granted fufficient fupplies 
for the public occafions of the nation, by the feveral afts for tonnage and poundage, and other 
fums of money payable upon merchandize exported and imported : and for a provifion of mo- 
ney for the :^edy difbanding the armies, and fettling the peace of the two kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Scotland : by charging feveral fums upon perfons, according to their ranks, digni- 
ties, offices, callings, eftates, and qualities. Whilft, by another aft, they abolifhed forever, 
Ehe two wicked and oppreffive tribunals of the Star Chamber and High Conuniffioa Court.— 

3 C a By 
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*640 By another, the King’s railing of Ihip-money, without the authority of Parliament, 

declared illegal, and never to be allowed in future. — Another aft was for abolilhingoppreflions 
in the Stannary Courts ; — and 'another for afeertaining the boundaries of forefts. — Another, 
for confirming the treaty of pacification between England and Scotland. — Another, for limit- 
ing the powers of the King’s Clerk of the Market. — Another, for abolifliing the King’s 
power to iflue writs, upon pretext of an ancient cuftom, to compel landed men to take the or- 
der of knighthood, or to pay a fine to the King, — Another, granting liberty for all men ta 
import gunpow^der and faltpctre ; and alfo, for the free making of gunpowder in England. 

In King Charles’s then circumftances, he could not avoid giving his confent to the above- 
named reftriftive laws, how mortifying foever they were to him. His former wicked advifers 
and judges were removed from him ; and as the Parliament was, in cfFcft, rendered perpetual, 
there was no middle courfe for him to fleer : he muft either have direftly waged war with 
this Parliament, or elfe, as he at prefent did, have acquiefeed in their meafurcs : but this flatc 
of things did not hold long. In the mean time, we mufl for a fmall fpacc fufpend this fubjeft, 
until we fliall have cornpleated the other more immediate affairs of the year 1640, 

In which year, wefind, by the fecond volume of the General Colleftion of Treaties of 
, Peace and Commerce, fecond edition, London 1732, p. 318, that by a treaty between King 
Charles T. and Henry Frederick, Prince of Orange, a marriage was concluded between that 
King’s daughter, the Lady Mary, and Prince William, fon of the faid Prince of Orange. By 
which treaty, the lady’s portion was to be forty thoufand pounds flcrling ; and her dowry was 
to be ten thoufand pounds yearly, in lands. The domeftics fhe was to carry over with her 
from England were, in all, twenty-fix men, and forty women. 

In the faid year 1646, the Dutch, from their ifiand of St. Euflatia, firft fettled on the fmall 
ifle of Saba, one of the Caribbees, thirteen miles north-weft from the former ; being about 
four leagues in compafs. It is but an inconliderable place, having no harbour for Ihipping, 
and an extremely ihallow fhoie. The Dutch here are faid to be but a few families ; wdio, 
however, raife a fmall quantity of fugar, befides fome cotton and indigo. Some write, that 
the Danes had once difpollcfled the Hollanders of it. Many of thofe fmall ifles among the 
Caribbees were, in the beginning, very little regarded, until our ifland of Barbadoes became 
rich by early entering into the fugar'trade ; when the mother countries of thofe, till then, infig- 
nificant ifles, found it their intcreft to lay public claim to them, to fortify them, and to appoint 
Governors over them. 

The haven and town of Malacca, poflefled'by the Potuguefe, at the extremity of the famous 
promontory or penkifula of that name, in the Further Indies, was fo happily fituated for the 
convenience of the Dutch Eaft India Company’s commerce, that it is no wonder they greedily 
caft their eyes on fo delicious a morfel fo very early as in the year 1606, Portugal^ being then 
fubjeft to Spain ; with which laft-named nation the Dutch were then at war ; yet they were 
at that time unable to mafter it, althougli they had aftually defeated and burned a Portuguefe 
fleet there, wherein were three thoufand men. But, in this year 1640, the Dutch, after a fix 
months fiegc became mafters of that very important place ; which they have held to this day. 
They found upwards of twenty thoufand inhabitants in the town and its territory, with many 
churches and convents, aird a good booty. Since tlicn, the Dutch have much improved its 
fortifications : and as all fhips trading from Siam, Cambodia, Tonquin, Cochin-China, 
China, Japan, and the Philippines, to. Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel, arc neceffitated 
to pafs tlirough the ftreight of Malacca, the Dutch arc faid. to have obliged all but EnglilH 
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1640 fhips to pay an anchorage duty there. — Hereby alfo they over-awe the fmaller princes in it* 
neighbourhood, and gain great advantages in their commerce, though not like what it former- 
ly was, before Batavia became the grand ftaple of all their India commerce, — Thus the Dutch 
Company made a very rapid progrefs, whilft our Englifli Eaft India Company became ex- 
tremely languid, partly by the encroachments of the faid Dutch Company, and partly alfo 
by King Charles’s temporary grants to others, to interfere with them in the Eaft India 
trade : fo far, as that fome of the writers on commerce, at this time, infinuate, that hither- 
to the Company had been lofcrs by this trade ; which, however, we fcarcely think, was the 
real faft. 

In this fame year 1640, the French began to pJant at a place on tlic continent of South 
America, called Surinam, in nine degrees of north latitude, from the mouth of the river 
Orpnooko, fouthward to the river Maroni. But that country being low, marfhy, and un- 
healthy, they foon after abandoned it : whereupon the Englifh took pofleflion of it, and kept 
it till the year 1674, when they were furprifed by the Dutch, as we (hall fee. 

Notwilhftanding the popular clamour at this time in England againft the arbitrary proceed- 
ings of King Charles, wherein they mixed frequent complaints of the decay of England’s 
commerce; yet it is very plain that our commerce was conftantly Incrcafing throughout all 
that time. Even in and about this very year 1640, we find the fuburbs of London expanding 
themfclves very much every way by new foundations, more efpecially weftward, fuch as Clare- 
market, Long-acre, Bcdfordbiiry, and other parts of what was then in the parilh of St, Giles 
in the Fields. The very names of the older ftreets about Covent Garden are taken from the 
Royal Family at this time, (fomc indeed in the reign of King Charles II. as Catherine^ftrect, 
Dukc-ftreet, York-ftrcct, &c.) fuch as james-ftreet, King-ftreet, Charlcs-ftreet, Henrictta- 
ftreet, &c. all laid out by the great architefl: Inigo Jones, as was alfo the fine Piazza there. 
Although that part where flood the houfc and gardens of the Duke of Bedford, are of a much 
later date, viz. in the reigns of King William and Queen Anne, — Bloomfbury, and the ftreets 
at the Seven Dials, were built up fomewhat later, as alfo Leicefter-fields, viz. fince the. refto- 
ration of King Charles the Second; as were alfo almoft all St. James’s and St. Anne’s parilhes,. 
and a great part of St. Martin’s and St. Giles’s. I have met witb feveral old perfons, in my 
younger days, who remembered that there was but one fingle boufe (a cake houfc) between 
the Meufc Gate at Charing-crofs, and St. James’s Palace Gate, where now ftand the ftately 
piles of St. James’s Square, Pallmall, and other fine ftreets. — They alfo remembered, the weft 
fide of St. Martin’s-lanc to have been a quickfet hedge. Yet High Holborn and Drury-lane 
were filled with noblemens and gentlemens houfes almoft one hundred and fifty years ago.— 
Thofc fine ftreets on the fouth fide of the Strand, running down to the river Thames, have 
all been built fince the beginning of the fevcritcenth century^ upon the fites of noblemens 
houfes and gardens, who removed further weftward, as their names denote. — Even fome 
parts within the bars of the city of London remained unbuilt within about about one hun- 
dred and fifty years paft ; particii-larly, all the ground between Shoe Lane and Fqwtccs (now 
Fetter) Lane ; ‘‘ fo called,” fays Howell, in his Londinopolis, “ of Fewters, fan old ap- 
** pcllation for idle people) loitering there, as in a way leading to gardens ;” which, in King 
Charles the Firft’s reign, and even fomc of them fince, have been built up into ftreets^. 
hnes, Sic. 

Several other parts of. the city, it is well known, have been rendered more populous' by tha 
ttsnioval of the nobility, &c. to Wcftminftcr liberties ; on the fites of whofc former fpaci- 
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1640 ous houfcs and gardens whole flrcets, lanes, and courts, have been added to the city fine# 
the death of Queen Elizabeth,— Howell, in his faid Londinopolis, publilhedin the year 1657, 
drawing a parallel between London and other great cities beyond fea, tells us, “ That the laft: 
“ cenfus of Paris came under a million — there could not be perhaps quite half a million at 
Paris. — “ But,” adds he, “ in the year 1636, King Charles fending to the Lord Mayor to 
“ make a ferutiny of what number of Roman Catholics and ftrangers there were in the city, 
“ he took dJicalion thereby to make a cenfus of all the people ; and there were of men, women, 
“ and children, about feven hundred thoufand that lived within the bars of his jurifdidlion 
“ alone : and this being twenty-one years paft, it is thought, by all probable computation, 
“ that London hath more by the third part now than Ihe had then.” He goes on as wildly 
to conclude, “ That, with Weftminfter, and the places before-mentioned, together with the 
“ northern fuburbs of Clerken well, thofe beyond the bars of Bilhopfgate (Spital-fields was 
“ not as yet built on) and Aldcrfgate, thofe beyond the Tower, and in Southwark, all being 
“ contiguous to fcondon herfelf, they may amount in all to a million and a half of fouls.” — 
There were not all together a third part of this number at tliat time ; and even, at prefent, 
are little,' if any at all, above half this number: (fee more of this fubjeft in our Preface.)— 
Southwark, it is true, is an ancient burgh ; but Rotherhithe, Horfleydown, and other conti- 
guous parts, arc all built up by the mere growth of our commerce and fhipping : and the like 
may be faid of Limehoufe, Wapping, Shadwell, Spitalfields, &c. And even with refpeft to 
Weftminfter, properly fo called, although it was never eminent for commerce, nor manu- 
faftures, yet the general increafe of our commerce, its neighbourhood to the city of Lon- 
don, and the gradual removal of the nobility and gentry from the laft-named city weftward, 
have increafed it, within the laft two hundred and fifty years, from a better fort of village, to 
the fize of a city. 

;I64I It may not be improper to obferve, under the year 1641, that the ingenious Dr. Heylin^ 
who wrote thefirft, or rather perhaps the fecond, edition of his Cofmography about that year, 
remarks, concerning the once famous Hanfeatic city of Lubec, “ That there were then ftill 
“ belonging to it, though declined from its priftine grandeur, above fix hundred Ihips of all 
“ forts ; fome of which were of one thoufand tons and upwards.”— “ And,” he adds, what 
could not be then faid of London itfclf, “ that to every private houfc a pipe of water was con- 
« vcyed from the public conduit : and that from the pattern thereof the firft conduits were 
made in London :” though very long before this century. 

We have a notable inftance of the induftfy of the town of Mancheftcr, in Lancalhire, fa 
«arly as tlie year 1641, from an author of credit, Mr. Lewis Roberts, a merchant, autlior of 
the noted book, intitled. The Merchant’s Map of Commerce: it is in afmall treatife, enti- 
tled, The Treafu re of Traffic, publifhed in this year. 

“ The town of Mancheftcr,” fays he, ** buys the linen-yarn of the Irifh, in great quanti- 
“ ty, and weaving it, returns the fame again in linen into Ireland, to fell,”— which might 
polfibly and naturally give the firft hint towards the Irilh linen manufaftures. “ Neither 
doth her induftry reft here ; for they buy cotton wool in London, that comes from Cy- 
prus and Smyrna,” — it feems we had not much as yet from our American ifles ; “ and 
work the fame into fuftians, vermillions, dimities, &c. which they return to London, 
** where they are fold, and from thence, not feldom, are fent into fuch foreign parts where 
** the firft materials may be more eafily had for that manufacture.’* 


So 
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^641 So early as in this year, we Snd, in a judicious pamphlet, intitled, England’s Safety in 
Trade’s Increafe, by one Henry Robinfon, that the Frencli had already began to make ordi- 
nances and laws which proved prejudicial to the commerce of England. “ And the Author 
“ exprefles his fears left they ihould in tiriac be able to beat us out of our trade ; more efpeci- 
“ ally” fays he, “ when Chriftendom lhall be at peace, whereby the trade of Spain will be 
“ free for other nations, which at prefent, as it were, we monopolize to ourfelves.”— This 
writer has proved, in too great a degree, a true prophet. 

In the before-quoted Mr. Lewis Roberts’s Treafu re of Traffic, the cuftoms of England arc 
faid to amount to no lefs than five hundred thoufand pounds yearly. A vaft increafe fince the 
death of Queen Elizabeth. 

The piratical ftate of Algiers feems, in this year 1641, to have been in its zenith of naval 
power. Morgan, in the fecond volume of the Hiftory of that State, quotes one D’ Aranda for 
his author, in faying, “ That, in the fummer of this year, the Algerines had in their cruife 
“ no fewer than fixty-five fliips, befides fevcral gallies or galiots, all at one time.” And al- 
though it be well known that their naval force is greatly lelTened lince that time, yet even irj 
our days they have enough remaining to give conhderable interruptions to tlie naval commerce 
of fuch of the powers of Chriftendom as they chufe to make war upon. 

It would be almoft cndlefs to recount all the difputes that have happened, at different times, 
between Denmark and other nations, and more cfpccially with the Hans-towns, coheerning 
the toll paid by fhips in paffing the Sound. In this fame year 1641, the cities of Hamburgh, 
Lubeck, and Bremen, entered into ftrifter engagements- together, by reafon of Denmark’s 
too rigouroufly exafting that toll, for the fupporting of their commercial interefts, and thofe 
of fuch other Hans-towns as ftiould join with them, by arming both by fea and land : yet, 
without naming this toll exprcfsly in the faid treaty.*— And this, like former treaties, had good 
conlcqucnces attending it for fomc time after. 

In this year 1641, there was publiffied, at Rome, a treatife, intitled, Petri Baptift® Burgi, 
dc Dominio fereniffima; Genuenfis Reipublic® in Mari Liguftico. Tending to prove, by the 
ufual trite arguments, “ that the fea is capable of property as well as the land ; and that the 
“ republic of Genoa has a territorial right to the dominion of her adjacent fcas.” In which 
treatife he pretends to anfwer Grotius’s Mare Liberum, &c. 

This wild pretenllon of Genoa’s, after fhe had long fince loft all naval greatnefs, was like 
fliutting the ftable door after the ftced was ftolcn. And this will ever be the cafe of fuch claims 
to the end of time; fo long as they, i.c. any ftate whatever, arc ftronger on the feas than 
their neighbours, juft fo long will they be able to pretend to fo invidious a dominion ; 
but when fuch fuperiority ceales, the claimants will be the juft objc£ls of contempt. In 
our own wifer age, therefore, we hear no more of fuch airy pretenfions. The a£tual pof- 
feffors of fuch fuperiority, contenting therafelves with the fubftantial benefits alone refulting 
therefrom. 

After the Englilh had been in poffeffion of the ifle of Providence, in America, and had 
partly planted it, ever fince the year 1629, they were now attacked by the Spaniards with a 
great force ; and, although they made a ftout refiftance, they were obliged to furrendcr that 
ille to them, with confiderable lofs to the planters. Yet the Spaniards did not after this fettle 
thereon at all. But their foie aim in driving our people out was purely to keep up their idle 
and unreafonablc pretenfions to a foie right to all tlie Bahama ifles : but England again took 

poffcf- 
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1641 pofleflicii of the ifland of Providence ; and we now claim the foie property of all the Bahantt 
ifles. 

It was in this fame year 1641, that the French, for the reafons we have before afligncd, 
abandoned the colony of Surinam, in South America, on which they had firft fettled in the 
preceding year, near the mouth of the great river Oroonoko : and, in the fame year, the 
En^lifli, at i^ic cxpcncc of the Lord Willoughby, firft fettled there. That Lord is faid to have 
wafted his paternal eftate in the planting thereof. 

The want of due care and provident forefight in princes and ftates, for the cherifliing ancf 
improving of the commerce of their refpeftive dominions, has often proved to their irretriev- 
able detriment, by the lofs of their traffic, the beft fourcc of their wealth and power. Lewis 
Roberts’s Treafurc of Traffic, publifhed in this year 1641, already;quoted, gives us three 
pregnant inftances hereof, which alfo affords us fome part of the hiftory of three very eminent 
mercantile cities, viz. The want of good order in the government of the trade of Antwerp, 
and their impofing of heavy cuftoms upon the merchants, hath, within thefc fifty years, 
brought that town to the lownefs wherein we fee it. — Lyons, in France, hath fuffered won- 
‘‘ dcrfully by the fame inconveniencies. — And Marfeilles, within the days of my knowledge, 
had a wonderful great traffick for many places of Turkey, Barbary, Spain, &c. and was 
able to fhew many fttips employed in merchandize about twenty-five years ago, carrying 
‘‘ thirty and forty pieces of ordnance ; and now the beft of their veffels, and thofc too but 
<< very few in number, have not above ten pieces of ordnance.” Mr. Roberts had been him- 
felf an eminent merchant : and although the ruin of Antwerp is well known to have been 
principally from its being facked by the Spanifh army, and by the fubfequent blocking up of 
the river Scheldt, by the forts built by the Dutch below that city; yet the caufe he here af- 
figns, might be a confidcrablc one like wife, before the faid liege of it by the Spanifli armv. 
Lyons and Marfeilles have fince his time profpered exceedingly under wifer management. All 
which lliews how delicate a matter commerce is, and how carefully and conftantly to be attend- 
ed to by the rulers of ftates and kingdoms. 

It was in this fame year 1641, that the Dutch Eaft India Company found means to get the 
Portuguefe and other Chriftians excluded from all trade to Japan. But whether it was done 
in fo deceitful and impious a way as their enemies gave out, we fliall not ^akc upon us to de- 
termine. They enjoy a trade thither from Batavia and other parts of India to this day, 
though fubjeft to difficulties therein from the caprice of that very jealous nation. “ It was a 
‘‘ cunning trick,” fays Puftendorf, in his Hiftory of Europe, under the head Portugal, in 
the Dutch at Japan to drive the Portuguefe out of that trade, by laying before the Empe- 
‘‘ ror an intercepted letter from the Portuguefe Jefuits there, to the Pope ; promifing hh 
Holinefs, in a fhort time, to reduce all Japan to his obedience. But it produced terrible 
effefts, not only to the faid Jefuits, but to the poor Japanefc converts, who, to the num- 
“ ber of four hundred thoufand and upwards, were all put to death, and the Portuguefe for 
ever fhut out from Japan, on pain of death.” Dr. Gcmilli fays, that the Dutch faftory 
at Nangafachi enjoys not that liberty nor authority which they have in their trade to other 
parts ; for, as fdon as the Ihips come to an anchor, a Mandarin comes on board, to count 
the men, and to carry the fails and rudder on fhorc.— They have no communication with thq 
city, but live in the faftory, which is on a rock inclofed witli’a walh~And no trade is allow- 
ed but once in a year. 


And 
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1641 Ilitlicrto, accorclingto Ligon’s Hiftory of Baibadoes, and other authors of the llifloiy of 
the Caribbee Iflands, the planting of very bad tobacco, together with ginger and cotton, was 
all the trade they had at llarbadoes till this year 1641, when fomc of the moil induitrlous 
planters procured fomc fugar-cancs from Fernambuque, in Brafil ; and thefe thriving very 
well, they planted more and more, as they multiplied ; and at length found it w^oukl anfwcr 
well to fet up a very fmall ingenio, or fugar-mill ; yet the fccret of making fugar was not ib 
well iindcrdood by the Barbadians till two 01 three years after, when feme of tlieir people were 
fo curious as to make a voyage to Brafil, from whence they brought betLci jnflrudio]is, and 
more fugar-plants. Yet, even at ]\lr. Ligon’s arrival at Barbadoes, vvhicli was not till the 
year 1647, ahliough tiiere were ihcn many fugar-vvorks already fet up, they were, nevcrtht lels, 
gnorant of four main articles of that iminutadarc, vi/.. 

Firft, The true manner of planting. 

Secondly, The time of gathering. 

T'liirdly, The light manner of placing of tlic coppers in their furnaces : and, 

Fourthly, 'Flic true way of covering their rollers with plates or bars of iron. 

But tliat they were much mended, both in the goodnefs of the fugar, and in the method of 
making it, in the year 1650, when he left that iiland ; fo that a plantation of Major Hilliard's, 
of five hundred acres, which, before they began to plant fugar, he knew could have been pur - 
chafed for four hundred pounds llcrling, was, at his landing there in the year 1647, w^orth 
fourteen ihoufand pounds. Moreover, Colonel James Draic, whofc beginning on that ifland 
was founded on a flock of three hundred pounds flcrling, raifed his fortune to fuch a height, 
tliatour faid author has heard him fay, He would not return to fettle in England, for the 
remainder of his life, till he fliould be able to purchafe a land cflatc of ten thoufand pounds 
p/:r annum, which he hoped in a few years to accompliih.” And Colonel Thomas Mody- 
ford had often told him, ‘‘ That he had taken a refolution to himfelf not to fet his face for 
‘‘ England, until he had made his voyage and employment there worth one hundred tliou- 
fnnd pounds flcrling.” 

'Fhefe inilanccs, in luch early times, arc fufficient clearly to fliew the vaR importance of our 
fugar plantations to the nation. 

The lirft pla^ntcrs of fugar finding fuch imnicufc profit, encouraged many people to go this 
ther from England, which alfo induced merchants at home to fend more Ihips vvith provifions, 
Tools, cloathing, and other ncceflarics, in exchange for the product of that ifland. And this 
. being the firft of our colonics which engaged in fugar plantations, it greatly hailcncd the im- 
provement of our other Caribbee iflcs, which foon after entered upon the planting of fugar, to 
very great advantage. And, as it was impoflible to manage the cultivation of that commodity 
by wdiitc people, in fo hot a climate, fo neither could fufficient numbers of them be had at any 
rate. Ncccfiity, therefore, and the example of Portugal, gave birth to the negro flavc-trade 
from the coaft of Guinea; and it is aJmoft needlefs to add, tliat fuch great numbers of Haves, 
and alfo the incrcafe of our white people in thofc iflands, foon creaicd a vail demand for all 
ncceffarics from England, and alfo a new and confidcrablc trade* to Madeira for wines, to fup- 
ply thofe iflands ; which were fo far from draining ihcir mother-country of lier calh, that they 
annually fupplied her with confidcrablc quantities thereof, as the trade hither was then, and 
and many years after, left open to all nations, until after the rciloration of King Charles the 
Second; when the Parliament obferving the great detiimeiu that lech an open trade thither 
VoL. II. g did 
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1C41 did to the kingdom, the faid trade was abfolutcly confined to our own people, by tlie fevernl 
afts of navigation : in confcquencc whereof, the ports of London and Briftol foon after be- 
came the great magazines for fugar, for fupplying with that article all the north and middle 
' parts of Europe, reducing the Portuguefe fugars of Brafil in time fo low, as from eight pounds, 
to two pounds ten (hillings per lumdred-weight : and fo it remained, until the French, in 
ih^Ir turn, fo greatly improved their fugar illands, as to be able to underfcll us In moft parts 
of Europe,^ 

Barbadocs, however, and the other Caribbee ifles, continued proprietary colonies till after 
the reftoration ; when, as we have clfewhcre Ibcwn, King Charles II. purchafed them, and made 
them regal governments. Moll: of the rich fugar planters have always fixed at laft in England 
with their fortunes,' and have thereby laid the foundation of many great families; which, if 
we miftake not, was the cafe with refpeft to one of the names above-mentioned. 

What numbers of large fortunes have there not been added to the general wealth of the na- 
tion fince thofc beginnings of riches in the Britifli fugar illands ! — And it is the peculiar ho- 
’ nour of Barbadoes, to have it faid to this day, to be the nobleft and bell cultivated fpot of 
ground in all America, and to produce the lineft fugars, and allb the greateft quantity, of any 
of our illcs, Jamaica alone excepted. 

In this year 1641, and on Saturday the twenty-third of Oftober, a day dedicated tO' Saint 
Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Society of jefus,” fays Sir James Ware, in his Gcfta 
Hibernorunij ‘‘ broke out the dreadful rebellion and general defection of the Irilli, and even 
of moft of the old EngliHi Papifts in Ireland who, ‘‘ by a general maflacre, attempted to- 
extirpate the W’holc race of Proteftants ; and, in the firft three-months, deftroyed one hun- 
‘‘ dred and fifty-four thoufand Proteftants, with great cruelty; the delign not being difeo- 
vered till the night before.’’ 

The Irilh Papifts had lived quietly ever fince the quelling^ of Tyrone’s rebellion, at theclofc 
of Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; but, in the beginning of this year, they had formed the execrable 
plot, of firft cutting the throats of ali the Englilh throughout Ireland, feizing on all fortified 
places, and of abfolutcly lhaking off the Englilh yoke. In all parts at any diftance from Dub^ 
lin, the plot was executed on the day above-named, and to the firft of March following-; but 
tlie projeft of feizing, on that day, on the caftle of Dublin, was difeovered the night bcfoic ; 
ctlicrwifc their infernal feheme would probably have been rendered effcftual. 

We juft briefly mention this horrid mafiacro, purely as it had a bad influence on commerce. 
And we (hall only further obferve, that it had alfo a great influence on the Englilh l^uliamcnt 
and people, to the detriment of King Charles and his Popilh bigotted Queen. The Parlia- 
ment fent fuccour and fupplies to Ireland in fuch flender quantities, and with fuch delibera- 
tion, as teftified, that they believed the King’s aim vvas to drain England of troops, and to 
engage the Parliament in an Irilli war, thereby to prevent their meddling with his prerogative^ 
and the leflening of his power: fo the breach between* the King and the Parliament became 
every day wider. 

For the effeftual fuppreflion of this rebellion, an aft of Parliament palled in this year, cap. 
xxxiii. for difpofing of the rebel lands, viz. two millions and a half of acres, to welbalFcftcd 
lenders of the following fums, viz. for two hundred pounds, a thoufand acres of good land iu 
the province of Ulfter ; the like quantity of acres in Connaught, for three hundred pounds ; 
the like in Munfter, for four hundred and fifty pounds ; and the like iu Lcinftcr for fix liiiii- 

died 
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1641 died pounds, all freehold ; paying quit-rents in Ulftcr, of one penny per acre ; in Connaught, 
three-halfpence ; in Munfter, two-pence farthing ; and in Leinftcr, threc-pcnce per acre. — 
T hofe lands to be fet out to the fublcribcrs by lot. And thus were a great number of well af 
fefted Proteftants fettled on the lands of lazy and bigotted Papiils, very much to the future 
improvement of that kingdom. 

1642 But waving thofe matters as much as poiliblc, as not falling direftly in our way, — we 
fhall now give the laft regal record, relating to our proper province, in the twentieth and 
laft volume ot the nobleft collcfliou of public records that any nation upon earth, can produce 
or boaft of; viz, Rymer’s Foedera, p. 523, kc. It is a treaty of peace and friendihip, con- 
cluded at London, on the twenty-nimh of January, foreign ftile, between King Charles the 
Firft, and John the Fourth, King of Portug-al, ratified by King Charles at York, on the 
twcnty-fccond of May, 1642 ; Portugal having fhaken of the Spanilh yoke two year.s before. 

Wh.it iclatcs to commerce, is in fubftance, viz. 

*• Article I. There Avail he a free commerce between the fuhjefts of both crowns, in 
all countries, illands, &c. where Lt was permitted in the times of the Kings of CaAik, 
“ or lince. 

“ IV. TheEnglilh Aull enjoy the fame pr^’flcges and immunities in Portugal as the na- 
“ tives thcmfelvcs : nor fhall they be loaded with higher duties, cuftoms, &c. than the natives, 
*• And they fhall enjoy all the privileges which the Englifh enjoyed in Portugal before it was 
“ united to Spain. 

“V, The incrchant-Avips of England, coming into the havens of Portugal, fhall not be 
“ obliged to take any other goods on board than what they fhall theinlelves think lilting.— 
“ And the Portuguefe fhall have the like freedom in England. 

“ VIII. England fhall have confuls refiding in Portugal, to take care of tlie intcrcAs and 
“ Gommcrcc of their nation.” — This is the full and only inftance of confuls in Portugal to be 
found in the Foedera. 

“IX. The cffeTs of the Englifh dying in Portugal, fhall not be taken poATcAion of by the 
“ judges, or other officers of Portugal ; but fhall be put into the hands of the defunft’s cxe- 
“ cutors or truAccs, if on the fpot ; or, if abfent, into the hands of one or two Englifh mcr- 
“ chants, not married, (modo calibcsjint) fworn to do juflice, in truft for thofe who fhall 
“ appear to have the right to the faid effeils. 

“ X. Englifh Aiips Avail not be flopped or detained in Portugal, without the King of Great 

“ Britain’s knowledge and confent ; but lhall be freely permitted to depart at their pleafure. 

“ Neither Avail the goods and merchandize of the EngliAv be taken for the King of Portugal’s 
“ ule, unlcfs for a juft and ufual price, which fhall be paid for in two months timv, unlcfs 
otherwife agreed for. 

“ XII. Things fhall remain in the Eaft Indies, in point of peace and commerce between 
“ both nations, for three years to come, as they were fettled by treaty in India, in the year 
“ i 635 >” treaty is not found in the Foedera) “ between the picfident or governor, WU- 
“ liani Methwold, for the Eivglilh there, and the Portuguefe governors: — After which, a per- 
pctual peace Avail enfue. 

“ Xlll. The fubjefts' of England, living or fettled on the coaft of Africa, under the Por- 
tuguefe, viz. at Guinea, &c. and in the ifland of St. Thomas, and other iAes on that 

" coaft, who had this privilege under the Kings of Caftiic, Avail not be nvokfted therein 

3 D 2 And 
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1641 did to the kingdom, the faid trade was abfolotcly confined to our own people, by tlie feveral 
afts of navigation : in confequence whereof, the ports of London and Briftol foon after be- 
came the great magazines for fugar, for fupplying with that article all the north and middle 
parts of Europe, reducing the Portuguefc fugars of firafil in time fo low, as from eight pounds, 
to two pounds ten Ihillings per hundred-weight : and fo it remained, until the FtcikIi, in 
thfir turn, fo greatly improved their fugar iflands, as to be able to und^fell us in moll parts 
of Europe.'*' 

Barbadocs, however, and the other Caribbee ifles, continued proprietary colonies till after 
the reftoration ; when, as wc have clfewhcre Ihcwn, King Charles II. purchafed them, and made 
tliem regal governments. Moll of the rich fugar planters have always fixed at lall in England 
with their fortunes,- and have thereby laid the foundation of many great families ; which, if 
we millakc not, was the cafe with refpeft to one of the names above-mentioned. 

What numbers of large fortunes have there not been added to the general wealtli of the na- 
tion fince thofc beginnings ®f riches in the Britillr fugar iHands ! — And it is the peculiar ho- 
’ nour of Barbadoes, to have it faid to this day, to be the noWcll and bell cultivated fpot of 
ground in all America, and to produce the finelt fugars, and alfo the greatcll quantity, of any 
of our ifles, Jamaica alone excepted. 

“ In this year 1641, and on Saturday the twenty-third of Oflober, a day dedicated tO' Saint 
Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Society of jefus,” fays Sir James Ware, in his Gclla 
Hibernoruin, “ broke out the dreadful rebellion and general defection of the Irifli, and even 
“ of moll of the old Englilh Papills in Ireland;” who, “ bya general maflacre, attempted to- 
“ extirpate the whqle race of Proteftants ; and, in the firll three -months, dellroyed one hun- 
“ dred and fifty-four thoufand Proteftants, with great cruelty ; tire defign not being difeo- 
“ vered till the night before.” 

The Irilh Papills had lived quietly ever fince the quelling^of Tyrone’s rebellion, at the clofc 
of Queen Elizabeth’s reign : but, in the beginning of this year, tliey had formed the execrable 
plot, of firll cutting the throats of ah the Englilh throughout Ireland, feizing on all foi tified 
places, and of abfolutely lhaking olF the Englilh yoke. In all parts at any diftance from Dub» 
lirr, the plot was executed on the day above-named, and to the firll of March following- ; but 
the projeft of feizing, on that day, on the caftlo of Dublin, was difeovered the night before ; 
otherwife their infernal fcheme would probably have been rendered elFcftual. 

Wc juft briefly mention this horrid maflacre, purely as it had a bad influence on commerce. 
And wc lhall only further obferve, that it had alfo a great influence on the Englilh Parliament 
and people, to the detriment of King Charles and his Popilh bigotted Queen. The Parlia- 
jnent fent fuccour and fupplics to Ireland in fuch flendcr quantities, and with fuch delibera- 
tion, as teftified, that they believed the King’s aim- was to drain England of troops, and to 
engage the Parliament in an Irilh war, thereby to prevent their meddling with his prerogative^ 
and the leffening of his power: fo the breach between' the King and the Parliament became 
every day wider. 

For the effeftual fuppreflion of this rebellion, an a£l of Parliament palled in this year, cap. 
xxxiii. for difpofing of the rebel lands, viz. two millions and a half of acres, to well- alFedlc J 
lenders of the following fums, viz. for two hundred pounds, a thoufand acres of good land in 
the province of Ulfter; the like quantity of acres in Connaught, for three hundred pounds ; 
the like in Munfter, for four hundred and fifty pounds ; and the like in Leinfter for fix hun- 
dred 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* 


395 


A. t). 

^641 dred pounds, all freehold ; paying quit-rents in Ulftcr, of one penny pey acre ; in Connaught, 
three-halfpence; in Munftcr, two-pence fiuthing ; and in Leinfter, threc-pcnce per acre. — 
I'hofe lands to be fet out to the fubferibers by lot. And thus were a great number ot well af 
fefted Proteftants fettled on the lands of lazy and bigotted Papifls, very much to the future 
improvement of that kingdom. 

1642 But waving thofe matters as much as poflible, as not falling direftly in our way, — we 
ftiall now give the laft regal record, relating to our proper province, in the twentieth and 
laft volume of the noblcft colleflion of public records that any nation upon earth, can produce 
or boaft of ; viz. Rymer’s Fcedera, p. 523, kc. It is a treaty of peace and friendlliip, con- 
cluded at London, on the twenty-ninth of January, foreign ftilc, between King Charles the 
Firft, and John the Fourth, King of Portugal, ratified by King Charles at A'^ork, on the 
twcnty-fecond of May, 1642 ; Portugal having fliaken of tlic Spaniih yoke two years before. 
Whst lelatcs to commerce, is in fubftaiice, viz. 

Avcicle I. There fhall be a free commerce between the fiibjefls of both crowns, in 
all countries, illands, &c. where it was permitted in the times of the Kings of Caftilc, 
or fincc. 

IV. The Englifli fliall enjoy the fame pvwilcgcs and immunities in Portugal as the na- 
“ tives thcmfclves : nor fhall they be loaded with higher duties, cuftoms, &c. than the natives. 
And they fhall enjoy all the privileges which the Englifh enjoyed in Portugal before it was 
united to Spain. 

“ V. The merchant-fhips of England, coming into the havens of Portugal, fhall not be 
‘‘ obliged to take any other goods on board tlian what they fhall themfelvcs think fitting.— 
And the Portuguefe fliall have the like freedom in England. 

VIIL England fhall have confuls refiding in Portugal, to take care of the intercfls and 
<K)mmerce of their nation.*’ — This is the firfl and only inftance of confuls in Portugal to be 
found in the Foedcra. 

“ IX, The cfFeSs of the Englifh dying in Portugal, fhall not be taken pofleffion of by the 
judges, or other officers of Portugal ; but fhall be put into the hands of the defundl’s exc- 
cutors or trullees, if on the fpot ; or, if abfent, into the hands of one or two Englifli mcr- 
chants, not married, (modo cctllbcs fint) fworn to do juflice, in trull for thofe who fhall 
appear to have the right to the faid effedls. 

‘‘ X. Englifh fhips fliall not be flopped or detained in Portugal, without the King of Great 
Britain’s knowledge and confent'; but lhall be freely permitted to depart at their pleafurc. — 
Neither lliall the goods and merchandize of the Englifh be taken for the King of Portugal’s 
‘‘ ufe, unlcfs for a juft and ufual price, which lhall be paid for in two months tim?, unlefs 
otherwife agreed for. 

“ XII. Tilings fhall remain in the Eaft Indies, in point of peace and commerce between 
both nations, for three years to come, as they were fettled by treaty in India, in the year 
1635,” (that treaty is not found iu the Foedera) between the prcfldent or governor, 
liam Methwold, for the Englifli there, and the Portuguefe governors: — After which, a per- 
petual peace fhall enfue, 

Xlll. The fubjefts* of England, living or fettled on the coaft of Africa, under the Por- 
tuguefe, viz. at Guinea, &c. and in the illand of St. Tliomas, and other ifles on that 
coaft, who had this privilege under the Kings of Caftiic, fhall not be molefted therein.— 
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And the King of Portugal may freely hire the Englifli fhips trading to thofe coafts, until 

otherwife fettled between both nations.’^ This hiring of Ihips was for the carrying of ne-. 
gtoesto Brafil, our (hips having been very early employed that way; and, probably, they 
thereby difeovered the planting of fugar-caoes at Barbadocs. 

XIV. The fubjc£ts of the King of Great Britain (hall have the fame liberty of importing 
** i^to, and^xporting from Portugal, all forts of goods and merchandize, as has been granted 

to the States of Holland, &c. by treaty, in 1640. 

XV. The Englilh (hall not be liable to imprifonment, nor to feizure of their perfons, 
** goods, books of accounts, 8cc. in the fame manner as has been, or fliall be granted to the 

fuhjedls of any other potentate. 

“ XVII. The Englifh in Portugal (liall not be dillurbcd ofi account of confcience, or dif- 

fercncc of religion ; provided they give no fcandal to the natives, &:c.” 

From this time forward, we find notjiing in this twentieth and laft volume relating to com- 
merce, but what taken out of Thurloc’s very authentic (late papers, faid here by the puh- 
lifher to be in twelve volumes in maniifcript, but fince printed in feven folio volumes ; from 
which work, and from the four volumes of oclavo of the General Collcftion of Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce, fecond edition, London, 1732, we (hall henceforth iJb furni (lied, and 
by other means, with materials for commercial treaties, (lipulations, &c. as well as from many 
other authors in various commercial points. 

In this year 164a, died the great Cardinal Richlicu, who had brought the commerce, colo- 
nies, and inanufaflurcs of France to a confidcrable height, and had laid a folid foundation for 
much greater improvements to be made by his fuccelTors in the office of prime minifter. At 
his death alfo he left France pofiTcffied of one hundred warlike Blips and gallics, with fuitablc 
naval (lores in the royal arfcnals. Yet France, from this time, till about the year 1660, feems 
to have rather gone backward in naval matters than otherwife, by rcafon of civil diflentions, 
and the fucceeding minority of King Louis XIV. but after this laft-named period, (lae again 
refumed the improvement of her marine, as will be feen in the fequel. 

Richlieu had taken the province of Roufillon, and therein the ftrong city of Perpignan, 
from Spain, in this very year ; which has remained annexed to France to this day. — At Rich- 
lieu’s death alfo, the crown revenue had been fo greatly improved by him, as to have amoun- 
ted to feventy millions of livres annually ; whereas, at his acceffion to the minifiry, it had 
been reckoned at but juft one half of this fum, viz. thirty-five millions. He alfo crefted a 
company for the trade to the Weft India illands. 

The laft legal aft of Parliament of the reign of King Charles the Firft, (that is, an aft by 
King, Lords, and Commons) w^as in this year 1642, and cap. xxxvii. It confirms the grant 
of tw'o millions and a half of acres of land in Ireland, forfeited by the rebels there, and gran- 
ted by two former afts, of cap. xxxiii. and xxxv. to all perfons and corporations in England 
wdio (liould pay down certain fums, as arc fpccified in the fame thirty-third cliapter; and is 
now extended to all perfons, Englifii, Scotch, Irifli, and Dutch, being Proteftants. And 
fuch as (liould, by this laft aft, fubferibe, (liould have acres of a larger meafure than Englifli 
ftatute ones, viz. each to be one hundred and fixty poles, of twenty-one feet, inftcad of fix- 
teen feet and a half each. 

Towards the clofc of this year 1642, the war between King Charles and his Lords and Com- 
mons commenced j to the no fmall interruption of commerce and manufafturcs, as may caflly 
be imagined. 
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1642 The French author of the Hiftory of the Caribbcc Ifles, firft publiflicd at Paris, in the year 
1658, fays, That about this year 1642, a company of traders of the province of Zeland, fiill 
planted on the ifland of Tobago, in the Weft Indies, by fending two hundred men thither, 
and giving that ifland the name of New Walchcrcn ; but, it feems, the natives murdered fonie 
of the Dutch, and forced tlie reft to defert it. Yet, in the year 1650, the Zelanders, from 
Flufliing, replanted that ifle i which lying the moft fouthcrly of all the Carihbee ifles, and 
ncareft to the continent, feemed very conveniently fituatcJ for a contraband tiadc with the 
Spnnifii province of New Andalufia, and alfo for the growth of fugar-cancs, cotton, and gin- 
ger. The Dutcli, however, made nothing confiderahle of that promifing fpot, altliough it 
has the convenienclcs of water, foil, and climate ; and they have long flnee abandoned it. — 
'J'liis author takes no notice of the Duke of Courland’s having been the firft wdio planted 011 
this ifle, as will be feen to be alleged under the year 1664. 

Sir joliali Child, In his Chapter on Plantations, p. 196, endeavours to account for the fmall 
fuccefs the Dutch had, compared with England, in the fettlcmcnt offeinotc colonics. 

“ Firft, They have not had thofc caufes for peopling of colonics which England has 
had ; viz. the perfccution of the Puritans in the reign of King James and King Charles the 
‘‘ Firft. 

Secondly, King Charles’s party, after the battle of Worceftcr, and tlic Scots being routed 
“ there, liclpcd to plant Raibadocs and Virginia.. 

Thirdly, At the reftoration, the royalifts getting into all employments and ofliccs, and 
the army being dilbanded, &c. many of the commonwealth party withdrew to New Eng- 
‘‘ land, Sec. 

“ Fourthly, The lowncfs of the intcreft of money in Holland, as well as of the cuftoms oa 
merchandize, together with their toleration of all religions, and their other encouragements 
given to trade, occafioiis employment for all their own people at home, as alfo for mulii- 
‘‘ tudes of foreigners who come to fettle there.” 

And indeed we may acid, that, for the moft part, none who can live comfortably, and have 
full employment at home, w^ill care to go into either violently hoi, or extremely cold, or im- 
nfiial climates, to work at the painful employments of new plantations. Moreover, the Dutch 
have fcarccly liad one other great means which we had for the firft peopling of Virginia and 
Barbadocs, viz. the picking up of many loofe and vagrant people, chietly in the ftrects of Lon- 
don and Weftminfter, and other idle and diflblute perfons, who by merchants and mafters of 
Blips w’cre for many years fpirited away, as they then termed it, to thole colonies. 

As to what the Dutch liavc done in the Eaft Indies, in the way of colonics, it wras either by 
war or for traffic, by crefting of ftrong forts on the lea-coafts, wdierc, as at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and in the ifles of Ceylon, Java, ^^c. tjpy have moftly made ufc of the natives for plan- 
tation and cultivation : and this has alfo been partly the cafe with the Spanifli and Portuguefe 
greater colonics in America ; but nor, in any great degree, in ihofe of France, from which 
laft populous kingdom, immeufe numbers of people have been fent to their colonics in 
America. 

Tlic following extrafls from an account printed in the year 164.'!, of feveral naval charges 
and cepipments of the years 1640, 1641, and 1642, by order of Parliament, w ill, in part, ihew 
the immenfe difference, both in refpect to ftrength and expence, between our EnglKh navy 
then and now, viz. 
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1642 I. The charge of ten of the King’s fliips, and ten mcrchant-lliips employed L s. d, 

X)n the narrow fcas, in the year 1641 — — — 57’S9^ 4 ^ 

2, Ordinary of the navy, for the year 1 640 — - — 27,610 3 9 

for the year 1641 ~ — 27,122 3 4 

4. for the year 1642 — — 21,056 11 6 

5. •Charge for tlie viftualler of ihc navy, for the ordinary cxpcnce of the 

year 1642 — — — — — 7>^55 ^7 9 

6. The exemptions of the ofEce of ordnance, for the years 1641, and 1642, 

together — — — — — — 5>443 ^ 

7. Charge of fetting fortli fifteen of his Majefty’s fliips for the narrow fcas, 

in the year 1642, for eight months, to the treafurer of the navy — 48,368 10 o 

8. Ditto, for twenty-four merchant-fhips^ for the fame year and time 81,758 8 o 

9. For victualling the faid fifteen King’s Ihips for that time — 27,359 16 6 

In this fame year 1642, the Dutch Weft India Company, obferving that the native Indi- 
ans of Chili were inveterately incenfed againft their conquerors, the Spaniards, had flattered 
thcmfelves that they fltoukl be able to make an cafy conqueft of that fine country. For this 
end they fitted out a fquadron of fliips, hoping thereby to poflefs thcmfelves of lome of their 
gold mines. At firft, indeed, they defeated a party of Spaniards in that country, and gained 
over fomc of the caciques, or chiefs of the native Indians, to enter into an alliance with them 
againft the Spaniards j which encouraged the Dutch to creft a fort at Baldivia, and to propofe 
a commercial correfpondcnce with the natives; yet the latter, through fomc mifchance or 
other, becoming jealous of their proceedings, the Hollanders were, in the end, obliged to re- 
tire from Chili, to that part of Brafil which was at this time in their poflclTion. 

In this fame year 1642, Cardinal Richlieu had attempted to ereft afrefh company of French 
merchants to trade to the Eaft Indies : but although they feiit out a fliip every year for India, 
yet moft of ihofe fhips were cither entirely loft, or elfe moft of their failors died from diftcni- 
pers. And although they made great attempts to little a permanent colony at Madagafcar, 
yet it did not fucceed ; and fo this third company came to nothing. Yet fomc private mer- 
chants from St. Maloes feat Ihips to India, which, it is faid, for a while, turned out to fomc 
account, but afterwards was dropped. 

In Dr. Harris’s Colleftion of Voyages, p. 608, to 610, we learn, That, in the "faid year 
1642, two Dutch fliips failed from Batavia, in the Eaft Indies, on difeovery fouthward, — 
They found a new paflTage by fea to the foutU of New Holland, Vandiemanfland, &cc. Coming 
to New Zelaiid, in forty-two degrees ten minutes, fouth latitude, they there found a cruel, 
barbarous people, who murdered four of their men. Thence they failed north-weft, amongft 
many iflands, to fome of which they gavc^e names of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, &c. Thence 
they failed weft about, to New Guinea, a^^tlience home to Batavia, after being out about 
Xcii luonths. ^ 

1643 In March 1642-3, the Englifli Lords and Commons, in Parliament, made an ordinance, 
without the King, for railing thirty-four thoufand one hundred and eight pounds ten ftiillings 
per week, wlflcli amounts to one million feven hundred and feventy-three thoufand fix hun- 
dred and forty-nine pounds fixteen ftiillings per annum. — Rufliworth, vol. v. p. 150. 

By this ordinance of the faid Lords and Commons in Parliament, in the year 1643, 
fines for being made free of the Company or Society of the Merchant-adventurers of England 
were doubled, viz. one hundred pounds for a Londoner, and fifty pounds for one in any 
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^643 of the out-ports ; with power alfo for this fociety to imprifon fuch as refufed to pay the fai J 
fines. The words of the ordinance of the Lords and Cormnons, being one of the firft afts 
or ordinances iffued by their foie authority, without having tl^ royal affent to it, are as fol- 
low, viz. 

That this company having been found very fcrviceablc and profitable to this ftatb, and 
‘‘ cfpecially to the ancient and great trade of cloathing, this fcllowlliip fhall therefore conti- 
nuc and be a corporation, with power to levy monies on its members and their goods, for 
the neceflary charge and maintenance of their government. And that no perfon lhall trade 
within their limits but freemen of the corporation, upon forfeiture of their goods. Pro- 
vided, 

I. That this company fliall not exclude any perfon from his freedom therein, who fliall 
delire it by way of redemption ; if fuch perfon, by their cuftom, be capable thereof, hath 
been bred a merchant, and lhall pay one hundred pounds for the fame, if a freeman of Lon- 
don, and trades from that port; or fifty pounds if not free of London, and trade's not from 
that port. They lhall have power to imprifon members in matters of government, and to 
‘‘ adminifter fuch oaths to them as Hrall be approved hy Parliament. Provided, 

“ II. That all rights confirmed by aft of Parliament, or ancient charters, fhall be hereby 
fared. And it was ordered, that a bill be prepared for the paffing an aft in this prefent 
Parliament, for further fettling and confirming the privileges of this fcllowfliip; and this 
ordinance, in the mean time, to remain iufcrcc/^ 

But this was in confideration of no Icfs a funi than thirty thouland pounds, advanced to the' 
Parliament by the laid fcllowfliip of Merchant-adventurers, 

In the fame year 1643, there came out a fimilar ordinance of Parliament in favour of the 
Levant or Turkey Company, declaring, That, for the encouragement of that fellowlhip, 
wdiich, befidc the building and maintaining of divers great fliips, and the venting of kerfies, 
fayes, perpetuanas, and other commodities, hath been found very fcrviceablc to this flate,. 
by advancing of navigation, and tranfporting into foreign parts, for fevcral years together,- 
^ above twenty thoufaad broad-clotlis yearly, befidcs other commodities, dyed and drefled 
in their full raanufafturc. And, for the better g< 5 vernment and regulating of trade, the 
faid fellow lliip fliall continue to be a corporation, and fliall have the free choice and remo-* 
“ val of all officers, &c. who are to be maintained by them cither af home or abroad ; whe- 
“ ther ambafladors, governors, deputies, conluls, &:c. And fliall have power to levy monies 
“ on its members, and on ftrangers, upon all goods Ihipped in Englifh bottoms, or on flran- 
gers bottoms, going to or coming from the Levant : for the fuppJy of their own ricceflin v 
expence, as well as for fuch fums of money as lhall be advanced for the ufc and benefit of 
‘‘ the ftate, by the approbation of Parliament.’' (As we have fecn by the firft bcforc-rccitcd 
ordinance, that the Mcrchaiit-ad venturers fcllowfliip paid thirty thoufand pounds ; fo, doubt- 
licfs, this laft-named company advanced fome fucli fum for the uib of the Parliament ; wdio, in 
return, gave them thefe ordinances, and their fubfequent afts, by way of new charters of privi^ 
leges.) “ And no perfon fliall bring from or fend goods or fliips into the limits of their charter, 
but fuch as arc free brothers, or ollierwife licenfed by the corporation, on pain of forfeiture 
of the whole, or other lefler penalty to be impofed by this corporation on their goods orfliips. 
None fliall be excluded from the freedom of this corporation who fliall defirc it by way of 
“ redemption, if fuch perfon be a mere merchant, and otherwife capable thei-eof; and lhall pay 
fifty pounds for the fame, if above twenty-fevea years of age, or twenty-five pounds if 

“ under 
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under tliat age, or fo much lefs as thsir fcllowfliip fliall think fitting. They may alfo Iin- 
“ poll' iliics on pcrlons wittingly contemning or cliibbeying their orders ; but not to exceed 
twenty pounds for any one ofFcnce. And, in default, to dilbain tlic goods of pcifons fo 
fined : and if no fufiicient diflrefs can be found, to imprifon their pcifons till they pay their 
** fines, or othervvife give fatisfaflion. — They Ihall have power alfo to give fiich oaths as finiH 
approvjj'd by l^ailiaineiit : — Provided, that all rights or charters, granted under the broad 
Hal of England, or otherwife, lliall be licreby faved. It is alfo ordained, that, with all 
conveniep.t expedition, a bill ihali be prepared, to pafs into an aft of this prefent Parlinment, 
for the furtlicr llrtiing and full confirmation of this fellowlhip’s privileges, See. And this 
ordinance to remain in full force till then.” 

Even fo late as this year, we find that the knowledge of the northern parts of the terraque- 
ous globe was full very iinperilft : thus, not only Dr. Hcyliii, in his Cofmography, and oilier 
•Englilh gcogiiiphcrs, continued to place the fuppofed great iflc of Ericlland on their maps, but 
likewiil TvlorifotuyK in his Orbis Maritimus, publifiicd at Dijon in tliis year, mentions tlic 
gi cat Ifie of Fricfland, wed of Norway, and larger than that of Iceland. Pailibh niiJ ver-, 
prohalfiy, the vail country ufually called Old Greenland, was meant by them for that fuppo- 
icd illand. 

In tlic fait! yea?*, one Brower, or Brewer, a Dutchman, failed into the great South Sea, 
tlirongh a pallagc fince called by iiis name, call of the Strait of I^e Mairc, mentioned under 
the year 1O16, and fo round by C«ipc Horn, as ufual. 

in tliis fame year, the exclufivc privileges of the Dutch Eall India Company expiring, thc^ 
fame v\*erc renew^ed for tvventy-feven years longer, in confideration of their paying the fum of 
one million fix hundred thoufand guilders, for the benefit of the public. It is unncccllary to 
add, in this place, that thoi’e privileges have fince been renewed, from time to time, to our 
days ; and tliat, on every fuch renewal, the Company advanced confiderablc fums of money 
Jbi the fame. 

The French now firfi planted the Caribbee ifie of St, Bartholomew, in the latitude of fixteen 
degrees, about five miles north of St. Chriflophcr. It has but little ground fit for cultivation ; 
yet it is faid to have plenty of ligmini vita? and iron wood. It is unfafe for Ihipping, by rca- 
fon of the many rocks which furround it. It has been feveral times in F'rcnch and Englilli 
hands, by turns. In November 1746, the Ebiglilh, from Antigua, furprized it, and carried 
off four hundred vvhitc people, and three hundred negroes. It is about five leagues in circuui* 
fercncc. 

By an ordinance of the Lords and Commons, the duty on our plantation tobacco was now 
made four-pence per pound weight. Yet, in the following year, by another ordinance, they 
reejuced it to three-pence per pound, cullom and cxcifc together ; “ they finding,’^ as that or- 
dinance expreffes it, “ that the duty of four-pence liad fomewhat intermitted the trade in that 
commodity.” — Which lliews, that tobacco was by this time become a trade worth the en- 
couragement of Parliament. 

The Lords and Commons in Parliament, at Weftminflcr, now laid a tax, for the enfuing 
year, on beer and ale in all counties within the limits of their power, calling it by a new word,. 
fAr//r. In which ordinance they alfo laid a duty of four flfillings per pound on foreign tobacco, 
and two fliillings on Englifh tobacco ; fix pounds on every ton of wine retailed, and three 
pounds per ton for private confumption : a duty alfo on raifins, fugar, currants, cloth of gold 
and filver tiflue, and damafk table-linen j which fhews that they were in great want of money. 

And 
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1643 King’s Parliahient, then fitting at Oxford, impofed the like taxes on all within their 
power, and never met more at all. The city of London’s zeal for the l^arliainciit was lb great, 
as, according to Rulhvvorth, vol. iii. p. 2, to agree to a weekly payment of ten thoufaiid pounds, 
cxclufivc of Weftminfter, and the other fuburbs, being at the rate of five hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds per annum ; which fiiews the great wealth as well as zeal of that city. Yet 
it is fcarccly to be fuppofed, that the city could have conftantly paid fo great an airdfinent. 

At this time one Kcphlcr, a Dutchman, firft brought into England the kiiov/Icdge of the 
fine fcarlct-dyc, called the Bow-dye, as being firft pradtifed at the village, of Bow, near 
London. 

1644 In Sir James Ware’s Gcfta Illbcrnorum, by way of annals, p. 18 1, under 'the year 1644, 
he, 01 rather his continuator, gives the following account of the city of Dublin, viz. 

Auguft 8. The citizens of Dublin were numbered, .and found to be, of 
f 2565 men. p f 1202 men. 

1 2006 women. ^ I 


Proteftants 


1406 women. 


Total Proteftants 
Total Papifts 


5S5I 

2608 


Total Papifts 2608 


Total of both 8159 

As the city of Dublin Is the capital of Ireland, the rcfidencc of the King’s Lieutenant, and 
of all the courts of law, as well as the ufual place for holding the Parliament, &c. I think it 
impofliblc that this cenfus can be of any other than adult perfons alone, to approach near to 
any probability of truth. If therefore there be, as ufually computed, at leaft two children to 
each adult perfon, then — — — — 8159 

Multiplied by 2, gives •— — 

Total men, w^omcn, and children - 24477 

This was but a fmall number compared to the number in that city at this time; which fince 
then has greatly incrcafcd, more efpecially fince the acceffion of the prefent royal family; 
lb that they are now computed to amount to confiderably above one hundred thoufand fouls. 

We have clfcwherc obferved, that the toll exadted by the crown of Denmark for all foreign 
Blips palling to and from the Baltic Sea, through the Sound of Elfinorc, was owing to the pro- 
tedtion thofc Ihips received from the calUe of Cronenburg, for a fafeguard from pirates, who 
were numerous in that fea in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, and alfo for light-houfcs 
ercdled by Denmark, for the diredtion of fhipping in dark nights. About the time the Dutch 
fliook off the yoke of Spain, Denmark made unrcafonable demands on them: but, in this 
year 1644, the Hollanders aided the Swedes in their invafion of Denmark, whereby the latter 
loft part of tlveir dominions to Sweden. This brought on a trcvaty, in the following year, 
1645, whereby, after numbcrlcfs difputcs between Denmark and Sweden, for the former's ob-. 
liging the (hips of the latter nation to pay toll in the found, as other nations did, and llil! do ; 
the crown of Sweden was now powerful enough to Compel Denmark, by a folemn treaty, at 
Chriftianoplc, to give up all right for the future to demand any toll whatever on Swedilh 
Blips, having only their own merchandize, palling the Sound ; yet they were ftill bound to 
pay toll for the merchandize of other nations in their bottoms. 

Vol. 11. 3 E 


Moreover, 
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2644 Moreover, at the faid treaty, the States Gcacral of the United Provinces renewed former 
treaties with Denmark ; and hereby the Dutch fettled the moderate toll they were thencefor- 
ward to pay at paffing the Sound, being about twenty-five pounds fterling for a ftxip of two 
hundred tons : to which France and England alfo agreed. 

By the third article of this treaty it is exprcfsly ftipulated that the fcarching of Dutchihips 
and goods palling the Sound fhall ccafe, and entire credit fliall be given to the mariners pro-- 
ducing their-^ockets. And tlie tolls now agreed on lhall continue the fame for forty years to 
come. 

2645 We have feen, under the year 1640, that the royal mint in the Tower of London had, for 
fome years before that period, been made ufe of as a kind of bank or depofit, for the fafety 06 
merchants to lodge their calh therein. But King Charles the Firft having, in tliat year, made 
free with their money therein, the mint loft its credit in that relpeft. After which, the mer- 
chants and traders of London generally trufted their cafli with their fervants, until the breaking 
out of the civil wa^, when it was very cuftomary^for their apprentices and clerks to leave their 
matters, and go into the army. Whereupon, in fuch unfcttled times, merchants, not longer 
daring to confide in their apprentices; began firft, about this year 1645, to lodge their necef- 
Tary cafti in goldfmiths hands, both to receive and pay for them : until which time, the wholc* 
and proper bufinefs of London goldfmiths was, to buy and fell plate, and foreign coins of 
gold and filver, to melt and cull them, to coin fomc at the mint, and with the reft to fupply 
rile refiners, plate-makers, and merchants, as they found the price to vary. This account of 
tiie matter, we hare from a fcarce and moft curious fmall pamphlet, publiflied in the* year 
1676, entitled, The Myftcry of the new-faftiioncd goldfmiths or Bankers difeovered, in only 
eight quarto pages. Our faid author further obferves, “ That this new banking bufincfs*foon 

grew very confidtrable. It happened/’ lays he in thole times of civil commotion, that 
“ the Parliament, out of the plate, and from the old coin brought into the mint, coined fcvcii 
millions into half-crowns ; and there being no mills then in ufc at the mint, this new mo- 
“ ney was of a very unequal^ weight, fometimes two-pcnce and three-pence difference in an- 
ounce ; and moft of it was, it feems, heavier than it ouglu to have been, in proportion to 
the value in foreign parts. Of this the goldfmiths made naturally the advantages ufifal in 
“ fuch cafes, by picking out or culling the heavieft, and melting them down, and exporting. 
** them. It happened alfo,- that our g-old coins were too weiglity, and of thefc alfo they took 
the like advantage. 

‘^ Moreover, fuch merchants fervants as ftill kept ihcir matters running cafli, had fallen 
into a w^ay of clandeftinely lending the fame to the goldfmiths, at four-pence percent, per 
diem ; who, by thefc, and fuch-Iikc means, were enabled to lend out great quantities of 
calh to ncccffitous merchants and others, weekly or monthly, at high intcreft ; and alfo be- 
“ gan to difeount the merchants bills at tl)c like, or an higher rate of intcreft. That, much 
about the fame time, they (the goldfmiths, opnew-fafhioncd bankers^ began to receive the 
“ rents of gentlemen’s eftates, remitted to town, and to allow* them, and others, wdVo put 
cafh into their hands, fomc intcreft for it, if it remained but forafiiigle month in their 
‘‘ hands, or even a leffer time. This was a great allurement for people to put their money 
into their hands, which would bear intcreft till the day they wanted it, (fomewhat like our 
Englifh Eaft India Compaaiy’s bonds.) And. they could alfo draw it* out by one hundred 
“ pounds, o.r fifty pounds, &c. at a time, as they. wanted it,. with, infinitely Icfs troubltJ than 
if they had lent it out on cither real or perfonal fccurity. The confequeiKc was, that it 
t quickly 
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^645 quickly trotight a great quantity of cafti into their hands ; fo that the chief or grcatcft of 
** them were ftow enabled to fupply Cromwell with money in advance on the revenues, as 
“ his occalionS required, upon great advantages to thcmfelves. 

** After the reftoration, King Charles being in want of money,** (this was a bold pamph* 
let at this time ; but, although it was printed, it does not appear to have ever been publilhed, 
there being neither bookfelier’s nor printer’s name prefixed) “ the bankers took ten per cent. 

of him barefacedly,” as our author exprefles it; “ and, by private contrafts on many bills, 
“ orders, tallies, and debts of that King, they got twenty, fometimes thirty per cent, to the 
great cliflionour of the government. This great gain induced the goldfmiths moie and 
“ more to become lenders to the King ; to anticipate all the revenue; to take every grant of 
Parliament into pawn, as foon as it was given ; alfo to outvie each other in buying and ta- 
king to pawn bills, orders, and tallies: fo that, in efFeft, all the revenue palled through 
“ their hands.” — And fo they went on, till tlie fatal Ihutting of the Exchequer, in the year 
which will be noted in its place. • 

Since the happy revolution, in the year 1688, our Icgiflators have put it out of the power of 
the crown alone to make anticipations ott Parliamcntlly grants, which can only be done by a 
claufc or chiufcs in fuch refpeftive ftatutes. 

In this fame year 1645, tire celebrated and moft learned Hugo Grotius departed this life.—* 
lie was a great philofophcr and divine, as well as an hiftorian and politician ; and wrote in 
‘defened of the independence of his country of Holland againll Spain ; and of the abfolute 
freedom of the navigation on tl>e fca, agarnft all mankind, with the grcatell ftrength of 
judgment. 

IJy a treaty of commerce now concluded between the Queen Regent of France, in the mi- 
nority of I^ouis XIV, and the King and kingdom of Denmark, it was ftipulated, among other 
things, That French Ihips, or fhips hired or laded by Frenchmen,” (France had fo few 
trading Ihips of her own at thofe times, that this defeription was very necellliry) ‘‘ pafTing the 
^ famous Sound of Denmark, whitherfoever they may be bound or may come from, or what 
foever they may have on board, lhall not be obliged to pay any more toll than that agreed 
‘‘ this fame year in a tabic of this toll with the Dutch.*' And the French lliall pay the fame 
for fea-bcacons and fires as the Dutch pay. And that both kingdoms lliall in general enjoy 
freedom of commerce in each other’s refpedive kingdoms. 

In the Collcftion of Orders, Ordinances, and Declarations of Parrliamcnt, printed for 
E. Hufband, Printer to the Houfe of Commons, in folio, in the year 1646, wc have a lift, 
p. 665, of the public navy, and alfo of the merchant-lhips, fert forth in the fummer 1645, by 
order of Parliament, viz. 



Tons. 

Men. 

Guns. 

1 Ship (Vice-admiral Blyth) of 

“ 875 

280 — 

50 

I Ship of — — 

600 — 

— 170 — 

40 

I Ship (Rcar-admiral Owcn) x)f 

575 — 

— — 170 — 

40 

I Ship of — -- 

557 — ■ 

— 170 — 

— 38 

I Sliip of — — 

510 —■ 

— — 1 70 — 

38 

1 Ship of •— *— 

559 — 

160 — ^ 

— 38 

1 Ship (underVicc-admiral Batten) of 650 — 

260 — 

36 

1 Ship of — — 

512 ~ 

160 

36 

I Ship of — — 

500 

- — 150 — . 

—— 36 


3E 2 


The 
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1645 The red confifted of fcventcen fmalJer fliips from four hundred tons, and one hundred 
and ten men, and twenty-eight guns, down to eighty tons, forty -five men, and eight guns. 
So tliat here is only one fhip which might poflibly be admitted, in our days, into a line of 
battle. 

The Royal Sovereign, built ten years before, and perhaps feveral other large fhips of war,. 
wci:e either dill under the King’s command, or clfc were not as yet judged neceflary. There 
were alfo fi:^inks and frigates, or each fifty tons burthen ; and eighteen merchant-fhips, from 
four luiiulrcd and five tons, one hundred and twenty-one men, and twenty-nine guns, down 
to one hundred and fix tons, fifty-iii/ie men, and twelve guns. Probably this was the grcatefl 
part of the Parliament’s naval force. 

At this time, however, tliere arofe a great coldncfs and jcaloufy between this Parliament 
and the Dutch republic ; the Hollanders, through the Prince of Orange’s influence, having 
fliewn a manifeft partiality to the King’s fide, which the Parliament, at this time, clofely ar- 
gued with the Status-General, in a long and fharp declaration or remonftrance, printed in the 
faid book of ordinances. The Parliament^ therefore, foon found it needful to increale their 
marine, as forefeeing a ftorm frolll that quarter. 

1646 By an ordinance of the Lords and Commons in Parliament, in the year 1646, it was cn- 
a£led, That from the twenty-fourth of February, 1645, old flilc, “ The court of wards and 
“ liveries, and all wardfliips, liveries, primier-feifins, and ouftrc-les-mains, be taken away. 
And that all tenures by homage, and all fines, licences, feizures, and pardons for aliena- 
tion, be likevvife taken away : as alfo, that all tenures by knights-fervice, either of his Ma- 
‘‘ jefty or of others, or by knights-fervice, or foccage in capita of his Majcfty, be turned into 
“ free and common foccage.” — Which ordinance was amply confirmed by an aft of the Pro- 
teftor and his Parliament, in the year 1656. 

The removal of thefc ancient badges of Norman fervitude, or fomething too near a-kin to 
flavery, was thought fo rcafonable, though now enafted by the Lords and Commons alone, 
witliout the King, with whom they were now at war, that, upon the refioration of King 
Charles the Second, it was confirmed by a legal aft of the Icgiflaturc, as will be feen in its 
place. Servitude or valTalagc is, in its confequences, ever obflruftive of commerce and induf- 
try, and therefore proper to be removed in all free and wife governments. In a fawning letter 
from Sir Robert Cecil, Queen’s Elizabeth’s fccretary, to King James of Scotland, in thc year 
1601, amongft other points, he exhorts him in the following words, “ Todiffolve the court of 
wards in England,” (on the fuppofition of his undoubtedly fucceeding that Queen) being 
“ the ruin of all the noble and ancient families of this realm, hy bafe matches and evil educa- 
tion of children, by which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed.” — Vide the Appendix 
to Dr. Robertfon’s Hjftory of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 117, publiflied in the year 1759. 

By another printed ordinance of the faid Lords and Commons, in 1646, we fee fomewhat 
of the flate of the then commerce of and to the Englifli American plantations ; reciting, 

“ that whereas the feveral plantations of Virginia, Bermudas, Barbadoes, and other places of 
“ America, have been much beneficial to this kingdom, by the incrcafe of navigation, and 
“ of the cuftoms arifing from the commodities of the growth of thofc plantations imported 
into this kingdom. And as goods and necellarics carried thither from hence have not 
hitherto paid any cuftom ; for the better carrying on of the faid plantations, it is now or- 
dained by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, that all mcrchandizx, goods, and nc- 
ceflarics, for the fupportation, ufe, and cxpcnce of the faid, plantations, flxall pay no cuftom 

“ nor 
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1646 ^ nor duty for the fame, the duty of excifc only excepted, for three years to come, except 
‘‘ to the plantations in Newfoundland: fccurity being, given here, and certificates from 
thence, that the 'faid goods be really exported thither, and for the only ufc of the faid 
“ plantations.— Provided always, that none in any of the ports of the faid plantations do 
‘‘ fufferany fhip or veflcl to lade any goods of the growth of the plantations, and carry them 
to foreign parts, except in Englifli bottoms ; under forfeiture of the before-named exemp- 
tion from cuftoms.’^ Hereby the foundation was laid for the navigation afts afterward, 
which may be jtiftly termed the Commercial Palladium of Britain. We lhall alfoXcc this 
wife provifo further legally enacted after the reftoration of King Charles the Second, by 
the famous afts of navigation. 

It is but too true, that both the Englifli and Hollanders continued too long to deprefs Spain, 
and too long to encourage the preponderation of the power and ftrength of France ; whereby 
even fo early as this time, the balance of power, with refpeft to thofe two nations, was much 
endangered. Thus the Orange parly in Holland, jealous of the oppofitc dcmocratical party, 
made Admiral Van Trump, in the years 1644 — ^ — 6, block up the ports of Gravelines, Mar- 
dyk, and Dunkirk, until they at length fell finally into the hands of France : and, in recom- 
pence, France made many feizures of Dutch fliips in the Mediterranean, &c. whereby, it is- 
faid, the dcmocratical merchants of Amfterdam alone loft ten millions of guilders. 

According to Savary’s Diftionaire Univcrfclle du Commerce, “ the manufafture of fine 
“ woollen cloth was now firft fet on foot at Sedan, by three Frenchmen, who lud a patent 
for twenty years, to be the folc direftors of the manufafture of black as well as coloured 
“ clotlis : and, for their encouragement, they had each a penfion of five hundred livres for 
“ life, and their children were thereby nobilitated in France *, and their foreign workmen dc- 
dared to be denizens of France, free from being quartered on by foldicrs, and from all 
taxes and cxcifcs. The diredors were alfo allowed eight thoufand livres yearly for carrying 
“ on that manufaduie during the faid term. And,” adds Savary, “ the fuccefs has even 
exceeded expedation ; the Sedan cloths having been brought to great perfedion.” 

Thus we fee, that Cardinal Mazarine trod in the fteps of his predeceflbr, Richlieu ; and we 
cannot wonder at the improvements made by France in almoft every fpecics of manufadure, 
when we fee fuch great and early encouragements given to the promoters of them. 

Wheat per quarter, two pounds eight fliillings. — Chronicon Preciofuin. 

164;^ At this time Spain’s great fccblcnefs and dcclcnfion was become extremely apparent. Her 
want of manufadures, produd, and other neceflaries, within herfclf, for the fiipplying of her 
vaft American colonics, occafioning all the gold and filver brought from thence home to be paid 
away, as faft as they received it, to the Engllfh, Dutch, French, Germatis, and Italians, for 
all kinds of neceflaries for her faid colonics. Moreover, the fcarcity of people in Spain, com- 
pared to the great extent of that country, was now faJIy felt; partly occafloned by Spain’s 
having, as has been related, formerly driven out fo vaft a number of Moors and Jews, and 
partly by permitting fuch numbers of her people to go over from time to time entirely to 
fettle in America ; fo that Spain was become more than half dcfolatc ; and even thofe ftill re- 
maining in it were become the moft idle, lazy, and indolent fort of people of any civilized 
nation. It was certain tlicy could not find people enough of their own for cultivating their 
lands, fo that they were obliged to employ poor French pealants, as indeed they have to this 
time done, to come every year over the Pyrenean mountains into Spain, for getting in their 
liarvcfts. 


This 
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^1647 This melancholy fituation in the reign of King Philip^IV, is by fomc authors faid to hve 
put the Spanifli Court upon confultation, in the year 1647, about the middle of this cen*- 
tury, whether it might not be advifeable for the King and his Court, 4 cc. to remove to and 
fettle entirely in America j in confidcration of their not having a fufficicncy of people for the 
joint prefervation of the Spanilh dominions both in Europe and America. 

* In the^ext fucceeding reign of King Charles II. Spain grew ftill more feeble : yet, after 
all, (he has fince, through wifer counfcls, been able to weather moll of her misfortunes, and 
tis, in our days, in a more profperous condition than Ihe had been for one hundred and thirty 
years. 

The Lords and Commons of the EngliHi Parliament now wifely and abfolutely prohibited 
the exportation of Englilh wool. They alfo ilTucd a proclamation for fupporting the privi- 
leges and charters of the fociety of the Merchant-adventurers of England ; who, in this year, 
had removed their foreign rcfidencc or comptoir from Delft or Dorr* And our woollen trade 
at this time was^iii a very profperous condition. 

Yet, tlirough many various misfortunes, and efpccially the many encroachments and cruel- 
ties of the Dutch Company, the Englilh Eall India Company’s trade liems to have been, at 
this time, almoft quite funk, or at leaft much decayed. 

It was about this year that the Caribbee illc of Marigalantc was begun to be fettled by the 
French. Such parts of it as are plain and not quite barren they cultivated very well, chietly 
for the growth of tobacco : but it is faid to be in general very mountainous. Columbus, in 
the year 1493, named it after his own fliip, 

England’s wealth and commerce at this time was very confidcrable ; lince, notwithllanding 
the interruptions which a fix years civil war mull have occalioned,' the Lords and Commons 
had raifed upwards of forty millions fterling, for the war againft the King, between the years 
1641 and 1647, or about fix millions fix hundred and lixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty- 
iix pounds thirteen fliillings and four-pence per annum, — Royal Treafury of England, oc- 
tavo, in the year 1725, p. 297,— befide what the King had raifed in the counties where his in- 
tcreft was predominant. 

Wheat per quarter, three pounds thirteen lliillings and eight-pence. Chronicon Pre- 
clofum. 

'^[648 The pitch and tar manufa£lure of Sweden was in early times a very confidcrable part of 
their commerce. The principal ports frpm whence thofe two articles were of old exported 
were Stockholm and Wyburg, for the fupplying of the reft of Europe. But Queen Chrif- 
tiana having, in the year 1648, erefted a joint (lock tar company, exclufivc of all others, 
wl^ereby they were faid to have doubled their capital every three years, that monopoly hav Mig laid 
fuch exorbitant prices on pitch and tar j and they obliged thcmfclvcs by that charter to take off 
all that was made in the kingdom, that even fuch parts of Sweden as before made no tar, were 
then obliged to engage in the making of it; whereby the quantity thercbf became greatly in- 
creafed in fuch parts of Sweden as were not within the limits* of that Company’s patent, which 
had nearly ruined that monopoly. However, by frefh aids it recovered itfelf again ; and fo 
lately as the beginning of our prefent century, it had like to have greatly diftrefifed England; 
though in the iiTue it produced much good, as will be feen under the year 1703. 

The long and bloody wars between the Houfe of Auftria on one fide, and France and 
Sweden on the other fide, at length brought on. the famous treaty of Munftcr and Paderborn, 
as often ftilcd, the treaty of Weftphalia, in this fame year. England had indeed no con- 
cern 
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1648' cem therein, being too deeply engaged at home ; yet as this memorable pacification confider- 
ably afFcfted all the other great potentates of Chriftendom on the contifient of Europe, it well 
deferves a due anirmdverfion in this work, as far as more immediately relates to our fubjeft. 
Vide vol. ii. p. 335, &c. of the General Colleftioii of Treaties, in four volumes, oftavo, fe- 
cond edition, London, 1732. 

I . With refpeft to the Gern^an empire, g^rcat alterations were thereby made therein, in 
favour of PVance, Sweden, and BavaVia, by yielding and confirming to France large dominions 
there: Sweden got a great part of Pomerania, with the Archbilhoprick of Bremen, hereby 
fecularized and converted into a dukedom, and alfo the Bilhopric, fince called the Principa- 
lity, of Verden : the Duke of Bavaria gained all tl^e Upper Palatinate, and was made an 
cleftor of the empire. 

II. Spain growing continually more feeble, by this treaty, found herfelf obliged to con- 
clude a folid and perpetual peace with the States General of the Seven United Provinces of 
the Netherlands, by renouncing all former claims and pretcnfions on the faid provinces, and 
by King Pliilip the Fourth’s acknowledging the faid States General to be free and independent 
fovereigns, as per article the firll. And, indeed, if the Spaniards had good reafon for agreeing 
to this peace with the Dutch, as it was commonly believed that their war with tlie Hallanders 
had coft Spain fo inimenfe a treafure as fifteen hundred millions of ducats ; the Dutch, on the 
other hand, had ground to be equally pleafed therewith, not only for the immediate advantage 
and honour thereby redounding to them, but likewife bccaufe they now began too plainly to 
perceive the fcalc of France to preponderate; and that, if Spain fhould be reduced too low, 
France might become, as has lince been often experienced, a very dangerous neighbour to 
them, by robbing Spain of many of the nobleft and ftrongeft towns of her Netherlands. 

III . This treaty adjufted the fecurity of the trade and navigation to both the Rail and Wefl: 
Indies. — The rule of uti poffuletis being now to take place between Spain and Holland, not 
only ill both the Indies, per article five, but alfo (with refpeft to Holland and Portugal) in 
Bralil, and on the wdicoafts of Africa, as far as Spain had any claims. Spain was moreover 
hereby to keep her navigation to the Eaft Indies in the fame manner fhe then held it, with- 
out being at liberty to extend it further. Spain’s only means of communication with the Eaft 
Indies, now as well as ever fmcc, was from New Spain. This condition therefore was pru- 
dently ftipulatcd by the Dutch; 

Neither were the inhabitants of the Spanifti Low Countries to frequent the places which 
the Caftilians had in the Eaft Indies. 

This laft part of the faid fifth article was to very good and fuccefsful purpolc infiflcd on by 
both Great Britain and Holland, againft the late Emperor Charles the Fourth’s having ict up 
a company and commerce from Flanders to Eaft India, in our days, known by the name of 
the Oftend Company, long fine’e fupprefled. 

IV. With regard to the Weft Indies, or America, the fubjefts of Spain and Holland were 
by the fixth article of this treaty, mutually to abftain from failing to, or trading in, any of 
the harbours, places, &c. poflefled by the one or the other party there. 

V. The river Scheldt, as alfo the canals of Sas and Swyii, and other mouths of rivers dif- 
emboguing thcmfelves there, were ftipulated to be kept Ihut on the fide of the Lords the 
States General, per article fourteen. This was for preventing the revival of the trade of the 
once renowned mcreantilc city of Antwerp ; and fo it continues to this day. 


VI. It 
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1648 VI. It was ftlpulatcd^ by article, fixtccn, that tlic Haus*towns Ihould enjoy all the fame 
rights, privileges, &c. in the dominions of Spain, which by this treaty were^ or llioiiM in 
future be, granted to the fubjefls of the States General; and, reciprocally, the lubjefts of the 
States General wccc to enjoy the fame privileges, ?cc. in Spain as the Hanfcatics ; whether for 
the eftablilhing ofconfiils in the capital ‘ports of Spain, or clfewherc, as Ihould be needful, or 
for the freedom of their merchants, faftors^ he. and in like fort as the. fiid Hans-toWns have 
formerl^jyijoycd, or fliall hereafter obtain, for the fccurity of their navigation and commerce. 
The Dutch were alfo, by fevcntccnth article, to enjoy the fame privileges, See. in Spain 
as the King of Great Britain’s fubjefts did. And, by the eighteenth ar ticle, honourabie places 
were to be appointed for the interment of fuch of the fubjcdls of the States General as llioiild 
happen to die in the Spanifli dominions. 

^ By tire fifty-third article, the King of Spain obliged himfelf clTeflually to procure the con- 
tinuation and obfervation of the neutrality and amity of the Emperor and Empire with the 
States General of tlic United Netherlands. 

There were in all feventy-nine articles in this mo ft famous treaty, between Spain and 
the States General, befidcs a feparate article, relating to the freedom of commerce on both 
fidcs, againfl: the carrying of contraband goods to the enemies countries ; — and touching the 
j’carebing of fiiips, paffports, he. needlefs here to be particularized. It is fvjflicicnt, upon 
the uhole, to obferve, that the States General of tlic United Netherlands, by this honour- 
able treaty, gained the folid and lafiing means of greatly enriching their people, by improving 
and extending their commerce, already grown to an amazing height in the Eaft Indies, ashvtll 
as in Africa and Europe. And here we cannot omit a circumftance, which, though in itfclf 
may appear inconfiderable, demonftrates the fuperiority of the Dutch in this treaty, viz. 

V The Count of Oldenburg carncftlyVequefled the States General, by his envoy, to be in- 
‘‘ eluded in the faid treaty: but, by decrees of the twenty-third of May, and the fixtli of 
“ Auguft, it was denied him ; bccaufe he had for many years demanded toll on the VVefor, in 
order to difeourage and obftruft commerce ; cfpecially that of this State.” 

By this memorable Weftphalia treaty, France had the noble Landgravialc of Alfiice yielded 
or confirmed to her by the empire, witli the prefeflure of its ten imperial cities and tlieir vil- 
lages, as alfo the town of Brifac and its villages. France alfo had hereby the polTclIion of the 
three bifiioprics of Metz, Toul, and Verdun, confirmed to* her; and on the fide of Lorraine 
file had Mayenvic yielded to her : alfo on the fide of Piedmont (lie got Pigncrol.. By all which 
the powder of the French monarchy was greatly incrcafed, the German empire weakened, and 
the balance of powder in Europe much altered. France alfo, by being admitted to be a gua- 
rantee of this treaty, gained a pretext of fince frequently intermeddling in the affairs of the 
German empire, to her feparate benefit and aggrandizement. 

Spain, at this time, w^as become fo feeble, in point of naval affairs, as to be obliged to hire 
Dutch vcficls, for the carrying on of her American commerce. 

On the other hand, as fortune is fcldoin favourable every-wherc, the Dutch Weft India 
Company was, in this fame year, driven out of Angola, in Africa, by the Portuguefe. 

In this fame year alfo was laid the foundation of the famous Stadt-huys of Amfterdam, 
hitherto deemed the moft magnificent ftrufturc of that kind in all Europe * 

In Harris’s Collcftion of Voyages, he. vol. ii. p. 223, it is faid, that the Englifh Ruffia 
Company remained entire maflcis of the commerce to Archangel until the death of King 
Charles the l iiil ; when it feems the Hollanders having by that time gained a powerful iii- 
3 fluen.ee 
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1649 fluence Et the Ruffian court, the minifters thereof laid hold of that opportunity, under pretence 
of revenge againft a nation who had murdered their King, to introduce the Dutch into the 
Archangel trade* upon condition of their paying fifteen per cent, upon both imports and ex- 
ports, Whereby the Hollanders reaped fuch advantage that the Polifh Envov, in the year 
1689, affirmed, they bad in that year two hundred faftors at Archangel. 

This feems to be a more probable ft ate of the Ruffian trade, tlian that of tlie author of the 
Relation of the Earl of Carlifle’s Embafly to Ruflia, in the year 1663, who, in his Introduc- 
tion, infinuates, that the Czar Alexis Michaelowitz had aboliffied the Company’s privileges, 
purely out of refentment for the diftoyalty of fome of the Members of our Company to tlicii 
iate Sovereign. For, in faft, their piivilogcs were aboliffied in the year preceding King 
Charles’s death. It is true, indeed, that this Czar had exprefled great indignation againft 
tliofe concerned in King Charles’s death, and that he had lent his fon King Charles the Se- 
cond, while in exile, forty thoufand crowns, (King Charles the Firft having lent this Czar’s 
father forty thouCand dollars, befides forces) which was punftually rcfpaid. 

But this refentment of the Czar was no other, as above, than a political pretext, as appears 
by the Earl of Carlifle’s embafly : for although his Lordlhip remonftrated, “ 'Fhat as the 
foundation of the good corrcfpondencc between the two nations was laid in the faid cxclu* 
five privileges granted to the Etigliffi Company, who firft eftabliffied the traffic to Archangel; 
“ fo the King his niafter earneftly dclired their rc-cftablifliment yet the Czar perllftcd in 
liis refufal, even alleging, That one Luke Nightingale had been fecretly fent to him hv 
King Charles the Firft, to defire the abolition of thofc privileges.” A nioft improbable 
thing. To which other frivolous rcafons were fuperadded. But it feems the true rcafon was 
the Dutch contraft, as above : although it was alleged, “ That the Company had carried fo- 
reign merchandize through Ruffia without paying any cuftom, which had occafioned a gc- 
ral complaint of the Ruffia merchants, faftors, and tradefmen ; that the Englilh engrofted 
all their trade, and grew vaftly rich, whilft the Czar’s own fubjefts were thereby impoverilh- 
cd.” — It was further fiiamefully alleged, That all the Englifli merchants to wdiom the 
privileges were firft granted were dead, and that their privileges expired with them.” To 
all which the Earl of Carlifle replied, “ That it was well known that many of the Engliffi in 
Ruffia were loyal, and teftified an abhorrence of their King’s murder: — and that Nightin- 
^ gale, before-named, was an impoftor, and was never employed by the late King.^ — That 
our Company had never neglefted to furnifli the Czar's treafury with cloth, tin, lead, pew- 
ter, and all other Engliffi commodities at a cheaper rate than either the Dutch or Ham- 
burghers could do, although they hardly ever could be paid without bribing the Czar's ofli- 
cers. He alfo utterly denied the Company’s being guilty of importing tobacco, — of trading 
“ in prohibited goods, — of carrying foreign goods through the country cuftom free. And with 
refpeft to the allegation, that as the firft merchants were dead, their privileges died with 
them — thofe privileges were ever nnderftood to liave been grantcvl to the Englilh nation, 
and not to any particular fet of individuals, and were therefore perpetual.” 

The Czar’s commiffioners trifled moft egregioufly in their confcrer\ccs with my Lord Car- 
iifte: fo thajt, being tired with delays, his Lordlhip got a private audience of the Czar, “ in 
** which he reprefented, in the llrongeft terms, the rcafonable grounds of King Charles’s dc- 
firing riic reftoration of ffie Company’s privileges, confirmed by this very Czar at his ac- 
ceffion, in the year 1645. — That the Englilh firft opened a profitable trade for Ruflia as well 
for England, at the cxpeiice of many lives, and the lofs of Ihips and money. — That the 
VoL. IL 3 V Ei^g- 
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1649 ‘‘ Engliih Lad fought the enemies of Ruffia in the Eaft, or Baltic Sea, when the neighbour- 
ihg princes had leagued together to fliut up Narva. — I'hat they had lent fums of mone;j^ for 
“ the wars, — furailhed foldiers and commanders to fight the enemies of RulTia, and had made 
peace for them with the ncighbouring.princes.” — Yet, after a great deal of pains taken by 
that Lord, the Czar and his miniftcrs pcififted in their refufal of reftoring our Company’s ex- 
cKifive privileges. — So his Lordfhip returned unfuccefsfully home in the year i66g. And all 
that could be obtained was only, that the Company might trade to Ruflia on the fame’ footing 
as the Dutch. And thus from thenceforth they have remained, a regulated Company, much 
rcfeinbling the other regulated ones of the Hamburgh and Turkey Companies ; each member 
trading on his own private bottom, paying a fmali fum on admiffion, and certain annual dues, 
for defraying the general cxpcncc of the Company. 

1 lie Caribbcc Ille of St. Cruz, or St. Croix, had, it feems, in early times, been fubjeft to 
many mailers in a fliort fpace. The French Hiftoiian of the Caribbees, fo often already 
quoted, obfei ves,* that the Engliih and Dutch had long contefted about the property of»it ; and 
that, at length, they divided it between them. Yet, in the year 1649, the Engliflv obliged the 
Dutch inhabitants to quit the illand. — Soon after, the Spaniards from Porto Rico invaded it, 
burned their houfes, killed all the Engliih who refilled, and obliged the reft to tranfport them- 
felves to Barbuda. But whilft thofe Spaniards were about to return back to Porto Rico, two 
armed French lliips arrived there, in the year 1650, and overpowered the Spaniards, obliging 
tlicm to return forthwith to Porto Rico. Here the French fettled thcmfelvcs, and afterwards 
fold it to the Danilh Weft India Company at Copenhagen. 

The Danes have held the Caribbee illand of St. Thomas for many years pall, though the 
exaft year of its fiift fettlcment is uncertain, It is one of the duller of numerous fmall iflcs 
fituatcd to the caft of Porto Rico, called the Virgin Iflcs, moft of which are uninhabited and 
barren : is about feveu leagues in compafs, being a free port, and by its lituation very capable 
of commerce, efpccially of a contraband fort, with the neighbouring iflcs and territories of 
other European nations, in which it has often been very fuccefsful. 

We have before related, that in the year. 1636, King Charles I. granted a monopoly patent 
for the folc coining of copper or brafs farthings, although they were not then to be forced 
upon poor people. Yet it appears, from Mr. Drake’s Hiftory and Antiquities of York City, 
that, in this year 1649, there were Hill private tradefmen’s copper halfpence in that “city, of 
many of which, and particularly one of tlijs year, from the collcftioil of James Weft, Efq; 
he has exhibited the prints. He alleges, that thefe began •firft to be in ufc in the time of the 
Ufurpation : and indeed the praflice of fuch private copper coins was not cfFeilually reftrained, 
until the twenty-fourth of King Charles 11 . in the year 1672 ; when the King’s public ones 
took place in ihcir Head by his proclamation: wdiereby farthings and halfpence made and ufed 
till then by private perfons in trade and com:nercc were exprefsly prohibited to‘be either paid 
or received in trade any more. Which was a very needful and much-wanted regulation, more 
cfpecially in retail trades. 

From Bilhop Fleetwood’s Clironicon Preciofum we learn, that the market price of wheat 
was, in this fame year, four pounds per quarter, and was in the preceding year four pounds 
five Ihillings, and in 1650 at three pounds fixteen fhillings and eight pence. Yet in 1652, it 
was fo low as two pounds nine Ihillings and fix pence ; and in 1654, at one pound fix Ihil- 
liiigs per quarter. So that from thefe variations in fo few years diftance, no adequate rule can 
be drawn for judging of the rate of living. Probably the fcafons might be very unfavourable 

' in 
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1'649 ill the three firft mentioned years ; and poffibly much corn might be exported in thofe years 
to foreign parts, where there was a great demand for it. 

An ordinance-of the EngUfh Lords and Commons, made in this year, diredts the new gold 
Coins of their commonwealth to be of twenty Ihillings, ten fhillings, and five fliillings value ; 
and their filver ones of five Ihillings, two Ihillings and fix pence, one Ihilling, fix pence, two 
pence, one penny, and an halfpenny. Such fmall pieces as filver hairpence mull have been 
very troublcfome : and had they then had regular and legal copper money, they could have had 
no occafion for I'uch. 

We have feen, in our own days, that the quarter guineas of gold coin, and all the filver coin 
under fixpenny pieces, are hoarded up, as mere baubles, quite out of circulation. How much 
more fo mull filver halfpence then have been, more cfpcciaUy as our coins had long before 
been reduced to the fame quantity of bullion as at prefent ? 

In Thurloc’s CoUedlion of State Papers, vol. i. p. 127 and 226, publilhed in the year 1742, 
amder this year, wc Jearn, that Mr. Strickland, the Englifli Commbnwealih’s Refidont in 
Hollaiul, acquainted the Englifli Council of State, that the States General of the United Ne- 
therlands had juft concluded a treaty with the King of Denmark, by wliich they farmed of 
him the toll of the Sound, for about thirty-five tlioufand pounds fterling yearly. So that all 
nations as well as the Dutch themfelvcs, were now to pay this toll at Amftcrdam, which was 
always before colkifted at Elfinore. And even the Swedes, who before claimed an exemption 
from this toll, were now compelled to pay it at Amfterdara likewife. 

In the above-quoted work and volume, p. 247, this fame year, w'c fee a paper, entitled. 
Some Confidcrations offered, relating to the Embaffy for Sweden, by which we learn, that 
wife men, even fo long ago, forefaw of how much confequerlce our continent plantations in 
America might prove to us in refpeft of naval ftores. The words are thefe, viz. “ The 
“ Swedes cannot be ignorant how that, in time, our plantations may furnifti us with thofe 
“ commodities we have from them, and the utility of their fending their commodities to us, 
and the danger of tlw lofs of fuch a branch of trade may oblige them to an union with us : 
whereas they cannot run that hazard in a breach with Holland.” 

How much to our nation’s fliame is this judicious remark ; fince, after fo long a fpacc, we 
have done fo little for the bringing of that to perfeflion which, probably, might well have been 
done in half the time, to our ineftimable benefit, had we fct about it more effeftually. Yet fo 
far have we there advanced already in the raifing of fcvcral kinds of naval ftores, that, in half 
a century more, we have reafon to hope to be quite independent of a nation which has fome- 
times taken no fmall advantage of our neceflity. 

In the before-quoted voL i. p. 129, of Thurloe’s authentic Colleftion of State Papere, in 
feven folio volumes, we fee an invitation of the Magiftrates of the city of Bruges to the Eng- 
liflr Company of Merchant- Adventurers to return to that cit)^ which was their ancient refi- 
dcnce. To which that Company replied in fubftance, 

“ Firft, That their city muft take off the lycent, and other town-rights. 

“ Secondly, That our Company muft be furc of the free cxercifc of their religion 
there. — And, 

“ Thirdly, They muft alfo be freed from all tolls whatfoever in the failing up from the 
port of Sluys to Bruges,” 
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1649 The laft point, I apprehend, was not then in the power of Bruges to grant, lince the 
town, port, and territory of Sluys were poilefied by the States of the United Netherlands ; 
which, probably, was the main reafon for our Company’s not complying with that invitation : 
for, as the relidence, or comptoir, of this Company was at this time at Oort in Holland, it is 
not likely that tlic Dutch, with whom too the Englilh Commonwealth was not at this time in 
very good terms, would ever agree to lofe fo great a benefit, by its removal to Bruges in the, 
dominions of another potentate. 

Of how great benefit it would prove to the Britifli commerce and dominions on the conti- 
nent of North America, to civilize and chrifiianize the native Tndians (even abftrafting from 
a reafonable hope of a blefling from Heaven on fuch endeavours) need not be told to wife and 
experienced perfons, who know how much the French in Canada were benefited by fuch a 
mcafure, to our great detriment ; they having had great numbers of priefts among their Indians 
for that end : they alfo brought the poorer F rench, of both fexes, to intermarry with the In- 
dians : whereby they, in fome mcafure, become one common nation together. 

This is far from having been the praftice in our Englilh continent plantations : yet we 
ought to do juftice to the New England clergy and people, by acknowledging, tliat they have 
done much more than all our other colonies, towards the Chriftianizing of their Pagan In- 
dians. -Tofccoitd fuch endeavours, the Rump Parliament, in this year 1649, erefted a cor- 
poration for propagating the gofpel amongft thofe Indians, confifting of a prefidfent, treafurer, 
and fourteen affiftants : and, by an aft of that fame feffion of Parliament, colleftions were 
made all over England for that end, by which means that corporation was enabled to purchafe 
an eftate of about fix hundred pounds per annum. 

This corporation was legally ellablifhed and incorporated at the reftoration of King Charles 
the Second ; tlie famous philofopher Mr. Boyle being then appointed their firft preiident. — 
And it remains a corporation to this day, continuing to fend over millionaries to the frontiers 
©f New England, He. with treatifes of inftruftion and devotion for the ufc of the In- 
dians. They have alfo erefted feveral fchools for inftrufting the children of Indians. 
There is allib continued to this day, an annual coUeftion all over New England for the fame 
purpofe. 

The fait ponds of the tfle of St. Martin’s, in the Weft Indies, lying in latitude eighteen 
degrees fixteen minutes, occafioned the Spaniards building a fort on it : yet, about this year 

1649, diey difmantled that fort, and quitted the ifle whereupon, the Dutch from St. Eu- 
ftatia took pofleffion of it. The French, however, pretending to have been poflefled of it be- 
fore the Spaniards, font alfo a colony thither. And their countryman, whom we have already 
had frequent occafion to quote, in the year 1658, fays, that tl>e French and Dutch then lived 
there friendly together. In tlie year 1744, the Englilh from Anguilla drove the French out of 
their part of that ifie; which, however, by the peace of Aix-la-Chapellc,. was reftored. 

1650 The Englilh colonies of Virginia, Bnrbadoes, Antigua, and Bermudas, being in diforder 
on account of their zealous attachment to the royal family, the Rump Parliament, in the year 

1650, by an ordinance, prohibited all correfpondence with them, unleft by fecial leave from 
the Council of State. That ordinance alfo granted permiffion to all merchant Ibips, as nrcll as 
national Ihips of war, to feize on the Ihips and merchandize of thofe then ftiled- rebellious in- 
habitants. And whereas many difaftefted royallfts reforted thither in foreign (hips, a claufc 
was inferted, for prohibiting, under forfeiture of Ihips and goods, any foreigners from reforting 
to, or trading thither, witliout a licence, on any pretext whattver. This prefent prohibition 

was 
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1650 was, probably, purely on a temporary and political conlideration ; yet we lhall foon fee this 
fame Euglilh republic endeavour abfolutely to coniine the commerce with our colonies to die 
people of England alone. 

By this time the commerce of the Seven United Provinces of the Netherlands was arrived at 
its meridian altitude : for teftimony whereof we have the authoritative opinion of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, in the fourth chapter of his Obfervations on the United Provinces, written in 
the year 1673. 

“ I am of opinion,” fays that great author, “ that trade has fome years ago palled its mc- 
“ ridian, and begun fenfibly to decay among them : whereof there feem to be fcveral caufes. 
“ As firll, the general application that fo many other nations have made to it within thefc 
“ two or three and twenty years. For, fince the peace of Munfter, which reftored the 
“ quiet of Chriftendom, in 1648, not only Sweden and Denmark, but France and England 
“ have, more particularly than ever before, bulled the thoughts and counfels of their feveral 
“ governments, as well as the humours of their people, about matters of trade: nor has 
“ this happened without good degrees of fuccefs, though kingdoms of fuch extent, that have 
“ other and nobler foundations of greatnefs, cannot raife trade to fuch a pitch as this little 
“ Hate, which had no other to build on ; no more than a man, who has a fair and plenti- 
“ ful eftate, can fall to labour and induftry, like one that has nothing elfe to trull to for the 
“ fupport of his life. But, however, all thefe nations have come of late to lharc largely 

with them ; and there feem to be grown too many traders for trade in the world, fo as 
** they can hardly live one by another. As in a great populous village, the flrll grocer, or 
“ mercer, that fets up among them, grows prefently rich, having all the cuftom ; till ano- 
“ ther, encouraged by his fuccefs, comes to fet up by him, and lharc in his gains ; at length, 
“ fo many fall to the trade, that nothing is got by it, and fome mull give over, or all mull 
“ break.” 

We Hull not prefume dogmatically to combat fo great a man’s opinion concerning this pret- 
ty comparifon : yet we may here obferve, that poflibly every one may not admit the parallel 
exaftly to hold, with regard to the commerce of the world in general ; which, without doubt, 
has various new rcfourccs, new countries Hill to be difeovered and traded to, and the trade to 
other countries before known may be Hill greatly increafed : moreover, the vail improvement 
of the American plantations, liiice Sir William Temple’s time, as well as of the Eall India, 
trade, feems to evince, that although the Dutch trade be certainly long fince pall its meridian,, 
yet the general commerce of Europe is vifibly increafed fince the year 1673, when he wrote as 
above. 

Nothing can more effcftually demonftratc the immenfc benefit of convmerce in-gencral, and 
the prodigious increafe of it in Holland at this time, than the great Penfionary De Witt’s 
account, in his Intcrcll of Holland, of tlie fingle province of Holland’s being able, in this 
fame year 1650, to fuHain the weight of and pay the annual interell on fo great a debt as one 
hundred and forty millions of guilders, contra£fcd by their former war with Spain, befide 
other debts not at interell, amounting to- thirteen millions more. “ A capital debt,” fays 
our faid author, “ upon interell, which will not be believed by other nations, nor polfi- 
«♦ bly by our fuccelTors in Holland, to have been able to be borne by fo fmail a province,. 
“ and, at the fame time,, many other heavy texes, for the defence of themfelves and their 
« allies.” 

The 



414 an historical and chronological DRDUCTIOtr 

A. D. 

1650 The worflcd manufacture of Norwich, and its-ncighbourhood in Norfolk, known by the 
name of Norwich fluffs, being now arrived at an high, pitch of reputation, by its great vent 
in foreign parts as well as at home, the Rump Parliament, in the year 1650, by their aft, 
cap. xxxvi. “ eftablifhed a corporation * of and for the worflcd weavers of the city of Nor- 
wich, in the county of Norfolk ; for the better rectifying of abufes therein, and for the 
keeping. .up the .goodnefs of that valuable manufacture,” Which corporation was again 
further conSrmed in the years 1653 and 1656. Since which, the reputation of thofe fluffs, 
both for beauty and goodnefs, has greatly increafed ; and very great profit has accrued to the 
nation by their large exportation to foreign parts. 

The city of Amfterdam was, by this time, become fo vaflly increafed, that when the 
Prince of Orange had, in this year 1650, formed his unfuccefsful feheme for furprizing it, 
Penfionary De Witt, in his Interefl of Holland, part iii. chap. 2, relates, that it was then 
“ increafed to fix hundred morgens or acics of ground, and contained three Lut^dred thoufaiid 
“ fouls.” Whicl\ city it fcenis, in the year 1571, contained only two hundred morgens of 
land ; fo that, in feventy-nine years fpace, it liad increafed to three times its former mag- 
nitude. 

That great author, who, being the firft Minifter of State of Holland, was undoubtedly per- 
fectly well acquainted with this fuhjcCt, further obferves, that the whole province of Holland 
can fcarccly make four hundred tlioufand and fixty profitable morgens of land, downs and 
heath being excluded. And that therefore the eighth part of its inliabirants cannot be fuftain- 
cd by what is raifed or growing in it ; and are therefore indebted for their bread to the prodigi- 
ous granaries of Amfterdam. 

On the fame fubjeCt, the anonymous author of The Happy Future State of England, 
.p* ^^ 5 ’ publiflied in folio, in the year 1689, obferves, “ How meanly the atchievements of 
Venice, and the efforts to aggrandize their republic, appear in hiftory, notwithftanding the 
“ longevity of that ftate, when compared with thofe of Holland ; feeing, from the fame au- 
thor, {.De Witt) it appears, that, in the year 1664, the province of Holland alone paid 
** near one million and a half fterling to the public charge of the whole Seven United Pro- 
vinces, over and above the cuftoms and other domains.” And “ that the very religion of 
Popery occafions the Venetians to bq more circumferibed with regard even to their regula- 
** tions of traffic than the Hollanders are.” Yct.this author, in making fuch a parallel, might 
have more minutely confidcred the very different circumllanccs and lituation, &c. of thofe 
two famous republics. Venice (hut up in a deep gulph — remote from the main ocean — bor- 
dering for above three centuries paft on the Turkifli empire, during which it has thereby been 
kept in perpetual alarm, as well as by the Barbary corfairs in the Mediterranean. Holland, on 
the other hand, placed as it were in the very midft of Europe, and therefore much better fitu- 
ated for correfponding, both by fea and land, with moft countries of the world ; as well as 
happily fituated alfo for its iinmenfe fiflieries, of wlxich and fimilar benefits Venice can by no 
means make an equal advantage. 

In this fame year 1650, the Caribbee ifle of Anguilla, in the Weft Indies, was firft fettled 
on by fomc Englifh people, whofe pofterity ftill hold it. It is reckoned of much the fame 
nature with Barbuda, viz. chiefly for the breeding of cattle, and raifing of corn. The peo- 
ple arc reckoned few in number, poor and lazy, without government, laws, or clergy. Yet, 
in the year 1745, they, with only about one hundred men, repulfed fix hundred Frcncli in- 
.^vaders with great bravery, and killed one hundred and fifty of them. 


About 
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1650 About this time, the French made a fettlement on the great Jfland of Madagafpar, fituated 
to the north eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, to which ifle they gave the name of L’lfle Dau- 
phine. They erefted a fort near the fouth-weft point of the ifland. Yet, after keeping pof- 
feffion for many years, they at length abandoned it, its commerce not anfvvering the charge of 
keeping up the fort, garrifons, &C. 

In this year vvheat in England, according to the Chronicon Prcciofum, was as dear as three 
pounds fixtecn fliillings and eight pence per quarter, or nine fliillings and feven pence per 
bufhel. 

The favourers of the new Englifli commonweahh, taking notice of the great convenience 
of the banks and lumber offices of the free ftates of Italy, and of thofe of Amftcrdam, f rft be- 
gan, about this time, to publiih feveral projefts for thofe purpofes in London ; and one Sa- 
muel Lamb, a merchant, did, in the year 1657, addrefs a large folio pamphlet to Cromwell, 
the Proteftor, on this fubjeft; though nothing was done in confequence thereof. 

^[65 1 In this year, the Rump Parliament, (vide Thurloc’s State Papers, vol. i. p. 472) taking in- 
to their confideiation, that the intereft of money in feveral parts beyond fea was lower than 
the legal intereft of it in England, whereby thofe Englifh merchants who carried on their 
commerce on credit, with other men’s money, undoubtedly trade to difadvantage in refped to 
the merchants of other countries : in regard alfo, the high intereft for money keeps down the 
price of land : they prudently reduced the legal intereft of money from eight to fix per cent. 
And fo it remained till the reftoration of King Charles the Second, when the legal Parliament, 
finding the good effefts which this reduftion had produced, with refpcdl to commerce, manu- 
fafturcs, tillage, and the landed intereft in general, they confirmed the fame, as will be feen, 
by a legal aft of Parliament. 

Sir I'homas Culpepper, fenior, in his Preface to his fccond traft, againft the high rate of 
tifiiry, publiflicd in th^^ycar 1641, remarks, that, “ within half an age, we have feen many 
“ improvements of land, and a vaft inefeafe of the bulk of trade, by the abatement of intereft.’* 
He further remar’ics, “ That it will feem incredible to fuch as have not confidered it, but to 
“ any that will caft it up,, it is plainly manifeft, that one hundred pounds at ten in the him- 
“ dred, in feyenty years, multiplies itfcif to one hundred tlioufand pounds. So that if tfierc 
“ fliould be one hundred thoufand pounds of foreigners money now managed here at ten per 
“ cent, intereft, (and that really fccras no great matter) that one hundred thoufand pounds 
“ in feventy years fpacc, would carry out ten millions of money’” 

fiCj* As, in our prefent times, Britain is ncccftarily obliged to pay to foreign nations the an- 
nual intereft on many millions of our national debt, the above remark is an ufcful argument in 
favour of the prefent low intereft thereon. 

The faid Rump Parliament of England now made another moft excellent and memorable 
law, for the advancement of our (hipping, navigation, and plantations. 

It had been obferved with concern, that the merchants of England for feveral years paft liad 
ufually freighted the Hollanders (hipping for bringing home their own merchandize, bccaufc 
their (freight was at a lower rate than that of Englifh (hips. The Dutch (hipping \yere there- 
by made ufc of even for importing our own American produfts ; whilft our own (hipping lay 
rotting in our harbours : our mariners alfo, for want of employment at home, went into the 
forvicc of the Hollanders. To thelc confiderations were fuperadded, the haughty carriage of 
the States of Holland in regard to the Parliament’s demand of falisfaftion for the murder of 
tlicir envoy, Dr, DoiiHaus, at the Hague, and of the iafult of the Dutch mob on the Anibaf- 
t fador 
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1651 fador they fcnt afterwards, whofc propolals tlic States had alfo received very coldly. All 
which, jointly conlidered, determined the Rump Parliament to enadl, 

“ That no merchandize, cither of Afia, Africa, or America, including alfo our own plan- 
“ rations tliere, Ihould be imported into England in any but Englifli built (hips, and belong- 
ing either to Englifh or Englid) plantation fubjefts, navigated alfo by an Englilh cominan- 
“ 3 er, and-Aliree-^burtlrs of the Tailors to be Englifhmen : excepting, however, fuch mer- 
. ** chandize as (hould be imported diredlly from the original place of their growth or manu- 
fa&ure in Europe folely.— Moreover, no fi(h (hould thenceforward be imported into Eng- 
“ land or Ireland, nor exported from thence to foreign parts, nor even from one of our own 
home-ports to another, but what (hall be caught by our own li(hers only.” This was the 
Hrft famous general aft, commonly called, The AH of Navigation : and as it was, nine years 
after, confirmed or legally enafted, in the year 1660, (like tlie preceding one for the reduftion 
of intereft of money) we (hall be then more particular in relation to the benefits arifing there- 
from. ' 

It is j however, highly proper here to obferve, tliat this laft-rccited law grievoully alFcftcd 
the Dutch, who till now had been almoft the foie carriers of merchandize from one country of 
Europe to another; the greateft part of whofe imports into England being hereby cut o(f. 
Tor till this law was enafted, all nations in amity with England were at liberty to import what 
commodities they pleafed, and in what (hipping they pleafed. By authority therefore of this 
Jaw, die Englilh frequently fcarchcd the Dutch Blips, aijd often made prizes of them : where- 
upon, the States fcnt over four AmbaiTadors to expofiulate with the Rump and Cromwell ; 
who, in their turn, made five feveral demands on the States, viz. 

“ I. The arrears of the tribute due for their filhing on the Britifh coafts. 

“ II. For reftoring die Spice ides to England. 

“ III. For bringing to juftice fuch as were (lill alive who committed the cruelties at Am- 
boyna and Banda. 

“ IV. Satisfaftion for the murder of their Envoy Dorillaus. And, 

V. Reparation for the Englilh damages fuftained from the Dutch in Rufiia, Greenland, 
See. amounting to fo great a fum as one million feven hundred thoufand pounds.” 

Thus it is plain, that the Navigation Aft proved the occafion of the cruel naval war which 
broke out in the year following : for thefe five demands were made with fo much peremptori- 
iicfs as convinced the States it was time to prepare for a war with England ; of which more 
will be mentioned hereafter in its proper place. 

In the mean time the novelty of this navigation aft, and the ignorance of fome traders, oc- 
■cafioned at firft loud complaints, “ that although our own people Iwd not (hipping enough to 
“ import from ail parts whatever they wanted, they were nevcrthelefs by this law debarred 
“ receiving due fnpplies of merchandize from other nations, who only could, and till then 
“ did import them.” Which complaints were, however, over-ruled by the government, 
who forefaw that this aft would in the end prove the great means of preferving our planta- 
tion trade entire, — would increafe our own (hipping and failors, and draw the profit of freight- 
age to ourfclves. 

In this fame year, we find, by Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. ii, p. 2©i, a projeft was laid 
before the Englifli commonwealth, for obtaining of the court of Spain the pre-emption of all 
Spauilh wool. The projeftor obferved, “ That this propofed pre-emption would totally di(- 

a • “ folve 
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1651 folvc the woollen manufafturc of Holland ; which, by means of that wool, hath of late 
“ mightily increafed, to the dcftruftlon of the vent of all fine cloths of Englifli manufafturc 
in Holland, France, and the Eaft Country , and hath drawn from us confidcrable numbers 
of weavers, dyers, and cloth-workers, now fettled at Leyden, and other towns in Holland ; 
by whofc help they have very much improved their Ikill in cloth, and have made in that one 
province, one year with another, from twenty-four thoufand to twenty-fix thoufand cloths 
yearly. — That the Hollanders have, of late years, bought and exported from Bifcay, four- 
fifth parts, at leaft, of all their wools, and have alfo fold there proportionably of their own 
own country ftufFs and fayes. — That the French have alfo confiderablc quantities of wool 
from Bifcay, which they work up into cloth at Rouen, and other parts.” — Thus the pro- 
jeflor propofed a joint {lock to be raifed, for entirely engroffing all the Spanifli wool ; by 
which meafurc, the French alfo, wdio had already prohibited our cloths, would be obliged to 
take of us all the cloths they had need of; and alfo the like as to the Dutch, and all other 
nations. But this projeft did not take place ; and was indeed a piece of fine fpuii theory, 
fcarccly reducible to pradlicc. 

Although the Portuguefe firll, and after them the Englifli, had, in their voynges to the Eall 
Indies, vifited the harbours and country about the Cape of Good Hope, with an intent to 
make a fctticmcnt there, yet neither of thofe two nations had hitherto courage enough effec- 
tually to fettle amongft fo barbarous a people as the Hottentots were, wdio had formerly killed 
a number of Portuguefe 011 fomc fuch attempt. Neither, indeed, were there found any good 
harbours for the fccurity of /hipping in thofe tempeftuous feas. But the Dutch having more 
rcfolution, and obferving the country to be fruitful, and that its fituation would prove very 
commodious for the fupply of water and provifions for their Indian voyages, they arc faid, in 
this year 1651, to have firll fettled at the Cape, where they built a good and fpacious fort, and 
contrafted friend/hip with the native Hottentots, or rather rendered themfelves formidable, 
and alfo neceflary to thofe natives ; by which means, the Dutch have fince gradually eftab- 
lilhed a noble colony there, for many miles, north and north-caft of the faid Cape ; where 
alfo they have tranfplanted the Madeira grape, producing here a much nobler and richer one 
than the original grape. 

Nevcrthclefs, fome will have It, that their vines came from Perfia, and others fay from the 
Rhine. Hither alfo have the Dutch tranfplanted cinnamon trees from the ifle of Ceylon.— 
'I'hey are alfo faid to raife here confidcrable quantities of hemp, &c. So that the duties and 
revenues which their Eaft India Company raifes here, for they all belong to them, are faid to 
be more than equal to their expcnce for this colony. — Here the company have warehoufes and 
lioufes for their officers within the fort, and employ a great number of officers, fervants, and 
negro flaves. Here alfo is an hofpital for their fick failors, &c. with an excellent garden, 
wherein all the curious and ufeful herbs, plants, of Europe, Afia, and Africa, are fuc- 
ceff, fully cultivated. It is, in fliort, a very hopeful profpeft for the Dutch republic and their 
Eaft India Company, who have greatly augmented the number of its plantations, by means of 
the French Proteftants, who retired hither upoji the revocation of the eJi£t of Nantes. — So 
that it wnll be no wonder, if in another age, this Dutch colony does not vie with the fineft 
countries, and prove the envy of the reft of the nations of Europe. The Dutch Company 
having hereupon abalidoiicd St. Helena, our Engli/h Company took pofleffion of that ifle. 

The Englilh commonwealth teftifying a great inclination for the advancement of commerce. 
We find, in this and fome following years, abundance of printed projefts for the promoting of 
VoL, IL 2 G ’ particuUr> 
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1651 particular branches thereof; fome of which have been adopted, and fuccefsfully’ put in prac* 
tice, ill our own times : others, indeed, though well enough fuited to certain free cities in the 
Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Poland, &c. wherein fuch projeftors had refided, did not, 
however, fo well fuit with a great nation.^ 

Such, of the former kind, were the propofed projefls of charity-banks, and Lombards, or 
•Lumbei jiliourcs ;** of the latter, ‘‘ the making transferable all promiflbry notes between 
man and man, fo as to circulate as our modern banks do : fuch was alfo the plaufiblc pro- 
jeft of one William Potter, in his Key of Wealth ; and of Henry Robinfon, &c. long 
“ fince forgot, who urged the crefting of a land-bank, wherein all payments above ten pounds, 
or twenty pounds, Ihould by law be direfted to be made in bank credit ; and' that,, befide 
the principal bank in London, there fliould be perhaps one hundred fubordinate banks in 
different parts of England, all centering in the faid capital bank of London : wherein, for 
the fupport of the credit thereof, a general mortgage of lands was propofed, for which the 
mortgagee fhduld have credit in bank to the value of his land. — The condition of fuch 
mortgage fhall be, cither to pay fo much money, w'ith intereft at fix per cent, witliin a year 
“ from the day that bank credit fhould any way fail to be current, or, in default of fuch pay- 
** ment, the faid mortgaged lands to be forfeited, without redemption, and to be divided 
“ amongft the proprietors of the credit in bank. Other projeftors propofed banks on the 
‘‘ plan of that at Amftcrdam. Others propofed a general rcgillcr of houfes and Ihips, as well 
as of lands. A court-merchant, for tlie fummary recovery of all debts, ?cc\ Alfo fome 
very ill-judged projefts for the uniting into corporations all mercliants trading into any one 
country, for tlie fake of what they called uniformity in trade/' Moft of which projc6ts, 
after the reftoration of King Charles the Second, and fome after the acceflion of King Wil- 
liam the Third, were again propofed to the public, with fome variation in their form, purely 
for concealing their being only old projefts palmed upon men for new ones. Such, for ex- 
ample, was Dr. Chamberlain’s land-bank projefl, which was carried fo near its execution, as 
to have had' an aft of Parliament in its favour, in the 1696. 

In tbis year 1651, died tlic renowned Englilh architeft Inigo Jones, Efquire : feveral of 
whofe buildings in London, remaining to this day, as well as many more belonging to the 
nobility and gentry in tlie country, do his memory unrivalled honour. Among which, it is 
alraoft needlcfs to- mention the banqueting-houfe at Whitehall ; an example of architcftural 
taftc and genius, which has not been excelled in any age or country. 

In Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. i. p. tJie magiftrates of Bruges, in 1651, again write 

a Latin letter to tile Englilh Merchant-adventurerers Company, to remind them, 

“ That in the days of Philip the Good, and Charles the Bold, Dukes of Burgundy, and 
alfo of the Archduke Maximilian, tlieir city greatly flourifhed in commerce, and in the 
greateft plenty of all kinds of merchandize, fo as juftly to have obtained the reputation of 
** the greateft emporium in all Europe. But as nothing fublunary is permanent, all thefe 
“ advantages arc withdrawn, and adverfe fortune is come in tlicir place : fo that this city, 
“ once the feat of wealth, riches, and honour, has fince been the feat of war, which obliged 
*• the foreign merchants to abandon it, as did alfo the faid fociety, with their commerce in 
“ woollen cloths, &c. But now a fettled peace being cftabliflied between the Belgic provinces 
“ and foreign ftates, fome foreign merchants are preparing to fettle at Bruges. And as they 
arc informed of the willingncfs alfo of this fociety to rc-fcttlc there, they arc hereby invited 
“ to come to the port of Oftend, and thence by vvater-cairiagc to Bruges, with their cloths, &c. 

ii tp 
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1651 “ to be afterwards difperfc^ throughout Flanders, Brabant, Liege, Lorraln, &c. by moll 
“ commodious navigations, by rivers and canals.” To this the company couiteoufly an- 
fwered, in the fame language, “ That as their faid letters were entirely filent in the two 
“ moft material articles, viz. the free exercife of their religion, and the duties to be paid, they 
defirc a peremptory anfwer thereto ; fince the Englilh Parliament, both out of their zeal for 
“ the worlhip of God, and for the honotir of their nation, could never admit of a treaty for 
relidence till thofe two articles be firft agreed on.” So we hear no more about this rcli- 
dence : and, we apprehend, that it was now, or foon after this time, that this fociety began 
to make Hamburg her principal, and foon after, her foie refidcncc and ftaple for the wool- 
len manufaflurc. 

1-652 We ate now come to the commencement of the firll very bloody naval war between the two 
moft potent republics which the world had ever feen fince thofe of Rome and Carthage. 

We have obferved, under the preceding year 1651, that the new Englifii aft of navigation 
had curtailed the bulk of the commerce between England and Holland, confifting principally 
of foreign merchandize imported into, and Englifli merchandize exported from England in 
Dutch vcfiels. In vain, as we have alfo feen, did tire Hollanders remonftratc againft that fa- 
mous aft, the Englilh commonwealth being bent on a war with the Dutch : for, bcfide the 
five former demands of the Engiifh commonwealth, fatisfaftion was now infifted on for the 
Dutch ambaflador’s having held a private correfpondcncc with King Charles the Second, and 
alfo for not giving the honour of the flag to all Englilh Ihips of war. The Statcs-Gcneral there- 
fore prepared for war, by fitting out a numerous fleet, confifting of one hundred and fifty war- 
like Ihips, great and fmall, though certainly not equal to flaips of war in our days. Penfion- 
ary De Witt, in his intcreft of Holland, part iii. chap. 6. fpeaks of it as a thing incredible, 
“ That the States of Holland, during the chargeable war againft England, from 1652 to 1654, 
“ Ihould be able, in the fpace of two years, to build fixty new capital lliips of war, of fuch 
“ dimenfions and force as were never before ufed in the fervice of the ftate.” All our hif- 
“ tories arc full of the particulars of this war, which is therefore fuperfluous for us to cn- 
“ large on. 

On the the fide of the Dutch were the great Admirals Van Tromp, Dc Ruyter, and De 
Witt. The firft of whom, upon his gaining fome advantage, by the accidental great fuperi- 
ority in the Channel over Blake, in contempt of England’s pretenfions to being mailers on the 
fca, failed down the Channel with a broom at his main-top-gallant mall, to Ihew he would 
fwcep the feas ; for which he paid dearly next year.' — On the Englilh fide, was the great Blake, 
with Monk and Deane. 

It is fufficient to obferve, that in this and the following year, almoft incredible dcftruftlon 
and captures were made of mcrchant-lhips, as well as of lliips of war and failors, on both fides ; 
there having been in only nine months of the year 1652 four general naval engagements, bc- 
fide lelTcr ones. Whilft all the great Popilli potentates, and particularly France, were agreeably 
diverted to fee the two moft powerful Proteftant powers dcllroying each other : in which fad 
ctinflifts we will leave them for this year. 

In this fame year, one Mr. Edwards, an Englilh Turkey merchant, brought home with 
him a Greek fervant, who underftood the roafting and making of coftcc, till then unknown 
in England. This fervant was the firft who fold coffee, and kept a houfe for that purpofe in 

3 G 2 Loudon. 
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1652 London. Profpcr Alpinus, a learned phyfician of Venice, who flourlfhed about the year 1591, 
was the firft who wrote of thg nature of the coffee plant and berry ; our great Lord Bacon, in 
his Natural Hiftory, was the next, and afterwards the ingenious Mr. John Ray. 

Some relate, that coffee has not been generally ufed in Arabia, where it grows, and in Tur- 
key, much above two hundred or at moft two hundred and fifty years. It was firft brought to 
HoHand froij^ Mocha in the year 1616, though it did not come into general ufe there for many 
years after. About the year 1690, the Dutch began to plant it at Batavia, in the ifland of 
Java: and in 1719 it was firft imported thence into Holland. Since then the Dutch have 
planted a great deal of coffee in Ceylon as Well as in Java; fo that, in the year 1745, they im- 
ported into Holland three millions five hundred and fifty-five thoufaiid eight hundred and 
feventy-feven pounds weight of it from Java, and at the fame time but twelve thoufand three 
hundred and fixty-eight pounds from Mocha : fo greatly had they improved their Java coffee. 
The Englifh and French have alfo, of late years, fuccefsfully planted coffee in their Weft 
India ifles, as the* Dutch have alfo at Surinam, &c. although ftill inferior to that of Mocha, 
in Arabia, from whence all coffee originally came. If the European nations fhould continue, 
as of late years, to naturalize in their owii weftern plantations the fine produflions of China, 
T^crfia, Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Turkey, it will in time bring tlie direft commerce to the 
Levant to a very narrow compafs. 

The coffee plant is faid nearly to refemble the jeffaminc tree ; bearing a fruit refembling a 
cherry, within which is mclofed a fort of kernel, which, when ripe, opens and divides into 
what is ufually called coffee berries. All the coffee brought home by our Turkey fhips comes 
only from Arabia, there being no coffee growing in Turkey properly fo called, and is the 
very fame which is brought home' by our Eaft India fhips who trade up into the Red Sea. 
But as the former is brought over land from Arabia into Syria or to Egypt, and thence down 
the Nile to Alexandria, it is therefore faid not to be efteemed quite fo good as what is brought 
direflly by fea from Mocha in our Eaft India lliips. 

Coffee was unknown to the Ancients, although it undoubtedly grew always wild in Arabia. 
T»Ir. Wotton, in his Reflexions on ancient and modern Learning, conjeftures, that the pro ' 
liibition of wine, by the law of Mahomet, made the Arabs find out its virtues, for fupplying 
the place of wine. 

Tobacco being about the middle of this century grown into much greater efteem than for- 
merly in England, confiderable quantities thereof were planted in fcvcral counties, whicli 
throve exceeding well, and proved very good in its kind : but as this not only Icffcncd the 
duty on the importation of tobacco, but likcwife greatly obftrufted the falc of that commodity 
from our own colonies of Virginia, See. which had cofl: fo much cxpence in planting them ; 
the loud complaints of d>e planters occafioned an aft of the Rump Parliament, in this year 
1652, abfolutely prohibiting the planting of any in England. Cromwell and his council, in 
the year 1654, appointed commiflioners for llriftly putting this aft in execution : and, that 
we may not have recourfe again to this fobjeft, in tlie twelfth year of King Charles the Se- 
cond, cap. 34, in the year 1660, it was again legally enafted, that from the firft of January 
‘‘ 1660-1, no perfon whatever fhould fow or plant any tobacco in England, tinder certain 
“ penalties. So that an end was tliercby efFcftually put to that praftice. 

We may clearly obferve the late great increafe of England's wealth by commerce, when in 
this year 1652, as well as in the fucceeding year, the nation was able to bear an aflcflinent of 
one hundred and twenty thou&nd pounds per month, befide other great fixed taxes. 
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1652 In this year the ifle of Grenada, in latitude twelve degrees fixteen minutes, was firft fettled 
by the French from Martinico, after fomc ftruggle with the natives. It is faid, by the French 
hiflorian of the Caribbec iflcs, to have produced fugar canes, ginger, indigo, and excellent 
tobacco. 

The great dearth in England ftill continuing, fays the Chronicon Preciofum, wheat was 
fold this year at three pounds thirteen ftiillings and four-pence per quarter, or nine Ihillings 
and two-pence per bufoel. 

Hackney coaches were in this year 1652 limited to two hundred in number, daily plying in 
London ftrccts. 

Under this fame year, we find, by Secretary Thufloe’s ftate papers, vol. i. p. 219, that the 
Swedes had then a fettlement on the gold coaft of Africa, managed by an African Company : 
for Queen Chriftiana of Sweden made a complaint to the Parliament of the Englilh common- 
wealth, that, in the faid year, their (hips of war had taken two of that Company’s Ihips home- 
ward bound, and had feized on all gold, &c. in them. 

A virulent pamphlet was now written agaiiift the Englifh Eaft India Company, entitled. 
Strange News from India, calculated to favour the follcitations of Sir William Courten’s 
heirs, afting under a feparate patent of King Charles the Firft, for trading to India. 

It is therein alleged, that whereas our people, in the beginning of the Eaft India trade, 
had made particular tanning voyages thither, only to enrich a few; they were afterwards 
united in a joint ftock company ; and fince then, they being a deftruftive monopoly, have 
‘‘ mifemployed or mifpent in one joint ftock one million fix hundred tlioufand pounds, and 
in fcveral joint ftocks three millions fix hundred thoufand pounds, impoverifliing our na- 
tion by the exporting of much bullion.- — Yet, which is wonderful, not yet provided with 
“ one port or place of their own in India, for a rendezvous.” How can this be true, fince 
wc have feen, that the Company had poflellcd Madras ever fince the year 1620: which this 
author himfelf acknowledges in another part of this piece ; though indeed not a good port, be- 
ing but an open road ; “ whilft the Dutch Company had thirty impregnable cities in India, 
** and employed two hundred and fifty fail of fliips. — That by the old Englifh Company’s 
neglcftlng of Qrmiis and the Portuguefe prizes,” he fliould have, in juftice, added, by. 
their differences with the Dutch Eaft India Company, ‘‘ their trade continued decaying from 
“ 1617 to 1634: infomueb, that their aftions or fliarcs were frequently fold, from party to 
“ party, at thirty, thirty-five, to forty per cent, lofs, and fomc much more. That the lofs 
“ of the Spice lllands, feized by the Dutch, is valued at one hundred thoufand pounds per 
annum confequcncc to the nation. I’hat about the year 1632, and fince, a treaty was on 
“ foot between King Charles the Firft and our Company, on the one part, and the Dutch 
Company on the other part, touching our claim to thofe Spice lllands : but that although 
‘‘ eighty thoufand pounds was agreed to be paid by the Dutch Company, yet King Charley 
“ and our Company could not agree or fettle their refpeftive fhares thereof ; and fo the matter 
“ was dropped, and the Dutch have kept poflcffion of thofe ifles. — That this languilhingcon- 
“ dition of our faid Company inclined the King and Council, in the year 1635, to grant a 
‘‘ patent to Sir William Courten to trade to and plant in fuch places only wl>cre the old 
Company did not trade. That the faid enterprize of Courten’s greatly alarmed the Dutch 
“ Company, who feized on one of his fhips bound from Goa for China, &c.” 

In this and other writings, in behalf of Courten’s reprefentatives, our faid Company is ac-- 
cufed of having combined with the Dutch Company to ruin Courten’s projefts. Mr. Cour- 
ten, 
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1652 ten, fon and executor of Sir William, continued the trade till 1646, wlicn, as h6 alleges, by 
the cruel ufage of the Englifli and Dutch Companies, he was forced to abandon it, to the da- 
mage of feveral hundred thoufand pound?. .His obfolcte complaint was tevivjed after the 
leftoration of King Charles the Second ; yet we do not find, that any redrefs was ever obtain- 
ed , *and indsifd it was not much to be wondered at, when it is confidcred, that Couiten’s ori- 
ginal grant was made in prejudice of our Eaft India Company’s exclulive charter. 

1653 In this year, the treaty made between .Denmark and the Dutch, for farming the toll in the 
Sound, in the year , 1649, was refciiided, and a new one was concluded at Copenhagen, as in 
vol. i. p. 482, of Thurloe’s State Papers, by which the Dutch advanced on tlie faid now farm 
of the toll the fum of five hundred and twcqty-fivc thoufand guilders to the crown of Den- 
mark, by way of anticipation : the Danilh Court agreeing to repay that fum in annual pay- 
ments, with five per cent, intcreft. 

The poftage of a great trading nation’s letters is undoubtedly, in fome degree, a kind of 
political pu He whereby to judge of the increafe or decreafe of the public wealth and commerce: 
yet it would be more efpccially fo where franking of letters by members of Parliament did not 
take place; which, it is apprehended, Was not the cafe as yet in England, whofc council of 
ftate did, in this year 1653, fatm the poftage of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to John 
Manley, Efq; for ten thoufand pounds yearly ; whidh was confirmed by the Proteftor, in the 
year 1654. By this fcttlemcnt fingle letters carried as far as eighty miles paid two-pcncc, and 
double ones four-pence. Beyond eighty miles three -pence, and double ones fix-pence. Wc 
fhall hereafter fee this revenue greatly incrcafed, in confequcncc of the increafe of our geneu al 
commerce, and alfo by an additional poftage cnafted in 17 1 1. 

The naval war between the two firft republics of the univerfe ftill continued very fierce. In 
June, this year 1653, the fifth general engagement happened off Dover: Monk and Deane 
commanded the Englifli fleet of one hundred fail ; and Van Tromp, Dc Witt, De Ruytei, 
and the two Evertfens, commanded the Dutch one, of above one hundred fliips of war. After 
-continually fighting for two days, the Dutch were difeomfited, having eleven of their fliips 
taken, fix funk, and two blown up ; with but little lofs on the fide of the Englifli. From 
this difafter Van Tromp, in a memorial to his mafters the States General, fet forth, that the 
fliips and guns of the Dutch fleet were too flender, in comparifon with thofe of the Englifli. 
And, in the firft volume, p. 290, of Thurloc’s State Papers, we find. Admiral De Ruyrcr 
cxprefsly declaring, that he would not return to fca, if his fleet were not reinforced with 
.greater and better fliips. For, as appears by an intercepted letter for Holland, ihid, the Eng- 
lifli Commonwealth had then actually two hundred and four fliips of war, great and fmall, and 
thirty-five thoufand feamen. And, /^/W. p. 514, by another intercepted letter from Holland, 
in Oftober this year, the principal terror of the Dutch was from our great fliips.— And our 
Englifli fleets lying on the Dutch coafts, during inoft part of this year, was very grievous to 
their merchants, whereby their homeward bound fleets and convoys were in danger of falling 
into our hands. Their fifliing fliips alfo were kept from going out ; which brought immediate 
calamity on their people. 

The Dutch fleets, however, when joined, made one hundred and thirty fliips, fome of 
which indeed were Eaft India fliips, fitted up for this war. Yet fuch was the then naval 
ftrength ofFIolland, that, in little more than a month, they fitted out one hundred and twen- 
ty-five fliips of war, under Van 7 ‘romp ; who, in July this fame year, had another great 
engagement with Monk, on their own coaft, when there were twenty-feven Dutch (hips either 
f funk 
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1653 funk or burnt, but none taken ; occafioncd by Monk’s orders, neither to give nor take quar- 
ter. Here -alfo they loft their great Admiral Van Tromp. Kcr of Kerfland’s fccond volume 
of Memoirs fays, , that great Admiral’s Ihip, the largcft in the Dutch navy, carried no more 
than lixty-fix cannon ; but the States quickly difeovered their want of great fhips, and there- 
fore, in this fame year, built twenty ftiips of from fifty to eighty guns. Yet we (ball fee, by 
a much better authority, that, three years after, their largeft Ihip carried but feventy-fix guns. 
On the Englifli fide, there were many men flain, though only one ftiip loft. 

So great was the naval pov.^er of England at this time, that it appears by Thurloe, iiiJ, that 
the Venetian ambaflador in England came to folicit the continuance of fomc Englifli fliips of 
war in that republic’s fcrvicc fomc time longer. A fure mark, however, of the feeble ftate of 
the naval power of Venice. 

In this fame year 1653, an attempt for a north eaft paflage to China was made, by order of 
King Frederic III. of Denmark; who fent out three veflels, which, it feems, aftually pafled 
through Waygats Streights ; an enterprize that neither Englifli nor Dutch had been able ifl 
former attempts fully to accomplifli. Yet in the bay beyond thofe Streights they found in- 
lurmountablc obftacles from the ice and intenfeiiefs of the cold ; fo that they were obliged to 
return without fuccefs : and fo, probably, will every one who may hereafter attempt what from 
repeated trials has been found fo imprafticable. Yet, even fubfequent to this date, the Hol- 
landers, in their northern voyages, are faid to have again tried for this paffage, but without 
being able to proceed fo far eaftward as was doiie in this Danifli attempt. 

Notwithftanding wdiat we have related concerning the Dutch firft fettling on the Cape of 
Good Hope, under the year 1651, others relate, that it was not till this year that the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, who had before been more accuftomed than other European nations to 
ftop at the Cape of Good Hope in their India voyages, for refrefhments, which tliey purchafed 
of tlK Hottentots for mere trifles, determined to make a fettlemcnt there, 

Voltaire, in his General Hiftory of Europe,, infifts that they, in tliis year, feized on a Por- 
tuguefc fort there ; although it does not clearly appear from other accounts, that tlie Portu- 
guefe ever had either fort or fettlemcnt on that Cape. Yet, as it is frequently convenient, 
and not fcldom abfolutely needful, to ftop at or near that place, it was a very wife meafurc in 
the Dutch Company to fccure a good rcfrelbing place there; Others make their firft fcttlc- 
ment here even to be ftill five years later, viz, 1658. Be this as it may, it is in our days be- 
come not only a confidcrablc fbrtrefs, but, partly by cultivating a friendfliip with the favage 
natives^ and partly by fending thither, many Europeans, as wc have related under the faid 
year 1651, it is grown to be a fine and fruitful colon v, extending a confidcrablc way into the 
country ; which‘produces not only neceflWry refvcflimcnts for their Ihips, but many excellent 
fruits, and alfo fome of the richeft wines in the known world.^ 

1654 In Thurloc’s fecond volume of State Papers, p. 35&, we learn, that, in tlie year 1654, a 
fleet of Englilh merchant ihips failed to Archangel, and with them William Prideaux, Efq; 
who, in his letter to the governor of Archangel, ftilcs himfelf only, Mcflenger of his High- 
nefs the Lord Proteflor tahis Imperial Majcfty, the Czar : wlicreiii he wrote, thatwhere- 

as there hath been adiftance from commerce for fome time by the Englifh. merchants to the 
^ faid port of Archangel ; they are now come thither, with their ftiips laden with goods. So 
it is required of die governor, in the name of the Lord Prote£I.or of the commonwealth of 
“ , England,. Scotland, and Ireland, to know if trade lhall be permitted with freedom ^ and, if 
granted, on what terms.” To which the governor anfwcrs, ‘‘ that the Englifli company 
* ' ^ is. 
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x6j 4 is licenced, by his Imperial Majefty of all Ruffia, to trade in Archangel in all unprohibited 
goods ; they paying the fame cuftom as otlier ftrangers do. And that, as foon as the Eng- 
lifh have done trading at that port, they muft go beyond fea, /. f. home, and not be per- 
** mitted, as anciently, to go up to Mofeow, nor to any other part of Ruflia: but what goods 
lhall be left unfold may cither remain at Archangel or be carried back to England. Mr. 
Bridcaux however is permitted to go to Mofeow, to acquaint his Imperial Majefty with his 
faid commiftlon from the Proteftor.” We need here only to remark, that the Protcftor, 
without doubt, knew before-hand on what terms his meffage and Ihips would be received ; 
and, in order to foften that Czar, he now gives him the title of Emperor; which title how- 
ever has not been legally recognized till our own times. 

In the third volume, p. 50, of the faid State Papers, a letter of intelligence, in this fame 
year, from the Hague, relates, that the Czar had banilhed the EngHlli from Archangel, at 
the requeft of the Lord Culpepper, agent for King Charles : and that the King of Poland, in 
this fame year, h^d fent a minifter to the Proteftor, to inftigate him agaiiift Mufqovy ; infi- 
iiuating, that it would be no hard matter to take Archangel by our fleet. 

Mi*. Prideaux, in his letter, this Lame year, to the Council, complains of the badnefs of 
' trade at Archangel ; partly occalioned by the Ruffians not permitting any foreigners to trade 
up into the country from Archangel, and partly becaufc of the Dutch flilps coming thither, 
vhich kept up the prices of RulTia goods ; and partly alfo by the Czar’s war with Poland. 

In the faid Thurloe’s colleSion of State Papers, we find, in vol. ii. p. 266 and 280, the fa- 
mous Whitelocke, the Englifh ambalTador in Sweden, c6mplaining to that court, that the 
Swedes had feized an Englifli Guinea Company’s fort, on tliat coaft. The Swedes, in excufe, 
alleged, that it was only a little lodge, with two chambers : and they Infilled on a prior grant 
thereof from the Prince of that part of the country. Whatever might be the iffbe of this 
trifling matter, it Is plain, that Sweden, at this time, had fome trade to the coalhof Guinea, 
although they at prefen t have no fettlement any where without the Baltic Sea. 

The war between the two republics of England and Holland vas carried on in fuch a man- 
ner as rendered it abfolutcly impoflible for either nation to hold it out much longer, without 
reducing one of the two parties to an abfolute fubjeftion to the other. It was fo extremely 
vilibic that England had the fuperiority, that Dc Witt himfelf, though a foe toThe Eugliih 
name, in his Intereft of Holland, p. 314, declares the great fuperiority of the Englilh in 
flrcngth of fhipping, (for it was merely a naval war,) and that they were now become mailers 
of the fca. Not only men and money muft foon have been wanting, but one would think 
that Ihip timber itfclf fhould foon have failed for fupplying the lofs of fo many large fliips ; 
lince, belide the many ftiips of war deftroyed, the Hollanders had loft feven hundred merchan.t 
fhips in the two years war of 1652 and 1653. Neceffity therefore compelled them to fend am- 
bafladors to the Proteftor, Cromwell, to fue for peace, and to accept of fuch terms as he 
thought fit to grant. 

This peace was concluded on the fifth of April, 1654-: by which mutual fricndfliip and 
commerce were re-cftablifiied between them. The moll remarkable commercial articles 
whereof were in fubftance as follows, viz. 

That the fhips of the Dutch, as well fhips of war as others, meeting any of thc^ihlps of 
war of ihe Englilh commonwealth in the Britilh fcas, lhall ftrike their flag, and lower their 
topfail ; in fuch manner as hath ever been at any ximQ heretofore prailifed under any former 

government.” 

3 


This. 
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3654 Tliis \fras the firft inftance of England’s eftablifliing the right of the flag, by a formal 
treaty : but, fufpcfifcing that the Dutch might fcruplc to pay the fame honour to a common- 
wealth as had before been paid to their Kings, the Englilh republic now determined to make 
an exprefs article for it. 

“ The States General fhall fee juftlce done on the authors and abettors of the barbarous 
“ murders committed on the Engliflx at Amboyna, in the year 1622-3, if any of them be 
yet alive.” 

In Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. ii. p. 592, there is a letter of intelligence frotn the Hague, 
dated September, 1654, fignifylng, that, by a fubfequent treaty, the Dutch envoys had ad- 
jufted with the Proteflor all the differences between the two nations about Eall India con- 
cerns ; the Dutch agreeing to pay eiglity-fivc thoufand pounds, and to reftore the ifland of 
Poleron to tlic Englilh Company; alfo three thoufand fix hundred and twenty-five pounds for 
the reprefentatives of the fufferers in the bufinefs of Amboyna; which was very acceptable to 
the Dutch, as their ambafladors wrote, more efpecially as to that of Amboyna, which had car- 
ried fo ill a face. Thcfe two funis were to be paid in January and March following. 

And in vol. iii. ibid, we find the faid eighty- five thoufand pounds was aftually lodged in the 
hands of Sir Thomas Viner and Alderman Riccard, until the other mutual claims of both 
Companies fhould be adjufted, for which end the Proteftor had now appointed commiffioners; 
as we fliall prcfently fee. 

“ Certain Englilh lliips and goods having, by the influence of the Dutch, been fei/.ed and 
detained within the dominions of Denmark, fince May 1652; the States General oblige 
** themfelves to make reftitution to the proprietors, with damages, &c. for detention. And 
“ two arbitrators from each commonwcaltli were to meet in Goldfmith’s-hall at London, and 
“ to take an oath, to proceed, without refped or relation had to either Hate, or to any par- 
“ ticular intcreft whatever, for the adjuftii^ent of this matter : and, unlefs they agree upon 
“ fentence before the firft of Auguft 1654, the aforefaid arbitrators fliall from that day be 
fliut up in a chamber by themfelves, without fire, candle, meat, drink, or any other re- 
“ frclhment, till fuch time as they fliall come to an agreement concerning the matters referred 
“ to them.” 

This is, perliSps, the moft fingular flipulation that was ever made between two independent 
nations. The award was, that the States General fliould pay in London, for the ufe of the 
aggrieved perfons, nincty-feven thoufand nine hundred and feventy-three pounds and ten- 
pence fterling. 'Vide vol. iii. p. 112, &c. of the General Collcdtion of Treaties, in four 
Tolumes, ofiavo, fecond edition, publilhed in the year 1732. 

In cafe the commiflioners to be appointed, by both republics, to meet at London, for ad- 
jufting .all damages and injuries which either n.ation may allege to have fuftained from the 
“ other, fince the year 1611 to the eighteenth of May 1652, as well m the Eaft Indies as in 
“ Greenland, Mufeovy, Brafil, &c. do not, within three months after their firft meeting to- 
“ gether, come to an agreement, then their differences are hereby fubniitted to the arbitration 
of the Proteftant Cantons of Switzerland, who lhall appoint like commiflioners, to give 
■** final judgment within fix months following : which judgment fliall bind both parties.” 

Bcfide thcfe there was a fccret article, whereby the States proniifcd Cromwell, the Proteftor, 
«iot to chufe the Prince of Orange for their Stadtholder, nor Captain General. 

At the fame time, the Englifh Eaft India Company exhibited at large all their claims for 
dia'mages fuftained in India by tlie Dutch Company, from the year 16 ii to 1652, amounting 
Vol. IL 3 ^ 
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1654 to fo vaft afuvn tvvo-millions fix hundred and ninety-five thoufand nine hundred and ninety 
pounds fifteen Ihillings — Principal, llerling money : and the intereft, fay they, if computed 
to this time, will amount to a far greater fum : even cxelufivc of the iilands of Poleron and 
Lantore. 

'J'his vaft fum is made up of feventeen articles of damages and lofles, which, the Englifli 
Company aMcged to have fuftained from the frauds and violences ot the Dutch Company, in 
the Molucca ifles, at Jacatra, Bantam, Polcron, Lantore, Pcifia, Surat, Sumatra, aiid the 
Cape of Good Hope. Where oLlcrvc, that our Company, fay they, in the seign of King 
James I.” but they narric not tlic year, took pofiellion of thofe lands at that Cape, and 
caufed a rampart to be caft up, called James’s Mount, on which they planted the Englifii 
colours. And they therefore now demanded, that the inheritance of thofe territories might 
‘‘ always remain in the power of the Englifh ; and that they may be free to colonize and for- 
‘‘ tify there, and to trade tlicnce at pleafure.” 

Tliefe fevcntccn articles of claim may be feen at large in the Collcdion of Treaties of Peace 
and Commerce, in four volumes, oSavo, printed in the year 1732; on which therefore wc 
fhall not be more particular in tills place. 

On the other fide, the Dutch Eaft India Company exhibited, by way of counter demand, 
eleven articles ; “ for expellees by them contiihuted beyond their quota, by rcafon of a defi- 
“ ciency on our Company’s part, during feventeen years. — The Englilh Company’s half of 
** the cxpeucc of defending Fort Guclclres in Pollicatc, and at the fiegd of Bantam. — 'riiclr 
one-third of the fiims laid out in the Moluccas, Amboyna, and Banda, after February 1622^ 
‘‘ when the Englilh left off paying their quota in thofe parts. fc./" This was a moft impu- 
dent demand ; when it was known, that, in the faid year 1622, the Dutch Company had com- 
p’.eated the expulfion of the Eiiglifli Company from all thofe iilands : and yet this lame inodcft 
demand was for no Icfs thai> five hundred and ten thoufand pounds flcrling.. “ For the Dutch 
Company’s lofs by the feizing and detaining three of their Ihips at Portimouth, bound to 
• “ S^irat. For their half fiiare of the lofs of the pepper trade at Bantam for fix years, computed 
to be as great as that of the Englilh, demanded in their bcforc-i\amcd articles,” viz. fix 
hundred thoufand pounds flcrling. “ For the extra charges of the Dutch Company for con- 
“ voys for the merchant fliips returning from India by the north leas, lor twenty years ; and 
“ for wages extraordinary for the Tailors. For provifions lent to the Englilh Companv. For 
wages of the Company’s feveral Ihips and pinnaces, ai>d the coft of others employed in the 
“ fervice of the joint trade, &c.” 

And, in fine, the Dutch Company determining to out-do the demands of the Englifli Com- 
pany, firft exhibited, they made the whole amount to no lefs than two millions nipe himdicd 
and eighteen thqufand fix hundred and eleven pounds three lliillings and fix-pence flcrling. 

Thus the two Companies made demands on each others more like mighty potentates ihaii 
private focicties of merchants : yet we are not to be furprized thereat, wlicn we confidcr their 
imraenfe trade to and from India and Perfia ; and that the feveral fpices of thofe days were in 
much greater requeft than they are in our time. It is, however, more than probable, tlrat both 
Companies pretenfions were exaggerated, although, by the ilfue, . it appears that thofe of the 
Dutch were much more fo than the Englilh. So their vouchers and documents were referred 
to four commilTioncrs, appointed by each Company ; who, without doubt, found it difficult 
enough to adjuft fuch intricate accounts ajid demands to the mutual fatisfaftion of their con- 
ftituents. 
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1^654 The confequent award is dated the thirtieth of Auguft, 1654, as in the third volume of the 
before -quoted Colleftioii of Treaties, not only by virtue of powers from their refpeftive Com- 
panies, but likewife by the authority of the Proteftor and of the States General; being in 
fubftance, 

That, being defirous to reconcile and rc-eftablifli a perpetual agreement between the two 
Companies, they have decided and determined as follows,, viz. 

“ I* We hereby make void, cxtinguifli, obliterate, and altogether wipe out, and commit 
to oblivion, fo as never to be revived at any time, and upon any pretence, by any pcrfoii 
wdiatever, all the complaints, pretenlions, and controverlies above-mentioned; and all 
“ others whatfoever which either Company may have made on each other, of what kind fo- 
ever they may be. 

II. W>decree, that the Dutch Eaft India Company fliall rcftorc to the Engllfli Eaft In- 
dia Company the Iflc of Poleron, in the ftate it is now im 

“ 111 . We decree and ordain, that the Dutch Company lliall pay t» the faid Englilh Com- 
pany, here in London, eighty-five tlioufand pounds' ilcrling. 

IV. As to the complaints and demands made in the nanle of fome private Englifhme]i, 
who complain of having received injuryand damage at Amboyna, in the year 1622-3,’’ 
Kngiilh Company’s damage by violences committed then and there, being given up or com- 
peniated by the preceding articles, after having heard and confidcrcd the matters which 
have been alleged and exhibited by the above-mentioned deputies of the Dutcli Companv, 
in their own defence; and we being defirous, that no relifls of complaint fiiould remain, 
“ do, by virtue of tlie full powers and authoiity aforefaid, appoint and ordain, that all com- 
“ plaint, aftion, and damage of the Englifli whomfoever, whether public or private, on the 
Icorc of any injury or damage which they pretend to have fulFered at Amboyna, in the 
‘‘ year 1622, of the Engiiih fcilc, and 1623, new flilc, may be made void, terminated, and 
“ committed to oblivion. And that no petfon lhall enter any aftion on that account, nor 
molcft, dlfturb, or vex the faid Dutch Company, nor any Dutchmen on that pretext. 
And, on the other hand, we alfo declare and ordain, that the faid Dutch Company fiial I 
pay here at London, before the lirfl of January next, the fum of three thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty-five pounds fterling, viz. to the nephew and adminillrator of the cflefts of 
Gabriel Towerfon, late of Amboyna, dcccafcd, feven hundred pounds : and in like man- 
ncr to the representatives of the other fulFcrcrs in the then cruel maffiicre and tortures at 
Amboyna, various clnTerent fums, to make up the faid fum total of three thoufand fix hun- 
dred and twenty-five pounds. And on this confidciation we infill that their actions or fuits 
“ be altogether fet afide, and cancelled, fo as never to be revived hereafter by any perfon 
wdiomfoevcr. 

“ In witnefs whereof we have fubfcrlbed thefe prefents, and fcalcd them with our fcals, the 
“ thirtieth of Auguft, EngUfli ftile, 1654. 

‘‘ John Exton, &c. (L. S.) 

Andrian Van Aelmonde, &c. (L. S.)” 

Upon this famous award, very little by way of remark is neceffary. Certainly Cromwell 
had the Dutdi at this time very much in his power: yet, on the other hand, it is equally 
certain, that the Dutch Eaft India Company had committed many outrages on the Englifh 
Company, to their very great damage, by which they had brought our faid Coiripany into 
very low circumftanccs. 
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1654 It is moreover but too evident, that, even fuppofing the fa£ls alleged againft the Englilh at 
Amboyna had been all clearly made out, yet the barbarities and cruelties committed there 
againft them by the Dutch were abfolutely injuftifiable in the higheft degree. But as the bufi- 
nefs of Amboy na has been fo frequently pnd unrealbnably brought on the ftage againft the 
whole Dutch nation, it is but reafonable it fhould be hereafter buried in oblivion. 

Jfi t)iis faijje year 1654, ajiaft of the Proteftor’s Parliament limited the number of hackney 
coaches within the cities of London and Weftmiiiftcr, and fix miles round the late lines of 
communication, to three hundred, and to fix hundred hackney coach horfes : the government 
and regulation of them, with refpeft to their flands, rates, ftc. to be in the Court of Alder- 
men of London. Every fuch coach to pay twenty Ihillings yearly, for defraying tlie expence 
of regulating of them. 

The fame year Cromwell and his Pairliament, confidering how incongruous it was, that 
vaflalage and fervile fuperiorities fhould remain in one part of the fame republic, whilft free- 
dom, w’ealth, and* commerce were fo much boafted of in the other part of it, enabled, the total 
abolition thereof in Scotland. 

Had this regulation been confirmed by a legal Parliament after the reftoration, and a law 
had been made for obliging landlords to grant, and for enabling tenants to take, by certain 
encouragements, long Icafes of their farms, that country would long before now have worn 
a more favourable afpcift. But, at the reftoration of King Charles riie Second, fome evil- 
minded perfons about the King poflefled him with a notion, that the faid fuperiorities, &c, 
W'cre far from being a grievance to the crown, who might, by means of a few penfions, fuc- 
cefsfully make ufe of the vaflal clans for keeping the reft of Scotland in fubjedion ; in which 
they were far from being greatly miftaken. 

Cromwell now concluded a treaty of peace and alliance, vol. iii. p. 97, &c. of the General 
Colledion of Treaties, with King John IV. of Portugal; wherein were feveral articles ad- 
vantageous to the trade of England, bofli with refpeft to England’s freely trading to Bvafil, 
&c. in a greater degree than fince that period. The manner and times of unlading their car- 
goes, and of difpofing thereof, as well as of their purchafing and lading of their homeward 
bound cargoes, as alfo for their freedom from troubles and Ioffes upon account of the inqui- 
fition there. The freedom alfo for the Englifti to trade to the Portuguefe colonies in India ; 
and the fecurity of the goods of the Englifti dying in Portugal. Which, being in part con- 
firmed by fubfequent and more legal treaties, it is not neceffary for its, at this time, to enlarge 
thereon. 

In this fame year 1654, Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace and commerce with Den- 
mark : by which England was to be favoured as much in the cuftoms, tolls, &c. as were the 
Hollanders, or any other nation, Sweden only excepted; who at this time paid no toll in 
paffing the Sound. Neither were the Englifti fliips, failing up the Elbe to Hamburg, to pay 
an^ toll or cuftom, nor to be fcarched or flopped at Gluckftadt, nor at any other fort or place 
on the Elbe belonging to Denmark. Vide vol. iii. p. 136, &c. of the General Collcflion of 
Treaties, in oftavo, fecond edition, 1732. 

Although England, long before this time, had been in pofleffion of the greateft woollen ma- 
nufafturc of any nation whatever, and aftually made the very fineft cloth as well as fluffs, &c. 
yet fuch was the induftry and application of the Hollanders, that they had flill the credit of 
dying and drefllng our fine cloths better than our people could as yet do. Our fine white 
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1654 cloths were therefore, for the moft part, ftill fent over to Holland, for that purpofe, and re* 
turned back to England dyed and dreflTed. 

This circutnftance accounts for an aflertion in an ingenious and judicious pamphlet, pub-^ 
lifhed in the year 1694, p. 5 and 6, entitled, The Intereft of England confidcred, viz, “ that, 
not above forty years before, our nobility and gentry were furnifhed from Holland with 
“ the fineft cloth.” Yet, foon after, our dyers and cloth dreflers got the better of this defeft; 
although the Dutch fcarlets and blacks are (aid by fome to retain a fuperior credit even to 
this day. 

In this fame year fome of Cromwell’s (hips reduced the forts in Nova Scotia, in the bay of 
Fundy, &c, which in his treaty with France, in the following year, he could not be brought 
to reftorc. Yet, upon a remonftrance to him from Monfieur de la Tour, of the Houfe of 
Bouillon, fetting forth, that he had before made a purcliafe of Nova Scotia from the Earl of 
Sterling, Cromwell confented to its being given up to him. 

In our times, fuch bargains of a fubjeft to alienate to one of another nation any fuch con- 
fidcrable part of the crown’s territory would not be deemed legal : but that country’s great 
importance was not well iinderftood till long after this time. Morifieur de la Tour, however, 
foon after fold Nova Scotia to Sir Thomas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor of 
it till the reftoration of King Charles II. 

In the fame year Cromwell, the Englifli Proteftor, concluded, at Upfal, a treaty of peace 
with Chriftina, the famous Queen of Sweden r which, relating folely to the general freedom 
of commerce and navigation on both fides, requires no particular recital. Vide vol. iii. p. 89 
to 97, of the General Colleftion of Treaties, in four volumes, oftavo, fecond edition, pub- 
lifhed in the year 173?. 

Probably by or about this time Sunderland began to be a town of fome confideration ; al- 
though in Camden’s time, in the year 1607, it was not of Confcquencc enough to be taken 
notice of by him in his Britannia. Bilhop Gibfon, in his Englilh edition of Camden, pub- 
liflied in 1695, fays, that Sunderland was then a haiidfome, populous town, on the fouth- 
** era bank of the river Were, in the bifiiopric of Durham, built fiiicc Camden’s time, and 
very much enriched by the coal trade. Were the harbour,” fays the Bifhop, “ deep 
enough to receive flrips of the fame burden as the river Tyne can do, it would be no fmall 
detriment to Newcaftlc.” 

In this fame year the Englifli Proteftor, Cromwell, for the fupport of his own peculiar in- 
tereft, though much againft the true intereft of England, now joined vvith France in a war 
againft Spain, which by this time had been already too much depreired. Which ill-advifed 
war occafioned large feizurcs of our cfFefts in Spain, with great Ioffes at fca, and interrupted 
our profitable commerce witli that country, — thereby alfo enabling the wifer Hollanders to get 
furer footing in the Spanifh trade ; — and being the caufc alfo of introducing into England a 
rclifh for French frippery, and, which was worft of all, deftroying ftill more, in favour of 
France, th^uft equilibrium of power in Europe. 

About the middle of this feventeenth century there were various bloody engagements on 
the feas between the Venetians and the Turks. Yet although the former were generally vic- 
tors on that element, the latter, neverthclefs, continued to get ground on the former at land, 
as in Candia, &c. The Turks alfo gained ground of the Houfe of Auftria on the fide of 
Hungary, as they did affo on the fide of Poland. 


Ill 
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In this fame remarkable year, after the Dutch Weft India Company had gradually loft all 
jheir omcr ftrong holds in Brafil, their capital fort and port of the Receif was taken from 
them by the Portuguefc ; by which capture, after thirty years pofleffion of a great part of that 
country, they were now, quite expelled.from it ; and the faid Dutch Weft India Company re- 
ceived an irrecoverable blow. Yet this fame lofs bringing on a war between thofe two na- 
tions, tilltlie year 1661, the Dutoli Eaft India Company’s fuccefles againft the Portuguefe in 
India more tlian countervailed the other Company’s Ioffes : they having, defpoiled the Portu- 
guefe of almoft all their valuable poffeffions in India. By thofe truly royal conquefts in Brafd, 
Angola, St. Thomas, &c. which the States and the Prince of Orange perfuaded the faid Weft 
India Company to undertake, the greateft part of their capital was exhaufted ; they having 
fpent thereon in all one hundred and fixty-eight millions, of guilders, or about futeen mil- 
lions fterling. Yet their remaining conquefts on the Guinea coaft have proved of infinite be- 
nefit to the Dutch commerce, aiid would be ftill more fo were their colonies in America more 
confiderablc. ^ 

By the erefling of this exclufivc Weft India Company, liiys Dc Witt, in his Intereft of 
Holland, we have quite loft our open trade to Guinea, and that of fait in the Weft Indies. 

• In another place he obferves, “ that whilft the Hollanders were at war vyith Spain, the eredtion 
“ of their Eaft India and Weft India Companies was a ncceffary evil ; becaufc our people,” 
fays he, part. i. chap, ly, “ would be trading to fuch countries where our enemies were too 
“ ftrong for particular adventurers, in order to lay the foundation of thofe trades by powerful 
“ .armed focicties. But thofe trades being now well fettled, it may be juftly doubted, whether 
“ the faid Companies ought any longer to be continued.” In Niewhoff’s fccond volume of 
Voyages, it is afferted, that when the Dutch, in the year 1660, by treaty, yielded up allBialil 
to Portugal, the Dutch were to be paid eight million of guilders, and alfo to be allowed a free 
tr.adc to Portugal, Guinea, and Brafil, paying only the fame cuftom as the native Portuguefe ; 
but this treaty is not now in force, and perhaps never exifted with all thofe advantages. 

In this year died the very learned John Seldcn, Efq; a great antiquarian and civilian, author 
of the book entitled, Marc Claufum, which we have already fufficiently noticed. 

In the fiimc year a number of perfons of diftinflion in London feemed carneftly to fet about 
the herring filhery : and, for their eiiccuragcinent, the Englilh commonwealth granted them 
an exemption from the duties on fait and on naval ftorcs, to be ufed in their fiiid filhciy. 
Colleftions were likewife made at London, and other parts, towards the crefting of wharfs, 
docks, and ftprehoufes ; and for the purchafing of ground for . the making and tanning of their 
nets. Yet this attempt proved unfuccefsful. 

In Thurloe’s fccond volume, p. 64, of State Papers, wc have an efti- , 
mate from the coramiffioners of the Engliflt Admiralty Boar.d of the whole 
charge of the navy, for that winter and the fummer enfuing, viz. i. 850,610 

2. For the additional expcncc of the fea ordnance. - - 63,208 

3. And if Admiral Blake’s and Admiral Penn’s fhips, &c. arc to be kept 

.up till the firft of OAober, it will coft further - - 108,919 

4. For theprovifious of one thoufand additional mcii . - 26,000 

Total, j,048,737 

»>'■ nil 
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III the faid third volume, p. 8o, of Thorloe’s State Papers, we have a letter of intelligence 
from the Hague, dated the fifteenth of January, 1654-5, purporting, 

That the merchants of Amfterdam had advice, that the Lord, Pro te£lor will diffolve the 
Eaft India Company at London, and will declare the navigation and commerce to the la- 
dies to be free and open; which dotli caufc great jealoufy at Amfterdam, as a thing that 
** will very much prejudice the Eaft India Company in Holland.” 

This it feems was aftually done about this time, but, the damage occafioned by this mcafurc 
to that trade obliged the Proteftor to rc-inflate that Company, as we fhall fee, three years alter 
this time. 

In the ninth edition of Piiffcndorf’s Introdiuftion to the Hiftory of Europe, we find tlio 
Hollanders, who had fo great a lharc of commerce in the countries bordering on the Baltic 
Shores, frequently interpofing in the quarrels between the northern crowns ; the conftant aim 
of the Dutch republic being wifely to preferve an equilibrium between thofc northern poten- 
tates, as the heft means to fupport the freedom of their great commerce to thofe countries. 
Paiticularly, fays that author, “ in the year 1655, the Dutch growing jealous of the great 
‘‘ fuccefs of tlic Swedes againft Poland, left they Ihould, in the end, become mailers of Pi ulfia, 
they ftirred up the King of Denmark, Frederick HI. againft them.” But the Danes being 
worfted in this war, the Hollanders fent a fleet firft to the alTiftance of the city of Dant/jc, in- 
fulted by the Svvedilh fleet, and next to relieve Copenhagen, befieged by the Swedilli fleer, 
with which the Dutch had a fea fight, wherein they loft two Admirals, but gained their main 
point of ralfing the ficgc of Copenliagen. Tl>c Dutch alfo were aflifting to the Danes, in the 
“ following year, in a fca fight againft: Sweden near the .Sound; which, in the end, brought 
** about a peace between thofe two kingdoms-.” 

It is undoubtedly tlie intcreft of all Europe, but more efpecblly of the free commercial ftates 
of it, that a juft balance be preferved between the faid northern potentates ; fo as no one of 
them be permitted to fwallow up, or even to be greatly luperior to the reft. 

Wc find by the author of a book, entitled, England’s Grievance clifeovered in Relation to 
the Coal Trade, publilhcd in the year 1655, already quoted under the years 1637 and 1638, 
that, fo early as this year 1655, coals from Ncvvcaftle were ufually fold at above twenty lail- 
lings the chaldron. Tlie fcope of this author was, “ that the coal owners of Northumber- 

land and of the Bilhopric of Durham might have liberty to lell their coals dircftly to the 

mafters of fhips ; and for a free market at Shields, with leave to lay ballall there, whereby,” 
fays he, “ coals would be brought down to twenty ftiillings the chaldron all the year round ; 
“ whereas now the owners of the colleries mull fiift fell their coals to the magillratcs of 
** Ncwcaftlc, — the magiftrates to tlie mailers of Ihips, — the mafters of fliips to the London 

‘‘ wharfingers, — and thefe laft to the venders : every change of the property enhancing the 

price of the coals. 

“ By having a free market at Shields,” our author alleges, “ that provifions would be had 
clicaper for tjic multitude of (hipping, being above nine hundred fail; and alfo for the in- 
‘‘ habitants there : and that coals being bought direftly from the firft hand, there might be as 
“ many more voyages,” to London, “ in a year as now they make. 1 hat there arc ac- 
“ counted at Ncwcaftlc three hundred and twenty keels, or lighters, each of which carries 
yearly eight hundred chaldrons of coals, Ncwcaftlc meafure, on board th (hips ; and 
** that one hundred and thirty-fix chaldrons of Newcaftle meafure is equal to two hundred 
^ and feventecn chaldrons of London meafure.” 

t 'lo 
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1655 To jyhat this author fo plaufibly alleges we need only to add, that the enhanced price of 
coals lince bis time is really become a great burthen to our commercial and manufaduring 
people, and to all the induftrious poor in and near London ; and that it would be doing very 
great fervicc to trade, if a method could.be found out for reducing it ; and even for fixing 
coals to a ftandard price, if poffible, which, with certain neceflary regulations therein, fome 
have been ofivopinion might be effefted, at leaft in peaceable times. It feems indeed worthy 
the conficlcratiou of our Icgiflature, that two millions, at lead, of people Ihould no longer 
have fo grievous a monopoly lying upon them, and on commerce, merely for the aggrandizing 
of a few families. 

While Cromwell was deliberating on the different propofals of France and Spain, to gain 
him to their fide, fays the author of his life, publilhcd in the year 1741, one Gage, who had 
been a Romilh pried, hut now was become a Protedant, returned from the Spanilli Wed In- 
dies, where he had refided many years ; and gave the Proteftor fo particular an account of the 
wealth as well as feeble date of the Spaniards in thefe parts, {ts induced liiin to determine on 
an attempt to conquer both the ifianda of Hifpaniola and Cuba; as his fuccefs tiiercin, ac- 
, cording to Gage, would make the red of Spanifli America an eafy conqued ; and as moreover, 
one Simon dc Caffci cs, a Spaniard, had alfo been con diked in It. 

In confcqucncc of this determination Vice Admiral Penn was. In this year 1655, fent 
out wuth thirty fifips of war and about four thoufand land forces : but neiihcr France nor 
Spain could penetrate into its dedination. — The troops landed on Hifpaniola, near St. Do- 
mingo, but in a bad part of the ifland, and, marching without proper guides through thick 
woods, See. fix hundred of oik men were flain by the Spaniards, with Major General Holmes : 
whereupon they embarked wnth the remainder, and failed for Jamaica ; “ a place,’’ as Colo- 
nel Modyford writes, from Barbadoes, in Thurfoe, vol, iii. p. 565, far more proper for our 

purpofes, by fituation, than either Hifpaniola or Porto Rico, — far more convenient for at- 
“ tempts on the Spanifli fleets, and more efpccially for the Carthagena fleet.” 

Ci oimvcITs intention does not appear to have been abfolutely fixed to any particular place 
in tlic Wed Indies ; his indruftion to General Venables being merely difcrctionary. It was 
even left to his judgment whether to attempt Carthagena, the Havannah, or Porto Rico, or 
fettle on fome part of the terra firma, to tht wdndward of Carthagena. They arrived, how- 
ever, at Jamaica, on, the third of May 1656, and marched dircftly to its capital, St. [ago, 
from whence the Spaniards fled to the mountains and other inaccefliblc places, with their bed 
effefts. — And, after fome time, retired to the ifland of Cuba, leaving behind them their ne- 
groes and mulatocs in the woods, for harraffmg the Englifli, until they flionld return and re - 
lieve them ; but the Englifli at Jamaica being recruited with fliips and troops from England, 
<hc Spaniards, after fcveral conflifts, were obliged to abandon Jamaica to the Englifli. When 
this Conqued w*as fird undertaken, the Spaniards at Jamaica did not exceed one thoufand five 
hundred perfons in number, with abo'Ut as many negroes. Columbus, in the year 1494, 
found it a pleafant and populous ifland ; but the Spaniards arc faid, even by their own au- 
thors, to have put to death no lefs a number than fixty thoufand of the natives of that 
ifland, and had continued to rooFout the remainder of the natives before the Englifli had con- 
quered it. 

In Thurloe’’8 State Papers, vol. iv. p. 62 — 3, we find, Ithat Simon dc Caffcrcs, a Spaniard, 
already-mentioned, laid before the Proicftor the following feheme, in the year 1655, viz. 

a That 
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1655 That with four men of war only, and four fhips with provilions, ammunidon, and one 
thoufand foldiers, to fail into the South Seas, round Cape Horn, and fo palling by Baldivia, 
in Chili, from which port the Spaniards had long before been driven, the faid kingdom of 
** Chili might be conquered from Spain : our people to rendezvous at the ifle of La Mocha, 
where they might viftual and water, as there were none but Indians there ; and as Chili 
“ abounds more with gold than any other part of America, as well as with provilions and a 
“ wholefome climate : as, moreover, the Chilians are the moft warlike of any American 
“ people^ and, being mortal foes to the Spaniards, by reafon of their former cruelties, they 
pi'obably would gladly fide with any people inclinable to drive the Spaniards quite out of 
their country. — That, if this projeft Hiould fucceed, it would diftrefs Spain in the moll 
“ fcnfiblc and leall guarded part.— That the Ihips of war above-mentioned would ferve to 
“ feize on the Spanilh treafure, going annually from Chili to Africa, and thence by Lima 
“ and Guayaquil to Panama, and fo over land to Porto Bello, in the Weft Indies ; as well, 
“ as to feize on the two yearly rich Acapulco lliips. — Cafferes, for tl^fe purpofes, undertook 
“ to engage in Holland fome of thofe who went into Brouwer’s expedition againft Baldivia.’* 
Neverthclefs, this, like all our former propofed expeditions into the South Seas, was not 
found likely to anfwer, — partly on account of the great dangers in a moft tempeftuous ocean, 
the inconftancy of the climate when there, and the almoft infiiperable difficulties which would 
be occafioned by our being quite out of the reach of friendly ports. 

In the faid fourth volume of State Papers, p. 177, Cromwell appoints his fon Richard, 
with many lords of his council, judges, and gentlemen, and about twenty merchants of Lon- 
don, York, Newcaftlc, Yarmouth, Dover, &c. “ to meet and confider by what means the 
“ traffic and navigation of the republic might be beft promoted and regulated, and to report, 
“ &c.** 


On this occafion, we cannot forbear mentioning a fevere remark of the Dutch, which has 
too often been verified by experience ; it is from the firft volume of Thurloe, p. 498, in a let- 
ter of intelligence from the Hague, in the year 1653, viz. “ A committee for trade was fomc- 
“ time fince erefted in England, which we then feared would have proved very prejudicial to 
“ our ftate ; but we are glad to fee that it was only nominaL So that we hope in time, thofe 
“ of London will forget that ever they were merchants.” 

In the faid fourth volume, p. 599, of Thurloe’s State Papers, we learn, that the Swedifh 
Refident in Holland, did, in this year 1655, reprefent, “ That the Commiffioners of the 
“ Dutch Weft India Company in New Nethcrland,” now New York, “ did, in this fummer, 
“ aftault the Swedilh colony there by force of arms, took their forts, drove away the inhabi- 
“ tants, and wholly difpofleffed the Swedifli Company of their diftrift ; althoxxgh it be true, 
and without difpute, tliat they” (the Swedes) ” did acquire that fort by the jufleft tide,” 
(Optimo titulo juris) “ and did buy it of the natives ; and, in confequence, have had poflelfion 
“ of it fevcjral years, without that the Dutch Weft India Company ever before pretended any 
“ right thereto. Wherefore, the faid Refident, in his Maftcr’s name, demands, that the 
Swedilh Company may have it reftored to them, &c.” We may, .on this occafion, obferve, 
that although tlic Dutch never effcQually reftored to the SwcdcS the country they had now 
feized on ; yet, even in our days, we find many families in the province of New York, who 
arc defeended from the Swedes formerly fettled there. 

In Thurloe’s faid State Paper, (vol. iii. p. 497, for they are not always placed in exa£l chro- 
nological order) amongft Cromwell’s inftruftions in this year 1655, for the council of Soot- 
'V.OL, XL 3 X land. 



4;^4 historical and chronological deduction 

A l>. 

1655 land, we find the following very good one, viz, That in regard there be a great many hof- 
“ pitals and other mortifications (mortmains) in Scotland, you arc therefore to take fpccial 
notice and confideration of the fame, and fee them particularly employed for the benefit of 
‘‘ the poor,- and other pious ufes, for which they were firft appointed .'—and to obey every other 
‘‘ thing for the relief of the poor in the fcveral parifhes, that fo none go a begging, to the 
fcandal of the Chriftian profeflion : but each parifh to maintain its own poor.” ^ > 

In the fai<rthird volume of Thurloe, under the year 1655, we have a letter of intelligence 
from the Hague, importing, that the States of Holland had this year reduced^he intcreft of 
money due by them, from five to four per cent, whereby they faved one million four hundred 
thouliind guilders per annum. And Penfionary De Witt, on this very point obferves, (chap. 
\i part 3, p. 466) “ that the zeal of our good rulers an expedient was found, to difeharge 
“ the province of Holland of one hundred and forty millions of guilders, or nearly about four- 
“ teen millions fterling, by reducing the yearly intcreft thereof from five to four per cent, and 
“ employing the yearly advance of it towards difeharging the principal, which hereby will bo 
all paid off in twenty-one years.” 

^ This was probably the firft national finking fund ever fet on foot in all Europe. 

De Witt adds on this fubjeft, that what is to be moft gloried in, is, that although the 
“ greateft part of the regents of Holland had lent a confidcrable part of their eftates to that 
province ; neverthclefs, the confideration of their own profit did not hinder them from cut- 
“ ting off a fifth part of their revenue for the ncccffary fcrvicc of the public.” Here that able 
author was perliaps fomewhat miftaken in his proud boafting; fince, pollibly, thofe felf-dc- 
nying regents could not well tell where to get an higher intcreft for their money cllewhcre, 
had they been inftantly paid off, as was afterwards the parallel cafe of the Pope’s finking fund, 
ill the year 1686, of which in its place, and of the fcvcral branthes of our own national fink- 
ing fund, from 1717, and afterwards. 

In the faid third volume, p. 7i3> of Thurloe’s State Papers, Mr. Prideaux, the Englifli 
Riiflia Company’s Agent at Archangel, fends to Cromwell an account of the value of the ex- 
ports from Archangel, in that fame year 1655, fo far as to the date of his faid letter, Auguft 
15, amounting to fix hundred and fixty thoufand rubles, valuing two rubles then equal to one 
pound fterling, though at this day of a fmallcr value. The principal articles then were, pot- 
aflies, caviare, tallaw, hides, fables, and cable-yarn. The reft were, coarfe linen, bed fea- 
thers, tar, linen-yarn, beef, rhubarb, Perfian lilk, cork, bacon, cordage, Ikins of fquirrels 
and cats, bees-wax, hogs briftlcs, mice and goat-lkins, fwan and geefe down, goofc and duck 
feathers, candles, &c. However, fince the rife of the new city of Petcrlburgh, and that the 
ports of Livonia arc now fubjeft to Ruffia, Archangel’s exports may now poffibly be much 
. Jeflened. 

In this fame year 1655, Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace and commerce, with the mi- 
nifters of King Lewis XIV. of France, a minor. What relates to our principal fubjeft, fol- 
lows, viz.— (voL iii. p. 149, of General Colleftion of Treaties, fccond edition, 1732.) 

Article V. The people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may import into France all 
“ their manufafturcs of wool and fi!k, and may fell them there without forfeiture or penalty. 

—Provided, cloths ill-inade or unfalliionabic be carried back to England, without paying 
“ any duty for the fame. — Provided alfo, that the fubjefts of France may as freely import 
“ into England, and fell their wines and manufadlures of V^ool and lilk: and that the fub- 
, jefts of both contra&ing parties lhall be kindly treated, and enjoy like privileges with other 
foreigners. 


XXIV. ‘‘ Rc- 
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*655 XXIV. “ Relates to prizes taken at fca, on both fides, Cnee the year 1640, the deternii- 
“ nation whereof, if not Cuifhed by commiiConers within Cx months and a fortnight, fliall 

be referred to the arbitration of the republic of Hamburg. 

XXV. “ And whereas the three forts of Pentacoet, St. John, and Port-Royal, lately 
“ taken (by England) in America, ». e. in Nova Scotia, would be reclaimed by the within- 
“ named French Ambaflador ; and that the Commiffioners of his Highnefs,” (the Pro- 
te6ior,) “ would argue, from certain rcafons, that they ought to be detained ; it is 
“ to refer this point likewife to the commiltioners" and arbitrators in the preceding 

“ article.” 

Againft the conclufion of this treaty King Philip JV. of Spain had ftrongly rcmonllratcd by 
two ambalTadors to the Proteftor, (vide vol. iii. p. 146, of General Collcftion of Treaties, 
publilhcd in the year 1732) by Crewing that France had fecrctly fomented all the confpiracics 
againft his life and government ; whilft, on the contrary, Spain had been the firft potentate 
which rccognirxd the Englifh republic: — and his Catholic Majcfty^^ercciving, that the trea- 
ties with Hollandj Denmark, Sweden, and Portugal arc concluded, that witlr France fo for- 
ward, and the treaty with him the only one deferred, at which all mankind arc farprized, tlic 
faid ambafladors had orders to prefs tire concluCon of it.— And that in cafe his Highnefs in- 
clines to recover Calais, Spain will join her forces to thofe of England, both by fea and 
land, for that end. — Provided England will affift the Prince of Conde with Clips and troops to 
land him at Bourdeaux or clfewlrcre, fo as he may have footing in_ France, &c. — Vide faid 
Colleftion. 

But Cromwell’s particular intereft, as before obferVed, outweighed his concern for the true 
i 11 tereft of England : for the fecrct article in the above treaty with France over-balance J all 
other confiderations, viz. France’s engaging that the under-named perfons Ciould not remain 
there beyond forty days after the ratiHcation of the treaty, viz. King Charles II. and his bro- 
thers the Dukes of York and Glouccfter, the Manpis of Ormond, Sir Edward Hyde, and 
■fifteen more lords and gentlemen, therein named. 

Thus did Cardinal Mazarine meanly abandon the Englilh Royal Family and their friends, 
purely to enable France further to weaken Spain, which was already too much enfeebled, and 
the balance of Jiower in Europe tliereby further endangered. Upon this treaty, the King of 
Spain feized on all the effefts of the Englilh merchants in his dominions, to a confidcrablc 
value ; and by this war with Spain the tlollfnders gained a valuable commerce with that coun- 
try, formerly enjoyed by the Englilh. 

In proportion to the gradual declenfion of the power of the SpaniCi monarchy, the French 
monarchy increafed in power, riches, commerce, and territory. France hitherto found it her 
intereft to keep fair with Holland, as well on account of their lliipping, which w'as undoubted- 
ly very great at this time, as for the incredible quantity of French manufaftures and producl 
which the Dutch took ofF and difperfed all over Europe. Bat when Cromwell had now enter- 
ed into clofc meafurcs witli the Cardinal Miniftcr Mazarine, France then began to treat the 
Dutch whh Icfs ceremony, and to cftablilh companies of merchants at home, for the herring, 
cod, and whale fiflieries; and to prevent the importation of whale-fins and train oil by foreign- 
ers. France alfo laid a duty qf fifty fols per ton on all foreign fliips, both coming in and going 
out of her fca ports. 

3X2 
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Thefc and fuch like fyraptoms did but too plainly indicate the' mercantile and political fu- 
periority which France already had over Spain, and that the fcale of the former was likely to 
preponderate Hill further. 

In this fame year 1655, die Jews found means to perfuadc the ProteAor, Cromwell, to re- 
admit them to fettle in England, although the Long Parliament had before refufed it j it be- 
inj:, in thij^ycar, juft three hundred and fixty-five years lince their cxpulfion by King Edward 
the Fiift, ill the eighteenth year of liis reign, in the year 1290. The ProteflroT, it is faid^ 
had been perfuaded by them and tlieir friends,^ that commei’ce, by tlieir rc-adpiffion, would 
be fo far improved as to incrcafe his revenue one hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

On the other hand, the famous William Prynn, Efq; and fcveral others, at this time, pub- 
liflied treaiifcs againft re-admitting the Jews, fhewing the mifehiefs which that unhappy peo- 
ple have occafioned in all countries where they have been tolerated. In their favour, Mci>af- 
feh Ben Ifracl, an eminent Jew, who ftiled himfelf a Divine and a Doftor of Phyfic, addrcll^ 
ed the Proteftor aijd Commonwealth, in this fame year, in the following artful- ftrain : — 

** Our people did, in their own minds, prefage, that the Kingly government being now 
changed into that of a Commonw’calth, the ancient hatred towards them would alfo be 
“ changed into good will ; and that thofe rigorous laws, made under the Kings, againft fo in- 
nocent a people would be happily repealed. So that we hope now for better treatment 
** from your gcntlcnefs and goodnefs ; fince, from the beginning of your government of 
this Commonwealth, your Highnefs hath profeflTed much-refpeft and favour towards us. 
** Wherefore, I humbly intreat your Highnefs that you would, with a gracious eye, have 
regard to us and our petition, and grant unto us, as you have done unto others, the free 
^ exercife of our religion that wc may have our Synagogues, and keep our owrv public 
worfliip, as our brethren do in Italy, Germany, Poland, and many other places ; and wc 
fhall pray for the happinefs and peace of this your much renowned and puilTant Common- 
wealth.’* 

Then he ftiews how other ftates have thought it their intcreft to encourage the Jews in their 
dominions; as, for inftance, the King, of Denmark invited them to fettle at Glackftadt, in 
Holftein — The Duke of Savoy, at Nice — The Duke of Modena, at Reggio. And that, in 
India, the Jews have four Synagogues at Cochin, a fourth part of whom are of a white com- 
plexion, and the other three quarters are tawny. — That in Perfia there are great numbers of' 
Jews, and many of them in great favour at Court. — That in Turkey they are moll numerous, 
many of them living in great ftatc, and in favour with {he Sultan and his Balhaws, there be- 
ing in Conftantinople alone, forty-eight Synagogues; in Salonichi, thirty-fix ; and above 
eighty thoufand Jews in thofe two cities. — That in all the Turkifli dominions, their number 
amounts to many millions of people. Next, he refutes all the accufations againft the Jews, 
and (hews the damage which accrued to Spain and Portugal by bani(hing the Jews out of their 
dominions ; and the great benefit, in point of revenue, to the public, and in refpeft to the in-^ 
creafe of commerce and manufaftures, which would accrue by re-admitting the Jews .-''fo that, 
in conclufion, they were re-admitted, and have remained in England ever fince, though not in 
fuch great numbers as in fomc other parts. 

In this fame year 1655, the republic of Tunis, having nojonly refufed to comply with Ad 
miral Blake’s juft demands in behalf of thcEngliflr commerce, who was then with* a fquadroni 
in the Mediterranean for the purpofe of watching the motions [of the French fleet, but had 
^Ycn treated bis propofals with much infolence and contumely ; wc learn> by that great Ad- 
miral’s 
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1655 niiral’s letter to Secretary Thuribe, in the third volume, p. 390, of his State Papers, that be 
failed with his fquadron into the harbour of Porto-Farino, and burned all tlicir ftiips, being 
nine in number, 'with the lofs of only twenty-five men killed ; and then, having reduced them 
to rcafon, he returned tO'Gagliari, in Sardinia,, whence he dates that letter* Next, he brought 
Algiers and T ripoli to terms of peace. 

In the faid year 1655, the Dutch profecuted their conquefts from the Pbrtuguefe in the 
Eaft Indies, by taking from them the city of Calecut. The next year they take Columbo, the 
Portuguefe capital, in the ifle of Ceylon^ and thereby became matters of the coatts of that 
fruitful ifland, and of the whole cinnamon trade ; as they before were of the nutmegs, mace, 
and cloves ; pepper was now the only fpice that remained unengrofled by them, becaufe it 
grows in too many diftant parts of India to be monopolifed by any one potentate. In 1658, 
the Dutch take Manaar and Jafnapatnam from the Portuguefe. By which, and fimilar con- 
quefts, which it is unneceflary to enlarge on, the Portuguefe foon became confined to their 
fettlements on this fide Cape Comorin. Thus the Hollanders made tJiemfclves ample amends 
for their Weft India Company’s lolTes ar Brafil. 

The old Stadt-houfc at Amfterdam being now become too mean for the grandeur of that 
moft opulent city, the two great commercial companies of the Eaft and Weft Indies, under- 
took to ereft a new one : it was begun in 1648, and compleated m this year 1655 ; and may 
be truly termed the pride and glory of that city and province, being by far the moll noble and 
fuperb ftrufture in all Europe, of that kind; ferving for a Senate-houfe and Bank. Whole 
volumes being publilhed in the defeription of its architeflure and beauty. 

1656 Charles Guftavus, King of Sweden, being now at war with John Cafimir, King of Poland ; 
the States General of the United Provinces being apprehenfivc of the difadvantage of that war 
to the great commerce of their fubjefls in the Baltic, fent thither Admiral Opdam with a fleet, 
which, over-awing both thofe Kings, brought on the treaty of peace at Elbing in Prullia.— 
This conduft of the Dutch was agreeable, as we have before noted, to the general tenor of 
tlicir politics, with regard to their preferving an equilibrium between the potentates bordering 
on the Baltic Ihore^. 

The commerce of Amfterdam was^ by this time, fo much encreafed, that, for the enlarge- 
ment of that city, a great fpace of ground was now incloftd and built on. And the wliole 
city, thus enlarged, was now furrounded with new walls of brick with ftone gates. I’his, it 
is apprehended, is the laft great enlargement of Amfterdam, in refpeft of private buildings ; 
but it received a great addition to the ftrength of its fortifications in the year 1672, when the 


French invaded Holland. 

It is not then a matter of great furprize, if the Grand Penfionary De Witt, in his Book of 
the Intereft of Holland, in the year 1669, obferves, that Amfterdam is a city of greater traf- 
fic, and Holland a richer mcrchandifing country than ever was in the world.---Their fitua- 
** pon for an cafy and quick communication with all the coafts of Friefland, Overyflel, Gucl- 
derland, and North Holland ; their fituation alfo, for receiving the fifticry, and for a repofi- 
** tory for all forts of merchandfzc to be afterwards re-lhipped to all parts of the world, as 
^ demands may offer, and for fetting out ftiips to freight ; arc great advantages. — Then their 
acquiring the whole fpice trade of India, and a great Weft India trade — the whale fiftiery — 
^ the trade in Italian wrought filks, which the Germans were wont to bring by land carriage 
from Italy, until the German wars loft them that trade ; and afterwards their manufaAur- 
ing tjie raw filk thcmfelv<:s— their woollen manufadlure. And, in ftiort,” he obferves, 

“ tliQ 
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J1656 the Hollanders had well nigh beaten all nations, by traffic, out of the feas, anil become the 
only carriers of goods throughout the world.” — Part i. chap. 14. How exultingly was all 
this faid, even by the great and otherwife cool and moderate De Witt ? And, indeed, it is a 
moft Alining pifture of their mercantile greatnefs, long fince in its wane, as we have elfewherc 
obferved. 

•We have alfo, in this fame year, an autlientic ftatc of the naval power, or rather publicnavy 
of the Dut^i, in the fourth volume, p. 732 — 3, o“f Secretary Thurloe’s Colleftion of State 
Papers, in a letter of intelligence from Sluys in Dutch Flanders, to him, in April 1656, im- 
porting, “ that they had then one hundred and one fhips of war in their fcveral ports, includ- 
ing eight fliips with Admiral De Ruyter at Cadiz. — That their lirft-ratc fliips had feventy- 
two, feventy-four, and feventy-fix port-holes — thefccond-ratcs, lixty— and the third-rates, 
“ fifty-two port-holes or guns.” This is an undeniable proof, that fliips of war, in thofc 
days, were confidcrably fliort of our modern floating caftles. Wc arc here alfo to note, that, 
fince the "Dutch, Admirals remonllranccs to their mafters, that in their laft war with Eng- 
land, in the years 1652 and 1653, their fliips were too fmall, they were thereupon built confi- 
dcrably larger. 

In the fame fourth volume of Thurloc’s State Papers, p. 419, there is aflatc of the naval 
ftrcngtli of Spain, in a letter of intelligence, dated in January. It fays, “ That they arc now 
‘‘ preparing at Cadiz for a war againft England. That they have there from fifty to fixty 
fliips of war, thirty gallics, and thirty fire fliips ; but the want of money doth much hinder 
‘‘ and trouble them, which they endeavour to borrow of merchants, &c. to pay when the 
galleons arrive j but if thefe do not fooii arrive, the kingdom will be in a milerablc coii- 
dition.” ^ 

This is a true, but melancholy picture, of the ftate of Spain fo early as at that time ; yet 
Its mi fery gradually incrcafcd till the death of that weakeft of monarchs, King Charles II. in 
the beginning of our prefent century. 

Although Jamaica had been fo eafily won by the Eiiglifli, at this time, yet, on the return 
of the fleet, the Proteflor, provoked at the difafter at Hifpaiiiola, fent both Penn and Vena- 
bles to the Tower. On the other hand, Spain, vcfciiting this attack, declared war againft 
England. Hereupon the brave Englifli Admiral Blake attacked the Spanifli plate fleet near the 
port of Cadiz, and burned or funk all of them, excepting only one, which efcaped, and two 
which were taken, and brought to Portfmoutb, in which were found upwards of two millions 
of dollars. 

Under this fame year, in the fifth volume, p. 81 — 83, of Secretary Thurloe’s State Papers, 
we find, A brief Narrative of England’s Rights to the northern Parts of America; wherein 
it is obferved, “ That the Dutch, under colour of a claufe in their Weft India Company’s 
charter, enabling them to conquer whatever they could in America from enemies,” u c. 
Spain, had fettled in the north part of Virginia,” (as it was then called, but fince named 
New York) ‘‘ that, at fir ft, they called their feitlcmcnt New Virginia, but^ becaufe they 
would make it as much Dutch as they could, they had, but very lately, called it New Ncd- 
“ dcrlandt, and fo named it in all their new maps. It is commonly reported, that, by the 
permiffion of King James L they had granted from him, to their States only, a certain 
ifland, called therefore by uieni Staten, or States Ifland, on that coaft, as a watering place 
for tlieir Weft India fleets.” 
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165& From hence it is natural to conclude, that this fuppofed allowance of that King^ of wliichr 
however, wc can no where find a proper evidence, to water at Staten Ifland, encouraged fo 
adventurous a people to tal.e the liberty of fettling on the neighbouring continent, from 
whence they were not quite expelled till the year 1667, when it was exchanged for the colony 
of-^Surinain. 


In this fame year 1656, the Proteftor and hts Parliament created a new General Poft Office 
for the commonwealth of tlic three kingdoms, on much the fame foundation as th«at of three 
years before, and, in general, on the fame principle 6f" regulation as that In our own days 
fingle letters as far as eighty miles for two pence ; beyond that, three pence ; to Scotland, 
four pence ; and double letters twice as much. Thelp regulations were further legally con- 
firmed at the reftoration of King Charles 11 . 

By an ordinance, in this fame year, of the Proteftor and his Parliament, the retail prices of 
wines were regulated as follows, viz. 

“ No Canary wine, Mufcadcls, Alicants, or other Spanifli wines fhall be fold at above one 
‘‘ ffiilling and fix pence per quart. J^o Gafeoigne or other French wines at above feveii pence 
“ per quart. And no Rhenilli wine at above twelve pence per quart, under the penalty of 
** five pounds.”— Thus we fee that the Spanilh, and all other wines, were fold at a much 
higher price than the beft French wines, until long after this time, that an high duty laid on 
the latter, made them come into the greater efteem bcc^ufc of a greater price. 

Wheat, as per Chronicon Preciofum, was, at this time, at two pounds three fhillings per 
quarter. 

The humour of reftraining the incrcafc of buildings in and near London, on new founda- 
tions, begun by Qiiccn Elizabeth, in the early times of commerce, and continued by the two 
next Englifh Kings, was, in this year, revived by the Proteftor and his Parliament, by their 
aft, cap. xxiv. the preamble of which runs thus : 

‘‘ Whereas, the great and cxceffivc number of houfes, edifices, out-houfes, and cottages, 
erefted and new built in and about the fubutbs of the city of London, is found to be very 
‘‘ mifehievous and inconvenient, and a great annoyance and nuifance to the commonwealth, 
“ &c. Wherefore they now lay a duty of one year’s rent on all houfes and edifices erefted on 
new foundalic^ns in the fuburbs, or within ten miles of the walls of London, fince the year 
1620, not having four acres of freehold land laid to the fame. — And a fine of one hundred 
“ pounds is alfo hereby laid pn all edifices which ll;all, from 1657, be erefted, within the 
“ faid limits, on new foundations, not having four acres laid thereto as aforefaid. Morc- 
over, all houfes within the iaid limits, fliall hereafter be built of brick or ftonc upright, 
“ and without butting or jetting out into the ftreet.” Out of this aft were excepted, 

L The buildings belonging to the feveral city hofpitals. 

IL The Earl of Clare’s new market, now called Clare Market, in Clement’s Inn Fields, 
juft then built. — The ftreets about Lincoln’s Inn Fields, then alfo*^in hand. — Horfleydowii 
Buildings, for the benefit of the poor of St. Olave’s parifii in Southwark. — Bangor Court, in 
Shoe Lane, then about to be built upon the fite of the Bilhop of Bangor’s honfe and garden, 
&c. — And all buildings below Londdn Bridge, and within two furlongs of the river Thames, 
belonging to mariners, Ihip-buildcrs, their wives and widows, and fomc few other places. 

By this aft wc find that C|are Market, in the fields then called Clement’s Inn Fields, was 
but juft finifl\ed ; and it is hereby declared to be a common and free market on every Tuefday, 

Thurf- 
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1656 Thurfday, and Saturday ; but part of Stanhopc-ftrect adjoining, was not yet quite built otlf 
nor were all the buildings adjoining to Lincoln’s Inn Fields as yet finiflicd. 

Hy Scobel’s ColleAion of Ads and Ordinances of Parliament, from 1640 to 1656, we learn, 
that the whole charge of the public in this .year 1656, in England, cap. vi. was fixed at one 
million three hundred thoufand pounds, — viz. one million for the navy and array, and three 
huAdred thqjifand pounds for the fupport of the civil government. No part of which fuin 
was railed by aland tax^ 

And in this fame year 1656, the faid Parliament {cap. iv.) again aboliflied all tenures in ca^ 
pUe by knight’s fervice, and by focage in cluef : they alfo hereby laid afide tlic court of Wards 
and Liveries. 

Alfo, by the faid Parliament, c^p. v. we find, that fakpetre was ftill made in England, It 
dire£ts, “ That none fhall dig within the houfes or lands of any perfon, for the finding of 
“ faltpetrc, without their leave firft obtained ” This aft relating to digging for faltpetrc, re- 
moved a grievancQ which King Charles 1 . impofed on his fubjefts throughout his reign, of en- 
tering and digging for it every where, without alking leave. 

There had been a general treaty of alliance concluded between Cromwell and Queen Chrifti- 
na of Sweden in the year 1654 : but matters relating to commerce and navigation were then 
deferred to a more convenient time.: fo Cromwell’s coramiffioners in this year ligned a treaty 
with the minifters of King Charles Guftavus, of Sweden, wherein what relates to commerce 
is as follows : — Vol. iii. p. 163—175, of the General Collcftion of Treaties, 8vo. 1732. 

Article IX. As to commerce to be carried on in America, it is cxprefsly ^provided by 
law, “ That the fubjefts of no other ftatc or republic befides, fliall be empowered to trade 
♦ there in common, without a fpccial licence : but if any of the King of Sweden’s fubjefts, 
furniflicd with his recommendations, fhall privately folicit fuch licence of the Lord Protec- 
tor to trade to any of thofe” (Englilh) “ colonies, he will, in this refpeft, comply with the 
** defirc of his Swedifli Majefty, as far as the ftate of his affairs will permit. 

X. It fliall be free for the fubjefts of ^Sweden to fifh and catch herrings, &c. in the fcas 
and onthccoafts which are in the dominion of this republic, provided the fhips fo employed 
do not exceed one thoufand in number. — And no charges fhall be demanded” (of thofe 
Swedifli fifhers) ‘‘ by the fhips of war of this republic,— but all fhall be treated courtcoufly, 
and amicably, and fhall be even allowed to dry their nets on the fliore, and to purchafe ne- 
ceffaries there at a fair price.” 

The reft of this treaty relates chiefly to a mutual liberty of hiring fhips of war and troops in 
each other’s country, and againft Sweden’s fuppJying Spain witli naval ftorcs, during Eng- 
land’s war with that crown. 

Upon this treaty, and fomc prior ones, we may here briefly remark, that Cromwell, as well 
as the Rump Parliament, affefted to be as puuftilious and peremptory, in refpeft to their fea 
dominion, or their dominion in the four feas furrounding Great Britain and Ireland, as even 
the moll pofitive and determined of our former Englil]i moiiarchs. 

1657 All that part of Pruflia, lying caft of the Viftul^, which till lately was called Ducal, (in 
contradiftinftion from the other part called Regal or ^<.oyaI, as being iminediately under fub- 
jeftion to the crown of Poland) had, ever fince the year 1525, been vefted in the houfeof 
Brandenburg, withtbc title of a Dukedom, though Hill owning fome kind of valTalagc to, or 
proteftion from the King and Republic of Poland, till this year 1657 ; when the latter gave 
vp all kind of claim on it ; and the £lc£lor of Brandenburg was now vcAed with fovercign 

and 
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1657 and independent dominion over that Dutchy, iince crcftcd into a kingdom, In the perfon of 
King Frederick I. 

In this laft ye&t of the renowned Admiral Blake’s life, he, a fecond time, deftroyed a Spa- 
jiilh plate fleet, faid to be much richer than that of the preceding year, at the illc of Tcnerif, one 
of the Canary ifles, burning, finking, &c. every fhip of that fleet. This great Admiral’s 
death, in this fame year, was reckoned an irreparable lofs to the Proteftor -and to his country. 
— Amongft fcvcral other great things faid of him, even by the Earl of Clarendon, his follow- 
ing encomium on him is well worth our notice, viz. 

That he was the firft man who brought fhips to contemn caftlcs on fliore, which had 
ever been thought very formidable, and were dilisovered by him to make a noife only, and 
•“ to frighten thofe who could rarely be hurt by them.— He was the firft that infufed that pro- 
■“ portion of courage into the feamen, by making them fee, by experience, what mighty 
“ things they could do if they were refolved ; and taught them to fight in fire as well as upon 
“ water. — And, although he had been very well imitated and followed, he was the firft that 
“ gave the example of that kind of naval courage, and bold and refolute .atchievements.” 

From March 1638 to May 1657, according to the author of The Happy Future State of 
F.ngiand, frequently before quoted, there was coined in the Tower of London, in gold and 
filver, the fum of feven million feven hundred and thirty-three thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-one pounds thirteen ftiillings and four. pence. “ England alone,” fays that author, 
having, till the peace of Munfter, in the year 1648, enjoyed almoft the whole manufaflure, 
“ and the beft part of the trade of Europe.” 

The once memorable James Howell, in his Londinopolis, p. 380, aflerts, “ that the bill 
of mortality ot Amftcrdam did not, in this year 1657, exceed lixty per week. Whereas ” 
fays he, “ London’s was near three hundred weekly.” But as this author has been very 
much miftaken in other parts of his computations in political .arithmetic, it feems probable he 
is likcwifc greatly fo in this point : more efpecially if Penfionary De Witt’s account be not ex- 
aggerated, in his intereft of Holland, written in the year 1663, that Amftcrdam contained 
three hundred thoufand fculs ; which probably is more than it contains at prelbnt. 

By Secretary Thurloe’s lixth volume of State Papers, p. 505, we find that men of great re- 
flexion, even fo early, perceived the great benefit which England’s commerce would reap, 
from poflTefling a fafe and fortified port at, or very near the entrance into, the Mediterranean 
Sea. In a letter written by General Monk, from Scotland, to the faid Secretary 'I'hurloc, in 
September, in the year 1657, there is the following memorable paragraph, viz. 

“ I underftand the Portugal AmbalTador is come to London; and ! make no queftion 
but he will be defiring fomc favour from my Lord Proteftor. There is a callle in 
“ the Streight’s Mouth, which the Portugals have called Tangier, on the Barbary fide, 

“ and which, if they would part withal, it would be very ufeful to us ; and they make 
“ little ufe of it, unlcfs it be for getting of Blackamoors : for whence (fliould he which) his 
“ Highnefs may give them leave to trade for. An hundred men will keep the caflic, and half 
a dozen frigates there would flop the whole trade m the Streights to fuch as IhaJl be enemies 
to us.” 

This propofalof General Monk’s very probably occafioncJ the ftipulating of this port and 
caftle, five years afterwards, to be a part of Queen Catherine’s marri.igc portion, as it accord- 
ingly was. Yet this fame General Monk afterwards found a confiderable garrilon little enomdi 
to defend it againfl; the continual attacks of tlie Moors. ° 

VoL. II. ’ 3 K 


De Witt, 
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De Witt, in his latereft of Holland, juftly remarks, “ That although their fliips trading 
‘‘ into the Mediterranean, fliould be well guarded, by convoys, againft the Barbary Pirates ; 
“ yet it would by no means be proper to free that fca of thofe pirates : becaufe,’^ fays he, we 
fliould hereby be put upon the fame footing with the Eaftlanders, Englifh, Spaniards, and 
“ Italians ; wherefore it is beft to leave that thorn in the lidos of thofe nations, whereby they 
‘‘ v\flil be dlft^efled in that trade ; whilft we, by our convoys, engrofs all the European traffic 
and navigation to Holland.” 

By the experience of the ill effefts of former negligence, and the help of the port of Gibral- 
tar, we have, in our own times, greatly gained ground upon Holland in this particular refpeft. 
/Fas eji isf ah hojie doccri.) — We may and ought to learn vvifdom even from an enemy. 

In this fame year, we have, from the faid fixth volume of Thurloe’s State Papers, p. 825, a 
letter from Leghorn to that fame Secretary of State, acquainting him, That the Hollanders 
“ were making a plantation between Surinam and Cartliagena, in the Weft Indies, aiming 
‘‘ chiefly to trade with the Spaniards ; for which purpofe they are fending thither twenty-five 
families of Jews. — If” fays the letter-writer, “ our planters at Surinam took the fame 
courfe, it would be much to their advantage ; for the Spaniards there are in mofl extreme 
“ want of all European Commodities.” This was probably aprojeft for fettling on tlie con- 
tinent of what is called terra firma, from whence they were faid to be afterwards driven. Uii- 
lefs, perhaps, Curacoa be hereby meant, which is a fmall ifle near that coaft, polfelTed by the 
Dutch, and very commodioufly lituated for that fmuggling trade ; the Jews being here faid to 
be both rich and numerous, and the Dutch colonies here extremely populous and well forti- 
fied : and was, probably, firft fettled before this time : as was alfo, above twcivty-fivc years 
before, a foinewhat fmallcr ifle near it, named Aruba, as well as Bonaire, another ifle on 
that coaft, which produces plenty of cotton : — the other two ifles, before named, produce 
fonie fugar. 

Although Curacoa be but a barren ifland, about thirteen leagues in circuit, yet its meichants 
are faid to be very rich by their trade with the neighbouring Spaniards for European goods 
and negroes, fo as to be deemed one of their beft colonics in America. 

In the faid fixth volume of Tkurloc’s State Papers, p. 596, we have an eftimate of the clidrge 
or public expcnce of England for the year, ending the firft of November 1657, viz. 


1. The charge of the fca 

2. Ditto of the army in the three kingdoms 

3. Ditto of the civil government 





s. d. 

- 

- 

- 

994,500 0 0 


• 

- 

1,132,489 0 0 

- 

- 

- 

200,000 0 0 


Total 


2,326,989 o o 


The prefent revenue, viz. 

1. The aflelTmcnt in England, Scotland, and Ireland 

2. The excife and cuftoms, efti mated at 

3. The other revenue payable into the receipt of the Exchequer, efti- 
mated at. 


1,464,000 4 o 

700.000 o o 

198.000 o o 


Total 2,362,000 4 o 


And 
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1657 And, {ihid.) 

1. The revenue of Ireland for two years, ending the firft of November, 

1637, amounts to - - • - • i37»55S 13 3 

— And for one year - - ^>8,779 ^ 7 5 

2, Expence of ditto for faid two years * ^ . 142,509 ii o 

Expence more than the revenue • • - - 4>9S9 ^7 9 

And, (Ibid, p. 444.) 

Scotland’s revenue for one year - - 37>b90 19 o 

(But Scotland's expence is not mentioned.) 

What De Witt has faid of his nation’s wifdom'in fecuriiig their mercantile fliips trad- 
ing into the Meditcn*anean, by proper convoys, and the ncglefl: of England in that rerpeff, 
is, in part confirmed, and partly alfo, contradifted, by a pamphlet addrelfcd to the Proteftor 
Cromwell, in this year 1657, by one Samuel Lamb, a merchant, entitled, Seafonabic Obfer- 
vations for the encouraging of foreign Commerce : wherein he fpcaks of our merchants fliip- 
“ ping as having been, of late, the beft in the world. Witnefs” fays he, “ the many fingle 
‘‘ figlits at fca, againll the Turks, to whom, ii is believed, the Dutch lofc ten flnps for our 
“ one; and the remarkable fca fights againft the Hollanders thcmfelvcs in the late wars; 
wlicrein maily merchant Ihips, from about three hundred to five hundred tons, did engage 
againft the enemy, with the States jfhips, to our great advantage; the enemy notwitliftaiul- 
“ ing exceeding us every fight, in (hips and tonnage.” This (however, perhaps, fomewhat 
* exaggerated) fiicws the ftoutnefs of our trading fhips up the Mediterranean, in thofe times, as 
well as the bravery of our failors : of which feveral old fongs and ballads alfo give teftimony, 
in their encounters with the Barbary pirates. 

Before the commencement of the civil wars in England, in the year 1642, we find by the 
Eaft India Company’s account, “ That they alone employed fifteen thouland tons of Ihip- 
ping,” which were accounted to be the beft trading (hips belonging to England, as in- 
deed they continue to be to the prefent times, from three hundred to fix hundred tons each 
fiiip. But the Eaft India Company became at length fo much decayed in their (hipping, from 
the general difeouragements in their trade, and the underminings of the Hollanders, &c. that 
they had fcarccly one good ihip remaining. Moreover, from this year 1653, or 1654, to this 
year 1657, by means of the multitude of interlopers, there was a fort of open trade from Eng- 
land to India: in which time,” fays our author, who in i68i, wrote in defence of the 
Joint-Stock Company, our nation had well nigh loft all their privileges in India, which 
arc many.” There were alfo grievous loflTes to private traders by depredations; “ a great 
“ lowering of EnglKh commodities, and advancing of Indian commodities ; — an increafe of 
“ prefents to governors, &c. to fuch an odious cxcefs, that at length the very private traders 
“ themfelves, being without union and proteftion, w^erc the forwarded petitioners for a return 
to a joiiit'ftock.” 

On the other hand, however, the ingenious author of an oftavo tveatife, intiticd, Britannia 
Languens, publifticd in the year 1680, affirms, p. 76, That during the years 1653-4-5-6, 
‘‘ when th’fe Eaft India trade was laid open, they afforded the Indian commodities fo cheap, 
that they fupplied more parts of Europe, and even Amfterdam itfelf, therewith, than ever 
** they did after ; whereby they very much funk the Dutch Eaft India Company’s aftions.” 
Yet it is generally faid, that even the interlopers or feparate traders were lofcrs in the end, 
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1657 having alfo endured many indignities and injuries from the Indians. So difficult is it to come 
at the real truth where intercft is nearly concerned on both fides. 

Upon the whole, the Proteftor Cromwell now re-eftablilhcd the old Company, with a joint 
Hock of fcven hundred and thirty-nine thoufandfeven hundred and eighty-two pounds, al- 
though only fifty per cent, or three hundred and fixty-nine thoufand eight hundred and nine- 
ty-one pounds was called in, or was ftriftly, at that time, deemed their capital ftock. . Yet 
by the late laying open of that trade, fo many Icfler fhips had been employed in it, that the 
Company, though now again reftored, could find few or no merchant ihips large enough for 
their purpofe. And the author juft now quoted, alleges, “ That, although in former times 
“ the Englifh trade into the Mediterranean did, by eftimation, employ eighty or one hun- 
“ dred fail of fhips, from three hundred to four hundred tons each, yet, fince, they employ 
fmallcr ones, which are fo often taken by the Spaniards, &c.” — And he fays, “ He has 
formerly known many fliips, of the above, or a greater burden, built and equipped in Eng- 
“ land,’ purpofely'to be fent to Venice to be let out to that State, for fliips of war, to ferve 
“ them againft the Turks : but the Hollanders foon cut us out of that employment alfo, by 
. “ ferving them cheaper.” 

In this fame year, on the ninth of May, Cromwell concluded another felf-intereftcd treaty 
of alliance with F rance, againft Spain and Holland, and againft the folid intercft of England. 
And, as fomc of the fecret articles have a relation to commerce, we fliall remark on the fol- 
lowing ones, viz. 

Itfeems the Dutch Admiral De Ruyter had taken two French fliips of war, in the Medi- 
terranean ; to revenge which “ France engaged Cromwell, by the fourth and fifth fecret arti- 
“ cles, to fit out at the cxpcnce of France, from thirty to forty fliips of war ; part of which 
“ were to cruize before Oftend and Dunkirk, and the reft in the Channel, to take all the 
“ fliips of Holland and Zealand in the French King’s name. — And article nine" and ten, that 
“ an Englifn fleet was to block up Oftend, Nieuport, and Gravelines, whilft Louis did the 
“ fame on the land fide. — And Louis promifes to leave thofe ports, when taken, in the full 
“ pofleflion and property of the Proteftor. On the other hand, article eleven, Louis was to 
“ enjoy all the other towns, harbours, and places which ftiould be conqueVed in the feven- 
teen provinces of the Netherlands, none excepted, whoever is or has been the poflclTor. 

*‘ Articles fifteen and fixteen, both parties agreed to affift the King of Sweden in his in- 
“ tended conqueft of the city of Dantzic.- Louis alfo promifing to furnifli money for the 
conqueft of the Danifli forts in the Sound; the Proteftor engaging to fend a fleet, with 
“ land forces, to block up the pallagc of the Sound, to the end, that, with Sweden’s afliftance, 
“ the Proteftor may be enabled to keep the trade with thofe countries and thofe of his allies 
“ free and undifturbed.” 

The plaufible or probable ground for tliefg two remarkable articles of this alliance and en- 
mity againft Denmark was, bccaufc that King, Chriftiern III. had incrcafcd his demands or 
toll on foreign fliips paflTing the Sound : which toll, we have feen, having been farmed to the 
Hollanders, in the year 1649, it was probable they, and the crown of Denmark, had 
jointly aimed to make the moft of it againft all other nations ; though contrary to former 
ftipulations. 

By article feventebitb, “ The Proteftor was to have the diipofal of any countries and forts 
which Ihould be taken from Denmark, according to his good plcafurc ; but the fhips and 
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1657 merchandize of the French King’s fubjefls fhould pafs and lepafs the Sound as freely as 
thofe of England.” 

1658 Cardinal , Mazarine, the Prime Miniflcr of France, having obtained intelligence, that the 
court of Spain, for the gaining of Cromwell to its fide, had, feme time before, propofed to aflift 
him in the conqueft of Calais for England, took pains to convince the Proteftor that Dunkirk 
would be of much greater importance to England, as really is known to be true : and as Crom- 
well’s principal dread was, left France lliould be aflifting in King Charles’s reftoration, he, 
after foinc deliberation, agreed to Mazarine’s propofal. Whereupon, on tb.c 23d of March, 
1658, new ftile, Sir William Lockhart, Cromwell’s ambalTador at Paris, figned a convention 
with the French.court, whereby it was ftipulated, tliat Dunkirk, Mardike, and Gravclines, 
‘‘ when taken, fhould be put in the Proteftor’s hands which was confirmed by a fecond con- 
vention five days after. Whereupon Dunkirk was attacked by the joint forces of England and 
France, and furrendered on Midfummer-day, 1658, to the French, who, the day follow- 
ing, delivered it up with all its forts into the hands of Sir William Lpckliart, in behalf of the 
Proteftor. 

This great acqulfition occafioned no fmall jealoufy in the Dutch, who were very far from 
being pleafed at feeing England thereby rendered maftcr of both fides the Channel. More- 
over, although France at this time yielded it to Cromwell, for the fake of his prefent friend- 
lliip in aflifting to diftrefs and weaken Spain, and the confequent raifing of her own power, 
yet the French court foon forefaw how dangerous Dunkirk would prove in other hands but 
her own, and more efpecially in the pofleflion of England, even then the firft maritime poten- 
tate of Europe : wherefore they too foon found means, four years after, to get it fcaiidaloufly 
fold and furrendered to them. 

Although wc have feen, that clocks and clock-makers were introduced into England aticafi: 
as early as the year 1368, yet wc have by no notices or means as yet difeovered, or are able 

certainly to trace, either the time, or the certain place, when or where they were firft made ; 

which is indeed likewife the cafe of fevcral other old inventions. Nurenberg, in Germany, 
has often been named as the moft probable place of the invention of watc^ies, or rather the re- 
vival of cheiii about feventy years ago, though I do not find even any certainty thereof. 7 *hc 
firft pendulum clock is faid to have been invented by Huygens, in the preceding year 1657 ; 
yet others aferibe it to Galileo. Be this as it may, we may be aflured, that the prefent watches 
arc of a much later invention than clocks, although they, in fiift, were but a necelLrv confe- 
quence of the other. The Emperor Charles V. was the firft who Jiiad any thing that might be 
called a watch ; though fomc fay it was only a fmall table clock. Others fay, that Emperor 
had a watch of fomc kind or other in the jewel of his feal ring.— Spring pocket watches were 
the produftion of this century. Foreigners aferibe it to Huygens, but the Englifli to Dr. 
Hooke, about this year 1658. This ufcful machine has been fince brought to greater perfec- 
tion in England than in any other part of the world. 

In this fame year, the Swedifh fleet befieging Copenhagen, where the Danifli King, Chrif- 
tiern III. then was, in great diftrefs ; the Dutch fleet under Admiral Opdam, defeated that of 
Sweden, and thereby feafonably relieved the Danifh King and his capital city. The next year 
Admiral De Ruyter joined the Danifli fleet, and, defeating that of Sweden, brought about a 
pacification at Rofehild, between thofe two northern crowns, through the mediation of Eng- 
land and France. 


Yet, 
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1659 Yet, ill the following year 1659, the Swedes, under their King Charles Guftavus, were fo 
fucccfsful in a frefli war againll Denmark, as to oblige that crown to rcftorc the fine province 
Scania, or Sconen, to Sweden, after Denmark had been in pofleffion of it for three centuries ; 
which conceflion threw much weight into the fcalc of Sweden : but feems, however, to have 
reduced both crowns nearer to an equilibrium than before, with reference to the European 
Hates trading into the Baltic Sea. 

The Danilh court having further diftrelled the trade of other'nations, by their arbitrary In- 
creafe of the tolls in the palTagcs into the Baltic, called the Sound and greater and Icfler Belt, 
‘ the two commonwealths of England and Holland, and the court of France, had entered into a 
joint treaty at the Hague, in the faid year 1659, not only for obliging Denmark and Sweden, 
then at war, agree to the above faid peace, but, by the fixth article of the treaty, it was lll- 
' pula ted. 

That no new duty, toll, or other impoft, on account of beacons, lit^hthoufcs, anchor- 
“ ages, or for“any*other pretences whatever, I^e for the future railed ip the Sound, or the two 
Belts, by any perfon whatfoever, upon the laid three States, or cither of them, or upon their 
“ fubjefl'S. And with refpeft to the duties or tolls which are paid there by virtue of the treaty 
** made at Lohdon between the late Proteftor (Oliver) and the crown of Denmark, and of 
another treaty made between the faid crown and the United Provinces, in the year 1645, 
“ they fliall never be augmented upon the three Hates, nor on any of them, for any caufc or 
‘‘ pretext whatever. And, if it happens, that tlierc are more favourable and advantageous 
conditions in one of the faid treaties than there are in the others, with regard to the toil, or 
the manner of raifing it, the faid three ftates, and each of them, lhall for the future enjoy 
‘‘ the faid more favourable conditions equally ; as alfo all other privileges and exemptions ; and 
lhall be guarantees thereof one to the other/' 

It feems, that before this definitive treaty, the Danes often varied the tolls they exafted 
from ihips palfing the Sound. Sometimes they laid a rofe noble on every lliip, befide one per 
cent, laftage. — Sometimes three onc-half percent. — And, at other times, a thirtieth part of all 
the cargo was demanded and taken. Queen Elizabeth fent four folemn cmbalTics to Denmark, 
in order to get thofe tolls moderated, and fixed at fomc certainty ; though all to very little 
*purpofc. 

The Swedes likewife fometimes had pretended to a toll for their caftle of Hclfingbnrg, on 
this fide of the Sound : but now this joint treaty and mutual guarantee of the three potent 
ftates before-mentioned, feemed to have put an end to all new demands and impofitlons 
whatever. 

The advantageous peace which France made this year with the declining kingdom of Spain, 
at the Pyrenees, gave the former full Icifure to improve its foreign commcucc, and more cfpe- 
cially its trade to Turkey for woollen goods ; which, by the help of Spanifli wool, they fooii 
after brought to fuch perfeftion, that they have long fince been enabled, in a great mcafurc, 
to poflefs a confidcrable advantage over the Englilh Levant or Turkey Company, as well as 
the Dutch and Venetians. Their very able ftatefman, Colbert, having, foon after this time, 
moft afliJuoufly applied himfclf to this objeft, without fparing any cxpcncc for the improve-* 
ment of all the branches of France’s commerce; fuch, for inftance, as premiums, remilfion 
of cuftoms and taxes, warchoufes rent-free, &C. Yet, in order to get their woollen cloth at 
ftrft introduced into Turkey, they arc faid to have made ufc of the names of the Englifh trad- 
t • ers 
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^659 crs thither, and of the reputation of Englilh cloth, calling their cloth by the name of Drap de 
Londtes. 

By the Pyrenean peace, Sp^in yielded up to France fo much territory, and fo many ftrong 
fortrelTes in the Netherlands, and on the fide of Catalonia, Burgundy, and Lorraine, as made 
the fcale of France ftill much more preponderate : the enumeration of which countries and 
fortreflfes may be feen in all the accounts of that peace ; which indeed was a very unfortunate 
one for Spain, and much altered the balance of power in refpeft of thofe two nations, and, 
in fome meafure, therefore, affefted the fafety of the rell of Europe. 

The ifland of Barbadoes was by this time become rich and populous. For, in a pam- 
phlet, entitled, Trade Revived, printed in the year 1659, the author, treating of the value of 
our American plantations, deferibes “ Barbadoes as having given to many men of low degree 
“ exceeding vaft fortunes, equal to noblemen. — That upwards of one hundred fail of Ihips 
there yearly find employment, by carrying goods and paflengers thitlier, and bringing 
“ thence other commodities ; whereby fcamen are bred, and cuftom increafed ; our commo- 
“ dities vended, and many thoufands employed therein, and in refining our fugar at home, 
“ which wc formerly had from other countries. And all this out of that very fmall, dry, and 
rocky ifland.’* By this account it appears, that our other Caribbee ifles had fcarcely as yet 
engaged into fugar planting. This alfo feems to be the firft account of fugar refining in Eng- 
land, though it was probably of an earlier date in jfome other countries : — for which fee the 
year 1503. 

Dr. Charles D’Avenant, who was Infpe<&or Genera! of the Cuftoms of England at the time 
he wrote a treatife, entitled. New Dialogues on the then prefent Polhire of Affitlrs, printed 
in the year 1711, in oclavo, gives us therein, in p. 71, &c. the entire coinage of England for 
a complete century of years, taken from the regifters of the Royal Mint, viz. from 1558 to 
1659. 


Gold coined,— In Qiieen Elizabeth’s reign 

In King James the Firft’s reign, about 
In King Cliarlcs the Firlt’s reign 


£■ 

I,2CX5,000 

800,000 

1,723,000 


Silver,— In Qween Elizabeth’s reign- 

In King James the Firil’s reign 
In King Charles the Firft’s reign 
By the Parliament and Cromwell ■ 


Total Gold £. 3,723,000 
1 . 4,632,932 
1,700,000 

8.776,544 

1,000,000 : 


Total Silver 16,109,476 — 16,109,476 


Total Gold and Silver' - 19,832,476 

“ Yet,” adds\the Do£lor, very properly, “ all this money was not co-cxifting in this year 
“ 1659. For Queen Elizabeth not only called in and recoined all the debafed filver coin of 
the three preceding reigns, but, by varying the ftandard, there were frefh fabrications oc- 
“ cafioned, fo that the fame bullion was coined over and over.” And this able author conjec- 
tures, “ that in the year 1600, our whole gold and filver coin togctlier did not exceed four 

“ mil- 
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1659 ‘‘ millions ; and thairat the time he wrote’’ in the year 1711, there might be twelve miU 

lions of gold and filvercoin in being.” 

This very curious account is well worth our obfervation: and, as our commerce is al*. 
lowed by all men to be very confiderably incrcafcd fince the faid year 1711, being the Tpace 
of lifty-one years, I conceive, wc may reafonably conclude, that the prefent gold and filver 
coin of G-fcat Britain, afthally exilling, cannot be lefs than fixteen millions : although it 
be not fo cafy to clctcrniine the near proportion between the quantity of the gold to the lilvcr 
coin. 

Having nothing further to add of the times preceding the wjftoration of King Charles IL 
wc muft do the Rump Parliament and Cromwell, with all tlieir faults, the jufticc to remark, 
by way of recapitulation, that they certainly made fcveral very good and fuccefsful regulations 
and laws for the improvement and increafe of England’s commerce and Ihipping ; moft of 
which were adopted and legally enafted by the Parliament immediately after the Reftoration ; 
which plainly evinced the public fenfe of their utility, viz. 

I. The reduftion of the legal intereft of money from eight to fix per cefht. greatly to the ad- 
vantage both of the landed and trading intcrefts. 

II. Their eftablilliing the firft general Navigation Aft ; by which, not only the trade to and 
from our American plantations was fecured to ourfelves alone, but likewife our mercantile 
ihipping was confiderably increafeJ, as was alfo the number of our failors, and of all trades 
depending on ihipping. 

III. Tenures by Knight’s-fervicc, Wardfliips, and all other kinds of fervile tenures, were 
for ever aboliihed in England. 

IV. All kinds of monopolies were likewife aboliihed. 

V. Their granting full liberty of confcience to all peaceable people, inviting multitudes of 
fucli to return with their families and fortunes from New England, Holland, Germany, &c. 
whither they had been driven by Laud’s imchriftian and mad perfccution, ?cc. and hereby not 
only the juimbcr of induHrious people were incrcafcd, which is the moft folid wealth of any 
nation, but likev/ife new nianufafturcs were introduced, and tjie old ones improved and iii- 
creafed. 

This fifth article was not however adopted in the firft tranfports of the zealous royalifts ; 
nor was it legally enafted till the accelTion of King William and Qiieen Mary ; wlien the na- 
tion’s eyes were fully opened, to fee the prejudice and folly, as well as wickednefs, of denying 
that freedom ofconfciencc to others, which wc ourfelves would think we had a right to in limi- 
lar circiimftances. 

VI. Scotland’s valTalage was aboliflied by them, and better orders were eftablifhed in that 
country for providing for their poor, for punifhing vagrants, and for fuppreffing of robberies, 
than had been before in ufe. 

But this laft mentioned benefit to Scotland, was far from being confirmed after the Reftora- 
tion, though fo reafonablc and beneficial. The firft four articles, however, were wifely 
confirmed by the legal government, as what the nation could not have been cafy without, 
having before fo fully experienced their beneficial and moft falutary efFcfts. 

1660 On the third of May 1*660, a final peace was concluded at the monaftery of Oliva, in Polifli 
Pruflia, between John Cafimir, King of Poland, and his confederates, the Emperor Leopold, 
and Frederic William, Eleftor of Brandenburg, on the one part, and Cliarlcs XL King of 
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1660 Sweden, on the other part ; King Louis XIV. King of France, being guarantee. Wherein 
all that is effcntially neceflary for us to obferve, is, the great additional weight tlirown into 
the fcale of Sweden, by Poland’s yielding up or confiiming to lier, for ever, the large, fair, 
and fruitful province of Livonia ; inoft of which, however, had been long before conquered 
and poffelTcd by Sweden. On the other hand, Sweden yielded up to Poland the cities and 
forts Ihe held in Polilh Pruffia.— The Emperor ceded to Holftein all that he held in that 
dutchy, and the Elcdor of JBraadenburgh yielded to Sweden all that he had held in weftern 
Pomerania. 

We arc now again returned to the legal conftitution of England, of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, by the reftoration of King Charles the Se9ond, on the twenty-ninth of May, in this 
year 1660 : and the firft aft of Parliament, relating to our fubjeft, is that of this twelfth year 
of the faid King, cap. iv. entitled, “ A Subfidy granted to him of Tonnage and Poundage, 
and other fums of money, payable upon merchandize exported and imported the pre- 
amble to which aft runs thus, viz. 

The Commons aflembled in Parliament, repofing truft and confidence in your Majefty, 
“ in and for the guarding and defending of the fcas, againft all perfons intending, or that 
‘‘ fiiall intend, the difturbance of your faid Commons, in the intercourfe of trade, and the 
“ invading of this your realm ; for the better defraying the neceffary expcnccs thereof, which 
cannot otherwife be cfFeftcd without great charge to your Majefty, do, by and witli tiiC 
“ advice and confent of the Lords,” the Bilhops were not yet re-inftated, “ in this your pre- 
‘‘ fent Pailiamejit aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, to tlic intent aforefaid, give 
** and grant unto you, our fupreme liege Lord aiid Sovereign, one fubfidy, called tonnage ; 

that is to fay, of every ton of wine, of the growth of France, — that fhall come into the 
“ port of London, — by way of merchandize, by your natural-born fubjefts, four pounds ten 
fliillings, — and by ftrangers and aliens, fix pounds, — and into the out-ports, three pounds 
“ by natural born fubjefts ; and by aliens, four pounds ten {hillings. — And, for every but or 
“ pipe of Mufcadels, Malmfeys, Gites, Tents, Alicants, Baftards, Sacks, Canaries, Malagas, 
“ Madeiras,” the firft time this wine is mentioned by that name, “ and other wines whatfo- 
“ ever, commonly called fweet wines, of the growth of the Levant, Spain, and l^ortugal, or 
any of them, or of the iflands belonging to them, or elfewhere, that fhall come into the 
‘‘ port of London, brought by Englifti fubjefts, two pounds five {hillings, — and by aliens, 
“ three pounds ; — and into the out-ports, by Eiiglifh fubjefts, one pound ten fliillings, — and 
“ by aliens, two pounds five {hillings ; — alfo for Rhenilh wines, by natural-born fubjefts, 
“ one pound per annum, and by aliens, one pound five {hillings, — as in a book of rates herc- 
in-after referred to : — and alfo one other fubfidy, called poundage, /. e, of all manner of 
‘‘ goods and merchandize exported or imported, either by denizens or aliens, tweivc-pcncc 
“ for every twenty {hillings, as in the book of rates valued, ox ad valorem: and for Englifh 
‘‘ prodiift or nianufafture, exported by aliens, twelve-pence more for every twenty {hillings 
‘‘ over and above the firft twenty {hillings : excepting, however, all manner of woollen cloths, 
‘‘ commonly called old draperies, — and all wines which fhall liave paid the above-named ton- 
“ nage, — and alfo fifli, brought by Engliflimen,— and all frelh fifh and beftial, imported,— 
“ and all other goods mentioned to be cuftom free in the faid book of rates.” 

55 " No mention is as yet made in tliis new book of rates of tea, coffee, or chocolate, though 
they are all mentioned in an aft of Parliament of this fame year. 
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1660 Bv aTi :\ f\ of tills fame year, cap. xxv. for felling of wines by retail, &c. the following prices 
were iixcsl, \iz. 

]. Spanifi and fwcet wines not above one fliilling and fix-pence per quart: 

II . i'rcnch wines not above eight-pence per quart : 

HI. Rhenifh wines not above twelve-pence per quart ; penalty five pounds. 

*And we^do hereby grant to our faid liege Lord and Sovc*eign another fubfidy, /. e. on 
‘‘ every piece of Ihort woollen cloth exported by Englinimcn, called broad cloths, not exceeding 
** twenty-eight yards in length and fixty-four pounds weiglit, the fum of three fliillings and 
“ four-pence, and proportionably if of greater .length or weight: and of Icflcr lengths and 
weight, exported by Engliflnnen, alfo three Ihillings and four-pence, and by aliens fix fhil- 
“ lings and eight-pence. — Englilh merchants fhipplng goods, &c. in foreign Blips from Eng- 
‘‘ land, fliall pay double duties, as if they were foreigners. But herrings and other fea iiili 
‘‘ exported, fliall be duty free. And it is hereby enafted, that no rates fliall be impofed on 
** Englilhmen without the authority of Parliament. No King^s colleftors, &c. fhall take 
more fees than was cuftomary in the fourth year of the late King James. 

Other goods, when at certain prices, may be exported, viz, gunpowder, when not exceed- 
ing five pounds the barrel : wheat, two pounds per quarter r rye, beans, and peas, one pound 
four fliillings ; barley and malt, twenty fliillings per quarter : oats, iixtecn fliillings; beef, per 
^ barrel, five pounds; pork, fix pounds ten fliillings; bacon, per pound, fix-pence; bnltcr, 
the barrel, four pounds ten fliillings ; cheefe, the hundred, one pound ten fliillings ; candles, 
the dozen pounds, five fliillings. 

I. Provided always, that his Alajefly may, by proclamation, at any time when he fliall 
fee caufc fo to do, and for fuch time as fliall be therein exprefled, prohibit the tranfporta- 
tion of gunpowder, or any fort of arms or ammutiition 

“ And he it further cnadled, that, over and above the rates herein before-mentioned, there 
fliall be paid to your Majclly, on every ton of wine, of the growth of France, Germany, 
Portugal, or iMadein, brought into the port of London, or clfewhcre, three pounds with- 
in nine months after importing. And of every ton of all other wines, four pounds. The 
** importer to give fccurity ior payment. Yet if any of thofc wines (hall be re-exported witli- 
in twelve months after, then llic aforefaid additional duty fliall be returned. And the im- 
porter, paying ready money, (hall be allowed ten per cent, difeount, 

II. “ Provided, that the prizage of wniies, • or prize wines, fliall pay no tonnage, culloms, 
“ nor fubfidy, in virtue of this aft, nor of any thing therein, contained.” 

Although, in the preface to this work, it is declared, that it was not our intent to take 
notice of any duties, cuftoms, or taxes, or the alterations ot them, enafted from time to time; 
yet the above-recited famous aft of Parliament having fixed the tonnage and fub(idy on wines, 
and the poundage on divers other kinds of merchandize and provifions ; referring to a new 
book of rates, which, though altered fince this time, in many points, has however been, in 
general, a guide for the rates or duties of many other kinds of merchandize ; and as, moreover, 
the ground of granting the ancient duties of tonnage and poundage, are in this aft e^xplained : 
we thought it proper to give the fubftance of the faid law, by w^ay of pattern or precedent. 

By this fame law the linen of France was too much favoured : .for their fine dowlas was to 
pay only one halfpenny per ell; whilfl; fine linen of Flanders was to pay three-pence per ell 
duty. 

Wo 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 


451 

A. n. 

1660 Wc have feen the former reduftions of the national or legal intcrell df money, In England, 
at diflerent periods of time, occafioned from a propartionablc incrcafe of money and com- 
merce ; and* we have fliewm the rational grounds of and for thofc rcdiuSions, fo far as hereafter 
to five our readers the trouble of more copioufly tnlarging on this fubjeft. 

The hift reduction was from eight to fix per cent, but as it was enadted by an illegal or 
nfurped power, in the year 1651, the legal Parliament, at the reftoration, could not coiififl- 
ently take direft notice of it, by way of confirmation ; although, in effefl', they do it by the 
preamble to the aft, cap. xiii. that none fhall take above fix pounds for the loan of an hun- 
dred pounds for a year; which exprefles itfclf in the following manner : 

“ And whereas, in frefh memory, the like fill from eight to fix in the hundred, by a late 
conflant prafticc, hath found the like fuccefs, to the general contentment of this nation, as 
is vifible by fcvcral improvements. And whereas neverthclefs it is the endeavour of feme 
at prefent to reduce it back again in praftice to the allowance of the {latutc Hill in force,” 
j. e. to eight per cent. “ to the great difeouragement of ingenuity and incUiflry in the liul- 
“ bandry, trade, and commerce of this nation : — be it therefore enafted, tliat from and after 
the twenty-ninth of Scpteml>cr 1660, none fliall take above fix pounds per cent, as above, 
“ and that all bonds and alTliranccs whatever, made after the time aforeiaid, tor payment of 
any principal money to be lent or covenanted to be performed, upon or for ar.y nfury, 
whereupon there fhall be referved or taken above the rate of fix pounds in the hundred, 
‘‘ fhall be utterly void. — And the taker of any higlier iiitereft or ufury, lliiiU forfeit, for every 
fucli ofTcncc, the treble value of the money fo lent, &cc, 

I'wo things arc worth remarking on this act, viz. 

Firfl, I'hat the word ufury was Hill the legal term for the lawful intercfl of money. 
Secondly, That this aft does not take the leaft notice of the uniawfulners, in point of rcH- 
glon or confcicncc, or the fin of taking ufury or intereft for the loan of money, as had been 
exprefied in tlic two preceding legal afts for the reduftion of it. 

Upon this reduftion, Sir Joiiah Child remarks, as he alfo did in treating on the two for- 
mer reduftions : 

I. That in about twenty years after the like reduftion bv the Rump Parliament, in 1651, 
“ notwithilanding the long civil wars and the great complaints of the deadnefs of trade, there 
arc more men to be found upon the exchange now",” (/. r. about 16S8 ; as he liifl publilhcd 
his Brief Obfervations concerning Trade and I ntereft of Money, in a finall quarto pamphlet 
in that year 168S, to wdiich he made a fhort addition in the fame year : fo, by degrcLS, his 
judicious writings on commerce have fwelled to a rcafonable oftavo book :) woith ten thou- 
** fand pounds than were then worth one thoufaiid pounds. — And that live hundred pounds 
fixty years before, with a daughter, was efteemed a larger portion than two thouuind pounds 
in his time. 

“ II. That gentlewomen, in thofe days, efteemed themfelvcs well clothed in a ferge gown, 
which a chambermaid now would beafliamcd to be feen in. — That, befide the great Incrcafc 
of rich clothes, plate, jewels, and houlhold furniture, there w'erc one hundicJ coaches 
now,” i, e. about the year 1688, to one kept formerly.” 

All which, and much more, he folely aferibes to the abatement of intereft, which he calls 
ihccaufa canfans of all the other caufes of the riches of the Dutch, as well as of ouvfclves, in- 
creafed to fix times what it then was. “ Hereby alfo,” fays he, “ we arc enabled to pay a 
“ greater tax in one year than our forefathers could in twenty.” “ 1 can,” fays he, my- 
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“ felf remember fince there were not nfecl in London fo many wharfs or quays, for landing 
of merchants goods, by at Icaft one third part, as now there are ; and thofe that were then 
‘‘ could fcarce have employment for half what they could do. — Lands iir the country now 
“ yield twenty years purchafe, which woujd not then have yielded above eight or ten at 
“ moft. I'hc fame farms or lands to be now fold, would yield treble, and in fome cafes fix 
times*, ‘‘ the ^bey were fold for fifty years ago, — Ireland has alfo been vaftly improved 

in its lands, fince great part of it has been lately pofleffed by the induftrious Englilh, who 
were foldiers in the late army.’^ In brief, he lays it down as a conftant rule to judge whe- 
ther any country be rich or poor, to know what interett they pay for money. ‘‘ Near home,’^ 
continues he, “ we fee it evidently, in Scotland and Ireland, where, ten and twelve per cent. 
“ being paid for intcreft,” (here he is certainly mifiaken as to Scotland, whofc Parliament, 
as we have feen, did, in the year 1633, reduce their national intcreft from ten to eight per 
cent, as we lhall foon fee them further reducing it to fix per cent.) the people are poor, dc- 
fpicablc, ill-clotUcd, and their houfes worfc provided ; money intolerably fcarce, notwith- 
Handing their great plenty of all provifions. In France, wl>erc money is at feven per cent, 
lands yield about eighteen years purchafe, la Italy, money will not yield above three per 
** cent, upon real fecurity ; and there the people are rich, full of trade, well attired, and their 
‘‘ lands will fell at thirty-five to forty years purchafe : and that it is fo, or better with them 
ill Holland, is too manifeft. In Turkey, twenty per cent, is their intcreft, which makes 
commeicc there to be engrofled by a few, as is always the cafe where intereft is very high, 
“ and w^as the cafe in England in Elizabeth’s and James the Firft’s time, wdicn intcreft w\as 
at ten per cent. In Spain, the ufual intcreft is ten and twelve per cent, and there, not- 
WMihfianding they have the only trade in the w^orlcl for gold and filver, money is no where 
“ more fcarce ; the people poor, dcfpicablc, and void of commerce, other than what the Eng- 
lilh, Dutch, Italians, Jews, and other foreigners, bring to them; who arc to them, in 
“ cfFcfl, as leeches, who fuck their blood and vital fpirits from them.” 

This author, however, feems to have been aware of a very ftroiig objeftion againft a pre- 
cipitate rcdiidtion of the legal intcreft of money in a nation, without duly attending to what 
may very properly be termed the natural intereft of money in fuch a nation, /. r. at what in- 
tcreft money may generally be borrowed on good fecurity ; fo that fuch propofecl legal reduc- 
tion of intereft ftiould not be very different from the faid natural ijitcreft of money at fuch rc- 
fpc£live time ^propofed : wherefore he obferves, “ that the matter in England was, at that 
time, prepared for an abatement of the” legal “ Intereft ; for,” fays he, “ the Eaft India 
Company do now borrow,” in the year 1688, “ what they want at four per cent.” 

Y ct notwithftahding all that this able and experienced gentleman has ftiid upon this favour- 
ite fubjeft of his, it feems to us, that he has not fufficiently confidcred another point, viz. 
that low intcreft for pioney, in ai'iy country, is, at leaft, as much the cfFeft as the caufc of 
wealth and commerce. An incrcafc of commerce brings an increafe of wealth, which is ever 
attended with an increafe of money, and fuch increafe of money will naturally and hccelTarily 
produce a low rate of intcreft, as plenty of any thing whatever, confcquently caufes its cheap- 
nefs. A wife nation may indeed facilitate the redudlion of its legal intcreft, by good and pru- 
dent preparatory regulations^ and thereby contribute to the increafe of commerce, and to the 
encouragement of agriculture : but fuc!i reduftion of the legal intereft is to be done with great 
circumfpeflion, and ever with a due regard to the current natural intcreft of money, , at ahy 
fuch propofccl time. 
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1660 III this fame year and feflioa of Parliament, was the firft legal aft, cap. xviii. pafTed for the 
general encouragement and encrcafc of iliipping* and navigation. ‘‘ Wherein,’’ fays its pre- 
“ amble, under’ the good providence and proteftion of God, the wealth, fafety, and ftrcngtli 
“ of this kingdom are fo much concerned.” 

The principal enafting claufes arc, 

T. No goods or commodities whatfoever (hall be imported into, or exported from, anv 
‘‘ of the King’s lands, illands, plantations, or territories, in Afia, Africa, or America, in 
“ any other than Englifh, Irilh, or plantation-built (hips ; and whereof the mailer, and at 
leaft three-fourths of the mariners (liall be Engli(hmen ; under forfeiture of (hips and goods. 

II. “ None but natural born fubjefts, or naturali/xd, (hall henceforth excrcife the occupa- 
tion of a merchant or faftor in thofe places ; under forfeiture of goods and chattels.” This 

claufc Is a good improvement on the Rump’s aft of navigation, in the year 1651 ; it having 
been before common to have Dutch merchants to be faftors and agents in our colonics. 

III. ‘‘ No goods of the growth, produft, or manufirfture of Alia, Africa, or America, (liall 
be imported into England, but in fuch (hips as do truly belong to Englifh people, either 

“ here, or in the King’s lands or plantations in thofe parts, and navigated as in the firll claufc 
above.” This claufc fecured the Eaft India, Guinea, and Levant companies from foreign 
Ihips, as well as it did our American colonics. 

IV. “ No goods or commodities of foreign. growth, produftion, or manufiiftnre, which 
(liall be brought into England, Ireland, Jerfey, or Guernfey, cS:c. other than in (liips builr 

“ and navigated as aforefaid, (liall be (hipped from any other place but the place of their 
“ growth, produftion, or manufafture, or from thofe ports where they can only be, or iifu- 
“ ally have been brought ; under forfeiture of (hip and goods.” So lately as about the year 
1 7 55, or 17.56, twelve (hips from Apenrade, in Denmark, were guilty of a breach of this claufc, 
by bringing timber to Liverpool, not of the growth ot Denmark, and were obliged to com- 
pound for the fame ; as were two (hips from the Lid town of Apenrade, the next year, for 
timber brought to the port of Leith, So nccclLry is it for the freighters and commanders of 
trading (hips to know the mercantile laws of the country they trade to. 

V. “ Such faltcd fiih, train-oil, and whale (ins, (as have been ufually caugiit, ccc. by the 
“ Englilh or Irifh) not caught, cured, &C. by Englifh or Irifli, nor imported in vellels truly 

Englidi, and navigated as above, lhall pay double aliens cuiloms.” 

VI. “ No goods nor.provifions (hall be carried coall-wife, from' one Englifli port to ano- 
tber, in velTcIs whereof any (lianger, not naturalized, is owner in whole or in part, and 

‘‘ which lhall not be navigated as before. 

VII. “ No goods of the growth, &c, of Ruffia, as alfo no malls, timber, or boards, foreign 
fait, pitch, tar, roiin, hemp, flax, railins, figs, prunes, olive-oil, corn, fugar, pot-afh, wines, 
vinegar, and fpirits, (liall be imported in any (hips, but fuch whereof the true owners arc 

^ Englilh, and navigated as aforefaid. Nor any currants, or other goods, of the Turks do- 
“ minions, but in Englilh-built (hips, and navigated as aforefaid. Excepting only fuch fo- 
reign Ihips as arc of the built of that country of which the faid goods arc the growth, &c. or 
of fuch port where the aforefaid goods can only be, or moft ufually are, firll (hipped for 
“ tranf\)ortation ; and whereof the maflcr, and. three-fourths of the mariners at leaft, are of 
the faid country or place. 

VIII. “ To prevent the colouring or concealing of aliens goods, all the foreign goods bc- 
** fore-named, which (hall be henceforth imported into England, in (hips not belonging to 
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a66o “ EiifJiMul, and not navigated as aforcfaicl, fliall be deemed aliens goods, and fliall pay all 
llrangci's ciilLoms and port dues, " 

IX. J'u prevent the like b auds in colouring the buying of foreign iblps : 

“ I. No forelgn-biiiit lliij) lliall enjoy the privileges of one belonging to England, till firft 
‘‘ the owners make it a})pear that they arc not aliens : and, 

‘‘*2. 'rhc)Jvlliali fwcar that they gave a valuable confideration (to ])C then fpccifiedl for fuch 
blip, and that no foreigner lias any lharc therein. Of all which a certificate fliall be pro- 
‘‘ duced, and a regiiler kept.” — Ever fnee this aft, there is an officer citablilhcd at the cuhoin- 
lioLile. called the Surveyor of the Aft: of Navigation, who keeps the regifter of all Britiih- 
built liiips, ^c. 

X. “ "i’his aft: fliall not extend to merchandize from any place within tl^e Straits of Gibral- 
tar, if it be brought from the uliial ports there, though not from the place of its growth, 
produftion, or manufaftiire ; (this claufc has a fpecial refpeft: to goods brought from Tur- 
key, though the pToduft, Uc. of Perfia and Aralua, he,) “ fo as the fliio and crew be quali- 

fled as above. The like as to all Eaft India commodities, brought from any place caft of 
the Cape of Good Hope. Moreover, Englifli fliips, navigated as above, may import from 
Spain, Portugal, the Canaries, Azores, and Madeira, all forts of goods of the plantations 
Spain or I'ortugal. 

XI. “ Bullion, prize-goods, corn, and fait,” (and fifli from Scotland, in Scotifli-biiilt 
fliips, and three-fourths of the mariners the King’s fubjedfs) arc excepted out of this aft ; 

and fcal-oil from Rulfla, in Englilli fliips, and three “fourths EnglifL mariners. 

XIII. French fliips, in our ports, fliall pay five fliilliiigs per ton, fo long as Englifli fliips 
in French ports pay fifty fdls per ton.” 

'idle Dutch were exempted from this inipofitioa of fifty fols per ton, by the tre^aty of Ryf- 
wick, much to the damage of France, fays the French Council of d'rade, in their report, in 
the year 1701 ; fiiice that duty, which before had produced from fix to feven hundred thou- 
fand Hmcs, now (/. c. in the fame year) yields but one hundred thoufaiid. 

XIll. “ No fugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, fuflic, and other dying woods, of 
the growth or manufaftiire of our Afian, African, or American colonics, lhall be fliippcd 
“ from tlic faiJ colonics to any place but to England, Ireland,” (This lafl country is left out 
in all fubfequent afts, and cxprefsly excepted by cap. xxvi. of the twcnty-fcxoiid and twenty- 
third of the faid King) or to foine other of his Majelly’s faid plantations, there to be landed ; 
under forfeiture as before. And to make effcftual this laft-named claufc, for the foie bcnc- 
fit of our owMi navigation and people, the owners of the fliips fliall give bonds, at their fet- 
ting out, for the due performance thereof.” — Confirmed by the twcnly-fifth of King Charles 
the Second, chap. vii. 

Tlicfe were called enumerated commodities ; and by the afts of the fifteenth, twcnty-fccond, 
and twenty-third of this reign, (the firfl, for the encouraging of trade ; and the others, for the 
preventing the planting of tobacco in England, and for regulating the plantation-trade) the 
enumerated commodities, in the fiift aft, were cxprefsly prohibited to be carried to Ireland, 
till firft landed in England. ' 

By the third and fourth of Queen Aline, rice and molaflcs are made enumerated commodi- 
ties ; but by the third of King George the Second, rice is again rendered nnciiunieratcd. — By 
the eighth of King George the Firft, for encouraging the filk manufafturc, beaver, and other 
peltry of America, are made enumerated. And by the fecond of King George the Second, 

pitch, 
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1660 pitch, tar, turpentine, mafts, yards, and bowfprits, from our plantations, arc alfo made enume- 
rated commodities ; and all other plantation goods are called unenumcraled. And by the 
eighth of George the Firft, can. xviii. copper ore of the plantations was nude an enumerated 
commodity ; that is, fuch a one mull be lirft landed in England, before it can l)e landed in 
foreign parts. 

Thcfc enumerated commodities will, probabi)'', be hereafter found ncccffary to be altered, 
with the unforefeen changes ncccflarily happening in our American and European commerce. 

'riiis is the ful){lance of tins very long aft, fo neccllary to be inferted in this work, as being 
pei^b^^aps the jnoll important ftatntc, in behalf of commerce, that ever was cnafted in this, or, 
pollibly, in any other nation. InJeed, Sir joliah Ch;ld, in his Difcotirfc on 'Eradc, was fo 
entirely of this opinion, that he tliinks it deferves to be called our Charta Maritima. 

'Ehere wanted not, however, authors, who, atiirfl, as in a former one, cntiftcd by the Rump, 
found fault with it ; affirming, tliat it would be dcllruftivc to our commerce, eke. In Roger 
Coke’s Difeourfe of Trade, pubiiihcd even fo late as 1670, he afferts,‘ 'I'hat in two years 
after the Navigation Aft of the Rump Parliament, in the year 1651, the building of iliips 
in England became one-third dearer than before,” (at wliicli none but fuch a head as liis 
would have wondered) “ and that feamens wages became fo cxccffivc dear, that we have 
“ wholly loft the Mufeovy and (irccnland trades, whereby we gave the Dutch, and other na- 
“ tioiis, the pow'er of driving tile trade of the world.” Yet, on the contrary, we, by this 
Navigation Aft, have gradually obtained a vail: incrcafc of ffiippingand mariners : for, by pa- 
tience and fteadinefs, we liave, in length of time, obtained the two great ends of this ever- 
famous aft, viz. 

1 . The bringing our own people to build fliips for carrying on fuch an cxtcnfivc commcMcc 
as they had not before. Sir Joliah Child w^as of opinion, “ 'Fhat, without this aft, we had 
“ not now,” {/. r. in 1668) “ been owmers of one half of the ffiipping nor trade, nor lliould 
“ have employed one half of the Icamen we do at prefent.” So vad an alteration liad this aft 
brought about in a few vears : fo that we arc at length become, in a great mcafure, what the 
Dutch once wxu*c, that is, the great carriers of Europe, mure efpecially within the Mediter- 
ranean fca. 

]I. By this aft we have abfolutcly excluded all otlicr nations from any direft trade or ror- 
refpoiulcnce with our American plantations ; and, w^erc it not for tliis aft, lays our before- 
quoted able author, we Ihould Ice forty Dutch Ihips at our own plantations, for one of Eng- 
land. — That, before the palling of this aft, and whilft our American colonies were but in their 
infancy, the fliips of other European nations, more efpccially of the Dutch, reforted to our 
- plantations both to lade and unlade; and their merchants and faftors neftled thcmfelvcs 
amongft our people there, which utterly fruff rated the original inleiit of our planting tliofc 
colonies, viz. to be a benelit to their mother-countrv, to whicli they owed their bcine and 
proteftion. k could not therefore be thought ftrange, that when our planters were become 
able to ftand on their own legs, and to fupply coafldeiablc quantities of materials Ibr cxpoi ra- 
tion, as was now the cafe of Virginia for tobacco, and of Barbadocs lor fugar, ginger, cot- 
ton, &c. our Icgiflaturc thought it high time to fccure to ourfclvcs alone, thofe incrcafing be- 
nefits which had been produced at our foie charge and trouble. And, in this refpeft, Spain 
had long be -ore fet us a juft and laudable example, lince followed by the other principal Eu- 
lopean nations who have made fettlemcnts in America. 

3 Vve 
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Wc may here alfo obferve, that, till this aft took place, the Dutch, in a manner, engrof- 
fed the whole trade to Sweden ; whereas, by this regulation, dur Englilh Ihips have lince got a 
lliaie of the trade thither. 

Such immenfe benefits, obtained by this. aft, may well be our juftification for enlarging fo 
much on it ; fince the hiftory of our commerce muft have been left very imperfeft, without 
du!} illuftrati^ng what has been one great means of increafing both our commerce and naval 
power. 

Pcnlionary De Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, parti, chap. 22. treating of the expedi- 
ence of Holland’s cafing its own, and charging foreign manufaftiires with duties, obferves, 
“ That ill this fame year i66o, the Englifh Icttlcd their rates of culloms and convoy-money 
‘‘ fo well, to favour their own people as much as poffible, audio burthen all foreign mailers 
“ of Ihips and merchants,” (he meant by this the Navigation Aft) “ that it is to be feared the 
“ Englifh mercliants may in time bereave the Dutch of much of their trade.” Than which 
there cannot be a^ftrongcr approbation or commendation of our navigation laws. 

Wehavefeen, under the years 1645 and 1656, that wards, liveries, and tenures In capltc, 
and by knights fcrvice, were aholifhed by the Long Parliament, and alio by the Rump. And 
the people of England having enjoyed liie benefits thereof for fifteen years paft, it could not 
but be very acceptable to tlicm to have it legally confirmed, at the reftoration of King Charles 
the Second, in the year 1660, and the twelfth of iiis reign, cap. 24. the preamble to which 
will flicw what opinion the Parliament had of thofe old flavilh dependencies of the people on 
tlic crown, and on the great lord viz. 

Whereas it hath been found, by former experience, that the court of wards and livetics, 
and of tenures by knights fcrvicc, cither of the King or others, or by knights fervice in ca^ 
pltsy orfoccage m capite of the King; and the confequents upon the fame have been much 
more burdenfome, grievous, and prejudicial to the kingdom, than they have been benefi- 
cial to the King. And whereas, fince the intermiffion of the faid court, in. the year 1645, 
“ many perfons have, by will, and otherwife, made difpofal of their lands held by knights 
“ fervice, whereupon diverfe queftions might polhbly arife, unlcfs fome fcafonable remedy 
** be taken, to prevent the fame : — Be it therefore enafted, — That the court of wards and llvc- 
rics, and all wardlhips and liveries, premier -felzinsj and alfo voyagcs-royal and oujire-lcs- 
malnsj values and forfeitures of marriages, by reafon of any tenure of the King’s Majefty, 
or of any other knights fervice, fines for alienations, efeuage, tenures by homage ; and alfo 
aides pur file-marier^ 2 lv\^ pur fair e fiL%- chevalier^ be taken away and difeharged. And that all 
“ tenures before-mentioned be utterly abolllhed ; and all tenures of any honours, manop, 
lands, or any eftate of inheritance at the common law, held either of the King, or of any 
‘‘ other perfon, be hereby turned into free and common foccage, from that time for ever.”— 
By this aft alfo, Purveyance of provifions, &c. for the King’s houfliold, was taken away, 
‘‘ fo as no money or other things fhall be taken, impofed, or levied, for any provifion, car 
riages, or purveyance for the crown. Nor lhall the fubjefts timber, fuel, corn, cattle, 
“ hay, ftraw, viftual, carts, carriage-horfes, hz. be taken away without their free and full 
confent. Neither fhall the rrown hereafter have any pre-emption, in market or out of 
“ market; but the fubjefts fhall freely buy and fell how, and to whom they pleafe, under 
proper penalties and forfeitures.” 

"1 his famous law, which took away all fervile tenures and dependencies, either on the King, 
or on the great lords 3 and alfo, for the future, abfolutcly prevented the arbitrary treatment 
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1660 of the people by the King’s officers, under pretence of purveying or providing for his table, 
journics, &c. was, at that time, in fome degree, looked on as a fecond Magna Charta for 
the people of England. It was therefore judged but reafonable, that the crown, which had 
hereby loft many emoluments, and much power and influence, fhould be rccompenfcd fome 
other way : by this fame aft therefore, “ the duties of excife on malt liquors, cyder, perry, 
“ mead, fpirits or ftrong waters, coffee, tea, fherbet, and chocolate, were fettled on him dn- 
“ ring his life, by way of additional revenue to the tonnage and poundage aft already recited,” 
KS** This is the firft time we meet with the public mention of tea and chocolate, or of coflle, 
in the Statute-book. 

In this fame year 1660, an aft of Parliament, cap. xxxii. again prohibited the exportation of 
live fheep, wool, woollen-yarn, and fullcrs-cartli, of the produce of England and Ireland ; 
upon the forfeiture thereof, and of the Ihips carrying them, and alfo of the penalty of tv/enty 
fliillings for every fheep, and three fhillings for every pound of wool ^ and alfo three months 
imprifonrnent for the maftcr of fuch fhip. 

A claufe was, however, added in behalf of the ifles of Jerfey and Guernfey, Alderney and 
Sark, by granting them licence, annually to export thither three thoufand three hundred tods of 
uncombed wool, each tod not exceeding thirty-two pounds : which licence, it is faid, gave birth 
to the great ftocking-trade of thofc illes, and thereby funk the ftocking-manufafture of Somcr- 
fetlhire, and fome other parts of England. This was the firft legal aft for the exprefs and 
general prohibition of the exportation of wool by Englifli fubjefts. 

Several additions and penalties have fincc been enafted for corroboration thereof; yet 
fuch is the force of the temptation to gain, that, to this day, the complaints of the exporta- 
tion of wool to France and Holland are as loud as ever: and although numberlefs fehemes and 
propofals for new laws and penalties, have fo often been ofFcrcd to the public, yet none of 
them have been hitherto judged prafticablc in every refpeft. 

Some authors tell us, that, in this year, the Dutch Eaft India Company divided fixty 
per cent, on their capital ftock to the proprietors, yet others fay but forty per cent, d'hefe 
large dividends were fometimes made in India fpiccs, efpecially at fuch times as that company’s 
fliips imported a greater quantity tliereof than ufual. 

In this fame memorable year, we have the firft legal aft of Parliament, cap. xxxiv. againft 
the planting of tobacco in England or Ireland : and which firft takes notice, “ of the great 
concern and importance of the colonics and plantations of England in America; and that 
all due and poffiblc encouragement fhould be given to them ; not only as great dominions 
have thereby been added to the imperial crown of England, but alfo, that the ftrength and 
welfare of the kingdom very much depend on tlicm, in regard to the employment of a con- 
“ lidcrable part of its fhipping and feamcn, and of the vent of very great quantities of its na- 
live commodities and manufafturcs; as alfo of their fupplying us with fe^^eral commodities 
formerly furnifhed us by foreigners. And forafmuch as tobacco is one of* the main pro- 
dufts of feveral of thofc plantations, it is hereby prohibited to be planted in England cu: 
Ireland ; as depriving the King of a confiderablc part of his revenue by ciiftoms. Befides 
that, tobacco of our own growth is, by experieiKc, found not to be fo wholfome as our 
plantation tobacco.” 

The firft Earl of Clarendon, (Lord Chancellor) in his own defence, upon his impeach- . 
ment in Parliament, obferved, “ That foon after King Charles’s reftorailon, he ufed all the 
endeavours he could, for preparing and difpofing his Majefty to have a great eftcem of Ihs 
VoL. II. ^3 M plantations. 
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“ plantations, and to encourage the improvement of them : and that he was confirmed in hn 
“ faid opinion and defirc, as fdon as he had a view of the entries at the cuftom-houfe,*by 
“ which he found what a great revenue accrued to the King from thofe plantations: info- 
“ much, that the receipts from thenfce had, upon the matter, repaired the decrcafe of the cuf- 
“ toms, which the late troubles had brought upon other parts of trade.” 

Aithc ingenious author of the Prefent State of England, publilhcd in the year 1683, 
part iii. p. 2^, obferves, that afparagus, artichokes, oranges, and lemons, were then but of a 
late date in England ; we imagine they may have been firft produced with us about or near the 
time of the reftoration j and, probably, the colliflower was rather fomewhat, though very lit- 
tle, later than this time ; as were alfo various kinds of beans, peas, and falads, now in com- 
mon ufc. 

In this fame year, the rates of the poll-office, for England and Ireland, were legally cllab- 
lilhed by a£l of Parliament, cap. xxxv. in the twelfth of Chailes II. much the fame as in the 
year 1653. Letters of one Iheet, to any place not exceeding eighty miles, to be charged but 
two-pence ; and for one of two flieets, four-pence ; and proportionably for larger packets, at 
the rate of eight-pence per ounce : and for one Iheet above the dillance of eighty miles, three- 
pence, and two flreets, fix-pence ; and proportionably twelve-pence per ounce. Alfo one Iheet 
from London to Berwick, three-pence ; two Ihcets, fix-pence j and one Ihilling and fix-pcnce 
per ounce. From Berwick to forty miles diftance, two-pence ; and for two Iheets, fouf- 
pcnce ; and per ounce, eight-pence. And from Berwick farther than forty miles, a fingle let- 
ter four-pence ; and a double letter, or two Iheets, eight-pence ; and one Ihilling per ounce.-— 
From any part of England to Dublin, one Iheet, fix-pence ; and two Iheets, one Hulling ; 
and two Ihillings per ounce. From Dublin to any part of Ireland, forty miles diftant, two- 
pence ; and two llieets, four-pence ; and eight-pence per ounce ; and double for a greater dif- 
tance. The foreign letters we omit, for brevity’s fake, as they are in every counting-houfe. 

This revenue was found to bring in twenty-one tlioufand five hundred pounds, when it and 
the wine liceiifes were fettled, in the year 1663, on the Duke of York. All the foregoing 
a£ls of Pailiamcnt being made without the bifliops, and that Parliament being diflblved on the 
twentieth of December, 1660, the next Parliament, in the thirteenth year of King Charles 
the Second, cap. xiv. thought fit to re-enaft all the faid afts. 

Till King William the Third’s reign, there was no a£l of Parliainent in Scotland concern- 
ing polls, though it is certain they had pofts long before. By a refolution of the Committee 
of the Britilh Houfe of Commons, on the twenty -eighth of March, 1735, and agreed to by 
the faid Houfe of Commons, it appears, that Members of Parliament franking their lettr— 
was coeval with this eftablilhment, viz. 

Refolvcd, That it is the opinion of this comrmttee, that the privilege of franking-letters 
“ by the knights, citizens, and burgefles, chofen to reprefent the Commons in Parliament, 
“ began with the crefting a poll-office within this kingdom, by aft of Parliament. — And that 
“ all letters, irot exceeding two ounces, figned by, or direfted to, any Member of this -Houfe, 
“ during the fitting of every feffion of Parliament, and forty days before, and forty days after, 
“ every fummons or prorogation, ought to be carried and delivered , freely from all parts of 
“ Great Britain and Ireland, without any charge of poftage.” 

It was not till after King Charles the Second’s reftoration, that the French began firft to in- 
vade the ifland of Newfoundland, till then folely poftefted by England. They foon fett^d 
«n the foutliern coaft of it, by the aid they had from their colony in Caiuda, and ftrongly 
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1660 fortified themfelves at Placentia ; where they continued to encroach on the Englifh in the 
wars of King William and Queen Anne : the various hiftorlcui events whereof, relating to 
this ifland, would be too tedious'^, and little to our purpofe ; fince, as we lhall lee, it was cn* 
tircly reftored to England in the year 1713. 

It is certain that there is a vaft profit accruing to the public from the Newfoundland fiihery, 
chiefly carried on from the weftern ports of the kingdom. It breeds great numbers of excel- 
lent feamen : it keeps up a great number of fhipping ; it employs many various trades ; it per- 
haps gains us almofl: four hundred thoufiuid pounds per annum increafe to the national flock 
of treafurc, from Portugal, Spain, and Italy, to which countries moft of the fiflr is carried, 
what is fliippcd for Britain and Ireland being but injonfidcrable, when compared with what is 
fent to thole countries : and fome alfo is font to the fugar iflands. Computations have been 
made, that a fliip of one hundred tons ufually carries to market as much filli as yields tlircc 
thoufand pounds, of wliich two thonlaiid pounds is faid to be clear gain ; which lhcvv<;, tli^t 
the filhery is of all trades the moil profitable. There were ufually t*.7o different ways of con- 
ducing that trade, viz. 

Firft, Such as viCual and man their fliips from Poole, Dartmouth, and Biddeford, and 
other weftern ports, and refort early to the Banks of Newfoundland, to fiih on their own pro- 
per account : — Or, 

Sccondlv, Thofc who fail direftly to the land, and pnrehafe thofe cargoes of the fifliers ; 
or elfc of the inhabitants from their ftages. The banks are vaft fhoals of fand-hills, lying on 
the ocean, on which the cod delight to be in infinite numbers. Train-oil is drawm from their 
livers in conlidcrable quantities. On thofe banks, and on the coafts of Newfoundland, off 
the harbours in floops, there have been fecn fix or feven hundred fhips, of different nations, 
fifliing at the fame time. 

In this fame year 1660, Sir Thomas Modyford, an eminent planter in the ifland of Barba- 
does, having acquired a vaft fortune there, chofc to remove from thence, ai\d fettle in Ja- 
maica, where he inftrufted the young Englilh planters to cultivate the lugar-cane; for which, 
and his other great improvements, he was afterwards appointed governor of the faid ifland of 
Jamaica, and fo continued from 1663, to 1669, 

About this time, the Hollanders attempted the conqueft of Goa, the chief fetllcmcnt of the 
Portuguefc in Eaft India ; but it being then probably in a better condition than it has fince 
been, they were not able to take it, although tliey blocked up the bar of that city for twelve 
years together. 

Goa was ftill a magnificent city, full of churches and monaftcries ;♦ fomc accounts fav, to 
the number of eighty ; and that its diftrift extended forty miles along the coaft, and fifteen 
miles within land. That there were then about thirty thoufand perfons in its diftrivft, who 
lived by the church ; being equal in number to the laity there, fa moll wife nation, finely!) 
befide fifty thoufand native Indians. Yet it is no wonder that moft of the laity are deferibed 
to be poor, fince the clergy fwallow up the bulk of its riches. Goa is, in our time, much 
decayed ; occafioned chiefly indeed by Portugal’s having loft moft of its fcttlements and fafto- 
ries in India: yet it was deferibed, fome years ago, to have one hundred and forty thoufand 
people, of all forts, under the Portuguefc dominion, in the ifles of Goa, South Salfet, and 
Bardes ; whither three or four large vcfTcls went yearly from Portugal, but now probably not 
fo many. 
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1660 We may here take notice, that in this fame year, an aft of Parliament pafled, though here 
fomewhat out of its place, cap. xxii. in favour of the Dutch or Flemings at Colclicftcr, who 
had firft brought into England^ in Queen Elizabeth’s time, the manufafture of bayes. 

“ Hereby, tlie governor of the Dutch Baye-hall in that town, and the Dutch people be- 
longing to that community, were confirmed in all the privileges and immunities which they 
“ hffd at anyj)rcccding time enjoyed, for the weM governing of their faid trade. — And all 
bayes made in that town, were hereby direfted to be firft carried ta their Row-hall, to be 
fearched and ftamped, before they be fold.” 

Wheat, per quarter, two pounds fifteen Ihillings and fijc-pence. — Chronicon Prcciofum. 

In this twelfth year of King Charles the Second, both his gold and filver money were coined 
into the fame pieces as in the fecond year of his father, (fee the year i6a6) and was all ham- 
mered till 1663, when milled money was coined. 

In this very remarkable year, 1660, was the Royal Society of London firft formed and incor- 
porated, by King Charles the Second; of which the author of this work does not prefume to 
give the complete and perfeft charaftcr and cutogium. It is fufficrent for his purpofe only to 
remark, that its improvements in aftronomy and geography, arc alone fufficient to exalt its 
reputation, and to demonftrate its great utility even to the mercantile world, without infifting 
on its many and great improvements in other arts and fciences, fome of which have alfo a re- 
lation to commerce, navigation, manufaftures, mines, agriculture, &c. 

Voltaire, in his Age of Lewis the Fourteenth, vol. ii. obferves, “ That to this illuftrious 
fociety the world is indebted for the late difeoveries relating to light, — the principle of gra- 
‘‘ vitation,— the motion of the fixed ftars, — the geometry of tranfeendant qualities,— and an 
“ hundred other difeoveries, which, in this refpeft, might juftly denominate the age we fpcak 
of to be the Age-of the Englifh, as well as the Age of Lewis the Fourteenth.” 

In 1666, the great Colbert, emulous of this glory to England, brought King Lewis the 
F ourtcenth of F rance, at the requeft alfo of feveral other men of learning, to eftablilh the French 
jicademy of Sciences^ which, in 1669, became an incorporated body, like ours of London; as 
fevcial others have fiiice been in other countries of Europe. 

So greatly was the commerce, and, confequcntly, the wealth of England incrcaftd by this 
time, that feveral political writers (and particularly the anonymous author of the Happy Fu- 
ture State of England, thought by fome to be the then Earl of Anglcfey, publiftied in folio, 
in the year 1689, and often before quoted) arc of opinion, that the revenue of England, at the 
lefloration, was quintuple of what it was at the reformation from Popery, in King Henry the 
Eighth’s time. T his, we apprehend, may be probable enough ; yet no author, that we know 
of, has clearly made it out to be prccifely fuch a proportion of incrcafe ; and therefore we fliall 
leave it as wc found it, rather than miflead our readers by pofitive allertioiis, void of abfolutdJ 
proof, which it is not eafy to come at. 

Whilft the Eaft India trade from England remained, in a manner, free and open, viz. from 
*^53 incident in Eaft India had well nigh made an open breach between our two 

Houfes of Parliament, after the reftoration, and made a great buftlc for fome years. 

In the faid year 1657, Thomas Skinner, a merchant, had fitted out a fhip for India, where 
he arrived in 1658. At the fame time, the then Eaft India Company had a new charter from 
Cromwell, and their agents feized on his jhip and merchandize, and on his houfc and illand 
of Barella, which he had bought of the King of Jamby. Thofe agents even denied him a 
paffage home ; fo that he was obliged to journey over land from India to Europe. His cafe^ 
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1-660 and the learned law debates about it, take up an entire oftavo book : but though formerly it 
bore a great price, it is now of little value. For feveral years after the refloration, Skinner 
made lamentable complaints to the King, who at length recommended his cafe to a Committee 
of the Council, and next to the Houfe of Peers, to whom alfo Skinner petitioned for redrefs. 
The Peers direfted the Eaft India C >mpany to anfwcr, who pleaded their exclufjve privileges and 
trade in and to India, and alfo demurred to the Lords jurifdiftion, as not coming to them re- 
gularly, by appeal from an inferior court. — The Lords over-rule this pica, and, in 1666, appoint 
Skinner’s cafe to be pleaded at their bar ; yet the Company found means to get it poftponed lo 
the year 1O67, when they again demur as before, and at the fame time petition the lloufe of 
Commons againft the proceedings of the Houfe of Lords, which they alleged to be contrary 
to law. The Lords hereupon were greatly inflamed, and finally gave Skinner five tlK)\ fanci 
pounds damages, to be paid by tlie Eaft India Company. This inflamed the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who hereupon not only pafs fomc very warm voles againft the Houfe of Lords, but 
fend poor Skinner prifoncr to the Tower. The I^crds arc thereby farther inflamed, and vote 
the Company’s petition to the Houfe of Commons to be falfc and fcandalous. Hereupon the 
Commons refolvc, that whoever fhould execute thc.fentcncc of the Lords, in favour of 
** Skinner, fhould be deemed a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the Commons of Eng- 
land, and an infringer of the privileges of their Houfe.” Thofe violent heats obliged the 
Kj^g to adjourn the Parliament feven times, and the quarrel reviving in the feflion of 1670, 
the King called both Houfes to Whitehall, and prevailed on them to erafe all the votes, &c. 
of both Houfes on this fubjeft. Thus it ended, after many eJaborfttc difquifitions on the jii- 
rifdiftion of either Houfe of Parliament: nor does it clearly appear, that Skinner ever had 
any redrefs at all. 

^ Vide the Grand Qiicftion concerning the jurifdiftion of the Houfe of Peers, ftated and 
argued : in the Cafe of Thomas Skinner. Odavo ; two hundred and nineteen pages. Lon- 
don i66g. 

1661 In the year i66t, King Charles the Second, in this thirteenth year of his reign, granted a 
new or fupplcmentary charter to the Englilh Levant or Turkey Company. Whereby, after 
ratifying and confirming that Company’s firft charter, granted, in the year 1605, it is dircfl- 
cd, “ that no perfon refiding within twenty miles of London, excepting noblemen and gen- 
“ tlemcn of quality, Iball be admitted into the freedom of the faid Company, unlels firft made 
“ free of the city of London.” So hereby all perfons who from thenceforth defireJ to trade 
to Turkey, and were not free of the city of London, were put to a conlidcrable additional ex- 
pence in taking up the faid freedom, which has been fince frequently found fault with. 

After the reftoration of King Charles the Second, the Englifh Eaft India Oompanv being 
fuppofed, notwitliftanding the diforders in it of late years, ftill to cxift, as eftablifhed by 
Queen Elizabeth, King Japies, and King Charles the Firft, obtained of that Prince a new 
and exclufivc charter, dated the third of April, 1661, by the old name of the Governor and 
Company of Merchants of London, trading to the Eaft Indies. “ It was to confift of a go- 
“ vernor, a deputy governor, and twenty-four committees,” fince called clireftors, to be 
“ annually elefted ; the limits of their trade the fame as in thofe former charters. They,” 
u e. every freeman of this Company, ‘‘ their foils at twenty-one years of age, their appren- 
tices, faftors, and fervants, employed in this trade, might freely trade to India, in fucli 
manner only as a general court ihould direft. The Company to have perpetual fucceflion, 
to make bye laws, and impofe penalties not repugnant to the laws of England;— might ex- 
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port only fifty thoiifand pounds in foreign filver annually. — And, in time of reftraint, to 
‘‘ he allowed hx good fliips and lix good pinnaces, with five hundred mariners, to fail ye irly 
“ to ndia ; unicfs ilic King fliouicl judge proper to flop them fiom going, in order to rein- 
“ force his royal navy for dcicu c of the realm, on urgent occafions. — None other fliould 
‘‘ tra lc t > Jiidia v;it!u)ut ihcii iicc.icc, on pain of forfeiting fliips and goods, one half to tae 
ciowi\, o\^. half to the Companv — 'I'liey might admit into their freedom all fuch appren- 
tu'c , f dors, /.nu Icrva Its of anv freeman of the Company, and all fuch others, as a ma- 
‘‘ jority ofth dr pci'eral courts fhould chufe. — The Company muft import, within fix. months 
“ afier eve: v voyruje, at Icaft as mucli filver as they carried out. — All their gold and filver ex- 
po.iod ujuil be iiiippcd at Londen, l.>:nrmouth, or Plymouth. — Adventurers to have votes 
“ in r>w^po*tioa to their flock paid in on the refpeftive voyages — Five hundred pounds flock 
w) ii; _ ojic vote; and any fuch freemen as have paid in lefs than five hundred pounds 
‘‘ t : dm together, and make up five hundred pounds, or one vote, jointly. The Com- 
i»air to have a d enjoy all plantations, forts, fiiftories, &c. in tlic Kafl Indies ; — may crcdl 
“ nev; foitificatioiis there, or at St. Helena, immediately under their command; — lhall have 
fix r id fix months time for ilie payment of the King’s cuftoms, /. r. half in fix months, 
andnlic other half fix months after. And if any goods, which fliall have paid cuflom, flinll 
“ he loll, the cullom lhall he returned to the lofers ; — may appoint governors, judges, Kc. 
‘‘ thereof, and may judge all perfons living under them, botli in civil and criminal caufes ;— 
“ might make war and peace with any prince or people that arc not Chriftians, wlftiin their 
“ limits, as fiiall be mofl for the benefit of their trade, and may rccompenfe themfclvcs on 
‘‘ the goods, eftates, or people there who fhall injure them ; — may build, plant, and fortify 
at St. Helena, and clfcwhere, within their limits ; — may tranfport fuch numbers of men as 
“ they lhall think fit, being willing thereunto, and govern them there, In luch legal manner 
“ as the Company lliall think fit, and may infiift puniflimcnts, fines, &c. for mifdcmeanors ; 

may feizc on the perfons of all fuch Englifli fubjefts, failing in any Indian or Englifli 
“ vcffcl, or inhabiting there without the Company’s leave firfl obtained, and may fend them 
to Eng nd.— Perfons in the Company’s fervicc, appealing from the fcntcncc of the gover- 
ners, &c. in India, arc to be lent home ro receive fentence of the Company, agreeable to 
the laws of the land. — Governors, &c. in India may examine, upon oath, all fadlors, maf- 
“ ters, purfers, &c. for difeovery of injuries.” 

Firfi provifo, That this Company may not trade to any place within their limits, already 
“ polfclTed by any Chriflian Prince or State in amity with his Majefty, without the confent of 
“ fuch Prince or State. 

Second provifo, ‘‘ That in cafe the continuance of this charter, or of any part thereof, fliall 
hereafter appear to the King or his fuccefibrs, not to be profitable to the crown or kingdom; 
then, after three years warning given to this Company by the crown, this prefent charter 
fliall be void to all intents and purpofes.” The reft is only a repetition of the claufcs in 
Qi^ccn Elizabeth’s charter, in the year 1600, to which tliereforc, for brevity’s fake, we refer. 

Thus the very people and their capital ftock, re-incorporated by Cromwell in the year 
1657, were now again legally cftabliflied and confirmed by this charter; in which, however, 
there were feme powers, relating to punilhments of delinquents, &c. that were afterwards 
deemed illegal and arbitrary. 

By this charter it appears, that this Company had not, in the manner of our modern Eaft 
Jndia Company, one foie transferable joint ftock j but that every one, who was free of this 
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1661 Company, paid a certain fimi of money to the Company, on the fitting out of their voyages, 
for which he had credit in the Company’s books, and had his proportionable dividend on ilie 
profits offuch refpedlive voyage. The whole inveftments were made by the Company in tlicir 
corporate capacity : but they were not cftablilhed as an irrevocable corporation, as they might 
be diffolved on three years notice. 

By the petition of Charles Lord Baltimore, a minor, to the Parliament, in the year 1715, 
againft a bill then depending, for the better regulation of the charter and proprietary govern- 
ments in America, &c. it is fet forth, “ that in this year 1661, Charles Lord Baltimore 
“ failed to his province of Maryland : and that from the riill fettlemcnt of that province, in 
the year 1635, till this voyage of his faid lordlhip, being twenty-fix years, Maryland had 
yielded little or nothing to the family: but that, nevcrthclcfs, the duties on tobacco plant- 
“ ed there, in that time, had brought in a couliderablc revenue to the crown^ at the Iblc 
charge of that family.” 

In this lame year 1661, the Dutch Eall India Company were driven out of the ifland of 
Formofa by the Chinefe, after they had held it from the year 1635, when they expelled the 
Portuguefe, The Dutch hereupon retired to and fortified on (bine fmall illes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Formofa. 

In the courfc of the fame year, the faid Dutch Company bad expelled the Portugueie out 
of the following important forts and ports on the coaft of Malabar, viz. Coulan, Cauanor, 
Cochin, Cranganor, and Calicut, though with much difficulty. 

By an aft of Parliament of the thirteenth and fourteenth of King Charles the Second, 
cap. ii. for repairing the highways and fewers, and paving and keeping clean the ilrects in 
and about London and Wefiminfter ; and for reforming of annoyances and dilbrders there; 
and for regulating and licenfing of hackney coaches ; and for tlic enlarging of fevcral iiiait and 
inconvenient llreets and palfiiges ; it appears, that many new llrcets were then fcarccly hnilh- 
ccHn and about St. James’s parifii : 

Firfl, 'File following common highways and new built flrccts are direfted to be Immediate- 
ly repaired and new pavcth viz. 

“ I hc llrcet or way from the end of Petty France to St. James’s Iloufc,” tliis definition 
is at prclcnt fo dark, that it is now difficult to know what part was meant, ‘‘ one other llrect 
“ from St. James’s rfoufe up to the highway,” i.c, now called St. jamcs’s-fucet, “ one 
other ftrcct in St. Jamcs's-fields, commonly called the I’alUmall, and aifo one other ftreet 
“ beginning from the Meufc up to Piccadilly,” /. r. St. James’s Hav-marker, “ and froiii 
“ thence tow^ards the Stone Bridge, to the furthernioft building near the Hu!!, at the corner of 
Air-llreet.” Thefe were hereby direfted to be paved. — At the rate of iixtceu-]>cnce for 
every fquare yard, out from the houfes or garden walls to the middle of tlie way, at tlie cx- 
pcncc of the proprietors of thofe houfes, he. 

Secondly, 'Flic other ways to be kept in repair out of the money arifing from four Inindrcd 
hackney craches hereby direfted to be licenced, at five pounds to be paivl annually for every 
coach. The rates of the faid coaches, by the day, by the hour, and by the ground, hirrcby 
eftabllfiicd cxaftly the fame as at this day. . 

I'hiidly, Candles or lights in lanthorns to be hung out by every lioiin]oIder fronting the 
firects, in London, Wefiminfter, aadfuburbs, from Michaelmas to LaJy-ciay, from its bciiig 
chnk until nine in the cvenmg. 
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Fourthly, The following ftrects and narrow paflagcs arc hereby dircAed to be widens 
cd, viz. 

The ftreet or paflage near Stocks in London. — The ftreet or paflage from Fleet Conduit to 
St. Paul’s Church iii London.— The paflage from the White Hart Inn from the Strand, into 
Govent Garden. — The flreet and paflage by and near Exeter Houfe and the Savoy, being 
-obftrufled by a rail and the unevennefs of the ground thereabouts. — The paflage and ftreet of 
St. Martin’s-lane out of the Strand. — l^he paflage or ftreet of Field-lanc, commonly called 
Jack-au-apcs-laiie, going between Chancery-lane and Lincoln’s-inn-fields.— The paflage and 
gate-houfe of Chcapfidc into St. Paul’s Church-prd.— "Jlie paflage againft St. Dunftan’s 
Church in the Weft, being obttruAed by a wall.— The ftreet and paflTage by and near the weft 
end of the poultry in London.— And the paflage at Temple-bar. “ Ail thefe were deemed 
“ very incommodious to coaches, carts, and paflengers, and prejudicial to Commerce and 
“ trading.” 

All which circcmftanccs flicw too plainly, how very inelegant as well as Inconvenient a 
great part of the city of* London was at this time ; and alfo how much the liberty of Weft- 
niinfter wa‘s conftantly incrcafing in new ftreets and buildings, the confequcncc of our in- 
crealing commerce and wealth. So much is the great contiguity of London altered fince that 
period, that foinc part of this defeription is difficult to be traced at this prefent time. 

More Proteftant DifTcnters about this time go from'England and Scotland, in confiderabic 
numbers, to New England, to avoid perfecution and reftraints at home. So wifely was the 
public or natlorval intcieft condufted, 

Hoftilities WTre carried on between the Portuguefe and the Dutch till the year 1661 ; when, 
on the one hand, the Portuguefe having driven the Dutch out of the rich and greatly exten- 
live province of lirafil, whilft, on the other hand, the Dutch Eaft India Company had con- 
quered from Portugal the beft places and pofts they had fo long poflcflTcd in the Eaft Indies; 
it was fettled by treaty, that the uti pojjidcth fliould be the ground of fuch a treaty* fo each 
potentate v\ms to retain what they w^ert then aAaally poflTeflcd of. - 

We may here make a fliort remark on the preamble of another law, of this fame fcfljon of 
Parliament, cap. v. entitled, An A A for regulating the making of Stuff’s in Norfolk and Nor- 
wich, viz. that it fays, 

“ The faid trade of wxaving of fluffs hath of late times been very much increafed, and great 
variety of nevv forts of fluffs have been invented: fo that the power given by the flatutc of 
the 1‘cventccnth of King Kdw^ard IV. cap. i. is not fufficient for the regulating of the lame ; 
and that the number of the W’a4:dcns by the fame aA appointed being but eight, are too few 
‘‘ for the governing and ordering of the fame trade ; wherefore there fliall be twelve wardens 
and thirty afliftants, for regulating the manufaAiirc of worfteds and Norwich fluffs.’^ 

"I'his flatutc fhews the very great incrcafe of thofe light manufaAurcs. 

Tlie lilk manufaAure of London was become fo conflderable in the thirteenth and four- 
teenth years of King Charles the Second, tliat the preamble to the aA of Parliament, cap. xv. 
for regulating the trade of fiJk-throwing, obferves, “ tliat the laid Company of fllk-throwflcrs,” 
as it is expreffed in their petition, “ employ above forty tlioufand men, women, and children 
“ therein.” 

After this lime wc find divers aAs of Parliament in this and fuccceding reigns, for regulat- 
ing the filk manufaAure at home, and the importation of raw and thrown filk from foreign 
parts ; many of which w'crc temporary, otliers have been repealed or altered, and the reft of 
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a66i Httlc information to the generality of readers, until we come to the eighth of King George 
the Firft, in 1722. 

In this fame feffion of Parliament, cap. xviii. anotlw a£t pafled, againft the exporting of 
live fhcep, wool, woollen yarn, fullers earth, fulling clay, and tobacco pipe clay. Addition- 
al laws have lince this time been made for this very important end : but, once for all, we lhall 
take the liberty to remark, tjiat tliey have by no means anfwcrcd the end, though reinforced 
by fevercr penalties. So difficult a talk it is cffedurdly to mafter an evil, of which immediate 
and confiderable gain is tlic objeft. 

So vaft were the profits of the commerce of the Dutch Eafl: India Company, tliat for this 
fame year 1661, that Company divided forty per ceivt. to the Proprietors of their capital flock. 

An aft of Parliament, of the ninth of King Edward 111 . having prohibited the melting 
•down of any filvcr halfpenny or farthing, for the making of plate, or for any other piirpofe 
whatever; and another aft, of the feventeenth of King Richard 11 . having prohibited the like 
melting down of filvcr groats and iialf groEts ; thofe denominations being the highefl filvcr 
coins tlicii ill ufe; the goldfmiths and refiners, at this time, taking advantage of the ftrift: 
letter of the faid twoafts to conclude, that there was no penalty for melting dowm of the filvcr 
coins of an higher denomination than were then in being, took the liberty to elude tlic faid 
penalty. A law was therefore made this year, cap. xxxi. fourteenth of Cliarlcs IL againft the 
melting down of any of our filvcr coins, upon* the penalty of forfeiting the fame and double 
the value. — Yet, in this, as well as in the laws prohibiting the exportation of our wool, the 
temptation of immediate profit gets the better of all rcflraiiits whatever. 

In this fame year 1661, the Parliament of Scotland, who in moft matters relating to com- 
merce, more cfpecially fince the union of the crowns, wifely followed clofc at the heels of the 
Englifli, paffed a navigation aft, entitled, for the encouraging of fliipping and navigation. 
But theirs was not to extend to importations from Afia, Africa and America, Ruffia and Italy, 
till fo declared by a fubfequent aft, or by their private council, or their council of trade, — nor 
to corn in time of dearth. — Alfo that all goods Ihippcd in foreign vefiTcls, or belonging to 
aliens, fliould pay double duty. 

At this time alfo the ]\'irliamcnt of Scotland pafled an aft, for crefting of companies for the 
improvement of the herring and white filheries, — And in this and fuccccding reigns, down 
to the confolidating union of the two kingdoms, they granted various bounties on the ex- 
j->ortation of fifh of all kinds : and made many good laws, cfpecially fince the reftoration, for 
the regulation of their commerce, and of their linen and woollen nianufaftures, f^c. All 
Vhich being now of little or no ufe, we have not thought them worth while to enlarge on. 

After the prohibitions by two feveral afts of Parliament, and two royal proclamations, 
againft the ufe of the till then, fo called, pernicious material ufed in dying called logwood; 
^et, by cap. xi. of the thirteenth and fourteenth of King Charles the Second, all the faid laws 
and prohibitions are repealed : it being now found, fays that^aft, entitled, Frauds and Almfes 
in his Majefty’s Cuftoms prevented and regulated, “ that the ingenious induftry of thefe times 
hath taught the dyers of England the art of fixing the colqurs made of logwood, alias block- 
wood, fo as that, by experience, they arc found as kfting and ferviccablc as the colours 
made with any other fort of dying wood.’* 

At this time, King Charles the Second fhamefully delivered up to France the country of 
Nova Scotia, (and fuch part of Canada, fay our common hiftorians, as was held by our pco- 
j)le, if any part of the latter was now polTelTed by us, of which 1 much doubt) Fonner ac- 
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i66i counts of thofe countries being however related with fuch great carclclTncfs, as if they bad 
merited very little regard by our own hiftorians. 

As the treaty of alliance between King Charles the Second of England, and King Charles 
the eleventh of Sweden, for the mutual fccurity of their dominions and trade, concluded in 
this year i66i, vol. iii. p. 240 and 253, of the General Colleftion of Treaties of Peace and 
Cdminerce^publiftied in four volumes, in 1732, contains nothing new or particular, we need ^ 
only to mention it in this place, for the further information of fuch as would defire to 
fee it. 

And the fame may be faid of a treaty between England and Denmark, in this year, ibid. 
p. 254 and 263, which is alfo doubtful whether it was ever executed. 

Many and loud complaints had been made by the merchants and clothiers of Exeter and 
other parts of the weft of England, who, not being free of the Company of Merchant- 
adventurers of England, were by that Company ftiled interlopers ; as particularly, in the year 
1638, to the Houle of Commons, and alfo in the years 1643 and 1645. 

They were again complained of in Parliament in this year 1661, by them; who, in their 
remonftrance, termed that Company Monopolizers, and Obftrufters of the fale of our Wool* 
len Manufaftures. And as it is poflible, that fomc fuch objeftions, however llightly ground- 
ed, may fome time or other be Itereafter renewed, and that it will alfo throw fome light upon 
the ftate, &c. of our juftly beloved woollen manufafture, and will give a diftinfl ftate of that. 
Company’s condition at that time. We ftiall as briefly as poffiblo fet down their objeftions, 
with that Company’s anfwer, viz. 

In general, it was objeflod, 

“ That the confirming the whole trade of the manufaftures of wool fent to Germany and 
the Netherlands, being the greateft ftaple commodity of England, to one particular com- 
pany of men, who call theinfelves the only Merchant-adventurers, is detrimental to all 
** in general, and particularly to thofe of Exeter and Dcvonfiiirc : for, 

** Firft, They make the clothiers take what price they pleafe, by fufpending the buying of 
their goods brought to market, until neceflity obliges them to fell even for lofs* They 
moreover frequently ftint or limit the number of cloths to be fliipped, and allot to each 
merchant how much he Jfhall fhip for his particular proportion : fo that the governor, de- 
puty, and committees may ferve themfelves and friends with the greateft fliarc : which is 
not only prejudicial to the reft, but docs alfo hinder the putting off fo much more cloth 
abroad. 

Secondly, The Company cOnfines the vent of this great ftaple commodity to a few places* 
at home, as the trade of all the weft countries to London. Whereas Exeter and other 
‘‘ places ought to have liberty to fliip oflf their goods from ^thc neareft port; whereby much» 
‘‘ charge might be faved.” 

Their confining the ftaples of our cloths abroad to one or two towns in each country, was 
alfo complained of; and this alfo created uneafinefs in thofe countries ; Amfterdam, for in- 
llance, and other Dutch towns, formerly took it extremely ill, that Rotterdam alone, for all 
Holland, Ihould be the foie ftaple for woollen goods from Phigland, 

“ Thirdly, By the two refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, in the year 1624, for liberty 
** to all merchants, as well as thofe called Merchant-adventurers, to export dozens, kerfics, 
and new manufaftures, as well as dyed dreffed, and coloured cloths, into Germany and tlie 
** Netherlands, the Englifli traders increafed in number, and the Dutch fell off from making. 
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1661 of cloths, fo as not to make four thoufand cloths in the year 1632. But the Company bc- 

ing again encouraged by means of their purfe, &c, the I>/utch again incrcafed to twenty 
thoufand cloths per annum, and many of our manufafturing people fettled in Holland. 

“ Fourthly, This Company make their embarkations but thrice in the year, which hinders 
** the clothiers from felling their goods but juft at thofc times, and that only to two towns 
“ beyond fea. 

Fifthly, The heavy impofitions and fines they lay on the manufacturers amount to near 
‘‘ as much as the King’s cuftoms : infomuch, that from 1616 to 1641 they raifed, as appears 
** by their own books, one Inindred and eighty-two thoufand two hundred and ninety- five 
pounds, befide what duties they received beyond fea : ’whereby the cheapnefs of our corn- 
modities is hindered, and the Dutch are encouraged to improve their manufacture of w’^ool- 
“ len goods, as they have greatly done for the laft forty or fifty years. 

Sixthly, The Company ftriClly tics their members to trade only to tw'o towns, viz. 
Hamburg and Dort ; the latter of which is inconveniently fituated for vending the goods 
“ into the inland parts. 

Seventhly, In the Company’^ prefent condition, they arc indebted forvaft fuins, which 
cannot be difeharged but by railing it on our manufactures. 

Eighthly, The great inconvenience of the power this Company arrogates of impofing of 
“ oaths, and levying of fines and taxes on their fellow fubjeCts, complained of, although they 
“ were never yet eftablilhcd by law ; and have been fo complained of from time to time thefe 
“ hundred and fixty years. 

Ninthly, That this monopolizing Company did in all tranfport but two hundred and 
“ twenty-five pieces of woollen goods from Midl'ummer to Michaelmas 1661 : and yet five or 
fix Exeter merchants, not free of the Company, did, within the faid quarter of a year, buy 
“ and export beyond fea nine thoufand two hundred and fifty-four pieces of tlie faid woollen 
goods. That Company employs Ihips, but feldom in coraparifoii of otlier merchants, nor 
“ the fourth part of the mariners that other merchants do. 

** Tenthly, That the unlimited power given to this Company by their charter is a great 
“ inconvenience, and repugnant to the ftatute of the twelfth of King Henry VII. cap. vi. 
“ For they arc thereby impowered to make what rules and ordinances thcy-fliall think fit, for 
“ the fupport of their privileges, and may not only compel thofe of their fcllowfhip, but 
even all others ufing trade with woollen manufactures in their prccinCts to obey the 
fame.’* 

Parker, in his pamphlet called Free Trade, printed In the year 1645, fays. That this feU 
lowfliip at their marts beyond fea, takes of every Englilhman at his firft coming forty pounds 
fterling, as a fine for liberty buy and fell his own proper goods. In confequcncc of which 
practice all merchants not being of that fellowfhip witlidraw from the faid marts ; which pre- 
vents the vent of the woollen cloth of this realm. 

On the other hand, the Company, in their'own vindication, replied in fubftance as fol- 
lows, viz. 

“ I. The Company does not pretend to be the only Merchant-adventurers, althougli their 
diartcrs ftilc them The Merchant-adventurers of England; yet they count ir their honour 
** that they are no Company of one city, town, or burgh, but a national Corporation, and 
‘‘ difperfed all over the kingdom : that they all meet together in their marts abroad, where 
their confultations are for the intereft of the whole kingdom in tlie clodiing trade, and 
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1661 where a majority, of the freemen aad traders prefent, governs in all matters. Yet nothing. 
“ can be concluded in that chief mart town beyond fca but by the concurrence of that other 
court which refidcs in the United Netherlands, and of this here in London. And this 
court at London maintains a correfpondcncc all along with all other their dillinft courts^ 
“ as of York, Hull, and Newcaftlc; and Exeter once had one of their moft confidcrablcr 
co\irts in il^ though now there be only one member there. 

“ II. They deny their opponents accufations of Hinting the exportations, or of diftreffing 
“ the clothiers in the falc of their goods ; as alfo the confining the vent of the weftern couii- 
ties to London ; feeing any freeman may fliip his goods dircdlly abroad from the next port^ 
“ as from York, Hull, Beverley, Leeds, Ncwcaflle, Hartlcpoole, Stockton, Norwich, Yar- 
mouth, Lynn, Ipfwich, Colchefter, and all other ports of England, where they have- 
“ members. 

“ 111 . 'I'hat as the faid fiatute of the twelfth of King Henry VII. cap. vi. relates only to 
freedom of commerce during the four marts, for which alfo they were to pay the Company 
‘‘ ten marks, that aft can be of no force at prefent, feeing thofe marts arc in difufc in the 
“ Netherlands. And it is enough, that the fellowfliip fubmits to the Parliament’s pleafurc 
to admit all men that can relifh government on fucli conditions and limitations of fines as 
they lhall direft. 

“ IV. That, in anfwer to tlic hundred and eighty-two thoufand two hundred and ninety- 
** five pounds faid to be raifed on the trade by the fcllowfliip in twenty-five years time, they 
“ fay, that when they were diffolved, in order to make room for &ir William Cockayne’s 
projeft of dying and drcfling of cloths before exportation, the fellowflnp was indebted a 
good fum of money.’ — That after their charters were reftored, they were engaged in fevcral 
fervices both to the King and Queen of Bohemia, and to King James and King Charles I. 
To which, if the charge of fix fcveral rcfidenccs, and of courts abroad and at home be 
added, it will appc.ar, they were no ill hufbands ; and that this fum was not fo burdenfome 
“ to be raifed cn the manufaftures iivfo long a traft of time. For tlie impofition laid on 
cloths is but about one per cent, and in recompcnce for this one per cent, the Company’s 
‘‘ immunities abroad, and their freedoms there, by treaties, from taxes, tolls, watch and 
“ ward, &c. which others not free of the fcllowlhip muft pay in the Netherlands and Ger- 
many, are worth three per cent, to their members. 

** V. That it is true, they owe a large debt, occafioned partly by the misfortunes of the 
civil wars, &c. and partly from the oppofition of the interlopers ; and they tliink it rca- 
fonable that it fhould be paid off, though very gradually, by contributions or taxes on the 
commerce. 

“ VI. If the fcilowfhip be not as yet eftablifhed by any l|w, it is now fubmitted, whether 
it is not more than time it fliould be fettled by aft of Parliament. 

** VII. I'he fellowfhip take care, that the rich over-grown traders fhall not engrofs the 
“ whole traffic ^ but there fhall be room for younger and fmaller traders to employ tlicir 
flocks. 

‘‘ VIII. They carefully infpeft the true making of cloth. 

“ IX. They have done more, and been at greater cxpencc, to prevent the exportation of 
our wools and fullers earth, than all the other corporations and merchants in England. 

Laftly, T hey infilled, that unlefs their corporation be fupported, and even legally efta- 
blifhed, all the privileges and advantages which our commerce has for many ages enjoyed 
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1661 In foreign parts, beyond other nations, mirft necefTarily fall with their fcllowfhip : and the 

kingdom at home be left without a ftiadowof regulation in its greateft concernment.’’ 

After this time wc hear no more of this Company’s complaints againft feparate traders, nor, 
on the other hand, of any uiu:a(Inefs of merchants not free of it ; the terms being quite cafy, 
if they incline fo to be. They have long lince fixed their refidence folely at Hamburg, where 
they ha;vc confidcrable privileges, and carry on a great commerce, for fiipplying many provinces 
of Germany with our woollen, &c. manufaflures. 

Toward the clofc of this year 1661, a marriage treaty was concluded between King Charles 
the Second, of England, and the Princefs Catherine, lifter to Alplionfo VI. King of Portu- 
gal. It is faid, that the real fortune which Alphopfo agreed to give with liis lifter was three 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 

It is almoll foreign to our purpofe to remark, that France greatly forwarded this match, for 
the further weakening of Spain ; ‘and that Spain, for the prevention thereof, propofed to bur 
King three fcveral Proteftant princefles : but it is much to our purpofe here to ol'jfcrve, that 
Portugal, hoping for great aftiftance from England againft Spain, not only agreed to the above 
named large fum, but likevvife to yield up to King Charles for ever the town and port of Tan- 
gier, on the Barbary lliore, at the entrance of the Streight’s Month of the Mediterranean, and 
of the town, port< and ifland of Bombay, or Bombaim, with the reft of the iflc of North 
Salfet, on the coaft of Malabar, in Eaft India. Tangier, or Tange r, had been pofTclTcd by the 
Portuguefe ever fince the year 1463, when King Alplionfo V. took it from the Moors, 

To this port King Charles granted all the privileges and immunities of a free port, in order 
to make it a place of trade ; for which, as well for the feenrity of the Mediterranean, &c. 
commerce, it vvas advantagcoufly fituated : but by tlie King’s bad conduft it did not, as we 
lliall fee, anfvvc'r cxpcflation. — See General Monk’s letter about this place, in the year 1657, 
to Secretary Thurloe, 

With refpcdl to Bombay, King Charles at firft had thoughts- of keeping it and the iflc of 
Salfet as part of his rovnl domain, and therefore he fent the Earl of iMarlborough thither, with 
five (hips of war and five hundred foklicrs. — But he met with fo many difficulties from the 
rortuguefe Viceroy of (ioa, &c. that, after lofing many men by lickiiefs, Nc. he did not get 
abfolute pofleffion of Bombay till the year 1664, and even then not all the territory agreed to 
be yielded with it. 

It was foon after found, that the King’s cxpcncc in maintaining of it greatly exceeded the 
profits arifing from it, — and that the King’s people there undcrfold the Englilh Eaft India 
Company’s agents ; in confequence of which, and by violences committed on the natives by 
our King’s foldiers, &c. great confufions were likely to cnfuc. — Similar confiJerations induced 
the King to make a grant in full propriety for ever of that port and territory to our Eaft India 
Company, by charter, dated twenty feventh March 1668, to hold it in free and common foe- 
cage of his imperial crown, (under an annual rent of ten pounds, in gold, on the thirtieth 
September yearly, at the Cuftom-houfe in London) whofe paft cxpcncc our Company were to 
rcimburfe. 

Bombay has been, by degrees, greatly Improved by that and the prefent Eaft India Com- 
pany, both in ftrength, commerce, and hcalthfulncfs ; and fomc fay they lately had fixty thoii- 
fand people on that ifland of different nations, under our Company's proteflion ; though the 
Portuguefe had fcarcely one thoufand people on it. It is extremely well fituated for the trade 
of that extenfive coaft, and now enjoys a confidcrable commerce. 

3 King 
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King Ch?rlcs 11 . of England, by his cominiffion under the great fcal, now con-ftituted his 
biodicr the Duke of York, the Lord Clianccilor Clarendon, and fevcral other perfons of dif- 
ti)n?>ion^ to be, I hc Council of the Royal Fifliery Company of Great Britain and Ireland ; 
and great matter", were c::pcfted from fo pompous a title: yet all foon came to nothing, al- 
tl* >u b ;t jnuft be owned, that the King freely granted them all the immunities, and even 
more jhan were granted by the Commonwealth, in the year 1654; with authority to fet up a 
lottery, ajid to^iave a voluntary colleftion in all parifli churches. Moreover, all houfes of 
cii.crtainmcnt, as taverns, inns, alchonfes, he. fhould be obliged to take one or more bar- 
rels of herrings, at the ftated price of thirty fliillings per barrel ; alfo, two killings and 
lix pence per barrel was to be paid, to the ftock of this Company, on all foreign-cau^ht lifli 
imported. 

W beat, this year, according to Chronicon Prcciofum, was three pounds ten fliillings per 
•quaircr, «and the year following, three pounds fourteen fliillings per quarter. 

The ifatctc of the; thirteenth and fourteenth of King Charles the Second, in the year 1662, 
cap. vi. loi “ enlarging and repairing common highways,’* fo as they fhould be all made 
eight yards, or twenty-four feet in width, was become very ncceflar), fince the great in- 
crealc of carts, waggons, he. by the general incrcafe of our commerce. Which aft, being 
only temporary, was revived by an aft of the eighth and ninth of King William, cap. xv. 
and further enforced j and, by this laft aft, it is well ordered, (in the year 1697) that where 
two or more crofs highways meet, a ftone or poll be erefted, with an infcriptioii in large let- 
ters, direfting to the next market town to which each of the faid adjoining highways lead. It 
is much to be wiflied, that this breadth of eight yards for highways w^as better obferved in 
many parts, which is hitherto very far from being the cafe. 

1662 It was in this year 1662, that the Englifh, from their colonies on the north continent of 
America, firft began to cut down the logwood trees, growing in infinite quantities on the un- 
inhabited coafts of the province of Jucatan, and more efpecially in the Bay of Campcachy, 
where they made a fettlcmcnt for that end, as it was not near to any Spanifh fettlement or 
inhabitants. Their firft fettlement was near Cape Catochc ; next at the Laguna diTcr- 
mino, which was found more convenient, and where the Englifh Buccaneers afterward found 
themfclves obliged to fettle, upon the treaty of Madrid between England and Spain, in the 
year 1667. 

This treaty, though it made no particular mention of America by name, cxprefsly ftipulat- 
cd, “ A general firm and perpetual amity between the two crowns, as well by land as by fea, 

and between all the countries under the obedience of either of the Kings.” 

By the year 1669, that Englifh fettlement was confiderably incrcafed ; and much logwood 
was carried from thence both to New England and Jamaica. In the year 1670 was concluded 
at Madrid, by Sir William Godolphin, the firft treaty between England and Spain, which cx- 
prcfsly related to America, and therefore is ufually called the American Treaty; and by which 
the then polTcllions of both nations in America arc confirmed. This gave encouragement to 
many more of our people to fettle with the above-mentioned logwood cutters, as it was then 
in a defolate and unplanted country, and that the Spaniards had not hitherto made any com- 
plaints about it. For it was not till the year 1672, that the Spaniards firft begun to interrupt 
our logwood cutters there, or to make the Icaft complaint to our court againft their fettling in 
Ithat Bay. 


Soon 
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. 1662 Soon after, however, the Spaniards became fo uneafy at that fcltlement and our logwood 
cutting, that they aftually made prize of ail Englifh vcflels they met in the American feas which 
Jiad logwood in them ; of which the Earl of Arlington, the Englifh Secretary of State, loudly 
complained, in a letter, written in the year 1674, to Sir William Godolphin, our then Miniftcr 
at Madrid. For as the fple advantage our court had in view by concluding this famous Ame- 
rican treaty of 1670, was, that our people might, without interruption, trade to our own co- 
lonics, and peaceably enjoy our then pofTeffions in America, we were herein greatly fruflratcd 
by the court of Spain’s orders to make prize of all fhips having logwood in them. So that this 
fame American treaty has ever fince afforded a handle or pretence for Spain to feize on our 
fliips failing along their American coafts, although with no intention of carrying on any con- 
traband trade, — It has occafionally been further improved by Spain, to the having any quan- 
tity of pieces of eight to be feized, when found on board our fliips, near their American coalls. 
Yet, excepting two or three months in the year 1680, that the Spaniards, by a confiderabie 
force, diflodged our logwood cutters ^rom the Laguna di Terminos, and the ifland of Trift, 
our people, till very lately, have remained in pofrcifion thereof. But as the controverfy re- 
mains undetermined to this day, it is to be feared it may flill occafion much altercation. 

See more on this fubjeft, under the year 1717, when it was more fully explained by the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, in anfwer to the Spanilh Ambalfador’s Memorial, of that, 
year. 

See the reft of this memorable treaty under the year 1670. 

At this time* a ftatutc was made in the thirteenth and fourteenth of King Charles II. cap. 
xii. entitled, For the better RclieT of the Poor of England : by which a corporation was efta- 
blifhed, out of the Magiftrates of London, Weftminfter, and the fuburbs, on both fidcs the 
Thames, within the weekly bills of mortality, for erefting workhoufes for employing the 
poor. And alfo another aft of the twenty-third of that King, cap. xviii. confirming and cor- 
roborating the faid former aft, and enabling that corporation to levy a certain affcHment on. 
parifhes, not exceeding one fourth part of the afleffment to the poor, for any refpeftive year : 
yet, to the ftiamc of the nation, nothing has as yet been cfFcftually done, for anfwering that 
truly great and good end, even to this day i fo many difhculties being ftarted to every fcheme 
hitherto propofed to the public. 

In this fame year 1662, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of London, 
petitioned the Houfc of Commons to ereft four new corporations of merchants, viz. thole 
trading to France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, for confining thofe trades iiuirelv to En^iiih 
natives. 

The pretext for this regulation was, ‘‘ that moft part of the trade for exporting the commo- 
** dities of England was in the hands of aliens,’.’ wlnmi they would have to be obliged !)y law, 
to pay double duties on all draperies by them exported. They ailo, and fcvcral merchants of 
London, in behalf of themfelves and the Fnglilh merchants of the out ports, petitioned, that 
the companies already incorporated may be fuithcr privileged and confirmed by Parliament, 
oxclufive of foreigners, viz. the Companies of the Merchant Adventurers ; of the Levant; of 
Eall-land; of Ruffia ; and of Eaft InJia. But the Houfe of Commons was wifer than to 
add new fetters on our exports to foreign parts ; fo that nothing came, of thofc ill-judged pe- 
titions. 

King Charles ir. having Invlfidy and quickly con fumed the large fupplics granted. by liis- 
Ipyal Parliament, was, in this lame year 1662, put upon the moft pernicious projeft that could 

i liav#: 
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1662 have entered into the thoughts of the Monarch of tlie firft commercial kingdom of Europe^ 
in yielding up, by treaty, to F'rance, the town and port of Dunkirk, with all its fortifications, 
fluiccs, daiBs, &c. and likewife the fort of Mardyke, with the wooden fort, and the other 
great and faiall forts between Dunkirk and Bergh St. Wynox, together with all the arms, ar- 
tillery, ammunition, &c. 

^ 4 

Wc have Iceii that Dunkirk had been furrendcred by France to Cromwell four years before, 
by flipulated agreement, for the lucconrs which that Troteftor had given to France againft 
^Spaln. Our pafTivc Parliament Iccmed to content themlelves with Charles’s poor pretence,— 
that as it was only fui rendered to an Ufurper, he had a right to difpofe of it as he picafed. 

This treaty was concluded at London, by the French Ambaflador, the Count d'Eftrades ; 
(fo r which he merited a ftatue to be ere£tcd for him at Dunkirk,) and by the Earl of Claren- 
don, Lord Chancellor ; the Earl of Southampton, Lord Treafurer; the Duke of Albemarle, 
and the Earl of Sandwich, (all Engliflunen) under a commiffion from the King, As for the 
price, it was almoft as Ihameful, as the dclivering^ip the place w^as criminal ; viz. fr.c millions 
of livres, or about two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling. Had that numbcr'of mil- 
lions been ftcrliiig money, inftcad of French, fatal experience has long fince demonftrated its 
being inadequate to fo ineftimablc a jewel. — Wc ought, however, todojnftice, as far as wc 
fairly can, to one of the four commiffioners, who, rather than lofe their private emoluments, 
fo lliamcfuIJy gave up the nation’s iiitercft, viz. to the Earl of Sandwich, who at firft propof- 
•ccl the abfolutc demolition of Dunkirk, and the filling up or deftroying its harbour, in Aich a 
manner as to render it for ever ufclefs ; which, next to its remaining in our hands, was cer- 
tainly the beft feherne. For, as to what fcveral writers have remarked, of its being better to 
have been fold to Spain or Holland; that might be true with rcfpcdl to the time wc are upon, 
but who can anfwcr for the hurt that place might, in future times, have done to us, in tho 
hands of either of thofc nations, as power is perpetually fluftuating ? 

Theie v;as, therefore, nothing for a wife King, and an honett Englifh miniftry to chufcp 
but to preferve, ftrengthen, and improve that place, let the cxpcnce be more or Icfs ; by-wliicli 
wc fliould have remained iiiaftcrs of both fides of the greateft commercial thorough^farc in 
tlic univerfe. Marcfchal Schomberg, then in England, advifed the King to keep it, as his 
naval ftrength would cflcftually prevent its being taken, and that the holding of it would keep 
both France and Spain in a depeudance upon him : in which opinion, fays Bifliop Burnet, he 
•was fingular : and yet there was more truth and judgment in this opinion, than in all that 
was faid and written on this point. For, with regard to the moft folemn treaties, which the 
nccefiities of France have fince obliged that crown to ftipulate, for the demolition of its for- 
tifications, and the filling up of its harbour, ?cc. we have more than once feen, how eafy it 
has been, for fuch a powerful nation, void of all fliame and honour, to reftore both the one 
and the other. 

In this fame year, Voltaire, in the fccond volume of his Age of Louis the Fourteenth, ac- 
quaints us, That the French Royal Council of Commerce was firft crefted, which ftil! 
“ fubfifts : and tliat the King himfclf prefided therein once in every fortnight.” Need we to 
wonder then at the progrefs that nation has fince made in commerce, thus fo eminently cu- 
xouraged by fo difeerning and potent apr ince ? 

JV. B. Tlie new Council, or Board of Commerce, erefiled in the year 1701, was fubordl- 
irate to this Royal Council. 
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1662 In this fame year. King Charles the Second, in council, iflTued his proclamation, intimat- 
ing, ‘‘ that notwithftanding ihe Navigation Aft, palfed two years ago, fevcral letters or war- 
rants had, through milinformalion, been obtained from him, by which the Lubeckers fhips, 
merchants, and mariners, were liccnfcd to come into England, &c. freed from the penalties 
‘‘ in the faid aft, upon pretence of a former cuftom ; Jlie council board, well weighing the ill 
‘‘ confequcnccs by trenching on that aft# and the damages, which, by fuch toleration, 
“ will accrue to the owners of Englifh fliipping, and to their merchants and mariners, — it 
was ordered by his Majefty in Council, that all fuch letters, licenfes, or warrants, be rc- 
‘‘ called and declared void, &c.” 

Moreover, in this fame year 1662, in an aft of Parliament of the fourteenth of King Charles, 
cap. xi. For regulating of Frauds an 1 Abufes in the Ciiftoms, the following improvements^ 
(hiur alia) were made in relation to the Aft of Navigation, viz, 

I. “ No foreign built fliips fhall enjoy the privileges of Engllfli or Irilh built fliips, even 
although navigated as that aft direfts ; — and although the owners likcwife be Englilhinca ; 
prize lltips only excepted. 

II. “ Whoever lhall export or import goods, to or from any port of tliis kingdom, capable 
“ of a fhip of two hundred tons burthen) to or from any port of the Mediterranean, beyond 

the port of Malaga, in any fliip that hath not two decks, and carries lei's than fixteen can- 
non ; lhall pay to the King one per cent, on their ladings, befide all otlier duties. 

III. And for the better encouraging of the building of good and defenlihle lliips, it was 
further enaftcH, that, for feven years to come, whoever fliould build fliips with three decks, 

" or with two and an half decks and a forccaftle, and five feet between each deck, mounted 
with at leaft thirty cannon ; (hall, for the firft two voyages, receive one-tenth of all the cul- 
toms paid on their ladings, exported or imported.” 

7’he two laft claufes were defigned byway of precaution againfi the Barbary Rovers, 

Other good llatutcs were made in this fame year, viz. fuch as, that prohibiting the expor- 
tation of onr wool and Fuller’s earth, yarn, and undrefied hides : — and agaiafl: the importation 
of foreign bone lace, and other French frippery wares ; by which that nation drew incredible 
fums of money from us, turning the balance of the trade with France to be very much 
againft us. 

In the former part of this fame year 1662, two cmincRt perfons left the fiage of life, viz. 
tlie unfortunate Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia, daughter of King James the Firft, of England ; 
and Cardinal Mazarine, Prime Miniftcr of France. 

llie Englifli American plantations were by this time fo much cultivated and improved, that 
the demands for fervants and labourers was greatly incrcafcd: and as their mother-country 
could by no means afford numbers fufficient for their fupply, and that they were not then fo 
well fupplied with negroes from the African coaft as they wfidied, fince the trade thither had 
been laid open ; a third exdlufivc Englifh African or Guinea Company was, iff this year 1662, 
incorporated for that end, at the head of which was his Royal Higlmcfs the Duke of York, 
joined with many perfons of rank and diftinftion. This Company undertook to fupply our 
Weft India plantations with three thoufand negroes annually. 

If this new Company’s accounts are to be relied on, it fceins that whilft the trade was laid 
open in the times of the late civil wars, our forts on the Guinea coaft were demolilhed by 
both Dutch and Danes, thereby ruining the fecond Company’s ftock, and taking, of their’s, 
VoL. II, 3 O and 
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1662 and of fcparate traders fliips and goods, to the value of three hundred thoufand pounds# 
llerling. 

This new Company, fupported by the King’s brother, &c. and knowing the King’s incli- 
nations to make war againll the Dutch, afterwards got Sir Robert Holmes to be fent out with 
a fquadron of fourteen fhips to th^; coaft of Guinea, for attacking the Dutch forts, he. prior 
to a formal declaration of war : — of which more in its place. 

Towards'tlic clofc of this year, King Charles fent Admiral Lawfon to Algiers, who obliged 
that piratical ftatc, a4id alfo thofe of Tunis and Tripoli, to fign articles of pacification, which 
tliey kept juft fo long as they ftood in fear of our fliips of war in the Mediterranean. 

In this fame year 1662, the Chinefe expelled the Hollanders from the ifland of Formofa on 
tiiat coaft. The Dutch, according to feme authors, had taken Formofa from the Fortuguefc, 
in the year 1635. T he ports of that ifland were extremely commodious for their China and Ja- 
pan trades : yet Candidius^ a Dutch clergyman’s account, In Churchill’s voyages, is very dif- 
ferent from this. 

He fays, “ the Dutch had built a fort in one of the iflands called Pehou, near the mouth 
of the great river Chincheo, in China ; from whence they intercepted the Chinefe trading to 
. ** the Philippines. This obliged the Chinefe to agree with the Dutch to grant them the liar- 
“ hour of Tagowang in Formofa, in lieu of the other, where they might build a fort> whence 
they traded with the Chinefe, till difpoflefled as above.” 

Conncfticut, a province of New England, had its firft charter, dated April 23, 1662, being 
the fourteenth of King Charles II. It is one of the fix charter colonies of the continent of 
Britifli America. 

1663 Wc have exhibited, under the year 1629, fomc fruitlefs efforts, from England, to fettle the 
country then named Carolana, in North America, but now called Carolina ; but the fuccccd- 
ing difeontents in England, and the confequeiit civil wars and confufions, occafioned Caro- 
lina to remain unfcttled till two years after the reftoration of King Chailcs the Second, when 
that King granted his firft charter by the modern name of Carolina, dated the 24th day of 
March 1662 — 3, viz. 

“ To the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, the Lord Craven, the Lord 
“ Berkley, the Lord Aflilcy, Chancellor of the Exchequer ; Sir George Carteret, Vice Cham- 
berlain ; Sir William Berkley, and Sir John Colleton whofe eight names, given to fcvc- 
ral of its rivers andxrountics, will probably be remembered there to the end of time, “ The 
“ limits of this their firft charter run from the thirty-fixth degree of north latitude, being the 
fouth end . of modem Virginia, to the ihirty-firft degree, or fouth end of modern Georgia, 
along the Atlantic ocean ; and ftretching wellward, without limitation, to the South Seas. 
This land, which the King, in his charter, deckircs to be a part of his dominions in A- 
“ merica, he grants them, in abfolute propriety, with, all loyal mines, filheries, &c. paying a 
quit-reiTt of twenty marks yearly.” 

A Dutchman fets up the firft Wire Mill that bad ever been in England, at Sheen, near Rich- 
mond. 

A ftatutc of this fifteenth year of King Charles the Second, cap. i. direfts, ‘‘ the repairing 
“ of the highways in the counties of Hertford, Cambridge, and Huntingdon ; much worn by 
the many great loads drawn by waggons, with barley and malt, to Ware, and alfo of goods from 
Norwich, Bury, Lincoln, &c. Thefe arc,.! conceive, the firft .Toll Gates credted by law 

in 
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1663 ill England; which were to be for Hcrtfordfliire, at Wadefmill ; Cambridgcfliire, at Caxton ; 
and for Huntingdonlhire, at Stilton. 

By an aft of jPailiamcnt of the fourteenth of King Charles the Second, cap. xv. For regu- 
lating the Trade of Silk-throwing, it is recited, “ That the lilk- lhrowers of London having 
“ petitioned the Parliament for an enlargement of their former charter, they therein repre- 
fent, that above forty ihouliind men, women, and children are employed therein.’" And 
it was thereby enafted, “ That none Ihould fet up that trade, but fiich as llionld have 
ferved feven years apprenticelhip to it, and fliould make themfelves free of that Company, 
“ &c.’* 

The Parliament, in this fame year 1663, cap. xlv. Settled the revenues of the Pofl Office, 
and of the Wine Licenfes, on the Duke of York, the King’s only brother ; which revenues 
.were afterwards confidcrably increafed : they were now, by moft authors, reckoned together 
to bring in twenty-one ihoufand pounds per annum. Yet the following provifo of tliis fame 
aft, verbatim, fhews they were much millaken, viz. Nothing herein contained fliall make 
void the grant made by his Majcfty to Daniel O’Ncale, Efq; of the office of Pollmaftcr Gc- 
ncral for four one-half years, from Lady-day 1663, under the yearly rent of twxnty-one 
thoufand five hundred pounds, for all the faid term, except the laft quarter, whicli is paid 
aforehand, fo as tllc faid rents be paid unto his faid Highnefs James Duke of York.’"' 

In the year 1653, the Pod Office revenue, as wc have already obferved, was let to farm for 
ten thoufand pounds yearly : yet I cannot perceive upon what grounds Dr. D’Avenant, ^n his 
Elfay on the public Revenue and Trade of England, part i. p. 125, in the year 1698, could 
remark, “ that for years this Poft Office revenue hardly bore its own cxpencc,” imlefs he 
meant the times anterior to the fiid year 1653. But he adds, That then” (viz. in 169S,) 
it had been fo much improved, under a management, as that its grofs produce, by a mcdiuiii 
of three years, amounted, per annum, to about ninety thoufand four hundred and forty 
pounds fifteen Ihillings.” 

Every reader may not, perhaps, know that by the word Management, is meant the Govern- 
ment’s making the nioft of it, in contradillinftion to farming it at a fum certain ; and that by 
grofs produce, is meant the income, without dedufting the charge of management. 

By cap. xvii. of the fifteenth of King Charles 11 . in the year 1663, for the encouragement 
of trade, it was enafted, that when wheat ihould be currently fold in England for forty-eight 
fliillings per quarter, or fix Ihillings per buffiel, and other grain in proportion, then wlicat 
and the other kinds of grain might he exported. And that when the before named kinds of 
grain exceed the faid prices, they may be freely imported, paying five Ihillings and four pence 
cuftom and poundage, per quarter of wlieat, &c. 

By this fame ftatute it was enafted, “ That, for the further improvement of former navi- 
gation nfts, no merchandize of the growth, produftioii, or manufafturc of Europe, fhall 
‘‘ be imported into any of the Engliffi plantations or faftorics in Afia, Africa, orArnciica, 
“ Tangier only excepted, but what Ihall be laden in England, and in Engliffi built Ihipping, 
and navigated by at Icaft three-fourths Engliffi mariners; and ffiall be carried to tliofc 
places dircftly from England, and no where clfe; on forfeiture of Ihins and ladings. Ex- 
“ cepting, however, fait for the fifficrics of New England aiid Newfoundland ; and wines 
from the Madeira and the Azores, fervants, Viftitals and horfes from Scotland or Ireland. 
And that none of tlie produft of the Engliffi platlitations, viz. fugar, tobaGco> cotton, gin- 
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X663 ‘‘ ger, fuflick, and other drugs, fliall be carried any where, except to other Engllh planta- 
“ tions, till they be firlt landed in England, under forfeiture of fliips and cargoes.** And 
here tlic word Ireland was firft left out, though iiifertcd in the twelfth of this King, cap. xviii. 
feft. 9. 

“ And for the encouragement of the Herring and North Sea, Iceland and Weftmony fiflie- 
lits i no herring, cod, haddock, &c. fliall be imported into England, but in Englilh 
built fliips, navigated, &c. as before.’^ 

“ And forafmuch as the planting of tobacco in England doth continually increafe, not- 
vvithftanding the aA of the twelfth year of this King, cap. xxxiv. a further penalty of ten 
pounds is laid for every rood or pole of land fo planted, either in England, Ireland, Jer- 
“ fey, or Guernfey : — excepting, liowevcr, tobacco planted in the phyfic-gardens of either 
Univcrfity, or In other private gardens for forgery, fo as the quantity fa planted exceed not 
half a pole of land in any one garden.** 

By a claufc in the faid aft of Parliament, we have the firft public or legal licence for the ex- 
portation of foreign coin and bullion, for the benefit of commerce ; in the remarkable words 
following, viz. 

“ And forafmuch as fcvcrable confidcrable and advantageous trades cannot be conveniently^ 
** driven and carried on without the fpccics of money and bullion, -and that it is found by cx- 
** pericncc, that they are carried in greateft abundance, as to a common market, to fuch places 
as give free liberty for exporting tlie fame ; and the better to keep in and increafe the ciir- 
“ rent coin^s of this kingdom : be it enafted, that it fliall be laivful to export out of any cul- 
tom^houfe or port of England, all forts of foreign coin or bullion of gold or filver, firft cii- 
tcring the fame at the cuftom-houfe, without paying any duty or cuftora for the fame.’* 

It is ftrange that our legiflaturc fhould be fo late in coming into this meafuie, when it was 
fo much earlier praftifed by other wife and mercantile nations ; bullion and foreign coin being 
undoubtedly to be deemed in commerce as much a mercantile commodity as any other inftru- 
ment of comnicicc whatever. Mr. Thomas Munn, in his judicious oftavo treatife, entitled, 
England’s Treafurc by foreign Trade, publiflied in the year 1664, has fully Ihewn of what be- 
nefit the free exportation of money was in Tufcaiiy, under the year 1630. He has allb no 
lefs clearly evinced the abfurdity of tlie old Englifh laws for obliging merchant-ftrangers im- 
porting goods into England, to lay out their produce in the commodities of our realm : as 
alfo the Jaws for obliging all merchants exporting corn, fifh, ammunition, &c. to bring home 
money or bullion in return : and, in fine, ‘‘ that nothing but an over-balance in foreign trade, 
or our exporting more in value of our own produft and manufafturc, than we import 
of thofe of other nations, can either increafe our bullion, or even keep what we have 
already.” 

Mr. Polexfen, however, an able and ftrenuous opponent of the Eaft India trade, in his ac- 
count of that trade, in the year 1696, on the other hand, remarks, ‘‘ that till the licence 
‘‘ granted by this aft, to export foreign coin and bullion, the Eaft India Company did not ex- 
** part above foity thoufand pounds in bullion yearly : but now it began to be exported in 
much greater quantities ; and that it was no lefs than fixboi^idred thoufand pounds ftcriing 
“ per annum,, tal^ng any number of years when the trade was carried on without any great 
obftruftion.” ppffibly that Company might before have exported much more than for- 
ty thoufimd pounds, though they did it clandeftinely till this law gave permiffion. 
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1^63 In the fame ftatute of the fifteenth of Charles the Second, there is the following claufc, viz. 
“ That whereas a great part of the richeft and heft land of England cannot fo well be other- 
** wife employed as in the feeding and fattening of cattle, and that by the coming in of late 
of vaft numbers of cattle from beyond-fea, already fattened,” meaning from Ireland, “ fuch 
‘‘ lands arc, in many places, much fallen in rents and values, to the great impovcriflimcnt of 
^ this kingdom ; it was now enafted, That for every head of great cattle imported, except 
the breed of Scotland, between the firft of July and twentieth of December, in any year 
“ and of the breed of Scotland, between the twenty-fourth of Anguft and twentieth of Dc- 
“ cember, in any year, there fhall be paid or forfeited twenty fliillings to the King, and alfo 
“ ten Ihillings to him that fliall inform or feize the feme, and other ten fhiliings to tlic poor 
of the parilh where fuch feizure fliall be made : and for every fliccp fo imported ten (hillings ; 
to be recovered and levied in manner aforefaid.” "I'his aft was to continue no longer in force 
tlian to the end of the firft fclTion of tlic next Parliament; but has lince been made perpetual. 

We fhall here only remaik, that the nation, in the opinion of m:^iy, has fince oftentimes 
had ground to repent the fo far obliging the grazing counties by fuch reftraints, to the preju- 
dice of the reft of tlie kingdom. 

Two other wcll-intcndcd ftatutes were made in this fame year 1663, viz. cap. xv. for the 
encouragement of the linen and tapeftry marmfafturcs of England, and difeouragement of the 
very great importation of foreign linen and tapeftry. And, cap. xvi. for regulating the pack- 
ing of herrings. It was alfo thereby enafted, that, for the prefervatioii of the fpawn of filh, 
at the ifles of Iceland and Weftmony, no Ihip fhall fail thither until the tenth of March, in 
any year, — Neither fliall there be taken any toll, or other duty, at Newfoundland, for any 
lilh caught there. 

By this time, the Dutch Eaft India Company had taken from the Portuguefe, in India, tlic 
beft places they had formerly held there, viz. Inch Cananor, Cranganor, Cochin, Cou- 
lang, he, now leaving the Portuguefe only Goa, Diu, and a few other petty places, of little 
confcqueiice in commerce. 

Before we clofe this year 1663, wc cannot forget to do jufticc to an excellent little Ircatife on 
commerce, publiflied this year by Samuel Fortrev, EF]. cniitled, England’s intcreft and Im- 
provement; which, in only forty-three fmall duodecimo pages, treats moft judiciovflly of all 
the principal branches of our foreign and domeftic commerce. — Of the benefit of incrcaling our 
induftrious people by naturalization the improvement of our lands by indofurcs, and the breed- 
ing of cattle; — of the exportation of horfes; — the improvement of mines ; — our manufafturcs ; 
our flfhcrics ; — of difeouraging the wear of foreign manufafturcs, more cfpccially the r’rcnch 
ones, whereby that country gels fo great a balance from us ; — of the benefit of the Aft of Na- 
vigation ;— and of our foreign plantations ; — the regulation of our coin ; — the lowering tlic iii- 
tereft of money, &c. A treat! fc, which, thougli written a!)ovc one hundred years ago, will 
bear reading over even at this day : which can fcarccly lie faid of any other on this fubjeft, of 
fo old a date, unlcfs it be the before-quoted treatife of Mr. Thomas Munn, printed in oftavo, 
in the year 1664. 

Rhode Ifland, and Providence Plantation, two provinces of New England, had this year a 
charter, dated the fifteenth of King Charlil^' the Second, to the whole freemen or inhabitants 
of each colony, empowered to eleft their own reprefentatives ;’^the Uft of which elefts its go- 
vernor and council. The report of the Board of Trade to the Houfe of Lords, in January 
‘X733-4, pbferves of ihefc two colonics, and of Coiinefticur, 
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1663 1'hat almoft the whole power of the crown is delegated to the people : and, as their char»* 
tcir aie worded, they can, and do mak.c laws, even without their governors confent, and 
diicftly contrary to their opinions ; no negative voice being referved to them as governors/ 
in the faid ciiarkT.” This was care I els ly granted by a very carelefs monarch ; and is what 

no wife niinillrv nor council would have deliberately advifed* 

1664 yeacAj6G4, the Engliilt ag.ru; took j>offcflion of the ifle of St. Lucia, or, as fome call 
it, Sc. '.ioir/.ie; having nrevio jfl ' treated with the native Caribbeans for the purchafe of it, 
favs th n.idiorof the Jirit'ih Eni])Ire in Aiiicrica, whom, nevcrthclefs, we mud very cau- 
tiouily t. ft on many ocerdbrns. live Ihips of war carried thither about fifteen hundred men; 
wlio, beuig joinevl bv fi>: h.^nclrcd Canbbeans, in feventeen canoes, had tlic iiland fort yielded 
lip to them, widi )ur rc^ldanee, on condition that the French governor and his garrifon, of 
c ^ y for’ tcen I' en, flioiild, with thoii artillery and baggage, be efcorted to IMar^inico, Yet, 
it . '-•rns, two ycais .eacr, the Englifii, for want of fupjjlies, abandoned it again, and burned their 
f <11 , \ltlHWigh. butVwo davs alter they were gone, a bark with nccelTaries arrived there, from 
Ford. Willoughby, govenujr of barbadocs In the treaties between King Charles and King 

, jain< ‘ on the one fid'?, and rhe French court, and in thofe of Ryfvvick and Utrecht, there arc 
genei'al fll j-uhitions for the reftoring to the crown of Great Britain all ifiands and countries 
v/hicli may have been conquered by France, and fuch as had been in the pofltflion of the 
King of Great Britain before fuch refpeftive war began. But fuch general llipulations figni- 
ficd little wiili the French. 

This ifland had, at various times, been inhabited by both Englifli and French planters, at 
one and tlic fame time in fcvcral parts of it : and fo it remained till about the year 1719, when 
we fiiall again refume its further hiftory. 

In Vlr. Munn's valuable treaties, named, England’s Treafureby Foreign Trade, publillied 
hi the year 1664, p. 177, he relate#, that there was in thofe times exported, one year with 
another, to the value of two millions two hundred thoufand pounds of our native commodi- 
ties. “ So that,” fays he, if we were not too much alFefted to pride, monftrous fafliions, 

“ and riot, above all other nations, a million and an half of our money might plentifully fup- 
ply our unncceflary wants, as 1 may term them, of filks, fugars, fpiccs, fruits, See. So 
ftven hundred thoufand pounds might be yearly treafured up in money, to make the king- 
dom exceeding rich and powxu'ful in a Ihort time.” — But this was far from being the cafe at 
that time : for, by a report of Dr. Charles D’Avenant, infpeftor-general of the cuftoms, our 
imports, in the year 1662, amounted to — — — 43016,019 

And our exports, to — — — — — 2,022,812 

So that the balance againfl: us was no lefs than — — — 9933^0 7 

A mod melancholy account, truly ; more cfpccially as coming from this able author, who 
pollllTed tliat iaiportiint office in the reigns of King William and Queen Anne. 

In the third volume of tiie Englifli oftavo Coilc£lion of Treaties of Peace and Commerce, 
publiftied ill the year 1732, in four volumes, we find a treaty between King Cliarlcs the Se- 
cond of England, and James Duke of Courland, in 1664, concerning Tobago, one of the 
Caribbee ifles, in i|4^eric?i ; in the title of riiil treaty faid to have been difeovered, cultivated, 
and fortified by thafcJJ>Slcc’s fubjeils, till they were dirpofTelTed by the Dutch, upon which the 
Duke fubrnitted it to KingChacJes’s proteftion, and held it by way of grant from the crown 
of England. 
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X664.. L The King grants to the Duke and his fuccefTors, full liberty of trade and commerco 
for fuch {hips as properly belonged to him and his heirs, (but not to iholc of his fuhjcdts) 
in any rivers or havens within his Majeily’s dominioiis on the coaft of Guinea, for goods 
not exceeding twelve thoufand pounds in value : and may build {lorc-lioufcs, under pro- 
teftion of the King’s forts there. 

II. In confidcration whereof, the Duke makes over to that King his fort of St. Andrew, 
on the Guinea coaft, and all liis other forts tliere, together with their guns and ammunl- 
tion ; the Duke’s paying three per cent, on all goods imported or exported, 

‘‘ 111 . On the other hand, KingCharles grants to the Duke and his heirs the above-named 
ifle of Tobago, to be enjoyed by him under that ^King’s ptoteftiori :-^Provided the Duke 
fliall fuKFer none others but the fubjefts of the King and him to remain on that ifland. 

IV. The Duke further agrees, that neither he, nor his heirs, nor his fubjefts, lliall ex- 
port any of the produ<ft of that ifland, nor import, other wife than out of or into fomc ports- 
‘‘ belonging cither to England or Courland, or the port of the city ftf Dantzick. 

‘‘ V. And, in return for the proteftion of Engjand, whenever the King fhall be at war 
with any nation but Poland, the Dukes of Courland, when required, {hall, at llieir coft, 
furnifli one good {hip of war of forty cannon, to he fent to inch port as the King, {hall 
name, for one year at a time, to be manned, victualled, and paid by his Majcfty.” 

Yet Holland foon after got poffcllion of Tobago, in her then war with England, which flic 
held till the year 1672. 

This treaty is fo far of ufe at prefent, as to teftify, that a Duke of Courland did once make 
feme figure in foreign commerce, and had fomc maritime force at command, as we have al- 
ready obicrvcd, uirder the year 1637, though not ftrong. enough to fupport his comiircrcial 
acquiiltions without the protcClion of England, or of fomc other powerful ftate. it may alia 
fcfvc to illuftratc the crown of Great Britain’s original ri:ht to that ifland. 

In this lame year, the Englifli clergy voliintaiily rcflgned the power they had enjoyed forfo 
many ages 01 taxing themfelves in their own convocation. 

Ill the troublcfome limes preceding tlic. rcfloration of King Charles the Second, the tlicn 
clcrg^ , having no proxies nor regular convocations, fubiiiitrcd to be taxed with the laity; and 
the v uurt finding that ineilioJ caller, and, pcrliaj>s too, bringing in a better revenue, was glad- 
to accept or thi,> rcfigiiatioii ; Vvlicnchv, however, the convocations of the clergy have greatly 
lof( dien f< MUer wciglit with die crown. 

i.:; ;nii.s of !'.ti<>,iand, on making war with the li)utch, had dengnej, as hcfo;*e-'mcn- 
tior.'iij to drive tha' people out ol New NiddcrUind, lince named Mew York; where, and alto 
in the eoiintry fuice called Ncwjeii'cy, (liy the Dutch, Mew Bclgia) they had nelllcd, and 
great!', improved. Our King therefore made a grant tlrercof to the Duke of York ; and, even 
fomc montho before the declaration of war, lie fent iliiiher’Sir Robert Carr, with a f].. a. Iron 
oflh ps, and tlirec thoufand laiid-lorccs. U hey landed at the entrance into Hlu1ioii\ uivc’c, 
an i.-imediatcly attrxkcd tljc town of Yew Amftcrdam, lincccalled tliecitvof New York, and 
took i. v. nhout any difficulty, the Dutch there not knowing of any rupture with England. — 
The Lnglifli found the lioufcs of that city handfomcly built of brick and i>one ; and its liliia- 
tion heing on an ifland, before the entrance of the fald river, on anffii^land, it makes a beau- 
til m appearance from the fca. It has fince been much enlarged Improve.!, fo as to he iulily 
deemed the third city of Britilh America. Boftonand hhiWclphiabfcing th.c ilrll and ftcond, 
as Charlcftown, in South Carolina, is dcIeiTcdly eftcemed the fourth in dignity. I'hc ma')or 
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1664 part of the Dutch at New York remained there, as the great nupibcr of Dutch names to T>e 
found even at this day in that city and province fufficiently teftify ; and thofe who dehred to 
reino\c, were permitted to take their effefts with thcin^i the province being fooii re -peopled ' 
with Englifli. 

Fort Orange, fmcc named New Albany, the Duke of York’s Scotch title, a great waj^ up 
Hudfon’s River, was foon reduced, as were alfo Staten Ifland, Long I Hand, &c. And the 
firfl Lngliih gffVcnior, Colonel Nichols, is faid to have been the firft who concluded a league 
with the iamons l ive, llncc named Six Indian Nations of the Jro(»uois, behind this province; 
which league was recognized by France at the treaty of Ctrecht, by which France engaged to 
obferve peace w^th thole Indian nations as inviolably as with the Englifh of this province, 
which OLtended noith-weftward into the country for two hundred miles to Lake Champlain, 
although the French afterwards encroached on our territory, by building of forts near that 
-lake : but its breadth on the fca-coaft is not above thirty miles. 

New York province has long been one of the moft proi'perous colonies on that continent ; 
which fomc, in part, aicribe to that fpint of frugality that the Dutch carried thither, aiul 
which is laid to be Iccn amongfl them, in forae degree, even at this day. The New Yorkcis 
oxport to our lugar iflands greA quantities of four, peas, bifeuit, bacon, butter, p:;r!:, cxc. 
and return home from thence with fiigar, molalTcs, rum, cotton, ginger, pimento, Ac. and 
alfo Spaniili money ; wnth which they pay Great Britain for all the various necelTarics they ic- 
ccivc from thence. 

King Charles tlie Second of England, having, in his faid grant to his brother the Duke of 
'V ork, in the year 1664, ot the country till then poireffed by the l^utch, and named New 
Nicldcrland, now New York, extended it as far fouth as to comprehend the country fince 
named New Jerfey : the Duke of York, in the fame year, re-granted part of the laid country 
lo the Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret ; and the latter’s family being from our if c of 
Jerk y, in the Britifli Channel, he gave it the name of New Jerfey, and Eail and Weft New 
Jerfey. Lord Berkley afigned his part to William Penn, and three others, as did afterwards 
Sir (icorge Carteret to Penn, and eleven others, in the year 1681. 7 dic before-named aflig- 
necs lold many lhares to the Earl of Perth, Sir Cieorge M‘Kenzie, and many other Scots. — 
Many ol the Scots being foon after perfeented for their religious opinions, went and fettled 
there; and, amongft others, the famous Mr. Robert Barclay, who might not improperly be 
termed tlie apoftle of the Qiiakcrs, went thither as governor, wnth his ftmily. In i68j. 
Lord Neil Campbell, fon of the Marquis of Argyll, fucceeded him as governor of Eall Jerfey, 
So that New Jerfey continued to be two feparale proprietary governments till 1702; when, 
•as will be feen under the next cciuury, they w^ere united under one regal government. 

In this year 1664, and in the minority of Louis XIV. of France, his able minifter Colbert, 
commenced his deep-laid fchemes for the advancement of the commerce, manufaftures, and 
suval power of that monarchy, the foundation whereof had been laid by the great Richlicu, — 
For which purpofc, lie granted numberlcfs immunities, indulgences, premiums, pciifons, 
proteftions, &c. to lorcigu artifts, artificers, manufadturers, 6cc. from all parts, to fettle with 
their families and v^orkniein in France. Me got his King to appropriate a million of livres 
innuajly for the i^n^enient of the woollen oiinufafture alone. And it is generally believed 
that it was firft that the ml^hievoiis praftice of wooling, as it is vulgarly 

termed, that is, the ninriltVg#| our Englilh and Irilh wool into France, was firft fet on foot ; 
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:a664 whereby they gradually brought forward their prefent great woollen manufafture; having, till 
this time, been chiefly fupplicd with that manufafture from England, 

So fai; likewife, had the culture of raw-filk been improved, fo early in this King^s reign, 
• on the plan of his grandfather, King Henry IV. that the perfon employed by Colbert for this 
end, did, in this fame year, produce a conliderable quantity of it raifed in France, faid to 
'liave been better than that of Avignon, or even Mcflina. 

In this fame year 1664, notwithftandiiig Ibrmcr fruitlefs attempts, France crefted an exclu- 
'five Eaft India Company for fifty years, on the ruins of a Cliiiia Company, erefted in 1660, 
which came to nothing foon after. Their limits being from the Cape of Good Hope call- 
ward, to the furtheft Indies , and from the Straits of Magellan and Lc Pvlaire weftward, into 
all the South Seas. Which Company’s immunities, &c. were much augmented in the year 
following. It was to be under the government of twenty-one directors ; tw'elve whereof were 
for Paris, and nine for the fea-ports. Soon after, they poflefled and fortified Pondicherry, on 
the Coromandel coall, which has fince been their capital fittlcnien^ their principal trade on 
that corifl: being in mullins and callicoes, of many various kinds. Yet, partly from the diffi- 
culties of fettling a trade by any nation before unacquainted with India, and partly by their 
war with the Dutch in that country, they did not profpor for a great number of years* after 
this time. 

In the fame year 1664, Colbert, on the ruins of their former Canada and Weft India Com- 
'panies, erefted a new exclufivc Weft India one, for forty years. “ Its limits being, 

Firft, That part of the continent of South America lying between the rivers of Amazons 
and Oronooko, with the adjacent ifiands. 

Secondly, In North America, all Canada, down to and behind Virginia and Florida.— 
And, 

“ Thirdly, All the coaft of Africa from Cape Verde, fouthward, to the Cape of Good Hope.” 
Colbert faw how much the Dutch had incrcafcd their power and wxalth by their extended 
commerce, although France, which naturally abounded with all things, w\as in a manner def- 
titutc of commerce and naval ftrength. He therefore got King Louis to make him pro teftor 
of both thofe companies, to whom he lent fix millions, without intcreft. Mr. Voltaire, in 
diis Age of Louis XIV. fays, that from the year 163.5 to 1665, the colonics of Martinico, 
Canada, &c. had been in a languifliing ftate, and rather chargeable than profitable : but that 
now, (/. e. 1665) they began to flourifh. And that, in the faid year 1664, his King fent z 
frelh colony to Cayenne ifland, firft fettled on by France in the year 1635; and another colony 
in that fame year to Madagafcar, which had been fettled on by France in 1650, but afterwards de- 
ferted : yet, ten years after, Louis reverfed all thefe grants to that company, and laid the trade 
open to all his fubjefts. 

In this year. King Charles the Second of England made war on the United* Netherlands, 
in a very extraordinary manner, without a formal declaration of it till fome months after. — 
For which no othcr certain grounds are generally affigned by hiftorians, than jealoufy on ac- 
count of rivallhip for commerce and naval power ; fet on likewife fccretly, as it is faid, by the 
arts of the French court and of Rome, for the weakening of botli fides. 

The Englifti fleet, under Admiral Holmes, takes fcvcral forts near Cape Verde from the 
Dutch, for the benefit of the Englilli Afric.an Company, at the head of which was the Duke 
of York; which forts the Dutch Admiral De Ruyter retook the fame year. Holmes alfo 
^crefted a new fort at the mouth of the river Gambia, and named it James Fort, which wc ilill 
VoL. 11 . 3 P 
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1664 hold. Thence failing fouthward, he took all the Dutch forts on the Guinea coaft, except 
St. George del Mina and Achcen : though De Ruyter foon regained all again. Whereupon 
the Englilh fleet, commanded in chief by the Duke of York, made prize of one hundred aivS" 
thirty Dutch merchant fliips. A war was then formally declared, for which the Parliament 
voted two iiiillious five hundred thoufand pounds. 

What is already in all hiftorics, and alfo not very material for our fubjeft, was, that the? 
grand fleet of England, in 1665, confiding of one hundred and eight Ihips of war, and four- 
teen firefliips, under the Duke of York, attacked the Dutch fleet, under Opdam, of ono 
hundred and three ihips of war, and eleven firclhips, and quite defeated it; many of the latter 
being taken, funk, and burnt : and, in the fame year, our fleet took eight Dutch fliips of war, 
two Ead India fliips, and many other merchant fhips. 

Had the Englifli Ead India Company better fortified the ifle of Polcron, which produced 
. fine nutmegs and macc, but, according to others, only cloves, it had not been fo cafily taken, 
as it was in this yqar 1664, by one finglc Dutch lliip from Batavia. By this event, the Eng- 
lifh were quite excluded from all the Spice Iflands, which the Dutch Company has abAolutely 
poflTcircJ to this day. 

^ In the fame year 1664, a general valuation was made of the Englifli Ead India Company’s 
capital, the market-price on the Exchange of London being then only feventy pounds per 
cent. And it then appeared, that their dock was, as their writers fay, intrinfically w^orth one 
hundred and thirty per cent, and that, in the remaining quarter of this year, and the compafs 
of next year, they are faid adually to have divided fifty per cent, profits on their capital dock.. 
But this feems fomewhat exaggerated. 

There was a private company of merchants of Dieppe, in Normandy, who, in early times, 
had carried on a trade to the river of Senegal, being the fame with the great river Niger of the 
ancients, on the ivcd coad of Africa ; where, by means of a final! fcttlement on an ifland, at 
the mouth of a branch of that river, they had carried on a conlidcrable trade. That branch 
of trade fell afterwards to certain merchants of the city of Rouen, who, in this year 1664, 
yielded it up to the French Wed India Company. Yet, the lad-named company being dif- 
folved ten years afterwards, the old Senegal Company refumed that commerce till 1681, when 
Colbert transferred that trade into the hands of a much larger number of merchants ; whofe 
privileges alfo being thought too extenfive for their capital dock, a new Guinea Company was 
hereupon erefted, to whom mad of their privileges were affigned ; and yet the old Senegal 
Company continued to be a thriving fociety. A fingle member whereof, however, in the 
year 1694, by their ill-management, bought out their privileges, and erefted a new company ; 
which lad-named company proved at length fo unfortunate, as to be obliged to yield up their 
privileges to certain rich merchants at Rouen ; who, with various fuccefs carried on the Sene* 
gal trade till the year 1718, when it w^as united to the Ead India Company. 

The Guinea Company, on the acceflion of King Philip V. to the throne of Spain, had a 
grant of the Afliento negro trade ; which trade was, by the treaty of Utrecht, conveyed to the 
South Sea Company. And thus the principal commerce of France was united to what they 
called their India Company, comprehending not only the Ead India, tlic American, the Gui- 
nea, but alfo the Senegal trade, by the wrild fehemes of the Duke Regent and Mr. Law. 

By an Englifli aft of Parliament of this fixteenth year of King Charles the Second, ‘‘ For 
“ preventing the commanders of merchant fliips from delivering of fuch fliips to Turkifli and 

other pirates without fighting ; whereby,” according to its preamble, not only merchants 
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1664 “ were much prejudiced and difeouraged, but the honour of the Englilh navigation was like-. 
“ wife rauch diminifhed. To which practice fuch commanders were much encouraged by a 
praftice ufed towards them by tliofe pirates ; wdio, after they have taken out the goods, as 
an encouragement to matters of fhips to yield, do not only reftOre the fhip, with fuch goods 
as are claimed by mailers or feamcn, but do many times pay unto the matter all or fome 
part of the freight. It was therefore now cnafted. That where any mcrch:nidizc fliall be 
laden on board any Englilh Ihip of the burthen of two hundred tons, or upwards, mounted 
with fixtccn guns, or more, if the matter (hall yield up the faid goods to any Turkilh, or 
other pirate, without fighting, he lhall thenceforth he incapable of commanding any Ihip ; 
and the Ihip fo delivered back to him, and alfo tin; goods, lhall be forkited, to make good 
the lofs fuftained by the owners of the goods dctaiiicd by fuch pirates, pro vatu \ and the 
faid owners to have their a6lion againft fuch matter for the remainder. — And if any EnglKh 
Ihip, though it be under the faid tonnage and guns, ttiall be yielded up by tlic inittcr tj 
any fuch phatc, not having at leaft double his number of guns, without fighting, fucli iiiaU 
ter iliall be liable to all the penalties aforefaid. — Alfo, every mariner refufing to fight fn j* 
pirates, when required by the matter of the Ihip, lhall forfeit all his wages and his effcfls in 
fuch Ihip, and ttiall be imprllbiied for fix menths, and kept daring that time to haul la- 
hour. — Moreover, mariners laying violent hands on their matter, to hinder him fiomiight- 
ing fuel) pirates, lhall fufFcr death as felons. — Matters or mariners wounded in defence of 
their Ihip from pirates, lhall, on their return home with their lliip, receive a compenliition 
from the owners of the ttiips and goods, not exceeding two percent, of the value of the 
faid ihip and goods fo defended, to be dittribnted amongft the captain, matter, olheers, aiul 
‘‘ fcamen, of fuch lliip, or the widows and children of the llaiii, by direittion ot tire judge of 
the admiralty-court, in due proportion. 

‘‘ Laftly, Whereas it often happeneth, that mviftcrs and mariners of Ihlps, having infured, 
or taken up on bottomree, greater furns of money than the value of the adventure, do wil- 
“ fully call away, burn, or otherwife deftroy the ftiips undt r their charge, to merchants and 
“ owners great lofs ; fuch captain, matter, &c. lhall fulFcr death as a fclon.’^ 

-1665 In the year 1665, tlie Dutch Admiral Dc Ruyter not only retook moll of the forts which 
Sir Robert Holmes had taken from Holland, but he alfo took our own fort of Cormantcc n, 
wliich they hold to this day, by the name of Fort Anittcrdam. 'I'hcy alio feized on the ii 1 c 
’ of St. Helena, which was a rcfrclhing place for our Eaft India (hipping, and therefore was 
retaken even the fame year. 

Under the year 1645, w'c have given the rife of banking by goldfiniths in London, and how 
much they improved that new branch of their buiinefs after King Charles the Second’s rcilo- 
ration, by taking advantage of that King’s perpetual neceflities, from his unfrugal manage- 
ment of the public revenue, which he was conftantly anticipating ; partly proceeding from 
their readinefs to lend him at extravagant intcreft, and their taking to pawn the King’s bills, 
orders, and tallies. Neverthelefs, the nimibcr of bankers incrcafcd fo much, and tl\e money 
came fo fall into their hands, by people to w^hom they paid a moderate intcreft for the fame, 
that all the public demands fell lliort of employing their calh. This made tliem run into tlie 
way of lending money on private pawns, at high intcreft ; on clifeounting of bills of exchange; 
on lending money on perfonal fccurity to heirs in expeftancy, ^^c. — Tliefc, and many other 
limilar methods of bellowing their calh, w'crc about this time put in praflice by the goid- 
Xmiths, fays the author already quoted under the year 1645 ; who, through the inen alb of 
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1665 commerce, thinks the faid banking trade was at its greateft height in the year 1667, when thfc 
Dutch burned our fhips at Chatham. But that difafter caufing what is in our days catied a 
run fprobably the firft of its kind) on the bankers, it, in fome mcafure, IcfTencd their futur^" 
credit, which was entirely ruined by the fliutting up of the Exchequer, five years after; of 
which more in its place. 

there yj^s a great quantity of cafh in the kingdom at that time, this brief account may, 
in part, ferve to anfwer a query often made in our days, viz. How were monied pcopife able 
to difpofe of their fuper-lucration calh, before the modern public funds cxifted? 

In this fame year, a violent pcftilcnce in the courfc of a twelve month fwept off in London 
alone one hundred thoufand perfons, which was a terrible fliock to the commerce of England. 

In an obftinate fea fight, this year, between the Engl i(h and Dutch fleets, both fides claim- 
•cd the viftory ; which fliews it was a doubtful confiift. They foon after met again, being 
about one hundred fliips of war on each fide, when the Englifh fleet obtained a. real viftory, 
dcftioying twenty^ Dutch fhips of war. Soon after which Sir Robert Holmes burned one 
hundred and fifty Dutch merchant fhips on the coaft of North Holland, and two of their fhips 
of war. Yet, in this fame year, the Dutch infulted our own coafts, making defeents iiv 
fevcral places. 

In the fame year, the Dutch* Eaft India Company’s privileges were renewed for forty years 
longer. 

Whether the Englifli noblemen, &c. who were grantees in the charter for Carolina, in the 
year 1663, did judge their faid charter was too far north of the latitude of the filver mijies of 
New Mexico, although their longitude reached as far back wcflward as the South Seas, by 
confidering, that all or moft of thofe rich mines lay fomewhat nearer to the equator than thir - 
ty-one degrees, or what other hidden confidcrations they might have to move the King for tt 
fccond charter ; fuch as, that Spain’s then feeble condition pointed it out to be a fit feafon for 
extending the Britilli monarchy’s claim at Icaft as far fouth on the Florida coaft as ftill re- 
mained unplantcd by Spain, or by any other European nation, whereby the Englifh might 
have a chance to fall weftward into the fame parallel of latitude with fome of the New Mexico 
mines, in which latitude, though perhaps not fo far weft as New Mexico, they might probably 
find a vein of filver : or whatever other rcafons they were guided by, wc cannot cxprefsly fay : 
but it is certain, that, in this year 1665, King Charles granted a. fecond charter to the faid 
eight honourable perfons, to be extended fouthward as far as twenty-nino degrees ; where, or 
within which parallel, Mr. John LawTon’s Iliftory of Carolina, printed, in quarto, in Queen 
Anne’s reign, obferves, that the very mouth of the great river Mifliffippi is included, as 
falling fomewhat north of twenty-nine degrees.” Thefc patentees had likewili an extent 
of half a degree further northward, on or to the borders of Virginia, viz. to thirty-fix degrees 
and an half north latitude. So that by both charters they had now an extent of feven degrees 
and an half, or about four hundred and fifty miles, along the coaft fouth and north, and an 
unknown depth weftward to the South Seas. This fecond charter ftiles the grantees, “ The 
true and abfolutc Lords Proprietors of the Province and Territory of Carolina. — Saving 
“ always the faith, allegiance, and fovereign dominion, due to us, our heirs, and fucedfors, 
‘‘ for the fame. — To be held in free and common foccage, as of our manor of Eaft Grcen- 
“ wich, in Kent; yielding and paying to us and our fuccclTors, for the fame, the fourth part 
of all gold and filver ore found within their limits, befides the yearly rent of twenty 
marks,” 
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1665 , Thofc patentees were empowered to grant peculiar titles of honour to great planters in Ca-* 
rolina, fo as they (hould not be the fame as in England, And, in confequence of this claufe, 
they accordingly, at different times, conferred the titles of Caciques and Land Graves ; the 
former an Indian dignity, the latter a German one. The patentees had alfo the power to en- 
joy quit-rents, and alfo reafonable cuftoms on merchandize ; but not without the approbation 
and confent of the freemen of the colony. Alfo to ereft forts, to incorporate towns and 
cities, to train foldiers, &c. 

The noble patentees immediately fet about the planting of that delightful country : and all 
freemen who fettled there had fifty acres of land granted to them for their own pcrfoiis, and 
fifty more for each man fervant; alfo fifty acres /or each marriageable woman fervant ; and 
forty for unmarriagcablc ones. Covenant fervants, when out of their time, to have fifty acres 
alfo given them. The firft embarkation coll the Proprietaries twelve tlioufand pounds. The 
fundamental conllitutions of its government were framed by the truly great John Locke, Ehp, 
founded on the moll juft and generous principles, and calculated fo^r encouraging men of all 
perfualions to fettle therein. The eldeft of thofe Lords Proprietaries had the title of Palatine ; 
ill whom, aflifted by three other Proprietaries, the executive powers in moll cafes were lodged: 
and thofe four conftituted the Palatine Court, whofc deputies in Carolina adled by their di- 
reftions. Its Parliament confifted, in the Upper Honfc, of the Proprietaries, or their depu- 
ties, with the Governorj Council, Caciques, and Landgraves : and the Commons, or Lower 
Houfe, were elefted as in other colonics^. 

In this fame year 1665, King Charles the Second, of England, in the feventeenth year of 
Kis reign, erefted, an ill-judged Canary Company, by his patent, to fixty perfons, anebto all' 
others of his fubjefts that had within feven years pall traded to the Canaries, to. the value of 
one thoufand pounds yearly ; and alfo to all others who Ihould be admitted : whereby they 
were conftituted a body politic, and were to enjoy the foie trade thither, under a governor, 
deputy governor, and twelve afliftants. The grounds for this charter, as fet forth in its 
preamble were, that the trade to the Canary Iflcs was formerly of greater advantage to the 
‘‘ King’s fuhjeds than at this time. That, by reafon of the too much accefs and trading of 
fubjefts thither, our merchandize v/as decreafed in its value, and the Canary wines, on the 
other hand, were inffreafed to double their former value : fo that the King’s fubjefts were 
forced to carry filvcr and bullion thither to get wines : and that all this was owing to want 
“ of regulation in trade.” The word regulation was, in thofe days, much ufed, but little 
underftood, and often ill-applied. 

This Company, in fpite of the non ohflixntt in its charter to the llatute of Monopolies, had 
judgment given againft it, in the year 1667, when both Houfes of Parliament, in an addrefs 
to the King, thanked him for revoking its patent. And the third article of the Houfe of 
Commons’s impeachment of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, direftly charges him with hav- 
ing received great fums of money, for procuring this and other illegal patents. 

In this fame year 1665, (according to the fupplcment to PuffendoiTs Introduflion to the 
Hiftory of Europe) the ftate of Genoa made its firft attempt for a treaty of commerce .with 
Turkey, by their envoy going thither, under the proteftion of Count Lcficy, the Imperial 
anibaflador, though much oppofed by that of France. But, fays De Mailly, vol. iii. 1. 17. 
in fpite of all their endeavours they were not able to put off a fufficiency of their woollen 
cloth, in the goodnefs of which they were excelled -by the Englilh. and Dutch ; nor of their 
filvcr coin of five fols, (counterfeited from the French coin of that name, then in great credit 
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1665 in Turkey) which the Turks named Themins, to fupport the expcncc and dignity of their 
refident at Conftantinopic, and their conful at Smyrna: fo that this attempt proved aborf.;e. 
Tliey again made a fielii attempt for tliis purpofe, in the year 1675, which alfo proved abor-^ 
tivc ; and we have not heard, that they have fmcc ever attempted it. The Genoefe, in their 
abovc' iiamcd firft iittcmpt, took advantage of the affiftance which France had afforded to the 
Emperor in Iliwigary, and to the Venetians, in defence of Cajidia. Yet, tliough tliofe aids 
made a diflcixiice between France and the Ottoman Porte for -a while, Lewis the Fourteenth 
found means, in tlic year 1673, to renew his commerce with Turkey; which Colbert began, 
in this fame year 1605, fcrioully to think of, though retarded for the lad-named rcafons. 

^!666 The war between Jingland and Holland continuing, the fleet of tlic former, under Prince 
Rupert and the Duke of Albemarle, fought the Dutch Admiral Dc Ruyter lor lour days liic- 
jcclfivcly ; in which conflifts the Englifli are faid to have Jolt twenty-three Ihips, and fix llioii- 
fand men killed, with the Admirals Sir William Berkeley and Sir Chridopher Mynes; behde 
two thoufand fix hundred men taken prifoners by the J^utch, who allege, that they lod op.iy 
fix fiiips, two thoufand eight hundred foldicrs, and eighty fcamen, bdidc three of their Ad- 
mirals, and fcveral officers. 

In Augnft, this fame year, another fca fight gave England the advantage : and, in tlie Me- 
diterranean, the French joined the Dutch with thirty-fix fhips, in hopes to ruin the Englliii 
trade in thofc parts. A French finiadron likewife joining the Dutch licet near ] 3 unkiik, 
obliged ours to retire, with the lod of one of our fifty gun Ihips. Theie terrible confii^ls are 
very varioully reprefented by the writers of the oj)])ofitc nations, and, in fume refpcfls, by 
different Englilli writers. 

“ Idle vain and ridiculous competition between England and Holland,” as Voltaire terms 
it, in liis age of I. ewis the Fourteenth, “ for the honour of the flag; and alfo concerning the 
“ commerce to the Eaft Indies, having kindled the war between thofc two nations; King 
“ Lewis the I'ourtccnth of France with plcafure beheld them dcflroying each other, by the 
molt obilinate fca flights tliat had been ever feen before in any age of the world ; all the 
fruits wlicrcof,” a? the fame author jullly rcmaiks, “ were merely the weakening of both 
nations. — Thus,” fays he, “ the fovcrcignty of the fcas was for fome time divided between. 
‘‘ thofc two nations, and the art of Ihip building, and of emplSying them in commerce and 
in war, w^as perfectly known only by them. l'’rance, under Richlicu’s Miniflry, cficcnud 
hcrfclf powerful at fea, becaule that of fixty Ihips then in her ports, fhc could put to fia 
about tliirty, of which only one carried feventy cannon. Under Mazarine, the few 111 ips 
we (France) had, were purchafed of the Dutch. — We were in want of officers, failors, ma- 
‘‘ nufafVures; and, in Ihort, of every thing needful for fhipping. — In the year 1664 and 1665, 

“ whilll the Englifli and Dutch covered the ocean with near three hundred large fliips of war ; 
Lewis the Fourteenth had not then above fifteen or fixteen of the lovveft rates. — But 
Lewis ufed his utmoll: efforts to efface the lhamc thereof in the moll fudden and effectual 
manner.” 

In this fame year, the Englifh colony in the ifland of St. Chrifiophers, in the Weft Indies, 
was overpowered by that of France, in the faid ifle, and they w^re entirely difpoffeffed of all 
their plantations, which however were reftored four years after. It was furely very ill-judged 
4pin both nations to plant on the fame fmall ifland ; which however was not entirely remedied, 
until, by the treaty of Utrecht, France yielded up the whole to Great Britain for ever. 
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i666 In the fald eighteenth year of King Charles the Second, an aft of Parliament, cap. ii. de- 
claring that the penalties of the ftatute of the fifteenth of that King, cap. viii. already recited, 
not being found cffeftual for preventing the importation of foreign live cattle, it was enafted, 
“ I. That the continuance of any importation either of lean or fat cattle, dead or alive, is 
not only unneceflary, but alfo very deftruftive to the welfare of this kingdom : and it was 
“ further enafted, that fuch importation thenceforth fhall be deemed a public common nnif- 
** ance : ‘‘ and that all great cattle, theep, fwinc, beef, pork, or bacon, imported, except for 
neceffary provifions, lhall be forfeited.’’ Sir William Petty, in his Political Survey of 
Ireland, fays, “ that before this llatutc took place, three fourths of Ireland’s foi eign trade was 
with England, but fince not one fourth part of the lame.” 

“ II. And for the better encouragement of the fifiiery of this kingdom, it was hereby cn- 
afted, that if any ling, herring, cod, or pilchard, frelh or faltcd, dried or bloated ; or any 
‘‘ falmons, cels, or congers, taken by any foreigners, lliall be imported, uttered, or Ibid in 
“ England, it lhall be lawful for any perfon to feize the fame ; half fc;r his own ufc, the other 
half for the poor of the pari Hi. Provifo, That fix hundred head of black cattle, of the 
breed of the llle of Man, may annually be imported, at Chefter only.” 

This aft to continue for feven years, and to the end of the firlt fclfion of llie next Parlia- 
ment : prolonged and further flrcngihcncd by the twentieth of the laid King, cap. vii. 

And by an aft of the thirty-fccond of the laid King, cap. ii. this a£l is further continued 
and extended to mutton, lamb, butter, and chcclb, from Ireland; yet, by rcafon of a late 
very great dearth of provifions, in the year 1757, an aft of Parliament allowed the importa- 
tion of faltcd beef, pork, and butter, from Ireland. 

Concerning ihcfe laws, for prohibiting the importation of Irifh cattle, many people think 
them in general to be hurtful; and that it would be wifer to fufFcr the Irilh to be employed 
in breeding and fttUening of their black cattle for us, than to turn their lands into Ihecp walks 
as at prefent; in confequcncc of which they are enabled, in fpitc of all our laws to the con- 
trary, to lupply foreign nations with their wool, to our very great detriment. Of this opi- 
nion was the great Sir William Temple, in his Mifcellanics, the fecond edition, oftavo, pub- 
lillied in the year 1681, and later experience has confirmed it. 

In the laid eighteenth year of that King, by a ftatute, cap. iv. for die encouragement of tlie: 
woollen maiuifafturcs of England, it was enafted, that no perfon Ihould be buried in any 
lliirt, fliift, or flieet, made of, or mingled with flax, hemp, filk, hair, gold or filver ; or 
other than what lhall be made of wool oiTly, — upon forfeiture of five pounds to the poor of 
“ the parilh, towards a ftock or work houfe for their employment.” 

05 " This is certainly a wife and falutary law, as it is a means of confuming a confidcrable 
quantity of our flight woollen manufaftures. Yet fuch is the vanity of too many, that they 
will rather pay the penalty than be inftrumcntal in promoting our own nioft important nia- 
nufafture. 

Another good law was made in this fame eighteenth year of King Charles the Second, 
cap. V. for encouraging of the coinage of gold and filver : whereby both native.s and foreigners 
were entitled to receive out of the mint an equal quantity of our gold and filver coin, for 
what crown gold or fterling filver they fliould bring thither : and in the lame proportion for 
** over or under linenefs : without any expence whatever to the briiigers of the fame to the 
mint. The expence of which coinage was now to be defrayed by a tax on wines, fpirits, 
vinegar, cyder, and beer imported.” 
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1666 The ifland of Antigua, or Antego, one of the Caribbccs, in the Weft Indian feas, about 
twenty miles in length and almoft as broad, by rcafon of its having no frefli water brooks, ^nd 
at that time fcarccly any fprings of water, was for a long lime deeaned almoft uninhabitable > 
and it was probably for that reafon, that fomc Englifh families, from its neighbouring ifle of 
St. Chriftophers, who had fettled thereon about tlie year 1632, foon deferted it again : yet the 
Lord*Willoiighby de Parham, having obtained a grant of it from King Charles the Second, 
in the year 1663, planted a colony on it, in this year 1666 : lince which time it has profpered 
extremely, being the beft Englilh colony of the Caribbees, next after Parbadoes and St^ 
Chriftophers. 

Antigua is well known for pofleffing the beft harbours in all the.Caribbec ifles ; thongh it 
is fomewhat dangerous coming into them without a Ikilful commander who is well acquainted 
with the, rocks round the ifland : it is much troubled with hurricanes, often doing coiifidcr- 
able damage on fliore, as well as pa the adjacent fcas. It is now well fortified at proper dif- 
tances ; and, by r^jeans of tanks or cifterns, the inhabitants make a tolerable lliift to. fupply 
. thcmfelvcs with rain water, when their wells fail. They railc and fend home to Britain greai 
quantities of fugar, rum, and moloflTcs, and many ofiheir planters bring over with them very 
confidciable eftates to fettle finally-in Britain. Yet, for w^ant of a fufficiency of fvefli water, 
it is a confidcrable inconvenience, that their fliipplng are obliged to take in tlicir water at the 
ifland of St. Chnflophcr. 

1 he moft cxtenfivc and dreadful conflagration that ever happened to the city of London, 
broke out this year, on the fecond of September, burning no lefs than thirteen thoufand two 
hundred houlcs, and moll of its churches and corporation halls : the damage fullained by this 
terrible accident, has been ufiially computed to amount to ten millions ftcrling. So vaft a lols 
of merchandize, treafure, plate, and houfhold furniture, and fo iinmenfc an expcnce for re- 
building that city, in a more beautiful, convenient, and fubftantial manner than it ever was 
licforc, was undoubtedly a great lliock and obftruflion, for fome time, to the commerce of 
London ; yet the noble city, by redoubling its diligence, did in a few years recover its priftine 
foreign and domcftic trade ; and has fincc fo very much increafed it in both ihofc rclpcdts, 
as to be beyond all doubt, at pre lent, the. greateft commercial city in the known world- 
J 3 y the aid of two adis of Parliament, it was.fooner and more beautifully rebuilt than could 
liave been rcafonably expefted, confidering the great neceflity there was for difpatch, for ac- 
commodating merchants and traders. 

Since that terrible conflagration, the incfcafe of our foreign commerce, and of our home 
manufaftures, has been fo great, that the fuburbs of that city, as well as.the adjacent villages 
and hamlets, have fo vaftly increafed, as (in point of magnitude, though not of wealth) to 
vie with, and, taken together, even to furpafs the city itfelf. Particularly the vaft increafe of 
the hamlet of Spital-fiejds occafions furprize to all who know, or have heard from their friends, 
of but one or two generations backward, that almoft all that fpace of ground running from 
Artillery-lane, -on the eaft fide of Bifhopfgatc-ftrect, quite dowui to Shoreditch church ; next, 
turning eaftward towards Bethnal Green, and then fouth-caftward quite to Whitechapel road, 
containing by common eftimation between three and four hundred acres of ground, fhould 
have, fince then, been built up into almoft numbcrlcfs ftrects, lanes, alleys, and courts, filled 
with Induftrious manufafturers, chiefly of the filk kind ; and of trades depending thereon, to 
,;the amount perhaps of above one hundred thoufand people, where probably not one fingic 
,houfe ftood little above one hundred and fifty years ago. 


Another 
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1666 Another Vaft Increafe of buildings, on new foundations, is the great number of flrects con- 
tained within the compafs of ground ftill called (Joodman’s-Fields, with VVcIlclofe-Squarc, 
RatclilF-Highway, and the adjacent ftrccts. 

Northward, there is the greateft part of the village of Ho::ton huilt on, fincc about the year 
16SS ; and all about Old-Street, on each fide, and up to Iflington koad, to a place where a 
wind mill flood, flill called Mount Mill. I'he fine and extcnfivc flrcct of Halloii-Ci:n den, on 
tlic fite of the Angle houfe and garden of the J-ord Hatton, the great number c f alleys in and 
about Saffron Hill, formerly called the Bilhop of Ely’s viiicvard, Ihook- Street, (iicville- 
Street, &c. where formerly flood Lord Brook’s houfe and garden, as were alfo all the ftrccts 
from the Strand down to the Thames, formerly only noblemens lioufes and gardens. 

Weflward, tlicrc is a vafl range of buildings crciElcd on Red^Lion Fields, near Holboni, 
tn wliicli ground now Hands Red-Lion Square, and Red-Lion Street, and inanv other flreets 
built in and fince the reign of James the Second, quite up to Bloomlbury Square, othervvife 
called Southampton Square, and thence to the town, as it w’as then called, of St. Giles in 
llic Fieidr, formerly a detached village, all the vacancy of which was’builr fuice 16S0. 

More weflward and fouth-wcflwarJ flill, all the buildings of the ftreet named Long-acre, np 
to the place now called Seven Dials : Covent-Garden, and its neighbourhood, were built up 
ia the reigns of King Charles the Firft and Second, though fo me part of it in the memory of 
mnvr: fill living. And, northward from Leicefler Idclds and St. Martin's Lane, up to Soho 
and bt. Giles's Road; and weflward, to the further end of Piccadilly ; and from the north fide of 
Ficcridiily, up to Tyburn Road, including Soho (oihcrw lfc named King's) Square, and GoU 
den Square; and, on the fouth fide of Piccadilly, St. James’s Square, Pall-mall, St. James’s- 
Street, Arlington Street, &c. All which were paflurc-grerunds till about tlie year 1680. 

In the city of Weflminfler, flriflly fo called, fincc tlie year 1688, there lias been a great in- 
creafe of buildings towards I'othill Fields, &c. bclide the lupcib flrects, in our days, creded 
in the purlieus of the new bridge there. 

Laftly, fincc the acceffion of our prefent illuftrious royal family to tlie throne of thefc realms, 
tlicre is fo great an addition made to the weilerii fulmrbs, where fland New Bond-Street, and 
the other flrects adjoining to the fine Iquares called Hanover, Cavendilh, Grofvenor, and 
Berkeley Squares, as alone would conflitutc a confidcrablc and beautiful city : and a confidcr- 
able addition has been alfo -made in the proper city of Weflminfler ; hdkle the great additions 
made to the nearly-adjoining villages of Paddington, Chclfca, Knightlbridgc, and Kenfing- 
ton, weflward ; and Marybone, Iflington, and Newington, northward; and, more eminently, 
to the famous village of Flackney, north-caflward ; and alfo, caftward, to IMile-End, Bow and 
Stratford, Wapping and Limehoufc ; and a new town, growing gradually up, fouth of tlie 
Thames, from the line bridges of Weflminfler and Blackfriars, in St. George’s Fields, 
belh, Newington Butts, Kennington, &c. and at Stockwcll and Clapham ; bcfldc the many 
flrects built on the marfli- grounds of Rotherhithc and Deptford, and alfo at Greenwich. 

Whither indeed can we turn or call our eyes, call, well, fouth, or north, where there are 
not great improvements on new foundations, adjoining to, and occafioned by the immenfe 
commerce of the ancient and noble mercantile city of London ? 

Before the faid great conflagration of the year 1666 happened, the ftrccts were very narrow, 
fo as in many of them the garrets on each lide projefled very near each other, the houfes being 
almoft wholly of timber, lath, and plaifter, one ftory ftill proje6ling further than the next 
lower one. Wherefore, in order to widen many of the more public ilrcets, after this great 

VoL. 11; 3 0 ^ dilaftcr^ 
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16O6 difaftcr, there were two extenfive a£ls of Parliament palled, cap. ii. and iii. of the nineteenth 
year of King Charles the Second, for determining, in a fummary way, the ground ^nd 
hounds of lioufcs and llieets to be rebuilt in London ; and many great alterations were mady 
for the better, in the width of ftrccts and lanes, as in the famous ftreets of Fleet-Street, Lutl- 
gatc-Iiill, Ludgate-Street, St. Paul’s Church-Yard, Cheaplide, Newgatc-Street, the Poultry, 
Graca-church-Strcct, Thames-Strect, Old Filh-Strcct ; and from Cheaplide to the Thames, 
then a poor, i^rrow, and crooked lane, called Soper-Lanc, now (.)uccn-Street : a fine new 
ilrcct from Chcapfide up to Guildhall, called King-Street, there being no other coach-way 
thither before the fire but down Laurence-Lanc. Thames-Street was raifed three feet, to pre- 
vent inundations. Conduits, blocking up ftreets, were removed ; and alfo fevcral middle 
rows of houfes in many parts. l‘hc new and widened ftreets were to be at Icaft twenty- 
four feet in breadth. Hereby alfo we learn, that the water-houfc adjoining to London-biidgc, 
Tiad fupplied the fouth fide of the city with water, for almoft a hundred years preceding. — 
From Mincing-Lane down a new way to the Cuftom-Houfc, as may be feen in the faid a<ft, 
cap. iii. fcveral other ftreets, now palTable by coaches, were only foot way thoroughfares, as 
Princes-Street, near the new Manfion-IIoufc ; others were only open by mean gate-ways, as 
Shoe-Lane, See. and forae, as Bartholomcw-Lanc, behind the Royal Exchange, had tio cx« 
iftence at all. 

In order to widen the more public ftreets, much ground, before built on, was fet apart; 
fuch as middle rows of houfes in many ftreets, now quite clear of fuch nuifanccs, and gate- 
ways turned into open ftreets : on the other hand, it is known, that many of the great mer- 
chants houfes, and city-halls, ftood on much more ground than at prefent, with gardens and 
large court-yards : fo that, actording to fomc opinions, there were near four thoufand more 
houfes erefted after this conflagration than had been in the city before, and that, confe(|ucntlyy 
there arc more people in it. 'I'hus, for a few' inftanccs, the fitinous Exchange-Alloy, on 
which fo confiderablc a number of of capital tenements now Hand, was, till that period, only 
one finglc merchant’s houfe and garden, running betwen the ftreets of Cornhill and Lom- 
bard-Street: and the like of Swecting’s-Alley, at the call-end of the Royal Exchange. All 
Crolby-Sqvtarc, though not then burnt down, was, it fecins, only the houfe and garden of 
Sir James Langham, a merchant. The fame might be faid of Princcs-Strect, Copthall- 
Court, Angel-Court, and Warneford-Court, in 'J'hrogmorton-Strect, and of King’s-Arms- 
Yard in Colcman-Strect, formerly Angle houfes, now containing many eminent merchants 
and traders habitations : Devonfliire-Square, with the adjoining back-ftrccts and alleys, were 
all built on the Earl of Devonfhi re’s houfe and garden ; as were Bridgcwatcr-Squarc and ad- 
joining ftreets, on that of the Earl of Bridgewater’s, burnt down in the year 1687. 

The ground-plots of many other of the great houfes of the nobility and great merchants 
have had the like improvements; fomc few before this great fire, though moftly fince : fuch 
as Prince Rupert’s, in Barbican ; the Duchefs of Suffolk’s, in Alderfgate- Street ; where two 
others ftill remain entire, viz. the Earl of Shaftelbury’s and the Bifliop of London’s palaces : 
the Bifliop of Winchefter’s, in Winchefter- Street, fee. All which, though happening in vari- 
ous periods of time, we have thrown together in this place, that we may not any more have 
recourfe to them hereafter. 

In this fame year 1666, Captain Sayle, in the fervicc of the new colony of Carolina, in his 
way thither, was by ftonn driven on the fliore of the ifle of Providence, the chief of the Ba- 
hama or Lucaya iflands ; and on liis return to England, with a report of the condition of thofc 

ifles. 
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l666 ifles, on which, as we have fcen, fome Enc^Iilh had fettled long before, but afterwards wcic 
driven out by the Spaniards, in 1641, Kinc; Charles the Second now framed a patent to the 
lords proprietors of Carolina of tlie faid hlaiuis. 

The iflc of Providence lies in the niidll of fornc hundreds, great and hnall, of dangeroully 
lituated ifios, from latitude twenty-two to twenty-feven north of tlic ilij of Cuba, and call of 
the coaft of Florida ; the greater part of them are of very little value, and more rcinrnka'dc for 
frequent lliipwrccks, when fliips chance to be driven rmiongO. them bv f ret, cf wearher, and the 
tcmpcflnoufnefs of thofc feas, than for any material benefit they can ailhi J w in time of peace, 
as lying fcvcral hundred miles out of the ufual couifc of our llnps to or \\ in ; ofeur planta- 
tions, Yet, when we arc at war with other 1‘Arropcan nrtion:',, who hav- oh ties in Ameri- 
ca, our pi'ivateers may be ufefully employed thereabout, a^ alio our fmaller llii[)S of war, wliicli 
the port of Xalliiu, in Providence Ifle, can well receive ; by vvhicli, and by a royal Inuadroii 
llationcd at Port Royal in Carolina, the Spaniili ])Iate ticcts fiom the Ilavaniia, in time ot 
war, nhght he more cafily intercepted, than by any licet at Jamaica^ which Captain Rogers, 
( iovernor of Providence, clearly explained to our government in the year 1728- It lias, for 
Inch rcalons, 1)een judged proper to fortify Ihovidcncc llle, which has alfo a regular govern- 
ment : for llioiild it be poliched by any other nation, it might be a means of greatly injuring 
our Ameiican commerce. It lies in tweitty-fivc degrees of north latitude, and is about lA'cn- 
ty-eight miles in length, and eleven miles in breadth, Spain’s jcaloufy of our pofielfing it, 
i'o near to the Havanna, occafioned their furpriling the Englilh there, as related in the year 
1641, burning their habltritions, and murdering the Governor; fo that it rcniaiiied a deiiirt, 
till relcttlcd in i6c6; but was loon after again neglc^lcd or deferted till about the year i6yo, 
when the faid Lords proprietors once more repeopled it, and appointed them a governor. 

In (Xiccn Anne’s war, in 1703, the i'rcncli and Spaniards utterly wafted and depopulated 
the illc of Providence, driving out tlic Englifu, carrying off their negroes, lxc. and domolilh- 
ing our fort of Nallau ; and fo it remained till the reign of King (jcorgc tlic Firft ; when our 
Iloiifc of Lords addrelied that King, to replant and rcfort’fy the Jlaliamif Ifles, wlierc pirates 
then had their ulual retreat. Whereupon, in ihe year 17 iS, Captain W oods Rogers wa.i.fcnt 
Regal (iovernor to Providence, to wliom the pirates for the irioft part fubmitteJ, and acccjited 
of our King’s pardon ; and it has ever lince remained a regal colony, where there is a faudl 
town, named Nallau, wiiii two good and well dcligned forts, crefled in 1745, fo as to he now 
in a very good ftatc of defence againft any enemy. And, befidc this principal iliand of Pro- 
vidence, there arc linall Lrltilh fettlemcius on Harbour llland, and on Eleuthcra, and a ftw 
families on fome other of tliofe iflaiids, who join with the reft of the ifles in the choice of 
twenty aflembly-mcii to rcpiefent them all. Tliofe ifles abound with many forts of good, 
and fome very uncommon timbers ; and with plenty of lloncs and lime : on Exuma, tlicrc is 
excellent fait ; and they have made fome cflays at fugar canes. The whole white pcc ple in 
thofc ifles were lately laid to be about two ihoufand in number ; but the condition of fucli 
kind of places is ufualiy fo lluftuating, more cfpecially in time of war, that we can fay little 
more of them at preleiit. 

By a ftatc of the Dutch Eaft India Company’s affairs, publifiied in this fame year, it appears 
that their fctticmcnt at the Cape of Good Hope was, even fo early, in a pretty good condition; 
their garrifon confiftedof five hundred men, and their new fori was near compleated : they in- 
deed complained of fome want of flaves for the cultivation of their lands ; but their vines and 
olive trees profpered very well, 
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AN historical AND C II R O N O L O G I C A L D E D V C T I O N 

Wheat was, in this year, at one pound fixtecn fhiliings per quarter, according to the Chro- 
nicon Precioluin, — a great blciling araidft the terrible calamity of the great conllagratigsrt at 

Loluloii. 

AV hat Alclcnnari Cockayne had fruitlcf&ly attempted for feven years together, viz, frSni 
1667 to i6d 8, was, in the year 1667, eafily effefted by making ufe of proper workmen, and 
taking other j^j iulcnt incafurcs. For, one Brewer, from the Netherlands, came over to Eng- 
land, with Ills Ibrvants, and liad due encouragement from the crown for inftrufting our people 
in the dyinp; and di cfTing of our fineft white woollen cloths, which were confcquently brought 
to il\e greateft perfeftion before their exportation. 

Since Captain Fox’s and Captain James’s attempts for a north-weft palTagc, through Hud^ 
fon’s Bay, to China, in the years 1631 and 1633, we hear of no more until the year 1667, 
when fcvcral perfons of worth and diftimftion, who had been, for fomc years before, conlult- 
ing about that voyage and difeovery, fitted out a fhip with merchandize from London, under 
the command of qnc Captain Gillam, who palTcd through Hudfon’s Sticights, and lb into 
Baffin’s Bay, as far as feventy-live degrees northward: next, he failed as far fouth as fifty-one 
degrees, odd minutes, wdierc, in the river he named after Prince Rupert, one of the adventu- 
rers, he built Charles’s Fort, the firft we ever had in Hudfon’s Bay : indeed, he was the firft 
that ever praftifed any thing like real commerce in tliat bay. Gillam carried with him two 
Frenchmen who had lived at Quebec in Canada, and who, upon the information of an In- 
dian tlierc, that the French, by travelling further north, would come to the bottom of a great 
bay or fca, had gone home to France, to folicit Blips to fail into Hudfon’s Bay, but their pro- 
pofal being flighted by the French court, our AmbafFador there picked them up, and fcni them 
to England, where the noble adventurers employed them as above. 

The parties at war againft England, viz. France and Holland, being willing to treat of a 
peace, their plenipotentiaries meeting, this year, at Breda, a peace between England and France 
was concluded : by wliich the latter yielded up to England all their part of the iflc of St. Chrif- 
topher, together with the iflcs of Antigua and Montferrat. On the other hand, the Englilh 
court, not then knowing or duly weighing the importance of the country of Acadia, or Aca- 
die, part of Nova Scotia, yielded the fame up to France. 

At the faid place, and in the fame year, a treaty was concluded' between England awd Hol- 
land ; by which it was agreed, that both parties Ihould retain what they then pollelFed. But, 
before it was quite concluded and figned, the King, imagining the peace to be certain, (fomc 
fay too, for faving the money granted by Parliament, for lefs valua!)lc ends) omitted to fit out 
Ills principal fleet to fca ; the Dutch, at the iiiftigation of the French court, fent over De 
Ruyter with feventy Blips of war, who, entering the mouth of the river 'riiames, took the 
fort of Shcernefs, which he blew up with a great quantity of naval and military ftorcs, &:c. 
From thence, fending Van Ghent with part of his Beet up tlic river Medway, to Chatham, 
where many of oqr capital Blips Jay, he burned four, tlie Dutcli fay fix, of them, and brought 
off the hull of the Royal Charles : but two or three of the Dutch Blips running a-gronnd, he 
cauled them to he burned, to prevent them falling into our hands ; and fo returned in triumph 
to his own coaft. But as the peace was now too fiir gone to break it off, it was foon after 
figned. — We Biall here only further take notice, that the fort at Shcernefs has fince been re- 
built in fo liibftantial and judicious a manner, as will probably prevent any fuch daring at- 
tempt hereafter. 

Yet this dilaftcr, did, at this time, create great uneafinefs araongft the Londoners, and 
more cfpccially in the people who had trufted the London goldfmitlis with moncy^ at a mode-* 
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1667 rate intcrefl: ; which money, the faid goldfmiths had advanced to the King, at a much higher 
intereft, on the fccurity of his revenue, as it fliould come in ; the creditors of thefc bankers 
being juftly apprehenfive left a fudden ftop fliould be put to their payments at the Exchequer. 
The King therefore, in order to quiet this uneaflnefs in the people, who were continually de- 
manding their money of the faid goldfmiths or bankers, iflued his declaration for preferving^ 
inviolably the courfc of payments in his Exchequer, both with regard to principal and intc- 
reft: although, in Icfs than live years, wc lhall fee, that he abfolutcly difregarded this foiemn 
declaration. 

At the faid treaty of Breda, the Englifli miniflers, at firft, inlifted on the Dutch Eaft India 
Company’s refloring the fpicc ille of I’olcron ; Cron'^wcll had indeed obliged them, in the year 
1654, to reftorc it : yet the Dutch had again feized on it in the year 1664. — But at length, Po- 
leron was agreed to be left to the Hollanders for ever — although it is faid to yield the beft nut- 
megs and mace of all the Molucca iiles. 

Nothing could more tflcftiially demonfirate the excellence of the Englifli Navigation A(ft, 
than the Dutch Plenipotentiaries foftrenuoufly infifiing, at this treaty of Breda, that the laid 
law was deflruftive of the Hollanders commerce, and fliould therefore, hy a claufe thcrcifi, he 
made void. Yet, although our niinlftcrs diirft not go fo far, it was however thereby ilipu- 
latcd, That all merchandize brought down the Rhine from Germany, to the ftaple at Dart, 
“ Ihoukl be deemed the fame as if it was the growth of Holland, and might confcquently be 

traiifportcd to England in Dutcli bottoms.” 

And whereas, during the faid war, the Englifli colony at Surinam, on the coaft of Guiana, 
had been attacked, and had furrcndcrcd to the Zealand lljnadron ; and, conflilering that the 
7iU / was agreed, at this treaty, to be the balls thereof, that colony was thercibre yield- 

ed to the Dutch ; which England had never made of any great importance to her commerce, 
though there were feme fine fugar plantations then in it, and alfo fomc tobacco ones ; but the 
latter were not of any great value ; and it luas ever fince been in their podeflion; — as, by this 
fame rule, the fine province of New York, a much nobler exchange, was confirmed to England. 

Laftly, it was by this peace ftipulated, that ns well Dutch lb ips of war, as their merchant 
flii ps, which lhall meet any Englifli Ihips of war in the four leas lurrounding Great Britain, 
fliall fldkc the ll ig and lower the topfail as formerly. But the licirs of Sir AVilliam Courtca 
received no fatislaction for the capture of his two Ihips in India, by the Dutch Eaft India ■ 
Company, long before, after much ftir made about it for many years paft. 

It was, on the whole, rather a dillionourablc peace for us, and an honourable and advanta- 
ous peace for the Dutch : for although they hereby quitted all prctcnfioiis to New York province,, 
it was puielv bccaufc they were quite before dilpolfeifed of it, and licing furrounded by the other 
Englilh colonics, could never liavc been able to regain or keep poireflion tlicrcof. Tlic pro- 
vince of New York is laid, by fomc, to have, on trial, yielded as good tobacco as Virginia 
or Maryland. It has a great incrcafc of corn, aiul a profitable trade for furs and peltry, with 
the Iroquois Indians; and with the fugar ifles, for its horfes and provifions of all kinds, and- 
plpc-ftaves ; as alfo to Madeira and the Azores. 

We are at length arrived to fomewhat like a pacification between England and Spain, in the 
American fcas, where till now both nations liad continued, in fomc fort, in a ftate of hoftili- 
ty, even while they lived peaceably together in Europe. By this time, indeed, Spain’s old 
prctciilions to an univcrllil fovercignty in the Amencaii leas, were become oblblcte; yet till 

now 
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1667 now bot!i nations took advantages of each other in thofe parts : the improving fpint of the 
Englilli, and the great dcclcnfion of Spain’s power, had gained them coniiderable groined in 
America. KingCharles 11. of England, thonoht it ncvei thcleis, at this time, prudent to cc 
to a gc’icial pacilication with Spain, in A-mcrica, in a treaty of peace and alliance, concluded 
wit.h tliat crown, that eighth article whereof, being the only one relating to America, or any 
]5ailicular cggnmercial point, runs in the following flrain, viz. 

We do mutually agree to remain on the fame footing, wnlh regard to our American com- 
mcrcc, upon which tliC States Cicncral ot the United Provinces of the Netherlands were 
‘‘ put by the fixili article of the treaty of Munfter, between Spain and the laid States Cicncral, 
‘‘ in the year 164S, which runs in the following words, viz, 

“ As to the Well Indies ; the fubjcch and inhahiranis of the faid Lords, the King and the 
“ States General, rcfpeftivcly, fliall forbear failing to, and trading in any of the harbours, 
places, cs,c. poircfTcd by the one or tlic other parly, viz. tlic fubjefts of the faid Lord the 
King Hull not /ail to, or trade in, thole held and poffeiicd by the laid Lords the States ; nor 
“ Hiall the fubjeiHs of the faid Lords the States fail to or trade in thofe held and poileircd by 
“ laid Lord the K ing of Spain.” 

T'his tightli article, tljougli tlius loofciv cxprcfTed, was at lead a tacit agreement of the 
74t / ill America; and was introductory of another more explicit treaty, three years 
aficr. 

About this time, France, in the minidry of the Piarp-figlited Colbert, fet on foot the fa- 
mous tapedry nianufaftuie, at the Gobelins in Paris ; for this end, procuring from all forcigri 
parts, drawers, defigners, painters, dyers, and engravers ; alfo workers in gold, filvcr, ivorv, 
hrafs, bcc» wliich, under the dircflion of the famous Lc Driin, were brought to great perfec- 
tion, and thereby much money kept at home, which l)eforc was feiit abroad for ornaments 
and curiodtics of that kind. As alfo cverv podlblc means was ufed for improving of old ma- 
'iiufadures, ami introducing of new ones and new branches of commerce. Pv all which mca- 
fures, France foon became the great rival and fupplantcr of both England and Holland in moil 
foreign ma’kets, as in 'f'urkey, Spain, Pc/itugal, and Italy, more particularly for wmollcn 
goods, with which, till after this time, the two fird named nations alone fupplied mod of the 
countries of Europe. 

Yet, in fomc refpefts, the French ovcrfliot the mark, as even their countryman, Monflcur 
II net, in his Memoirs of the Dutch Commerce, ohferves : ior, “ by laying fuch high du- 
“ ties on all fmcign merchandize imported, — and pretending to fell their own merchandize 
‘‘ to other nations, without buying any from them, they vainly imagined, that foreign na- 
“ tions could not be wirlioct fhcnch wares ; for which, too, they would pay xeady money to 
“ France, whilll the Ficnch took off none of theirs. This,” he ohferves, “ made both the 
Englilh and Durcli f t up many of the manufafturcs they were accudoined to have from 
France, and who, cr})ccially the Dutch, fold them in imitation of thofe of France, much 
cheaper tlian France could afford to do; fuch, particularly, as broad filks, gold and lilvcr 
brocades, ribbons laces, Inits, hardware, watches, toys, paper, &c. and have fince been 
wondcrfuiiy fuccedful therein.” We mav add, that, in England our broad filk manufac- 
ture been brought to great pcrfcilion, as alfo that of hardvVarc, watches, and habcrdaflic- 
ry ; k! our pnper, quite a modern inanufad’ture, fo far improved, as to favc great fums, for- 
merly paid to i'rance. 


In 
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1668 In January 1668, N. S. King Charles II. of England, concluded with tlje States General 
of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, a dcfcnfive alliance ; and, in February following, 
a treaty of commerce, in fubftance as follows, viz. 

Articles I. II. The King’s fubjciSls may freely trade with fuch kingdoms and Hates with 
whom he is in peace, although the States General fliould happen to be at war with the faiJ 
“ kingdoms and Hates ; — which freedom lhall extend to all kinds of merchandize, but contra- 
“ band goods. 

HI. By 'contraband goods arc meant, all forts of fire-arms, gun-powder, and military 
‘‘ inHruments of war : alfo, ropes, liorfcs, faltpetrc, horfe accoutrements, faddles, bridles, 
&c. 

IV. ‘‘ But provifions of all kinds, for the fuflcnance of life, may be carried freely even to 
the enemies of the States, excepting only to towns befieged or inveHcd. 

V. “ Englifli Hiips entering laden into any of tlic ports of the States, with an Intention to 
fail tlicncc to places at war with them, fhall only be obliged toprodscc their pairports, con- 
taining an attcHed inventory of their lading, and then may freely proceed, 

VI. Vll. VIII. ‘‘ Other means to be ufed where there may be juH ground for fufpicion 
** of carrying contral^nnd merchandize. 

IX. “ Contraband goods, found in Enghfii Hiips bound to tlie ports of enemies of the 
States, fhall be taken out, but neither the fhip, .nor the other mcrcliandizc, Hiall be feized. 

X. “ Merchandize fent by the King’s fubjefis, in fhips belonging to the enemies of the 
States, even tliougli not contraband, fhall be forfeited together with the other goods in fuch 

“ Hiips : but, on the other hand, whatever is found on board Biitifli Hiips, though the lading, 
or any part of it, Ihould belong to the enemies of the States, lhall be free, except they be 
contraband goods. 

XL. “ And the fubjefis and Hiips of the States General Huill, in all refpcfls, enjoy all the 
“ before named and after named privileges allowed to ihs King’s fubjefts and fhips, in referi 
cnee to trade and navigation on the coalls, and in the ports of the hud King’s dominions. 
XIL XIII. XIV. “ No violence nor injury fhall be offered by Bi ilifli fhips and lubjedts 
“ to tliofc of the States, and vice verfa^ and the coinnianJers of privateers, before tlicv put to 
fen, lhall give fecurity, to the wiue of one thoulaiid five hundred pounds, or fifteen thou- 
fand guilders, for tills end : but if a commander of any Engiilh Hilp lhall take a vcffel, la- 
‘‘ den with prohibited goods, lie Hiall not be aIlow’'cd to open chcHs, cS:c. nor to fell, barter, 
or make awMy with them till In'ougb.t on ihorc, in the prelence of the officers for prizes : 
and unlcfs the prohibited goods make only a part of the lading, in which calc they lhall be 
prefently taken out, that the fhip may purfur tlie voyage. 

XV. XVI. XVII. “ The King proniiU:s to do all polublc right and juHice in the cafe of 
prizes; and, in cafe the State; miniilcrs coni]>kiin of any injuHicc in the fcntcncrs paffed, 
the fame lliall be reviewed bv Ills c.nmcil in tlircc months fpacc. — Neither lhall the contro- 
‘‘ verted goods be fold or dllpofed of in the mean time, unlefs pcniliabh^, but by the conHnt 
of the parties complaining ; who, if they get a lentence in llicir favour, eithei in tiie flrfl: 
or fecond iiiHancc, fuch fcntcncc, upon giving kcuri'y, Hial! be piit in execution, although 
the other appeal to a higlicr court , but not again ' the opponents, if the fcntence Hiould be 
pronounced in their favour. And finahv, all tiic foregoing flipulations lhall be equally ob- 
“ ferved by the States, in ivfpcfl to the fuits or the King’s fubjeds,” — Vide vch i. p. 136, of 
a Collcdion of Treaties, fecond edition, 1732. 


The 
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1668 The ingenious and well-known treatife, entitled, The Britifh Merchant, and many oriicf 
writers, loudly and juftly complain of Englaiufs giving too much encouragement to the con- 
fnniption of French wines and brandies, and to the wear of their filks, linens, hats, &c. foy» 
inerly in immenfe quantities. . ^ 

That, nntil the year 1668, French wines were fold in London at eight pence per quart : but 
that It duty ot/our pence per quart being, in this year, laid on them, they were thenceforward 
fold for many years after at twelve pence per quart ; whilll we took olF infinite quantities of 
them, and of almoft every other fpecics of French merchandize, and that nation, on the con- 
trary, were continually diniinilhing more and more their confuniption of Englifli manufac- 
tures and mcrchaiuli/x, by new and high impofitions, obflruflions, and, at length, prohibi- 
tions : infomucli, that, in this fame year 1668, according to the above named Britifli Mer- 
chant, voLiii. p. 315, 316, firft publilhed in 1713, the general balance of the trade of Eng- 
land, was moft gricYOufly to our lofs, viz. 

i. d. 

Imported into England, in the year 1668, from all the world 4,196,139 17 o 

Exported . • - - - 2,063,274 19 o 

The imports exceed the exports, the fum of /. 2-, 132,864 iS o 

Tills great national lofs,’^ continues our fald author, “ wms owing to our having a lull 
trade w'ilh France. W hich full trade being afterwards prohibited, the general balance in the 
year 1699, was got to be lb lar in our favour as one million one hundred and forty-feven 
“ thoufand lix hundred and fixty pounds ten fhillings and nine pence. Total gained by us 
from having no trade with France in the year 1699, three millon two hundred and eighty 
thoufand five hundred and twenty- five pounds eight Ihillings and nine pence ; which ba- 
lance, in the year 1703, was fo coniklerably incrcafed as to be no lefs than two million one 
hundred and feventeen thoufand five hundred and twenty-three pounds three Ihillings and 
ten pence halfpenny. Total gained by us from having no trade with France, in the year 
1703, four million two hundred -and fifty thoufand three hundred and ciglity-cight pounds, 
one fhilling and ten pence halfpenny. — A mofl intcrefling confideratioii.” 

As the Eritilh Merchant’s principal author was Mr. Martin, then Infpcftor General of the 
Eritifli Cufloms, a gentleman of great honour and abilities, we may fafely rely on the truth of 
thefc balances, and may fairly draw feme very ufcful and important inferences therefrom, in 
behalf of our foreign commerce, and alfo particularly in favour of our American continent 
plantations ; which, to our vaft benefit, might, by the help of bounties^and other encourage- 
ments, in a few years be brought to fupply us with all the merchandize we now take from 
Norway ; and, indeed, moft, if not all, that we take from the countries on both fliores of the 
Baltic Sea, with all which parts the balance is greatly again ft us. A wife nation, therefore, 
ihould not hefitate a moment on a point fo clear as this is univcrftilly judged to be. 

‘‘ At this tir^e alfo,” ftiys the fiime ingenious author, “ The laudable Englifh fafhions of 
former times began to alter in fa -n’-r of France. The womens hats were turned into hoods 
made of French filk : wdiercby every maid forvaiit in England became a ftanding revenue to 
the French King of the half of her wages. Many hats for men were likewife brought from 
France, which alfo fupplied Italy wfith woollen goods, made of Englifh wool run to them, 
in return for Italian filk, which France .manufaftured, and fold to England to pay for that 
3 wool# 
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1668 wool. And whim they laid fuch high duties on our woollen cloths as amounted to a pro- 
hibition, we were in ii manner totally fupplied with their linens ; befide their wines, bran- 
dies, paper, &c.” And this alf'o fupplies us with another obvious inference, viz. to leant 
even from enemies whatever may be for the national advantage. 

In the faid year 1668 , by Lord Alhlcy’s pcrfuafion, who was then Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, King Charles the Second, of England, inllitutcd a Council of Commerce ; confiling 
of, a Prefident, — falary, eight hundred pounds ; Vice Prefident, — fix lumdrcd pounds i and 
nine other counfcllors, with each five hundred pounds falary ; who, inilcad of the former me- 
thod of referring all commercial matters to a fluftuating committee of the Ihivv Council, 
which was liable to fcvcral obje(f\ions, were to apply thcinielves diligently to rlic advancement 
of the nation’s commerce, colonics, niannfii61urcs, and Ihipping. Put as this King was never 
long conllant in any very laudable regulation, he, a few years after, laid afulc fo very be- 
neficial an inilitutiun, too expenfive alfo for him to fparc from his plcafures ; fo th.it 
commercial maltcis fell into their former way of a reference to a (:ommittce of the Puvy 
Council. 

In this fame year, King Cliarlcs II. of England, liaving in January concluded a defenfive 
alliance with the Dutch, to which the King of <>weden acceded, called, by way of eminence 
ilic 'Fi Iple 7 \lliance ; to the intent to oblige France to make a rcafonable peace with Spain, 
whereby the veil of the Spanilh Netherlands might be preferved ; in the fame year, coiiciudeJ 
alfo the before recited treaty of commerce with the Dutch. 

At length I rancc was induced to conclude a peace wnth Spain, at Aix-la-Chapellc, though 
on the following very difadvantageous terms for the latter: Spain now yielding up to I'rance 
the towns and forts of Charleroy, llinch, Acth, Doway, Fort Scarp, 'rournay, Lille, Ouclc- 
narde, Armentiers, Courtray, Bergucs, and Fumes, together with their Kiilywicks, chatel- 
J.mies, territories, and dependencies. Thus France got a mure . firm fooling into the very 
heart of the Spauiih Netherlands, whereby the balance of power between thofe two great 
nations was lliamcfully fufivred, by King Charles 11. of England, to be quite dcllroycd ; who, 
h:id he felt any great regard for England’s commercial inteieils, or for the cquiiiluium of 
Iburopc in general, might have undoub.tedly prevented it. 

Yet Lewis XIV. fcajccly kept to this peace for fo long as two years, w itlTout making far- 
ther encroachments on Spain's weak King, Ciiailcs IL and his feebly declining monarchy. 
At this time, however, Lewis found himfclf obliged to rcftorc back to fpain the county of 
Burgundy, commonly called Franchc Compte, the invading whereof and of the .Neiheilands, 
had obliged Spain to makepeace with, and renounce all prcienfions to Portugal, 

In this fame year, Charles 11. of Englaifd, granted a new charter to the famous Cinque Port'', 
fituated.on the coafts of Kent and Suirex, by which lie confirmed their ancient privileges, 
with fome new regulations, more fuitable to modern times, relating to taxes, and the cle£tion 
of officers, &c. now of no ufc to our purpofe. Since our vafi incrcafc of the royal navv, 
thefe Cinque Ports are no more of any great importance ; tliougli, as we have more than once 
llicwn, they were greatly ufeful to our Norman race of Kings in their expeditions to the con- 
tinent, and alfo in cafe of threatened iiivafions from thence, before our Kings had any royal 
navy, properly fo called. 

We learn the retail prices of wines at London, in this year 166S, by an aft of Parliament 
of the twentieth of Charles 11. cap. i. for laying the following duties tlicrcon, viz. 

VoL. 11. 3 


For 
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1668 For every quart of French wtne retailed, four pence; of Spanlfti wine, and all other winea,^ 
fix pence ; brandies, and all other fpirits imported, twelve pence per quart: — and, for the bet- 
enabling retailers to pay thofe duties on wines, they are impowered to take or demand 
every quart of French wine, four pence ; and of Spanilh, &c. wines, fix pence, over and abeve 
the prices they were fold at before — Provided, that French wines fliall not hereafter be fold 
at above tweWe pence, nor Spanifh, &c. wines, at above two (hillings per quart, the faid new 
duties included. This (hews, that till thefe new duties were laid, French wines, as already 
obferved, were retailed at eight pence, and Spanifh, &c. wines, at one (hilling and fix pence- 
per quart. 

The timber of the King’s foreft of Dean, in Gloucefierlhire, being of late much deftroyed;. 
by an aft of Parliament of this fame year 1668, cap. iii. “ Eleven tlioufand acres of the waftc 
lands in that foreft were direfted to be inclofed, for the growth and prefervation of oak tim- 
ber, for the f apply of the royal navy, and the maintenance of (hipping for the trade of this 
“ nation.” So fars this aft, and we wifliitmay be inquired into whedier the fame be duly 
obferved at this day. 

1669 It is fcarccly worth relating, were it not being fomewhat hiftorical, in refpeft of the linen 
manufafture, what the anonymous author of a book frequently before quoted, entitled. The 
happy future State of England, acquaints us with, via. that in the year 1669, there was twen- 
ty-three thoufand fix hundred and eighty pounds weight of linen yam imported from Scotland 
into the port of London. *He alfo relates, that at this time, the French Proteftants, fettled 
at IpCwicb,- made linen of fifteen (hillings per cll. 

Under this year 1669, Penfionary Dc Witt, in his intcreft of Holland, fpcaking.of the in- 
creafed power of England, begins fo far back as the preceding century. “ Thus,” fays Iie^ 
“ when the compulfive laws of the Nctherland Halls, had firft driven the cloth-weaving from 
‘‘ the cities into our villages, and thence into England, and that, by the cruelty of the Duke 
D’Alva, the fay-wcaving went alfo after it ; the Eiiglifh, by degrees,, began to vend their 
^ manufafturcs throughout Europe : they became potent at lea, and no longer to depend on 
the Netherlands. — AJfo by that dilcovery of the inexpreffibly rich cod-bank of Newfound- 
^ land, tlK)fe of Briftol in particular made ufe of that advantage. — Moreover, the long perfe- 
cation of Puritans in England has occafioned the planting of many Englifli colonies in A- 
merica, by which they drive a very confiderable foreign^ trade thitlier. — So that this mighty 
^ ifland, united with Ireland under one King — fcated in the midft of Europe, having a clear 
deep coaft, with good havens and bays, in fo narrow a fea, that all foreign ftiips that fail 
^ cither to the eaftward. or the weft ward, arc ncccflitatcd, even in fair weather, to Ihun the 
^ dangerous French coaft, and fail along that of England, and in ftormy weather to run. 
^ in and preferve their lives, (hips, and merchandize in its bays. — So that England now, by 
its conjunftion with Scotland, being much increafed in ftrcngtli, as well by manufafturcs 
^ as by a great navigation, will in all refpefts be formidable to all. Europe. F'or, ^according, 
to the proverb, — ‘ a mafterat lea is a lord atland ;’ — and more cfpecially a King of England, 
feeing he is able, both whole fleets and private (hips of war, at all times, to feize on (hips 
• ^ failing, by that coaft; the wefterly winds which blow for mod part of the year on this 
fide of the tropic giving the Englifh great opportunities to fail out of their numerous 
bays and harbours, at plcafure, to infeft our navigation. — Of which formidable power King 
Henry the Eighth was fo fenfibic, that he dared to ufe this device, Cu/ adhareofraeft^---i, c. 
^ He whom I affill (half be mafter and. he accordingly made war as he lifted; fometiines 

a. againft 
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1669 ** againft France, at other limes againft Spain, though then ftrengthened with the German 
Empire and thefe Netherlands ; making peace at his own plcafure, both with King Francis 
“ the Firft, and with the Emperor Charles the Fifth, whom he dared fo horribly to defpife as 
“ to repudiate his Aunt Queen Catherine.” 

KJ* Thus this able, though frenchified, Minifter of State lays down an immutably intereft- 
ing Icflbn for Britain, viz. ever to be fuperior to any other nation on the ocean ; whereby we 
lhall ever be fuperior in commerce : and whilft we preferve, by fuch a conduft, our great in- 
fluence on the councils of the nations on the continent of Europe, we lhall increafe our wealth 
and preferve our independence, and our confequent liberty. Neither need we, on this fub- 
jeft, to obferve, that our fuperiority at fea muft ever be ^ery confidcrable ; not only on ac- 
count of the guard of our own extenfive coafts, but alfo for the proteftion of our commerce 
on all the four quarters of the earth. This will ever be our great palladium ; and, according 
to the poet,—— 


We then moft hnppy, who can fear no force, 

** But winged troops and Pegafean horfe 1” waller. 

In this year, the French Prime Minifter, Colbert, brought from Holland, Van Robals, a 
Dutch merchant, to fettle, with five hundred workmen, at Abbeville, in Picardie, where a 
new manufaflure for fuperfine woollen broad cloth was fuccefsfully fet on foot. It is fuper- 
fluous to recite all the privileges, immunities, and fums of money, beftowed on him and his 
faid workmen. — From thirty looms, in the year 1681, he was encouraged to fet on foot fifty. 
In 1698, Van Robais’s loom^ amounted to eighty. And, in 1708, they exceeded one hun- 
dred ill number. — And the French King, for doing the greater honour to this new manufac-* 
tory, gave leave even for the noblefle to be concerned in it, without its detrafting from their 
nobility. 

And, for procuring a fufliclent vent for thefe and other French woollen goods in Turkey, 
money was iffued to the merchants of Marfeilles out of the King’s treafure, to be re-paid after 
the return of the fhips from Turkey: in confcqucncc of which that city has gradually fup-^ 
planted England and Holland of much of their Turkey trade. And the apprehenfions of fome 
people go fo far as to think, Marfeilles will be able in time to engrofs the whole of it. 

France, at this time, as has been already in part obferved, began to ab^nd in all kinds of 
curious manufaflurcs, toys, &c. with which they fupplied every corner of ^Europe. One 
moft material thing, however, they hitherto wanted, for complcating their fuperiority over the 
reft of the world, viz. a fuperiority of naval power. 

Penfionary De Witt, who firft wrote at this time, his Intereft of Holland, obferves, in 
part ii. chap. 7, that, “ it is apparent the French have very few fhips and mariners of their 
“ own : fo that all their traffic is carried on by Holland fhips, and to Holland, or at leaft by 
“ unlading there, fome few Englifh fhips and traffic excepted : and when any goods are to be 

tranfported from one French harbour to another, they are put on board fhips of Holland.** 
—This was the cafe at this time. 

In the fccond volume of Voltaire’s Age of Lewis the Fourteenth, it is faid, that this great 
Prince foon after granted a bounty of five livres per ton for every new built fhip in France ; 
by which means fliipping foon became more plenty : yet, he fays, that fo ignorant were they 
then in France, that not a few condemned thofc wife regulations as pernicious^ 

3 R a 
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1669 ai? With refpcil to the woollen manufafturcs in general, there is a very great miftakc which 
prevails with many even to this day, in imagining, that the fine broad cloth in France is prin- 
cipally fupported by our Englilh van wool. Seeing it is well known, that the real very fapev 
fine cloth every whcic miift be entirely of. Spanilh wool; and therefore often called Spanifli 
cloth. And that although the fecond fort of French cloth is much meliorated by the help of 
our fine (hort wool, yet, for the moft part, the bell: wool of France alone may do well enough 
for their coai^c cloths. — And it is principally for their fine llulfs, hofc, caps, See. that the 
French find our loft and long combing wool, the beft of its kind in all Europe, abfolutcly nc- 
ceflary ; — as, without a certain proportion thereof, mixed up with their own wool, they can- 
not make tliofc fine goods fit for the markets of Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Moreover, by 
running of our wool to Hamburg, Holland, Flanders, France, 8cc. thofe countries arc enabled 
to iHianufafture thofe flufl's and ftockings, to the great detriment of our own manufaflurers. 

France, in our days, takes from us no other commodities than what they can further im^ 
prove or inaniifaftpre ; or clfe, fuch as they cannot as yet be without, viz. raw-hides, leather, 
beef, and butter, chiefly from Ireland ; and alfo much leaf tobacco. 

So much was the commerce and navigation of Holland improved fincc the pacification with 
Spain in the year 1648, to the time of De Witt’s firft writing his Intcreft of Holland, in the 
year 1669, viz, ii\ twenty -one years time, — that, in part ii. chap. 2, he thinks it was incrcaf- 
cJ one half. “ I'hat it w^as during her before named war with Holland, that Spain loll tlic 
“ bulk of her naval power : and iince the above named peace vve have mollly beat the Eailcr- 
“ lings and the Englifh out of the trade to Spain, all the coalls of vvliich country arc navigated 
“ chiefly wdih Jdutdi fhipping ; and, for want of fliips and failors of their own, Spain has 
‘‘ now openly begun to hire Dutch fhips to iail to her Indies, though formerly fo careful to 
“ exclude all foreigners from thence : and fo great is the fupply of Dutch manufaftures to 
“ Spain, &c. that all the merchandize brought from the Spanilh \\ eft Indies is not fufficient 
to make returns for them ; fo that the Dutch carry home the balance in money.” 

The faid great author, De Witt, has, for the better illuftration of the increafe of the Dutch 
commerce and of their people, exhibited the computed number of the inhabitants of the j^ro- 
vince of Holland and Weft Fricfland, with the fcveral means whereby they arc fuppoiteJ at 
this lime, viz. 

Perfons. 

“ I. By the fiflicrics at fca, and the feveral trades and traffic depending thereon 450,000 
“ II. By agriculture of all kinds, turf-making, inland fifhing, and by furnifliing 
thofe people with all forts of materials, they being hufbandmen - 200,000 

“ 111 . By manufadurcs, Ihipping, works of art, &c. coiifumed abroad ; and by 
“ trades relating to the faid manufaftures - - 650,000 

IV. By navigating for freight and trade jointly, cxcluftve of the filhery, and 
‘‘ trades depending .thereon - - - . - 250,000 

‘‘ V. By all the before named people, men, women, and children, who muft be 
fupplied with what they want ; as food, cloathing, houfing, furniture, and all 
“ other things fot art, cafe, pleafiire, and ornament - - 650,000 

“ VI. Gentry, without employment ; civil magi ilratcs, and officers ; and fuch 
as live on their eftates or money ; foldicrs ; ilie poor in hofpitals, beggais, &c. 200,000 


ti 


Total number of fouls in the lingle province of Holland 


2,400,000 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* * 


501 

A.n. 

1669 He adds, That the eighth part of this number could not be fupplied with ncceflaries out 
of the produft of Holland, it being thtir gain by traflic which brings in the iicccflTaries for 
“ the other fevcn-cightli parts of the whole people.’* 

In another place, chap. vi. part 3, he acquaints us, “ That the city of AniftcrJam hath, to 
“ his faid time, been enlarged two parts in three. And yet none can obferve that either the 
houfes or the inhabitants arc thereby leffencd in value : and that it is fo augmented in build- 
ings, that the impofts on the bulky goods of that city only, in the laft farm, yielded above 
“ three hundred thoufand guilders more than in the former farm ; and we may affirm the like 
“ of Leyden, Dort, and other cities in proportion.” 

In this fame year, the Dutch Laft India Company, after a long conteft witli the King of 
MacalTar, in the Eaft Indies, obliged him to yield up the fortrefs of that name. 

King Charles of England, having now received intelligence, that the Spaniards had aban- 
doned the niofi; part of-thc great proviriee of Chili, in South America, was advifed to attempt 
a fcttlemcnt in a country fo greatly abounding in gold, See. He therefore fent out Sir John 
Narborongli, with a Ihip of thirly-hx guns and a pink, with orders to make difcovciies on 
that coaft, and in other parts of the South Seas. He pafled the Straits of Magellan, filling 
along the coafls of Patagonia and Chili ; but as his orders were exprefs, not to moled tlic Spa- 
niards in thofe parts, and as the Spaniards at Baldivia would not permit him to trade with t.he 
Indians, and had feized his lieutenant and three. ot his failors, he judged it prudent to return 
liomc ; which he accordingly did by the fame Magellanic Straits ; which, probably, none after 
liim has ever attempted, as the voyage round Cape Ilorne into tlic South Seas is every way fo 
fiipcrior. He arrived in England in the year 1671 ; and his obfcrvaiions and draughts were 
afterwards publiihed. Whiich is all that is needful to fay on this expedition, after briefly ob- 
ferving, that fuel) a fcttlcment as was hereby propolcd to be made in fo remote a part of the 
world from England, in fo tempeftuous an ocean, and with fo obfllnatc a people as tlie inha- 
bitants of Chili, would have, probably, been attended with alinofl infupcrablc difficulties; 
fince Spain iticli'^ though potldTed of the countries north and eaft of Chili, has had enough 
to do to preferve their footing there. • 

In tlic fame year, the Shirks compleated the total conqueft of the nol:»Ie illand of Candia, 
anciently Crete, from tlic republic of Venice, "i'hcir ficgc of irs capital city, of the fame 
name, lailed twenty-eight months, at which alone the Turks arc (aid to have loft one hundred 
thoufand men, and in their conqueft of the whole ifland, above half a million of men ; which 
provoked the brutilli Grand Vizir to monftrous cruelties. As Candia lies dircdlly in the way 
of the navigation from and to Conftantiiiople, and to the Tiirkilh ides of the Archipelago, 
and nlfo to Egypt, &c. it was a very mortifying objed to them wliilft in the poirellioii of 
Venice. 

It is commonly remarked, that ever fince this conqueft, the naval power of Turkey has 
greatly dccreafcd ; poffibly, becaufc fince being pollelfed of Candia they are more lecure and 
uninterrupted in their comuiiinication with Egypt, and their other J^evantme provinces. — 
I'oriiicily the Turks were very formidable in thofe fcas; and indeed fcveral parts ol their do- 
minions afford great abundance of materials for Ihip-builJing and naval ftores ; but, as they 
never were much, and now Icfs than ever, ^addicted to commerce, this rcafon alone is fuffi- 
cient to account for the prefent declenfion of their marine. 

It was in or about this year, that the F'rench Eaft India Company abandoned tlicir fcttle- 
nicnt in Madagafear, called by them I’lllc Dauphiae, as not finding it worth keeping, and 
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1669 transferred their principal refidcncc to Surat in India, Soon after, the King, by the patronage 
of Colbert, granted them the haven of Port Louis, in Bretagne, for their fhips ; in virtue of 
which grant, they afterwards cftabliftied their warehoufes, fhips, and magazines, at v^hat they 
named Port L’Ortent, near Port Louis. Colbert alfo obtained for this Company a rcmifliion 
from the King of three millions of livres due to him. He alfo obtaiiied for them an exemp- 
tiorf from al^duties on their imported merchandize. Notwithftanding all which, their affairs 
remained at his death, in the year 1683, in a declining condition. 

1670 It was in or about this year, that the wear of the flimfy mufliiis from India Was fitft intro- 
duced into England : before which time our more natural and ufual v^rcar was cambricks, Si- 
lefia lawns, and fuch kind of fine flaxen linens, from Flanders and Germany, in return for 
our woollen manufaftures^^of various kinds, cx;portcd to thofe countries in very confidcrable 
quantities. 

In this year an additional aft of Parliament, of the twenty-fecond year of King Charles IT. 
cap. xi. pafled for<:hc rebuilding of London, the uniting of fundry parifhes, the rebuilding of 
the cathedral of St. Paul, and of the parochial churches. 

Whereby, firft, the following ftreets were direfted to be widened, viz. Paternoftcr-Row, 
Warwick-Lane, Watling-Street, Candlewick-Street, near the former, Eaftcheap, Swithin’s- 
I.ane, Little Wood-Street, Milk-Street, Tower-Street, Water-Lane, near the Cuftom-houfc, 
Rood-Lane, St. Mary Hill, Thames-Street, from London-Bridge to Puddle-Dock, Pyc- 
Corner, Tlireadnecdle-Street, and the paffage at Holborn-Bridge* 

Secondly, The following public buildings were direfted to be enlarged, viz. the Royal Ex- 
change, Guildhall, the Seffions-Houfe in the Old Bailey, and the city prifons. Tw^o fliil- 
lings more per chaldron was to be laid on coals, in all three Ibillings. One-fourth part of all 
monies appropriated for the rebuilding of parifli churches was to be applied for the rebuilding 
of St. Paul’s cathedral. 

The channel of Bridewell-Dock, from the Thames to Holborn-B ridge, fince known by the 
name of Fleet-Ditch, and now no longer in exiftence, to be made navigable. Alfo a new 
Street to be made from the weft-end of Threadneedle- Street into Lothbury (this is Prince’s- 
Strect), — Two pofterns, for foot-paflengers, to be made at Ludgate, and the gate to be en- 
larged. 

At this time, King Charles the Second was enabled by two afts of Parliament, (viz. one of 
the twenty-fccond year of his reign, cap. vi. and another of the twenty-fccond and twenty- 
third, cap. xxiv.) todifpofeof or alienate his fee-farm rents; the purchafe-moncy of which 
was prcfcntly fquaudered away, under pretence of paying the King’s debts bearing intcreft.— 
Thcfe rents were a noble income and refourcc to the crown ; which, furcly, no wife King 
would ever have alienated on any pretence whatever. 

CCS* The purchafers had very cheap bargains of thofe rents, though now they fell at very 
high prices. Thus this improvident Monarch compleated what his prcdeccflbrs had begun, 
and carried very far, viz. to render thcmfeivcs abfoluicly dependent on their Parliaments ; 
which was, and Ihould be, very far from difpleafing to all true lovers of England’s liberty. 

Notwithftanding former prohibitions, the planting of tobacco in England ftill continued: 
wherefore an aft of Parliament now pafled ^twcnty-fccond and twenty -third of Charles If. 
cap. xxvi.) to prevent it ; which in its preamble fays, ftill incrcafcd, to the apparent lofs of 
his Majefty’s cuftoms, and the difeouragements of his plantations in America, and the trade 
and navigation of the realm.” The pcacc-officcrs were therefore hereby direfted to fcarch 
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for and prevent tobacco growing within their rcfpeftivc bounds, and alfo to deftroy the fame, 

wherever found. With a provifo, however, as formerly, of allowing it to the phyfic-gardens 
of both univerfitiesj or other private gardens for pbyfic or furgery, fo as any fuch plantation 
exceed not the compafs of half a pole or perch for every fuch garden. 

To this aft was added a claufe, exprefsly repealing the word Ireland^ in an aft of the twelfth 
of this King, cap. xviii. So that now the produft of the Englifli plantations brought to Eu- 
rope muft be firft landed in England only, before they be re-fliipped for other parts. 

Wchave feen, under the year 1667, that till that year there was not the leaft mention of 
America in any treaty between England and Spain ; the latter, willing to keep up her ancient 
claims in that country, and the former, determined to keep and improve tlic eftablilhraent Ihc 
had made there. Spain’s great feeblenefs, however, at length* brought her to reafonable condi- 
tions. And as the eighth article of the faid treaty of 1667 was, by the court of Spain, thought 
now to be too general, the Spanilh miniftry earnefliy applied to the Englifh court for a more 
clear and explanatory treaty relating to America ; which was accordingly complied with by 
King Charles of England, upon King Charles II. of Spain’s agreeing to recognize the for- 
mer’s right to all the American dominions he was poffefled of in this year 1670, when Sir 
William Godolphin, the Englifli minifter at Madrid, concluded the following treaty, viz. 

Articles I. and II. There fliall be an univerfal peace, and a true and finccre fricndfliip in 
America, as well as in all other parts of the world, between the two nations. 

“ III. and IV. All enmities, hoftilities, &c. lhall henceforth ceafe between the two Kings 
and their fubjefts : and, for this end, both fidcs are to forbear all afts of violence, and to 
call in all commiflions, letters of marque, &c. and to declare them null and void. 

V. Both Kings do hereby renounce all leagues, confederacies, &c. to the prejudice of 
^ one another. 

VI. Prifoners on both fides, detained by reafon of afts of hoflility hitherto committed in. 

** America, to be forthwith fet at liberty. , 

VII. Offences, injuries, and Ioffes, fuffered. by either party in America, fliall be utterly 
buried in oblivion. 

‘‘ VIII. The King of Great Britain, his heirs, and fucceffors, fhall always poffefs, in full 
•bright of fovcrcignty and- propriety, all the countries, iflands, colonies, &c. lying and fituatc 
^ in the Weft Indies, or in any part of America, which he and his fubjefts now hold and 
^ poffefs ; infomuch, that they neither can nor ought hereafter to beicoiitcftcd, under any pre- 
tcnce whatfever. 

IX. The fubjefts, merchants, captains, mafters, and mariners, of each ally refpcftively, 
^ fliall forbear and abftain from failing to and trafficking in the ports and havens that have' 
fortifications or magazines, and in all other places poflefled by either party in tlie Weft In- 
“ dies. — But if at any time cither of the Kings lhall think proper to grant the other’s fubjefts 
any general or particular leave or privileges to fail to and traffic in any of tlie places under 
his obedience, the faid traffic and navigation lhall be cxercifed according to the form and 
^ effeft of the faid leave and privileges fo granted them ; for the fecurity, guaranty, and au- 
^ thority whereof, this prefent treaty and the ratification of it fliall ferve. 

^ X. In cafe the fubjefts of either ally, and tjieir Ihips, wlicihcr fliips of war or merchant 
^ fliips, fliall at any time be forced, by ftorm, purfuit of pirates or enemies, or any other 
^ accident, to retire and enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, havens, roads, and porta^ 
« belonging to the other in America, for proteftion and refug?, they fliall be received and; 
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1670 treated there with all manner of humanity, civility, prote£lion, and afliftancc ; fliall be al- 
“ lowed to rcfrclh themfclvcs, and, at a common price, to buy provifions and other nccclfa- 
ries, for the convenience of their voyage ; and Ihall be permitted to depart without let or 
“ rholcftaiion. 

XL Or if the fliips of either party lliall run upon fand-banks, or be fliipwrecked, within 
fhc dominions of the other, or fufFcr any damage there, the faid perfons lh:dl by no means 
be detained prifoners ; but, on the contrary, lhall have all manner of afliftancc, and Ihall 
have paflport for their free and peaceable return to tiicir own country. 

XII. Hut vet, in cafe thofc 111 ips happen to be three or four together, fo as to give juft 
ground of fufpicion ; in fuch cafe they lhall, as foon as arrived there, let the governor or chief 
magiilratc of the place know the caufe of their coming, and fliall tarry no longer theic than 
the laid governor or chief magiftrate will give them leave, after fupplying themfcJves with 
provifions, and refitting their fliips. And they are ever to abftain from putting any wares 
or bales of goo4s on fliore, to expofe them to fale ; neither arc they to receive any mcrchaii- 

** dize on board, nor do any thing that is contrary to this treaty. 

XI II . and XIV. The prefent treaty to be inviolably oblervcd by both parties and their 
fiibjcfts. And particular offences fliall no way prejudice this treaty: but every one flia'l 

“ aiifwer for what he has done, and be profccutcd for contrav^ iiing it. Xeilher fliall Jcttcis 
of reprifal, or any other like methods for obtaining reparation be granted, unicfs juilire 
lhall bca( 5 iually denied, or unrcafonable delays be ufed. In which cafe, it lhall be lawful 
to have iccouvfe to the ordinary rules of the law of nations, until reparation be made to tlic 
perfon that has been injured, 

“ XV. l‘his treaty lhall not derogate from any pre-eminence, right, or figniory, wfliich 
cither the one or the ether of the allies have in the Teas, ftraits, or frelh-waters of America. 
And it is always to be underllood, that the freedom of navigation ought by no manner of 
means to be interrypted, when there is nothing committed contrary to the true Icnfc and 
meaning of thefe articles.” 

Ly tills I'amous treaty, tlic pirates gr buccaneers, who, for fcvcral years, had greatly an- 
noyed Spaiiilh America, were cut off from all future protc^l'ion from England in any hoflilo 
attempts on tiic Spanifh American dominions ; and all commiffions to fuch, were called in and 
annulled: by which a very troublcfonic thorn was taken out of her foot. 

It w^as on the autlioiiry of tliis treaty, confirmed by fubfeijucnt ones, that Engllfli fhijis 
failing along, though not landing on the coafts of the Spanilh dominions in America, liavc 
been formerly fo lung and fo much difturbed by the fliips of Spain called guard de collas, and 
which obliged thelate King of Great Britain at length to declaic war againft Spain, in tlie 
year 1739, as will be fccii under that .year : and yet this controverfy ftill remains to this day 
undecided ; even although the kft part of the above fifteenth article provides for the freedom 
of navigation in exprefs terms. 

About this time, Sir Jofiah Child firfl publiflicd his Difeourfes on Trade ; which, he tells 
us, lie llift wrote at his country-houfe, in the ficknefs year, in 1665; and although written 
fo long ago, yet, taken all together, it is ftill an excellent book on that fubjcdl. One of his 
greateft and nioft favourite points therein, was to labour to perfuadc men how much the low 
ijitercft of money contributes to the advancement of tlie commerce and riches of a nation ; 
which he more particularly exemplifies in the Hollanders. — Yet, certainly, in fame IcfRr 
points, he puflies the fubjedl too far; and is for introducing feme Dutch cuftoins Avhich 

would 


3 



t)? THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCEJ 


50s 

A. d: 

1670 wo\ild not fuit the genius, laws, and conftitution of Britain ; fuch as the transferring of all 
bills of private debts ; alfo Gavel-kind, or the dividing the cflate of a father equally to all his 
children. Such points feeming litter for a Republic, like Holland, wholly made up of mer- 
chants, than for a great Monarchy with an immenfe fund of land. Yet, upon the whole, his 
foundations, obfervations, and informations are juft, and very ufeful. 

I. In his preface he afferts, “ that our exports of native commodities to Spain and Por- 
tugal are more than trebled within Icfs than thirty years ; or lince 1640. 

“ 11 . That in the Ruflia trade the Hollanders had, in the preceding year, twciuy-two ftiil 
of grcat'fhips, and the Englilli but one. 

HI. Thai in the Greenland whale lifticry, the Dutch and Ilambnrglicrs had annually 
four or five hundred fail, and the Englifa but one Ihip lafl year, and none in the for- 
mcr one. 


‘‘ IV. Tliaf the Hollanders have the great trade for fait from Portugal and France ^ and 
that immenfe filling for wliitc herrings upon our own coafts. 

V. In tlie Eaftland, /. c. Baltic, the Englifli have not half fo much to do as formerly; 
“ and the Dutch ten times more than they formerly had. And 

He fays, That the Dutch intereft of three per cent, and the narrow limited Companies of 
England, have beaten us out of thefe and fomc other trades which he could name.” He 
m.*ans here the Ruflia, Merchant-adventurers, and Eaftland Companies. 

“ VI. lie juftly remarks, That, in all probability, the Dutch would have long face cn- 
grofled tJic trade of red herrings, but for two ftrong reafons, viz. 

“ Firft, That the filh for that purpofe muft be dircflly brought frefti on Iliorc, as at Yar- 
mouth, which the Dutch cannot do, bccaufc the herrings fwim on our coafts, and are at 
too great a cliftance from theirs. 

“ Secondly, They muft be fmoaked with wood ; which cannot be done on reafonabic terms 
but in a woody country, which Holland is not. And the like may be faid of our pilchard 
trade, which muft be cured and prefted upon the land, which the Dutcli cannot do. 

“ VII. Neither can the Dutch gain firm footing in the Newfoundland and New England 
fuTicrics, as being managed by our weft country ports, properly fituated for it. 

VIII. England, fays our author, has no fiiarc in the trade to China and Japan ; to both. 
“ wliich tlic Dutch have a great trade. Since his time we have long had the largeft trade to 
‘‘ China of any European nation. 

“ As to our Norway trade, it is in great part loft to the Danes, Ilolfleincrs, &c, by means 
of fomc claufes in our Aft of Navigation.” 

Thefe northern nations by bringing to us their own produft in their own proper fltipping, 
which they navigate cheaper than we can do, muft ever retain a great fliare of that trade. 

And with refpeft to our having loft, as he juftly obferves, a very great part of our former 
exportations to France, we need only to obferve, That, fince his time, we have done all that 
was in our power for retaliating their great irapofts on our draperies, chiefly by our laying high 
duties on their w ines, brandies, &c. and by our legillaturc’s rejefting the French bill of com- 
merce in the year 1713. 

Fie fays, That a great part of the plate trade from Cadiz is loft by us to the Dutch.” 
Had he lived till our time, he would have been louder with regard to the French, in this refpeft. 

What he fays of the Dutch having bereaved us of the trade to Scotland and Ireland, is quite 
reverfed in our time. With regard to the former country, by the confolidaled union of the 
two kingdoms ; and to the latter, by the greater application of both nations. 
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1670 He well obferves, That no trades do fo much merit our care as thofc which employ molt 
Ihipping ; fince, befide the profit by the merchandize, the freight is often more in value 
than the faid merchandize, and is all clear profit to the nation : and the (hips and failors 
^ are an addition of power and ftrength to us/’ • 

Next, he comes again to the brighter fide of our commerce, befide our two before- named 
filheric^, &c. 

** Firft, In%ur Turkey, Italian, Spaiiilh, and Portuguefe trades, we have the natural 
advantage of our wool. 

** Secondly, Our provifions and fuel, in country places, are cheaper than the Dutch 
have them. 

Thirdly, Our native commodities of lead and tin are great advantages. 

** Fourthly, He juftly terms our Aft of Navigation our Charta Maritima, on account of 
“ its many benefits toais ; as it compels us to import foreign merchandize in our own fliip- 
ping, and as it alfo fccures to us the foie trade to our plantations in America. 

Fifthly, He Ihews the vaft incrcafc of England’s riches, even in only twenty years fpacc, 
i, e. fince the year 1650. 

* For, firft, fays he, wc give generally now one third more money with apprentices than 
“ we did twenty years before. 

“ Secondly, Notwithftanding the decay of fome, and the lofs of other trades ; yet, in the 
grofs, wc fliip oft now one third moYc of our mamifaftures, and of our tin and lead, than 
“ we did twenty years ago. 

“ Thirdly, New built houfes in London yield twice tlic rent which they did before the 
conflagration, in the year 1666 ; and houfes, immediately before that fire, generally yielded 
“ one-fourth more rent than they did twenty years ago. 

“ Fourthly, The fpeedy and coftly rebuilding, after that great fire, in London, is a con- 
vincing fand to a ftranger an amazing) argument of the plenty and late increafe of money 
in England. 

‘‘ Fifthly, Wc have now more than double the number of mercliants and flapping that wc 
' ** had twenty years ago. 

Sixthly, The courfe of our trade, from the increafe of our money, is ftrangely altered 
within thefe tw^enty years ; moft payments from merchants and fhopkeepers being now 
“ made with ready money ; whereas formerly the courfc of our general trade run at three, fix, 
nine, and eighteen months time.” 

As to the objcftioii, that all forts of men complain fo much of the fcarcity of money, cfpe- 
dally in the country ; he judicioully anfwers, 

“ Firft, That this humour of complaining proceeds from the frailty of our natures : it bc- 
ing natural for men to complain of the prefent, and to commend the times paft. And I 
‘‘ can fay with truth, upon my own memory, that men did complain. as much of the fcarcity 
“ of money ever fiiicc I knew the world as they do now : nay the very fame perfons who now 
“ complain of this, and commend that time. 

Secondly, This complaint proceeds from many men finding themfclves uneafy in matters 
of their religion, /. e, the perfecution of the Proteftant Diflenters.— It being natural for 
men, when they arc difeontented at one thing, to complain of all. 

“ Thirdly, And more efpccially,, this complaint in the country proceeds from the late prac- 
tice of bringing up the tax money in waggons to Londoii, which did doubtlefs caufe a fcar- 
city of money in the country/’ 
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1670 . Ill tills gentleman’s time, the dealings between the country and London were not fo great 

as in our days, wherefore bills of exchange on London could not then fo readily be had, on 
eafy terms, as at prefent ; which confideration explains what he fecais to have left without 
illuftration. 

“ Fourthly, and principally, This feeming fcarcity of money proceeds from the trade of 
bankcring, which obftrufts circulation, advances ufury, and renders it fo eafy, that mod 
men, as foon as they can make up a fum of fifty or one hundred pounds, fend it in ro the 
** goldfmith : which doth and will occafion, while it lads, that fiital pretfing ncceliity for 
money fo vifible throughout the wdiole kingdom, both to rrince and people.” 

This paragraph, fo far as it relates to circulation, merits explication : for the money fo put 
into the goldfmitlis hands of London, in thofe times, was far from circulating, in iliv- ianie 
manner as the running cafli-notcs of the Bank of England, and of fomc bankers in our days ; 
for in fuch cafe, it would undoubtedly have increafed the currency; but as the baiikeis of 
London, in thofe times, advanced their money to the crown on the credit of Parliamentary 
gnnts, and that to King Charles the Second thofe advances were always at extravagant inte- 
reft ; the bankers, therefore, in order to be ready to fupply the neccllities of that improvident 
Prince, were glad to allow a lefler iiitereft, for a certain time, to people who brought their 
money to them as already mentioned ; 'which trade certainly hindered the circulation of 
money, inftead of incrcafing it : but we fliall foon fee an end put to it, by the Ihutting up of 
the Exchequer. 

This famous author alfo infifts much on the great advantage the Dutch had over England, 
in point of commerce, from the lownefs of their cuftoms on merchandize. And yet, he fub- 
joins, That two per cent, extraordinary on the intcrell of money is worfc than four per 
cent, extraordinary in cuftoms; becaufc cuftoms run only upon our goods imported or cx- 
ported, and that but once for all : whereas iiitc reft runs as well upon our ftiips as goods, 
and mnft be annually paid on both, fo long as they are in being,” 

In his faid treatife, he remarks, how much Ireland has been improved by the late Com- 
monwealth’s Englilh foldicrs fettling on the lands of that kingdom ; whereby they were 
become fo conliderablc as to fupply foreign markets, as well as our own plantations in A- 
merica, with ‘beef, pork, hides, tallow, bread, beer, wood, and com, at cheaper rates than 
wc can afford to do ; to the beating us out of thofe trades* Whereas formerly, /. c, pre- 
“ fcntly after the late Irifli war, begun in the year 1640, many men got good eftates by tranf- 
porting of Englifti cattle thither.” 

Such are the perpetual fluduations in commerce; fo that the Trifli, about thefe times, pour- 
ed in their live cattle upon England, till we were obliged, for the pacifying of our landed 
gentlemen, toenada total prohibition of them. 

We have alfo feen, in our own times, fo great an improvement in thofe refpeds, in our 
northern continent colonics of America, in point of niifing ftocks of cattle, move cfiiccially 
of hogs, as alfo in producing corn and pulfe, that they in a great incalure lu[>ply our own 
fugar colonics therewith, and with timber, pipe fiaves, and other lumber, as they term it, 
and alfo the fugar colonics of other European nations In times of dearth alio, even in Bri- 
tain and Ireland, thofe of New York, Peniifylvania, and the jerfeys, have helped to fupply us 
with corn. 

About this time it was, that the Duke of Buckingham fent for the beft glafs- makers, glafs- 
grinders, and polifliers, from Venice ; which public-fpiritcd defign has fince fo well fuccccd- 
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1670 eJ, as to be now enabled to fend to that very place, and to almoft every other part of Eiiropcv 
ami to Afia, Africa, and America, the very fineft glafs of all forts that the earth can produce. 

With refpeft to the benefits and advantages accruing to England from its Eaft India Com- 
pany and trade, Sir Jofiah Child (who was an^eminent direftor and promoter of it) in his be- 
fore-quoted work, fuppofes it to be far from difficult to evince it to be the moft beneficial 
trade which England at that time carried on; which he lays down in the following pofi- 
tion, viz. 

I. It employs from thirty-five to forty fail of the moft warlike mercantile fhips of thcr 
kingdom, with fixty to one hundred mariners in each fhip. 

IT. It fupplics the kingdom conftantly and fully with that moft material ncceflary of 
faltpetrc. 

III. “ It fupplics the kingdom, for its confumption, with pepper, indigo, callicocs, and 
fcveral ufeful drugs,” the China tea trade was not as yet introduced, to the value of one 

“ hundred and fifty thoiifand pounds to one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds yearly. 

IV. “ It alfo fupplies us with materials for carrying on our trade to Turkey, viz. with 
“ pepper, cowries, callicocs, and painted fluffs ; as alfo for our trades to France, Spain, Italy, 

and Guinea: to the amount of two or three hundred thoufand pounds yearly. Moft of 
which trades,” heafferts, wc could not carry on with any confiderable advantage but for 
thofe fupplics. And thofe goods exported, do produce, in foreign parts, to be returned to 
“ England, fix times the treafure in fpccic, wliich the Company exports from England ta 
“ India.” 

He therefore concludes, That, although the Eaft India Company’s imports greatly cx- 
cecd its exports of our manufadlurcs, yet, for the above reafons, it is dearly a gainful trade 
to the nation : he fubjoins to this, 

Firft, That if wc had not this trade ourfclves, the Angle article of faltpetrc, fo abfolutcly 
neceffary for making of gunpowder, would coft us a vaft annual fum to purchafe it from 
the Dutch. 

“ Secondly, The lofs of fo many ftout fhips and mariners would be a great detriment ta 
the nation. 

Thirdly, Were we forced to buy all our pepper, callicocs, &c. from the Dutch, they 
‘‘ would make us pay as dear for them as we do for our nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, and 
“ mace. And if we did not ufc callicoes, wc fhould fall into the ufe of foreign linens.” 

By the immenfe iiicreafe and improvements of Scotch and Irifli linens, fince this author 
wrote, this laft-named pofition feems to be fruftrated ; but the other arguments remain valid 
even to our prefent times. 

In the ingenious Mr. Polcxfen’s Difeourfe on Trade, publiflied in the year 1696, there is 
Ihc following remarkable paragraph, relating to our Englifh Eaft India Company, viz. 
Till after the year 1670, the importations from the Eaft Indies were chiefly drugs, falt- 
petre, fpices, callicoes, and diamonds: then throwfters, weavers, dyers, &c. were fent ta 
India, by the Company, for teaching the Indians to plcafe the European fancies.”. And 
•this brought to us fuch an inundation of wrought filks and fluffs of many various forts,, 
that our own manufafturcs were greltly obftruded: wherefore, long after, the legiflatqre 
found it neceffary abfolutcly to prohibit the wear of them at home. So now they are all rc- 
exported. 
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167a After all that has formerly been fiid on the following fubjeft, we arc neverthelefs greatly 
obliged to Sir Jofiah Child in particular, in his aforefaid work, for the firft judicious diflerta- 
tion we have met with, on the difficulties attending the means of difeovering the true (late of 
our national balance of trade: wherefore wc have thrown this, and the arguments of fome 
other later authors together, on this curious and moft interefting enquiry, that the whole may 
appear in one view. 

There are, fay they, but three ways or rules of judging whether the balance of trade be for 
or againft us, viz. 

Firft, By difeovering the true value of our exports and imports from the Cuftom Houfe 
books ; and this would, without doubt, be a good rulg, were it prafticablc : yet as there is a 
difficulty, and even an impoffibility, of taking a true account, as well of the quantity as of 
the value of commodities exported and imported, this rule will by no means cffedlually 
ferve us. ' 

Firft, Becaufe many fine goods, as jewels, fine lacc, cambrics, ri^h filks, &c. are import- 
ed by ftcalth. 

Secondly, In our remote out* ports and creeks, the fame is often true even of more^bulky 
wares. 

Thirdly, The true quantities and qualities are not, in many cafes, exaftly entered ; more 
efpccially with refpefl to woollen goods exported ; becaufc many traders, to get a great name, 
and perhaps fometimes for worfe rcafons, do enter greater quantities than they really export; 
they paying little or no duty. 

Fourthly, As the rates of the cuftoms are in no kind proportionable on exportations ; fonic 
of our own commodities being rated very low, as our drapery, filk-warcs, habcrdalhery, and 
iron ware; others high, as lead and tin; and filh, in Englilh lliips, nothing at all : and the 
rates of foreign commodities imported, arc yet more unequal : befides that foreign commodi- 
ties, imported in Englilh Ihips, fliould be valued only at prime coft and charges, till on board; 
and thofc in foreign Ihips with the addition of the homeward freight. 

Moreover, by accidents in trade, fuch as lofles at fea, bad markets, bankruptcies beyond 
fca, fei'/ures, &c. the original ftock may be leflcncd, and the value of the commodities im- 
ported in return, Tnay be confiderably lefs than the value of the commodities exported, and 
yet may be the full returns ; and lb the nation no gainer, though the exports were more in 
value than tlie imports. On the other hand, it may chance that the ftock exported may meet 
with a very lucky fale, whereby the returns may be of a much greater value, though really but 
the bare returns of the exports ; aiid fo the nation no lofer, but in fad a gainer, although the 
imports may exceed the exports. 

Sir Jofiah Child alleges the examples of Ireland, Virginia, and Barbadoes, to Ihew the great 
uncertainty, in fame cafes, of the notion of truly Hating the general balance of a nation’s 
commerce: “ for, fays he, thofe three countries do, without doubt, export annually a far 
“ greater value of the commodities of their native growth, than is imported to them from 

hence, or from any foreign country, and yet they arc not fuch great gainers, but continue 
^ poor.” With refped to Virginia and Barbadoes, it may be remarked on this able author, 
that, even in his time, thofc plantations, and efpccially the latter, were growing rich ; for 
even then we find them fending home to their inotlicr country, foinc of their overgrown plan— 
tcrS| to fettle witli their fortunes among us. 
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1670 to Ireland; it has been entirely the people’s own fault in not being rich then, through the 
lazincfs and floth of the poorer fort of people, and the luxury of their landed gentry, who af- 
fect to indulge thcmfclves with foreign wines, inanufafturcs, 4kc. and many of them fpend 
their incomes out of their own country; y.et, notwithftanding, Ireland, in our days, is avell 
known to be growing more rich and profperous than ever before ; and has much more com- 
merce and manufadlurcs than formeily, more efpecially that iminenfcly incrcafed one of the 
linen and cambric manufaflure ; giving jcaloufy not only to Scotland, its great rival therein, 
but to Holland and Germany, in a very great degree. 

Moreover, the rule of judging of the general balance of trade from the nation’s exports and 
imports, is very exceptionable, when applied to particular trades. Seeing it may happen, 
that although we may really import much more in value from fome certain countries than \vc 
export thither, yet the trade to thofe very countries may be fuch an one, as cither, in its own 
nature, we cannot be without, orelfc, in its qpnfequences, is really produ£livc of greater profit 
by the re-exportatjon of its merchandize firft imported hither. 

Let us, for inftance, fiippofe, what will readily be granted, that naval florcs, Spanifli wool, 
and faltpetre, are three commodities which wc cannot be without : 

The firft, For our whole navigation and commerce. 

Thelccond, For our fine woollen cloth trade : and 

The third. For gunpowder. Then, we*fay, that wc fitould be under the neceffity of carry- 
ing an a trade with the countries which furnifli thofe three commodities, let the balance be 
ever fo much againft us. Or, in other words, let our imports from thence ever fo much ex- 
ceed our exports thither. 

As to the firft, viz. naval ftores, the balance is greatly againft us ; Denmark, Norway, and 
Sweden, from whence we have the moft of our limber, taking off but very few of our mer- 
chandize, in comparifon of the quantity we take of their timber, mafti, deals, and tar ; befide 
ftockfifh, &c. and the fame may be faid of the other countries within the Sound, from whence 
our other kinds of naval ftores come ; as hemp, from Livonia and Rufiia; oak plank, from 
Pruflia, &c. Yet, until we can bring our own North American plantations into a method 
of fupplying us entirely with naval ftores, there is no remedy. The fame might be faid alfo 
of the other two commodities, even though the balance Ihould be agRinft us ; neither of which, 
however, is the cafe. 

Secondly, The fecond rule to judge of the general balance of our trade, is, to obferve care- 
fully the courfe of exchange between us and foreign countries : and if that be generally found 
againft us, that is to fay, if it be generally above the iatrinfic value or par of the coins of thofe 
foreign countries, we certainly lofe by the general courfe of our foreign commerce : or, in 
other words, they ccitainly fend us more of their merchandize than they lake of ours. And 
certninly, fays Sir Jofiah. Child, when 'once the exchange comes to be five or fix per cent, 
above the true value or par of foreign monies^ our treafurc will be carried out, whatever laws 
we may make prevent it. On the contrary, we fhould be gainers, if the exchange were fo 
much in our favour ; which is our cafe with Portugal, and alfo with fome otlier countries, 
thou;,h perhaps not in quite fo great a degree ; from whence wc aftually import much of their 
coin, by means of the balance being in our favour. 

Yet even this rule, drawn from exchanges, though a very plaufiblc one, (and the diligent 
obfervance wi creof may be very ufcful and nccclfary in many refpefts) is likewife liable to 
^reat variations on fcveral accounts, occafioned from the accidents which frequently happen in 

2 the 
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1670 the public concerns of nations, by wars, famines, revolutions, &c. “^oreover, .there is no 
eftablilhed and direft courfe of exchange with feveral countries to which we trade ; fuch as 
Poland, Sweden; Denmark, Norway, RuiBa, Turkey, Barbary, Sicily, the Canaries, &c.— 
For theie, and fimilar reafons, this fcience of exchanges, tliough a very ingenious enquiry, 
and which, when applied to this or that particular country, may often be extremely ufeful, 
will not, however, fully anfwer the charafter of an adequate rufe to judge of the nation’s profit 
or lofs by our generaitrade. 

Thirdly, The third, laft, and fureft rule, to judge of the general balance, /. e. of the lofs 
or gain of tbe^trade of any nation, is, by the increafe or decreafe of its general commerce and 
flipping. Yet, even then, wc muft not frame our judgment rafhly, or for a few years only : 
For nations, like private merchants, may make a great ftir in Slipping, exportations, and 
importatijons, and may feem to have a mighty gainful commerce ; when, perhaps, in a few 
years longer, all this feeming gainful bull nefs may prove a confuining trade, and a vifible de- 
cay may foon follow in the whole body-politic. Our fliips may lie unemployed ; — our failors 
may be gone into foreign fervice ; — our manufafturers and artificers out of bulinefs ; — our 
goods uncalled for our cuftoms falling fliort ; — our poor’s rates increafed, &c. — Thcfe are 
the fad and fure figns to a natibn of a declining commerce. But, on the contrary, if a nation 
has, fora long fcrics of years, been incrcafing in all the above particulars ; if the number of 
our merchant fliips, and confcquently of our’marincrs, be vifibly increafed, and ftill increaf- 
jng ; — if there be a grtjater general appearance of wealth and fplendor than in former times, 
viz. in plate, jewels, houfliold furniture, equipages, apparel, libraries, paintings, medals, 
iic. which, inftead of being only confined to a- few of the great ones, as in old times, arc be- 
come difFufed atiiongft the middling gentry, and merchants, and even amongfl the middling 
clafs of traders and manufaflurcrs if the prices of lands keep up and,increafe and that 
there is a greater appearance of money every where than formerly ; — then we may undoubted- 
ly pronounce that nation to be in a thriving condition. And that this is the prefent happy 
cafe of Great Britain, and even of Ireland, whilft we arc now writing, is what is clearly dc- 
nionftrablc and obvious. 

Neither do the complaints of our incrcafing luxury at all militate againft this pofition ; fines 
luxury, morcorJeft, is, and always will be, the concon^itent of incrcafing wealth and com- 
merce. Nor will it be of any folid weight, to objeft, that fome particular branches of trade 
arc decaying, — if wc increafe at leaft as much or more in fome other branches. If we have, 
for inftance, long fince loft the market of France, and perhaps partly of Italy and Turkey, 
for woollen goods ; how much more have we increafed in the exportation of them to other 
parts of Europe; but more efpccially to our American plantations ? — Which, according to 
Sir Jofiah .Child, in his Chapter on Plantations, “ did, even in the year 1670, employ near 
“ two-thirds of all our Englifh fliipping, and thereby gave conftant fuftenance, it may be, to 
“ two hundred tboufand perfons here at home.” How greatly are our manufaftures of fi)k, 
iron, glafs, linen, &c, incrcafed.of late . years ; as alfo of fine toys of gold, fiJver, fteeJ, and 
ivory,, and aifo watches, &c. in the memory even of many thoufands ftill living.' — Our cities 
and port towns generally much increafed in buildings and fliipping ; not only in England, but 
in Scotland and Ireland. 

Although we have, in our Introdu£lIon, more fully handled, illiiftratcd, and enlarged on, 
iliis point, relating to the prefent thriving commercial ftate of tlie Britifli Empire, yet wc 

could 
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1670 could not avoid making this (hort application of vsbat authors have laid on the balance, of 
trade, and what our daily experience confirms to be our own happy condition^ 

Although one of Sir Jpfiah Child’s principal aims, in his ib-often quoted book, was the 
pointing out the increafing commerce of Holland; yet, in the clofe of his^preface, hc,ob- 
ferves, “ That the F rench and Swedes were as induilrious and -profpeftive for the proijnoting 
** of thek commerce as even the Hollanders thcmfelves. For, befidc the many impofitions 
■** of the French on our Ihips and goods, fo high, particularly on ^Hir woollen cloths, as fifty 
“ or lixty per cent, the Swedes have laid fuch high impofitions on their own merchandize, 
*• 'onlefs they be carried in Swedilh bottoms, as amounts to almoft a Navigation Aft in 
« Sweden.” 

We have, at this time, from De Witt’s interefi of Holland, a fummary account of thw 
Shipping employed in their filheries by the fingle province of Holland alone, viz. 

The herring and cod fiftieries employ above a thoufand bu^s, from twenty-four to thirty 
■“ lafis each ; and above one hundred and feventy fmdllcr ones, that fifii at the mouth of the 
“ Tcxel. And that, fince the Greenland monopolizing Company was annulled, that whale 
filhery is incrcafcd from one to ten. So, fays he, when we confider, that all thefc fifhing 
' <* vcflris are built at home, and the ropes, fails, nets, and calks, made here, as well as the 
•“ fait furnifiied from hence, we m^y eafily imagine there muft be an incredible number of 
“ people who live thereby ; efpecially when we add, that all thofc people rauft have food, 
cloaths, and houfing, and that the filh, when caught, is tr^nfpoited by the Hollanders, in 
•“ thek own veflels, throughout the world. And indeed if that be true, which Sir Walter 
“ Raleigh affirms (who made diligent enquiry thereinto, in the year 1618,” here, w^ doubt, 
the Englilh tranflator of Dc Witt muft be miftaken in the date, “ to inform King James of 
** it) tliat thUiiHollanders fiflted on thecoafts of Great Britain witli no Icfs than three thoufand 
Ihips and fifty thoufand men , and that they employed and fet to fca, to tranfport, and fell 
“ thtHfifii fo taken, and to make returns thereof, nine thoufand Ihips more, and one hundred 
and fifty thouland men ; and if wc hereunto add what he faith further, viz. that tweirty 
bufles do, one way or other, maintain eight thoufand people ; and tliat the Hollanders 
had, fin all, no lefs than twenty thoufand Ihips at fea. And, as he -alfo thinks, that their 
“ filhilig, navigation, and traffic, by fea, with their dependencies fpcc Raleigh’s time to the 
“ yeaif ’■1667,” -when De Witt was reviling his laid work for its nOw and compleat publica- 
tion, “ is increafed to orte third more ; we may then eafily conclude, that the fea is a fpecial 
** means of Holland’s fubliftence ; feeing Holland, by this means aloqe, yields, through its 
own indpftry, above three hundred thoufand lafts of fait filh. And it to this we add the 
■“ whale fink and whale oil, and our Holland manufaftures, with that which our own rivers 
** afford us, H muft be confeffed, that no country in the world can make fo many Ihips lading 
•“ of merchandize, by their own induftry, as the province of Holland alone can do.” 

Under the year 1642, we have given Sir Jofiah Child’s reafons, wtt$^tbe Dutch have never 
been very fuccefsful in the planting and cultivating of foreign colonies,. What he fays of the 
French he was certainly miftaken in, viz. ** That tlrey are not much to be feared on the ac- 
count of planting.” For, fioce his time, what fine itpprovements l^ave they not made on 
the Iflcs of Martinico and Gaudaloupe, and flicir other Caribbee Ifles, as.well as on t!b« weft 
end of the great Ille of Hifpaniola ; whereby, in our own days; they have be^^ahle to under- 
fell and fupplant us in the fugar trade, and have confequently reduced our imports rf that 
seommodity to a very low ebb; Befidc the quantities- of indigo, 
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1670 raifcd by them in thofe iflands ; and their great improvements in the Ifle of Mafcarccn, by 
them fince named Bourbon, near Madagafcar, and jii Cayenne, on the coaft of Guiana, as 
well as on the continent of North America, to our great lofs and coft. It is indeed allowed, 
that thofe improvements were little thought of by the French till the time of Colbert’s Mi« 
lijflry, but they have ever fince been fteadily profccuted. 

What Sir Jofiah Child fays, in relation to Spain, has hitherto proved true, viz. “ That 
“ fhe can never equal England in the improvement of her American plantations, 

‘‘ I. By rcafon of the high freight for their fhipping, which, he fays, is four times that of 
ours, occafioned chiefly by their high intcreft of twelve per cent, in Spain. 

“ IT. By the application principally to th^ir mines of gold and filver, by which they lofc in- 
“ finite numbers of people, efpccially of flavcs, neglefting the cultivation of the earth, and 
the produilion of commodities which might employ many (hips and people.” Is it not at 
lead doubtful whether if England had fuch precious mines, (he might not fall too much into 
the like ncglccl of agriculture at home. 

“ 111 . Tl:e multitude of Friars and Nuns in Spain, prohibited from marriage : and the 
lame l?ad government in America which they have in Europe.” 

Lallly, With regard to the Portuguefe *, although he allows that they have been great plant- 
ers, in the Braiils, and other parts, yet he adds, That if they do not alter their politics,” 
wliiclj lie thinks impo(riblc they (hould do, ‘^-they can never bear up with us, and mucii iefs 
prejudice our plantations. As we have already (in my lime, continues he) beat their 
Mufeovada and Pancal fugars quite out of England; and their whites we liavc brought 
down ill ail thefe parts of Europe, in price, from feven and eight pounds per hundred 
weight, to fifty (hillings and tliree pounds. And we have alfo much IciTcncd their quan- 
titles ; for whereas formerly their Brafil fleets brought one hundred to one hundred and 
twenty thoufand cheds of fugar, they arc now reduced to about thirty thoufand cheds, fince 
“ the great incrcafe of Barbadocs.” 

The great decay of England’s Newfoundland fifliery, (from two hundred and fifty fliips, in 
the year 1605, to eighty, in the year 1670) Sir Jofiah Child thinks owing, 

Firft, and principally. To the incrcaling liberty which is every where more and more ufed, 
In Romilh counti ies, as well as in others, of eating flcfli in Lent, and on lilh days. 

Secondly, To the abufc of allovving^private boat keepers, who can undoubtedly afford tlicir 
filh cheaper than the (liips from C>ld England ; bccaufc the former rclidc on the place, and arc 
generally old fifliers. 

Thirdly, The great incrcafc of the French fifliery at Placentia there. 

And he is of opinion, that the difplanting and difpeopling of Newfoundland would be an 
advantage to our fifliing there ; bccaufe the charges of a government there is a burden on the 
fifliing and the provifions, cloathing, &c. which the planters, or rather inhabitants, con- 
fumc, arc fupplied them from New England and Ireland; and they have tlicir wine, oil, and 
linen from the fait (hips of France and Spain. Eefides, if the planters of Newfoundland 
fliould be permitted to iiidreafe, it would happen to us, in a few years, in that country as it 
hath done with regard to the filhery at New England, which, many years iince, was managed 
by Old Englifli (liips, from our vveftern ports^ as the Newfoundland fifliery at prefent chiefly 
is : but as the plantations in New England iiicreafed, that fifliery fell folcly to the p.cople 
there. 

Vox.. II. 3 T 
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1670 Upon the whole, as fifliing (hips have ever been the niirfcries of feameii, it is our great 

tercfi to incrcafc the number of them ; as well as from the confideration that they fuppori mul- 
titudes of Englifh tradefnien and artificers of various kinds. 

Of New England he remarks, that, by means of their cod and mackrel fifheries, that peo- 
ple arc more proper for building of Ihips and for producing of feamen» than our other Amc- 
ricjin colonie?": and he adds, that nothing is more prejudicial to any mother country than the 
increafe of fhipping in its colonics ; — that producing the fame commodity as Old England, it 
is therefore the leaft profitable to us. Yet he owns, that what they took from England 
amounted to ten times what we took from them. Of the other continental colonies he fays 
nothing. All which, though true in his time, hasfince, in feveral inftances, undergone con- 
fidcrable alterations, with refpeft to our American colonies. 

King Charles, in this twenty-fccond year of his reign, coined what was called crown gold^ 
of twenty-two carats fine, and two carats allay, into forty-four pounds ten fhillings per pound 
weight, by tale, iit'pieces of ten, twenty, and forty Ihillings, and five pounds. And a pound 
weight of filver, old ftandard of eleven ounces, two penny-'weights fine, and eighteen penny- 
*weights allay, into fixty-two fiitllings by talc, viz. into crowns, half crowns, fliillings, fix- 
pcnccs, groats, three-pences, tvvo-pcnces, and pence, fine milled money. 

The King’s coufin, Prince Rupert, and feventeen other perfons of quality and diftinflion, 
having, in the year 1669, fent out Captain Ncwland to Hudfon’s Bay, where he fettled, at 
Port-Nelfon; and Captain Gilham alfo returning, with foine fuccefs, in his profpeft of a 
trade with the favages in that Bay; thofe noble adventurers obtained of King Charles the Se- 
cond an incorporating charter, dated May the fccond, 1670, reciting, in fuhftance ; 

‘‘ That thofe adventurers had, at their own great coft, undertaken an expedition for Hud- 
“ foil’s Bay, in order for the difeovery of.a new paffage into the South Sea ; and for the find- 
“ ing of fome trade for furs, minerals, &c. and having already made fuch difcovciics as'^cn- 
courage them to proceed further in their faid delign ; by means whereof there may probably 
arife great advantage to us and our kingdoms : and vve being defirous to promote all enJea- 
“ vours for the public good ; — do, by tlicfe prefents, grant for us, our heirs, and fuccefibrs, 
unto them, and fuch others as lhall be hereafter admitted into tlic faid focicty, — to he for 
ever one body corporate and politic, — by the name of, The Governor and Coiiipany of Ad- 
** venturers of England, trading into Hudfon’s Bay, — with perpetual fuccefiion, — and to be 
capable of holding, receiving, and poflTcflihg lands, rents, 8cc.” without limiting the value 
or extent thereof, “ and to alienate the fame at pleafure.” 

They may alfo fuc and be fued ; — have a common fcal ; — fliall have a governor and feven 
other perfons, to be called committees, to be annually cledled out of the proprietors ; the 
deputy governor lo be defied out of the faid feven committees : a governor and any three of 
“ the committees for the time being, fliall have the direftion of the voyages, and the provi- 
“ fion of the merchandize and fhipping, and of the falcs of the returns, as likewife of all other 
bufinefs of tliis Company : and they lliall take the ufual oath of fidelity, as fliall alfo all 
^ perfons admitted to trade as a.frccman of this Company, vvho are to have the foie trade and 
“ commerce of and to ail the fcas, Bays, ftreiglits, creeks, lakes, rivers, and founds, in what- 
foever latitude they fliall be,” (the King, uncertain of the latitudes of the places within this 
Bay, prudently omits the fpecificatipn of any particular latitudes or longitudes in this charter) 
that lye within the entrance of the flrcight commonly called Hudfon’s Streights ; together 
with all the lands, countries, and territories upon the coafts and cciifmcs of the faid feas, 

‘‘ ftreiglits^ 
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,1670 ftrcights, bays, &c. which arc not now aftually poflcflcd by any of our fnbjcfts, or by the 
fubjc£ts of any other Chriftian Prince or State ; together with the fifhing of all forts of fifh, 
“ of whales, flurgeons, and all other royal fiihes in the fai;l Teas, bays, together with 
“ the royalty of the fca within their limits aforclaid ; as al To i-. 11 mines royal of gold, filver, 
“ gems, and precious Ilonas ; and that the kuid be from henceforward reckoned and repined 
as one of our plantations or colonics in America, and to be called Rupert’s Land; the 
‘‘ Company to be deemed the true and abfolutc Lords and Proprietors of the fame Territo- 
“ ries this is the ftilc of the Carolina charters. — “ (Saving always the faith, alhglaucc, 
and fovereign dominion to us, our heirs, and fucceirors) to be holden as of our 'manor of 
Eaft Greenwich, in free and common foccage. — Yielding and paying yearly to us, our 
heirs, and fucceflbrs, for the fame, two elks, and two black beavers, whcnfocvei and as 
often as we, our heirs, and fucceffors, lhall happen to enter into the faid countries, &:c. 
** hereby granted.” 

The Company may make bye laws, &c. for lire good goveiniljent of their forts, plan- 
“ rations, and faftors ; and may impofo fines, See. on offenders, (not repugnant to the laws 
of the kingdom) without accounting to the crown for the fame. 

“ "J'his Company may not only enjoy the whole trade, &c. within the limits aforefaid, but 
“ llkcwifc the foie trafhc to and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers, lakes, and leas, into 
wliich they fliall find entrance or paflnge, byw^atcr or land, out of the icrritorics, limits, and 
“ places aforefaid, and to and whh all other nations inhabiting any of tlic coalls adjacent to the 
faid territories and limits aforefaid, wliich arc not already poffeficd, as aforefaid, by any 
Chriftian Potentate,” (this claufe alludes to their expeftation of finding a paffage from 
thence into the South Seas, and to China and India) “ or whereof the fo!c liberty or privi- 
“ lege of trade and traffic is not granted to any other of our fubjefts.” This is a laving claufe 
in behalf of our Eaft: India Company charter, in cafe this Company’s fliould chance to find the 
faid fuppofed paffage into the Eait Indian fcas. 

“ None other than this Company, and their agents and affigns, fliall direftly vilit, haunt, 
or frequent, traffic, or adventure, by way of merchandize., into the faid limits, unlcfs by 
“ licence of this Company, on pain of forfeiting fliips and merchandize, half to the Crowui, 

“ and half to the Company. 

Every perfon, having one hundred pounds ftock, is entitled to one vote in general 
courts of clcdlions. 

“ 'Ehe Company may fend fliips of ’war, ammunition. See. and may ereft forts in their 
“ territories, as well as towns ; — may make peace and war with any Prince or people not 
“ Chriftian : alfo may make reprifals 011 any others interrupting or wronging them ; may fclze 
on and fend home all fuch Englifh or other, fubjefts failing into Hudfon’s Bay, without 
their licence ; and their governors, &c. may fine, or otherwife puniih offenders, and may 
“ adminifter an oath for the difeovery of offenders, See. 

“ Laftly, All Admirals, &c. are to be aiding to the Company in the execution of the above 
powers and privileges.” 

'I'his charter is a very ample one ; and if our laws and free coiiftitution (and particularly 
that moll excellent ftatutc made in the fecond feffion of the firft year of King William and 
Queen Mary, cap. ii. entitled, An Aft declaring tlie Rights and Liberties of the Subjeft, 
and fettling the Siiccelfion of the Crown) had not limited the prerogative in the cafe of ex- 
clufive charters of privileges, this Company would undoubtedly be abfolutc in thofe immenfe 
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1670 territories; but the cafe, to our great happinefs, is now quite otherwife ; and, fince that great 
cftnblilhment of our liberties, neither the Hudfon’s Bay, nor any other Company, not con- 
tinned by a£t of Parliamcut, has any exclufive rights at all : wherefore any Britiih ('ubje£t may 
as freely fail into Hudfon’s Bay, fi(h, and'traffic with the native Indians there ; may travVl 
into, •and make dilboverics therein, cither by land or water, as freely as the faid Company can 
do, as will be^ievvn, has fince been praftifed frequently in our own days. 

All the advantage which this Company have over other adventurers thither, is, purely the 
benefits of their own forts, fuch as they arc, by which their agents can relidc in fo inhofpitabJe 
a country during the winter, preparatory to their trading with the favages againft the arrival of 
their fliips in the fummer ; and that thereby they have not only more fafety and proteftion, 
but alfo more experience in trading with the native Indians thereabout, than any private ad- 
venturers can have, whofe fliips cannot, with fafety, remain in that vaft Bay above apart only 
of our fummer, left they fhould be fliut in by the ice, which fills the Bay with heaps of it like 
mountains. And ?ndecd even thefe advantages alone on the Company’s fide are fo confidcr- 
able, that they are not likely to be rivalled fuccefsfully in hafte by any private adventurers. 

' Their capital, of about one hundred and ten thoufand pounds, is confined to a fmall num- 
ber of proprietors, who have three or four forts in different parts of Hudfon’s Ray, which 
they have in all about one hundred and twenty perfons, who, for nine months of the year, 
live in a manner fhut up within thofc forts, in low houfes, for defending them from tlic 
piercing cold, fnow, and rains. In fummer, they go out and- flioot, hunt, and fifti, and 
meet with deer and wild fowl ; and they have fome few wild fruits, as ftrawberries, dewberries, 
and goofeberries. From England they fend annually three or four fliips, laden with coarfe 
woollen goods, guns, powder and ftot, fpirlts, edge-tools, and various other utenfils : in re- 
turn for which, the natives fell tliem all kinds of furs or peltry, goofe-quills, caftorum, whale- 
fins and oil, bed-feathers, &c. and they make handfome annual dividends to their proprietors. 

In the fccond volume of the General Colleftion of I’reaties of Peace and Commerce, oc- 
tavo, publifhed in 1732, we have a clear dedublion of the foie and undoubted right of the 
crown of Great Britain to Hudfon’s Bay, made for the ufc of our plenipotentiaries at the 
treaty of Utrecht; wherein it is fliewn, ‘‘ That Mr. Bailey, the Company’s firft governor of 
their faflorics and fcttlcments in that Bay, entertained a friendly correfpoiidcnce, by kttcis 
and otherwife, with Monlieur Frontenac, then governor of Canada, not in the Icaft coin- 
plaining, in feveral years, of any pretended injury done to France by the faid Company’s 
“ fettling a trade, and building of forts, at the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay ; nor making preten- 
“ fions to any right of France to that Bay, or to the countries bordering on it, till long after 
“ this time ;” as will be feen in its place. 

In a country fo inhofpitable, its foil will bear no kind of corn ; yet fome of its late voyagers 
relate, that fome barley, oats, and peas have been tried with fuccefs. Even in the nioft 
fouthcrly part of the Bay, in the latitude of but fifty-one degrees, it is exceflively cold for 
about nine months of the year. In fo wretched a country, therefore, there can be no planta- 
tions properly fo called, and muchlefs any tov^ns or villages. Our people muft of courfe be 
fupplied from England With bread, beef, pork, flour, peas, and other neceflaries. With 
the poor favages of the country there can be no other commerce but by barter : thus, for in- 
ftance, the Company, for one beaver’s Ikin, give half a pound of gunpowder, four pound 
weight of lead Ihot, two hatchets, half a pound of glafs beads, one pound weight of tobacco, 
eight fmall, or fix large knives, one large and two fmall powder horns : for twelve good winter 
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1670 beaver fkiiis, a gun of the bell fort ; — for eight ditto, the fmalleft gun ; — for fix ditty, a goo*d 
laced coat; — for five ditto, a plain red coat; — for four ditto, a woman’s coat ; and fo in pro- 
portion for kettles, looking-glafles, combs, &c. 

• Arthur Dobbs, Efq. afterwards governor of North Carolina, in his account of tliis country^ 
publiflied in quarto, in the year 1744, gives us the particulars of one fale in the year 17^0, 
wherein were feventcen thdufand fevefi hundred and eighty beaver-l];ins, and forty-nine thou- 
fand fix hundred Ikins of all kinds ; two thou fand three hundred and fixty pound-weight of 
bed-feathers ; one hundred and fixty caftorum; fix hundred and ten whale-fins: and one 
hundred and twenty gallons of whalc-cil. And, as he fays, there are two falcs every year, 
and that this company referves three-fifths of their beavcr-lkins for their fecond fale, (but no 
otherlkins) then the fecond fale muft have tvVenty-fix thoufand fix hundred and feyenty bea- 
ver-lkins ; and both the fales muft have had forty-four thoufand four hundred and fifty beavcr- 
lkins, &c. 

Although the French, at Canada, did not, for feveral years, pretend to a property in the 
countries about Hudfon’s Bay ; yet, in a few years after the company was eftablifhed, viz. in 
the year 1674, they began to be jealous, and very troublefomc to our people there ; and they 
built a fort within eight days journey of our fcttlcinent on Prince Rupert’s River. They alfo 
endeavoured, by underfclling us in their baiter with the Indians, to ruin our trade and inte- 
reft with thofe favages : for the neareft parts of Canada are not one hundred and fifty miles 
diftant from Rupert’s River. 

After the lately planted colony of Carolina had furmounted theufual difficulties and difeour- 
agements attending new plantations, it gradually became a very conficlerablc one. Mr. John 
Lawfon, who had been furveyor-gcneral of North Carolina, and who publilhed the Hiftory 
of Carolina, in the year 1718, in quarto, has made fomc good remarks on the excellence and 
fertility of its climate, and of its happy fituaiion. ^ He obferves, “ That the beft filvcr mines 
of the Spaniards lie diredly weft from Carolina : and although none of that fort be hitherto 
‘‘“^difeovered in our faid province, yet there is ftili a probability that fuch hereafter may be 
found, when the hilly parts weftward fliall be more frequented and planted. That none of 
** our continent plantations arc to be compared to Carolina for affording fuch vail quantities 
“ of naval ftores ; fuch as pitch, tar, turpentine, roiin, malls, yards, planks, boards, timber of 
many forts, and fit for many ufes, pipc-ftaves, lumber, hemp, fiax, all forts of Englilh 
grain, and alfo Indian corn.” — Rice, its grand llapic at prefent, was not then . introduced, 
or at leaft, perhaps, but juft attempted. 

Their Hocks of cattle are incredibly large, and feed in their rank favannahs, or meadows, . 
and they need no dry fodder in their mild winters ; an advantage which our more northerly 
“ colonics want. — That South Carolina. produces coniidcrable quantities of filk. Grapes in 
plenty, 4 :hough notfo fine as in fomc parts of Europe, for want of a good and more general 
“ cultivation : fo tltat he doubted not but Carolina would in time become a wine country. — 
That North Carolina is a feparate government, and of a fimlicr compafs than the other, 
partaking more of the nature of its adjoining neighbour Virginia, both as to foil, climate, 
“ and produce ; ma^^ing therein cbnliderable quantities of tobacco, their lands being generally 
richer than thofe in Virginia. — Inline, all the experiments that have been made in Caro- 
lina have exceeded expeftation.” — (Which is, perhaps, the only inftance relating to any of 
our new American plantations, whofc fertility, &c. were at firft greatly exaggerated, by fomc 
only through mere languine hopes ; by others, perhaps, through artifiec.) He. fays, “it af- 
fords 
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16*70 fords commodities which other places in the fame latitucfe do not— It has rich and delight- 
“ ful pafturcs, fine hills and rivers, and a moft wholefome air. — It will,” continues he, 
doubtlefsj in time, increafe the number of its prbdnitions, and afford us thofe rich com- 
modities which India, China, the Straits,* Turkey, Sec. fupply us with at prefent ; fuch as 
tea, coffee, drugs, of various kinds, dates, almonds, &c.” 

Tins prediction has fince, in a great degree, proved true in fa£t, as we have more fully 
fliewn in the Introduftibn to this work. And although all that Mr. Lawfon has faid of the 
improvements of this excellent province were not compleated fo early as this year 1670, yet, 
as miiiy of them were then pretty far advanced, and as vve fhall fcarcely have occafion to tre^'.t 
again of that colony during the remainder of this century, we lliought it befb to throw all the 
, bcforc-meiTtioned particular confidcrations together at this time. 

Wheat, this year, at two pounds one fliilling and eiglit-pencc per quarter. — Chronicon 
Prcciofum. 

By an a:l of Parliament of the twenty-fecond of King Charles 11 . of England, s. d, 

. cap. xiii. it was enacted. That when wheat was not above two pounds thirteen 
fiiillings and four-pence per quarter, it fhould, upon cxportatloji, pay cullom and 
• poundage per quarter, viz. — — — — — o 16 o 

From that price to four pounds per quarter — — — 080 

Rye, at about two pounds, to pay — — — o 16 o 

Barley and malt, not above one pound twelve fhillings, to pay — o 16 o 

Oats, at fixteen fliillings per quarter, to pay — • — ~ 054 

Peas and beans, at two pounds, to pay — — — o 16 o 

That llatutc permits the exportation of any fort of live-cattle but Iheep ; and alfo of beef, 
pork, butter, chcefe, &c. 

About this time, or perhaps a little later, the linen manufafture began to be encouraged in 
Ireland. It began among the Scots in the north of Ireland, where it has to this day Hour- 
ilhed more than in kny other part. It has, cfpecially within the laft fixty years, grown to fo 
vaft a bulk, as to furprize all men, and to alarm a!l the linen countries bcyond-fca, fo as not 
a little to affeft the general balance of trade with thofe countries. 

The vaft quantities of linen which England takes 'of Ireland, enables tl>e latter to pay for 
almoft every kind of our produft and manufafture with which we fupply them. Before they 
made much linen cloth in Ireland, the people in the north of Ireland fciu their linen yarn to 
England. Ireland is really a mine of treafure to Great Britain, and is fo perhaps in a much 
greater degree than fome of our American plantations ; fince much of what is gained in Ire- 
land centers at length in Britain. And the ingenious author of a trafi, entitled The Querift, 
publiihed lome time ago, rightly obferves, That every fevere ftep taken by us, with regard to 
Ireland, has* been lefs injurious to it than advantageous to our foreign rivals. 

It is now clearly feen, that the prohibition of live-cattle from Ireland, in order to raife the 
price of their own lands, was not well judged. Even the reftridlive laws relating to thc woollen 
manufaftures of Ireland, forced the Irifli workmen to fettie in France, and thereby laid the 
foundation for the great woollen manufadlurc in that kingdom; although, wc muft confefs^ 
this laft-named point to be extremely delicate on both fides of the queftion. 

1671 In the year 1671, the Rnglifli Eaft India Company had the good fortune to bargain with 
the King of Golconda, for the certain yearly fum of one thoufand two hundred and fixty pa- 
godas, a fmall gold coin of about feven fhillmgs Ehglifh, to be paid for ever to him, in lieu 
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l6yi ofcuftoms till then collcfted by him at Madras, or Fort St. George ; which is faid to have 
fince then proved a great benefit lo the Company’s increafing commerce at that place. 

1672 By an aft of Parliament, of the twenty-fifth year of King Charles the Second, cap. vi. in 
the year 1672, a wife regulation was made for the encouragement of the exportation, of our 
own produft and manufactures, viz. For taking off Aliens Duty upon all tlie native Commo- 
dities (Coals only exempted) and Manufafturcs of England exported by Foreigners; thereby 
putting them on a level with Englilh fubjefts : whereas, by the eleventh of King Henry VI U 
cap. xiv. and the tonnage and poundage aft of the twelfth, confirmed by one of the thirtccjuh 
year of King, George II. they were to pay double duties. By this fame law, aliens were to 
pay only the fiime duty for fifh caught by E'ngliflimen, and exported in Englifh Ihipping, 
navigated as the, Navigation Aft: direfts, as the natives pay. 

By an aft of Parliament, cap. ix. of this fame year, the tounty palatine of Durham, and 
alfo the city of Durham, were, for the firfi time, etnpowered to fend each two reprefcntatlves 
to the Englifti Houfe of Commons. It is fomewhat ftrange and wUiimfical, that in an en- 
lightened and Proteftant age,' fuch a county and city Ihould have fo long remained unrepre- 
fented in the great council of the nation. 

It was in January 1671, (now 1672) that King Charles the Second was fo ill advifed by 
Sir Thomas CiilFord, for which he was created a peer and Lord High Treafurer, as to fliut 
up the Exchequer; for which he made a declaration in council, that it Ihould be but for one 
year only. Thus all the money which the London goldfmiths and bankers had lent to the 
King, at eight per cent, intercfl, (befide certain confidcrable advantages, in the manner of pay- 
ing them the money weekly, as it came into the Exchequer, &c.) was made ufc of by him for 
his intended war againft Holland. 

In giving a brief hillorical account of the rife of the bankers of London, we have, under 
the year i66j;, related the various ways they had difpofing of the ca(h put into their hands by 
merchants, widows, orphans, and others ; the two latter generally at four per cent, intcreft, 
the.formcr without intereft, merely as running cafli, to be drawn out as it was wanted. The 
cruel and unjuft feizing on this money, and not even paying the bankers fo much as the iii ^ 
tcreft clue thereon, made a very great clamour aniongft the creditors of the faid bankers, the- 
whole fum together amounting to one million three hundred and twenty-eight thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-fix pounds. Stjveral pamphlets, and one oftavo book, were publiflied 
on this melancholy occafion. It was alfo faid, that near ten thoufand families were greatly 
hurt by this meafure, and many of them entirely ruined. It was now faid, and even pub- 
lifiicd, “ That a ftop of this kind, whicli fo much lelfened the credit of the Exchequer, and 
“ the reputation of the crown, could proceed from nothing Icfs than a relolution of the court 
to borrow no more hereafter, but to take.” 

The King, in his printed declaration, declared, That although, contrary to his inclina- 
tion, hc-had been obliged to caufc a ftop to be made, as to the principal money, he would 
“ punftually pay it hereafter, and till then, ff^er cent, iiitcreft for^the fame : at the fame 
^ lime direfting the Treafury to fit out his fleet with thaf money.” His chief purpofes for 
fuch preparations were, the ruin of the Dutch, '‘the introduftion pf Popery, and the cftablifli- 
meat of defpotic power, without the controui- of a Parliament. For which ends, he entered 
into a fecrct league with France, by means of the interview he had at Dover with his fifler 
the Duchefs of Orleans, jointly to attack the Hollanders by fca, whilft France, the Elcftor 
af Cologne, and tlic Bilhop of Munfter, Ihonld invade them indifferent places by land at the 
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167^ fame time. But as King Charles had already lavifhed away three million two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, viz. two million five hundred thoufand pounds given him by Parliament, and 
ieven hundred thoufand pounds given him by France, his cabal advifed him to this unjuft 
feizure of tl>c bankers money, without which he could not fend out his fleet. ^ 

As^ the payments were always wont to come weekly from the Exchequer to the bankers, 
they were theftby enabled to anfwcr the intcreft and other demands of their creditors ; which 
now failing, they came in crowds to the bankers, who could neither pay them principal nor 
iiitercil. But the King’s minifters paid no regard to thofe ruined people’s lamentations, and 
the Exchequer long remained Ihut, to the great detriment of trade and bufinefs. Yet, if pof- 
fiblc, to quiet thofe clamours, the King found himfelf neceffitated to grant them his patent, 
to pay the faid fix per cent, intcreft out of his hereditary cxcifc ; but he never paid the princi- 
pal : for although after feme years, the Exchequer was indeed opened, yet it was to no pur- 
pofc for the bankers piincipal-money. 

That we may hefe compicat this account of the bankers debt altogether, we ftiall furilier 
obferve, that although it was not a Parliamentary debt, the Parliament of the twelfth year of 
King William, cap. xii. after providing for a large arrear of intcreft on it, fettled an intcreft 
of three per cent, on it for the future ; hut this debt was thereby made icdeemahle, on paying- 
one moiety of the principal fum, being fix hundred and fixty-four thoufand two hundred and 
-fixty-threc pounds ; further confirmed by an aft of the fecond and third years of Queen Anne, 
-cap. XV. which moiety was now therefore becotne the proper debt of the public ; and, being 
reduced from fix to five per cent, at Michaelmas 1717, it was finally fubferibed into the South 
Sea capital ftock, in the year 1720. 

Upon this fubjeft, Sir William Temple, in his Mifccllanlcs, makes the following remark : 
The credit of our Exchequer is irrecoverably loft, by the laft breach with the bankers. — 
For credit is gained by cuftora, and feldom recovers a drain. I have heard a great example 
given of this, that happened upon the late King Charles the Firft’s feizing two hundred 
thoufand pounds in the Mint, in the year 1638,” (this compulfory loan we have placed 
under the year- 1640) ‘Mvhich had then the credit of a bank, and for fcveral years had been 
the Treafury of all the vaft payments tranfmitted from Spain to Flanders ; but after this in- 
** vafion of it, although the King paid back the money in a few months, the Mint has never 
“ fince recovered its credit among foreign merchants.” 

Even fo late as this time, according to our before-quoted anonymous author, who has fo 
judicioufiy tranfmitted the faid curious hiftory of the London bankers, the receiving and pay- 
ing of money from morning till night, in an open ftiop, was fo new, that our author him- 
feif Teemed to tliink it a ftrange fort of a thing, and was by no means a friend to that kind of 
trade. , v 

Sir Jofiah Child alfo feems to be equally prepoflefled againft it, and freely attacks the bankers 
in fcveral parts of his Difeourfes on Trade. He accufes the bankers of this time, “ of being 
‘‘ the main caufe of keeping the intcrel^of money at Icaft two percent, higher than otherwife 
it would be. F^r,” fays he, they give fix per pent, to private perfons for the money 
which they lend the King at ten and twelve per cent, and fometimes more.” He inveighs 
againft what he calls this innovated praftice of bankers, (and, in other parts of his book, he 
calk it, this new invention of caftiicring) as being produftivc of many evils; which made us 
fufpeft that .he himfelf might have been the author of the faid Tmall traft on The Myftcry of 
ihe ncw-fafl)ione.d Goldfmiths, of which we have made good ufc under the year 1645, &C' 
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1672 for, by allowing their creditors, at this time, fo high an intercft as fix per cent whereas, 
till the King iiicrcafed his demands on them, they allowed but four per cent they make 
‘‘ monied men fit down lazily with fo high an intercft, and not pulh into commdree with 
‘‘ their money, as they certainly would do were it at four or three per cent, as in Holland. 
‘‘ This high intcreft alfo keeps the price of land fo low as fifteen years purchafe, which would 
otherwilc be at twenty years purchafe.-r-It alfo made money fcarce in the country, /being 
“ that the trade of banking being only in London, it very much drains the ready money from 
‘‘ all other parts of the kingdom.’* 

Upon the whole, whatever might in thofe days be faid with truth of the prafticcs of bankers, 
the cafe is at prefent quite otherwife ; and the difpatch given by our modern London bankers 
to many merchants and other dealers, is found fo convenient, that they arc glad to lodge their 
principal cafh with them, to be drawn out from time to time as they want it, without receiv- 
ing or expefting any intercft whatever; and yet, our faid bankers generally get great for- 
tunes, by prudently inveftinga certain proportion of their cafti in our national funds, and by 
fome lent for private pledges, difeounting bills of exchange, &c. All which, it is hoped, 
may fufficc for a general hiftory of private banking in London, even down to our days. 

Although the Greenland, or more properly Spitzlbergen, whale fifliing, had been early 
praftifed by the Englifh, yet it had been laid afide toward the latter end of the reign of King 
James I. though confefledly beneficial for the employment of great numbers of lliips and fea- 
inen, and the confumption.of much of our provifions, &c. and that, fince our leaving it off, 
we were obliged to pay large funis to the Dutch and to the Hans-towns, for the oil and whale 
fins which we wanted. Wherefore, an aft of Parliament pafied, in this twenty-fifth year of 
King Charles II. cap, vii. For encouraging the Greenland and Eaftland Trades ; and for the 
better fecuving the Plantation Trade : in fubftance, viz. 

I. That whereas Englilli harpooners could not now be got, the Aft» of Navigation waa 
hereby fo far difpenfed with, for ten years to come; provided the fhip be Englifii built, 
“ and the mafter and half the crew be Englifli, the other half might be foreigners in the faid 
‘‘ fifhery.” — This, it is true, produced fome private attempts for reviving that fifiicry ; which, 
however, in feven years after, funk to nothing again, although neither the oil nor the whale- 
bone were to pay any duty : “ but our plantatlbn fhipping Ihould pay fix fliillings for every 
“ ton of oil, and two pounds ten fliillings for every ton of whale fins imported in their ow4i 
‘‘ fhipping, and half fo much if imported in Englifli fhipping.— If oil be imported in foreign 
flapping the ton of oil fhall pay nine pounds, and the ton of fins eighteen pounds.” In 
the firft feflionof the fecond year of William and Mary, cap. iv. in this year 1690, this aft for 
the whale fifliing at Greenland was continued for four years longer ; but not fo much as a lin- 
gle fhip was fitted out in confequcncc thereof. 

“ 11 . Ships trading from England to our plantations, and returning back laden with fugars, 
“ tobacco, ginger, indigo, logwood, fuftick, cotton, cocoa nuts, &c. and not giving bond 
to land them in England, were to pay fundr^ duties therein named, but iiecdicfs here to 
‘‘ be fpccificd,” 

** III. For the e^icouragemcnt of the Eaftland trade, it is hereby chafted, that aU pcrfoiis, 
natives or foreigners, might, from the firft of May 1673, have free liberty to trade into 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway ; any thing in the Eaftland Company’s charter to the con- 
•• trary notwithftanding* 
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1672 “ Whoever, ifan Englifhman, fhall hrnceforth delire to be admitted into the fellowniip of 

“ the faid Eaftland Company, {hall pay forty {hillings, and no more.” 

Thefe two claufes proved a mortal blow to the Eallland Company : for, in confcquence of 
them, all the north lide of the Baltic Sea wars laid open- to all, and the freedom for trading to 
the fouth fide of it was reduced to fo little as forty {hillings. Sir jofiah Child was of opinion, 
“ That the Baftland Company, by excluding others from their trade, not free of their Com- 
“ pany, had enabled the Dutch to fupply all parts within the Baltic with moft of thie mer- 
“ chandize ufually fent thither, viz. oil, wine, fugar, fruits, &c. — And thatthe Dutch, who 
“ have no Eaftland Company, had then ten times the trade thithertllat we bad. — Andalfo, to 
“ Rulfia and Greenland, where we have no companies, and tliey have none, they have forty 
‘‘ times the trade that vve have. — Laftly, to Italy, Spain, and- Portugal, where we have no 
. companies, we have yet left full as much, if not more, trade than the Dutch.” 

In this fame year 1672, King Charles II. of England, declared waragainft the Dutch, pur- 
fuant to the before-named fccret agreement witlx France; for which his minifters were 
greatly puzzled to find any juft pretext whatfoever. 

. The French author of Colbert’s life alleges, *• tliat by that fecret treaty the United Nc- 
“ therlands were to be divided between thofe two Kings ; but that King Charles withdrew 
“ from the league, growing at length jealous of the vaft fuccefs of King Louis, who in forty 

days time conquered four of the feven provinces, and took forty cities.” Such was the in- 
folence of Louis, and fo much was he at a lofs for any juft reafon for • invading the Dutch, 
that in his declaration of war heonly faid, “ That he could not, without the diminution of 
“ his glory, any longer dilTemble his indignation againft the States General.” Without al- 
leging fo much as one finglc fail for the ground of his faid invafion, — So much barefaced vio- 
lence and injuftice prailifcd by both thofe kings, are, however, foreign to our purpofe to en- 
large on. 

It is enough to remark, that D’Etrees, with forty French {hips of war, joined the Englilh 
fleet at Portfmouth, and entertained our King on board his admiral-lhip ; for, by this time, 
Colbert had confiderably augmented the number and goodnefs of the French royal navy, 
though it was not brought to its utmoft perfeftion till fix years later. King Charles alfo, to 
fecond the rapid conquefts of Louis, fent over the Duke Of Monmouth with fix thoufand Eng- 
lifli troops, to join the French in the Netherlands. 

In this fame fummer, Dc Ruyter, with atbovc one hundred Dutch {hips of war, attacked 
the combined fleets of England and France, commanded by the Duke of York, on the coaft 
of Suffolk ; and, after a moft terrible {laughter of gallant men, from morning till night, and 
the deftruftion of feveral great {hips, the Dutch retired to their own coaft. In this horrible 
conflift, the Dutch Admiral Van Ghent, and the Frmich Rear Admiral De la Robinierc were 
{lain : our Admiral, Earl of Sandwich, difdaining to quit his {hip when on fire, was blown up 
in her. What pity fo gallant a man did not die in a better caufe I In tlie midft of thefe diftref- 
fes, the Orange party in Holland prevailed fo far, as to get the Prince, afterwards King Wil- 
liam II I. of Great Britain, declared Stadtholder, and the two brothers, De Witts, were deftroyed; 

The Earl of Sandwich, blown up, as wc have juft related, was fucceeded, as Prefident of 
the Council of Trade, by the Earl of Shaftibury, Lord Chancellor. The preamble to this 
new commifiion, which has never yet boen in print that we know of,, it having been commu- 
nicated to the author by a private friend, fets forth, that, 
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Whereas, by the goodnefs of Almighty God, our donihiions have of late years been con** 
fidcrably enlarged, by the occalion of many great colonies and plantations in America and 
elfewhere : and both our cuftoms and revenues, as well as the trade and wealth of our good 
fubjefts at home and abroad, much increafed, both by the mutual commerce and traffic be- 
tween thefe our kingdoms and our fald colonies and plantations. — And whereas, fcveral 
“ other colonies and plantations may hereafter accrue to us, and many other improvements 
“ may juftly be expeftedj if fufficient care be taken for the encouragement, proteflioii and 
defence of our faid colonics and plantations, and of all our good fubjefts in their faid re- 
fpedive trades and'commcrce, and a due regulation be made therein. Wc have thought 
fit to erefl: and cftablilh a feleft council, whgfc employment fliall be, to take care of the 
‘‘ welfare of our faid colonies and plantations, and alfo of the trade and navigation of thefe 
our kingdoms : and to give us a true and faithful account thereof, from time to time, with 
their opitiions and advice thereupon. — To that end, know ye, that we, repofing efpecial 
trufl; and confidence in your abilities, &c. have conftituted, &c.” — (here the whole board is 
named) — “ to be a {landing council to us for all the affairs which do or may any way con- 
“ cern the navigation, commerce, and trade, as well domcftic as foreign, of thefe our king- 
doms, (Tangier only cxccptcd) whether immediately heUl by us, or by .any others^ in 
“ virtue of our charters’’ — (this claufe refpefts the Engllfli incorporated companies) — “ al- 
ready made or granted, or hereafter to.be fo made or granted. — And for the belter affiflance 
of our faid council in all their debates and confultations, it fliall be lawful for our moft dear 
brother James Duke of York, our High Admiral, our moft dear coufin Prince Rupert,” — 
(and levcral other great perfoas therein named) — ‘‘ to be prefent at their debates and rcfola-» 
tions, &c.” 

Yet, in the courfe of a few years all thefe fine words came juft to nothing, the commiflions 
being entirely dropped ; the luxury of the King, and his Ichemcs for the advancement of po- 
pery and lawlefs power, not permitting him to be long at fo much annual expeiice for fo good 
a pnrpofc. This commiffion was faid to have been principally promoted by the Cliancellor 
Shaftefbury. 

In this fame year, the Parliament of Scotland .legally reduced the iiitcrcft of money from 
eight to fix per cent. 

In this fame year 1672, the cdurt of France, or rather Colbert, obferving, that all the moft 
confiderablc European nations trading to the Eaft Indies, faw it extremely needful to have a 
fettlement near the fouth end of Africa, for the convenience of their fbips in thofe voyages ; 
they for that end fettled on the ifle then called Mafcareen, or Mafearenhas, which they have 
fince named Bourbon, about three hundred and feventy miles eaft of the great illand of Mada- 
gafear. It is about forty leagues m corapafs. Here their ffiips meet with proper refreflunents, 
that ifle being well watered, and abounding in many forts of trees, plants,, and fruits, with 
horned cattle, hogs, and goats, (brought originally thither from Europe by the Portuguefe,) 
as well as with wild fowl, tortoifes, &cc. and of late years yielding coffee. — It is alfo othci wife 
very much improved. 

Voltaire, tliough in many things not abfolutely to be relied on, yet in thefe matters may 
he better liftened to, obferves, in his Age of Louis the Fourteenth, how greatly he had im- 
proved, fortified, and adorned France. — “ It was” fays he, “ wonderful to behold the fca- 
ports, which before were deferred and in ruins, now furrounded by works, atpnccbotli 
their ornament and defence ’--covered alfo with fliips and mariners, and containing already 
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1672 near fixty large fhips of war.— New colonies, under the protjeftion of bis flag, were fen t 
from all parts into America, Eaft India, and Africa : a wonderful change this in fix 
‘‘ years time I — Moreover, every year of Colbert’s miniflry, from 1663 to this year 
** was diftinguilhed by the eftablifhment of fome new manufaftory, fuch as fine woollen cloth, 
filk, and glafies, with which till this time Venice had fupplied all Europe : — he alfo pro- 
cured fronwEngland the fecret of the flocking frame, of Englilh invention, by which flock- 
ings are made ten times quicker than by the knitting needles ; the manufafture bf carpets alfo 
“ and of fine tapeflrics were introduced ; alfo wrought iron ware, flccl, fine earthen ware^ 
‘‘ Morocco leather, &c.” 

“ Whilft fuch vaft improvements were making at horr]ie, Louis, in this fummer, kept 
** his court at Utrecht, and his troops were making excurfions within one league of Amftcr- 
, dam itfelf. — Thus was the greateft mercantile flatc that ever exifted, upon the very brink of 

utter deflruftion. — A moment’s diligence would have put that King in pofleffion of Amflcr- 
“ dam. The richeft families, and thofe who were raoft defirous of liberty, prepared to cm- 
bark for Batavia, and fly even to the extremities of the world. The Ihips capable to make 
V this voyage were numbered, and it was found that fifty thoufand families might be embark- 
ed. The Dutch would no longer have exifled but in the mofl diftant part of the Eaft In- 
dies. And thefe European provinces, which fubfift only by their Afiah riches, their com- 
merce, and if a Frenchman may fay fo, by their liberty, would on a fudden have been 
ruined and depopulated. Amfterdam, the warehoufe and magazine of Europe, wherein 
commerce and the arts arc cultivated by tlirec hundred thoufand people, would have pre- 
fently become only one vaft lake and the adjacent lands, which require an immenfe cx- 
“ pence to raife and maintain their banks, would probably at once have wanted both the fup- 
port of men and money, and would at length have been overwhelmed by the fea, leaving 
** Louis the Fourteenth only the wretched glory of having deftroyed one of the fineft and 
moft extraordinary monuments of human induftry. 

Four deputies came to the King’s camp, to implore bis clemency for a republic, which, 
fix months before, had thought lierfelf the a?*bitrator between Kings. — Thofe fuppliants 
were received with haughtinefs, and even with infults and raillery, by Louvois the Mini- 
“ fler, and were made to return feverai times. At length, the King ordered his determina- 
tioii to be declared to them, viz. 

Firft, I’he States to deliver up all they poilclTcd on the other fide the Rhine, with Nimc- 
gueii, and feverai other towns and forts in the heart of their territories. 

‘‘ Secondly, To pay the King twenty millions. 

Thirdly, That France* for the future lhall be maftcr of all the great roads of Holland, 
both by land and water, without paying any toll. 

Fourthly, . That the Catholic religion Ihould be every where reftored. 

Fifthly, That the Republic ftiould annually fend an AmbaflTador Extraordinary to the 
French court, with a gold medal, whereon Ihould be engraved an acknowledgement,— 
That they held their liberties of Louis XIV. ^ 

‘‘ Sixthly and filially, That they Ihould alfo make fatisfa&ion to the King of England and 
“ the Princes of the Empire, particularly thofe of Cologne and Munfler, by wlK>m Holland 
ftill continued to be ravaged. ' ^ 

“ Thefe conditions,” continues Voltaire, “which approached fo near to flavery, appeared 
“ intolerable j and the rigour of the conqueror infpired the vanquifticd with a defperate cour- 
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age. They determined therefore to die in defence of their liberty. Their hearts and Ivo^^ 
were all turned upon the Prince of Orange, and their fury againft the Grand Penfionary 
“ John De Witt, and his brother Cornelius, both of whom the mob at the Hague nown#f- 
“ facred, and infultcd all their friends. They immediately cut the dykes which kept oui the 
fca ; whereupon the country-houfes, which arc innumerable round Amflcrdam, alfo the 
** villages and neighbouring towns, fuch as Leyden, Delft, he, were overwhelmed ; and yet 
“ the country people did not repine at feeing their herds of cattle drowned in the fields. Am- 
‘‘ fterdam itfclf appeared like a vaft fortrefs in the midft of the fca, furrounded with fliips of 
war, which now. had depth of water fufficieht to make them be flationed round the city, 
“ where frcflr-watcr was now fold at fix ftivers pcivpint. What will be moft wondered at by 
‘‘ poftcrity is, that Holland, whilft thus overwhelmed on the land, was yet formidable on the 
ocean, under De Ruyter ; who, with one hundred fliips of war, and fifty fire-fliips, gave 
“ battle to the united fleets of England and France, at Solcbay, and afterwards brought their 
“ Eaft India fleet fafe into the Texel ; hereby defending and enriching his country on one 
fide, whilft Louis was deftroying it on the other. 

In brief, the Emperor i,copold, the great Elcftor of Brandenburg, Fiedcrick‘‘ William, 
the Governor of the Spanifli Netherlands, all flew to the affiftance of the Dutch; and, as 
no more cdnquefts could be made in a country overwhelmed with water, Louis found it 
beft to leave his army, and return home ; which army being weakened by the numerous 
** garrifons of the towns which had fubmitted to him, >yas obliged to retreat; and the Prince 
“ of Orange, now Stadtholdcr, was, by the above-named fuccours, enabled to recover all 
that Louis had conquered. In the midft of thofe diforders and devaftati'ons,*’ ftill adds 
Voltaire, ‘‘ the magiftrates of Amftcrdam, to their eternal honour, raanifeflcd virtues which 
‘‘ arc feldom fecn but in a republic. For as thofe people who were pofleffed of bank-notes,’* 
(he means bank-credit, or compts en banqitej ‘‘ ran in crowds to the bank, where it was to be 
‘‘ apprehended they would lay violent hands on the public treafurc, every one being eager to 
** get his money out of the little which they fuppofed ftill to remain there, the magiftrates 
opened the places where the treafure was depofited, and it was found in the fame ftatc in 
which it had been depofited fixty years previous to this period; and the filver was even ftill 
black, from the eflefts of the fire by which the old Stadthoufe had been coiifunied long bc- 
fore. The bank-notes (credit) till now had been' conftantly negociated, and this treafure 
never touched till this time, when thofe who infifted on having their money, were paid out 
of it.” (This may be true, for ought that was generally known to the contrary, or that 
any can, in our days, certainly tell.) “ Such diftinguiflaed good-faith, and fuch great rc- 
fources, were then fo much the more admirable, as Charles the Second, King of England, 

‘‘ to defray the cxpences of his pleafures, and of this war againft the Hollanders, had, juft at 
that time, become a bankrupt to his fubjefts,” by (hatting up his Exchequer, “ and it 
“ W2^s as diflionourablc in this King, thus to violate the public faith, as it was- glorious in the 
magiftrates of Amfterdam to preferve itj at a time when a failure might have appeared par- 
donable.** ^ ' 

This account of tlic condition of Holland is fo finely told by Voltaire, that, though it may 
fomewhat.prolfx, it cannot, wc imagine, fail to l>c entertaining to every curious readerj, 
who has not read Iris Hiftory of the Age of Louis XIV. 

Spain having afiifted the Dutch in this war with France, as their own Netherlands muft in- ^ 
eyUably have been loft bad the Dutch been ruined, Louis availed himfelf of that pretext, to * 
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1672 ^eize on thc Franche Compte of Burgundy, and on many places in the Spanilh Netherlands ; 
and although, by, the fuccccding peace of Nitneguen, fomc of the Netherland towns were re- 
flored tQ Spain, France, ncverthclefs, has retained the county of Burgundy to this day. 

We have feen the three former Englifh African Companies ruined by war,* mifeonduft, and 
their great ftruggles with the interlopers. In this year, the fourth and laft exclufive company 
was crefted, alter the third company had furrendered their diarter, for the above rcafons. To 
this fourth company the King and the Duke of York fubferibed, as well as many perfons of 
rank and quality, and the whole capital of one hundred elcvcn-thoufand pounds, was com- 
pleated in nine months. In this new fubfeription the late company was allowed thirty-four 
thoufand podnds for their three forts, viz. Cape Coaft Cattle, Sierra Leone, and James Fort 
in the river Gambia. 

*" The new company foon improved their trade, and increafed their forts; and whereas all 
former companies were obliged to fend to Holland to make up their aflbrtments of goods, 
flhey now introduced into England the making of various kinds of woollen goods, &c. not 
formerly known. They alfo imported quantities of gold, out of which fifty tlioufand guineas 
Were firtt coined in one year, in 1673, fo named from the country of Guinea. They alfo im- 
ported red-wood, for dyers ; alfo elephants teeth, wax, honey, fee. And they exported to the 
value of feventy tlmufand pounds annually, in'Englilh goods, for fcveral years : but, at the 
revolution, the Weft India planters joined the interlopers, in aflerting, that they were always 
.bell ferved with fiaves when the trade was open to all. And the Petition and Declaration of 
■Right, #s that aft of Parliament is commonly called, in th6 firft year of William and Mary, 
effeftually debarring it and all other pretended exclufive companies, not authorized by Parlia- 
ment, the trade became open, although that company ftill perfifted in feizing the feparate tra- 
ders ; which occafioned much clamour, and no fmall obftruftion to the negro trade. Their 
great difputes with the feparate traders arc contained in many large pamphlets ; but the fubjeft 
is long fiiice become fo obfolete, that it would tire our readers, to very little purpofc, to give 
a detail of it- 

Copper halfpence and farthings were cained in England, by King Charles, in this year 1672, 
having on one fidc^ Carolus a Carolo ; and on the Tcvcvky Britannia, There was,” fays 
Mr. Tindal, in his Notes on Rapin’s Hiftory, “ another farthing coined of rare copper, hav- 
ing on the feverfe, ^atuor Maria Vcndico\ but thefc were called in, to pleafe the French 
King.” — And this coinage now cffeftually fupprclTed the private coins called tokens. 

In this fame year 1672, the Turks, with an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, 
invaded Poland, took the ftrong fortrefs of Caminicc, and alfo brought the Poles fo low as to 
fubmit to an annual tribute, in order to obtain peace of the Porte ; which, however, in the 
very next year, was renounced, when King John Sobiefki gave the Turks a great overthrow; 
and, in confequence of hk viftory, made better and more honourable terms of peace for Po- 
land, in the year 1676. 

At the very dole of this memorable year 1672, Sir Tobias Bridges, with fix ?hips from 
Barbadocs, took from the Dutch the ifland of Tobago, in the Weft Indies, and alfo St. Eu- 
ftatius ; which laft-naracd ifle the DiUch Adiriiral Evertz retook the fame year. On the other 
Jund, the Dutch took St. Helena from England ; which ifle wai foon after recovered by us, 
in the year 1673, by furprizing the Dutch garrifoh, at a place where only two perfons abreaft 
could clitnb up thb rocks, as were alfo three rich Dutch India fhips ; whijch place is iince that 
time well fortified : and the Englifli colony therc^ which is faid to confift of about two hun- 
dred 
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r67a tfrcd families, now live in pcrfeft fecurity. — As to the reft of that ifland, it Is an entire fteep 
and barren rock. 

F673 The whole bufinefs and benefit of the little ifle and colony of St, Helena is, to fupply frefli 
provifions and water for^ and to be a fafe retreat to our homeward-bound Eaft India fhips : 
in return for which, the planters arc fuppired out of tlie company’s warehoufes there, with 
brandy, wine, arrack, beer, malt, fugar, tea, and alfo with cloathing from England and 
India : fo that this otherwife barren and rocky fpot, is, by its happy fituationj of fingular bene- 
fit to cur fliipping, and to thofe alfo of otlier nations in amity with us. 

The Portuguefe difeovered St. Helena in the year 1501. when it was quite umnhabited ; 
but they ftocked it with hogs, poultry, &c. and alfo planted it with lemons, oranges, figs, &c. 
which throve very much, and rendered it an ufcful refrefliing place, where they often left their 
fick men till their next return ; but that nation poffeffing fo many ports afterwards along the 
fouth-eaft coaft of Afiica, fuch as Sofala, Monibaza, Melinda, Magadoxa, Mozambique, &c. 
for refrefhing their Ihips on their Eaft India voyages, they abandoned St. Helena, which lay 
long after defolatc, until the Hollanders fettled on it for the fame convenience : but finding 
the Cape of Good Hope ftill more convenient, they alfo abandoned St. Helena, about the year 
1651 : whereupon our Eaft India Company fiift fettled on it ; and it now abounds with cattle, 
poultry, greens, fruits, &c. there being fome good fpots, here and tlK>re, between the rocks, 
whereon herbage, pafture, &c. arc fupplied for thofe ends. 

By King Charles the Second’s charter ro the Eaft India Company, this illand, in the year 1661, 
was confirmed to that company : but the Dutch having, in their war with England, in 1665, 
feized on it, it was retaken in the fecond Dutch war, in the year 1672, as we have already 
fecn. The Dutch got pofleffion of it again, and the King’s fhips having now finally recovered 
it, in the year 1673, it became vefted in the crown : wherefore, in the fame year, the King, 
by his charter, re-granted it to the Elft India Company for ever, abfolutc lords proprietors 
of it, with all royal mines, &c. in whofe pofleffion it remains to this day. . 

In the funimcf of the year 1673, there were, in the fpace of two months, three feveral and 
terrible fea-fights between the fleets of England and Holland, though not fo bloody as in that 
of the preceding year. In the laft of thefe engagements, under Prince Rupert, the Englifh 
loft Sir Edward Spragge ; and the French fquadron is faid to have flood neuter .all. the 
latter part of the day. The joint fleet of England and France confifted of one hundred and 
ten fhips ; the Dutch of one hundred, under De Ruyter and Van Tromp. Both fides claimed 
the viftory in all the three engagements; and both Englifh and Dutch, by their gallant con- 
du£l, merited it. In the month of February, in this year, (N. S.) the Earl of Shaftefbury^ 
then Lord Chancellor, in a fpeech in the Houfc of Peers, inveighed with much acrimony 
againft the Dutch, whom he called “ England’s conftant foes, both by intereft and inclina- 
tion ; wherefore he concluded with elder Cato’s words , — Dclcnda cjl Carthago \ i. e. The 
Dutch mttji be extlrpated.^^ 

During this fhprt but hot war, the Englifh Eaft India Company was under the neceffity of 
raffing no fewer than fix thoufand men for the fecurity of Bombay againft the attempts of the 
Dutch, 

To ap bflavo Englifh traniflation, in this fame year 1673, of a judicious treatife, entitled, 
The Buckler of State and Juftice, publifhed; by diredlioii of the court of Spain, in feveral* 
language^i, for expofing the perfidious defigns of King Louis of France for univerfal monar- 
chal there is annexed a fhort effay, called^ A free Conference touclung the prefent State of 

England^ 
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1673 England^ both at Home and Abroad ; in order to the Dcfigns of France : (faid to liavc been 
written by the dirctlion of the Earl of Arlington, then going out of favour, and aimed againft 
the Earl of Shattefbpry, then Lord Chancellor, acccu'ding to Britannia Languens, oftavo, 1680, 
p. 41-50.) wherein we arc told, “ That not above three years ago, (viz. about the year ib^o) 
“ France was hardly able to fend forth twenty fiiips of war, and now they have fixty large 
“ oAes, rcadj turniflied, and well armed ; and do apply all their induftry and pains, in every 
‘‘ part, to augment the number. Could the ghoft of Queen Elizabeth return back into the 
world again, Ihe would jullly reproach the minifters of ftate in England for having aban- 
‘‘ doned her good ma^iims, by tamely fufFcring, before our eyes, a maritime power to increafe, 
‘‘ which ftie fo diligently kept down throughout the whole courfc of her reign. Whereas 
you ’ (this conference is fuppofed to be with a rainifter of ftate) arc fo far from oppofing 
the growth of this power, that you rather feem to defire England fliould facilitate the ways 
to make it grow the faftcr, and to render it yet more formidable than it is, by the acquifi- 
“ tion of the fea-p^rts ; which, in conclulion., mull; infallibly bring France to be miflrefs of 
“ the commerce of the Indies. All the world knows the vaft quantity of monc-y and arms 
^ which the french have accumulated to that end alone, out of the riclieft purfes of that king- 
** dom.‘ Our power and greatnefs confift principally in the matter of commerce; I therefore 
conclude, by an unerring confcquencc, that commerce ought to be the chief objedl of our 
“ jealoufy, and that wc are boui)d to be as tender of the confervation of this benefit as of the 
apples of our eyes.’’ — Difmifled or declining llatcfmen often deliver truths, the reverfe of 
what they had pradlifed when in power. This great truth is, however, of fuch importance 
to us, as to merit the being ever uppermoft in our thoughts and counfcis. 

At this time, the manufaftured commodities of Eaft India, annually imported into Europe, 
and more particulaily into England, were become fo confiderable, as to occafion loud com- 
plaints againft our Englifh Eaft India Company, as deftroyers, or at Icaft Icfieners of the 
confumption of our own Englifli manufaftures ; whereby alio it was obferved, that our an- 
nual exportation of bullion to India, which formerly did not often exceed forty thoufand 
pounds, was greatly increafed. 1 hefc complaints continued, without intermiffion, or rather 
increafed, until long after, that the legiflaturc found it nccclfary to enaft a total and abfolutc 
prohibition of the wear of all fuch in England, mulliiis only excepted. Which two points, 
viz. the increafe of the exportation of bullion, and of the importation of Indian manufaflurcs, 
fupplied the opponents of that company and trade with loud and popular objeftions againft 
both. 

In this fame year, a fleet of French flrips of war, failed to attack the Dutch forts on the 
coaft of the ifle of Ceylon, with a delign to polfefs the cinnamon-trade ; and they aftually took 
the important fort of Trincomalc. But a fleet of lixteen large lliips from Batavia, with land- 
forces^ arriving, the French fleet retired to Surat, and the Dutch foon recovered it. From 
Surat the French failed, attacked, and took the fortrefs of St. Thomas, which the Dutch had 
taken from the Portuguefc a few years before, and was alfo foon loft ^aiii to the Dutch ; and 
in the end, not a finglc fhip ever returned home to France. This was the laft attempt, during 
the feventeenth century, for difturbing the commerce of the Dutch Eaft India Company. 
il674 After the French had been driven from St. Thomas, they retired, in the year 1674, to a 

place called Pondicherry ; where, by permiffion of the Viceroy of the King of Vifapour, they 
fortified it, the fitualion being very proper for the trade of piece-goods, then In great demand 
in Europe. This place the French have fo much improved, that it is, to our days, their 

capital 
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1674 capital refidence for all their Eaft India trade. It was, however, taken by the Dufeh in the 
year 1693 ; but reftored to France by the peace of Ryfwick, in the year 1697 ; after which it was 
ilill further ftreUgthened and improved, fo as to be deemed one of the moft confidcrable places 
of the Europeans in India, having a largQ town of many thouiands of Indians in it, befide the 
French company’s people and traders ; and being lately further enlarged, and the fuburbs wall- 
ed in, it is by fome fiid to be four leagtics in circumference, containing one hundred and 
twenty thoufand inhabitants, Chriftians, Moors, and Gentoos. Ncvcrtliclcfs it was con- 
quered by England, in the year 1761. 

The univerfal clamour of the people of England, on account of the incrcafing power of 
France, fo dangerous to us and to all Europe, pbliged King Charles the Second, in the 
ginning of the year 1674, to come into- terms of peace, by the mediation of Spain, with the 
States of Holland, on much the fame footing as in that of Breda, in the year 1667 ; with this 
advantage, however, on his fide, that, by the tenth article, the States agreed to pay our King 
eight hundred thoufand patacoons (being near two hundred thoufand pounds fterling) toward 
the expqnce of this \y^v : which fum came very fcafonably to him, who had lavillied away, iu 
a Ihanicful manner, the greateft part of the money given by Parliament to fupport the w^ar. 

By the fourth article, it was ftipulated, That all Dutch Ihips, whether fliips of war or 
“ others, whether in fquadrons or finglc Ihips, wdiich lhall happeit to meet any fliips or wA'- 
** fels wliatfoevcr belonging to the King of Great Britain, whcthci* one or more, carrying that 
“ King’s flag called the Jack, in any of the Seas from Cape Finifterre to the middle point of 
the land Van Staten, in Norway, fliall ftrike their topfail and take down their flag, in the 
fame manner, and with the like teflimony of refpeft, as has been nfually paid at any time 
or place heretofore, by the Dutch fliips, to thofe of the King or his anceflors. 

V. “ And whereas the agreement, in the year 1667, for the furrender of the colony of Su- 
rinam, by King Charles’s governor thereof, to the States General, has occafioncd many 
‘‘ quarrels and difputcs, and has contributed greatly to the mifunderftanding lately arifen be- 
tween the King and the States, — they, the faid States General, now flipulate, that thofe ar- 
tides fliall be fully executed j — and that the King may fend commHrioners to examine the 
‘‘ condition of his fubjefts remaining there, — and may fend thither two or three (hips, to 
‘‘ bring away his faid fubjcfts, wflth their efFcfts and Haves ; and, till then, that they be treat- 
ed equitably in the falc of their lands, payment of debts, and barter of goods.” 

Note, That purfuant to the above recited fifth article, one thoufand two hundred perfons, 
including negroes, were, in this and the following year, brought from Surinam to Jamaica, 
and had lands afligned them in St. Elizabeth’s precinft there. 

It is faid, that fince the Dutch have poffeffed that colony, they have rendered it more healthy 
tlian before, by .draining its marfhes and clearing away the woods : fo that it is now a noble 
colony, producing much fugar, being planted above one hundred miles up the river of Suri- 
nam (its mouth, in fix degrees north latitude) by eight hundred or more families, many of 
: them ^ being French Protefiant Refugees : their coffee, too, is laid to be better than that of 
Martinico and Jamaica. It alfo produces gums, dying woods, cotton, ginger, flax, Ikins, 
tobacco, &c. It is the only colony now poflefled by the Dutch on the continent of America ; 
being faid to be the joint property of their Well India Company, the city of Amflerdam, and 
the Lord of Somelfdyk. They have feveral other towns befide the capital, now named Siiri- 
' nam, as New Zealand, 'one hundred and twenty nlilcsno rth weft from Surinam; New Mid- 
♦-dclburg, &c. and have four Handing .companies of foldiers for their defence. 

VoL. II. 3 X On^ 
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1674 One Jeronymo Clifford, who publifhed his hardfhips, in the year 1710, having had a great 
plantation there, fays, ‘‘ That Surinam colony ts fix hundred miles in length, and three hun- 
** dred in breadth : that, except fonie fniall quantity of fugarVnade on the barren ifle of Cara- 
coa, this is the only colony of the Dutch which produced fugar.’^ Though, fince Clif- 
‘‘ ford’s time, the ifle of St. Euftatia is fo far improved as to produce fome fugar. 

VL*“ All Ij^nds, iflands, towns, forts, &c. taken on both fides, fince the commencement 
of this war, fhall be reftored, by either party, in the fame condition they then were. 

IX. “ Within three months after the proclamation of this treaty, the States General 

“ agree to fend to London a number of commiffioners equal to that of the King, to treat of 
‘‘ the freedom of navigation and commerce ; more cfpecially in the Eafl: Indies : and in cafe 
they fhall not agree within three months, then the difputcs fhall be referred to the arbitra- 
tion of the Queen Regent of Spain.” 

Done at Weftminfter, the ninth of February {N. S.) 1674. 

Another marine tr«aty was concluded on the firft of December, 1674 : and, 

By an explanatory declaration of both the marine treaties, above-named, and by another, 
figned by Sir William Temple, on one fide, at the Hague, and by the States deputies, on the 
other, on the thirtieth of December 1675, it is declared, “ That the true meaning and iii- 
tention of the faid articles is, and ought to be, that fhips and vcfTels belonging to the fub- 
jefts of cither of tli^; parties, can and might, from the time that the faid articles were con- 
“ eluded, not only pafs, traffic, and trade, from a neutral port or place, to a place in enmity 
‘‘ with the other party, or from a place in enmity to a neutral place, but a!fo from ajport or 
place in enmity, to a port or place in enmity with the other party, whether the faid places 
** belong to one and the fame Prince or State, or to fcveral Princes and States, with whom 
the other party is in war. And we declare, that this is the true and genuine fenfc and mcan- 
“ ing of the faid articles.— And we do promife, that the faid declaration lhall be ratified by 
** his faid Majefty, and by the faid States General.” 

This declaration has given rife to all the complaints of the Dutch, on account of our mak- 
ing prize of their fiiips, laden wnth French property, in the years 1757-8-9; which French 
property thofc Dutch fhips were intended to convey fafe to and from France, and to protedl 
them from our cruizers, See. which declaration has been conflrued, in part, in a quite differ- 
ent fenfe from tliat of the Dutch, by the Britifli coujt and law, and feems to require a further 
explanation by a frclh treaty. 

Part of the fecrct article of the foregoing treaty of peace is as follows, viz. — “ Neither of 
the faid parties fhall give leave, nor confent, that their fubjefts or inhabitants fliall give 
** any aid, favour, or counfcl, dircftly or indirectly, by land or fea.— Nor fhall furnifh nor 
permit their fubjeCls or inhabitants to furnifh any fliips, foldiers, fcamen, victuals, money, . 
“ inftruments of war, &c. to the enemies of cither party.” 

In this fame year, the old ilFjudged affair of prohibiting new buildings in London was once - 
more revived ; an order of Council being publifhed for profccuting all fuch as had ercdled 
houfes on new foundations, in the fuburbs and vicinity of* London : by which, all that wad 
probably intended was to bring fome money into the impoverifhed and bankrupt Exchequer. 

So vail was our commerce with Holland at this time, that Conful Ker, in his Remarks on : 
Holland, &c. publifhed in Ker of Kerfland^s Memoirs, vol. ii. obferves, ** That, after a 
“ great froft, in 1674, when the waters were open, there failed out of the harbours of Rotter- 
dam three hundred fail of Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh fhips all at unce, vyith an cafterly wind.” 

Tire : 
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1674 The Hollanders’ Weft India Company’s cxclufive grant now expiring, the States General 
renewed the lame, cxclufive of all other Dutch inhabitants, to trade to Africa and the Well 
Indies, any otherwffe than in the name of that Company, whofc limits were defined to he 
from the Tropic of Cancer, to the fouth* latitude of thirty-three degrees, including all the 
iflands within thofe boundaries, both on or near the African and American coalls. — Provided, 
however, that if the Eaft India Company lhall occupy the iflands fituated within thofe limits, 
betv/cen Africa and America, from Afeenfion foutliward, before this Company lhall fo do, 
then the Eaft India Company fhall have ail cxclufive patent for thofe iflands, &c. 

And it fceiiis, the faid Dutch Weft India Company do, to tliis clay, grant licences to pri- 
vate adventurers, to trade within thofe limits ; ^from which emoluments, it is parly enabled 
to continue certain flender dividends to their proprietors. 

1675 The Englifli Houfe of Commons, being much out of humour with the conduft of their 
King, Charles the Second, and that of his bad Minifters, adling fo m uch in favour of France, 
and fo diametrically oppofitc to England’s true intefefts ; and obfer/ing the hnmenre confurnp- 
tion of French wares of all kinds, in England ; and, on the other hand, how little of Eng- 
lilh merchandize was taken ofF by France; (now ardently purfuing tlie improvement of her 
own woollen, filk, and linen manufadlurcs) that Houfe entered into an examination of the 
general balance of trade between England and France ; and found that England was annually, 
for fomc time paft, above one million fterling lofcrs by her trade with France. Echard’s third- 
volume, Rapin’s fccoiid volume, and the author of I'he Happy future State of England, are 
particular in this rcfpc£l, viz. 

C J. d. 

Imported into England from France, annually, about — 1,500,000 o o 

Exported from England to France, annually, about — 170,000 o o 

Annual balance againft England ^ 1,330,000 o o 

Befidc about fix hundred thoufiuid pounds value of French wines, filks, embroideries, and 
other fripperies, annually run in or fmugglcd upon us : “ fo that,” (fays the Jaft-namccl au- 
thor, very properly) “ all our grave laws againft fending money, in fpecic, out of England, 
wIkui the balance of trade is againft us, is but hedging in the cuckow.” 

CofFcc houfes in London were, at this time, much frequented by perfons of rank and fub- 
ftance, who, fuitablc to our native genius, ufed great freedom therein* with refpeft to the 
courts proceedings in thefe and the like points, fo contrary to the voice of the people. 
Whereupon the King ilTued a proclamation, in this fame year, for the fupprefling of all 
‘‘ coffee houfes in London,” which alfo was like hedging in the cuckow, “ as being places 
where the difaffefted met, and fpread fcandalous reports concerning the conduft of his 
** Majefty and his Minifters.” But the dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, having here- 
upon remonftrated to the court, that this proclamation would greatly leffen his Majefty’s re- 
venue, the King, a few days after, Iffued another ptoclamation for fufpending the firft. 
Than both which proclamations, nothing could argue greater guilt nor greater wcakneft. 

The navigation laws being fometimes violated, King Charles, in this fame year, ilTucd his 
proclamation, “ for prohibiting the importation into his American plantations of any Euro- 
“ pean merchandize but what ftiould be laden in England; and for putting other branches o£ 
thofe afts into ftrift execution, relating to America.” 

3 X a Wheat, 
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Wheat, in this fame year 1675, was fo deRr as three pounds foot fhillings and eight-pence 
per quarter, or eight fliillings and one-penny per bufhel, according to fiifhop Fleetwood’s 
Clironicon Preciofum. 

III September, a fudden fire having burned 'down the greateft part of the town of North- 
ampton, it was, by an aft of Parliament of the twenty-feventh year of King Charles the Se- 
cond, direfted to«wbe re-built; and was accordingly fo done, in a more beautiful and com- 
modious manner than it had formerly been ; as appears- by the only public aft of this 
year 1675. 

In this fame year, a commercial treaty was concluded at Adrianople, between King Charles 
the Second, of England, (by his ambaffador, Sir John Finch) and the Sultan Mahomet the 
Fourth: whereby “ all former treaties, from Queen Elizabeth’s time downward, were coii- 
** iirmcd ; and certain new capitulations were fiiper-added ; — fuch as, freedom for all Englifh 
** fubjefls to refidc in, and trade to Turkey ; — to have confuls, of their own proper appoint- 
“ ing, in its fea ports ; — to enjoy all the particular privileges and immunities which cither the 
“ French, or the Venetians, or any Chriftian nation enjoyed, and fhall pay no higher duties 
than they do; — that the Dutch merchants of Holland, Zealand^ Friefland, and Gueldcr- 
“ land, trading to Turkey, fhall always come thither under the colours of England, and- 
“ fhall pay the dues to the Englifh ambaffador and confuls, in the fame manner as the Eng- 
“ lifh merchants do ; — and the merchants of Spain, Portugal, Ancona, Florence, and all 
‘‘ forts of Dutch, fliall alfo come under the flag of England, and pay the fame dues as the 
“ Dutch before-named. The Englifli merchants and all others, who arc now to come under 
the colours of England, may, with all pofliblc fecurity, trade, fell, and buy all forts of 
merchandize, not prohibited; not only in Turkey; but they may likewife trade to Muf- 
covy, by fca,” they could fo trade by no other fca but the Black Sea, or land, and may 
“ bring their merchuiulizc from thence to Turkey; and the like liberty is now allowed the 
Englifli with refpeft to Perfia^ &c.” 

The bufinefs of the proteflion of the flag had occafioned much contefl between the amhaf- 
fadois of England and thofc of France, at the Porte ; the latter having alfo fometimes got it 
inferted in their treaties and capitulations, that the Dutch, and the other nations before-nam- 
ed, who, as yet, had concluded no commercial treaties with the Ottoman Porte, fliould come- 
and trade under the flag and proteftion of France: but now, in this treaty, with our King 
Charles the Second, that privilege is afccrtained to England alone. The cafe is much altered 
lince the time now under our confideration ; the Dutch, particularly, having long fiiice had 
the privilege of ambaffadors and confuls of their own, refiding conftantly in I’lirkey. 

There are, in this treaty, fixty-fevcn articles in all ; to whicli^ after Sir John Finch’s ar- 
rival, were added the following explanations, viz. 

I. ‘‘ What duty the Englifh fhips paid for their merchandize coming to Scandcroon, and 
afterwards to Aleppo. 

II. For all merchandize, which the Englifli merchants fhall import or export, they fhall 
pay only three per cent. And woollen clotKs from London fhall pay one hundred ahd 

“ forty-four afpers per piece, whether fine or coarfe, of the manufafture of England.” Eighty 
afpers being worth a Spanifti piece of eight. S* But the woollen cloths of Holland, &c. which 
“ aic not of the manufafture of England fhall hereafter pay the duties as formerly have been 
cuftomary, &c. 

III. 
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1*675 Iir. IV. V. VI. and VII. “ Contain only certain regulations, concerning caufes tp be 
“ tried, relating to the Englifh, and the anchorage-duty on our fhips arriving at Conftanti- 
, nople, Scandcroon, Smyrna, Cyprus, &c. and other matters relating to duties and debts. 
VIII. “ Two ihip-loads of figs and currants arc annually allowed to be exported from 
“ Smyrna, Salonichi, &c. for the ufe of the King of Great Britain’s kitchen, provided there 
be no fcarcity of thofe fruits ; paying only three per cent, cuftoni for the fame.” And the 
nintli article is only a very ambiguous and vague flipulation, concerning the duty on all filk, 
which the Englifh buy at Smyrna. Vide vol. iii. of the General Collcftion of Treaties, &cc. 
from p. 282 to p. 309. London, 1732. 

The anonymous author of a fpirited oftavo treatife, intitlcd, Britannia Languens, publifli- 
cd in the year 1680, chiefly with a view to evince, that England’s national commerce had been 
for fomc years in a confumptivc way ; (though it is certain that Dr. D’Avenant, and feveral 
others, fix on that very year 1680, as the fummit of our commercial profperity,) exhibits an 
account of all the gold and filver coined in England, from the firlt of Oftober 1599, to No- 
vember, in this year 1765, being feventy-fix years ; which he has divided into four periods : 

Ihewing how our coinage increufed in the three firft periods, proportionably to the incrcafc 
“ of our trade and navigation; and how much the coinage dccreafed in the fourth period » 
“ taken (he fays) from a printed account of the faid year 1675, Viz. 

Coined, £. j, d. 

“ Firft period, nineteen years and a half, from Oft ober 1599, ta- 
** March 1619, coined in gold and filver - - « 4,779,314 13 4 

“ Second period, nineteen years, from March 1619, to March 1638, 6,900,042 n i 

“ Third period, nineteen years, from March 1638, to May 1657, 7 » 733 'S-* ^3 41 * 

“ Fourth period, eighteen years and a half, from May 1657, to No- 
vember 1675 - - . . 2,238,997 16 c-^ 

(About one million of which laft fum was harp and crofs money, and 
broad gold, &c. re-coined.) 

In feventy-lix years, total coined in England, is £. 21,651,876 13 10 

“ So” fays this author, “ our coinage yearly increafed from the firft to the fccond period ; 
and from the fecond tP the third ; but annually dccreafed from the third to the fourth pe- 
** riod ; and from ihcncc he inferred, that we were decayed and ovcr-balanccd in our foreign 
“ trade, and that our coin was exported to make good that balance.” Which pofition is cer- 
tainly ovcr-ftretchcd ; for although it may be, and ccrtjainly was true, that, in the three firft 
periods, England poffefled, almoft alone, all the trade of the woollen drapery with the north 
and weft parts of Europe, until between the third and fourth periods, that the Dutch gained 
much of it from us ; and that, towards the clofe of the fourth period, France alfo puflied in- 
to it; yet it furdy by no means follows, that becaufe we did not coin fo much between the 
faid third and fourth periods, as formerly, we therefore were lofcrs by the general balance of 
our annual commerce within tliat time : it has, however, been already obferved, under the 
year 1664, from Dr. D-Avenant’s account, that we were greatly lofers in the general balance 
for the year 1662, too much, if not wholly owing to our immenfe importations from France : 
yet, upon this famous topic, wc muft, after all, agree with Sir Jofiah Child, as we have ob- 
ierved under the year 1670^ that it is extremely difficult to fix, with prccifion, the general ba- 
2 laaco 
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1675 lancc of a nation’s conamcrcc, any other way than by his judicious third pofition. This iit-» 
deed is, in good part, confirmed even by the author of Britannia Languens ; who, however, 
in p. 157, &c. obferves, “ that the Dutch, ^ long after they became independant ftates, were 
ignorant of our new draperies, viz. of bayes, fayes, &c. whicli we had learnt from the 
I Itmings, ^riven out by D’Alva’s perfcculion; and vve fupplied the Dutch witlvvaft quan- 
“ titles of cloth allb, though moftly white, which they died and dreffed, and exported to 
“ Germany, and many other parts. Wc hadalfo formerly the foie trade to Denmark, Nor- 
“ way, Sweden, Livonia, Poland, and. Prulfia, by our Eallland Company, formerly very 
“ llourilhing, and called the Royal Company {1 liavc not met with this appellation any 
where elfe) “ our exports to all which northern countries arc greatly Icfleilcd by the Dutch 
“ having fet up mighty woollen inannfadlurcs, and the Flemings renewed theirs. Wc had 
“ formerly the folc trade of woollen cloathing to France, to the value affix hundred thoufand 
pounds yearly,^ but now none at all. Alfo the foie trade to Turkey, though of late tl:e 
Dutdi are become our competitors therein ; and the French have been long nibbling at 
tnis trade (they are now in our days far from being nikbiers therein j ‘‘ and in the Spa- 
‘‘ nifh trade both the French and Dutch largely fhare with us. What is yet more grievous, 
we import much fine cloth from the Dutch yearly,” (this, wc have cllewhcrc obfeivcd to 
be owing to that nation’s then better drefiing of our fine white cloths, and then returning 
them to us for the ufc of our richeft people, now long fince at an end) “ and till of late we 
“ imported to the value of one liundred and fifty thoufand pounds yearly in fluffs and 
druggets. 

Formerly’’ continues our author, wc had* the folc trade to Portugal, but now the 
French and Dutch are our competitors, as they are alfo to Italy, where wc formerly fup- 
“ plied all. 1 he Venetians alfo fupply and vend much cloth there. Wc kept the monopoly 
‘‘ of the woollen maiiufadlure to moll parts of the trading world, during all the reign of King 
James the Firft, and the greateft part of that of King Charles the Firft. This was our 
principal jewel : and as, at the fame time, our imports were Ids than of late, no wonder 
our coinage was fo great.” 

Thus we receive not a little light into the hiflory of our woollen manufaflure from this able 
author, whofc work, though written with fomc feeming exaggeration here and there, is llill 
worth perufal even at this day. 

A judicious and candid reader will cafily cxcufe the repetition; which wc cannot avoid, of 
fomc points in fuch fubjefts as thefe, coming from different authors. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company, at this time, got the town of St. Thomas, on the Coro- 
mandel coaft, into their hands, J)y affifling the King of Golconda to recover it from the 
French, to whom he gad given it fome years before. The French having then taken it from 
the Portuguefe. 

In this fame year 1675, the Englifh Parliament granted three hundred thoufand pounds for 
building of twenty large (hips of war, viz. one firft rate fhip of fourteen hundred tons ; eight 
fecond rate (hips, of each eleven hundred tons ; and eleven third rates, ofeach feven hundred 
tons. Such as know the ftate of the royal navy in our days, know that fhips of the above- 
named rates arc fcveral hundred tons larger than thefe were j and alfo that they could not now 
be built for confidcrably more than the above fum. At the fame time the Parliamci\t refolved, 
for the future to apply the tonnage and poundage duty abfolutcly for the benefit of the navy- 
foyal ; which was nofinall mortification to the King, who was further clifpleafed at their refuf- 

ing 
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1675 ing him money to take off the anticipations on his own proper revenues : and it was> on that* 
occafion, openly obferved, ‘‘ that the Parliament or the Public was in no wife obliged to pay 

the King’s private debts, fince that would prove a very dangerous precedent hereafter,” 

This wag a wife and gallant ftep towards ourprefent molt happy parliamentary conftitution, 
when every fum granted by our Parliaments is appropriated fpecificaHy ; or elfc, in certain ex- 
traordinary cafes, is granted upon account, /. e. to be accounted for by the crown officers in 
the fuccceding feffion of Parliament. 

1676 It was in or about the year 1676, that th6 printing of calicoes was firft fet on foot in Lon- 
don. As was alfo firft brought into ufe from Holland to London^ the weaver’s loom engine, 
then called the Dutch Loom Engine. Thus all natigns mutually gain the benefit from each 
other of new inventions and improvements; none of which can, for any length of time, be 
abfolutcly engroffed by any particular firft difeoverer*. 

In a maniifcript account of Newfoundland, in the author’s poffeflion, written In the year 
1677, vve find, that in the preceding year 1676, there went thither from England one hundred 
and two (hips, for the cod fifliery there ; each ftiip having twenty guns, and carrying eighteen 
boats, and for each boat five men ; in all, nine thoufand one hundred and eighty men. Their 
convoy was two fliips of war. And the total value of the fifli and oil they made there, in that 
year, was computed at three hundred and eighty-fix thoufand four hundred pounds. How 
greata nurfery then is this fifliery for Englifh failors, and how beneficial for the employment 
of fliip’building, he. ? 

In Oftober 1676, King Charles TI. of England, granted his fourth charter to the Eaft In- 
dia Company, confirming all his former ones, notwfitliftanding any niif-ufer, non-ufer, or 
abufer, whatfoever of their former rights, liberties, hz. by the company or their fervants. 
What induced the company to obtain this charter was, a great clamour raifed againft them at 
this time, on account of their many exclufivc privileges, and their enemies went fo fiir as to 
pulflifli their opinions that their charters were actually void — “ becaufe,” faid they, “ the 
‘‘ crown could not legally grant exclufivc pi ivileges and powers, without the concurrence of 
Parliament.” This was boidlv faid for thofc times ; previous to the ever famous aft of the 
firft year of William and Mary, called the Petition of Rights. The company’s enemies alfo 
alleged, ‘‘ That their bond dc!)ts arnoui'.tcd to fix hundred thoufand pounds, and as they fcl- 
“ dom had much above thatTiim in value at any one time, both in their faftorics in India, 
and upon the fcas ; they thence inferred that they traded wholly with their creditors money, 
of which they made forty per cent, wliilft they allowed their bond creditors but fix percent.” 
— (This laft point, ofitfelf, furcly could be no juft ground for clamour.) “ So that fliould 
** their faftorics and goods be deftroyed by war, &c. how could they fecure and main- 
** tain the prtffcnt nominal value of their capital ftocIC; and, at the fame time, fully, fatisfy 
“ their creditors.” — This objeftion holds equally true againft all trading companies, and pri- 
vate traders alfo. 

That Company, haviiig now made a confiderable profit by their trade, did, in a general 
court, decree, that the faiej profits, inftead of making a dividend thereof to their proprietors) 
fhould be added to their principal or capital ftock, fo as juft to double the fame : for whereas, 
their whole capital was, till now, only three hundred and fixty-nine thoufmd r-iglit hufidrcd 
and ninety-one pounds five fhillings, every fliare of fifty pounds was now made one hundved, 
whereby their new Ccapital was made up to feven hundred and thirty-nine thoufand feven hun- 
dred andcighty-two pounds ten fliillings. 

z Ja 
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4676 III this fame year, a great part of the wealthy and extenfive burgh of Southwark was de^ 
ilroyed by a fudden fire. Their houfes having then been built of timber, lath, and plaifter, 
the legiflature threupon appointed comnviflioners, by an aft of the twenty-ninth of King 
Charles 11 . cap. iv. for rebuilding the fame ; .which was done all of brick walls, in a n^ore 
Xubftantial, regular, and beautiful manner than before ; as it flill appears at this day, from 
Londoti Bridge^oot up to St. Margaret’s Hill, and beyond it. 

In this year, the famous Sir William Petty firft wrote his treat! fe of Political Arithme tic. 
perhaps all his computations and inferences arc not quite unexceptionable, as partly obferved 
in our preface, yet, as he was well verfed in the theory of commerce, we may fafely avail our- 
Pelves of fonie of his ufeful remarks on its increafe in England, from the year 1636 to the year 
1676, viz. 

“ That in the faid forty years fpacc, the taxes and public levies in cur three kingdoms have 
been much greater than at any time before, and yet the faid kingdoms have gradually in- 
‘‘ creafed in wealtl^ and flrcngth within that fpace. 

I. With refpeft to houfing ; the ftreejts of London fltew it to be double the value of 
^^^what it was forty years before. And they have alfo increafed therein at Newcaftlc, Yar- 

mouth, Norwich, Exeter, Portfmouth, and Cowes. — In Ireland alfo, at Dublin, Kinfalc, 
Coleraine, and Londonderry. 

II. “ With refpeft to Ihipping ; the navy royal is now triple or quadruple of what it was 
‘‘ forty years ago, and before the Sovereign w^as built. The” (coal) “ ^flipping of New- 

caftle is now about eighty thoufand tons; and could not then be above a quarter of that 
quantity. 

Firft, Bccaufc London is doubled in people. 

** Secondly, Bccaufc the ufe of coals is at Icaft doubled ; they being heretofore fcldom ufed 
in chambers, as they now are, — nor were there fo many bricks burnt with them as of late, 

. — nor did the country on both fides the Thames make ufe of them as now. 

Above forty thoufand ton of (hipping are employed in the Guinea and American trade ; 
which trade in thofc days was inconfidcrablc. The quantity of wdnes imported was not 
then near fo great as now. And, in fliort, the cuftoms did not then yield one third of the 
“ prefent value. 

III. “ The number and fplcndour of coaches, equipages, and houfhold-furniture, have 
much increafed fince that period. 

IV. “ The poftage of letters is increafed from one to twenty.” — This furcly is exaggerated. 

V. “.?And his Majefty’s revenue is now trebled. 

VI. Upon calling in the money at the reftoration, which had been coined during the 
ufnrpation, it amounted to eight hundred thoufand pounds, or one-feventh part of the 
whole calb of the nation, or five million fix hundred thoufand pounds, or, allowing for 

“ hoarded money, to fix millions.” 

In this fame year, the Duke of York, who was on all occafions earned for the promotioii 
of commerce, and the Lord Berkeley, &c. fitted out a fhip, commanded by Captain Wood, 
for an attempt, once more, to find a norlh-caft paffage to India, accompanied wjth a Ihip of 
the King’s. They were encouraged to this attempt, after it had. been fo long defpaircd of, 
by feveral new reports and rcafonings, fomc of which feem not to have been very well 
grounded. As, 
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t&76 Ti, On the coaft of Corea, near Japan, whales ‘had been found with Englifli and Dutx:h haf- 
'foons flicking in them.— This is no infallible proof that fliips could, get thither by a north- 
cafl paflage, although whales might; 

IL That, twenty years before, fome Dutchmen had failed within one degree of the iiortli 
pole, and ‘found it temperate weather there : and that tlierefore William Barents, the Dutch 
navigator, who wintered at Nova Zambia in the year 1596, fhould have failed further to the 
north before turning caftward, in which cafe, faid they, he would not have found fo much 
obftruftion from the ice. 

III. That two Dutch fhips had lately failed three hundred leagues to the eaftward of Nova 
Zembla, but their Eaft India Company had flillcd^hat defign as againft their intcreft and 
fuch like other airy reports. But this attempt proved very unfortunate. They doubled the 
North Cape, and came among much ice and drift wood, in feventy-fix degrees of north lati-t 
tude, fleering to the coaft of Nova Zembla, wdiere the King’s fhip ftruck upon the rocks, 
and was "fbon beat pieces ; and Captain Wood returned home vvitl’j an opinion, “ that fuch 
a paflage was utterly iaipraftioahle, and that Nova Zembla is a part of the continent of 
“ Greenland.” ^ 

N. B. Not many years ago, in the prefent eighteenth century, it was reported, that certain 
Tvuflians from their province of Siberia, eaftward of Nova Zembla, had attempted to difeover 
North America, and pretended to have, inpart, fuccceJcd ; altliough there never was any clear 
or authentic account thereof publilhcd by the authority of tlie Ruflian court. And even If 
they fhould ailualJy find a way through that icy ocean of Tartary to Japan, China, and North 
America, it could be of no fervice to the reft of Europe, who can attempt jio other way thither 
but either by Waygatz Streights, or clfe round the north end of Nova Zembla, or, laftly, 
round by the north fide of Spitzfbergen : all which have been unfuccefsfully attempted by able 
and experienced pilots of different times and nations ; by reafon of the huge mountains of icc 
obftrufting all paflage, and which probably will remain fo to the end of time. It may even 
be thought doubtful whether that fuppofed difeovery could be made of any great advantage to 
Ruflia itfelf, confidering tljc great land carriage from Siberia to Archangel, or to Peterfburgh, 
through fuch a miferable country. 

§677 The people and Parliament of England, being juftly alarmed at the great progrefs of the 
French King’s conquefts in the Spanifa Netherlands ; the Houfe of Commons addrefled their 
King to form alliances in order to fecure the faid Spanilh Netherlands ; in the prefervation of 
which,' they tell him, in the beginning of this year 1677, both his and their intcrefts are fo 
highly concerned : they addreffed him twice on this fame account. And . although his fecret 
engagements with the French King, for the worft of purpofes, viz. to eftablifh an abfolutc 
power over his people, and the popifh religion, were too ftrong to incline him ferioufly to 
break with him, yet the cries of bis. people made him, in part, outwardly comply with thofc 
repeated addrefles : and the Parliament now granted him five hundred and eighty-four tlioufand 
pounds, for tlic building of thirty fliips of war, in order to provide for the nation’s fiifcty, 
which, fays Rapin, was all that'King Charles had as yet obliged bimfeJf to. In the mean 
time, whilft he was plunged in pleafurcs, and remained quite unconcerned, Louis, who knew 
our Kind’s heart and indolence, took the cities of Valenciennes and Cambray, alfo St. Omer, 

. after the Prince of Orange, who had marched to hs relief, was defeated at Montcaflel, by the 
Duke of Orleans ; by which events, the reft of the Spanifli Netherlands were left open on all 
iides. They again addrefs him, to enter into an offenfive alliance with the Dutch, and to de- 
VoL. II. . 3 Y Clare 



53® AI» H rJTO«»i;€ At eifRONOLCH} ICAX; D<iSD:VCT rotyc 

A. D, 

1:077 elate war againft France, which he flatly refufed ; andtlierefOre ad||ovmed tfiitra tifl winter, and 
afierwarda-till April 1678, having, flrft met them on tlie' twenty*eighth of Janvary, -in hopes of 
calming them by the information, that he had made a^teely-defenflvealUanse with tfae-Dutchi. 
which fpeech we fliall 'neat more ariarge hereafter. * 

In Fjebruary 1O77, S.} King Cfaarles-concluded’a- treaty of cominerce>whhFtance, the 

fubftance wherehf follows .—General ‘Collection of ^4«aties, vdr.i.; p. 170-176. 

Articles !; and IL ** Both naittoas may reciprocal^ traffic to all'countries-with whom they 
*' ihall refpeCtlvely be at peaee : and in cafe that one t^the.confirading parties Ihall be at war 
** with another' nation, that Ihall not hinder the othilsr ‘party- from ending to that other coon- 
try with the fame merchandize as -they might do <iB 4 ime of peace ; . contraband goods ex- 
cepted. 

' III. ** 'Which contraband raerchanx^e is deflned 'to he alirimpiements of war ; and alfo 
** fiiltpetre-, horfe 8 ,. 3 nd their harnefli.- 

IV. ^ But net only every thing flbr<thefupport 'and convenience' of life, but gold and fll- 
** ver* coined and uncoined, are declared not m be contraband ; but alfo,” (which was Hill 
more favourable to France) ' * hemp, flax; pitch, cordage^ fails, anchbrs, mails; boards,- and wood 

wrought of all -forts of trees, and tliat -fCrve for biuldii^oflhips, or the repair of them, Ihall 
** remain -free; in -fuch 'forty that the fubjcfls of Prance may not only tranfport the fame 
from ‘any neutral place to any other neutral place, or even to any place at enmity with the 
King of Great Britain } or from a place that is an enemy to a place that is neutral ; ory laft- 
** ly, from a -place belonging to the enemies of the faid King, to another alfo belonging to 
•* his cncroitSj whether -tbofe ports be under the obedience of - one prince or Ibte, or of fevc- 
“ ral, with one or all ofwhich' the King of Great Britain may be at war. And the like on 
** thelidC of the Molt Chriflian' King: excepting^ however, -towns aftually belieged or in- 
veiled. 

V. “ Frencirfhips coming into tlie ports of Great Britain,' and 'intending to go ‘thence 
** clfewhere, ihall be detained ■ no longer than to exhibit their paiTports. And if the faid 

French ihips be^met in open fca by Britiih (liips of war,' the latter, keeping at a diftance, 
** may fend their ihailop on board -fuch 'French' ihips, and putonly two or three menotr board, 
** to tbeicndy tlUit the mafter or owner nuy exhibit to them <bis palTport; after which, they 
** ihall freely proceed on their voyy^ei’ And -tbeiamofoc the fubjefts of . the King of Great 
** Britain; 

VI. “ FrenchflilpSj paffing to a country at' enmity with Great Britain,' meeting with a 
** Britiih ihip of war in Aer pail^ ; and, m like manner, the ihips of Britiih fubjefts meeting 

a French ihip of war, when they we going to a place at enmity with France, it- will not be- 
** enough toihew'tbeiF paHj^orts, but-alfo their authentic certificaties ; .Co -'the end -it -may be 
*' known whether there are any contraband goods therein, 8tc. - 

VII. “ Yet if there ihouW he found any filieh. therein,' conligned to ao-' enemy’s port, the - 
** fearchers«re not to go under-deck, nor to open or break into any cliefts, bales, caiks, &c. 
** nor to take any thing out of tlie ihip, rill brought into port; and O 'jufl inventory -be taken' 

in the prefence of the cuftom-hSoulc oflioers Much lefs ihall the goods be fold' or bar- 
** tered, till after a fair trial, and a fentence promninced for coniiication ; in ‘which con- 
** fifeation,. the.bulkof the v6^J|taadthe lawful merchandize fonad therein, ihall not be 
comprized; 
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16^7 Vin. French roerCbandize, found in ihips df the enemies of Great Britain, ihall be 
liable to forfeiture, though not contraband. And, on the contrary, the merchandize of the 
** enemies of the King of Great Britain are hot to be forfeited, if found in French Ihips, al< 
though the faid merchandize make up the beft part of the lading of fuch ihips ; but itill with 
** an exception of contraband goods, which, when taken, are tabe difpofed of as in the pre» 
ceding article. In like fort, Britiih merchandize, found in the ihips of the enemies of 
** France, ihall be liable to confifcation, though not contraband ; and, on tlie contrary, the 
merchandize of the enemies Of France Ihall.nOt be conhfcated if found in Britiih ihips, al« 
though they be tlie greateft part of the lading; contraband goods ilill excepted.*x-And, in 
** order to prevent a new war, that may happen from injuring the fubjedls of that crown that 
“ Ihall be at peace, it is agreed, that the ihips of the new enemies, laden with merchandize 
belonging to the crown tliat ihall be at peace, ihall not be forfeited, if laden therewith be> 
fore the end of the term of fix weeks after the declaration of the war, between the Sound- 
“ ings and tlie Naze of Norway; two months between tire Soundings and Tangier; two 
“ months and a half in the Mediterranean ; and eight months in all other parts of the world. 
In like fort, French goods taken in the ihips of the new enemies of Great Britain, - ihall 
not be coniifeated under this pretence, but reilored to the owners ; unlefs tliey had been put 
“ on board after tltc end of the terms above-noted. However, contraband goods muft not be 
“ carried into the enemy’s ports. And, reciprocally, Britiih eife&s, found in ihips of the new 
“ enemies ■of France, ihall not be forfeited- under that pretence, but ihall be forthwith reftored 
“ to the owners, unlefs put on board after the end of the terms before ipecified ; contraband 
“ goods, as before, excepted. 

IX. X. “ Ships of war ihall do no injury to m-erchaht ihips : and the commanders of pri- 
“ vateers fliall, for this end, give fecurity to tlw amount of ftitecn hundred pounds ftcrling, 
“ or thirty-three thoufand livrts. 

XI. XII. “ Both Kings agree to do juftice in refpefk to prizes : and when their minifters 
complain of unjuft fentences pronounced concerning prizes, a re-examination thereof ihall 
^ be had within one montli, and a frcih fentence fliall be pronounced in three months after. 

XIII. When a fuit is commenced between the captors of a prize and the rc-claimers, if 
“ fentence be* pronounced in favour of the re-claimers, it ihall be immediately put in e^lecu- 
“ tion, upon giving fecurity, although an appeal (to an higher court) be made : but this ihall 
“ not be done againft the rc-cltimers. 

XIV. XV. “ Captors of prizes ihall be feverely pUniilied, Who treat the tnafters, &c. of 
*' thofe prizes with any kind of cruelty : as ihall thofe alfo be, who ihall take commillions 
“ from the enemies of either King, in order to take prizes from his fubjefts.*’ 

The perufal of this treaty of commerce, and of that with the Dutch, under tlie year 1608, 
together with other fubfeqoent ones, fufficicntly indicates £kc importance of them ; as well as 
the expedience of commanders in the royal naVy, as well as thofe of merchant ihips, and of 
higher people alfo^ Being well acquainted with fuch treaties ; wliich We hare abridged as 
much as p^ible, confiftent with retaining the entire fenfe and import of every article thereof. 
Yet, adtet all, wc muft here fpecially remark, that the tranferibing of many old treaties of this 
kind, does but fwell our work, without much inftrufting our reader ; when, perhaps, the 
very lateft treaty with a nation, as France, for inftance, with whom wc have Irad frequent 
wars^ ihall, in moil cafes, effcntially repeal all preceding onci< which we here mention, to 
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prevent an objeftion which fome might ftart to our not tranfcribing, as Savary, Poftlethvyaytefc 
&c. have done, all thofe obfolete treaties, without propriety or judgment. 

In this fame year, m England^ a’ new Royal Fifhery Company was incorporated,' at the 
head of which was the King’s brother, the Puke of York : the Earl of Danby, Lord T reafurer 
and many other lords, gentlemen, and merchants. It had the pompous title of the Company 
of the Royal Fiflicry of England. The King beftowed all the privileges thereon-which former 
companies had enjoyed ; befide the granting them a perpetuity, with power to purchafe lands, 
and alfo twenty pounds to be paid them annually for every dogger or bufs they Ihould build 
and fend'Out for feven years to come ; to be paid them out of the cuftoms of the port of Lon- 
don. At firft there wa's'paid in a ftock of ten thoufand nine hundred- and eighty pounds, and 
afterwards one thoufand fix hundred pounds more. This fmaH capital was very foon exhauft- 
ed, in the purchafing and fitting out of bufles, which were only feven in number ; of which 
number the French took feveral, with»all their lading, &c. — and being run confiderably in 
debt, tliey found tllemfelves obliged to difpofe of their remaining bufles and ftorcs, in the 
year 1680. 

♦However, in the year 1638, Sir Edward Abney and otliers joined in a new fubfeription,. 
under the privileges and immunities of the faid company’s charter. But this attempt alfo 
came foon after to nothing. It being perfeverance alone that is ever likely to bring a general 
filhery, in England, to a ftate of perfeftion ; in which eafe much time and- patience will be 
required, and many lofles and difappointments muft be fubmitted to, which feems not to 
be the cafe ©fall-, or of any of our former attempts, in England, for the eftablilhing a general 
fifliery. 

There having been many doubts and objeftions ftarted, about this time, againft the Eaft 
India Company of England, and particularly a famous printed anfwcr in the year 1676, from a 
Barriftcr in the Temple, to a Country Gentleman’s fuppofed Letter to him on this Subjcdl >■ 
dilfuading him from longer trufting his- children’s fortunes in Eaft India bonds, becaufe as they 
were not an cxclufive company by aft of Parliament, they could not legally aft as fuch, and 
were therefore liable to be over-turned or annihilated, &g. — a very judicious anfwer came out 
to this, in the year 1677, entitled. The Eaft India Trade a moft profitable Trade to this King- 
dom ; and beft fecured and improved in a Company, and a Joint-ftock : feprefented in a Let- 
ter, written upon the occafion of T wo Letters, lately publifhed,- inlinuating the contrary. — 
Poflibly by Sir Jofiah Child. 

His general pofitions are, 

I. “ That the Eaft India trade takes off a confidcrable quantity of our native commodities 
** and manufaftures, 

II. “ It fupplies us, cheaply, with the moft nccclTary commodities for our own con- 

fumption. 

III. “ It brings us fome commodities for our further manufafture. 

IV. “ It furnifhes us with large quantities of goods for foregn Markets. 

V. “ It employs a great number of Englifli Ihipping. 

VI. “ It occafions the building of more fhips of burden and force, fit for warlike fervicea 

** and defence of the kingdom, than any other trade whatever. . 

VII. “ It brings in a confiderable revenue to the King’s cuftom’s, and the greateft addition 

,to the kingdom’s ftock.” 


Thus 
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i> 6 if Thus evinced-.- 

I. “ It employs, in a direft courfe, to and from India, thirty to thirty-five great fhips, 
“ from three hundred to fix hundred tons burthen ; and in feven years paft there have been 
“ built, new from the Hocks, twenty-fix to twenty-eight Ihips, from three hundred and fifty 
” to fix hundred tons each : whereby there is a very large addition of ftrength for defence of 
“■ the kingdom, as thofe fliips, equipped in a warlike manner, will carry from forty to fixty, 
“ and feventy guns each. 

II. “ The exports of the Company in one year, (viz. part of 1674 and 1675) may be about 
four hundred and thirty dioufand pounds, whereof about three hundred and twenty thou- 

“ fand pounds in bullion, and about one hundred and ten tboufand pounds value in clotli and 
“ other goods. ' 

III. “ That the returns from India, for that adventure, arec.illico, pepper, faltpetre, in- 
** digo, filk, raw and wrought, drugs. See. which, on fale in England, produce at Icaft' eight 
** hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, and often as much more. 

IV. “ I'he amount of cuftoms, freight, and all other charges, of officers, warelioufcs, 
“ carts, lighters, porters j -See. is altogether as much the kingdom’s flock, as the clear profit 
“ added to the company’s flock is. 

“ So that there is, in a plain and direft way, added-to the flock of the kingdom, by the 
“ company’s trade, in one year, if no accident intervene, four hundred and thirty thoufand 
“ pounds, dedufting, however, about fixty thoufand pounds, being the charges in India for 
the maintenance of faflors, faflories, forts, garrifons, negotiations with Princes, See. 

V. “ The private trade allowed by the company to owners of Ihips, commanders, and fea- 
“ men, as well as to their faftors. See. for diamonds, pearls, mnlk, ambergris. See. for which. 
“ there may be annually exported, in goods, about forty, or fifty thoufand pounds, and in 
“ bullion from eighty to one hundred thoufand pounds, yields, at home, in returns, two 
** hundred and fifty to three hundred thoufand pounds. So here is one hundred and thirty 

thoufand pounds further addition to the flock of the kingdom. Both together making five 
*'* hundred thoufand pounds annually added to the nation’s flock, by the Eaft India com- 
« mcrce, befidc all the confcquences depending further thereupon, which come next tp be 
“ confidcred. 

For illuftratioH hereof, let it be obferved, with regard to the ftate of our Eafl India trade, 
in the confcquences depending thereupon, viz. 

I. “ In reference to the exports ; principally of fo great a quantity of gold and filver ; what 
“ is very obvious, is, that if, in any foreign trade, one hundred thoufand pounds exported 
« in bullion, brings back as much merchandize as, being re-exported to other foreign parts, 
“ brings home two hundred, or two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, that muft be a gain- 
** ful commerce to the nation. 

II. “ The goods annually exported, amounting to one hundred and ten thoufand pounds, 
confifl of fixty, or feventy thoufand pounds in Englilh goods, as drapery, tin, and lead, and 
the reft is in foreign- commodities. Our lead, it is true, might be taken off by other Eu- 
ropean nations; although we had no trade to India ourfelvcs, but the fale of the drapery 

♦* and tin, amounting to fifty thoufand pounds, (which now gains fifty thoufand pounds to 
•* the nation) would not be taken off at all ; for no other nation carries Englilh cloth to In- 
dia, and for tin, there are great quantities of it in fome parts of IndiOi 


III. There 
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1877 III. Thcrf may be annually confumed in England, near to the val^c of two hundred^ 
“ two hundred and thirty, or two hundred and forty thoufand pounds-in India goods, viz. 
“ about the value of fix thoufand pounds in pepper, thirty thoufand pounds in faltpetrc, thirty 
thoufand pounds in filks, raw and manufadtured ; oneiiundred and fixty tbo6fand pounds 

in callicoes; and about ten to fifteen thoufand pounds in indigoand Other drugs.^* As yet 
'there is no .mention of tea, nor coffee ; the former, bccaufc the company had not, till after 
'^this time, fettled a trade to China; and the latter was hitherto folely fupplied by the Turkey 
'Company. All the reft of the returns above-mentioned, amounting to fix hundredand 
thirty thoufand pounds value, arc tranfpotted to foreign markets, us is alfo moft part of 
the private trade. The pepper, L reckon at ctght-pcnce per pound weight, fo necefTary a 
fpicc loT all people, which formerly coft us three fliillings und four-^pence per pound, being 
^‘•no-whcrc to be had but in India; and were we obliged to have it from the Dutch, they 
•‘ torrid probably raife it as high as they do their other fpices ; yet, fuppofing it fo low as 
fixtecn-pence .per*pound, 'ft would be -a further annual o^pence of <fix thoufand pounds to 
the nation. 

** Saltpetre is of that abfolatc neceffity,'thst withdiit It we IhouW be like'flic Ifraelites under 
the bondage of the Philiftines, without the means of defending ourfclvcs. Poffibly, even 
if we had no Indian trade, vve .might, in time of peace, purchafe it, though it would cofk 
us double what it now does. But, in ca/e of war, where could we have fufficient ; not 
** furely from our enemies. Or, would our gentlemen, citizens, and farmers, be willing to 
have their cellars and^rooms dug up, (as in King Charles the Firft’s reign) and be deprived 
of freedom in their own houfes, expofed and laid open to faltpetrc men : which method 
would be befidcs, by no means equal to the afibrding us the ncccflary fupplies. 

“ Raw 'filk we might poffibly be fuppUed with from other parts, though not fo cheap as 
from India. And India wrought filks ferve us inftead of fo much Italian and French filks, 
which would coft us almdft treble the price of Indian filks; to the kingdom’s lofs of above 
‘‘ twenty thoufand pounds yearly. 

Callicoes ferve inftead of the like quantity of French, Dutch, and Flcmifti linen, which 
** would cdft 'thrice as much': hereby two or three hundred thoufand pounds is yearly faved to 
the nation. And if the linen manufa£lure were fetiled in Ireland fo as to fupply England, 
“ our callicocs'might be tranfported to foreign markets.” This is now, in our time, happily 
verified and effefted. 

“ Indigo is neceflary for dying and pcrfcfling of our own manufafturcs. And the other 
drugs, &c. brought from India, arc inconfidcrablc. 

IV. The value of fix hundred and thirty thoufand pounds in India goods of the com- 
** pany’s, and two hundred thogfand pounds value of private traders, arc tranfported yearly to 
France, Holland, Spain, Italy, Turkey, &c. whereby thofc trades arc the better carried 
on by the Englifti, to a further advantage of the kingdom ; and cannot be calculated to 
yield lefs than ten per cent, clear profit; being cighty-thrcc tlioufand pounds yearly ; yet, 
as fomc part may be exported by ftrangers, — I fhall eftimate the net profit at only fixty 
thoufand pounds, being fo much further addition to tbc nation’s ftewk. 

** And here, by the way, it may be obferved, that the kingdom has a greater advantage 
when the trade is carried on by the Englifh merchant, than when it is 'carried on by 
ftrangers, as all the profits arifing by the trade of the one is broi^ht back to England ; 
whereas the profits of the other remain abroad. This I remark in order to rcftlfy the mlf- 
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1677' take of fome, who fay, it is all one to the kingdom, fo the trade be carried on, whether it 

“ be by the Englilb or by llrangers : as alfcPto evincev that it is the nation’s intcreft to en- 
♦* courage the King’s fubjefts in their trade, preferably toftrangers. 

V. “ The faid India goods are exported in Englifh fliipping, whereby much employment 
is given to ottr own fhips,” (ind mariners) “ the very freight of which, being about five 

** thoufand tons, cannot amount to lefs' than twenty thoufand pounds, being fomuchfur* 
“ ther addition to the kingdom’s llocki 

VI. “ From all which conliderations there will arife a full and clear anfwcr to the objeftion ' 
“ made againft this- trade, bccaufe of the quantities of gold and filver exported to India. — 

and thus the fending out of our treafure increafeth it : whereas to coop it up would render 
“ it wholly ufelefs; Had we all the gold and filver in the world, if it were abfolutcly kept 
** and confined witliin this kingdom, it would neither enlarge our trade, -nor render us more 
formidable in ftrength and power. 

“ If fome other foreign trades do wafte and confurae our treafure, — let us find Out expedi- 
“ ents to prevent it. But, in the mean time, it would be deftruftive to flop the current of; 
“ our real fupplies of it, by breaking in upon, or obflrufting the courfe of the Eaft India 
“ trade, by which, if the- kingdom had not been fupplied,- all its treafure- might, ere this, - 
have been exhaufled. 

Next, That the Eaft India trade cannot fo well be fecured and improved, for the benefit 
and advantage of 4 he kingdom, in any other way, as by a company in a joint-ftock ; let it be 
confidered, 

Firft, “ No other nation trades thither otherwife than by a joint-ftock, except the Portu-- 
guefc, who are now almoft beaten out of the trade. 

Secondly, “ It is well known, thafprefents are to be made to.KIngs, Princes, and Gover- 
nors of India, for obtaining licence to traffic tliere : — and there is alfo a neccflity of hiring 
“ fome great houfe, for fecuring their perfons and goods there, at each refpeftive place. 

Thirdly, “ Our company has been at vaft charges and hazards for obtaining freedom of 
** trade, and many great privileges and immunities, both from the Great Mogul, and very 
** many other Kings, Princes, - and Governors-, and likewife for the fecurity of their factors, 
eftates, and trade ; alfo to purchafe, build, and maintain great houfes and ftore houfes in 
“ all die places of their refidences, called faflories ; and in fome places, as at Fort St. George, 
*• Bombay, and-St.^ Helena, to makfeconfidcrablc fortifications, and to keep large garrifons. 

“ If therefore this trade fhould be left entirely open,' fo as every one might trade thither as 
*‘ he pleafed, -would not all the before-named privileges and immunities purchafed at great ex- 
pence by our company, bfe; either loft, or elfe rendered void and infignificant : and when 
** every man minds only his own particular concern, the national honour and intcreft would 
** decline. — Would- n»t the Kings and Governors in lndia, and tlie EuropeaJi nations, our 
competitors there, take- all' opportunities to make their advantages, and to put hardffiips 
*♦ and- injuries upon the Engl iftt, wanting united counfels and ftrength to right thcmfelves. 
“ Would not every one ftrive to fupplant each other, and thereby give a handle to the Indians 
** to raife the prices of Indian commodities, and lower the prices of Englilh goods r of which 
** there hath already bfeen too fad experience in three or four years of open trade, from the 
“ year 1653 to 1657 ; in which time the Engliflv began to lofe their ancient honour and 
** efteem. And many indignities and wrongs were put upon them by tlic Kings and Gover- 
nbrs there^ forcing. the Euglifti to. ibll their goods, and to take others, at fuch prices as 

* they 
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1^77 they pjeafed. Englifli commanders have been put to death, and their (hips and goods feiz- 
ed without means of redrefs. Private traders, by outvying and undcrfclling one another in 
thofe four years, brought the trade to be often -a loling one, and at beft but fcldom a faving 
“ one. It w^as from the confideration of thefe and many other diforders in the open trade, 
** that,*in the jxar 1657, it was agreed to lay afideall private trade, and to open books for 
fubfcriblng to. a new joint (lock. 

In or about the year 1665, the company took a perfcfl: account and balance of all their 
(lock, adventures, and debts ; when it appeared. That the (lock was really worth one him- 
** dred and thirty per cent, ; though fuch were then the humours and fancies of people, that 
it was aftually fold at about feventy per cent. Yet, (ince then, the value of the (lock has 
“ advanced to two hundred and forty-five per cent. 

' From this (hort view of things,” fays our author, I leave itto tbe confideration of 
all judicious perfons, whether it be not inconfiftcnt with the kingdom’s intereft, and irra- 
tional and unjult, .to lay open the Eaft India trade. Inconfiftcnt with llie public intcrell, 
to part with or hazard the lofs of all thofe places of ftrength, .and thofe privileges the.com- 
pany enjoys, but which cannot be maintained in an open trade, — ^Irrational, to make a fe- 
cond trial, after fo many inconvcniencies experienced by the firft. — And unjuft, to deprive 
the prefent fubferibers in the Eaft India (lock of tlieir future advantages, who have run fo 
** many hazards, and been at fuch vaft expcnccs for promoting and fecuring the trade. 

With refpeft to wliat-the JBanifter’s letter alleges, viz. That the Eaft India trade (lioiild 
be managed by what is called a Regulated Company, as oux Turkey trade is ; it certainly 
** cannot be fo well fecured and improved* for the kingdom’s advantage by a regulated as by 
** a joint (lock company ; for the following rcafons ; — 

Firft, Almoft every place in India is under a. diftinft Rajah or King : and confidering 
that other European nations are ftill watching all opportunities of inftilling iiito thofe Ra- 
“ jahs or Kings contemptuous thoughts of the Englifh, for their own ends ; this renders it 
abfolutely ncccflary to have frequentapplications to and treaties with thofe Kings, and that 
‘‘ the Englifh (hould appear to them with fome port and grandeur, as being able to carry on 
** a confidcrablc trade with them, and to force them .to a performance of their treaties and 
agreements. The (late of affairs in Turkey is far otherwife, where there is but one Prince^ 
‘‘ with abfolute dominion : fo that, by one ambaffador at court, and two or three confuls at 
refidences of commerce, to hold correfpondciice with him, all matters for the fecurity of 
“ the trade may be tranfa£lcd. 

All which being duly premifed, all well wifliers to England, it is prefumed, would defire 
to have the forts, faSories, and privileges in India, which, by the prefeat joint (lock of 
the Eaft India Company have been, obtained, purchafed and fettled at the expence of per- 
haps three hundred thoufand pounds, (and whereof the proprietors of the faid joint (lock 
arc ,at prefent the owners and poffcffors.) to be maintained and preferved to our nation ; as 
“ alfo, that the faid places of ftrength, lioufes, and privileges, being juftly the property of 
‘‘ the faid joint (lock, they ought not to be divefted thereof, without an equitable compenfa- 
“ tion, — even, as much as if it were within the kingdom of England. And that the fuccecd- 
“ ing trade to India (hould both give fuch compenfation, and maintain the growing charge,— 
“ And as the prefent defign of fome is, that the now joint (lock (hould qcafe and determine, 
“ after getting in what goods and debts they have abroad, and that the trade, for the future, 
(hould be carded on by particular perfons, according as every one (liould think good to 

“ adventure?, 
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it)77 adventure, without limitation, either in quantity, quality, or in the prices of goods fetlt 
“ out or returned home : yet, that there fhould be a cbmpiiny legally eftabliflicd, to be im- 
“ powered to raife impofitions on the trade, for the maintaining of the faid forts, faftories^ 
“ and privileges, for the equal benefit of all Englifli pjople trading to India. — Alfo to make 
treaties with Kings and governors in India, as formerly. And alfo, out of fuch impofi* 
“ tions, to allot a proportion, probably not lefs than ten thoufand pounds per annum, for 
the loan of the faid places and privileges ; and the reft of the money to be employed for 
the charge of the future government, and for treaties, &cc. upon the plan of the Turkey 
** Company. 

“ Now, let it be confidered, how infuflicient this propofed method Is for fecuring this trade 
*V to the Englifh^hation, in comparifon of the prefent one, wherein there is a fund of at leaft 
a million ftcrling, conftanlly engaged for the ncccflary defence of the trade. And it will 
“ furely be found difficult to know what proportion to lay, by way of impofition, as de- 
“ pending arbitrarily on the humour of particular peifons, whethec they will trade or not, and 
for what value : fo that there will be a certain expence, and an uncertain revenue. And it 
may frequently happen, tint the former may be the greater, and the latter the leaft : and 
this too, perhaps, in a time of war, when, there being little trade, there will be little to be 
r iifvd by way of impofitions ; becaufe, when hazards are great, few will cane to adventure ; 
whereby nil may fall into the enemy’s hands. 

“ The Gentleman Barrifter infinuates, in the clofe of his late letter. That the Eaft India 
“ trade might he fo managed, under a regulation, that five times the trade might be gained, 
and the prices of our own manufaftures of cloth, &c. advanced by the multitude and free- 
dom of buyers ; and the prices of goods imported, much Icflened to the Englifh, and much 
more trade gained vyilh India commodities to other parts of the world,” 

‘‘ But I am of a contrary opinion. 

“ For, firft. How probable is it, that private traders, in a regulated company, fhould gain 
fo much as, and far lefs, five times more than a joint-ftock company? — Thofe fuppofed 
“ trades to be gained are chiefly the trades to China and Japan; where our trade, once well 
“ fettled, migb,t take olF more of our woollen manufafturcs, and might return gold, filver, 
“ and copper, in fonic meafure to fupply the trade to other parts of India, without exportrng 
fo much treafure from Europe. But thofe trades arc not fo eafily gained as fome may 
fancy (this fticws we had as yet no trade with China) and leaft of all by the ftocks of 
pri !tc perfons : as the prefent Eaft India Company, even with fo great a joint-ftock, have 
in vain made frequent trials to gain thofe trades. Yet, with China, the company, after 
“ many attempts and cxpcnces, are in hopes to fuccecd ; but with refpeft to Japan, only one 
undertaking for the gaining the trade to it proved inefFcftual, with the lofs of no lefs than 
fifty thoufand po^uuds ; which great fum would have underlie private adventurers. 

As to what our Barrifter fuggefts, That a regulated company would advance the price of 
our manufaftures, by the multitude and freedom of buyers, and alfo leflen the price of goods 
imported, to the Engiilh, &c. upon a due and ferious examination, it will be found, ac- 
“ cording to the true maxims of trade, and diftates of reafon, to be quite otherwife.— For, 
who is there, that hath in any competent degree ftudied and confidered trade in reference 
to the kingdom’s intereft, but knows, that all buying and felling at home, from one to 
another, is but a mere changing of hands ; neither adding to, nor diminifhing, the nation's 
ftock or wealth. It is dear felling, or rather the felling of great quantities of our native 
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commodities and manufadlures in foreign parts, and our cheap purchafing of commodities 
“ in foreign countries, whereby our kingdom is enriched. — For, if we do but confider the 
“ confequence of this Barriftcr’s pofition, it will clearly appear, that particular Engliflimen, 
traders to India, vicing with one another in the buying of cloth, &c. in Englandj may, for 
‘‘ a year or two, raife the prices in England ; and, on the other hand, tliey may lower the 
prites, and jgnderfcll one another, to get off their goods in India, and make returns ; fome, 
“ perhaps, felling cheaper than the prime coll, whilft others may not be able to put off their 
goods ; and fo^ perhaps, let their Ihips return dead-freighted, See, — What probability is 
“ there, then, of their continuing to fend any thereafter, or that the exportation of our Eng- 
Jifh manufafturcs fliould increafe ? — Whereas the prefent joint-flock company have fo wclL 
managed their trade, that from one hundred to four hundred cIoth% at mofl, formerly 
“ ported, they now annually export four thoufand wlrole broad-cloths, and upwards. 

“ And, with refpefl to goods imported from India, the multitude of buyers in India raifing 
the prices there, end of fellers in England lellening the prices here, cannot but be very con- 
“ trary to the kingdom’s intcreft. — Becaufe, not above one fourth part of the India goods 
‘‘ imported arc confumed in England, the other threc-fourths being exported t6 foreign parts, 
“ Now, if the prices o-f what is confumed in England be lowered, the like muft inevitably 
follow for the other tliree-fourths exported : fo that the nation really lofes by the cheap fel- 
ling of India commodities in England. And our real interell is, ‘to buy cheap in India^ 
and fell dear in Europe. 

Withrefpcfl to building fliips of great burthen, fo much for the public interell, it can* 
not be imagined that private perfons can elFeft the fame in proportion to what the joint* 
ftock companyjras done. 

“ The joint-flock company is moreover far more national, with refpefl: to the number of 
perfons who have benefit thereby, than poflibly it could be under a regulation. — For then, 
none could trade to India but merchants wiio underfeand trade, and only fuch as have great 
cflates, and are able to flay two years, at Icafl, out of their mon^y : fo that-thc trade would 
be confined into a few hands, one hundred,, or one hundred and fifty, at moll. Whereas 
in the joint-flock, noblemen, clergymen^ gentlemen, widows, orphans, Ihopkcepers, and 
all others, may have flocks there, and reap equal benefit thereby. 

There are, at this day, about fix hundred perfons who appear on the company’s books 
to be intercfled in the Eaft India flock ; and, under them, it may be, many more. 

This author alleges,' “ That the true ground of the prefent company’s many enemies, 
proceeds from their not having fubferibed at the beginning, nor yet afterwards, when 
“ the books were laid open, but are fince filled with envy at the company’s profpetity,’^ &c. 

But be the caufes of fuch difeontents againfl that company what they might, this advocate 
' for them has faid fo muchin favour of an exclufive joint-fiock company to the Call Indies, as 
feems not eafy to be refuted. We are moreover indebted to this able, author’s twenty-feven 
quarto pages, for feveral very important liiflorical fa<Ss, which otherwife wo fhould not, per- 
haps, have fo well known at this diflance of time : which may well apologize for the length of 
what we may fairly denominate a complete fyllem of the then Eaft India Company’s trade 
and conduft, and alfo of the general theory of the commerce to* India, which may be faid to 
be fuitable to all times and feafons. And we cannot but remark, that, as far as we arc able 
to judge, whatever has fince this time been written and publifhod, even down to our own 
days, on the Eaft India trade, contains nothing materially new, ox wliich may not be found 
3 to 
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1677 to be comprcbcnded in this very diflcrtation ; alihoiigh all that has been fiiice that time pub* 
lifhed for and againft the laid trade, and alfo agaiiift an excluliv«c joiut-flock, would, to our 
certain knowledge, fill np a large folio, were they all put together. 

In this fame year, the Lady Mary, daugfiter of James Duke of York, was married to Wil- 
liam Prince of Orange, afterwards King William the Third of England : her portion being 
forty thoufaiVd pounds fterling. 

3678 The former law made in England for burying in woollen, in tire eighteenth of Charles, 
cap. iv. not being well obferved, an aft of Parliament, of this thirtieth year of that King, 
cap, iii. repealed it ; and enafted a regifter to be kept in every parifli, by the incumbent, or 
his fubftitutc, that every thing about the corps of tlic deceafcd was made of fliecps-wool ; of 
which an affidavit fhall be made by the relation of the deceafed, and lodged with the incum- 
bent, under the penalty of five pounds ; a moiety whereof to go to the poor of the parilh, the 
other to the informer. Neverthelefs, fuch Hill is the vanity of many of the rich and great, 
that they continue to pay the penalty, rather than not adorn their deceafed friends bodies with 
line linen, lace, See. though fo contrary to our true national intereft. 

Tlffc immenfe importation intO’England of French wares, of various kinds, gave juft um- 
brage to all wife people, as occafioning a vaft annual lofs in point of The general balance of 
of England’s trade ; fome fay, to at lead one million fterling, others, to confiJcrably more : 
bf caufe, whilft wc wer^ wantonly and without meafurc importing and ufing the produft and 
maiiufafturcs of France, the wifer French miiiiftry were, from time to time, laying heavier 
duties upon the Englilh manufaftures and produft ; fo as thereby gradually to drive out of 
France the confumption of almoft all Englifh merchandize, and likewife of all other foreign 
commodities, by their tariffs of the years 1664, 1667, &c. Hereby the Englifli foreign trade 
in general languiflicd, rents fell, and all ranks began fenfibly to feel Its bad effedts. Yet they 
at firft imputed this misfortune to a wrong caufc, which made the merchants and traders peti- 
tion the Parliament againft the Eaft India and Levant Companies. In conclufion, they dif- 
covered the true caufe ; whereupon they made fuch earneft application to the Parliament, as 
influenced the Houle of Commons to come to a vote, ‘‘ That the trade with France was dc- 
“ trimcntal to the kingdom.” 

The Englilh were alfo at this time fo juftly incenfed againft the French King’s invafiens and 
encroachments, from time to time, on the Spanilh Netherlands, and indeed, as far as he 
could, on all his other neighbours, that the Parliament, in the beginning of this year 1678, 
paffed an aft, in the thirtieth Charles 1 1 , cap. i. “ For railing money by a poll. See. to enable his 
Majefty to enter into an aftnal war againft the French King; artd for prohibiting, for three 
years to come, and to the end of the fubfequent feffion of Parliament, the importation into 
England of all French commodities whatever.” It was indeed more than time for Eng- 
land to interpofe, and favc the almoft expiring liberties of Europe ; whilft, at the fame time, 
ftie put fame ftop to an inundation of French wines, brandies, filks, linen, paper, fait, and 
an innumerable variety of frippery, millinery and haberdafhery wares, toys, S:c. Which pro- 
hibition, and tlrat'Of the wear of Eaft India maiiufafturcs, Brought the general balance greatly 
;in ourfavour in the courfe of twenty" years. This law was paffed n^uch againft King Charles’s 
’inclination, who was a conftant penfioncr of France, and a determined foe equally to the reli- 
gion and liberties of his own kingdom. But the ferment of the people of England was at this 
jtime fo great, by the difcoycry of the Popilh Plot, &c. that he was obliged to comply, 
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1678 TliC authors of this time fay, that, until after this prohibition, the annual exports of Eng-^ 
land, on an average, did not exceed three millions llerling ; but that, in about twenty years 
after, the exports had gradually incrcafed to near feven millions yearly. Which vaft increafe 
was principally occafioned by the greaf inefeale and exportation of our own woollen, fill;, 
linen, i^on, and other manufactures, fince the prohibition of commerce with France ; and 
partly allb to thi* prohibition, fome years after enaCtect of the wear in England of Eall India 
manufactures; and likewife, in part, to the enlarged demand from our own American colo-» 
nics of all forts of manufadtures and neccffarics. 

The Popilh Plot, and the French encroachments in the Netherlands^ had created fuch a 
violent ferment, as obliged King Charles to enter into a perpetual defenfive alliance with 
the Dutch, for their mutual prefervation aind guarantee ; concluded on the third of March, 
1678, new (tile.. 

And in July was concluded an alliance between thofe two potentates, for compelling the 
French King, in conYe<juencc of a treaty at this time held at Nimeguen, between them, the 
Emperor, and Spain, to reftore to Spain the towns and Ibrts of Charletoy,^ Acth, Oudenarde, 
Courtray, Tournny, Conde, Valenciennes, St. Guiflain, Binch, arid the duchy of Limburg, &c. 
As alfo all that ha^ been taken from the Emperor and empire; to reftore alfo Lorraine to the 
Duke of that name. The King of Great Britain, for thofe ends, ftipulated to furnifti one- 
third more of naval force than the States-Gencral, and the Statt^ to furnifli onc-third more 
of land-forces in the Netherlands than King Charles. 

In Auguft was concluded a treaty Nimeguen, between Ffance and the States-Gcneral, 
under the King of Great Britain’s mediation ; concerning which all that is needful to be reci- 
ted is as follows : 

Article VIIL The town and chatellauic of Maeftricht ftiall be reftored to the States- 
General of the United Provinces. 

** XIII. The Statcs-General engage to guarantee the prefent peace and engagements which 
Spain is now making with France. And, by a feparate article, France was to reftore to 
the Prince of Orange his principality of that name, and his other dominions in France.” 

On the fame day was alfo concluded at Nimeguen, a treaty of commerce, navigation, and ■ 
marine, between France and the States-Gcneral, in fubftance as follows ; 

Article. VII. The fubjefts on botli fidcs lhall pay no higher duties than the natives in » 
‘^general. 

‘‘ IX. No refuge fhall be given in the ports of either party to* fuch as fliall have taken any 
‘‘ prizes from the otlltr party ; but, if . driven thither by ftrefs of weather, they fliall depart 
as foon as poffible. 

‘‘ XI. The laden fhips of either party, driven by ftorm, or otherwife, into any port of 
** the other party, ihall not be compellable to unlade or to fell tlicir faid merchandize there. 
XIII, XIV. XV. The Ihips of either party may freely traffic with the enemies of either 
of them; excepting with cemtraband merchandize, defined to be all implements of war, , 
“ faltpctre, horfes, and their harnefs. 

“ XVr. XVIL 9 ut the following fhall not be deCmed Contraband goods, viz. corn and 
grain, beans, oil, wine, fait, and other things for the fuftenance of life ; all which may be 
“ freely carried to an enemy, unlefs to a place iavefted or befieged. And fuch Ihips defigned : 
for an enemy’s por^ and putting into any of the ports of cither party, lhall only be obliged . 
to Ihew their palTports,* without being fearched or detained.”. 
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1678 The following articles, viz. XX. XXL XXII. arc the fame as in the commercial treaty ot 
the year 1677, between England and France, relating to merchant fhips at fea by fhips of war 
of the other party, and wherein contraband goods may be found. 

“ XXX. Either party may build, buy, or freight, in each others dominions, any number 
“ of (hips of war, or for merchandize, and alfo fuch ammunition as they (hall want. 

XXXI. Ships of cither party, driven on the coafts of the other party^ (hall be treated 
“ with jufticc an dhumaniiy. 

‘‘ XXXII May countenance no pirates, nor the exiles of each others dominions. 

.XXXIII. XXXI V, Merchants may make ufc of fuch advocates in each others country ' 
as they (liall think fit; and may keep their books of accounts in wlut language they (hall : 
think bell : and may alfo fettle confuls therein. 

XXXV. Neither party (liall fufFcr any (hips of war of another power to come and make 
prize, within their ports, havens, or rivers, upon one anotliers fubjefts. 

XXX VI 11 . This treaty (hall be in force for twenty-five year^td conic.” 

A feparate article relates to the fifty fols per ton upon (Irangers (hips failing out of the ports 
of France, viz. That this duty (hall not derogate from the equality which, in other refpefts, 
is by the above-named feventh article of this treaty eftabliflied on both fides. . But that Dutch 
fliips (hall pay the faid fifty fols per ton, as other nations do : bat this fublidy (liall be only 
paid by Dutch (liips at going out of the French ports, but not at their coming in. And if 
laden with fait, they (hall pay but half that duty. And the States may, if they pleafe, lay a 
fimilar proportional impofition on French (Ixips going out of their ports. 

On the leventecnth of September, peace was figned at Nimeguen^ between Louis XIV. of 
France and Charles 11 . of Spain. — But the ftipulations in favour of Spain fell much (liort of 
thofe which had been agreed upon in the before-named treaty between King Charles the Sc-^ 
cond of England, and the States-Gencral : for, only Charleroy, Binch, Acth, Oudenardc, 
St. Guifiain, and the duqhy of Limburg, were reftored to Spain^ together with Ghent and 
its citadel; and, in Catalonia, the city of Puicerda. On the other hand, Spain was obliged 
to yield up to France, Valenciennes, Cambxay, Condc, Bouchain, Aire, St. Omer, Ypres, 
Warwick, Warncton, Peperingen, Baillcul, CalTcl, Bayvay, and Maubeiigc, with their depen- 
dencies ; alfo the county of Burgundy, with the city of Bczan9on. Thus, declining Spain, 
by every treaty with France fince 1659, was compelled to cede to her many noble and ftrong 
cities, and octenfivc territories ; being deferted by King Charles of England, whofe higlieft 
intereft and glory it would have been to have fupporfced Spain againft the greatly iiicrcafing 
powder of France. . 

Soon after this unhappy peace, Louis, taking advantage of the very feeble (late of Spain,. 
fciz.cd on the ftrong city of Luxemburg ; befide his continually harralfing.thc lemaindcr of the 
Spanifti Netherlands, by pretended re-unions, contributions, &c. 

With refpeft ta the peace at Nimeguen, between the Emperor and Empire and France, it 
was not not formally figned till the third of February, 1679, new ftile. Yet, as it was ftill a 
part of the fame treaty of Niraeguen continued, we here give i:s fubftance briefly, as under 
the above year 1678. 

Article IL The peace of Munfter, or Wcftphalia, in the year 1648, is declared to be the 
bafis of this treaty. ^ 

“ IV. and V. France yields up Philiplburg to the Empire; and the Emperor Leopold 
yields up Fiiburg to France. 

XIL 
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-<fl68o tions againft this company, by the Turkey Company, in the year 1681, before the privy 
council, make the fum divided amount to two hundred and fixty thoufand pounds in 1680, 
which they allege, not to have been all merely from their profits, but partly out of their piin- 
‘ cipal. See more of this fubjeft under the year following. ‘‘ And upon an exafl: enquiry it 
“ will be found, that this ftock is fo engroficd, that about ten or twelve men have the abfo- 
lute nianage«ient ; and that about forty perfons divide the major part of the gains, which 
this laft year has been to fome one man twenty thoufand pounds ; to others ten thoufand 
“ pounds apiece.” 

7 ^he I'urkcy Company alfo preferred their ufual complaint againft their importing of raw 
filk : fo, betwt jn thofe two, the India Company w^as neither to import raw nor wrought filks ; 
yet the grand committee for trade, to whom that houfe referred it, did nothing material at 
wtliHt time. 

N. B. Wc have lliewn, under the year 1676, that its capital ftock, by doubling, was then 
made np to feven .hundred and thirty-nine thoufand ftven hundred and eighty-two pounds 
ten fhillings. Thus we may fee how hard it is to come at the naked truta in difputcs of any 
kind, and moft of all where property or intereft is affefted. 

This fame year, 1680, gave rife to the noble Englifh colony of Pennfylvanin, in Noith 
America, in north latitude between the beginning of forty to forty-three degrees, d'hat coun- 
try, till how, was moftly a part of Virginia, and another part of it was part of New Yoik 
colony. Sir William Penn, an admiral, had obtained a promife from King Charles the Se- 
cond ’‘of a grant of this country; but he dying foon after, his fon, Mr. William Penn, an 
eminent quaker, and .a gentleman of great knowledge and true philofophy, had it granted to 
him at this time, (his charter being dated on the twenty-eighth of February, i{)8o)-v/hich he 
defigned for a retreat or afylum for the people of his religious perfuafion, then made uneafy at 
home through the bigotry of fpiritual courts, &c. Mr. Penn, therefore, carried with him a 
large embarkation of thofe quakers, afterwards from time to time, joined by many more from 
Britain and Ireland. 

At his firft arrival there, he found many Englifh families' in it, and confiderablc numbers 
of Dutch and Swedes, who all readily fubmitted to his wife and excellent regulations, which 
highly merit to be known by all perfons who would apply to colonization. The true wif- 
dom, as w^ell.as equity of bis unlimited toleration of all religious pcrfualions, as well as his 
, kind, juft, and prudent treatment of tlie native Indians ; alfo his laws, policy, and govern- 
ment, fo endeared him to the planters, and fo widely fpread the fame of bis whole oeconomy, 
that, although fo lately planted, it is thought, at this day, to have more v/hitc people in it 
than any other colony on all the continent of Britifh America, New England alone excepted. 

Mr. Penn, who was a favourite of the Duke of York, aftersvards King James the Second, 
two years after, viz. in the year 1682, had a grant from bis Royal Highnefs of the town and 
traft of Newcaftlc, and the two lower counties on the great river Dclawar, part of his pro- 
vince of New York : thefe arc now called the counties of Newcaftlc, Kent, and Suflex, and 
arc no inconfiderable addition to his province of Pcnnfylvania. Mr. Penn’s beautiful and 
fuperb plan ol his capital cit;y of Philadelphia, ftill ftriftly followed to this day, and drawing 
xonftaqtly nearer to perfeftion, may ferve for a pattern to the richeft country on earth. 

At tliat city, forjt truly merits that appellation, they conftantly build and employ many 
good fliips ; thofe of even five hundred tons may lye dofe to their fine qtfky ; with which tliey 
trade to our fugar colonies with their com, peas, flour, bifeuit, betf, pork,“ filh, pipc.ftavcs, 

peltry. 
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1680 peltry, lumber, horfes, &c. in exchange for fugar, rum, molafles, ginger, pimento, and fo- 
reign lilver, &c. So greatly docs this colony increafe in people, that it is thought already 
nearly to equal New England, and that it will very foon furpafs it. It feems the landed geii- 
viemen of many parts of Ireland, and particularly in the north of it, had raifed their rents fo 
high, that many of the tenants threw up their farms and withdrew to Pcnnfylvania ; fo tiiat 
in and about the year 1729, foine ^thoufands of them went thither, befde the Eiiglifh, Welch, 
and Scots who went tiiithci then and fince, and alfo many German Protchants ; all of whom 
arc generally well fettled, and arc much employed in railing of hemp and flax, and other new 
materials for our Britifh manufadlnrcs, as drugs for dyers, &c. iron, and copper. They even 
carry their corn, fifh, pipc-ftaves, &c. as far as 'Italy, and returning to Britain, they there 
load woollen, lilk, and linen, for cloathing, houHiold furniture, hardware, and every thing 
elfe that is wanted for that colony. They get filver alfo by their clandellinc trade with the 
Spanifii main: and their logwood trade, which they import into England, helps to pay for 
what they bring back. — Thus the great evil of pcrfccution and rcllraint, for innocent confei- 
entous opinions, has, once more, proved the accidental occafion of peopling and improving 
oi\c of the fi'.icft provinces of Britilh America. 

Tangier being, in this year, befieged by the King of Morocco, King Charles II. fent a 
mcflngc to the Moufe of Commons, to recommend its prefcrvalion, and its importance to the 
Englilh commerce in the Mediterranean ; and that the two millions already expended on it 
w’ovild be entirely thrown away unlcfs fpeedy and effectual fupplics were granred for its relief. 
But the Commons, in an acldrcfs to the King, inftead of granting this, reprefented, among 
t)ther things, “ that Tangier had been fcvcral times under the command of Popilli governors, 
‘‘ and its garrifon, in a great degree, made up of Popilh officers and foldicrs, as alfo that the 
money given for it had been mifapplied ; wherefore they could not grant a fupply for Tan- 
gicr, unlcfs they might be alTured, that thereby they did not augment the flrcnglh of their 
‘‘ Popilh advcrfarics.” Thus the jealoufy entertained by the Parliament and the nation, that 
the King intended this place for a curb on their religion and liberties, prevented its being duly 
fnpplicd, and occafioned, as we lhall fee, its being abandoned foon after by that King, 
aGSi At a Parliament at Oxford, which fat but feven days, and was thclaft of King Charles the 
Second’s reign, the Houfe of Commons firft refolved ,to print their votes, which has been con- 
tinued ever fince, and very much to the benefit and fatisfaflion of the public, and particularly 
beneficial in commercial matters. 

As far back as the year 1670, the Englifli Levant or Turkey Company began to complain 
of the Eaft India Company, upon account of the great quantities of raw filk they imported 
from India, which had formerly been folcly imported from Turkey. And in the year 168 
the Turkey Company complained thereof formally to the King’s council ; whereupon a hearing 
enfued. The fubftance of the company’s allegations, and the Eaft India Company’s anfwers, 
being printed this year, are as follow, viz. 

I. “ The Turkey Company have, for near an hundred years paft, exported thither great 
quantities of woollen manufaftures, and other Englifli wares, to the great enriching of the 
nation ; and do now more cfpecially carry out thither to the value of about five hundred 
thoufand pounds yearly : in return for which, the goods imported arc raw filks, gauls, gro- 
gram yarn, drugs, cotton, &c. all which, being manufaftured in England, afford bread to 
^ the poor of the kingdom^ 

11. 4 A 
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1681 I. On tlie other hand,” fay they, ** the Eaft India Company export immenle quanii-' 
“ tics of gold and filver, with an inconfiderable quantity of cloth. — In return for which, 
“ their chiefeft commodities are calicoes, pepper, wrought filks, and a deceitful fort of raw 
“ filk.—That the calicoes and wrought fiiks, being wrought in India, are an evident damage to 
“ the poor of England, and the raw filks arc an infallible deftrudtion to the Turkey trade ; for, 
** as Turkey ^oes not yield a fufficient quantity of other merchandize, to return for onc-fourth 
“ part of our manufafturcs carried thither, the remaining three-fourths is wholly poifid by 
“ raw filk; which, if fupplied by that of Eaft India, the moft confiderablc part of the Tur- 
“ key importations, and confequcntly the cloth trade of England muft fiiil. 

II. “ The conftitution of the Turkey Company, as being a regulated one, and not driven 
“ by a joint-ftock, is open and comprehenfive, admitting any that are bied merchants; the 
“ fons and apprentices of freemen challenge their freedom by feven years fcrvicc, and others 
“ are admitted to be free for twenty-five pounds, if under twenty-feven years of age ; and, if 
“ above that age, for fifty pounds. Each Freeman to trade for as much as he is able. By 
“ which open trading, the Company is increafed from feventy perfons, who forty years ago 
*“ wholly drove the trade, to at Icaft five hundred traders. 

II. “ On the other hand, tlieEaft India Company’s trade is managed by an cxclufive joint- 
“ ftock which ftock is fo engrofled, that about twelve perfons have the abfolute manage- 

“ ment of the whole trade; — and about forty perfons divide the major part of the gains; 

“ and do alfo appropriate to therafclves a greater profit in a feparate trade, as in mnlk, amber- 
“ gris, &c. and, till of laic, in diamonds alfo :^ncither can they breed up any perfons, un- 
“ der the notion of an Eaft India merchant, bccaufe any one may purch.afe a Ihare of their 
“ trade and joint-ftock, who is mafter of money. 

III. “ The Turkey Company’s ftock is really greater than their trade will bear, under their 
“ pvefent difeourageraents and checks from the Eaft India Company ; and if any damage be- 
« falls this ftock, every particular member "bears the lofs of his own advcntuie, with no da- 
“ mage to the public. 

111. “ On the other hand, the Eaft India Company having a fixed joint.-ftock of but about 
“ three hundred and feventy thoufand pounds,” (1 know not well how to reconcile this with 
“ the order of the Eaft India Company’s general court, in the year 1676, whereby they dou- 
‘‘ bled their capital ftock, as beforc-exhibited ; unlefs they, fince that year, reverfed or poll- 
“ poned that refolution by a fubfequent one, which we have not met with as yet) “ they 
“ find it more for their advantage to tnidc.with money at intereft than to enlarge their ftock ; 
“ they have therefore borrowed atleaft fix hundred and fifty thoufand pounds on tl.eir com- 
“ mon fcal, at the inconfiderable intereft of three or. four per cent, thereby trading with tlic 
« treafurc of the nation, and dividing to themfclves what fums they pleafc, not only out of 
“ ptofit,” (this article is but the literal echo of Mr. Polcxfen’s fpeech in Parliament the pre- 
ceding year) “ but alfo out of the principal ; axlaft year, when -they divided tw 6 hundic.l 
“ and fixty thoufand pounds, though at the fame time they owed above fix hundred thoufand 
“• pounds at intereft.” 

One (jcorge White, a writer againft this comp.any, in this fame year,' fays,* “ That in the ■ 
“ compafs of five years, (I, e. from' 1676 to 168 f) they divided foven hundred and forty-one 
“ thoufand fix hundred and foity-fcvcn pounds, and, in two months afterwards, tliey doubled 
“ their ftock : this” fays be, “ was, in all, one million one hundred and eleven tlidldaRd ftx ■ 
** hundred and forty-feven pounds,- produced from a capital, of three hundred «od feventy 

m ' ' ’ thoufand • 
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l08i thoufand pounds only ; by which extravagant dividends, together with above three liundrrti 
“ thouland pounds for money borrowed at intcreft, with prefents to courtiers, and their quar- 
“ rel with the Mogul, they were brought into great difficulties ; fo that they, in a fhort thne, 
‘‘ w^crc forced to flop payment for fome months, yet they recovered a little again : although 
by feizing many of the Mogul’s fhips trading to Arabia, Perfia, &c. that quarrel coft the 
company, in all, about eight bundled thoufand pounds. 

‘‘ Upon the whole, it is humbly hoped, for the relief of the now languiffiing, though moft 
ufeful and ncccffary Tuikcy trade, his Majefty will be gracioufly plcafcd to permit to the 
Turkey Company the excrcifc of trade in the Red Sea, and all other the dominions of the 
Grand Signior,” Arabia and part of Africa) “ according to the large extent of their 

‘‘ charter, and accefs thereunto by the moft convenient pallagcs,” — /. c. round by the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

“ More rcafons againft the management of the Eaft India trade, under the prefent joint- 
‘‘ ftock. 

I. “ The continuance of the ftock, which has now lafted twenty-four years,” /. e, from 
1657 , “ is againft their firft propofal in their preamble ; whereby it is agreed, that, at feven 
“ years end, the flock Ihould be balanced and divided, and anew fubfeription made : and that 
“ any perfons, at the faid feven years end, might go out or come in, upon a valuation then 

to be made known : — though no fuch thing be hitherto done. 

II. “ "riiey have fent over to India, thiowllcrs, weavers, and dyers; and have aftually fet 
“ up there a inanufafturc offilk ; which not only by inftrufting the Indians in thefc manu- 
‘‘ faftures^ but by importing them, fo made, into England, is an unfpeakablc impovciillimcnt 

of the working people of this kingdom. 

U. Although many of the firft fubferibers have died off, yet there is no liberty for young 
merchants to come in on a new fubfeription. 

IV. “ Tlie fo long continuance of the ftock is alfo a reafon that its whole management is 
fallen into fo few hands. 

V. “ They export great quantities of bullion, and a finall quantity of cloth. 

VI. “ Of the five hundred and fifty who arc members of this company, not above onc-fiftlx 
‘‘ of tlicm arc merchants and as thefelaft are always of the committee, hence it comes to 
“ pafb that many of the clioiecft goods arc fenthome on their pri\atc account, butfeldom on 

account of the joint-ftock. 

VII. and VIll. “ As their prefent ftock is too fcanty, fo new fubfcriptlons for two or 
three millions, would bring in more merchants, as well as more money to be employed, 
and alfo more fliips and mariners. At prefent they trade not all to Perfia, Japan, Arra- 
chan, Achecn, Sumatra, Pegu, Madagafear, aifft many other parts within the limits of 
their charter ; although fuch parts, if traded to, would not only take off much of our 

‘‘ Englifh commodities, but likewife by trading there, from one port to another, would 
** vend a large proportion of Indian commodities, and the profit and bullion arifing therc- 
“ by, would, in a great mcafure, if not totally, prevent the exportation of bullion out of 
England. 

IX. Laftly, the lenders of fo large a dead ftock as above, (fix hundred thoufand pounds) 
at fo low intereft as three per cent.— do clearly venture the hazard of their principal, merely 
that low intcreft ; whilft the company makes fifty per cent, of it wifhout any hazard at 
^ air*;; Thpfc lenders, (in cafe of whatever Ioffes, captures^ &c.) having only the company’s 

4 A a “ com* 
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id&i “ common fcal to depend on, which, in fuch cafe, is no fecurity at all : for no one member 
is obliged to make latisfaftion ; as has been evident by feveral late examples of the like na- 
turc.’^ 

The Eall India Company’s anfwer before the Privy Council : — 

I. “ Articles i, 2, 3. The cloth exported by the Eaft India Company is finer and moro 
“ valuable thaii» what is exported by the Turkey Company. And, if w'e are i*ightly informed, 
‘‘ the medium of cloths exported by that company, in the laft. three years, is only about nine- 

teen thoufand cloths yearly ; a greater quantity than which, in value at lead, the Eaft India 
“ Company may probably fliip out this year, if their faftory at Amoy, in China, be not fur- 
prirxd by the Tartars, of which there was a doubtful report laft year. Yet it is admitted, that 
‘‘ before the Eaft India Company had any entrance into the trade of China and Japan, the 
y 1 ‘urkcy Company’s exportation of c]oth did much exceed that of the Eaft India Com- 
pany. — 4. We alfo fay, that it wdll be found, by the entries at the cuftom-houfc, that the 
“ Turkey Company* do fent out yearly, befide their cloth, great quantities of pieces of eight 
‘‘ from England, for the purchafe of their raw filk in Turkey, as well as great quantities of 
‘‘.the like fpccies of bullion from France, Spain, and Italy, which otherwife would come for 
England. 

II. Concerning the comparifon they make between the conftitution of the Turkey and 
“ Eaft India companies ; we fay, there hath been fo much printed in moll European lau- 

guages, and fo many confultations and debates, in the great councils of Europe, concern- 
“ ing joint«ftocks for the Eaft Indies ; — and that in all of them the refult hath been for a 
joint-ftock, Portugal excepted ; that we think it would be impertinent to trouble your lord- 
fliips with along difeourfe concerning it. 

But briefly, 

1. It cannot be denied, by any reafonablc man, that a joint-ftock is capable of a far 
“ greater extenflon, as to the number of traders and largencfs of ftock, than any regulated 
“ company can be. Eecaufe, in a joint-ftock, noblemen, gentlemen, fliopkccpcrs, widows, 

orphans, and all other fuhjefts, may be traders, and employ their flocks therein : whereas, 
in a regulated company, fuch as the Turkey Company is, none can be traders, but fuch as 
they call legitimate, or bred merchants. 

2. “ The confcquence whereof is, that, if the trade for India was laid open, the ad- 
“ venturers would be fewer, by three quarters, than they now arc ; becaufe thofe only who 

have fkill, would run away with the trade, as, in faft, they did, between the years 1655 
and 1657. 

3. 4. “ The number of the prefent Eaft India adventurers is, at this time, above fix hun- 
** dred. ^ A*^d, with refpedt to the inJulgcd or private trade, every adventurer hath as /ull a 

liberty, in proportion to his ftock, as the governor, deputy, or any of the committees, 
the fame being not to. exceed one-fifth part of his ftock ; — and even that has been gradually 
reduced every year, though per [ahum it cannol be done. It not being the work of a year, 
<< nor even of an age or two, to build up an Eaft India trade to perfection, though it may be 
‘‘ deftroyed in a day. — Which truth is moft eminently vifible in the proceedings of the court 
- of France, thefe laft fourteen years : that King, in the conftitution of his Eaft India Com* 
pany, fpared no coft to obtain the beft advice in Europe, by immenfe rewards, premiiimsi. 
&c.-^And yet wc fee that company makes very little of it.~And even out own 
although they had formerly a ftock of one million five hundred thoufand pour^cb 

^ ^ advanced . 
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1 68 1 advanced no further In profits, but twelve and an half per cent, in fifteen years ; e, frorn 
‘‘ 1617 to 1632. 

5. “ Although, infiead of eighty votes alleged to be now poflefled by fome one fingle per- 
** fon ill the choice of the committees, we know of no one that has fixty votes ; yet it is moft 
rcafonable, (and has ever been praftifed both in ours and in the Royal African Company, 
“ and every other joint-ftock) that each adventurer fliould vote according to his ftock. Even 
‘‘ fince this complaint, which was firft ftarted about nine years ago, there have been more 
great Ihips built by the company than were in thirty years before; and alfo more woollen 
manufaftures exported. And the Dutch Eaft India ftock, which was at five hundred and 
eighty per cent, when ours was but at fixty per cent, has fince ftood ftill, or rather fince 
declined, whilft ours has advanced, fo as almoft to equalize them in the value of their ftock: 
and his Majefty’s cuftoms arc alfo more than doubled, from our Eaft India trade. The 
“ company lias alfo made many generous, chargeable, and fuccefsful attempts for obtaining 
“ of a trade to the north eaft parts of India, viz. to Siam, Cochin China, China, and Japan, 
III. I. Our Eaft Inaia ftock now in trade is, at Icaft, one million feven hundred thou- 
fand pounds clear of all our debts. 

“ 2. Our debt at intereft is about five hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, and has been re- 
“ duced from fix to three per cent, and fuch is the company’s credit in the world, that they 
“ cannot pcrfiiadc their creditors to take their money. 

“ 3. And your lordfliips, in the Houfc of Peers, did formerly rcfolvc, tliat the abatement 
*‘.of intereft tended to the incrcale of trade and the advancement of the value of lands of 
England. 

“ With refpcfl to the Tuikcy Company’s objc£lions agaiiift the Eaft India Company’s im*^ 
portations of 
“ I. Rawfilk. 

II . Plain wrought filk ; and, 

III. W^'rought filks mixed with gold and filver; wc fay, 

“ I. As for raw filk, it is fo eflential for the good of the kingdom, that it may well hold 
coniparifon with our ftiecps wool and cotton wooL 

‘‘ 2. Since our company’s importation thereof, our filk maiiufafturcs have increafed frona* 
one to four. 

3. With rcfpe£t to the quality of our India raw filk, it is the fame as with all other com- 
moditics on earth, viz. various, /. e. good, tod, and indifferent. 

4. Plain wrought filks from India are known to be the ftrongeft and moft durable, as well 

as the cheapeft that comes from any part of the world, and are generally re-exported fronv 
England to foreign parts. • 

5. Wrought India filks, flowered and ftriped, do, wc confefs, a little impede the growtir 
** of our own filk manufaftures ; but not to that degree, in any mcafurc, as the raw filk im- 

ported from India doth advance it. 

6* If they could be cffeftually forbidden from all parts, the Eaft India Company would 
^ be glad to further an a£l of Parliament for that purpofe, and alfo for the fuppreffihg of 
French filks fo much in wear in lEngland, though againft a law in being. 

7, Wrought India filks, mixed with gold and filver, are not imported by 'our company, 
hvLt by the company’s mere pcrmiffioii ^ bccaufc if wc Ihould not permit, them, they would 
^ ^ ncomc 
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1681 come In, as much as now, by ftcalth, — and without paying the King’s cuftom.’^ The wfiaf 
of all which manufaftures has fince been efFcftually prohibited. 

“ 8. VViih refpeft to our company’s fending to India, throwflers, weavers, and dyers, the 
‘‘ whole* is a niiftake, excepting only as to one or two dyers, ufually fent to Bengal, and to 
** no o;her part of India; and this for the nation’s as well as the company’s advantage, efpe- 
‘‘ daily s to pfiin black filks, generally exported again. 

“ 9. Ihe company, with refpc6l to the Turkey Company’s requell to dellroy what i' ef- 
teemed by ail foreigners to be the glory of the trade ot England; (/. e. by extending the 
Turkey Company’s trade to the Red Sea, &c.j cannot help admiring at tlic confidence of 
“ the propc^ers. 

“ LaAl’ , Onr Eaft India Company can prevent none, by tjjcir charter, from buying their 
Aock, provided they vdll pay five pounds for their admillion. 

‘‘ With lelaiion to what the I'uikey Company adds, in the fccond part of their allegations, 
concerning a vrduation of their ftock every feven ycais; our Eall India Company aver, 
“ that, purfuant to a general court, in the year 1664, their Hock was valued, at the end of 
“*thc fiiA Aven years, atone hundred and thirty per cent. — and within a year and a quaiter 
“ after there was fifty per cent, divided, and a fccond valuation was afterwards made in the 
“ fame manner. 

The Turkey Company’s other objeftions arc indeed fo trilling and inconcluftvc, that the 
Eaft India Company gives them fliort anfwers, appealing, at the fame time, to their loid- 
** Aiips for their w^eiglit, &c.” 

By our thus exhibiting the allegations of thefc two lival companies, we learn a great deal 
of their hiftory : and, although both fides may have fomewhat exaggerated in their own favour, 
it is neverthclefs very cafy for the reader to determine the truth in all the material points in 
queftion between them. The Eaft India Company, amongft their other allegations, made 
great complaints againft the interloping Ihips for the laft thiee years ; and that as they were at 
one hundred thoufand pounds annual cxpencc for forts, foldicrs, &c. it would be iinpoflible 
to carry on a profitable commerce, if interlopers be tolerated. The Turkey Company’s above 
allegations and rcmonftranccs proved, in the end, unfuccefsful ; yet the interlopers went on 
with their voyages to India; one of whom, however, named Captain Thomas Sands^ going 
out with a cargo of fifty thoufand pounds value, was, at the company’s requeft, flopped by the 
King from going out ; and, after a long and curious trial, a dccilion was made, by the Chief 
Jullice Jeffreys, in favour of the company ; fo that the fliip and cargo was fold off to the pro- 
prietor’s great lofs : notwithftanding which, the interlopers continued their voyages to India, 
Being therein encouraged by the opinions of feme of our greateft lawyers, who freely declared, 
that the King could not legally obftruft them, by any charter whatever granted to the com- 
pany, unlefs their exclufive powers ha<l the fanftion of an aft of Parliament. Neverthclefs, 
King Charles fent out one of his Ihips of war to India, for the proteftion of the company 
from interlopers and pirates. 

At this time, the French Kjng, Levvis the Fourteenth, was in great power and glory. 
The Emperor Leopold had, in the preceding year, reprefented to the German dyet his in- 
fringements of the trci^ty of Nimeguen. 

Firft, By maititaining troops in the empire, and retaining of ought btfei* 

have evacuated lU confcqucncc of that treaty. 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 


559 


A. T). 

1.68 1 Secondly, By cxaftions and contributions, and various other encroachments and violcncSs 
againft the imperial cities of Alface, &c. But, inftcad of obtaining redrefs, he, in the fol- 
lowing year, 1681, by treachery and furprize, feized on the rich and very important Imperial 
and Proteftant city of Strafburg, on pretence of finding in the archives of Metz, that all Al- 
face and Lorraine, all Luxemburg, except its capital, many lordlliips and villages in Ger- 
many, Brabant, Flanders, Hainault, Artois, and Liege, did belong to him, as dependencies 
on the bilhoprics of Metz, Toul, and Verdun ; or ellb of other places yielded to him by the 
treaties of Munftcr and Nimeguen. Under fuch-like pretexts, he credlcd courts or commif- 
Cons of re-union in Alface and the Netherlands, for places which, time out of mind, had been 
fubjeft to other fovereigns, now, merely by the toiror of his great power, citing the King of 
Spain himfelf and the Elcftors Palatine and Treves, to appear at thofe courts to pay him 
homage. He had already the prefedlure of ten free cities in Alface, who, as Voltaire owns, 
durll no longer talk of liberty, 

Strafburg was miftrefs of the Rhine, fays that Frenchman, by means of its bridge, s, and 
of itfelf formed a powerful republic, famous for its arfenal, which contained nine hundred 
pieces of cannon. Louvois, the French prime minifter, corrupted the maglftrates to fell 
their own dear liberty and religion and thofe of the ii\nocent burghers, whofe prayers and 
tears availed not with their corrupted magiftrates, who fuffered the French troops, on the 
thirtieth of September, to enter the city. In the Spanifii Nctlicrlands, Loyis feized on 
the town of Aloft and its territory, on the foie bare-faced pretence, that his miniflers had 
forgot to infert it in the conditions of the peace of Nimeguen/^ 

Voltaire, if altogether to be credited, “ delcribed his power to be fuch at this time, that all 
Europe, though greatly alarmed at his tyrannical proceedings, was afraid of feeming to 
oppofe him, — he having then fixty thoufand failors ; which, he lays, was more than Eng- 
‘‘ land and Holland pofiefled together at this time, with upwards of one hundred Ihips of the 
line, feveral of which carried one hundred gnns, and feme more. At tliis period alfo, he 
conftrufted or fortified the famous ports of Toulon and Brcft, at an iminenfe cxpcncc ; and 
“ Rochefort alio, in fpite of nature, was made a place of trade and 4 iaval force. He even 
makes Louis the inventor of bomb-ketches: “ for intending this fiime year to bombard 
Algiers with his fleet, he had no idea how itwas poflible to fix mortar pieces in fhips, for 
“ the throwing of bomb ihclls, or any where elfe but on folid giound. So one Rcuaud in- 
vented veflels without decks, having a falfc deck in their holds, upon which hollow places 
“ were made for the mortar pieces, with which he demolilhed part of Algiers... This, lays 
‘‘ Voltaire, being difeovered to other nations, became afterwards terrible to France, where 
it was lirft invented.” 

So much had Colbert, the late prime minifter of France, applied himfelf to the improve- 
ment of the naval alTairs and commerce of France, that the author of Colbert’s life fay s, that, 
in this year, the towm of St. Malo alone fet forth in one month fixty-fivc well liggcd ihips for • 
the Newfoundland fifiicry, befide the fhips employed to the Levant, to Spain, and to the Weft 
Indies, and alfo ten fiiips now on the ftocks. . 

FufFcndorf obferves, that at this time, the French King’s revenue was computed at otie 
hundred and fifty millions of livres : whereas, he obferves, thatinlhclaft ageitdiJnota- 
.^mount to above nine or ten millions; in Henry the Fourth’s time, to fixteen millions! an 1 
the year 1639, to fcventy-leven millions. Which vaft difference is,^ in. part, to be aicrib- • 
' value of money fince tliofc times, and partly alfo. to the great taxes inxpofed 
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on the fubjefts: but, without queftion, the chief rcafon is, that France, fince thofe times, 
has found out new ways to draw money out of other countries. 

One Andrew Yarranton now publilhed two volumes in quarto, entitled, England’s Tni- 
provCmcnt by Sea and Land: amongft other points, he fliews, that tin plates,” L e. iron 
platefi tinned over, “ were made in England through his means ; he having been employed 
by foine gentlemen to, go to Bohemia, where he learned the manner of making them. 
When he returned home, he fet proper perfons at work, who made better ones than any 
he had feen abroad, the metal being better and the plates more pliable. But a patent being 
** obtained by fomc great man at court (who had found out the feheme) for the foie making 
of them, that manufafturc w’as confequently dropped by his employers, who had with fa 
much charge made the difeovery.” 

That manufafturc remained for many years unpraftifed in England, fo that anion gfl: the 
projefts called l^ubbles of the year 1720, we fliall fee, this was made one of them: yet fince 
the laft named year the making of tinned plates is brought to greater perfeftion in England 
than in any other part of the world. 

The Proteftants in France, being daily more and more perfecuted by their mofl Chriflian 
Monarch, King Charles the Second of England was now advifed by his council, to iffuc a 
proclamation or order of council, promifmg to thofc of our religion wlm Ihould withdraw 
from France, ample privileges in England ; in confequcncc of which confidcrahlc numbers of 
them came hither, even before the final revocation of the famous edife of Nantes, in the 
year 1685. 

So great was the firength and power of the Dutch in the Eafi Indies, at this time, tliat Sir 
William Temple, who was well acquainted with their affairs, obferves, “ that, befidc the 
cftabliftimcnt or conquefts of their company thqre, they have, in a manner, creeled another 
** fubordinate commonwealth in thofc parts,* where, upon occaflon, they have armed forty- 
five Blips of v/ar and thirty tlioufand landmen, by the modeflefl: computation.” Mifccl- 
lanca, fccond edition, 1681. 

After the Ehglifn Hudfon’s Bay Company had, with much labour and charge in faftorics 
and fettlements, eilablifiied their trade with the natives; the French, from Canada, in the 
year 1682, whilft our company were building a fort at Port Nelfon, in the fouth part of tliat 
bay, came privately and fuddcnly, with two ftiips, into the river of Port Nelfon, and fur- 
prized our company’s men, difpoffeffing them of that fcttlcment, and carrying them prifonci s 
to Canada. This was the firft time that any French veffcl had ever failed into Hudfon’s Bay. 
But this, being a piratical expedition, was dlfowiicd by the French King, who promifed fa- 
tisfaftioii to our company; though whether any adequate fatisfaftion was really made, docs 
not Appear. 

Our company there alfo erefted a fort at Charlton 511 c, whither all the peltry, &c. was to 
be brought from the other faftories, for lading the fhips from England. On Albany river 
and on Hay’s illand were forts and faflories alfo fettled : and the company fent urgent inftruc- 
tions to tbeir governors, by all means to endeavour to fave the great expence they were put to 
in tranfportiiig annual fupplics of provifions from Phigland ; by their trying to raife corn, 
in that country. But this was foon found to be impraflicablc, by reafon of the intenfenefs of 
the cold and long winters there, which fooix deftroys almoft every thing fowed or plsinted 
in it. 
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i68i . They Iwd, by this time, five fetticmertta there, viz. that on Albany River, Hay’s 
Rupert’s River, Port Nelfoir, and New Severn. 

In this year the Englifti Eaft India Company loft one of the beft faftorics which they had 
ever poflelled in all Indig; occafioned by a quarrel between the old King of Bantam ahd his^ 
fon. It was unfortunate, though certainly moft equitable, f<w our company to take part with 
the father; as the Dutch Company, on. the contrary, fupported the fon, and fent their forces 
to his afliftance from Batavia ; by which meafure the old King was vanquilhed, and ftiut up 
in prifon. In return for their friehdfhip, the young King gave the Dutch pofteffton of the 
, caftlc of Bantam, which commanded both the town and port who, thereupon, drove out the 
, Englifh Company’s faftors and fervants, and Jia'vc ever ftnee poftefted that place to this day. — • 
This is our company’s account of that affair; concerning whicli they had many difputes and 
conferences with the agents of the Dutch Company : and the latter publifhed a pamphlet at 
London, in the y'car 1688, for their vindication : the fubftance whereof is, That it was not 
the Dutch, but the young King, who drove the Englifh from Bantam. 

On the other fide, our company made it but too plainly evident, that the young Kijtg was 
purely the Dutch Company’s inftrument for that violence, which enabled them to engrofs tire 
entire commerce of Bantam : for which end, and at the fame time, they got him to expel from 
thence all the other European nations, viz. the French, Danes, and Portuguefe, as likewife 
the fubjeifts of the Mogul, and of all-other Indian nations ; although none of thefe bad been 
parties in the quarrel between father and fon. Our company alleged, moreover, that tire 
Dutch had formerly praiftifed the like in a flmilar cafe at MacafTar; and were now a£lually 
doing the fame in a difpute between two Rajalis, or Princes, on the Malabar coaft. It would 
be almoft endlefs, and alfo to very little purpofe, to enlarge on the complaints of our com- 
pany againft the Dutch, for injuries done them in India; or the Dutch Company’s vindica- 
tion, in anfwer to thofe complaints ; and their accufations, in theit turn, of wrongs done 
them by the Englifh Company. 

The Dutch, by obtaining the command of Bantam, became entire mafters of the weft end 
of the great -iflc of Java, as Batavia had long before given them a large dominion on the north 
fide of the faid Ifland : yet, befide the King of Materan, on the foiith fide of Java, there are 
Hill feveral other lelTer fovcrcigns remaining unfubdued by the Dutch Company: 

In the fame year i 68 c, the Englifh Eaft India Company firft began to fortify at Bencoolen, 
in the great ifland of Sumatra. By which important fettlement they have preferved -to Eng- 
land the pepper trade, which otherwife would have been loft to our company after their being 
driven from Bantam. This fort coft our company for compleating it, in about ten years 
time, no fmaller a fum than two Iiundred and fifty thoufand poan^. 

1683 It was in or about the year 1683, that the nfefol conveyance of letters an^ parcels by the 
was firft fet up in London and its fuburbs, by a private undertaker, -named Murray, 
an upholftcrer by trade; who. afterwards alfigned the fame to one Dockwra, who carried it on 
fuccclsfully for a number of years ; until the government laid claim to that projeft, as con- 
nefted and partly interfering with the general le^er or ^poft-office, which was a part of the 
erWn revenue : it was therefore annexed tp that revenue ; in lieu -of which Mr. Dockwra had 
a yearly penfion of two hundred pounds fettlpd on him for life, But the firft mention we find 
of tliis, reyenue in the Statute-book was notaill the-year 1711, as will be leen under that year.. 

■ : It was in the y^r 1683, that moft authors redcon the French mwiarchy to have been in its 
oteridian of power and glory. For, in this year, 
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The produce of the fcveral branches of their revenue was reckoned annually ^ LiVrcs* 
to amount to — * — — — — 

And, in the opinion of many who have made ftrift enquiry into her revenue 
6ncc that period, ftic feems to have gradually Tunk in this refpeft ; fo that, 
according to a well writtcxi piece, in Englilh, publilhed in the year 1742, en- 
titled, An Enquiry into the Revenue and Trade of France, the annual revenue 
thereof, in the year 1733, amount to more than — — 140,278,473 

DifTcrcncc between the years 1683 and 1733 — — 75,288,160 

This is indeed a very great difference ; and yet much of it may be accounted for from vari- 
ous caufes ; and more cfpecially, 

• Firft, From the unbounded ambition of Louis XIV. in draining his kingdom of men and 
money, for carrying on his conquefts ; it being the opinion of fome, that ever fince his inva- 
lion of Holland, in the year 1672, his revenue gradually funk, and the price of French lands 
funk with it. 

Secondly, From his, foon after this time, expelling a vaft number of his moft induftrious 
Proteftant fubjefts ; who, belide the wealth of many of them, carried along w ith them their 
arts and induftry ; by which they taught the nations, who wifely as well as pioufly received 
them, almoft all kinds of French inanufafturcs : hence it was, that France foon began to feel 
a great abatement of her exports of manufaiSlures, both to England and Holland. 

1, With refpeA to England, France formerly fupplied her with manufadlured 

lilks of all forts, to the value, in fterling money, of about — , — 600,000 

But now none at all. 

2. .With.lineiH fail-cloth, and canvas, to about feven hundred ihoufand pounds. 

Butiiucc the high duties were laid on French gootl%, amounting to a prohibition, 
thefe are partly manufaftured at home, and partly imported from Holland, Gcr*- 
many, and Ruilia, and more lately from Scotland and Ireland, who take off our 
own goods, &c. in return.. Deducing therefore about two hujidred thoul’and 
pounds for French cambricks, which, in time of peace, are faid to come by way of 
Dunkirk, See. the clear annual lofs to France in this article will be — 500,000 

3 i* In beaver-hats, in glafs, watches, and clocks — — 220,000 

Since entirely our. own manufafturcs, of which we alfo export a great quantity. 

4. In paper of all kinds, of which we now make much at home, and the reft vve 

take of Holland and Genoa — 7 > — — 90,000 

5. In iron .ware, whicli we formerly had from Auvergne, but. now make better 

and cheaper at Birmingham, Shc^ield, &c. and of which alfo we- export immenfc 
quantities to our plantations, as well as to various. parts of Europe — 40,000 

6. In ihalloons, tammies, &c. from Picardy and Champagne, now made better at 

home, of which alfo much is exported : — — 150,000 

7. In French wines, inflead- of which ^we now take them of Portugal, in return 

for ourmwn manufafiures - — ^ ^ 200,000 

8. In French brandies^ two 4 h 6 ufand tons,^ (which isdefs than formerly; owing 

to the great iingrovement of^our own diftiltcry, ai^d to tlic.mnch incrcafcd trade for 
plantation rum) at forty' potMids per ton — — ~ 80,000 

Total lofs, per annum, to France, by England’s fo greatly improving her manur — 

failures, and .'turning her imports into more profitable clianncls — ~ x,88o,oco 

2 : With 
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Brought over i, 88c, 000 

With refpcft to the Dutch, they had formerly but few, and moftly inconfiderable 
nianufafturcs of their own: they contented themfclves principally with being the 
common carriers of the manufaftures of France, arid other parts of Europe, from 
one country to another, befide their immenfe fifliery : but now they, make vail 
quantities of rich filks and velvets ; befide their woollen, linen, and paper manu- 
fafturcs, &c. So that, according to Mr. Burrifti^s Account of the Dutch Trade, 
they do not, in our times, take off above half the quantity from France they for- 
merly did, or about ^ ; — . • — 6co,ooo 

2. In hats, moft of their finer ones coming from England, thc^ tfeve abated about 21 7,000 

3. The like in glafs, clocks, watches, and houflrold furnituri^^lftefly, of late 

years from England, faved about ‘ — — ' — " — 160,000 

4. The like of fringes, glovcS, and paper — , — — 260,000 

5. Linen, canvas, and fail-cloth — — — 265,000 

6. Saffron, foap, woad, honey, and woollen-yarn, abated about ■— 300,000 

Total of the former Dutch imports Icflened yearly — 1,702,000 

Total dccrcafe of Englilli and Dutch imports from France yearly, fince about 
the year 1683 — . — - — — — 3,582,000 


•If fo great a lofs could be exa<fVly afeertained, wliich is not here pretended to, though pro- 
bably near the mark, and confidcridg alfo all the other conduft of Louis XIV. we are not 
much to be furprized at the dccreafc of the French revenues ; even .after allowing much for 
the late great increafe of the commerce of the French American colonies, and alfo of their 
territory, by the addition of Lorraine. 

In this year, the Lady Anne, daughter of the Duke of York, was married to Prince George 
of Denmark j her portion being forty thoufand pounds flerling. 

The Englilh interlopers to Eaft India becoming fo very numerous, our Eaft India Com- 
pany found means, in this fame year 1683, to obtain a new charter from King Charles the 
Second, being his fifth charter to them : by which all former charters were confirmed, and 
they were hereby empowered to feize onjLhe (hips and merchandize of the faid interfopers ; 
with the forfeiture of one half to the King, and the other halfto the company, who were alfo 
empowered to raife, train, and inufter, fuch military forces as they fiiould judge requifite ; 
and at their forts, faftories, Stc. to excrcife the martial law. Moreover, for redreffing tlie iji- 
jurics and wrongs committed on the high-fcas, or to be committed there within their limits, 
a court of judicature might be erefted by the company, to confift of one civiliar: ^nd two mer- 
chants ; who were to determine all cafes of forfeitures and feizures, of fliips and goods, within 
their faid limits ; and all maritime and mercantile bargains, policies of infurance, bills, bonds^ 
contrafts, charter-parties, wages of mariners, trefpaffes on the high Teas, 6cc. 

Yet the people of the ifle of St. Helena being, in this fame year, in a ftatc of rebellion anef 
infurreflion, and the company being hereby enabled to reduce them to obedience, by execu- 
ting certain perfons who tuniultuoufly refufed to pay (Certain taxes, which thofe people alleged 
to be contrary to their coiitraft with the company, when they firft went to fettle there, a great 
clamour was raifed by their widows and relations; whofe cafe being laid before the Houfe of 
Commons two years after, \it. in the year 1685, that Houfe voted, what the company had 

4 B a tlicrcby 



564 ak historical and chronological deduction 

A.,p. 

1683 thereby done to be arbitrary and illegal , which created the company many enemies. Their, 

flock, however, in this year 1683, was fold, or jobbed, from three handred and fixty to five- 
hundred per cent. - ■ 

In the fame year 1683, the army of the Turk's, infligated by Louis the Fourteenth of France, 
and by the Hungarian malecontents, and encouraged by the feeblenefs of the Emperor. Leo- 
pold, made theifrway through Hungary, and fat down before ViennaV with one hundred and 
fifty thoufand men. The taking of this city would have opened a way for the .T wks and 
French to conquer a great part, if not the whole of Germany. The apprehenfion fuch an 
event, made almofl all Europe tremble, and England in particular, whilft her monarch cared 
for nothing but his pleafiwes and arbitrary power. Providence, however, fruftrated thofe great 
enterprizes, by the VHrehing of the army of John Sobielki, King of Poland, to join the Duke 
of Lorraine wiA the Imperial army : in confequence of which thefiege of Vienna was raifed, 
and the Turks forced precipitately to. retreat through . Hungary, thereby lofing all that they 
had before conquered in tliat kingdom^ 

Soon, after this event, the Ituperialifls got pofTeflion. of all Tranfylvaniat, as the Venetians 
did of all the Morea, and the city and territory of Athens, as alfo the ifle of Scio; whicli^ . 
however, they again loft in the year following. This iHand, could they have held it, would, 
in forac meafure, liave cut off tlie maritime communication of site Turks, with their territories 
in the Archipelago, Alia, and Egypt. Thus the Ottoman power now received a confiderable 
check, -which, for two centuries paft, had gradoally extended their boundaries as far as, and > 
in fome parts further, than the Roman empire had done, in rts meridian glory, northward, 
eaftward, and fouthward ; but the Turks have never yet been able to get ground weftward, . 
notwithftanding all their bold. efforts not only againft the erilern flioircs of Italy, but alio by 
this, and the preceding renowned liege of Vienna. 

In this .year. Dr.- Hugh Chamberlain,, a .phylicjan, and one Robert Mutray, both ; grrat • 
projefloFS, made a mighty ftir with their- feheme. For a bank for circulatuig bills of credit on 
merchandize to be pawned.thcrein, and for leitdiirg money to the induftrious poor on pawns, 
at fix per- cent, intcreft : — But it came to nothing.; 

In this fame year,. King Charles- f^nt- Lord .Dartmouth, attended- by that able man, Mr. 
Pepys,- fecretary of the Admiralty, with twenty- Ihips of. war, utterly, to demolilh the town, 
cattle, and mole of Tangier, and to choke .up its harbour. It was. faid to have been ftrong 
when; the Portuguefe delivered it op to England, in the. year, 1662 ; but it was fo greatly im- 
proved in ftrength by King Charles, as. to be, deemed almoft iinpiegpabJe. He, for the fccu- 
rity oLitS; haven and but Ibipping, , cQnftru£led.a fuperb mole, tlie extremities whereof are fa id : 
to have run out .fix- hundred .yards into the fea , and its ilones were .fo ftrbngly cemented toge- 
ther, as if it-ihadbeen'Onexntirexock , foAhat4hey were forced to drill it in many parts, and 
blow it up piece-meal, by which it took .up fix,months in effefting .its entire demolition. — 
The:nu>le had beeivmade extremely. commodious. for our Hupping and commerce, -by rca&n of 
its fituation.'on.tbe African fide of the. Strait’s mouth. 

1684 In April 1684, the Lord Dartmouth ‘returned .to.Englpiid, with tlwr gaw'rfon, artillery, and ■ 
ftorcc. “-Hereby,” fays Rapin, .“ the.KIng was» freed from a conlUerablc annual expcnce ; . 
“ and the-garrifoB, moftly coufifting. of Popllh. officers- and foldicrs, .ferved to .augment the r 
“ King’s forces at home,; thereby keeping in awe thofe who were impatient of. the yoke.” — 
As feveral tovyns on the fame fhore are llill held by Spain and Portugal, T angier would pro- 
bably, at.this.day, have been left an objcfl of jcaloufy to the other European powers, than 

Gibraltar . 
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Gibraltar is on the oppoiite fhore : bat» whether its liarbour and iituatton on the fouth Hiorb, 
where the current is faid to<run .much ftronger into the Streights than on the oppoiite Ihore, 
would have in all refpeAs equally anfwered our commercial and political ends, is a point we 
will not prefume to determine.— >Yet we imagine it will fcarcely be denied, that our retaining 
it> along with Gibraltar, would have been a coniiderable additional fccurity to our commerce ; 
and polTibly alfo an augmentation of our uaval power and influence, by keeping conflantly a 
{quadron .of. Ihlps in lb fecureaport. Leaving this point, however, for flateftnen to deter- 
mine, weihall only add what fome biftorians further relate, viz. That the rubbilh of the de> 
malMie'd mole, and of the walls of the town being thrown into the harbour, has fo efTeAually 
choaked it up, that it can never hereafter be a commodious port.; . which, however, is at leaft 
doubtful till a trial lhall be attempted. 

Mr. Burchett, in his Naval Hiftory, relates, “ that, by our King’s dire£lion,i there 'were 
** buried amongft the ruins a coniiderable number of milled crown pieces of his majefty’s 
“ coin; which, pofllbly, many centuries hence, may declare to fucceeding ages, that the place 
“ was once a member of tbe.Britilh empire.” And, let us juft fubjoin,. who can tell but 
that hereafter it may be judged the intereft of the Britilh empire to re-aflume its right to that 
port ? More cfpecially, if what is faid by feme be true, that.the foundations of its demoliih- 
ed mole, as well as of its walls, remain -entire ; and that it . is. very poflible.for its haven to be 
entirely cleared, of the rubbiih. Profeiib* Oakley,, in his.Accounl of- South-weft Barbary, 
“ thinks it would be an enterprize. worth attenipting, and cafily to .be efFefted, to recover the 
“ faid place again. For,” fays he, .“ if two thoufand men were to go with three men of war 
“ and two bomb-ketches, they might make .themfelves, mafters- of it -in twenty-four hours 
“• time: for, upon the heaving of a fcore- of bombs, not one foul of the Moors would flay 
“ within the town, and then the fbldiers might land at pleafure, who would have nothing 
elfe to do but to. plant their guns on the walls, and by nigbt to empty a. few places of the 
ditches that, are filled.” ' 

The French hitherto miftnanaged their Eaft Indian Company : for, althougli they preferred 
the figure of a . great fociety, yet they were found to be little better than bankrupt in this year 
1684; when, upon a full ftate of their circumfiances, it plainly appeared, they had aftually 
run out half tlieir capital, or about three hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling. Whereupon it 
was now rcfolved to put that company upoiv a new bottoro, laying, afide the method of cham-. 
bers of direflors in the fea ports, .which had been fct up, in imitation of tlie Dutch company, 
and to place its entire managc.roent. in twelve .direfiors, refiding at Paris, with proper fa- 
laries. This. company, had, jn .the year 16.70, fnrrcndexed. their property of tlte ifle of Mada- 
gafear-; and their King, in the year . 1685, in confirming tlieir new conftitution, ‘left tliem at 
liberty either to rtforae the Madagafcar colony, os tO!leaLvait in his hands, and they chofe the, 
]a.tter,. 

There were fcycral c'aufcs of the Company’s misfortunes ; as, their. war with Holland, from 
1672 to 1678, thc.merccnary management, of their fervants in India, and efpcciaJlyi their in- 
taraieddliijgXo*boidly. agreeable to the gepius oftlreir nation, Jn the affairs of tlw kingdom of 
Siam : '.whereby the King. of Siam was. murdered in his palace, and the French garrifon totally 
deftroyed, after tliey had been , at , the cxpencc. of -fending thitlier a fquadi(wi.of fhipsr with land 
farces, for making that King, like ftieir own, more abfolute than tiiepcople liked him to he, 
aadjiattcred themfelves with converting aU Siam to their Chriflian. religion. This, was the 

ftate 
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1684 ftatc of that company when Pont Chartrain fucceecled Colbert, as prime miniftcr. He was 
' far from being a friend to this company, as will brielly appear hereafter. 

In this thirty-fixth year of King Charles II. and in the year 1648, we have the Lord Chief 
Juftice Pollcxfen’s argument, as fo termed, in*a printed cafe brought by the Eaft India Com- 
. pany againft Thomas Sands, an interloper ; who had fitted out a Ihip for lii’dia, witho,ut being 
Hccnfcd by that -Company. 

Firft, Sands, in his defence, pleaded a ftatutc of the eighteenth of King Edward III. cap. 
iii, whereby it is enaSed, “ That the feas fliall be open for all merchants to pafs with their 
merchandize wherever they plcafc. 

Secondly, “ The ftatute of twenty-firfl: of King James, cap, iii. declaring all niorfopulics 
“ to be againft the common law. 

. Thirdly, “ That the grant of any foie trade whatever is contrary to Magna Charta,’' (ninth 
of King Henry in. cap. xxx.) “ and* to divers other ancient ftatutes, as the twenty-fitih ot 
King Edward III. cap. ii. — the fecond of Khig Richard II. cap. i.~and the eleventh of 
‘‘ that King, cap. vii. . both which enaft : that aH letters patent and commands, to the con- 
trary of the freedom of commerce, fhall be void.” — Then he proceeds to fhew, “ that an 
Eaft India Company is a true monopoly, as deferibed by our law books ; and is not like the 
Turkey, Rufiia, and Hamburg companies, where there is no joiiit*ftock, but every nicm- 
ber ufes his own trade, buys and fells his own commodities, and has his own- fei vants and 
faftors, 1 hefc companies only order what fliips fhall go, but leave to every member to 
fend his merchandize at his own will and pleafurc ; and no mini js refilled to be free of their 
“ companies that has a mind,- paying fomc fmall fum for his freedom. — But this Body-Poli- 
tic, the Invilibic Corporation, trades perhaps fora million fterling yearly. Their Jail three 
** falcs that they made came to one milliori eight hundred riioufand pounds, and nobody liath 
thefe commodities but they. No man can vote in their company unlefs he has five hundred 
pounds ftock, which cofts above one thoufand five hundred pounds to be bought.” 

In fhort, his lordfhip laboured, not unfuccefsfully, to prove the company to be a true mo- 
nopoly, and Sands to be innocent,, as the company was not eftabliflicd by any aft of Parlia- 
ment, Yet the King’s prohibition for the ftiip not to fail, obliged Sands, after a year’s fuf- 
pcncc, to fell off his Ihip and cargo, with great lofs. The lliips and goods of feme other inter- 
lopers, as they were then ftilcd, were likewife feized and confifeated in the following reign, in 
the years 1686 and 1687: but they took out no licence from the company. All which was 
decided againft the fpirit and maxims of our common law, purely for fupporting a lawlcfs pre- 
rogative in the crown ; which, under a better monarch, fix years after this time, was agreed 
to be legally difclaimed. 

AbQuMhis time, according to Dr, D’Avenant’s El&y upon Ways and Means of fupplying 
the War, London 1695, the Poor Rate, or the cxpence of maintaining the poor of England, 
came to about *fix hundred, and lixty-fivc thoufand pounds yearly : and, England beifig cer- 
^tainly richer than it was then, it is the general opinion, that, in our days, it cofts the nation 
about two millions of money. And it is much to be feared, with our author, “ that, as this 
“ money is managed in moil: places, inftead o.f relieving fuch as arc truly poor ^nd impotent, 
which the law deiigns, it ferves only to noUrilh and continue vice and floth in the nation,”. 
Such a patriot-fpirit may, jt is to be hoped, forac time or other, Hart up in the great council* 
of the nation, as fhall be able to devife an effeftual means of obviating the too juft objeftions 
againft the prefent legal methods of providing for our poor, fo as to fave the nation thegreateft 
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1684 part of the cxpence, ancTat the fame time find ufeful employment for the greateft part of the 
faid poor, now maintained in floth at the public expencc. 

Louia XIV. of France, in the plenitude of his power and glory^ delighted, even fomewhat 
before this time, to exert his infolcnt fuperiority^ by heaping public difgrace on feebler ftalcs. 
Of this we have a pregnant inftance with refpeft to his treatment of the now much decayed re- 
public of Genoa. He pretended, in the year 1682, that the republic had held certain fecrct 
praftices with the Spanilh governor of Milan, of which he accufed and admonilhed them by 
his Ambaffador St. Olon. 

Firft, It feems the Duke of Mantua had made a treaty with Louis, to take all the fall he ufed 
in his country from France. St. Olon demanded of Genoa not only a free palFage for the faid 
fait through their territories, but alfo leave to ereft magazines thereof at Savona. 

Secondly, He demanded, that the republic ftiould pay to the heirs of the Count de Lavagne, 
formerly a rebel Genoefe, who were then fettled in France, the amount of the elFefts which 
that Count’s rebellion had made to be forfeited to the ftate* 

Both thefe modeft demands were juftly looked on with indignation by tire Genoefe, more 
efpecially that of the fait, as interfering with their own commerce. The Frencli authpr of the 
Hiftory of Genoa, nevcrthelefs adds, — “ that although this demand might indeed feem fomc- 
“ what uncommon, yet the republic on this occalion ought to have yielded in favour of a 

prince now looked upon by all the world as the arbiter of the fate of Europe.” 

There was ye^a third inftance of infolence, which exceeded both the former,' viz. Louis’s 
declaration, — that in cafe Genoa ihould fend to fea the four newgallies they had juft built, he 
would conftrue it as an hoftillty againft himfelf, and would in that cafe feizc on all their Ihips 
and efFefts wherever they could be found. In Ihort, Spain having broke with France in the 
year 1684, and the Genoefe having refufed to comply with the above-named arbitrary de- 
mands, and putting thcmfelves under the proteftion of Spain, » Louis determined to bring 
down their pride, as he termed it, by bombarding their ftately capital city, and laying it almoft 
entirely in afhes, with his bombs and cannon, and thereby alfo deftroying multitudes of her 
citizens.. Not content with this cruel proof of his power an l refentment, he obliged the re- 

1685 public, by a treaty, in the year 1685, to fend the reigning Doge, or head of their ftate, to 
come in his ducal robes to Verfaillcs, with four of the principal fcnaiors, vtherc folemnly to 
alk pardon of the Grand Monarch, in the moft abjeft^manner. They were thereby alfo bound 
to difarm their new gallics, and to reduce their naval force 'to its former ftatc, viz. of fix gal- 

^ lies only fo.low was this ftate now fiallen, whofc naval power had formerly been the terror 
of all the ftates on both fidcs the Mediterranean. They were moreover obliged to difeharge 
all the Spanilh troops quartered on their territories, to renounce the league with Spain, made 
fince 1685, and finally, to pay one hundred thoufand crowns to the heirs ot tlicir above-men- 
tioned rebel fubjeft, &c. After their huinbic compliance wiih thefe and fnch-like moderate 
articles, this god-like monarch coadefeended to permit this mifcrably fhattcred people to cxift 
as a free ftate. 

The unparallekd article of obliging thc'rcighing Duke or Doge of Genoa, who reprefcius 
the majefty of the republic, to leave the feat of fovereignty, and in his roi)cs of ftate to abafe 
himfelf before the Grand Monarch, occafioned a well known witty reply of that Doge to a 
queflioirof a French courtier, who alkinghim, which was thcgreatcll rarity of all the fine 
‘♦’•things he had feeu at^Paris r” which after his humiliation, Louis had commanded to be 
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1685 flicwn to him, facetioiifly replied, “ that he thduglit'himfclf' tlie greateft rarity he had feeh'at 
“ Paris.” 

‘We arc now dome to the famous Revocation of wftat ‘was'bdfore deemed the perpetual aird 
Irrevocable Edifl of Nantes : by which cdilEt the Proteftahts in b'rance enjoyed the free and 
public toleration and cxcrcife Of their religious mode of woffttip, and of their faith, do£lrinc, 
and difciplinc. A revocation which, on one hand, proved very lamentable to many hundred 
thoufahds of hOneft and innocent people in' that kingdom ; more cfpecially to fuch as, by age 
and infirmities Of body, were difabled from fecking an afylum clfewhere : but which, on the 
' other hand, was produftiye of much good to almoft all the Proteftant countries of Europe ; 
but more cfpecially to the commerce of Holland and England, whilft it greatly difiurbed that 
of France, Uiid deprived her of grdat fums of money carried away by thofe refugees into other 
countries. 

It is neither Our province nor intent to dcfcribc Louis the Fourteenth’s motives for fetting 
on foot a cruel perfeemion of fo many of his beft and moft induftrious fubjefts ; of which fo 
rrinch has been written and publiflied in moft European languages ; our proper province being 
purely to fliew its very confidcrable influence on the commerce and mauufafturcs of the other 
• nations of Europe. 

The people whom Louis thus violently forced out of his kingdom were, generally through- 
’ out all France, the heft merchants, manufaftufers, and artificers, of that kingdom. There 
are very various accounts of the total number of them : thofe who reckon up all who retired 
from France Tome time before, as well as immediately Upon, and alfo fomc years aftet, this 
revocation, got fo high as one million of men, women, and children. This poflibly may be 
an exaggerated calculation. Others, as the fuppofed illuftrious and royal author of the Me- 
moirs of Brandenburgh, feckoning only thofe who withdrew immediately upon the faid revo- 
cation, make their number fomewhat more than three hundred tlioufand perfons “ carry- 
ing witli them their induftry and their Ikill in manufadlurc to thofe places of refuge.— 
“ Thofe,” fays he, “ who had moft money, retired into England and Holland : but the moft 
** induftrious part of them fettled in Brandenburgh ; whither they brought all forts of manu- 
failures which we before wanted, by crefting fabrics of cloth, ferges, ftulFs, druggets, 
“ crapes, caps, ftockings, liats ; and alfo the dying of all forts of colours.-— They were in 
‘ number about twenty thousand at firft ; butthey'foon multiplied : and foon alfo made am- 
** pie returns to their generous benefaftor the Elcflor Frederic William. Berlin,” adds the 
Tuppofed royal hiftorian, now had goldfmiths, jewellers, watchmakers, and carvers ; and 
fuch as were fettled in the open country planted tobacco, and variety of fruits and pulfe. 
“ That great ElcQor allowed the refugees an annual penfion of forty thoufand crowns, which 
“ to this day.” Others make the total number of refugees to be eight hundred thoufand. A 
part of the fuburbs of London, lays Voltaire, in his Age of Louis the Fourteenth, (meaning 
Spitalflelds) was peopled entirely with French manufadurers in iilk. For other arts, fome 
thoufands of them helped to people the fuburbs of 'Soho and St. Giles’s. Others of them 
carried to England the art of making chryftal in peife^lion, which for that fame reafon, was 
about this fame time, loft in France. He fays, in vol. i. that only fix hundred tlioufand 
fled from the p'erfecution of Louis i carrying with them their riches, their induftry, and im- 
placable hatred againft their King. And wherever they fettled, they became an addition to 
** the enemies of France, and greatly inflamed thofe powers already inclined. to war.” 
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1685 It may fcem fomewbat ftrange, that more of them did not fettle in England, confidcring 
the general liberty of this free nation ; yet, through the too general and impolitic avcrfion of 
the £ngli& to all ftrangcrs, even though fulFering for thc Proteftant religion, and their mo- 
nopolizing corporation cities and towns ; and, on the other hand, the great immunities, &c. 
allowed them in Holland, Switzerland, Germany, and FrulHa ; we arc not to wonder that 
not above fifty thoufand of them did actually fettle in England j where, inftcad of doing us 
hurt, they have proved a great and manifeft blefllng, by improving fome of our ancient arts 
and manufaftures, and likewifc by introducing various new ones. Otliers, however, think, 
that, in all, there were fettled in Great Britain and Ireland, at Icaft feventy thoufand of thofe 
refugees. ' , ' . ' 

France, by its profitable commerce with England, &Cr having acquired great riches in the 
times preceding tliis revocation j did not immediately feel the bad cfFcfts of driving out fo 
many induftrious merchants, manufafturers, and artificers r, yet, in procefs of time, fire found 
her manufaftures and inland trade greatly decayed in confcqucnce of it. The Englilh people, 
affifted Wy thofe refugees, having eltabliflfed fcveral French fnanufaftures and fabrics never 
before made in England ; and which welhall never more take from France, as we have, in 
moft cafes, excelled our teachers in them. But as many of thofe refugees were eminent mer- 
chants and manufacturers, and did undoubtedly bring along with them much money and 
clFeCts, 1 have feen a computation at the lowelt fappofition of only fifty thoufand of thofe 
people coming to Great Britain, and that, one with another, they brought fixty pounds each 
■ii\,moncy or cfFeCts ; fo that they added three millions fterling, to the wealth of Britain. 

The author ofthchiftory of tbeEdiCt of Nantes, printed at Delft, in the year 1695, takes 
fpecial notice of the great number of civil officers who had been in the French King’s fervice ; 
fo confidcrable as to fill all the courts of Europe with them. I’hat, moreover, fo many of 
the young noblcfle, trained up for the army, withdrew at the fame time, as to form whole 
companies of -foldiers in the Dutch and Brandenburg fervice. In England, even in King 
James the Second’s reign, large colleftions were made for the refugees ; who, at the revolution, 
by King William’s acceffion to the throne, had fifteen thoufand pounds yearly each fettled on 
fucji as cither were perfons of quality, or were, through age, &c. unable to fupport thcmfelves. 
To the French refugees England owes the improvement of fcveral of its manufafturcs of flight 
woollen fluffs, of filk, linen, paper, glafs, hats, (the two laft linree brought to the utraoft 
perfection by us.) The filks called alamodcs and luftrings were entirely owing to them ; alfo 
brocades, fattins, black and coloured mantuas ; black paduafoys, ducapes, watered tabbies, 
black velvets ; alfo watchcs« cutlery ware, clocks, jacks, locks, furgeons inffruments, hard- 
ware, toys, &c. * 

The two firit Kings pf Pruffia caufed collections to be made for them throughout their do- 
minions ; they alfo fettled Itipends on their clergy, built them churches, grante'd them immu>- 
nities from taxes and offices : fo wife were thofe Princes, as aCtualiy to have placed their agents 
on the confines of France, for conducting thofe refugees to Brandenburg, bearing their ex- 
pences all tlw way. They alfo fettled great numbers of them in their new kingdom of Pruffia, 
which was then |}ut thin of people; there they bad lands affigned them, gratis and tax free, as 
alfo in Brandenburg: t in Berlin they have fince built many new flreets, and, as above, greatly 
improved the whole- country, by manufacture, arts, agriculture, Ccc. 'J'hofc Kings divided 
4theoj into colonies, Rnd appointed them magiftrates oFtheir own. 
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1685 The great Eleftor Frederic William allowed them a yearly pjenlion of forty thoufand' 
crowns: he brought in the ufc of poll houfes, till then unknown in Germany. ThellrectS' 
of his towns were paved, and enlightened by lantliorns ; for till then the courtiers were oblig- 
ed to go in Hilts to Fotfdam, when the court refided there, becauic of the heaps of dirt in the 
Hreets^. 

“ Nothing, (fays Monfieur Huet, faid to have been the author of certain Memoirs of the 
Dutch Commerce) “ has increafed the inhabitants as well as manufaAures of Holland fo much' 
** as the French Proteftant Refugees, who were almoft all of them merchants and artifans.’* 
And even thi^ French and Popifh BiHiopadds, that “ whenever trade is clogged or conllrain- 
“ cd in any country, it will retire to other countries where it can have more fafety.” The 
author of The HHlory of the Edi£t of Nantes, alfo obferves, “ that the liberality of the States 
General of the United Netherlands to thofe innocent refugees was fo greats that it can 
*• fcarcely be too amply deferibed. They fettled a fund for an incredible number of penfions 
“ to military officers, gentlemen, and minifters ; and for fupplics to virgins and ladies of 
“ quality. Great fums alfo were raifed for fupporting their poor, for whom liberal collcftions 
‘t were rriade in all their towns and villages : and the Prince aird Princefs of Orange were 
“ bright examples for that charity, both before and after they became monarebs of Britain. 
“ The Prince of Eaft Frielland alfo teftified his zeal for their relief” 

Voltaire, in the fccond volume of his age of Louis the Fourteenth, chap; K. fays, “ that’ 
“ near fifty thoufand families left France in the fpacc of three years, and were afterwards fol- 
lowed by others ; who introduced their arts, inanufadfures, and riches among f^astgers : 
“ that almoft all the north part of Germany (a country hitherto rude and void of induftry) 

“ received a nevy face from the multitude of refugees tranftated thither : peopling entire 
“ cities, where ftuffs, Ikce, hats, ftockings, formerly imported from France, were now made.” 

Neither were the Proteftant Cantons of Switzerland Icfs kind and bountiful to fuch of thofe 
good people who took fhelter amongft them ; by fupplying them with every ncccflary, and 
even by fettling penfions on them. In a few months after this revocation, the city of Geneva^ 
doubled her inhabitants : yct^ left France ftioukl refent it, the magiftrates were obliged to 
fend them away again. The Landgrave of Hcfle-Caflel received them in great numbers, and 
was extremely kind to them. Even the Lutheran Princes received them kindly, and cre£ted 
churches, fchools, and hofpitals for them; particularly the Ptinccs of Lunenburg, the free 
cities of Germany, the Margrave of Barcith, &c. They, in fliort, freed themfelvcs through- 
out every other part of Europe, where any degree of freedom or toleration of private judg- 
ment, in matters of religion, was allowed, as In Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Livonia, Po- 
land, and Ruffia. Some even wandered as far as our American colonies : and wherever they 
were received they became a fubftantial bleffing to their benefaflors, by improving their trade 
and manufaftures : moreover, many of them having been eminent merchants, fuch of thofe 
who fixed in England and Holland, fettled correfpondencies all over tire world, greatly to the 
increafe of commerce. 

On tliis interefting fubjefi, we can fcarcely judge it a digreffion, in joining with Penfionary 
Dc Witt, in his, fo often quoted, Intereft of Holland, in behalf of the freedom of toleration 
of religion, “ as being highly conducive to the increafe of commerce to the preferving our 
“ people at home, — and the alluring of ftrangers to come and fettle with. us. For,” adds he, 
all civilized people muft be fuppofed to pitch upon fome outward fervice of God as the beft, 

** and to be averfe from all other forms : and fuch perfons will abhor even to travel, and 
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1685 “ much more to refidc in countries where they arc not permitted to ferve God outwardly* 
** after the manner they like beft. Yet the clergy, almoft every where but In Holland, having 
a fettled livelihood, which depends not on the political welfare of the land, do, through 
human frailty, teach and preach up all that can have a tendency to their own credit, profit, 
and cafe, even though it be to the ruin of their own country.*’ He then goes on to fhew 
how they perfccutc dilTcntcrs from them, tidio iheologica^ as he phrafes it : “ whereas,” adds 
he, all Chrillian clergymen ought to reft fatisfied, according to their tnafter’s doftrine, w ith 
enlightening and perfuafion alone, and fhould be far fro.m compulfion, either by fpiritual 
‘‘ or bodily punlfhments. How prejudicial fuch coercive praftices are, efpecially in rich trad- 
‘‘ ing cities, Lubeck, Cologne, and Aix-la-Chapelle may inflruft us where both the rulers 
and fubjefts of thofe lately fo famous cities, have, fincc the reformation, loft moft of their 
wealth, chiefly by fuch compulfion in religion : many of their inhabitants being driven out, 
and ftrangers likewife difeouraged from coming to refide in them in coiifequeiice of it. 

In this firft year of King James the Second, an aft of Parliament, cap. iv, granted to him 
new duties on tobacco, and fugar : and this, we inuft obferve, was the firft time that tobacco 
and fugar, of our own colonies,' were particularly taxed by name : there being, till now, only 
iweivc-pencc per pound, or five per cent, laid' on them under the general name of poundage, 
as on all other imported goods. ,But, fince this time, thofe two moft valuable commodities 
have proved very confiderable aids to the nation, in its revenue; 

French merchandize being prohibited to be imported into England, in the year 1678, as 
we'havc fecn, for three years to come, and to the end of the next feffion of Parliament, and 
there having been no Parliament during the remainder of King Charles the Second’s reign ; 
K ing James the Second, hi the very beginning of his reign, having great occafion for ihe 
friendfliip of the French King, for enabling him to accomplifli the two grand points he had 
ill view, viz. the cftabllfliing of Popery and of defpotic power in England, got an aft of Par- 
liament pafled, cap. vi. abfolutely to repeal tlic faid prohibition. Whereupon enfued an in- 
undation of French commodities, to Hie value of above four millions fteiling, within the 
compafs of Icfs than three years time; whereby all the evils formerly complained of were re- 
newed ; fo that the nation would have been foon beggared, had it not been for the happy re- 
volution, 'in the year 1688 ; when all commerce with France was cfFeftually barred. 

The firft volume of the authentic treatife, entitled, The Britifli Merchant, p. 319, gives it 
us from the Cuftom-houfe books, that the linen alone imported in the year 1686, was valued 
at no Icfs than three hundred and ninety-eight ihoufand fix hundred and eleven pounds four- 
teen (hillings and ten pence, befide clandeftine importations thereof. And at a medium of 
three years, viz. in the years 1686-7-8, there were annually imported from France, viz, 
wines, eighteen thouiand one hundred and fifty tons; brandy, four thoufand tesns. 

And tbtd, p. 325-6, at a medium of tlircc years, annually, in value imported from France, 


Linens, — — ~ — 

Luftrings and alamodos, — ~ — 

Other filk fabrics •— — . — • 

^ — — 

r. d. 

700.000 0 0 
212,500 0 0 

500.000 0 0 
50,000 0 0 

'Total, 

1,462,500 0 0 


Such, 
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Such, however, were the kind returns of Louis, to our then King, that but two year*- 
after this, viz. in the year 1687, he prohibited the importation of irtoft of our woollen ma- 
jiufaftures into France. Yet fo violently bent was James on purfuing the two grand points 
above-named, tliat, though naturally inclinable to favour commerce, yet he facrificed- the great 
interefts of his kingdom rather than give them up. 

By an a£l of'^arliament of the fifteenth of Ring Charles the Second, cap. xiv. the revenue 
of the General Poft-olfice, (and afterwards alfo twenty-four thoufand pounds yearly out of the 
hereditary excife) was fettled bn the Duke of York and his heirs male. In this firft year of 
the laft-named Prince’s reign, by the name of King James the Second, his obfeqnious Par- 
liament enaded, cap. xii. that both thofe revenues lhall hereafter be to him, his heirs, and- 
fucceflbrs, one entire and Indefeafible eftate in fee-fimple. So that the faid Poft-o£Bce revenue 
was made the King of Great Britain’s private eftate for ever, and therefore is never to be ac- 
counted for by him to Parliament, as all public revenues are. It was now eftimated at lixty-- 
five thoufand pounds per annum. 

For the encouraging of Ihip-building, greatly decayed in Newcaftle, Hull, Yarmouth, Ipf- 
w*ich, and other ports of England on the caftern coafts, occafioned chiefly by the employing 
fo many foreign built Ihips in tlic coal trade, (this is far from being fo in our days) and other 
inland or coafting trades -, there was a duty of five Ihillings per ton laid on all fuch fliipping, 
in this firft year of King James the Second, by aft of Parliament, cap. xviii. one half thereof 
to be for the ufe of the cheft at Chatham, and the other to the corporation of Trinity'-houfe, 
towards the relief of wounded and decayed fcamen, their widows and children. * 

The weftern fuburbs of London continually increafing, more efpecially in tlxe parilh of St, 
Martin in the Fields, on a parcel of ground called Kemps-fieldj whereon towards the latter 
part of the reign of King Charles the Second, fevcral new ftreets wereerefted ; the inhabitants 
had, in this year 1685, obtained an aft of Parliament, cap, xx. to enable them to ereft the 
fame into a diftinft parilh by tlie name of St. Anne’s within the liberty of Weftminfter, and 
to tax themfelvcs for finilhing their new church of that name. 

Arid in the fame year another aft of Parliament, (the laft aft palTcd in King James’s reign, 
cap. xxii.) erefts another parilh in the faid fuburbs, to be called St. James’s, in the liberty of 
"Weftminfter ; till now part of the aforefaid parilh of St. Martin itt tlie Fields. It appears by 
that aft, that the Earl of St. Alban’s (Henry Jermyn, then dcceafed) and the other inhabi- 
tants of the new ftreets called Jermyn Street, Jcc. in a place formerly called St. James’s Fields,' 
had been at the expence of above feven thoufand pounds for ereft ing their new church and 
laying out their church yard, but not having yet fiailhed the faid church-, nor a manfion- 
houfe for its miniftcr, &c. they were hereby enabled fo to do by a rate on the inhabitants. It 
appears ^by this aft, tliat feveral parts of this new parilh were notthen built up into ftreets,- 
which, however, are fo in our days. 

At tills time, and particularly in this fame year 1685, there was not a little written both 
in England and Holland, on the fubjeft of making fca water frefti. Propofals were made 
and patents granted for the fame, as being of fo great a benefit for failors on long voyages. 
Yet even to this day, notwithftanding various later propofals,. there has been no effeftual 
progrefs made therein ; though, from fome fuccelfive difcoverics, this projeft rather oflers- 
hopes of future fuccefs. 

In this firft year of King James the Second’s reign he coined gold of twenty-two carats fine,, 
and two carats allay, into forty-four pounds ten ihillings by tale, per pound of gold, viz. into 

pieces 
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r685 pieces of ten, twenty, and forty fhiHIngs, and five pound pieces-; and his filver coins coh- 
tained in a poupd weight of the old ftandard, into fixty-two ftiillings by tale, viz. crowns^ 
half crowns, (hillings, fix-pcnccs, groats, two-pcnces, and pence. The ftandards the famo 
as in our days. 

Pope Innocent XI. being loaded with fo vaft a debt to his fubjefts, as forty millions of 
Roman crowns, (which at five (hillings and fix-pence fterllng each, made eleven millions 
fterling; he poflibly took the following reduftion fcheme from what had been done by the 
States of Holland thirty years before, viz. in the year 1655, as we have (licwn under that 
year; and as in Britain has been often done fince, and particularly the firft time in the- 
year 1716. 

For that Pope finding that, in the year 1685, his faid great debt, with an intereft of only 
four per cent, thereon, had rifen in current price to be worth one hundred and twcnty-twch 
per cent, he firft, warily, provided a ready cafti of three or four millions of crowns ; and 
thereupon ilTued a declaration, that fuch as would for the future be fatisfied with an intereft 
of three per cent, inftead of four, (liould declare their confent by a limited time ; and that fucli 
as chofe rather to be paid off their principal debt, might come and receive it. This option 
made all the creditors accept of the propofals of continuing at three per cent, by payments of 
half per cent, every two months, rather than take their principal money. And it fee ms 
though the intereft was thus reduced, the principal, in a very (hort time after, rofe at market 
to one hundred and twelve per cent. Vide Bilhop Burnet’s Letters and Travels, and alfo 
(from him) Paterfon’s Wednefday’s Club in Friday Street. 

This is the fecond inftance of the good fuccefs of a National Sinking Fund, in Europe. 

In France an excliifive company being eftablilhcd for a trade to the river of Senegal, on the 
weft coaft of Africa, for gum, gold duft, (laves, leather, wax, &c. from Cape Blanco to the 
Cape of Good Hope, in the year 1679; they were farther conliriiKd, in 168 r, by the name 
of the Royal Senegal Company. 

But, in the year 1685, the French King’s declaration taking notice that the faid Senegal 
Company poffeffed an cxclufive trade for an extent of above fifteen hundred leagues of coaft, 
and thereby excluded all his other fubjefts from trading in the above commodities, as alfo in 
negro flaves for the ufe of the French Weft India colonics : (this laft was the true fccret) he 
now eftablifltes a Guinea Company, for twenty years, for negroes, gold duft, &c. exclufive 
of all others, from the river Serra Leone to the Cape of Good Hope ; leaving to the before- 
named Senegal Company all the coaft from Cape Blanca to Serra Leone. 

On this ^ccafion, it will be no digrelTion to remark, the great alteration which the tranf- 
plantation of animals, as weft as of vegetables, makes, by the difference of climate, air, lati- 
tude,, &c. The Portuguefe fettled in Angola, &c. on the African coaft, in a few generations 
gradually contraft the complexion of the natives, even their woolly hair, thick lips, and flat 
nofes : and negroes born in Europe become gradually more light colrured, Ou:* Englilh 
maftiff dogs arc known to degenerate on the continent. Spanifti horfes do the fame in the 
Spani(h Weft Indies; yet in Chili alone they are faid to meliorate the breed. By tranfplant- 
ing the' vines on the banks of the Rhine, the rich wine of the Canaries was firft produced : 
fomc fay alfo, that from the faid vine, tranfplanted a fccond time to the Dutch colony at the 
Cape of Good Hope, has been produced that mod delicious Cape wine ; though others think 
it fprung from a Burgundy vine. The China oranges, whiqji are feat in fuch immenfe quan^^ 
titles from Portugal all over Europe, Came originally from a China plant, and have fince been 
3 tranfplanted. 
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1,685 -ti^nfplan ted, profperiii Spain and Italy. And the fame may be obfcrved of many oflicr 

fruits, plants, and vegetables, which, through the advantages of commerce aqd navigation, 
all tlic countries Df Europe now enjoy, though unknown to olderthnes. . 

Although the Engli/h Eall India Compands affairs were faid at this time to have been fo 
profpecous, that its profits in nine years time, viz. from ^676 to 1685, amounted to nine 
liundred and fijrty-tlircc tlioufand fix hundred and tbirty«nihe pounds ; yet, as all things on 
-earth are unflable, a reverfe of fortune happened at this very period. 

It feems the Indians had killed fomc of this company’s people. at Hughicy, in the Bay of 
Bengal, and that thereupon their governors commenced. war againil the Mogul. 

The company alleged, that the proper origin of this war was the falfc reports, induftrioully 
fpread by the interlopers, againft them; — fudi as, that the company was fallen under the 
djfpleafure of our King ;~that our nation at home was under great dtfturbances ; — and that 
they thcmfclves (the interlopers) were the true company. They alfo had corrupted many of 
the company’s fervants, whereby a revolt had been occafioned at Bombay, and alfo at St.' 
Helena, where they fet up for themfelvcs. The company further urged, that this dividing 
the. Englifii intereft in India, not only made the Mogul’s governors and rajas break through 
all their ancient engagements and -ftipulations Vj«Ith the company, and thereby deprive them of 
many valuable privileges in India, but even extorted great fums of money from both parties* 
For the company alleged, that tlie interlopers fubmitted to any impofitions, fo as they might 
.carry on the trader tliey having, moreo\^r, formerly given a handle to the Dutch to expel 
the company from Bantam, in the year 1682. , • 

All which coijfiderations being laid before King James the Second, and rt being apprehend- 
ed, that, unlefs fome effeftual care was fpeedily taken, the whole Engllfh Intereft in India 
Avould:be utterly loft.; a (hip of war w^as immediately difpatched to India, with orders to feize 
on all interlopers, and therewith a proclamation from the King for all his fubjefls in India to 
repair to the company’s forts and faftories, and to fubmit to their jurifdiftion. At the fame 
time, the company fent out fcveral warlike (hips for the faid purpofct 

Laftly, For corroborating ihe whole, on the twelfth of April 1686, that King granted them 
a new charter, being their fixth fince the reftoratien.; wherein he recites, at large, tlie five 
preceding charters, .and fubjoins, That, whereas feveral perfons, in contempt of tlioi’e 
“ charters, have, of late years, prefumed, without licence from the company, to fend out 
(hips and to trade within tl>cir limits, to .the company’s great damage and the deftrufi ion 
“ of that trade;-— he, well weighing how highly it imports the honour and welfare of the 
realm to redrefs fuch diforders, and to improve that trade to the utmoft: and being fully 
‘‘ fatisfied, that the fame cannot be maintained and carried on to national advantage, but by 
“ one general joint (lock ; and that a loofe and general trade will be the ruin of th wliole : 
being aHb fatisfied, that the faid trade had been managed by the faid company to tlie honour 
and profit of this nation :"tLnd being defirous to encsourage the company in their difficult 
‘‘ and hazardous trade and adventures to thofc remote parts. He ratified all the preceding 
charters, in their favour, for ever ; and in their fullcft extent, notwithftanding any non- 
ufer, mifufer, or abufer: and further grants to the company, and thdr refpeftive prefidents^ 
** agents, chiefs, and councils in India, or to any three of them, (whereof fuch prefident, 
agent, or chief, to be one) power to adminiftcr to allperfons, employed by the company, 
the oath taken by every freeman of the company, and fuch other lawful oaths as their Ciourl 
of Direftors (hall appoint. The ufc of tjie marlhal law (hall extend to the ifle of St. Hc- 

Icna, 



JT. n. 


OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


S7S 


1685 Icna, and to the company’s fort of Pryaman, on t|je weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as to 
** their other limits, 

** And, further, underftandlng, that many of the native princes and governors of India, 
. &c. taking opportunity from the divisions, diftraftions, or rebellions amongft the Englifli, 

** occafioned by the late licentious trading of interlopers,*’ (this was the firft time that the 
word interlopers was ufcd in a royal charter) ** have of late violated many of the conlpany*s 
privileges ; furprized their fervants, (hips, and goods ; befieged their fadtories ; invaded 
their liberties; and have, many otl>er ways, without juft caufe, abufed their chiefs and 
** ftiftors, to the nation’s diflionour; for all which the company intends to demand fatisfac- 
tion, in a peaceable Way ; and, if not obtained that way, to ufe force of arms, wherein they 
“ will have occafion to ufe their (hips in a warlike manner. Wherefore the King hereby 
grants full power to the company' to appoint admirals, vice admirals, rear admirals, cap- 
^ tains, &c. from time to time, who may raife and mufter feamen and foldiers, onboard 
“ their (hips, as (hall be direfted by the company, or by their captain-gencrarin India, who 
“ may feize on and compel all Englilh interlopers to fubmit; and may take their (hips and 
goods : alfo to make war on fuch Indian Princes as may hurt the company. And in time 
of open hoftiUty with any Indian nation, &c. they may, on the other fide the Cape of 
Good Hope, ufe the martial law on board their drips, as^ well as on land : referving, how- 
“ ever, liberty to the King, at pleafurc, to revoke this grant of martial law in their (hips. 
The company may alfo coin in their forts any fpecio of money ufually coined by the 
, princes of thofe countries only ; fo as it be agreeable to the ftandards of tbofe princes, in 
“ weight and finenefs ; and that they do not coin any European money; — and that all fuch 
money, fo to be coined by them, and not ^therwife, (liall be current in any city, towm, 
“ port, or place, within the company’s limits.” 

f686* In confcquence of the great power given to tlie company by this charter, thejy proceeded 
rigoroully againft the interlopers ; who, 011 the other hand, by their abettors and agents, did 
not fail to raife a great clamour againft the company, who, however, continued in the cxer- 
cifo of thofe powers till after the acceflion of King William to the throne. 

As Jamaica was hitherto principally inhabited by the military men, and their offspring, 
who had poffeffecl it ever (ince it was taken in the year 1656, thofe people, as generally dif- 
liking agriculture, betook themfelves to cruifing at fea againft the Spaniards, 011 the American 
feas, even after peace had been concluded between England and Spain, in America ; and, 
allured by the wealth acquired thereby, they continued that illegal praftice throughout all the 
reign of King Charles the Second, and to this time, and got the appellation of the Buccaneers 
of Jamaica ; fomc of whofc bold exploits againft the Spanilli towns and ports in Mexico, &c. 
would pafs for mere romances, had they not been too well known by both nations. 

In this fame year 1686, the French, though at peace with England in Europe, marched 
from' Canada, over land, and furprized four of the Hudfon’s Bay Company’s forts; fo that 
there only remained to us the fort at Port Nclfon : and this is the fivft time the French found 
the way over land, from Canada tc that Bay. 

In November, this fame year, the Kings of England ard France concluded a treaty of 
peace and neutrality for America*; (vide vol. i. p. 246, of A General Colleftion of Treaties, 


fccond edition, 1732,) whereby, 

Articles I. and IT. It was agreed, that there (hould be between them a firm peace, as 
well in South as in North America, in botli continent and iflands, by fca and land : and 

tliat 
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1686 that no Ihips pf either nation lhall be permitted to invade or attack the dominions of th6 
other in America. 

III. “ Nor fliall any foldiers, or armed men, living cither in the Englilh or French Arne- 
rican iflands and colonies, commit any aft of hoftility or damage to either party ; nor lhall 
they give any affiftance or fupplies of men or viftuals to the wild Indians, with whom cither 
King {hall hmc vvar. 

IV. V. Both Kings {hall retain and poiTefs all the dominions and prerogatives they now 
enjoy in America. And therefore the fubjefts, inhabitants, commanders, and mariners of 

** each King, refpeftively, {hall abfolutely abftain from trading to, or filhing in all or any 
‘‘ of the places fo poflefiTed, or which {hall be poffelTcd by the other; cither in their havens, 
bays,* creeks, roads, or other places. And fliips or velTels found fo trading or fifliing as 
. V aforefaid, iliall be confifcated with their ladings : — Always provided, that the freedom of 
navigation be in no manner diflurbed, where nothing is committed againft the genuine 
fenTc of this treaty. 

VI. “ Ships of war, as well as merchant {hips, being forced through ftrefs of weather, or 
** purfiicd by pirates and cnemi:?s, or through any other urgent nccenity, to take Ihelter into 
any of the rivers, creeks, havens, ports, &c. belonging to the other in America, fliall be 
“ treated kindly, protefted, and fupplied with refrefliments and all things needful, at rcafon- 
** ablc' rates j and may depart whither and when they fliall pleafe. Provided they do not break 
bulk, nor fell any of their ladings, nor receive any merchandize on l)oard, nor employ 
theinfelves in fifliing; under the forfeiture of fliips and goods. But before they enter fuch 
ports, they lhall, at coming in, hangout the flag of their nation, and lhall alfo givcf notice 
"of their fo coming in, by firing a cannon thrice, or, if they have no cannon, a mufket 
thrice : otlieiwife they lhall forfeit as above. 

VIL ‘‘ Ships of either nation, ftranded or Ihipwreokcd, fliall have friendly affiftance and 
relief. 

VIII. ‘‘ But if three or four fliips together be driven into the ports of either nation, fo 
“ as to give juft ground of fufpicion; they fliall flay no longer than the governor or 
“ other magiftratc of fuch port will allow them, after fupplying tliem with ncceffaries as 

above. 

IX. “ The King of Great Britain's fubjefts, of the ifland of St. Chriftopher, may fetch 
fait from the fait ponds there. As, on the_othcr hand, the French fubjefts of St. Chrif* 
topher’s may enter into the rivers of the great road, to provide tbemfclvcs witii water. 

“ But both thefe mutual permiffions muft only be done in the day time. And they lhall 
on both fides hang out their flags and fire a cannon thrice, &c. as in the fixth article.’^ 
St. Chriftopher’s (as wc have already fecn) was equally divided between England and 
France. * 

X. “ Neither nation lhall harbour the barbarous or wflld, inhabitants or flaves, or the 
“ goods which they may have taken from the fubjefts of the other iiatioii; nor fliall they 
•“ proteft them. 

XI. The governors, officers, and fubjefts of either nation llsall not moleft nor difturb 
the fubjefts of the other, in fettling their refpeftive colonics, and in their commerce and 
navigation 

XII. XIII. The Ihipa of war and privateers of either nation lhall be ftriftly enjoined not 
^ toinjurc the other, as lhall alfo their privileged companies : othexwilb they lhall be punifli^ 

cd. 
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ed, and alfo fatisfy for all damages. — For which end, they lhall be obliged, before they it- 
** ceive their commiilions, to give fccurity to the amount of one thoufand pounds ftcrling, or 
“ thirteen thoufand livres ; and if any fuch fliip has above one hundred and fifty men, then 

for two thoufand pounds fterling, or twenty-fix thoufand livres : on pain of forfeiting their 
** commiffions.— -Alfo the flxip fhall be liable to make fatisfaftion for injuries a4id damages 
“ done by her. 

XIV. “ The governors and officers of either nation fhall be ft ridtly enjoined to give no 
“ affiftance nor proteftion to any pirates, of what nation' foever they may be : and lhall 
“ alfo punifh, as pirates, all fuch as' fhall fit out any fhip without lawful comuiiffion and au- 
“ thority. 

XV. “ No fubjefts of either King fhall take a cominiffion or letters of mart for privatecr- 
“ ing in America, from any prince or ftate with which the other is at war ; otherwife he 
“ fhall be puniflicd as a pirate. 

XVI. “ The French King’s ftibjefts fhall have liberty to fifh for turtles in the ifland of 
“ Cayaman.” — A fmall iftandweft of Jamaica. 

The other four articles are of no importance, being only the ufual forms of provifos, in cafe 
of a rupture between the two nations, or of complaints of diftcrences arifiiig on either fide in 
America. 

It is cafy to fee, by this remarkable treaty, how egregioufly the Frtnch King impofed on 
hii dupe. King James. For, 

Firft, The American ifles belonging to France, were then much more feeble than ours ; 
and as the Buccaneers from Jamaica might poffibly have made very free with them, James 
hereby gave them entirely up as pirates. 

Secondly, The uli ptjideits, hereby ftipulatcd, fecured to France the poflcffion of forac of 
her colonics, to which England, till now, had ftrong pretenfiorts.— And, 

Thirdly, It may be faid, that, by this pacification, France had an advantageous refpite for 
the improving of both her ifland and continent colonies in America, and of which fhe made a 
very good ufe to our coft. 

Fourthly, Here is no mention of the four forts taken from our company in Hudfon’s Bay; 
not known in England when this treaty was concluded. 

Wc muft, however, on the other hand, obferve, that by thefe treaties of peace and neutral- 
ity, for America ; 

Firft, Between Spain and Holland, in 1648. 

Secondly, Between Portugal and Holland, in f66i. 

Thirdly, Between England and Spain, in 1670. And, 

Fourthly, The laft named treaty between England and France; the 'pofleffions ef thofc fc- 
veral potentates, in America, were afeertained, and the fireedora of commerce In tbofe fess was 
more firmly eftablilhed than had hitherto been efFeded. 

The Dutch being, in this year i68fi, at war with the Algerines, the latter were lhamtfully 
encouraged therein by King James II. of England, who, for fomc time, permitted thefti the 
aife of bis ports, and to fell their prizes in England ; whereby they had ' opportunities, as ob- 
ferved by Burchett, in bis Naval Hiftory, to go out as they plcafed, and to cruife againft the 
Hollanders, from whom, in the fpace of fix montlis, the Algerines took, in or near the Chan- 
fsel, above thirty rich merchant ihips . . 

Voh IL . 4 D 


Accord^ 



578 a‘m historical ahd chronological deduction 

A, D. 

i(J86 According to Sir William Petty’s fourth Eflay on Political Arithmetic, licenfed in the year 
1686, and printed in the year 1687, the proportion of the eight under-named cities, as ta 
their number of inhabitants, is as follows^ viz. 

London, - - • 696,000 

Paris, - - - - - 488,000* 

AiMerdam « - > - 187,000* 

Venice, - - - , » 1-34,000* 

Rome, - - - - 125,000 

Dublin, - - - - 69,000 

Rouen - - - - 66,000* 

Briftol *- - - 48,000* 

• N. B. He makes the medium of the annual burials at London to be twenty-three thonfaud 
two hundred and twelve, which number multiplied by thirty, as one perfon out of every 
thirty is generally fuppofed to die in London in a year, gives fix hundred and ninety-fix thou- 
fand three hundred and fixty. 

This humour of magnifying London, and of Icflening Paris and other foreign cities, was 
probably pleafing to the King ; but, I conceive, was far from being juft. And with refpeft 
to London’s medium of burials, furcly the bills of mortality in our time muft be egregioufly 
erroneous, if, after fo many thoufand houfes have been added to London, it does not, per- 
haps, much exceed that number. This, therefore, could anfwer no good end, and was only 
deceiving ourfclves. Poflibly every one of the faid cities marked thus * are confidcrabl^ uadcr 
computed, but more efpecially Paris and Amftcrdatp ; whidi furcly could anfwer no wife or 
folid purpofe. 

1687 In the year 1687, King James IT. of England, appointed commiffioners to^treat with thofc 
appointed by the F rench King, for the reftitution of the Englilh forts taken the preceding year 
in Hudfon’s Bay. Thofe coramiflioners reported to King James, that they had clearly made 
out his abfolutc right to tlic whole bay and ftreight of Hudfon, and to the lands adjoining, as 
well as to the forts taken by France, and the foie trade to all parts within the faid ftreight and 
bay. Whereupon our faid King declared, that he would infill on full reftitution, and on fa- 
tisfaftion to the company, whofelofs, by the invafion of the French in the preceding year, 
amounted to one hundred and eight thoufand five hundred and fourteen pounds nineteen fliil- 
lings and eight pence, as was afterwards fet forth by tlie company m their petition to Queen 
Anne, in the year 1712, though never paid tg this day.' The refult of tliis patched up treaty 
with France was, that Louis agreed to reftore thofe forts to the company : yet being fare of 
our King, he retained Fort Charles in his hands ; according, to Roger Coke, in his laft page 
ef the DetcQion of the Court and State ofEngland. , 

In this* fame year 1687, the Dutch Eaft India Ihips imported from the ille of Ceylon, one 
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds weight of cinnamon ; which, though Icfs in quantity 
than- in fome years before, does, ncverthclefs, demonftratc the great importance of that illand 
to the company. 

We may here, once more remark, that perfecution, and tlie dread of the prevalence of Po- 
. pery, did, in this reign, as well as towards the clofe of the laft, drive’ numbers of Proteftant 
DiCenters to fettle in New England, New York, &c. which brought a confidcrable acceflioa 
of ftrength and improvement to thole colonies. - 

Pont^ 
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7 Pont^Chartrain, the French Prime Minifter, being an enemy to their Eaft India Company, 
it is no jvondcr that they did not proiper. Their importing iinmenfe quantities of white cot- 
■tons, and caufing them to be painted in France, in the manner of the Indies, drew the enmi- 
ty of the' French manufafturers upon them, the falc of the company’s cottons and filks being 

•execflivciy injurious la rhjm i f? ?C:it-Chartrain proa::::! Tm edih oFthis year 1687, a- 
gainft the unlimited importation thereof ; in confequcnce of which, that company declined 
more and more : and the war of the grand alliance againft f>ance alfo deprefled that company 
much ; which, in faft, was never able to fucced to any great p^rpofe, till after the peace of 
Utrecht: in the mean time, having no ability themf^lves to carry on an extenfive trade, they 
were conftrained to let out their privileges to fome private merchants of St. Malocs, who got 
rich by a trade in which the company could not proiper : and thus it remained till the regency 
of the Duke of Orleans, in the minority of Louis XV. and the year 1719. 
i The gradual incrcafe of England’s foreign commerce and home manufaftures, the improve- 
ment of her lands and mines at home, and of her foreign colonies and plantations, had occa- 
lioned great wealth to be accumulated in the fpacc of about one hundred and fifty years paft; 
the nation not having been engaged much or long in foreign wars, and tbofe too moftly or 
principally naval ones, which had not caufed much of our treafure to be carried from us, any 
more than did our own civil w^ars. From thefe, and fimilar confiderations, fome authors, 
who wrote foon after this time, have been of opinion, that the Englilh nation was now in its 
zenith of commercial profperity ; yet, fince that period, notwithftanding our many and very 
• c}^’f>enfivc foreign land wars, the great confuraers of treafure, w o are very much incrcafed in 
commercial, as well as in royal ihipping ; — in onr manufaftures and foreign plantations, and 
in almoft every part of our general commerce, both foreign and domeftic. Neverthclefs, it 
muft needs be acknowledged, that about this fame year 1688, we were arrived at a very great 
degree of profperity in alt the before mentioned refpefts ; for the proof and iliuflration of 
which, the following brief memoirs of feveral very able authors will afford us confidprable 
l:ght, viz. 

I. We have an eminent inftance of the increafe of England’s commerce and Ihipping, in 
only twenty.-two years fpacc, from D’Avenant’s Difeourfes on the public Revenue and Trade 
of England, and alfo from Colllber’s Hiftory of Englifh Naval Affairs, printed in octavo, fe- 
cond edition, in the year 1739, if the computations be abfoliitcly exa£t, “ that the tonnage' of 
“ the merchant Ihips of England, in this year 168S, was near double to the tbnn gc of the 

year I 666. 

** Alfo that the tonnage of the navy royal, which, in the year 1660, was only fixty-two 
thoufand five hundred and ninety-four tons, was, in this year 1688, increafed to one hun- 
“ dred and one thoufand, and thirty-two tons.” ' 

II. D^Avenant further acquaints us, in part ii. of his faid Difeourfes, oftavo, 1698, p. 42, 
with whit he muft have beenperfcftly well verfed in, as he was Infpeftor General of the CuL 
toms, that in the year 1666, the farm of the cuftoms of England was but three hundred and 

nintty thoufand pounds yearly. Yet, from Michaelmas 1671 to Micliaclmas 1688, being 
feventeen years, the cuftoms yielded net to the crown, nine million four hundred and forty- 
feven tlioufand feven hundred and ninety-nine pounds, which, at a medium, was per an- 
num, five hundred and fifty-five thoufand feven hundred and fifty-two pounds.” 

III. The fame able author gives us alfo a view of the gradual increafe of the general renta 
of England, occafioned principally by the increafe of our commerce, and in part alfo by the 

4 D 2 great 
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i%S8 great improvements made in lands, byinclofing, manuring, andlakingin of waftegroands» 
and meliorating of what was poor and barren, viz. 

rS* The general rental of England, for lands, houfes, and mines, be^ 
fore we became confidcrablc in trade, viz. about the year 1600, did not 
exceed, per annum - - - • ^ 6;ooo,odo 

Which genprai rental we take liow (/. e. in the year 2698) to be - 14,000,000 

** Moreover, in the year 1600, the faid fix millions, at twelve years purchale, 

** (the common price of lands at that period) was worth but - - * 72,000,000- 

** Rut the lands, of England, at the rental of fourteen millions,, and 
worth eighteen ^cars purchafe, in the year 1688, amounted to - 2^2,000,000' 

* How amazing is this alterafion, in the fpacc oflcfs than one century.^ 

So profperous was the Dutch Eaft India Company at this time,, according to Conful Kcr's 
Remarks on Holland, publiflied at Amfterdam, in this fame year ifi88, and fince in Englifh, 
in Ker of Kerfland’s Memoirs, that they were faid to have thirty thoufand men in conftant 
•• pay, and above two hdndmd capital fhips, befide floops^ ketches, and yachts/’ 

The fame author, treating of the city and republic of Hamburg, obferves, That its thea 
greatnefs and vaft commerce were partly occafioned by the rcfidence of our Eiiglifh Conv- 
pany of Merchant Adventurexs ; but ftill much more by the Netherland Proteftants, who, 
in the Duke D’Alva’s time forfook the Low Countries and fettled here j and by the Protef- 
tants turned out of Cologne and other parts of Germany ; even although Hamburg be 
** forced to keep fix or feven thoufand men in- pay, to guard againft the continual alarms of 
the King of Denmark, or other neighbours ; bcfidcs two or three (hips of war to guard 
their merchant (hips from pirates ; yet their wealth and trade iucrcafc^daily,— And it is be- 
** believed, that, fraall and great, there are Belonging to this commonwealth/’ (L e* Ham- 
burg) five thoufand fail of (hips.— This author muft furcly be, in fome degree, miftaken, 
even although he (hould include in this computation, alPthehoys, lighters, &c. employed iix 
carrying goods up and down the river Elbe, &c. 

He adds, That after Amftcrdam, Genoa, and Venice, the bank of Hamburg is reckon- 
cd the chief in credit : but in trade the faid city is accounted the third in Europe, and 
** comes next to London and Amftcrdam, (he being now become the magazine of Germany, 
and of the Baltic and Northern Seas. — Hamburg gives great privileges to the Jews, and to 
all ftrangers whatever : but more cfpccially to the before-named Englifh Company of Mcr- 
** chant- Adventurers ; to whom they allow a large building, where they have a church, and 
wherein the deputy-governor, fccrctary, mintfters, and other officers of .the company-live, 
to whom the ipagiftrates make an annual prefenr of wine, beer, (heep, falmon* and ftur- 
Icon, ^in* their fcafons.”— Yet he acknowledges their bigotry, in not permitting the Calvi- 
nifts to have a public Church within their city, who arc forced to»go out of the gatc$ to Alte- 
na, a fine village, a quarter of an hour’s walk from Hamburg, belonging to the King. of Den- 
mark : who, though a Lutheran prince, has the wifdbm to allow the Calvinil^ a public 
church there : Which condudt of the Hamburgers" may polfifaly hereafter turn to theit great pre- 
judice/ He atfo obferves,' that the city of Lobcck has been guilty of the fsme bigotry 5 which 
city^ir at prefent much fallen from its priftinc fplendour and commerce, having been, in old 
titncS' fo powerful, as to wage war^ againft Denmark and Sweden, and tq conquer of 

places and illaiids, &:c. But here our author (hould have obferyed,, (bat tliofc 

coix- 
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vi688 ponquefts were maidc bjr Lubcck only as the heady but in the namcy and by tlic aids of the - 
otfier cities of the Hanfeatic League, ' 

We have elfewherc traced the rife, profperity, and declenfion of that city, and (hall there* 
fore now only obferye,^ with this autl^r, that their bigotry to Lutheranifm made their magi* 
flrates, through the perfuafion of th^ clergy, banifli the Papifts, C^vinifts, Jeu^s, and other 
dillenters, from their city and territory, to the almoft entire ruin of their commerce* He fays, 
That in his time,’* in the year 1688, they had not above Wo hundred (hips, nor any 
other territory but the city itfelf, and a fmall town named TravemuncL at the mouth of 
the river Trave, eight miles below Lubeck ; reft of their ancient territory being long (ince 
in the hands of the Danes and Swedes the former from Holftein, tlie latter from Wif- 
mar, by whom the burghers,” fays lx?, are kept in fuch continual alarm, as to be quite 
‘‘ tired out with keeping guard and paying taxes : yet,” fays he, they ftill maintained lif- 
^ teen hundred foldiers in pay; and, befide them,, four hundred of their ^urghers, in two 
** companies, arc obliged to watch daily.” 

To this oncc-glorious city,, we, in England, ought to acknowledge purfelves beholden for 
fomc of our carlicft improvements in (hip-building and commerce, and for our firft water* 
conduits in London, Briftol, Exeter, &c. taken from their models: the Lubeckers having 
confidcrably preceded us in refpeft of many advantageous improvements, the natural efFcdls of 
an earlier extended commerce ; though now it be only the (keletoiv of its ancient commerce and 
grandeur* 

The Spaniards conquefts of Mexico and Peru, where fuch immenfc trcafurcs were more 
daftly to be had, induced them gradually to ncglcfl: the. noble and extenlive ifland of Hifpani* 
ola ; althougli it is faid there are ftill mines of gold and filver, as well as of copper, therein, 
which were formerly worked to very great profit : but as they are faid to have deftroyed fo 
many as three millions of the natives of that ifland, who, whilft they were permitted to enjoy 
tlieir polTcffions, were very fcrviccable to the Spaniards, in fiflring for them, and in tilling, 
their lands, &c. fo that they were then in greater affluence there than they have been (inqc; the 
greateft part of the country being depopulated, they have, in confequence of fuch a cruel di- 
minution of inhabitants, been rendered unable to work their mines : this, it is faid, makes 
them carefully conceal their having any, left foreigners fliould be allured to invade them.— 
They have ftill, howcvci;, plenty of fugar, cocoa, cotton, ginger, indigo, coffee, tobacco,, wax, . 
honey, ambergris, fait, drugs, and dying-woods. 

In this feeble ftate, a company of pirates, ufually tlwn called buccaneers, fettled themfclves 
on the north-weft part of Hifpaniola, till then folely poliefled by Spain, and feized on the 
port and town of Petit-Guaves — After fomc years ncftling there, they applied to King Wil* 
liam of England for hU proteftion, pfomifiag fubnufflon and allegiance to the crowaof Eng* 
land : but that King being in alliance with Spain againft France, difregardcti flieir application. 
Whereupon thofe buccaneers applied to Uie French court, which rei^dily took them under its 
prote£tion, and fupplicd them with proper affiftance. From this obfeuse and fingular begin- 
ning, has gradually grown \ip the prefent powerful French colony in our days, poflelTcd of the 
beft part of the great ifland. of Hifpaniola, where they have excellent fugar-works, coffee, gin- 
ger, cotton, indigo, and all the other productions of the Weft ladics ; whilft the Spaniards^ 
on thq other parts of that ifland, jJrovcd rather ufeful than hurtful to them, by fupplyingthem • 
^itl^ciVtcJe, iccs in return for the French Eaft India merchandize, and . with their own manu- 
. ll^curcs and produd ; with, which alfo the French there, fupply (hips from .the continent of 

Tcrrai 
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it 388 Terra Firma and New Spain, &c. coming to St. Domingo, where is fixed the lafl: ippeal, or 
dernier refort^ in all fuits at law for Spanilh America, which therefore draws thither many 
people. This has proved an unlucky incident for England’s neighbouring ifles ; and fo much 
the rather, as the feeble ftatc of Spain obliged that crown, at the treaty of Ryfwick, in the. 
year 1697, to yield up to France, for ever, that noble part of Hifpaniola, of which they had, 
till then, violently poflefled tliemfelves. 

Conful Ker, in .his before-mentioned Remarks on Germany, in the year 1688, obferves. 
That pcrfccution has undone the famous imperial city of Cplogne, as well as many others,, 
fo greatly decayed within one hundred years pad. — The Jefuits influence was fuch with its 
magiftrates, as to prevail with them to banilh all Proteftants : thefe removed to Hamburg 
and Amftcrdam ; whereby Cologne became fo difpeopicd, that the houfes daily fell to ruin, 
for want of inhabitants, and a great deal of corn and wine now grows within its walls, 
“ where formerly were houfes.’^ He fays, the parifh of St. Martin, in Weftminfter, has 
twice the number of inhabitants that Cologne has, and yet Cologne contains as many parilh 
churches, monafteries, and chapels, 'as there are days in the year. The like decay, he fays, 
is at Strafburg. * 

The Englifh nation, as well as thofe of Scotland and Ireland, having, at this time, had 
their religious and civil liberties and free conftitutioii openly invaded and trampled on by King 
James tbe Second, in a moft flagrant manner, by the united voice of all true Proteftants and 
lovers of oUr national conftitutioii and laws, William, Prince of Orange, that King’s nephew 
and fon-in-law, was invited over from Holland, to vefeue us from thofe worft of evils, ^nd 
was eftablifhed on the throne of thofe free nations, whofe religious and legal conftitutions 
were thereby fettled on more fure and firm foundations than ever they had been in any former 
period whatever : wdiich felicity of ours even foreigners have celebrated in their writings. — 
Voltaire, a Frenchman and a Papift, in his Age of Louis the Fourteenth, gives the following 
remarks, viz. ‘‘ This was the proper aera of Englifti liberty. — The nation, reprefented by its 
** Parliament, now fixed the fo long contefted bounds between the prerogative of the crown 
and the rights of the people. — They preferibed the terms of rcigmngto the Prince of Orange, 
and chofe him for their fovereign, in conjuiuftion with his confort Mary.” 

Tlie cftabliftiment of this free confttiution, did moft ccrtaiirly contribute greatly, In its 
confequcnccs, as it was natural to fuppofe and expefV, to the incrcafc and advancement of our 
commerce. This will, in part, be feen in King William’s declaration of war againll France, 
whither the unhappy abdicating King had retired for proteftion. 

In the beginning of 1689, the Prince and Princefs of Orange were recognized by the con- 
vention of eftates, and the voice of the people, as King and Queen of thofe realms ; and by 
an aft of the convention of eftates of England, afterwards turned into an aft of Parliament, 
cap. vi. a new^ form of a coronation-oath was preferibed to be taken by them ; whereby they, 
as all their fucccflbrs mnft do, “ foleinnly prdmifed and Twore on the gbfpels, to govern their 
“ people according to law To caufe law and jullice, in mercy, to be executed in all their 
“ judgments That, to the utmoft of their power, they, will maintain the laws of God, the 
“ true profeffion of the Gofpel, and Proteftant Reformed Religion, eftafelilhed by law; and 
“ will preferve to the biAops and clergy of this realm,- and to the churches committed to their 
“ charge, all fuch rights and privileges as by law appertain unto them.” 

Moreover, by a ftatute,' cap. viii. of this firft felfiorti, the tyrannical oaths of allegiance and 
fuprcmacy were abrogated ; and in their ftead were tlic two following fubftituted, viz. 

1. “ I, A. B. 



OF THE ORXGtK OF COMMERCE, 5^3 

A. n. I 

1689 I* A. B. do finccrcly promife and fwcar, that I will be faithful and bear true alle- 

giance to their Majefties ':’* And, 

IT. “ I do, from my heart, abhor, deteft, and abjure, that damnable doftrine and pofition, 
** T hat Princes excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the Sec of 
‘‘ Rome, may be depofed or murdered by their fubjefts, or any other whatfoever. . And I do 
♦‘ declare, that no foreign Prince, perfon, prelate, Hate, or potentate, hath, or ought to 
“ have, any jurifdidtion, ^power, fuperiority, pre-eminence, or authority, ecclcfiaftical or 
“ fpiritual, within this realm.” 

By an aft of Parliament, cap. x. of this fame firft fe/Tion of the firft year of King William 
and Queen Mary, it appearing, “ That the revenue ofliearth^or chimney-money was grievous 
to thc^people of England, by occafioning many difficulties and queftions, — a great oppref- 
“ fion to the poorer fort, and a badge of flavery upon the whole people ; expoling every man’s 
“ houfe to be entered into and fearched at pleafure, by perfons unknown to him.” It was 
therefore abfolutely abolifhed for ever. 

It then appeared, fays the continuator of Rapih’s Hiftory, vol. iii. p. 52, Notes, that the 
number of houfes in England and Wales, foon after the refloration, was about one million 
two hundred and thirty thoufand : and reckoning fix perfons, at a medium, to each houle, it 
fixes the number of the people then to be feven millions three hundred and eighty thoufand. 

In the fame feijion, cap. xxii. it was enafted, “ That when malt or barley is at one pound 
. four fliillings per quarter, or under ; rye, at one pound twelve ffiillingjs ; and wheat, at two 
“ pounds eight ffiillings per quarter; then it ffiall not only be lawful to export the fame, but 
“ the exporters lhall alfo receive the following bounties, viz. For malt or barley, per quarter, 
“ two fliillings and fix-pence ; rye, three Ihillings and lix-pence ; wheat, five ffiillings per 
“ quarter; without requiring any thing for cuftoms or fees whatever; provided fecurity be 
“ given for fuch corn’s being legally landed beyond-fea, and that the fliip and its crew, in 
“ which it ffiall be exported, be duly qualified according to the a^fls of navigation,” 

This was the firft law for allowing any bounty on corn exported : which bounties have in 
general been eftcemed fo beneficial to the landed intcreft, by enabling tenants to pay their 
rents in years of plenty, that unlefs in years of fcarcity, when the current prices were higher 
than the above-named ones, it has been judged prudent to continue the fame. How much 
this bounty contributed to the improvement ofhulbandry, is too obvious to be difputed. — 
Yet fome arc of opinion, that, inftead hereof, all- the corn of plentiful years Ihould by the 
public be purchafed of the farmers, at a moderate price, to be laid up in granaries againft a 
year of dearth. This would not only be a great help to our poor, in a year of fcarcity, but 
would bring foreign fliips to purchafe it at our price, and would allb employ great numbers of 
our own Ihips, for fupplying other nations at higher rates, as is done in Holland. In other 
countries, fays a French author, the people pay their fovcrcign for leave to carry oht their 
corn ; but wifer England pays her people for exporting it. 

As notbrng tends more to the advancement of commerce and induftry, than the giving eafe 
to fcrupulous confcienccs in the cxercifc of their religion, an aft of the fame feffion, cap. xviii. 
was paired, For. exempting all their Majefties Proteftant fubjedls, of the feveral denominations 
diflTcnting from the church of England, from the penalties of certain laws : which, as its pre- 
amble fets forth, “ might bean cffcftual means to unite their Majefties Proteftant fubjefts in 
iptereft and affeftion.”— Which legal tefleration, fomc wicked party-meafures, at certain 
times, excepted, has generally anfwcrcd the wife and good ends peopofed by that law, 

2 ^ By 
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1689 By cap. XXX. of the fame firft fcffion aforcfaid, the ftatote of the fifth year of King Henry 
the Fourth, cap. iv. Againft the multiplying of Gold and -Silver, was repealed ; becaufe, fays 
the preamble, “ Since the making of the faid ftatute, men are arrived to great Ikill and perfec- 
“ lion in the art of refining metals, and of cxtradling gold and Clver therefrom ; but yet dare 

not excrcile tlvs^irincill, for fear of incurring the felony of that ftatute, but do therefore ex- 
“ creife their faid, Ikill in foreign parts, to the great detriment of the realm Provided, how- 
•“ ever, that all the gold and filvcr fo to be extraSed from- other metals, be employed for 
“ coinage in the King’s mint, and no other way. Provided alfo, that henceforth no mine of 
“ copper, tin, iron, or lead, fiiall hereafter Be adjudged to be a royal mine, cycn although 
“ gold or filvcr may be extrafted out of the fame,” 

The great injufticc and violences committed by King Louis the Fourteenth of France 
againft England, Germany, Spain, and Holland, brought about a Grand Alliance of thbfe 
four potentates in this fame year, for reducing that lawlcfs monarch to reafon ; the confe- 
quence whereof was an immediate declaration of war by each of them. That of King Wil- 
liam of England, dated tlic fevcntli of May, 1689, after reciting Louis’s unjuft invafion and 
ravaging of the territories of his ally, the Emperor and Empire, as far as is relative to com- 
mercial concerns, was fummarily as follows, viz, 

I. That although it was not long before, that the French took out licences from the 
“ Englifti governor of Newfoundland to filh on that coaft, paying tribute for fuch licences, 
“ as an acknowledgement of the foie right of the crown of England to that illand ; yet, of late, 
“ their encroachments on that ifland, and our fu’ojc£ts trade and fiftiery, have been tjioK like 
“ the iiivafions of an enemy, than becoming friends, who enjoyed the advantages of th.tt 
“ trade only by permilfion. * 

II. “ But that the French Kinglhould invade our Caribbee iflands, (St. Chriftopher’s, &c.) 
“ and poflefs himfclf of our territories in New York and Hudfon’s Bay, in a hoftile manner, 
“ imprifoning fome, and murdering others of our fubjefts, burning their houfes, and fei/.ing 
“ on their eftefls, are aftions even not becoming an enemy. — Yet, at that very time, Louis, 
“ far from declaring himfelf fo, was, by his minifters in England, foliciting a treaty of neu- 
“ trality and good correfpondcnce in America.”— (in the year 1686.) 

III. “His proceedings, moreover, againft our fubjefts in Europe, arc fo notorious, that 
“ we need not enlarge thereon : fuch as the countenancing the feizure of our fhips by his 
“ privateers ; his prohibiting a great part of our produft and manufaflures ; and impofing ^x- 
“ drbitant cuftoms upon the reft ; are fufficient evidences of his defign to deftroy the trade and 

“ navigation upon which the wealth and fafety of this nation very much depend. 

IV. “ His difputing the right of tlie flag, inherent in the crown of England. 

V. “ His unchriftian perlecution of many of our Englilh Proteftant fubjcfls in France, 
“ for matters of religion, contrary to the laws of nations, and exprefs treaties ; forcing 
“ them to abjure their religion, by unufual cruelties ; imprifoning feme of the raafters 
“ and feamen of our merchant fitips, and condemning others to the gallles, on pretence 
“ of having on Board, either fome of his own miferable Proteftant - fubjefls, or their 
■** eflPefts. 

VI. . “ And, laftly, his endeavouring, for fome years paft, by infinuations and promifes of 
** afliftauce, to overthrow the government of England ; and now, by open and>iolciit me- 

thods, to invade Ireland, in fupportof onr fubjefts in rebellion ^ainft us 
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1689 This prohibition of commerce with France produced the good confecjuences of inducing 
the people of England to improve their old, and to invent feveral new manufafturcs, 
&c. which they formerly took of Frartcc; not a little to the detriment of that kingdom in 
the end. 

In the declaration of Holland, amongft many other allegations againft Louis ;'they affirm, 

“ Firft, That he had endeavoured, by all manner of ways, to ruin their navigation and 
“ commerce, as well in Europe as elfewherc, by Icizing of their Ihips and cargoes. 

“ Secondly, By violently forcing even their flrips of war to be fcarched, in a time of pro- 
“ found peace. 

“ Thirdly, By his new tolls and impofitions, liindeving their fubjefts from felling their 
“ manufafturcs and fifh in his country, — fo as it was become impolfible to continue their 
“ trade to France, where their complaints w'ere jejefted with fcorn. 

“ Fourthly, Having begun a horrible perfecutjon of his own ProteAant fubjefls, he had 
“ therein involved the fubjcdls of the States General, though only living in France, on 
“ account of commerce; parting wives from their hulbands and children from their 
“ parents, See.” 

7 'he declaration of Spain, of the third of May this year, was in confequcnce of France’s' 
prior declaration of w'ar againft that crown, on the fifteenth of the preceding month, though 
dcllitutc of all juftlcc ; — as alfo of his invading and ravaging the empire, and bringing the 
Turks to invade and ravage Hungary. 

And that of the Emperor and Empire was much to the fame effeft. 

In the remarkable convention between the commiflioners of Sling William and thofe of tlic 
States of the United Netherlands, dated in Augufl 1689, concerning their prohibition of com- 
merce with France, it was ftipulatcd ; 

“ I. That the fubjefts of neither nation fliall be allowed to traffic to or with thofe of 
“ France, either with fhips of tltcir own or of any other nation. Ncitlier fhall they import 
“ into cither country any merchandize being the produce of the French King’s dominions. 

“ II. If, during this war, the fubjefts of any other potentate lhall have commerce with 
“ France, or tliat their fhips are met witlr in their palTage thither, they fhall be feized and 
“ condemned as lawful prize. 

“ III. The other potentates of EuropCj at peace witl^ France, Avail have due notification, 

“ that if their fhips or veffels Avail be found at fea, before this notification fhall have been 
“ given, making their way to France, they Avail be obliged by the Avips of England and Hol- 

land forthwith to turn back : and if failing from France, laden with French, merchahdize, 

“ they Avail be obliged to fail back to France, and there leave the faid merchandize upon pain 
“ of forfeiture. And in'eafe the Avips of tlrofe Kings, Princes, and States, or their fubjefts, 

“ Avail, after the faid notification, be found at fea, and failing either towards the ports of 
“ France, or returning from thence ; they Avail be feized and forfeited, together with their 
“ cargoes, and Avail be reputed good prize. 

“ IV. And as to the Princes and allies who are really at war with France, notification Avail 
“ be given them, as aforefaid ; and they Avail be delired at the fame time to concur with fuch 
** methods as are fo conducive to the comvpon intereA, and to give and execute fuch orders 
“ as tend to the fame end. 

Done at Whitehall, AuguA 12—22, 1689.” 
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l68t> Part of a fecret article, vi*. 

• — “ It is agreed, that in cafe cither the one or the other party fhall be incommoded 

or mokfted, by rcafon of the execution of this prefent treaty or any article thereof, his 
** Britannic Majefty King William and the 'Lords the States General, do promife and oblige 
** thepifelves to be guarantees for and to one another upon that account.” General Colle£Iioa 
of Treaties; fifft volume, fecond edition, p. 284-5-6, London, 1732. 

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV. obferves, “ that France was never in fo flourifhing a- 
** condition as in the period from the death of Cardinal Mazarine to this war of 1689 ; con- 
“ trary to the opinion of a certain author ; who, it fecnis, had affirmed, that France, lince- 
** the year 1660, had funk in real value one thoufand five hundred millions ; tire very coh- 
“ trary whereof was true. Thus, adds he, in England, in the.moft fiourilhing times, papers 
are continually coming out to prove, that the kingdom is undone.” Which obfervation 
is extremely juft. 

Although King Charles die Second, and his brother King James the Second, of England, 
had in their treaties with France generally ftipulated, that in cafe of any rupture between the 
two nations in Europe, the fubjefis of both crowns in America fhould remain in a ftate of 
neutrality; yet, at the above-named grand revolution in England, the French broke through 
that agreement, by entering, in an hoftile manner, into die Englifh pale at St. Chriftopher’s 
Ifle, even before war was declared there between thofe two nations ; and, although the Englifh 
of that ifle had fent for fuccour from Barbadoos, after taking Ihelter in their fortrefles, yet 
they were ueceflitated to furrendcr their part of that ifle to the French, in July 1689, and, were 
thereby obliged to retire to the neighbouring ifle of Nevis; to the great lofs of many mer- 
chants in London and Briftol. 

■ Soon after which, the French drove the Hollanders out of' their own ifland'of Euftatia, in 
that neighbourhood. 

It was in or about this ^car 1689, that the firft convention was made, at London^ between 
England and Spain, for fupplying the Spaniih Weft Indies witli negro flaves, from the ifland 
of Jamaica. 

About this time, (according to a quarto pamphlet, laid to be written by Mr. William 
Wood, a great undertaker of metals, in the year 1721, entitled. The State of lire Copper and 
Brafs Manufafture in Great Britain, humbly offered to the Conflderation of Parliament,) 
“ tl>c railing and refining of copper ore was revived in England, and chiefly in the county of 
“ Cornwall, after having been loft or difufed ever fincethe time of the Saxon* ; who, fays he, 
** as well as the Danes, formerly made copper in England, as appears by the old mines 
“ wrought by them in fevcral counties : but, by reafon of tbe^reat quantities of thofe metals 
being imported from foreign parts, (on which, high duties fhould have been laid) that valu- 
“ able bra'nch of our produfl was dropped for many ages.” Yet Gerard Malynes, in his Lex 
Mercatoria, publiibed in 1622, obforves, that copper mines were then aflually. worked in 
many Englifh counties ; fo that Me. Wood rauft, in tins ref]pe&, be under an biftorical mif- 
take. Under the year 1399, we have likewife obferved, that fame autberB relate,. that, in 
^Klng Richard die Second’s reign, there was a copper mine found in Sheopfhire. Mr. Wood 
obferves, “ that formerly we had all our copper and brafs from S^veden and Germany, though' 
“ now,”^ viz. when he wrote, in the year 1721, “ we are, in a great meafure, fupplied from 
“ our own, mines. It was later, he fays, tiiat the art was gained to Ei^lamlof converting 
copper into brafs.” 

On, 
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'•1689 On the breaking out of the war of William, King of England, againft France, a company 6f 
Sword Cutlers was erefted by patent, for the making of hollow fword blades, in the county 
of Cumberland and the adjacent counties, for the ufe of the army. But, although they 
Avere enabled to purchafe lands, to ereft mills, and to receive and employ great numbers of 
German artificers, yet it did not fucceed as was expefted. The firft patentees, therefore, fold 
or afligned their patent to a company of merchants in London, who thereupon purchafed 
tinder that patent to the value of twenty thoufand pounds per annum of the forfeited efiates in 
Ireland. But the Irilh Parliament, in the reign of Queen Anne, knowing they had purchafed 
thofe lands at a very low rate, would not permit them, in their corporate capacity, to take 
conveyances of lands, left they might have proved too powerful a body in that kingdom. 
This obliged them to fell off their Irifh eftates, which put a period to the corporation. Yet 
a private copartncrfliip of then well known bankers in London, poflefled' of their obfolete 
charter, had the appellation of the Sword Blade Company, till after the year 1720, though 
long lince broken up. 

King William having, on fo many juft grounds, as related, found it neceflary to declare 
war againft France, an aft of Parliament paffed, cap. xxxiv. of the firft feffion of the firft year 
of King William and Queen Mary, for prohibiting all trade and commerce with France, from 
and after the twenty-fourth of Auguft 1689, for three years, and to the end of the next fol- 
lowing feflion of Parliament, if the wrfr fhall laft fo long. The preamble juft remarks, “ that 
“ it hath been found by long experience, that the importing of French wines, vinegar, brandy, 

• linen, filks, fait, paper, and other commodities of the growth, produft, or manufafturc of 
“ France, hath much exhaufted the treafure of this nation, Jeffened the value of the native 
“ commodities and manufaftures thereof; greatly impoverilhe’d the Englifh artificers and 
“ handicrafts, and caufed great detriment to this kingdom in general.’* (Inftead of this abfo- 
lute prohibition of French wines and brandies, high duties were afterwards laid on them, as 
per afts of the fecond,. and of the fourth and fifth years of this reign.) “ All fuch French 
“ merchandize imported lhall be forfeited to the crown, and fliall be deftroyed with fcveral 
penalties on the importer, vender, and pofteffor; on the refifter of execution, — on the in- 
former afting by collufion,— ron the mafter, feamcn, &c. importing tlicm ; and tlie Ihip to 
“ be forfeited likewife, as alfo the carts, &c. bringing tliofe goods from fuch fliips. No 
brandy, or other fpirits, lhall at all be imported from any country whatever, on forfeiture 
“ thereof and of the Ihip.” This abfolute prohibition was intended for the encouraging the 
diftilling at home of brandy and fpirits from corn, on which a duty was laid, by an aft of rite 
fccond year of this reign, cap. ix, “ And although tire faid French goods are to be deftroyed, 
“ yet a value is ‘hereby fet on them, viz. wines thirty pounds per ton, and brandies forty 
“ pounds per ton ; the reft as in the book of rates of the twelfth of Charles H. or by a jury 
** trying tlie caufe, in cafe they be not found in the book of rates. One-thir 3 of which value 
“ lhall go to the feizer or fucr, and two-thirds to the crown. With power for officers to 
“ fcarch houfes, and to break open locks. Perfons refifttng punifliahJc, &c.” 

In the fecond fcffion of tire Parliament of the firft year of King William and Queen Mary, 
a moft memorable and glorioas ftatitte, cajp. ii. was enafted, entitled, An Ail dcdqring the 
Rights «nd Libertm ^ the SuhjeiJ, and fettling the SucccJJion of the Croiun : « or, a legal Con- 
“ firmation of the Declaration of Right, prefented to the Prince and Princefs of Orange, on 
** Uie thirteentli of February preceding, by the Lords and Commons aflemblcd at Weft- 

4 E * “ minftcr. 
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689 minftcr* lawfully, fully, and freely reprefenting all the Ellatcs of the People of Eng- 
** land ; viz. 

1 . Whereas the late King James II. by the afliftance of divers evil counfcllors, judges, 
and minifters, employed by him, did endeavour to fubvert and extirpate the Proteftant re- 
ligion* a;id th^laws and liberties of this kingdom : 

‘‘ I. By afluming a power of difpcnling with the laws, without the confent of Parliament, 

‘‘ 2. By committing and profecuting divers worthy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be 
“ cxcufed from concurring to the faid alTumed power. 

3, By his commiffi^n, undea the great feal, for erefting a court, called, The Court of 
Commiflioners for Ecclefiaftical Caufes. 

“ 4. By levying money, by pretence of prerogative; for other time and in other manner 
than the fame was granted by Parliament, 

5. By railing and keeping up a {landing army in time of peace, without confent of Par- 
“ .liament, and quartering of foldicrs, contrary to law. 

“ 6. By cauling feveral good fubjefts, being Proteftants, to be difarmed, at the fame time 
when Papifls were both armed and employed, contrary to law, 

‘‘ 7. By violating the freedom of ele<Elions of members to ferve in Parliament. 

8. By profccutions in the Court of King’s Bench, for matters and caufes cognizable only 
** in Parliament : and by divers other arbitrary and illegal courfes. 

Q. By obtaining partial, corrupt, and unqualified perfons to be returned to ferve on juries^ 
“ in trials for high treafon, who were not freeholders. ^ • 

10. By exceflive bails being required of perfons committed in criminal cafes, to elude the ■ 
** benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the fubjefts. 

‘‘ II. And by excelfivc fines having been impofed, and illegal and cruel punilhmcnts in- 
** flifted. 

‘‘ 12. By feveral grants and promifes made of fines and forfeitures, before any conviftioii 
or judgment againft the perfons upon whom the fame were to be levied. 

All which are utterly and direftly contrary to the known laws and ftatutes, and freedom 
of' this realm ; wherefore, the faid Lords Spiritual and I'emporal, and Commons, now 
alfembled in a full and fice icprcfentati’^e of this nation, — do, in the firft place, (as tlieir an- 
ceftors in like cafe have ufually done) for the vindicating and aflerting their ancient rights 
“ and liberties, — declare, 

1. That the pretended power of Tufpendmg of laws, or the execution of laws, by> regal . 
authority, without confent of Parliament, is illegal. 

‘‘ 2. As is alfothe difpenfihg with laws. 

3. And the like of the court for ecclefiaflical caufes. 

4, The like, as to levying-moncy, without grant of Parliament.' 

‘‘ 5. Tliat it is the right of the fufejeft to petitrai the King r and all commitments and pro-*- 
fecutions for fuch.petitioning, aro illegal* 

6. That the raifing or keeping a (landing army within tlie kiirgdom m time of peace, un* 
Icfs it be wkh confent of Parliament, is aga'rnft law. 

7i That the fubjefts who^ are Proteftants may^ have arms for their defence, Suitable to 
their conditions, and as allowed by law. 

8, That the cleftion of Members of Parliament ougjit tobc free. 
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1689 9 * That the freedom of fpccchi and debates or proceedings in Parliament, ought not fo 

“ be impeached or queftioned in any court or place out of Parliament.' 

“ 10. That cxceffive bail ought not to be required, .nor cxceflive fines impofed : nor cru: ! 
and unufual punifliments Infliftcd. 

11. That jurors ought to be duly irapanncled and returned ; and that jurors which pals 
upon rnen in trials for high treafon ought to be freeholders. . 

12. That all grants, and promifes of fines and forfeitures of particular perfons before con- 
“ viftion, arc illegal and void. 

13.. And that for redrefs of all grievances, and for the amending, ftrengthening, and pre- 
forving of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently. 

And they do claim, demand, and infill; vipon all and Angular the premifes, as their un- 
doubted rights and liberties; and that no declarations, judgments, doings, or proceedings, 
to the prejudice of the people in any of the laid premifes, ought in any-wile to be drawn 
hereafter into confcqucnce or example. 

Having therefore particular encouragement from the declaration of his Ilighiiefs the 
Prince of Orange,— and an entire confidence, that he will perfeft the deliverance fo far ad 
‘‘ vanced by him, and will ftill preferve them from the violation of their rights, whicli 
they have here aflerted, and from all other attempts upon their religion, rights, and li- 
bertics. . 

“ II. The fald Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, alTcmbled at Weftminfter, 
do relblve, that William and Mary, Prince and Princefs of Orange, be, and be declared. 
King and Queen of England, France, and Ireland ; to hold to them during their lives, and 
‘‘ the life of the furvivor of them : but the folc and full exercife of the regal power to be only * 
in the Prince, thougli in the names of both. — And, after their clcceafc, the crown todefeend 
“ to the heirs of the Princcls, and, failing fucli, to the Princefs Anne of Denmark, arul ilie 
heirs ofiier body ; and, for default of fuch iiFiie, to the heirs of the body of the faiJ Prince 
“ of Orange. 

ill. 'Ehat the oaths of allegiance and fnpremacy be abrogated, and in their llcad the two 
‘‘ following oaths be fublUtuted.’' (d hefc we have already exhibited, with the new coiona- 
oat’jJ 

“ IV. Upon which their Lid Majcllics did accept the crown and royal dignity riforer.iid, — 
And thereupon ihcir Majeilies were plcafed, that the faid Lords and Commons, he- 
Ing the two Houles of Parliament, Ihould continue^ to fit ; and, with their faid Majeilies 
royal concurrence, make efFcAual provifion for the fetticment of the religion, law's, and li- 
bertics of this kingdom.* 

VI. Now, in puiiuance of the premifes, the faid Lords Spiritual ainl^Tcmpoia!, and 
Commons, in Parliament aflembled, for the ratifying and confirming of the faid dcclara- 
tion, — by the force of a law made in due form by autliority of Parliament ; do pray, that 
it may be declared and enacted, — That all and fingular the rights and liberties, nlferted and 
claimed in the faid declaration arc the true, ancieiit, and indubitable rights and liberties of 
the people of this kingdom ; and fo lhall be cUcemcd, allowed, and adjudged ; and firmly 
and ftriftly holden and obferved. — And that all officers and minifters whatfoever (hall 
ferve their Majefties and their fucceflbrs, according toithe fame, in times to come. 

“ VIL And the faid Lords and Commons ferioufly confidering, how it has pleafed Al- 
mighly God, in his marvellous providence and merciful goodnefs to this nation, to provide 

and 
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1689 dominions lie on that river, and who arc either tributaries to, or elfc powerful governors un^ 
dcr the Mogul, not a great diftance from his court ; were apt to make, and fometimes have 
macio, arbitrary,^dcmands of duties fur paffing that way. Higher up, at the town of Hugucly, 
the Dutch have a noble fort and faflory, for th*c lame trade, and alfo for Bengal ftufFs, calico, 
cotton, and mullin', for the European markets ; as alfo for opium, ginger, long pepper, to- 
bacco, &c. forflie country trade. 

On the fame river too, the French lately had a fort and faflory. Here, likewife, tlie 
Danes had formerly a faftory. Likewife, in the year 1723, the late Oftend Company had a 
faftory. 

At Iluguelv, the Great Mogul has a ciiflom-lioufc, and on that river there is a vaft trade 
carried on for all kinds of India goods, backward and forward : and, befide their flaplc goods 
before mentioned, they trade in fluffs of lierba, (the rind of a certain tree, which they drefs, 
and draw out fo fine, that it works like filk, with which and alfo with cotton it is woven) 
aloes, opium, wax, laque, civet, indigo, canes, fpiccs ; alfo in fugar and rice, carried all over 
India in immenfc quantities. 

This great kingdom of Bengal had its own monarchs till the year 1582, when it was con- 
quered by the Mogul. It is one of the fineft countries of all Afia, and is faid to bring five 
millions ftcrling annually into the Mogul’s treafury ; and is likewife obliged, on occafion, to 
fupply him with forty thoufand horfe, and eighty thoufand foot foldiers. 

The Portuguefe had once fevcral fadtories here ; but have long fince been expelled by the 
Moguls, for their rapacious and outrageous conduft. ^ 

Higher up Huguely River, at Caffembazar, the Englifli and Dutch have their out-fa£Iorics : 

' as at Dacca, an ifland in the moft caftcrly branch of the Ganges ; and at Maldo, on another 
branch of that vaft river ; all depending on the before-mentioned principal and fortified fafto- 
rics. The Englifli, Dutch, and French, have each a faftory at Balaforc, or Baffora, in the 
Bay of Bengal, chiefly for taking in pilots for condufting them up the Ganges. At this time, 
the Englifli Company publiflicd a ftatc of their trade, Ihipping, and forts, viz. 

Firft, That within feven years paft, they bad built fixtecn great (hips, from nine hundred 
to thirteen hundred tons each. 

Secondly, That in lieu of Bantam, from whence they had been expelled, they have ereft- 
cd and garrifoned three forts in other parts of India, for the pepper trade. 

Thirdly, That they had now at fea, in India,, and coming home, eleven (hips, and four 
** permiffion jfliips, whofe cargoes amounted to above three hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds. 

“ Fourthly, They had feven great fliips, and fix permiffion ones, all for Coaft,and Bay, 
whofe cargoes amounted to near five hundred and feventy thoufand pounds. * 

“ Fifthly, They had feven ftiips for China and the South Seas, whofe cargoes amounted to 
“ near one hundred thoufand pounds, befide fevcral fmall vcflcis, conftantly remaining in 
India. 

‘‘ Sixthly, That they have now remaining India goods unfold at home, to the value of .fc- 
veil hundred tlioufand pounds. 

Seventhly, That, by means of their Iflc of Bombay, they Hve brought thither the priii- 
cipal part of die trade of Surat ; and where, from four tiioufand families, computed when 
the company firft took poffeffion of it, tlicy kre fince incrcafed to fifty thoufand families, all 
fubjeft to the company’s laws. 


Laftly, 
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1689 ** Laftly, The company had made a moft foccefsful war with the Mogul, and brought him 

“ to rcafonablc terms, confirmed by that Prince’s own Phirmaund, and fccurcd by a ftrong 
“ garrifon at Bombay ; which, being one of the beft ports in India, and lying fo'near Surat, 
“ (the great emporium of the Indian trade to Arabia, Perfia, Baflbra, and the Red Sea) if 
“ the Englifli trade had not been brought thither to load home, and not at the river of Surat, 
“ as formerly, it would not have been near fo beneficial.” This is indeed a very pompous 
view of that company’s condition, as publifhed by themfelvcs : but their enemies foon after 
gave a very different view of it. 

7690 Bcfide the benefits elfcwhere mentioned to have been received by England from the French 
King’s revocation of theedift of Nantes, in the yeas 1685, it did good fervicc to the Englifh 
colonics in America; and particularly in the year 1690, when King William fettled fome 
hundreds of the French refugee families on the fouth fide of James River in Virginia, above 
the Falls, where they have fince much improved that naturally fine country. 

The French in the province of Canada, in America, growing troublcfomc neighbours to 
the Englifh province of New York, by endeavouring to draw to themfclves the whole trade of 
peltry with the Indian nations; the government of New York, in this year 1690, made an 
attempt on Quebec, the capital town of Canada, diftant about four or five hundred miles 
from New York city. For this end they marched from New Albany Fort, with three hun- 
dred Englifh and three hundred allied Iroquois Indians ; and although the French govcjyior 
of Canada had with him above double the number of regular troops, befides Indians, yet the 
Englifh defeated him, and killed about three hundred of his men : but, not having artillery, 
^5c. proper for attacking their forts, which furely they fliould have forefeen, they were obliged 
to be content with this viftory, and fo to return home. 

In this fame year, General Coddrington, commander in chief of the Englifh Leeward 
Iflands, had better fuccefs in the Weft Indies ; for, by the help of fuccours from England, 
joined to the regiments he had raifed in thofc iflands, he retook from the French, with the 
lofs of two hundred men, the ifland of St. Chriftopher ; from whence he conveyed the I rcnch 
inhabitants, confifting of one thoufand eight hundred men, bcfide women and children, to 
Ilifpaniola and Martinico. The fame year he likewife retook the illc of St. Euftatia, which 
the French had, the preceding year, taken from the Dutch: he alfo took from the French 
the iflcs of St. Martin and St. Bartholomew; but he failed in his attempt on Guadaloupc. 

In this fame year 1690, Sir William Phipps, with a fleet and lan^ forces from New Eng- 
land, failed for- Nova Scotia, and got pofleflion of the fort and town of Port Royal, (fince 
named Annapolis Royal) in the Bay of Fundy, which till tlien had been fo troublcfome to 
our commerce in America, by means of the French privateers, as to have obtained the ap- 
pellation of the Dunkirk of America. He alfo feized on and demoliflicd a fort at St. John’s 
River; and ereaed better forts in their ftead. The French till now had, from Port Royal, 
carried on a confiderable trade to the fugar iflcs, &c. with fifli, lumber, and peltry. Yet King 
William’s preflures obliged him to reftorc it to France by the treaty of Ryfwick, and fo it re- 
mained till the following century. 

So great is the quantity of timber in that country, and the adjacent parts of New England, 
that, in after years, the furveyor general for the woeds of the crown of Great Britain in Ame- 
rica had direflions to fetout three hundred thouf., d acres of the beft woodlands, for white 
fine trees, for malls and other fliip timber, to be near the fea or navigable rivers, and to be 
Vox,. IL 4 F rcfcivcd 
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1690 rcferved for the navy royal : which, it is hoped, will be ever carefully looked after, whatever 
reports there may be of neglefts therein. 

l‘he number of houfes in England and Wales, this year, as returned by the books of the 
hearth duty, at Lady-day 1690, was one million three hundred and ninety-one tboufand 
two hundred and fifteen ; which, at fix perfons to a houfe, makes the number of fouls feven 
millions nine Imndred and fifteen thoufand two hundred and ninety, or very near eight mil- 
lions. (Dr. D’Avenant’s Effay on Ways and Means of fupplying the War, London, 1695.) 
So that, reckoning one million and an half in Scotland, which may be near the truth, and 
two millions in Ireland, which we have elfewherc fliewn to be very near the truth, there is 
good ground to believe, there may be at leaft eleven millions of fouls in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. That author makes the houfes in Yorkfhire to be one hundred and twenty-one 
thoufand and fifty-two ; in Wales, feventy-feven thoufand nine hundred and twenty-one ; and 
in London, Weftminftcr, and Middlcfex, one hundred and eleven thoufand two hundred and 
fifteen. 

Until in or near about this year 1690, there was fcarcc any other kind of paper made in 
Epgland, but the coarfe brown fort. Bat the war with France occafioning high duties on 
foreign paper, the French Protefiant refugees fettled in England chiefly, and alfo our own 
few paper makers, now began to make white writing and printing paper; which, in length of 
time has been brought to fo great perfeftion, both for beauty and fubftance, that, in our own 
time, we import only certain kinds of Genoa and Dutch paper ; which, however, bears but a 
fmall proportion to all the paper ufed in the Britifli dominions. How great a faving this ha« 
proved to Britain, may partly be conceived, from what has been often formerly affirmed by 
fucli as arc well acquainted therewith, viz. that to France alone, from whom we now take 
none, even in time of peace, we paid annually to the amount of one hundred thoufand pounds 
for paper only. 

At this time, or a little before, certain mines of lead and alfo of copper were found in the 
lands of Sir Carbery Price, in Cardiganfhirc, in South Wales; which, requiring great cx- 
pcnce to w^ork, he at firft divided into twenty-four fliares, in this year 1690. 7’liis was the 
original rife of the Mine-adventurers Company, by, the ill couduft of which fo many perfons 
and families were greatly hurt, and others utterly ruined. In the year 1693, that gentleman 
and his partners fubdivided the faid twenty-four lharcs .into four thoufand and eight (hares, 
for the term of tw’ciity-tvvo years and an half; in which many lords and gentlemen of wortli 
were deeply concerned. Yet for want of a fufneient flock of money, for carrying on fo cx- 
penfive a work, it languillied and went retrograde until the year 1698, when a new conflitu- 
tion was eftablifhed, by indenture, in a pompous manner ; the Duke of Leeds being thereby 
t'flabliflied governor of this company, and Sir Humphry Mackv/ortli deputy governor, both 
during lift*, with a feleft committee of managers or direftors : and a new capital flock of 
tWLnty thoufand pounds was raifed, for paying off debts before contrafled, and for vigoroufly 
carrying on the mines; and five years were hereby added to the faid twenty-two years and an 
half of their grant. Sir Humphry Mackworth’s propofal and plan was accepted of, and he 
undertook the condu£l of the whole, viz. to difpofc of the four thoufand and eight fharcs by 
a lottery of one hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds, at fivc*pounds per ticket, confift- 
ing of twenty-five thoufand tickets in all ; whereof two thoufand live hundred were to be for- 
tunate : with abundance of wild perplexed and romantic articles ; which, however, drew in 
many perfons of worth and chara£lcr, 
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1690 Sir Huri!j[)hry Mackwortli brought into this new coiiftitution his own lands, coal pits, and 
mines, near Neath, in Glainorganfliire, where wharfs and warchoufes, refining hoiifcs and 
mills *wcre crefted, and much lead ore was raifed, from whence quantities of filver were cx- 
trafted, and alfo litharge of lead, which is ufed by apothecaries, furgeonjt, and painters ; but 
nioft principally by potters, for glazing of their earthen ware, and by the makers of fine glafs;- 
and of red lead, into which litharge is eafily transformed. Thus they went on, at a vafl cx- 
pence, till the next century ; till which time wc lliall leave them, after obferving, that it is 
fomewhat flrange, fo many fagacious perfons, as Sir Humphry Mackv/orth drew into this pro- 
jeft, did not entertain any fufpicion of his pompous out-fet, and of liis propofals of onc-twelftli 
part of the dear profit of the mines to be difpofed of tb fuclx cbaritaMc ufes as he Ihould direct, 
previous to their knowing any thing certain whether there would be any profit at all from a 
mere embryo projeft. By fuch means, and likewife by his charily propofal, abundance of 
clergy, widows, and orphans were engaged therein. 

1691 After the Englifli Eaft India Company’s very great cxpencc of money and men in their 
war with the Great Mogul, they at length obtained peace with him, and the reftitution of 
their former privileges, in the year 1691 ; when they likewife re-cftabliflied their revolted fac- 
tory at Bombay, and quieted the ifle of St. Helena. Ncverthelefs, the above great expence, 
the inccfllint clamours of the interlopers, and of the friends of ihofe put to death at St. He- 
lena, jointly confpired to bring that company into great dlfcicdlt ; fo that printed papers were 
handed about in coffee houfes and other public places, difplaying their crimes and mifeaniages; 
doubtlcfs not without exaggerations. Propofals alfo were publilhcd for diflblving this, and 
for credting a new company. And fo far was the Houfe of Commons influenced hereby, as 
in this fame year to addrefs King William to diflblvc the company, agreeable to the power rc- 
ferved by the crown in their cliartcr, and to incorporate a new one. 

The King’s anfwcr was, that it being a matter of-^ cry great importance, it required fomc 
“ time to confider their faid addrefs.” In the mean time the King referred it to a committee 
of the ppvy council ; whereupon the company did, in writing, declare their fubmiflion to fuch 
regulations as that committee of council fhould preferibe ; which were in fubftance : “ that 
“ their ci\pital flock Ihould be made up one million five hundred thoufand pounds at Icafl, 

“ but not to exceed two millions ; of which the prefent company’s capital of feven hundred 
and forty thoufand pounds was to conftitute a part : and the prefent company, jointly with 
the new fubferibers, to be incorporated for twenty-one years.” Wc lhall give the com- 
pany’s anfwcr and vindication under the next year. 

The government of New England ftill finding the French in Canada to be very troublefome 
neighbours, they font out a fleet of thirty-two fail, with two thoufand land forces on board, 
for the attack of Quebec; but, being eight weeks in failing up the river of ^ St. Lawrence, 
(which the author of the Britifli Empirein America thinks might have been done in two or 
three weeks) they thereby gave time to the French to bring all their flrength to Quebec : be- 
fore which place our people being rcpulfcd, were obliged to rc-embark ; many of their iliips in 
coming down that river were wrecked or loft : and when two thoufand Englifli and one tliou- 
fand five hundred Indians had marclicd over land from New York, Connefticut, &c. they 
found no canoes to tranfport them over the Iake$ ; they were therefore likewife forced to re- 
turn home. Ill this unfortunate and ill-condu£lcd expedition the province of New England 
contrafted one hundred and forty thoufand pounds debt : and there were faid to have been 
one thoufand lives loft, one way or other. 

4 F a 
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1691 We fhalJ, under this year 1C91, exhibit (from p. 13, •of the preface of%n oftavo book, 
printed in this fame year, entitled, An Account of new Inventions and Improvements now 
neceflary for England) a pregnant infiance of French vanity and arrogance, which the author 
aiErms was then engraven on the great French firft rate fliip of war, named the St. Louis, viz. 

fuH r unique He VOnde^ 

Ri mon Roy du Monde! 

Which wc apprehend may not unfitly be engliflicd thus ; 

“ I, on the Ocean, am the mightieft thingi^ 

As on the land is ray all -potent King ! 

1692 Wc fhall now give the Englifti Eaft India Company’s vindication of thcmfcives, by way of 
i;cply tp the regulations propofed by the committee of the privy council, attheolofeof the 
preceding year, viz. ‘‘ that their prefent quick and dead ftock,” (the former means Ihips and 
merchandize, the latter forts, faftories, houfes, &c.) “ and revenue, are really worth more 
** than one million five hundred thoufand pounds. The prefent current price of their capital 

{lock at market being one hundred and fifty per cent. That they knew no law nor reafon, 
for thicir being thus difpolleffcd of their eftates at an under value. That their forts, towns, 
and territories in India are theirs for ever by their charters, and have coft them, Jfiri?: and 
laft, above a million ftcrling. That all the other propofed regulations are better provided 
for by their prefent charter than they can be by any new one, &c.” Vide an Account of 
fomc Tranfaflions in the Houfe of Commons and before the Lords of the Privy Council, re- 
lating to "the late Eaft India Company, in quarto, 1693, p. 1,-2, &c. , 

In this fame year, the King’s anfwer to the Commons before-mentioned addrefs, was in 
fubftance, “ that, upon due confultation, he found he could not diflblve the faid company in 
lefs than three years warning; during which time they could not be hindered from trading, 
nor could a new company trade till thofe three years were expired. That the company hav- 
‘‘ ing rejefted moft of the regulations made by the committee of council, he was of opinion, 
that what was needful to preferve this, valuable trade could not be perfefled without the 
“ concurrence of Parliament : wherefore he recommended their preparing a bill for that 
** purpofe.” 

This was fpeaking like a good King to a free people; whereupon the Houfe of Commons 
took the fcttlemcnt of this trade into confideration : yet, through their divilTons, and the 
companyjs great intereft, they did nothing efFcftual ; only at the clofe of that feffion they ad* 
drefled the King to diflblve the company at die end of the faid three years ; which, he told 
them, he would take into confideration. 

A war with France having (before) been feen to be unavoidable by England, it was foon 
found to be very unfortunate for the latter, that as her maritime commerce was much greater 
' than that of France, Ihe was thereby very much expofed to captures by French privateers ; fa 
that, by an account laid before the Parliament, in this fame year 1692, it appeared, that the 
French had in the two years paft of this war, taken from England no lefs than three thoufand 
fail of trading veflels, great and fmall. And within the fame period wc had taken from France 
only fixty-feven mcrcliant ftiips. A terrible difference indeed. Yet not fo difficult to be 

accounted 
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1692 accounted for as fome might imagine, when it is confidcred that fo great a part of the French 
commerce was at this time carried on in foreign ftiips, and chiefly till now in Dutch bottoms. 

On the other hand, for balancing part of this great misfortune, the ftrift prohibition of 
commerce by both nations, during this war, proved the occafion of gradually deftroying feve- 
ral very profitable French manufaftures, which were either transferred to England direftly, or 
clfe cltabliflicd by other nations. Thus, 

Firft, France was almoll entirely deprived of a moft profitable linen raaniifafture, never 
likely to be regained, of two particular fpecies, viz. dowlas and lockram, chiefly manufaftu- 
red in Normandy and Britanny ; of which England was faid to have taken off to the value of 
two hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling annually. For Engl^id not being well able to be with- 
out thofe two forts of linen, fet the Hamburgers on imitating them fo well, that the very 
names of thofe French linens with us are buried in oblivion. 

Secondly, France, before this war, manufaftured fuch good and cheap felt-hats, at Caud- 
beque, Havre-de-Grace, and other places in Normandy, that, by our prohibiting of them, 
we have gradually arrived at fo great a perfedtioii in hat-making, as to make them better, as 
well as cheaper, than the French can do. 

Thirdly, Before this war, the fine glafs manufafture was almoft entirely French. For, not 
only very near all the plate-glafs of our coaches and chairs, and of our 'fine looking-glalles, 
came from France, but likewife our fineft window-glafs, which was ufually called Normandy- 
glafs, and French crown-glafs : both vvhich we have fince made entirely our own manufac- 
ture in the higheft perfeftion. 

• We have before obferved, under the year 1685, the great benefits which had accrued to 
England by her receiving the French Proteftant Refugees, who introduced feveral new manu- 
fafturcs: nevertheiefs, the improvement of them, and of the others before-named, could not 
have been fo fpeedily nor fo cfFeftually accomplhhcd, had it not been for the ftrift prohibition 
of intercourfe between the two nations by this war. Whereby alfo, 

Fourthly, Cutlery-ware, watches, toys, ribbons, &c. and more efpecially England’s firoad- 
filk manufafture, have been fo greatly improved, as even to out-do the PVench in all of them. 
Hence it may be well imagined liow immenfe the lofs of France muft have been in the decreafe 
of their faid manufafturcs. 

This year was propitious to England, by the great and fignal victory Ihc obtained over the 
naval power of France, olF La Hogue, on the coafl: of Normandy ; where an army of twenty 
' thoufand men lay ready to embark with the late King James, for invading of England, in 
cafe, as they hoped, that the French fleet Ihould prove viftorious. 

Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV. relates, that three hundred tianfport (hips were got 
ready at Brcft, and Admiral Tourville, with forty-four fhips of war, waited for them on the 
Norman coaft. D’Etrees was alfo on his way from Toulon, with another fqiiadron of thirty 
Ihips of war ; but they happened to be detained from joining Tourville by contrary winds.~ 
The combined fleet of England and Holland, according to him and others, confifted of near 
one hundred fail, commanded in chief by Admiral Ruflel, afterwards created Earl of Orford.. 
In this tremendous naval engagement, twenty-one of the beft Ihips of France were deftroyed^, 
amongft which was its fuperb admifal-fhip, the Royal Sun, of one hundred and ten brafs can- 
nons, fet on fire in fight of that army, and of the late King James. Voltaire relates, that 
fourteen of the largeft French fliips of war were run a-ground on the adjacent coaft, two of 
which number carried each one hundred and four guns; and their commanders, knowing 

that 
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692 that they mull be deftroyed by the enemy, with their own hands fet fire to them. This, adds 
he, was the lirll check which the maritime ftrength of I^ouis the Fourteenth had as yet received. 

In this fame year, the French Refugees in England formed a fuccefsful projeft to the ad- 
vantage of England, for the making of luftrings and alamode filks ; a manufafture then in 
great vogue, and from which France had reaped vail advantages, by England’s paying her great 
fums of money ywrly for them. They now had a patent for it, the Earl of Pembroke being 
their firft governor, for the foie privilege of making thofe filks, which they foon brought to 
perfection, whereby much money was laved. And although, by the change of fafliion, thcle 
filks arc not now in requell, the projcCl however contributed to the improvement of the Eng- 
lifir filk manufacture in gei\pral. By an aCl of the eighth and ninth of King William, cap. 
xxxvi. it appears, that the faid Royal Lultring Company had, in the year 1697, brought this 
msnufaCture to the greatcll perfection; wherefore foreign luftrings and alamodes arc thereby 
prohibited, &c. This obfolete charter was made one of the bubbles of the year 1720, and fell 
with them foon after to nothing. It was called the Royal Lultring (vulgarly Luteftring) 
Company. 

1693 Ii) the fourth and fifth years of King William and Queen Mary, an aCl of Parliament paf- 
fed, cap. XV. For continuing certain aCls therein mentioned, and for charging feveral joint- 
llocks ; whereby it was enaCted, 

I. That for every hundred pounds of Eaft India joint-ftock, there, fliould be anfwcred to 
“ their Majefties five.pounds ; valuing the whole joint-ftock of that company at feven hund- 
“ red and forty-four thoufand pounds, to be paid quarterly by their governor or treafurer, and 
“ to be deducted from the feveral perfons intcrefted in the faid ftock, according to tlich Icvc- 
“ ral lhares and proportions therein, upon their next dividends. 

“ II. And for every lhare in the jbint-ftock of the Royal African Company, twenty flril- 
“ lings.”— Without naming how many lhares, or what fum the faid joint-ftock confifted of. 

“ III. And for every lliare in the joint-ftock of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, five pounds.” 
■Without afeertaining the number of flrares, or the quantity of ftock of tliis company. 

“ And in cafe any of the faid three companies fliall make default in payment of any of the 
“ faid fums, at the time herein fpecified, the charter of fuch company rcfpcCtively lhall be, 
“ and is hereby adjudged to be void,” 

Thefe were the only joint-ftock commercial companies then in England ; the other three 
great commercial companies, viz. the Ruflia, Turkey, and Eaftland ones, being only regula- 
ted companies, wherein every member or freeman traded folely on his own bottom ; fulijeCt 
only to certain regulations and reftriClions by the bye-laws and general orders of each com- 
pany ; which have therefore the appellation of Regulated Companies. 

It happened, it may be truly faid either intentionally or moll unaccountably, that the Eaft 
India Company neglcflcd to pay their above tax within the time limited by this a£l ; by which 
, they legally forfeited their charter. Yet King William was unwilling to take advantage there- 
of, as it would have occafioned great diforders and loflcs to the proprietors. The company, 
however, hereupon was faid to have diftributed great fums of money to men in power ; they 
therefore obtained a new charter, on the feventh of Oflober, 1693, reftoring them to all the 
powers, &c. which former charters had given them ; but with the following provifo, viz. 

“ That if the company did not accept of^ fubmit to, and effeftually execute, fuch orders, 
“ direflions, additions, alterations, reftriflions. See. relating to the conftitution and powers of 
■f‘ their corporation, and its trade and joint-ftock, &c. as the King lhall by charter ordain, 

under 
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1693 “ under his great feal, before the twenty-ninth of September, 1694, then their Majefties may 
“ revoke this charter.” Which regulations and orders were accordingly made by two royal 
cliarters : the firft of which was on the eleventh of November, 1693, in fubllance as fol- 
lows, VIZ. 

** 1 . All fubferibers fhall be members of the company. 

IL Seven hundred and forty-four thqufand pounds (hall be the whole capital of the 
** company. 

III. None (hall fubfcrlbc above ten thoufand pounds. 

IV. In general courts, one thoufand pounds flock to h^avc one vote ; nor none fhall have 
above ten votes. 

V. Such as (hall become proprietors by purcliafe, fliall pay for their freedom five pounds ; 
who, as alfo the new fubferibers, lhall take the oaths appointed by law, and alfo the frec- 

“ man’s oath. 

“ VI. The governor, or in his abfcnce the deputy-governor, to have a calling vote in all 
courts ; each of them to have four thoufand pounds in their own right; and each committee- 
man one thoufand pounds.’^ They had not as yet got the modern name of dirc£lors. 

“ VII. No permifTion fhall be granted for fhips to India on a private account, on the pc^ 
nalty of forfeiting the charters. 

VIII. No private contraft is to be made for the fale of the company’s goods (faltpetrc 
only excepted, fold for the King’s ufe) : but all to be openly .and publicly fold. — And no 
one lor, jewels excepted, to exceed five hundred pounds value. 

IX. The company fhall annually export to India, of the growth and produft of England, 
to the value of at leaft one hundred thoufand pounds. 

“ X. 'Jlie company fhall annually fupply the crown with five hundred tons of faltpetrc, at 
thirty-eight pounds ten fliiilings per ton, in time of jpcacc ; and forty-five pounds in time 
of war. 

XI. All dividends of the company’s profits fliall, for the future, be made in money oniv. 
“ XII. A book to be hereafter kept by the company, wherein the value of their flock fliall 
be entered, as attefted upon oath, and to be viewed by all concerned ; and the like as to all 
** mortgages, alienations, transfers, and aflignments, 

Xlll. The joint-flock of the company fliall continue for twenty-one years : and one year 
“ before its expiration, books fhall lie open for new fubferiptions to a new joint-flock.” 

In an Englifli aft of Parliament, of this fourth and fifth year of King William and Qiiceii 
Mary, For the regaining, encouraging, and fettling the Greenland trade, cap. xvii. it is ob- 
ferved, That the trade to the Greenland feas, in the fifliing for whales, had heretofore been a 
very beneficial trade for England, both in refpeft to the employing of feamen ^nd fhips, and 
the confuming of great quantities of provifions, (how different is this flile from the proclamn- 
lions of King James and King Charles the Firfl !) as alfo in the importing of great quantities 
of oil and whale-fins : — Yet that this trade had been wholly loft to the kingdom, ^nd could 
now no otherwife be revived than by united endeavours in a joint-ftock.~‘‘ Wherefore, this 
aft incorporates Sir William Scawen, and forty-one perfons more, to be a corporation, by 
“ the name of The Company of Merchants of London trading to Greenland ; with the huihI 
“ powers of fucceffion, &c. this company having already fublcribcd forty thoufand pounds 
“ fpr that end : the mafter, and only.one-th'rd of the mariners to be Liiglilh,” (the want c;i' 
Englilh hargooners, 5 cc. being at this time fo great) “ and the fliips to be Eiigiilh-buili.-- 

“ All 
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693 AH contrafts, agreements, and bargains for their ftock to be void, unlefs transferred witTi- 
in ten days after.-— This corporation only to exift for fourteen years, from the firfl: of Ofto- 
ber, 1693.^^ ^ 

The Englifli and Dutch naval exploits in this year, proved almoll as unfortunate as they 
had beer! prolper^us in the preceding year. For Sir George Rookc, witli twenty-three fhips 
of war, having the Turkey fleet under his convoy, was attacked by the grand fleet of France, 
commanded in chief by Tourville, off Cape St. Vincent; who took or deftroyed twelve Eng- 
lifh and Dutch flrips of war, together with eighty merchant ihips, Entglifh and Dutch: which 
was a feverc lofs to both nations. 

The French, we have feen, having, even in time of peace, in the year i6S6, feized on all 
the forts of England in Hudfon’s Bay, excepting that at Port Nelfon, King William, in this 
year 1693, ^ force as retook all thofe forts. Ncverthelefs, foon after, the French, 

with a ftrongcr force, again poffeffed tliemfclves of all the forts in the bottom of that bay. 

1694 The revenues of the city of London having, in fome former times, been under bad or neg- 
ligent management, the fund for the Orphans of Freemen was fuffered to run fo far in arrear, 
that the Chamber of London, where that fund was, and is flill kept, was fliut up for fevcral 
years : of which great complaints were made at different times ; fo that this fliutting up was 
compared to King Charles the Second’s fliutting up of the Exchequer, in the year 1672. — 
After three or four years felicitation, the magiftracy coming into better hands, they, in this 
year 1694, obtained an aft of Parliament, For relief of the orphans, and other creditors of the 
city of London, (fifth and fixth of William and Mary, cap. x.) purporting, “ That whereas 
the mayor, commonalty and citizens, arc anfweraible for all monies of their orphalis ; but 
that, by reafon of fundry accidents and calamities, they are now indebted to the faid or- 
phans, and other creditors, for principal and intereft, in a much greater fuin than they are 
able to fatisfy, (viz. fix hundred Uioufand pounds) unlefs fome afliftance be given them : — 
It was therefore enafted, 

** Firft, That towards the raifing a perpetual fund, to pay the yearly intereft of four per 
cent, for the whole debt, to any orphans, or their aflig4is, or other creditors, of the city 
of London, all the manors, meffuages, markets, fairs, aquedufts, and revenues of the faid 
‘‘ city, (excepting the public hofpitals, and the revenues of London ^bridge) fliall be charged 
forever, from Midfummer 1694, towards raifing the clear yearly fuin of eight thoufand 
“ pounds for ever, and two thoufand pounds more to be raifed per annum, on pcrfonal eflates. 
And, for the increafe of this fund, fix hundred pounds per annum was to be paid out of 
‘‘ the profits of the convex lamps (then in vogue, but fince come to nothing ; four-pence 
“ per chaldron for metage on coals imported ; and fix-penee more per chaldron or ton, for 
‘‘ fifty y^rs, from Michaelmas 1700, to be colleftcd in the fame manner as by the aft of the 
‘‘ nineteenth of Charles the Second, For rebuilding of the city of London ; alfo four (hillings 
per ton on wines imported; two (hillings and fix- pence for binding of every apprentice; 

** and five (hillings for every new freeman. — And, to the intent that this fund may be perpe- 
‘‘ ,tual, it was now enafted, That from the time that tlic laft-named impofition of fix-pcncc 
on coals (hall ceafe and determine,*^ viz. from Michaelmas 1750, ** then the before-named 
city-lauds, manors, meffuages, markets, &c. and all other the* city’s revenues, (hall (land 
and be charged with the further yearly fum of fix thoufand pounds, over and above the 
‘‘ before-named annual fum of eight thoufand pounds, applicable to the fame ufc. All which 
“ films (hall, in the firft place, be applied to pay the faid four per cenL yearly, for intereft on 
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TO94 “ the faid orphans debt, to be paid half yearly, on Midfumraer and St. Thomas’s day : which 

‘debt fliall be a perpetual transferable flock. — But no orphan fhall, for the future, be com- 
“ peilabte to pay any money into the chamber of London. — And any orphan, under twenty- 
“ one years of age, applying hereafter to pay in a fum of money into the chamber of London, 

may take advantage of this afl, and the Chamberlain may thereupon pay off the like fum to 
“ any who are not orphans under twenty-one years of age, and admit the faid orphan in his 
“ flead. — Claufes in favour of the corporations of the water-companies of the New River, 
“ York Buildings, Shadwell, and London Bridge.” 

It vvas a very fad difgracc to Sir John Trevor, then Speaker of the Koufc of Commons, to 
be expelled by that Houfc in the fuccceding Seflion, for having taken a bribe of one thoufand 
guineas for the facilitating the pafllng of this adl : he himfelf being obliged, in the chair, to 
put the quellion for his own expullion. We may here add, that upon the credit of this new 
Orphans Fund, a projeft was afterward propofed to be ingiafted by Mr. William Patcrfoii 
the f;nl projcdlor of the Bank of England, and others, — for railing an additional joint- llock 
of lix hundred thoufand pounds, for lending of money on land fecuriiics, for a voluntarv rc- 
giftcr of lands, and for ilfuing and circulating of a paper credit, &c. which, however, did not 
take place. 

By a llatute of the twenty-firft of King George TI. cap. xxix. this afl is further explained 
and enforced, and the faid fix pence per chaldron continued for thirty-fivo years, from 1750 ; 
and alfo three thoufand pounds yearly to be paid to the Mercers Company, for the relief of 
• t^cir annuitants. 

By the great increafe of the Lotidon Ihipping and navigation, the parts of the fuburbs caft 
of the Tower, and below St. Catherine’s, called Wapping, were become fo populous, that, 
in tills fame year 1694, it was found necefiary to creft a new church and parifli, for the inha- 
bitants thereof, by the name of, The Parilh of St. John in Wapping, in the County of Alid- 
dlcfex. 

By an afl of Parliament of the faid fifth and fixth of William and Mary, cap. xxii. a tax 
was laid on London hackney coaches, then fixed at feven hundred in number, of four pounds 

per annum each, befide a fine of fifty pounds for their firft licence for twenty-one years ; and 
eight pounds per annum on llage coaches. And, (that we may have no more to fay hereafter 
on this point) by an a£l of the ninth year of Qiieen Anne, cap. xxiii. tiie hackney coaches of 
London were fixed at eight hundred in number, to commence from Midfummer 1715, when 
the former term was to expire ; from which term each of thofe coaches were to pay five fiiill- 
lings weekly. Alfo two hundred hackney chairs were thereby licenfed, at ten Ihillings each 
per annum : in the year following they were increafed to three hundred ; and by cap. xii. of 
the twelfth year of King George the Firft, the faid hackney chairs were increafed to four'hun- 
dred in number, by rcafon of the great increafe of new buildings weftward. 

ThisJame year is memorable for die firft ereftion of the prefent moft ufeful and laudable 
Corporation of the Bank of England ; which has not only proved extremely beneficial to 
commerce, but has alfo, on many emergencies, been a great fupport of the public credit of the 
nation. 

We have partly feen, that before this time there were propofals and fehemes offered to the 
public for a like purpofe : and, it is indeed fomewhat llrangc, that a public or gcnpral bank, 
capable of not only fupporting its own credit, by a paper currency, for the benefit of com- 
aiercc, (efpecially witli refpeft to large paymentSi) but alfo for aflifting or fupporting the na- 
Yol. IL . 4 G ‘ tional 
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1694 tional credit, was not fooiier eftabliflied in r country fo much abounding in wealth and coni- 
merce. 

There were in Europe, at this time, but four great or confiderable banks, viz. thofeof Am- 
fterdam, Venice, Genoa, and Hamburg; of which all but that of Genoa, are folcly for the 
convenience of merchants : of which alfo we have already treated fufficiently* At Amftcrdam, 
Vcrnicc, and ^lainburg, all bills of exchange and other large payments arc ufually paid-in their 
banks, which faves much trouble to merchants. 

There are in other parts of Europe certain banks, which arc not only for the convenience 
of commerce, but for the emolument of their proprietors. TlK)fc proprietors having origi- 
nally advanced money tp tlic Hate, for which they had a perpetual fund of intereft ; and they 
obtained alfo the privilege of calh-kccpcrs for merchants and others. Such are the banks of 
Genoa, Naples, and Bologna ; there being two fuch in the laft-named city, in one of which 
though only ten per cent, was ever paid in, they are faid to make a dividend on the whole no- 
minal capital ; and they are aHa faid to lend money at one per cent, per annum, proceeding 
from the great cafh they arc intrufted with without intereft. After this fccond fort of banks 
was our new intended Bank of England modelled, as well as the two incorporated Banks of 
Edinburgh. 

Moft of the former printed propoftls for public banks in England, feem to have had that 
of Amftcrdam principally in view ; but although that famous bank be, without doubt, a noble 
and very ufeful one amongft a people whofc wealth confifts almoft entirely in money, and 
what we call pcrfonal eftates, it is at leaft doubtful, whether one exaftly after that moflcl would 
be fo fuitable for England. Be this as it may, it is certain, that fcveral men of good abilities 
had for many years paft employed their thoughts on this important fubjeft, nearly rcfcmbling 
the Bank of Genoa, and partly ihofe alfo of our own private bankers, having circulating notes 
or bills, but with more than all the convenicneies oTthofe private ones, aPKl without the ha- 
zard of bankruptcies. It was alfo well judged, that, in order to bringdown the high rates of 
intereft and premiums at this time paid by the government, which was big with mifehief to 
commerce, by inducing men to draw their money out of trade, it would be requifitc to efta- 
blilh a public transferable fund of intereft; which bank ftiould alfo be for the convenience of 
daily receipts and payments ; and tliat fuch a -feheme fhould be conftituted a body-politic, with 
proper powers, &:c. 

Mr. William Paterfon, merchant, who had been much in feveral foreign countries of Eu- 
rope, had laboured this point ever fince the year 1691, with Michael Godfrey, Efquire, and 
others of the fame mind : and, as England, at this time, was put to very conlidcrable difficul- 
ties for raffing the annual fupplics, in order to fupport an expeiffive waragainft fu potent a 
foreign #neray ; whilft the public mcafures were at the fame time clogged and diftrefled by a 
yiolenlly-difaffeaed faflion at home, who alleged, that banks could thrive nowhere but in a 
republic ; and yet would at other times argue, that fuch a bank as was propofed, would make 
the King abfolute ; — he hoped, that the government would therefore readily incorporate, with 
certain powers and privileges, a number of well-aflfedled gentlemen, who would advance 
large fum, by way of loan, for the public exigencies : yet, as he bimfelf relates, in his Ac- 
count of his Tranfaftions rn Relation to the Bank of England* and the Orphans Fund, print- 
ed in folio, in the year 1695, he found it much more difficult to get it confcntcd to by the 
Privy Council, the King being in Flanders, in order to be brotight into Parliament^, than he 
had at firft apprehended. The monied men alfo oppofed it, left it fhould dimiuifbi as it cer- 
tainly 
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1^694 talnly foon after did, their exorbitant gains from the public diftrelfes ; for even eight percent, 
on the land tax, befide additional premiums, though payable within the year, did not fatisfy 
them. Other anticipations of the public revenues were much higher, the intereft, premiums, 
and difeounts thereon running up to twenty, thirty, and forty per cent. And fad it was to 
eonfider, that contradls for things fold to the government, were made on the foot of forty, 
fifty, to cent, per cent, above the current value; according to the fame author, who was 
known to be well acquainted with the ftate of things in thofe times. 

At this time, Mr. Paterfon obferves, in his ingenious book called. The Conferences on 
the Public Debts, by the Wednefday’s Club in Friday Street, that fo greatly were the then 
minifterial people diftrefled for raifijig the annual fuj>pllcs, as to ftoop to felicitations to the 
London Common-council, for the borrowing of only one or two hundred thoiifand pounds 
at a time, on the firft payments of the land tax ; as particular Common-councilmcn did to the 
private inhabitants in their refpeilive wards, going from houfe to houfe for the loan of 
•money. 

'Fhe debates held long in the Pi'ivy Council, Qiiccn Mary prefent, many being of opinion, 
that a bank would not aiifwer, as they were only to have eight per cent, on the one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds to be advanced by the propofers of this bank. The dif- 
alfeflcd were all againft it ; alleging, it would engrofs the money^ flock, and riches of the 
kingdom. 

In brief, an aft of Parliament having pafled in this fame fifth and fixth of King William 
ajid Queen Mary, cap. xx. For granting fevcral rates and duties on tonnage of fltips, and 
on beer, ale, and other liquors, for fecuring certain recpmpenccs, &c. to fuch perfons as 
lhall voluntarily advance one million five hundred thaufand pounds, it was thereby enafted, 
That their Majefties might grant a commilfion to take particular fublcriptions for one mil- 
lion two hundred thoufand, part of the faid one million five hundred tlioufand pounds/* 
(bccaufc the miniftry would not truft the whole to this new fcheme) “ of any perfons, natives 
or foreigners — whom their Majefties were hereby empowered to incorporate, with a yearly 
“ allowance of one hundred thoufand pounds viz. ninety-fix thoufand pounds, or eight 
per cent, for intereft, till redeemed ; and four thoufand pounds to be allowed the intended bank, 
for charges of management. — The corporation to have the name of, The Governor and Company 
“ of the Bank of England , — Their fakl fund to be redeemable upon a year’s notice, after the 
“ firft of Auguft, 1705, and payment of the principal ; and then the corporation to ceafe. 

The company was hereby enabled topurchafe lands, &c. unlimitedly, — and to enjoy the 
other ufual powers of corporations,— fTheir ftock to be transferable. — The corporation fliall 
“ not borrow or give fecurity under their common feal, by bill, bond, covenant, or agree- 
ment ; nor fhall owe at any one time more than one million two hundred thoufand pounds, 
unlefs it be by future afts of Parliament, upon funds to be agreed on in Parliament. — And 
in cafe of this corporation’s borrowing any greater fum than one million two hundred 
thoufand -pounds as aforefaid, under their common feal, then every private member, and 
‘‘ their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fhall be proportionably chargeable therewith, or for 
the repayment thereof. — Tin's corporation fhall not employ, or trade with any of theii flock, 
monies, or effefts, in the buying or felling of any goods or merchandize whatever, on forfei- 
ture of treble the value of what is fo traded for. — Provifo, that the faid corporation may deal 
in bills of exchange, and in buying and felling of bullion, gold, or filver, and in felling of 
any goods or merchandize which fhall be pledged to Uiem for money lent thereon, and 
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“ which fliall not be redeemed at the time agreed on, or within three months after ; anJ may 
alfo fell fuel) goods as fhall be the produce of Jaiids purchafed by the faid corporation.— 
Provided always, that all bills obligatory, under the feal of the iitid corporation, may be 
“ affigjiablc by indorfement thereon, totics quottes\ and fuch affignraents fhall abfolutely veft 
“ the property in the afTignees. — Provifo, that if the governor, deputy-governor, direftors,’^ 
(this is the lirft-«tiuie that the word, Direftors, comes into ufe, inftead of committees, &c.) 
managers, or other members of.thc corporation fo to bo eflablilhed, fhall, upon the account 
of the faid corporation, at any time purchafeany crown lands or revenues, or fhall advance 
to the crown any money by way of loan or anticipation, on any branch of the revenue, 
“ otlier than on fuch branches on which a credit of loan is or fliall be granted by Parliament, 
“ they fliall forfeit treble the value of money fo lent.*^ (It is more than probable, that the 
framers of this claufe had then in their thoughts King Charles the Second’s fhutting up of the 
Exchequer, with the bankers money therein, in the year 1672, which they, as wc have fccii, 
had, from time to time, advanced to that Prince, by way of anticipation of his revenues ; and 
that this wife provifo was intended to prevent any fuch dangerous mifehief for the future.) — 
Provided, that no letters of fignet, privy feal, or great feal of the crown, fhall pardon or 
** remit any fine or amerciament charged on this corporation, on account of any fuit brought 
againft them ; but fuch fine fliall be deduced out of their annual fund.” 

This lafl- named provifo was wifely framed to reftrain a formerly affumed prerogative of the 
crown before the late happy revolution. The reft of this long aft relates to the King’s grant- 
ing of annuities for one, two, or three lives, for three hundred thoufand pounds prin^-ipal 
money, the refidue of the one million five hundred thoufand pounds^ to be raifed by this aft, 
as above. 

In confequence of this aft of Parliament, the fubferiplions for the faid one million two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds was compleated in ten days time, and twenty-five per cent, paid down. 
And the King’s charter of incorporation was executed on the twenty-feventh of July, 1694. 
Tliougli it mufl be here obferved, that this charter was in faft little more than a piece of legal 
form, all the eflential powers, privileges, &c. granted to this bank, being-included in the above 
aft of Parliament ; which has virtually been a leading one for the erefting of all future great 
trading corporations ; whereby (agreeable to the aft of Parliament of the year 1689, entitled. 
An Aft declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subjefts, &c. which law we apprehend we 
have before rightly termed, England’s new Magna Cliarta) the crown is limited and reliraintd 
from granting, by its foie authority, new cxclufivc powers, privileges, fic. to any perfon or 
body-politic whatever. Upon which ground it is, that all corporations erefted folcly by the 
Crown, without the fanftion of Parliament, whether before or fince the date of that famous 
aft of the year 1689, which contain any exclufive rights in their charters, have, upon proper 
and public enquiry, been determined to be fo far illegal. 

Wc may here alfo further remark, that this is the firft inftance of any national fund being 
managed by any other than the crown officers at the Exchequer ; which new method, of al- 
lowing a round fum for charges of management, has ever been fince follovved, not only with 
Tcfpeft to the Bank, but alfo to the Eall India and South Sea companies ; which allowances 
for the expence of management, /. e. for falarics of governors, direftors, clerks, office-rent, 
&c. were at firft ufually computed from what fiiliilar funds had formerly coft the crown when 
managed at the Exchequer ; though generally, in later times, I coiiceijfe,* with fome favJng tc> 
the public in this new method. 
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1694 The creftion of this famous bank,” (fays its projeftor, the above-named Mr. Paterfon, 
who was chofen one of its firft direftors, not only rfclicved the miniftcrial manager^ from 
their frequent procOffions,” as he terms them, into the city, for borrowing of money on 
** the beft and ncareft public fecurities, at an intcreft of ten or twelve per cent, per annum ; 
** but likcwifc gave life and currency to double or treble the value of its capital in other 
branches of public credit; and fo, under God, became the principal means of the fuccefs of 
“ the campaign in the following year 1695, as particularly in reducing the important fortrefs 
“ of Namur, the firft material ftep towards tlie peace concluded at Ryfwich, in the year 1697.” 

Mr. Godfrey, before-named, in his judicious Brief Account of the intended Bank of Eng- 
land, publiflied in this fame year, wifely foretold, \hat if the bank can circulate their foun- 
dation of one million two hundred thoufand pounds, without having more than three hun- 
** dred thoufand pounds lying dead at one time with another, the faid bank will be, in rffeft, 
“ as nine hundred thoufand pounds ftefli money brought into the nation. Thus,” continues 
he, “ it will make money plentiful, — trade cafy and fecure ; — will raife the price of lands, — 
wmII draw the fpccics of gold and filver into the hands of the common people, as we fee it in 
Holland, Genoa, and other places where thefe funds are accommodated to receipts and 
** payments. But after all,” fays he, ** the happy effefts of this undertaking, like almoft all 
other great things in trade, will be beft underftood by the pradVice thereof, when time ftiall 
convince the ignorant, &c.” And, as this has aftually happened as the faid able gentleman 
foretold, we fliall not need to fay more in this place on the great benefits of this bank. 

» The charter was dated July twenty-feventh, 1694 ; and direfts, that there be a governor, 
deputy governor, and twenty-four direftors ; of wdiich thirteen or more in number ftiall 
‘‘ conftitutc a court, the governor or deputy governor to be alw^ays one : five hundred pounds 
flock to be the lowcft qualifications for a vote in general courts ; and no proprietor, how 
** much foever his flock may be, fhall have more than one vote. The governor’s qualifica- 
tion flock to be at leaft four thoufand pounds, the deputy governor’s three thoufand pounds, 
and each dircdlor’s two thoufand pounds : and all thefe lliall be natural born fubjeds, or 
naturalized Lcficning their qualification flock vacates their office. Which offices lhall be 
“ only annual. They fhall take the ftate oath, and alfo the oath of office, and Ac oath of 
‘‘ flock qualification. Voters alfo in general courts lliall take the qualification oath and ftate 
‘‘ oath. No dividend to be made but by confent of a general court ; and fhall be only out of 
“ the intercfl, profit, or produce, arifing by fuch dealing, buying, and felling, as the before 
“ recited aft of Parliamenr allows. General courts may make bye laws, &c. agreeable to the 
‘‘ aft of Parliament, and the general laws of the kingdom ; — may impofe fines on contra- 
“ veners ; — mav appoint falaries to governors, direftors, &c. Stock to be devifeable by will, 
to be attefted by three or more witnefles,” This was altered by an aft •f the eighth and 
ninth of King William, which made bank flock a perfonal eftate, and to defeend accordingly. 

Laftly, neither the governor, nor the deputy governor, in his abfence, fhall have any vote 
“ cither in general courts or in courts of direftors, favc where there fhall appear to be an 
equality, or equal number of votes.” 

It is evident, from the above recited aft of Parliament and charter, that this bank is em- 
powered to lend money on pawns or pledges yet that corporation has as yet made but little 
or no ufe of tl?at power; although in the London Gazette, of the fixth ot May 1695, is the 
fdllowing advcrtricJhicnt, viz. “ The Court of Direftors of the Bank of England give notice, 
that they will lend money on plate, lead, tin, copper, ftcel, and iron, at four per cent, per 

annum.’* 
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annum.*^ They have hitherto contented themfelvcs with banking only; including therein, 
'l 9 ic dealing in bullion of gold and filver, — the difcoimting of bills of exchange, — the advan- 
^cing of money to the public on the credit jof afts of Parliament, and the circulating of their own 
fcalcd bills, which bore intereft, though lince laid alide, and of their cafh notes on demand, 
bearing n© inlcrcft^ as alfo the circulating of exchequer bills for the government, on a ftated 
allowance. In all which this happy corporation has proved extremely advantageous to the na* 
tion, apd has preferved its integrity, and, as far as was poflibic, its credit, even in very peri- 
lous times, down to our ou^n days : which has indeed been chiefly owing to their members 
great care in elcflii^g for their governors and dircAors, only gentlemen of known abilities and 
integrity, as well as of fortune. 

Notwithftanding all the precautions u fed in the powers given by law to this bank, it had 
many enemies to {Iruggle againft. Even before this year expired dt was fharply animadverted 
on in print, as unfit to be continued. Some very ridiculous objections palTed down with 
many: as that all national banks have hitherto been peculiar to republics, this being the 
fiift of any in Europe crefteiin a monarchy. That its managers and chief fubfciibcrs were 
inclinable to republican principles. That it may fubvert the regal government, by getting 
the public moni;y, &c. into their hands. That it draws The money out of trade, for the 
** fake of eight per cent, intereft. That it deftroys pcrfonal credit, on which young incr- 
“ chants were wont to be fnpportcd in their commerce, &c.” 

On the twenty-eighth of September i6()4, the Englilh Eaft India Company had a fecond 
charter of regulations ; which, after reciting the fubftaiiceof the two preceding charteis„,n>adc 
the following alterations and explanations, among others, viz. 

I. The company may licence their own commanders and mariners,” but none other, 
to trade on their own private account, in fuch commodities and to fuch value as a general 
“ court {hall direft ; provided entry be firft duly made, as well as cuftom paid, before landing 
“ the fame. 

ri. To the intent that the company’s annually exporting to India the value of one hnn- 
dred thoufand pounds of Englilh goods may truly be proved, a juft account thereof in writ« 
ed by the governor or deputy, iliall be annually laid before the King and council, 
“ attefted on the oath of the proper officers : whichgoods lhall not .be relandcd, nor can led 
any where out of the company’s limits. 

in. Neither die governor, deputy, nor committee, ftiall lend outthe company’s monev, 
without the authority of a general court, &c. 

“ IV. If this and the two laft charters lhall not appear to be profitable to the crown and 
realm, either in whole or in part, then, after three years warning, ’all the faid three charters 
fliall be determined and void, and the faid governor and company lhall no longer continue 
“ a corporation. Laftly, 

“ V. This company lhall, by a writing under their common feal, declare their acceptance 
of andfubmiflion to tliis and tlic faid two laft charters, or clfc they lhall no longer aft as a 
corporation.” 

We may here juft briefly mention a temporary law, made in the fifth and fixth of William 
and Mary, cap, xxiv. for encouraging the building of good and defcnfible Ihips. Which 
grants one-tenth part of the tonnage and poundage duty to the builders of^threc decked IJiips, 
of at leaft four hundred and fifty tons burden and thirty-two guns, for ten years to-come; to 
be allowed only on or for their firft three voyages. 


la 



MU, 

4694 In this fame year, the Dutch in tlie Eaft Indies' took from the French the fortrefs of Pon- 
dicherry, on the coaft of Coromandel; whereby (as Voltaire’s fccoud volume of the age of 
Louis XIV. obfervqs) the commerce of France declined very much in India. Yet Louis 
obliged the Dutch, at the peace of Ryfwich, in the year i697» to reftore Pondicherry to the 
French Company ; and it was thereupon better fortified by that company ; though fince taken 
by ur. They have alfo lince that period greatly incrcafed their commerce to Indja; as both 
the Englifli and Dutch Companies know to their coft. 

By the new fubfeription of feven hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds, which added 
feven hundred and eighty-one members’ to the Engliih Eaft India Company, it might have 
been imagined, that they bad now efFeftually fecured themfclves agaiiift the future attacks of 
opponents. But as this company had expenefed vaft fums of money to courtiers, members of 
Parliament, and others, as well for the obtaining of the laft three charters, as for endeavour- 
ing to divide and buy off the interlopers ; and more efpcciaHy for endeavouring. to obtain an 
aft of Parliament for their abfolutc legal cftahlifliment ; their enemies found means to in- 
fluence the Houfe of Commons fo far againft them as to enter upo4ia ftrift examination of 
their faid praftices. 

In the courfe of this enquiry they dilciovered, that in the year 1693 alone, whilft Sir 
Thomas Cooke was governor, and Francis Tyflen, Efquire, deputy governor, upwards of 
eighty thoufand pounds werc expended for fccret fcrvices by the former, and by Sir Bafil Fire 
brafs, lately brought off from the interloping intereft ; which two laft-named gentlemen re- 
fuling to difeover to whom the faid fecret fcrvice money was given, were, together with Mr. 
Charles Bates and Mr. James Craggs, committed to the Tower of London, by the Houfe of 
Commons, in the- year 1695. And although, in obedience to an aft of Parliament, of the 
faid year 1O95, Sir Thomas Cooke made a difeovery of many things to both houfesof Par- 
liament, yet it did not give entire fatisfaftion ; as may be more fully feen in a printed Col- 
Icftioii and Supplement of the Debates and Proceedings of Parliament, of the years 1694 and 
1695, upon the Enquiries into the late Briberies and corrupt Praftices, quarto, 1695^ Con- 
cerning which we ftiall juft obferve, that various finiftcr arts at that lime ufed, were after- 
wards praftifed on a fimilar occafion in the famous year 1720: fuch, for inftance, as Sir 
Bafil Firebrafs’s contrafting with the Eaft India Company to put, to oblige that edm- 
])any to receive of him) lixty thoufand pounds India ftock, at one hundred and fifty per cent, 
when the chartclr ftiould be granted ; although their ftock was then only at one hundred per 
cent. — Whereupon the company paid him the difference, being thirty thoufand pounds.— 
The difpofal of which laft fura Sir Bafil Firebrafs could never be brought to difeover. Great 
fums were alfo laid out for t[ie refufal of ftock at certain prices, on the fame fuppofition. (Re^ 
fufal of ftock was a contraft for having the option of demanding of ftcck a fixed price ; as 
the Put of ftock was a contraft by which, for a premium paid down, the coniraftor obliged 
b'imfelf fo take- a fixed quantity of ftock, at a future time, for a fixed and higher price therein 
fpccified.) Thcfe new-fangled or cant terms were firft bfbught into ufe by this company; and 
in this way of ftock-jobbing daily bargains were made for many fucceeding years, fo as to be 
fince reduced into a kind of fciencc ; but moft eminently in the famous year 1720, and feme 
years after, till all fuch time-^contrafts and bargains for flocks were made penal by aft of Parlia- 
ment. Great fums were alfo laid out by the managers, to anfwer the company’s contrafts for 
^ of ftock,, &c. The Houfe of Commons had ^Ifo impeached the Duke of Leeds, then 
Lord Prefident of the Council, ou the laid account ; but the prorogation of the Pariiament 
S .PVit 
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}4 put an end to it. Some years after this buttle was over. Sir Thomas Cooke had twelve thou-* 
fand pounds beftowed on him by the general court of this company, by way of compenfation 
for his former fufFerings on their account. 

In this fame year, a beginning was made to the defign of the now noble and magnificent 
iiofpital at;, Greenwich, for the reception of decayed failors ferving in the Royal-navy. King 
William and Quefti Mary had for feme time had this much at heart; and they accordingly 
made agrantof the royal palace at Greenwich, a part of which, on the. weft fide, had been begun 
to be rebuilt for a royal palace by King Charles the Second, as alfo of a large adjoining fpacc 
of ground, for this end King William, after Queen Mary’s deaths on the twenty-fifth of 
Oftober 1695, appointed by patent a number of commiffioners for direfting the building and 
endowing of this intended hofpital, and granted a large fum out of his civil lift for that end, 
and his royal fucceffors were alfo conlidcrablc benefaftors to it. At length annual fums were 
granted by Parliament for finilhing of this truly magnificent ornament, the glory of Great 
Britain ; which was fully compleated in tlie reign of his late Majefty King George the Second. 

In the fecond edition of the firft volume of Bifhop Gibfoii’s continuation of Camden’s 
Britannia, we have an authentic view of the vaft incrcafe of England’s royal navy, exhibited 
in this year 1695, by Samuel Pepys, Efquirc, viz. 

Different Stales of ihe Royal Navy, In Camden s 1 607. 

1. Number of fhips and veflcls from! 

iifty tons and upwards J fhips. 

2. The general tonnage of the whole was under 23,600 tons. 

2. The number of men required fori 

. ■ , r r was under 7,800 men. 

manning tlie fame J 

4. The medium of its annual f peace under 15,500/. 
charge .during the laft 5 years of \ war under 96,400/. 

In this remarkable year the Parliament, gentry, and merchants of Scotland made a very 
great effort (perhaps one of the greateft that had ever been effayed at one time by any Euro- 
pean nation in their very firft attempt) for eftablifhing a colony of their own people in Ainc- 
lica ; and, at the fame time, a company for commerce to Africa and the Eaft Indies : which, 
however, proved ultimately very fatal to Scotland. It was faid to have been fccretly fet on and 
encouraged by the interlopers in the Englifh Eaft India trade; who, finding that both King 
' and Parliament inclined to favour the company, flattered themfclves with hopes, that, by thus 
encouraging the Scotifh defign, they might obtain their own particular ends. 

Be that as^it may, it is certain, that the Scots had long lamented their being almoft the only 
maritime country in Europe, without the Mediterranean and Baltic Seas, which had no co- 
lony nor fettlement out of Europe. This point was more efpecially iu their thoughts fince 
the reftoration of King Chafles the Second ; but the violent meafurcs of the two royal 
brothers, prevented that harmony which was neceffary to reconcile people of oppofite parties 
in fo great a national concern. 

Upon King William’s acceflion, they began to think more fcrioully about fuch mercantile 
fehemes in Scotland ; and, in the year 1693, their Parliament pafled an aft for encouragirg of 
foreign trade, by impowering merchants to enter into commercial focietics ; more efpecially 
for trading to Alia, Africa, and Anierica. And that aft paved the way for another ;in this 

year, 


At this Timcj 1695 . 

Now above 200 fliips. 
Now above 112,400 tons. 

Now above 45,000 men. 

Above 400,000/. 

Above 1,620,000/. 
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i*69'5 year, artd for a royal charter in confcquencc of it, incorporating a company to trade to thofe 
parts. It had been framed by Mr. William Paterfon, the projeftor of the Bank of England, 
and of the new Orphans Fund. He had lived fome years in America, as well as in feveral 
other foreign parts, and had entered far into fpcculations relating to commerce and colonies. 
He w’as fo much regarded for his merit and public fcrvices, and alfo on account of his lofles, in 
projefting even this unfuccefsful projeft, that thcBritilh Houfe of Commons, in tile year 1713, 
voted him eighteen thoufind two hundred and forty-one pounds ten iliillings and ten pence 
three farthings, in confcqucnce of the rcfolutions of the Houfe of Commons, on the fourth of 
March 1707. Mr. Paterfon had thought of a place in the country called Darien, very near 
the ifthmus which joins North and South America, uninhabited by any European people, and 
where a good fcttlement of Scots might be made, and to have another fettlcment oppofite to it 
on the South Sea near Panama : whereKy he propofed, that a great trade might be carried on 
both to the Eaft and Weft Indies. The fubftance of the Scots aft of Parliament and Charter 
was, 

“ I. That a number of perfons of quality, and of eminent merchants, &c. and their fuc- 
cefTors, fliall conftitute a company fora trade to Afia, Africa, and America; to be called. 
The Company of Scotland trading to Africa and the Indies. 

“ II. Half its capital ftock at leaft, lhall always belong to native Scotfmen, always refiding 
in Scotland ; the reft by Scots in foreign parts, and by foreigners. 

“ III. The qualiiications of members. 

IV. The company’s power to purchafe lands, &c. 

V. And to levy forces and fit out Ihips, for war as well as commerce — and that they may 
plant colonics and ereft forts any-whcrc, not being the property of any European ftate, See. 

<< — Provided, that their ftiips fhall return direftly to Scotland with their cargoes, 

‘‘ VI. VII. VIII. The trade to Alia and Africa to be for ever exclufivc of all but the com- 
** pany : but to Darien only for thirty-one years. — To hold their lands of the crown in fove- 
rcigniy. — And if any damage be done to the company, the King proiuifes to interpofe at 
the public charge, for juftice and reftitution. 

“ IX. Ships and merchandize to be free from all reftraints and prohibitions ; as alfo from 
all cuftoms and taxes for twenty-one years, as fliall alfo the company’s members, fervaiits, 
&c.” 

No fooncr was the company erefted than Mr. Paterfon and his friends in England had in- 
fluence enough to get three hundred thoufand pounds fterling fubferibed in niitc days time : 
foon after three hundred thoufand more w^as fubferibed in Scotland, the whole capital being 
at firft defigned to be but fix hundred' tlioufand pounds fterling. But, fearing that the Eiiglilli 
fubferibers would foon be obliged to withdraw their fubferiptions, Mr. Patqjfon and his afTo- 
ciates went for Amftcrdam, where they at firft met with encouragement ; but the magiflrates, 
foon fufpefting the prejudice this new company might do both to their Eaft and Weft In- 
dia companies, entirely fruftrated their fubferiptions there. Their next attempt was therefore, 
at Hamburg, where they were very cordially received, and they exprefled their forrow for 
there being left room for no more than two hundred thoufand pounds fterling for themfelvcs 
to fubfcribc. 

- Thus far the company’s wilhes fuccceded ; and, as it was expefted, that in Scotland two 
Inindred' thoufand pounds more would be fubferibed, to make the capital up to one million 
ilerllng, they therefore haftened the building and purchafing Ihips of great burden, both at 
Vol 4 il. 4 H ' Ham- 
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95 Hamburg and Amftcrdam ; when fucldenly this fine profpeft was over-clouded, by the alarms 
taken by both the Englifli Houfes of Parliament, who, in December 1695, v6ry pathetically 
addrefled the King againft the great advantages which he had confented to be granted to this 
company; — ‘‘ whereby,** fay they, a great part of the ftock and lliipping of England will 
“ be carried into ^otland, where there will be a free port for all Eaft India commodities ; 
“ and that, confequently, the feveral places of Europe, till now fupplied from England,- 
“ would from thence be furnilhed much cheaper. — The faid Eaft India merchandize alfo will 
be run into England by the Scots, to the unfpeakable prejudice of England’s trade and navi- 
“ gation, and of your Majefty*s cuftoms. — And that, if the Scots be fufFered to fettle planta- 
“ tions in America, our commerce in tobacco, fugar, cotton, iVins, mafts, &c. will be ut- 
terly loft.*’ With much more to the fame elFeft. 

King William’s firft anfwcr was, that he had been Hl-ferved in Scotland; but neverthe-* 
Icfs he hoped, that remedies might be found out to prevent the mifehiefs fnggefled.” 

The Houfe of Commons alfo enquiring into the fubferiptions made in England, the ma- 
nagers thereof difappeared, and two of them were impeached by that Houfe. The fiift fub- 
feription money was therefore repaid to fuch fubferibers, whereby three hundred thoufand 
pounds was at once cut off from this new company’s capital. — It was alfo apprehended, ihat^ 
Ihould this company fucceed, the Scots would in time become fo powerful as to be able to fe- 
paratc themfelvcs altogether from England ; which would be. attended with very fatal coiifc- 
qucnccs. 

It is therefore not at all to be wondered at, that the Englifh miniftry and council, a^ \well 
as the Parliament, fo ftrongly urged tbe King to crulh this company in its cradle. For which 
end, Sir Paul Rycaut, the Englilh Miniflcr at Hamburg, carneftly remonftrateJ to that opu- 
lent city againft permitting the Deputies of the Scots Company to keep an open office for fub- 
feriptions there, as having no authority for it from King William, — Yet the traders at Ham- 
burg, being very fond of the feheme, efteemed it a great hatdlhip to be prevented from fub- 
feribing. — Tlrey were, however, forced, with much regret, to rclinquilh their fubferiptiens : 
whereby two hundred thoufand pounds more was cut off from the company’s capital, after it 
had coft thirty thoufand pounds in obtaining it. Tlie Cc^uncil-gcneral and the Court of Di- 
rcSors of the Scots Company in vain applied to tl>e King, and they got addrefles to him from 
all parts of Scotland, for obtaining the fitting of their Parliament : and, notwithftanding all 
thefe difappoiutments at London, Arafterdara, and Hamburg, they take atj additional fub- 
feription at home of one hundred thoufand pounds, which made their entire capital in Scot- 
land to be four hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling. — And, (that we may difpatch this matter 
entirely, now we are upoxi it,) having, as they imagined, well weighed all the treaties with 
Spam, they IJrongly infiftcd, — that the ccantry of Darien, in which they determined to plant, 
was never planted nor fettled by Spain ; but was ^always under the independent government of 
its own Indian Chiefs, who have, for the raoft-part,^ remained in a ftatc of enmity with the 
Spaniards. Wherefore, with five ftout iTirps, and one thoufand two hundred men, and all 
kinds of implements for war and commerce, they failed thither in tlie year 1698, with many 
brave and experienced men, who liad ferved in the. late war, and were difmiffed at the peace of 
Ryfvvich. 

The fame year they land in Darien, and immediately ered a fort, and form a plantation on 
n point of latid, within which, about a league from Golden Illand, they found a fafe and ca- 
.pacious harbour, calling their firft fort, St. Andrew, and their new town there New Edinburgh. 

R Recruits 
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2695 Recruits of two ftiips and three hundred men at one time> and of four flilps and one thoufand 
three hundred men at another time, with ftores, &c. were fent after them ; all which, and fe- 
vcral other Ihips with fupplies, came for tlie greateft part <0 unforefeeii misfortunes in their 
way to Darien, which they had now named Caledonia : on jjccount of which firll landing, there 
were exceeding great rejoicings all over Scotland. — For, as they pompoufly and truly termed 
this fettlemcnt, The Heighth of the World, as lying between the fpacious North and South 
Seas, their views were at firft very towering ; by intending to make fcttlements on each fide 
of the ifthmus on both fliores, by which they flattered thcmfelves they Ihould be before-haud 
wkh all the trading nations of Europe. 

Firft, By fupplying Peru and Mexico with whatever they wanted from Europe ; and, in re- 
turn, fupply Europe with the treafure and other produft of thofe two rich empires. 

Secondly, It being but about fix weeks failing from their intended port on the South Sea 
to Japan, and to feme parts of China, and as there is but a fmall land carriage of only a few 
leagues over that ifthmus from its north to its fouth fide, they computed, that in four or five 
months tmie they could bring the riches of Japan and China into Europe, and thereby greatly 
underfell all the other Eaft India Companies of Europe : not folidly weighing, that every one 
of thefe flattering confiderations were fo many undoubted bars to their fuccefs, and that it would 
be the evident intereft of all the commercial nations of Europe to fruftratc their whole alluring plan- 
Bcfidc all thefe romantic fchcnies, and their projefted trade to the fouth and fouth-eaft coafts 
of Africa, they had further in view the prodnftioa of cochineal, fugar, indigo, tobacco, and 
^ many other undoubtedly feafiblc things in their own colony of Caledonia : and, indeed, it 
muft needs be owned, that, fuppofing all Europe but thcmfelves to be faft afleep, the very ad- 
vantageous fituation of the faid colony, together wit 4 x tlie national bottom, and ftill large ca- 
pital of their company, fcemingly proinifed, fooncr or later, the accompliflimcnt of moft of 
the great things they had in view. — But they ought certainly to have expeded oppofition, from 
almoft every quarter, to every part of thisfinc-fpun feheme. 

For, befide the then general intereft of England, confidcVed by all men to be in imminent 
danger from this feheme, King Charles the Second of Spain was then our ally, and his mini- 
ftcr at London prefeiucd a very fliarp memorial to King William againft the Darien fettleiiient, 
which he termed, “ an infult of the Scots, in attempting to fettle thcmfelves in the very heart 
** of the Spanifli dominions in America ; and which his maflcr therefore looked upon as a 
rupture of the alliance between the two crowms.” — To which the Scots Company replied, 
with grcat^la1:)0ur and learning, and exhaufted all the civil law arguments, touching the na- 
ture of the poflclfion of countries : urging, ‘‘ that they had at leaft as good a right to fettle ia 
** in Darien as the French had to fettle at Hifpaniola and on the Mifiifippi, or the Dutch at 
Suriiiarn, &c. all which had been eftcemed parts of the Spanilh domini viS in America^ 
and were generally furrounded wdth Spanifh colonies.” With much more to the fame 
purpofe. 

The Dutch likewife were extremely jealous of, and uneafy at this Scots fettlemcnt, as what ' 
might greatly fpoil their contraband trade from Curacoa, &c. to the Spanifh American coafts ; 
and might in time alfo, prove very detrimental to their Eaft India Company. 

Laftly, The French were no Icfs uneafy at the cftablifliment of this company, on the fcore 
of their Weft India commerce, which at this time began to be confidcrabic. Tliey dicrefore 
excited the King of Spain’s refentment, and modcftly hinted their readinefs to affift him ia 
driving the Scots out of Darien, at the very time, (in 1698). tlicy were juft beginning a French 

z colony 



■ 1 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

>95 colony in ihe Bay of Mexico, at the entrance into the great river Miflifippi;. always efteemed 
a part of Spanilh Florida. And were iikcwilc extending their late pofleflion of the weft end of 
Hifpaniola, always, from Columbus’s days, till very lately folcly pofleffed by Spain. 

Thus was King William teized and prefted oh every fide for the fopprefiion of this new 
coihpany» and was therefore neceffitated to comply witli the urgent defires of his Parliament 
and people of England of the Dutch, whofc Stadtholder he then was and of his other al. 
lies; to fend Inftruftions, in January 1698-9, to the governors of all our American colonies,, 
ftriflly to prohibit all correfpondcnce with the Scots in Darien. For it feems, the colonics of. 
New England and New York were thought to have a warm fide toward tlie Scots colony, and 
would gladly have fupplied them with necelTaries, as their fucceft would have, opened a new 
and large market fiar their filh, corn, pork, beef, butter, &c. 

'Proclamations, therefore, in the fpring of 1699, were publifticd in all the Englifli colonies, 
ftriftly prohibiting, under tire fevereft penalties, their holding any corrcfpondence with, or 
giving any kind of afliftance to the Scots at Darien. The news whereof, and of the temper 
of the Englifn Parliament and people, thunderftruck the Scots colony, who had before that 
time, received fupplies both from Jamaica and New York, and till now depended on Uie 
continuance thereof, until their own from Scotland fliould arrive : but now defpairing of them, 
and being alfo denied any from Jamaica, whither they had fent for a frelh fupply, they were 
neceffitated to abandon tlieir colony on the aoth of Jane 1699,- which they had bravely de- 
fended againft troops of Spaniards who had attacked it ; and, being now ftatved out of it, it 
is generally afiTetted, that out of fo many ftout men, who went thither, fcarce one hundred 
ever got back to Scotland, where this fad difaftcr greatly inflamed their parliament ant! people 
againft their Aeighbours of England. 

The company petitioned the King for redrefs, whilft they were endeavouring- to re-polTefs 
their colony, by fending out ffiips thither with men and ftores, when, to their further forrow, 
a fecond fet of proclamations, in the latter end of the year 1699, came out in all the Englifli 
colonies againft the Scots : fome of whofc ffiips,. driven thither in diftrefs, were denied any 
necelTaries ; another of their ffiips, with a valuable cargo, being driven under the walls of 
Catthagena, was feized by the Spaniards, who from that place had now blocked up tlie re- 
mains of the Scots fettlemcnt both by fca and land, and forced the few people therein to fur- 

rendcr. King William anfwered the company’s petition with a condolement for their lofles, 

and with a general declaration of being always ready to proteft and encourage the commerce 
of Scotland. But the King’s anfwer to the Lords addrefs, feemed now the only proper expe- 
dient, “ for healing tlie rancour of the minds of both nations, by uniting them more cora- 
*• pleatly ; that, after they had lived near one hundred years under the fame head, they 
“ might ^length become one people-, which lie therefore ‘fearncftly recommended to their 
“ confideration,” Whereupon the Lords pdTcd a bill for an union ; which, however, the 
Commons at that time rejefted. 

This laft effort of Scotland was fo confiderablcj and carried in it fo many inftruftive hints 
relative to commerce and plantations, that we thought it well merited this fuinmary account 
of it.' 

In this year 1695, Scotland was more fuccefsful in her firft bank’ ercaed by an aft of their 
Parliament, by the name of The Governor and Company of the Bank of Scotland, And 
although its capital ftock was fo fmall as one raillioh two hundred tboufand pounds Scots, or 
one hundred thonfcnd pounds ftcrling, which in England has but a mc^nfound'for* national 
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1695 bank, it has nevcrthclefs proved very advantageous to that country in the way of commerce*.— - 
It was projefted by the before- mentioned Mr. William Paterfon. 

The once famous Mr. John Law, who afterwards madeib great a figure at the head of the 
finances of France, and who may be prefumed to have been well acquainted with this bank of 
Scotland, in his treatife of Money and Trade confidered, alTerts, ‘‘That its notes went for 
“ four or five times the value of the cafh in bank; and, that fo much as the amount of thefc 
notes exceeded the cafh in bank was a clear addition to the money of that nation.” — He adds, 
“ 1 hat this bank was fafer than that of England ; bccaufe the lands of Scotland, on the fccu- 
“ rity of which moft of the calh of that bank was lent, are under a regifter. — That, moreover, 
it was more national or general than either the bank of England or that of Amflerdam ; bc- 
“ caufc its notes ” (many of which are fo low as twenty fliillings fterling) “ pafs in moft 
“ payments throughout the whole country : whereas the bank of Amflerdam ferves only for 
“ that one city ; and that of England is of little ufe but in London.” — This laft afTertion 
might have been true when he firft wrote, which was in tlic beginning of Qijccn Anne's reign,^ 
at Edinburgh, but the cafe is not fo at prefent. 

The Scotiih bank foon rofe to v-ery great credit ; yet it was once obliged to ftop payment : 
partly occafioned, fays the faidMr^Law, by a greater confumption of foreign wares than the 
value of the goods exported ; partly, from the expcnce of the Scotifli nobility and gentry in 
England ; and partly, alfo, from a fuppofed intention of tire Scots privy-council to raile 
the denomination ot the coin ; all which together, occafioned fo great a run on the bank, that 
its cafh was in a few days exhaufted : but it foon regained its original credit; and might pof- 
fibly have remained the foie batik there to this day, had they not been thought to have teftified 
too great a bias towards difaffeflion to the flaie. This occafioned a coiifideration by foinc 
noble patriots in the reign of King George the Firft, whether another bank might not be 
eicfled at Edinburgh, for the convenience of the government, as well as of trade in general; 
into which bank the public revenues of Scotland might be paid. It was accordingly incorpo- 
rated by that King’s charter, in the year 1727, by the name of the Royal Bank ; and has fully 
anfwered the ends propofed by it, its capital being one hundred and fifty-one thoufand pounds 
ftirling. And though it may have pretty much eclipfed the elder bank, they however fubfiil 
very w^ell, and are exiremely ufeful to the country^ 

Amongft the many projefts about this time in Englarrd, there was one in this year, which 
has preferved its credit to our own times, viz. that commonly called the Million Bank. It 
took its rife from a fet of London bankers, who lent out money on pledges. Afterwards they 
agreed, in partnerfhip, to purchafe tickets in King William’s Million Lottery, in the year 
1695,. and from thence they were called The Company of the Million Bank. Next, they 
purchafed many reverfions of the fourteen per cent, annuities, and admitted many proprietors 
of annuities to purchafe their joint flock, which amounted, and ftill amount?,, to five hundred 
thoufand pounds. They are no company by charter, but only a partnerfhip by deed enrolled 
in Chancery, prior to the aft of Parliament againft fuch unincorporated partnerfhip, in the 
year 1721. They divided five per cent, yearly to their proprietors until Lady-day, 1728, whea* 
they reduced their annual dividend to four per cent. 

In thefe times, viz. in the years 1694 and 1695, a number of new projefts were fet on foot 
in London, many of which were, in reality, good for nothing ; having drawn in numbers of 
people to their undoing : fome of thefe ftarted up with the Bank of England, in the. preceding 
year ; others,, in this year 1695,— Such as, 
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II. A projcft for circulating notes of hand ^nd bills of credit. 

ITT. Another, called the London Bank; propofcd to be managed by the magiftrates of 
that city*. ^ 

IV. Lotteries ; many private ones all over the kingdom : feme for money, and fomc for 
** merchandize. — The laft kind the greater cheat of the two , for thereby old and decayed mer- 
** chandizc, of many forts, was put off by means of thofc roguifli lotteries. 

“ V. Many metallic and mineral projefts ; for gold, filver, copper, tin, iron, lead, lapis 
“ calaminaris, for turning copper into brafs ; antimony, coals, fait, &c. 

VI. Diving-engines, of various kinds; all come out lince the taking up of the treafure 
out of the fca in the Weft Indies, called the Duke of Albemarle’s Spanifh 'Ihipwrcck, or 
Sir William Phipps’s, which fet men’s heads at work : and royal patents were obtained for 
the folc filhing for fuch wrecks in 'the American fcas, and on the coafts of Ireland, Scot- 
land, Spain, Portugal, &c. Tliefc wreck projefts made much noife at this time, and fliarcs 
for them were prefented to peiibns ot diftinftion, to give reputation to the affair, and to 
draw on others. Expeditions were made on thefe accounts to fundry fca-coafts ; by which, 
however, nothing was taken up but a few cannon, &c. So the patentees were fnre to be 
gainers, but the iharers under them loft all they paid in : fomc of whom, however, it Teems, 
** were men of gogd undcrftandiiig, but were allured by the hopes of getting vaft fudden wealth 
without trouble. ^ « 

** VII. Projects for pearl-fifhing, for hollow fword-blades, glafs-bottlcs, japanning, prin- 
ted-hangings, leather, Venetiaii-metal, &c. Some of which were very ufeful and fuccefsful 
** whilft they continued in a few hands, till they fell into ftock-jobbing, now much introduced, 
** when they dwindled to nothing. Others of them were mere whims, of little or no fervicc 
to the world. Many of them too, though pretended to be new, were either old Englifli 
projefts revived, or elfe were, on this occafion, borrowed from unfuccefsful ones in foreign 
' nations. 

** Moreover, projefts, as ufual, begat projefts : — Lottery upon lottery ; engine upon engine, 
** &c. raultipHed wonderfully. If it happened that any one perfon got confidcrably by an 
** happy and ufcfuI invention, the confcqucnce generally was, that others followed the track, 
in fpitc of the patent, artd publifhed printed propofals, filling the daily newfpapers there- 
with : thus going on fo juftlc out one another, and to abufc the credulity of the people.” All 
which, and much more, we have abridged from an anonymous author (who ftiles himfclf a 
Perfon of Honour) of a quarto pamphlet, publifhed in this year, under the title of “ Anglia? 
** Tutamen^ or, The Safety of England : — Bring an Account of the Banks, Lotteries, Di- 
ving, Draining, Metallic, Salt, Linen, and Lifting, and f'undry other Engines, and many 
other pernicious Projefts now on Foot, tending to the Deftruftion of Trade and Commerce, 
and the impoverifhing of this Realm. — London, 1695.” 

VIII. Embiio banks,” continues this author, begotten, but not brought forth ; fun- 
dry of fuch being at this time hatching. 

IX. The projeftors of many of thefe made a great noife in the town, for drawing in 
people to join with them, making ufe of various tricks and ftratagems. As, firft, They 
pretend a mighty vein of gold, filvcr, or copper, to have been difeovered in a piece of 
ground of their knowledge ; thca they agree with the lord or patentee for a fmall yearly 

rent. 


95 I. Two land-banks : the one projefted by Dr. Chamberlain, a famous -inanT midwife 
(of which, more by-and-by) ** the other, by one John Brifcoc. 
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15695 rent, or a part referved to him, to grant them a leafe for twenty-one years to dig that ground ; 
** which they immediately fall to, and give out it is a very rrch mine. Next, they fettle a 
** company, divide it ufually into four hundred fhares, and pretend to carry on the work for 
** the benefit of all the proprietors ; who, at the beginning, purchafe (hares at a low rate, viz. 
“ ten or twenty (hillings, &c. Then, all on a fuddert, they run up the Ihares to three pounds, 
‘‘ five pounds, ten pounds, and fifteen pounds per (hare. Then they fall to (lock-jobbing, 
which infallibly ruins all projefts ; when thofe originally and principally concerned, fell out 
“ their intereft : and by this, and other under-hand dealings, trickings, and (harping, o;i one 
** another, the whole falls to the ground, and is abandoned by cvery-body. 

X. The Englifh, Scots, and Iri(h linen inanufaftures met with all due encouragement; 
King William and the late Queen Mary honouring them with tl>eir names, which made their 
“ fame to rife; abundance of people of wealth came into them, fome from lucre, others for 
love to their country. — They get to be incorporated, choofe governors, &c. and aftually fet on 
‘‘ work fpinners, weavers, whitfters, &c. and all feemed to promife fair: but here again’ (lock- 
** jobbing ruined all. — They had even brought linen cloth to great perfeflioii, having fomc 
Dutch hands, and a few heads to affiil them. By the affiftance of the Dutch,” continues 
our author, “ we have much improved our lands in the north parts of this kingdom, by fow- 
ing vaft quantities of lint-feed, rape 4 eed, See. whereof making oils in great quantities, we 
“ export in abundance, and confume at home, in lieu of forcign anu dearer oils, to our dou- 
bic advantage. 

» XL White, blue, and brown paper, we have had the good fortune to improve wonder- 
fully : and although we cannot reach the French perfeftion, we come pretty near it. 

“ XII. Water companies ; as the New River, Thames of London-bridge, of Shadwell and 
York Building, Hampftcad, Conduit, &c. — Thefe deferved good encouragement; and fo 
the firfl:,” viz. the New River, “ lias had, to the gaining of vaft eftates ta the proprietors : 
although the unhappy gentleman,” Sir Hugh Middleton, “ who began the work, fufFered 
extremely in his fortune. — It feems none of thefe had fuffered ftock-jobbing to prevail 
amongft tlreni, excepting the Hampftead water; whereby this author foretells ruin to it, avS 
“ has (i lice happened. W hat helped to bring moft of them down was, their fetting up fo 
“ many againft each other. 

“ Xlll. The rock-falt projefl: our author highly commends, on account of the integrity 
** and care of its managers ; being a number of gentlemen and traders. They have built a 
wharf at Frodlham, in Cliediirc, and export great quantities of it to Ireland,. Holland, and 
London. 

"" ‘‘ XIV. The Saltpetre Company had a worfe fate. — Great fums have been paid in ; large 
** refining-houfes have been built in four or five feveral places about London T focieties have 
“ been eftablilhed, and a mighty noife* made fora time: perfons of a loud-founding name. 

and quality have appeared at the head of them, and abundance of gentlemen and traders 
“ concerned; all things being fccmiiigly difpofed in a good method. — Yet of all thefe falt- 
** petre companies, our author could hear of none that made any great hand of it, excepting 
the firft projedlors, who always are gainers, and then, as ufual, they witlulravv. Stock- 
** jobbing was brought in, and thereby, and by othcr^mifmanagementsj they fell to nothing. 

XV. Draining engines, of divers forts, have been lately made, to clear iivines of coal, 
tin, &c. from waters ; as well for draining of flats, niecrs, inundations, fprings, &:c.~ 
*<"Tlicfc arc profitable dcfigiis for the public ; as the more land we gain, the richer we are.— 

Tho 
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^5 ‘‘ The earth alfo of fikili lands is generally rich, being much of it marie, the bell of land.— 
And thefe projcfts lwtye aftually proved fuccej!sful,'^ fays he, “ in Cornwall and Devon- 
** Ihire.’* ^ 

Here our author affarcaus, his intent is not to difcountcnance any really good and well- 
^managed projtfts ;^ut merely to oppofc knavifli ones, for the fcrvice of the public ; by difeo- 
wering the private intrigues, plots, and under-hand dealings of the principal projeftors of this 
nation ; nothing of this kind being ever attempted before. 

** XVI. Luftriags, alamodcs, hats, fee. in imitation of thofe of France, Tlicfc compa- 
nies,” fays 'he, ‘‘ have throve, and will continue fo to do, whiUt they keep ftock-jobbers 
from breaking in upon them. 

XVII, Convex-lights, and others of that kind, are ufcful invention«; but other preten- 
ders befide the firft, difeouraged this bulinefs : and London ftrccts were not fo well lighted 
as was to be wifhed for. 

XYIIL New fettlemcnts in Carolina, Pcnnfylvania, Tobago, &c. inourAmericanpIan- 
tations, make a great noife in the world. The firft planters fared but ill, having wafted 
their fubftance, without being able to reap the benefit; laying only a foundation for the 
next comer, who may fucceed better. — Yet here, lie complains, that thofe plantations drain 
‘‘ England of its people, already too much exhaufted by the urinatural and imprudent perfe- 
cutions in the late reigns, and the long war in the prefent one/" — Which probably he would 
not have done, had he lived in our times, to have feen the immenfe advantages drawn from 
thofe colonics, or had he even read Sir Jofiah Child"s Difeourfes on our American Pianiartons. 

{ Royal, 

Greenland, 

Newfoundland, See. 

are w'orthy of our care and application. The Royal Fifhcry Company has been long talked 
of, and fame fteps taken to make it fuccefsful : but ftill one accident or another has damped 
it ; and it is now again f#t on foot. 

“ The Greenland fiftiery k like to flourrfh, notwithftanding Tome loflcs already fuftained.’* 
Here our author Ims failed in his generally juft remarks on projefts. 

It is not neceflary to inform the reader how ufeful fuch remarks and notices may prove to 
every one who is inquifitivc ; and may point out to all, the danger of being too credulous in 
rw'fpc.ft of new project a. 

An aft of Parliament of this fixth and feventh of King William, cap. -vi. feems to have 
been Injudicioufly framed in refpeft to commerce and the propagation of people, viz. The 
aft for granting certain rates and duties upon marriages, birtha, and burials, and upon 
bachelors Snd widowers, for tlye terra of five years.; more cfpccially that part of it rela- 
ting to marriages, births, and burials : and even tlic latter part, relating to bachelors and wi- 
fdowers, fecmingly intended for the promoting of virtuous propagation, was, in forac rcfp‘"fts, 
judged obvioully unreafonabje.— Wherefore this law was not revived at the eiui of the faid 
five years. 

Dr. D’Avenant, in his Eflay on Ways and Means taf fupplying the War, publifhed in this 
^ear 1695, p. 34, Tays, it appeared .from the books of hearth money, that there was not 
above one million three hundred thoufand families in England ; and allowing fix perfons 
to a houfe, one with another, which is the moft common way of computing, it quite 
eight millions of people^ It thereby alfo appears, that there were five hundticd tboufand of 
Q f; thofe 
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1695 tUofc families who were poor, living in cottages, who contribute little, to the public 
expellee/' 


In that fame ingenious work, p. 115, the author judicioully combats a vulgar opinion, that 
the growth of London is- pernicious to England, and that thekingdem is like a rickety body, 
with a head too big for the other ^embers. To which he replies, in general, that fomc 
people, who have thought much bn this fubjeft, are inclined to believe, that the growth of 
that city is advantageous to the nation ; grounded on the following reafons, vi^. 

I. That no empire was ever great, without having a great and populous city. 

II. I'hat the Romans drew all the conquered cities of Italy into Rome. 

III. That the people of Attica were no better tlian a crew of rude herdfmen, and neither 
flourifhed in war nor in civil arts, till Thefeus perfuaded them to inhabit Athens. 

“ IV. That the greatnefs of London will beft preferve our conftitution ; becaufe where 
‘‘ there is a great and powerful city, the Prince will hardly enterprize upon the liberties of 
‘‘ that people. In the fame manner, a rich and powerful city feldoni rebels upon vain and 
flight occafions. 

“ V. That there is not an acre of land in the country, be it ever fo diftant, that is not, in 
fome degree, bertcred by the growth, trade, and riches of London.^! 

To which may be added, that London’s incrcafe Is not a cafual or fortuitous one ; but is an 
obvious and ncceflary confcquence of her and the nation’s gradual increafe in foreign com- 
mercc, navigation, and man.ufa£turcs. To all which may be further added, that, in a free 
• <»mmcrcial country, like England, by fo vaft a capital city as London, whofe inhabitants are 
fo numerous and opulent, the public has often been more fpeedily and efFeftually relieved in 
great emergencies, than could otherwife have been done : of which there arc many inftances 
with regard to London : befidc that, periiaps, live of her inhabitants do pay more towards 
cxcife, ciiftoms, and other taxes, than ten times as many can do fcattered up and down in 
the country^ A judicious reader will be able to find other reafons in behalf of the increafe of 
London’s being beneficial to the nation j fomc of which we have, in another part of this work, 
borrowed from Botcro and others. 

1696 During the years 1694 and 1695, the before-named Dr, Hugh Chamberlain, fenior, an 
eminent man-mIdwife, of London, was taken up vrith publifliing propofals fora Land Bank 
of current credit for lending of money at a low intereft, on land Security : which was the prin- 
cipal difference between it and that of the Bank of England; in oppofition to which cor- 
poration, now in its infancy, ftruggling with many difficulties, this ill-judged projeft was 
fet up. 

It was principally encouraged by thofe of (what was then called) the Tory party, and by the 
Earl of Sunderland, Mr. Harley, and Mr. Foley: my Lord Sunderland’s aTfin being to bring 
the Tories into the King’s intereft ; although the bulk of the King’s beft friends were againft 
it. The anonymous audior of Atigliae Tutamcn, before-quoted, 6bfcrves, “ that eftates to 
a very great value in the feveral counties of England-and Wales, were fubferibed to this 
projeft in a very Ihort fpace. A deed fettled ; a company formed ; and all things difpofed 
to put this wonderful projeft into execution. To raife lands to thirty years purchafe, by 
reducing the intereft of money to three per cent, the profits to be divided amongft the fub- 
feribers. But it is, fays he, fuch a hodge-podge anH medley,— a body made up of fuch 
ftniJige members, fubtlc, politic, and deiigning men ; — thKt the fair face it carries, wins 
** abundance to the belief of its defign to be good ; though a little time will fliew the naked 
VoL* IL 4 1 . truth/* 
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596 truth,’’ &c. An aft of Parliament accordingly pafled in the feventh and eighth of King 
William, cap. xxxi. .f^ f^ontinuing the duties upon fait, glafs wares, Hone and earthen wares ; 
and for granting feveiial^utics on tobacco pipes, -and other earthen wares ; and for eftablifliing 
a nationaj Land-bank, — alfo for the taking off the duties on tonnage of Ihipsj (which was 
univerfally diflikcA) and upon coals. 

Upon the credit of which duties it was thereby enafted, that two millions five hundred 
and fixty-four thoufand pounds fhould be paid into the Exchequer : for which the conui- 
butors were to have an Annuity of one hundred and feventy-nine thoufand four hundred 
and eighty pounds, or feven per cent, Subferiptions to be received of any perfonsbr cor- 
porations (the Bank of England excepted) on or before the firft of Auguft, 1696; and for 
’fill fuch voluntary fubferiptions as fliould be made of land, his Majelly was empowered to 
incorporate the fubferibers by the name of The Governor and Company of the national 
Land Bank. But in cafe the faid fun\ of two millions five hundred and fixty-four thoufand 
pounds, or a moiety thereof be not fubferibed by the faid firft of Auguft, 1696, then the 
** corporation fiiould not take place. This intended corporation Ihould annually lend out 
“ five hundred tlioufand pounds at leaft, over and above what they fhould lend to their own 
** members on land fecurities, at an intcreft not exceeding three and an half per cent, if pay- 
** able quarterly ; or four per cent, if payable half yearly, at the eleftion of the owners of the 
lands ; in cafe fufficient fecurities for the fame be tendered to them. The lands conveyed 
and entered in the company’s books, fliould be affignable from one to another,” by way of 
transfer, or might be devifed by will, &c.” • 

Thefc and various other regulations concerning this intended Land Bank may be feen at 
large in the ftatute: but as the fubferiptions did not take place within the time prefcribccl 
the faid aft, by reafon of the diflike of the monied men, who faw, or believed it to be aii 
imprafticable fcheme, and the fund alfo like to prove very defeftive, there w’as an end of tliis 
romantic Land Bank ; whofe projeftor and his aflbeiates, it feems, infifted on three hundred 
thoufand pounds for framing the above-named fupply. 7 die government was indeed, at iliis 
time, reduced to great diftrefs for raifing of the ncccflary fupplics, by reafon of the very bad 
ftate of the filver coin, fo that guineas ran up to thirty flrillings, and exchequer tallies wcic at 
thirty to forty per cent, difeount; and thereby the monied men could make greater advantage 
than by fubferibing to the propofed Land Bank, whofe undertakers, failing to make good 
their engagements, brought the public into ftill greater diftrefs ; which however was, in lon:c 
meafure, remedied by the invention of Exchequer-bills in this fame year. 

Dr. Chamberlain went, after this, to Scotland, with a fcheme of fomething of the like 
nature ; but their Parliament did not rclifli it, any more than one of a fimilar kind propofed 
by the aftefward famous Mr. John Law. 

We are now come to a very diftrefsful part of the reign of King William, viz. the deplor- 
able ftate of the filver coin of England ; which fomc think began to appear towards the clofc 
of King Charles’s, and more evidently in King James the Second’s reign ; but ftill more, 
foon after the acceflion of King William and C^een Mary, when the broad filver hammered 
money appeared to have been greatly damaged and leflencd. The firft law for redrefs of it, 
after that period, was in an aft for Review of the quarterly Poll, (long fince expired, add 
therefore not in the printed ftatute book) of the fourth and fifth of William and Mary^ 
cap. 14. which only enafted, in fubftance,^ tlm whoever Ihould refufc to take or receivovin 

payment 
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1696 payment any cracked money of the current coin of the kingdom, fliould forfeit five pouhdi 
“ for every offence/^ But this law rather increafed than lellbned the evil. 

By an aft of the fixth and feventh of King William, cap. 17. to prevent counterfeiting and 
clipping the Coin of the Kingdom j it appeared, ‘‘ that the laid iilver coins had been greatly 
diminifhed by clipping, wafliing, grounding, filing, and melting; and that many falle and 
‘‘ counterfeit coins had alfo been clipped, for the better difguiling thereof. Whereby what 
‘‘ remained undipped and undiminilhed came to be deemed of much greater value in talc 
“ than the faid diminifhed money/’ So that moft of the hammered money was thereby re- 
duced to about half its juft value, to the great difgrace of the nation, and which brought the; 
public fecurities, as tallies, &c. to forty per cent, difcount. It was therefore enafted, 

L “ That if any perfon fliould henceforth exchange, receive, or pay, any broad, undipped 
filver money for more in value than the fame was coined for, he fliould forfeit ten pounds 
‘‘ for every twenty fliillings thereof. 

IL “ None fliall caft ingots or bars of fllvcr, or mark them in imitation of Spanifli bars, 
under the penalty of five hundred pounds. 

III. None fliall buy, fell, nor have in cuftody, any clippings or filings of coin, under a 
like penalty. 

IV. None fhall tranfport any melted filver till firft marked at Goldfiiiith’s-hall, and a ccr- 
tificate, upon oath, made by the owner, that the fame is lawful filver, and that no part of 

“ it was, before it was melted, the current coin of this kingdom, nor clippings therefrom, 
nor of plate wrought within this realm. 

* V. “ None but goldlmiths and refiners fliall deal in the buying or felling of filver bullion. 
VI. ‘‘ Bullion feized on fliip board, and cpcftioncd whether Englifli or foreign ; the proof 
fliall lye upon the owners thereof, that the fame was foreign.” With a provifo, for the 
‘‘ King to export a quantity of feven hundred tlioufand ounces of bullion, for paying his 
“ troops beyond fca.” 

But as thefe nieafures did not, for they could not anfwcr the end propofed, and as the di- 
niinifliing of the old hammered money daily increafed fo far, that it is faid many fliillings 
fcarcely contained more than three-pence in filver : the condition of the nation became very 
alarming; which gave the greateft joy to the difaffefted at home, who hoped thereby fora 
total overthrow of King William’s government. The French King had alfo great expefta- 
tions from this calamity, fo far as to have been heard to fay, that King William would never 
be able to furmount the difficulty ; and his being afterwards undeceived therein, as alfo of his 
hopes from the difaffefted in England, of being able to reftore the abdicated King, have been 
ufually afligned as one principal rcafon for bringing him into the peace of Ryfwich, in the 
year following. ^ 

The great qucftion then in Parliament, was, whether it was oow abfolutcly ncccflary to 
call hi and recoin the old and diminiflied filver money ? 

It was plaufibly faid, by the anti- nil nifte rial men, ‘‘ tlut the calling it all in, would bring 
great diftrefs upon commerce, more efpecially in this time of an expenfivewar; yet the 
miniftry, and particularly Mr. Montague, Chancellor of the Exchequer, argued, with 
greater rcafon, that the longer it remained unremedied, the more fatal it would prove, until 
by further diminifhing it, commerce would fufFer an entire ftagnation ; that it had already 
done very great mifehief. 

By our exchange with foreign flatcs being brought fo much to our difadvantage, 

4 I a U. By 
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6 II. By occafioning fo much difficulty and difadvantagc in raifing the fupplies, for which 
‘‘ the government were forced to allow exorbitant premiums and intcreft. 

“ IlL It daily more and more deprclTcd, at market, the value or price of tallies, and other 
** public feenrities. 

‘‘ IV. ft had made guineas to be run up to thirty ihillings, and foreign gold in proportion 
“ to that price ; whereby much gold was run in upon us from beyond fea, to our great detri- 
“ meat, being over-loaded with gold, whilft we had fo great a fcarcity of filver: for, in return 
“ for guineas and foreign gold, they carried away all our weighty filver coin, as well as our 
bullion ; infomuch, that at length we fhali be in the utmoft dillrcfs for fmaller fums, fo 
“ much wanted in daily bufinefs. That although Queen Elizabeth, in her long reign, had 
** coined no Icfs than four millions fix hundred and thirty-two thoufand nine hundred and 
‘V thirty-two pounds three fliillings and two-pence farthing in filver; yet all her crowns, 
“ half crowns, groats, and quarter fliilUngs, half groats, three-half-penny pieces, threc-far- 
“ thing pieces, and half-pence, were wholly funk; and moft of her Ihillings and fix-pences 
“ were either melted down or loft. That in King James the Firft’s reign, there was coined 
“ one million feven hundred thoufand pounds in filver. And in King Charles the Firft’s 
reign eight millions feven hundred and feventy-fix thoufand five hundred and forty-four 
** pounds ten lliillings and three-pence in filver ; yet the crowns, groats, two-pences, pence, 
and half-pence of thofe two reigns were quite gone ; fo that there may not be now in being 
above one-third part of the filver coinage of all the above-named three reigns, or about five 
millions thirty-fix thoufand four hundred and ninety-two pounds. To which addiijg/he 
unmelted and undiminiftied (five hundred and fixty-three thoufand five hundred and eight 
** pounds) coins of King Charles the Second and James the Second, and thofe of the prefent 
** reign ; all the filver money now in the kingdom may amount to about five millions fix hun- 
“ dred thoufand pounds, of which there is about four millions of clipped and otherwife di- 
miniflicd coin ; and the other one million fix hundred thoufand pounds was ftill pure 
money; the juft weight of one hundred pounds of which is thirty-two pounds three ounces 
one penny-weight twenty-two grains. Whereas upon examination, and at a medium, the 
** weight of one hundred pounds of our clipped money was found, to be but fixtecn pounds 
eight ounces eighteen penny-weights ; which is deficient fifteen pounds fix ounces three 
penny-weights twenty-two grains. A terrible ftatc this of our coin, already diroiniftied, 
“ being very near one* half, or two millions. Yet the real lofs was afterwards found to be 
two millions two hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling.*' 

The Parliament, therefore, having maturely confidered this very important matter, finally 
rcfolvcd to recoin the diminifhed filver money, by - calling it into the mint by talc, by which 
meafurc our people had good new filver coin returned to them from the mint. 

Their oiext debate was, whether, as filver was now at fix fliillings and three-pence per 
ounce, the new money fhould not have its^ ftandard raifed, by calling a crown piece fix fhil- 
lings and three-pence, and a ftiilling one fliilling and thrcc-pcnce, though of no greater quan- 
tity of filver than before. Thofe who argued and wrote for this enha^ncing method, (viz. Mr. 
Lowndes, Secretary of the Treafury, and others) alleged, that the raifing the ftandard 
would prevent the exportation of bur coin, and would alfo prevent its being melted down ; 
and that thereby alfo, people would be the more induced to bring iu tlicir plate and huUfon: 
** to the mipt, ^ 


On 
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1696 On the other fide, it was more juftly argued, both in Parliament, and without doors in , 
print, “ that the common confent of ail civilized nations had fixed filver at one and the fame 
price, or very near the fame price : that the worth of it was relative : that the weight and 
“ finenefs, or the quantity of pure filver, and not the bare denomination, were the only rules 
“ which governed not only foreign nations, in their exchanges and other dealings with us, 
but alfo our own people in the home trade : fince fix Ihillings and three-pence of the new 
coin, fo called, would purchafe no more of any commodity, nor go further in paying bills 
“ of exchange than five {hillings of our undipped prefent coin would purchafe ; becaufe the 
“ latter contained as much p"ure filver as the former. That this was clear in the cafe of 
guineas now at thirty {hillings, all commodities being raifed in price, in proportion to the 
faid price of guineas. That an ounce of filver was not, even at prefent, worth fix ililllings 
“ and three-pence of good coin, but only of the dimini{lied and clipped money ; fince one 
ounce of filver could not be worth more than another ounce of like finenefs ; and with five 
“ {hillings and two-pence per ounce of the new milled money, they could buy as much bul- 
Hon as they pleafed. That with refpeft to the before-named argument, that the raifing the 
denomination would keep our filver at home, it is of no weight ; fince nothing can keep Or 
“ bring us moneys but our getting the balance of trade in our favour : for if we take more 
“ goods from foreign parts than they take from us, the balance muft be paid to-them in our 
“ money, or in bullion, which is all one. That with particular regard to our home concerns, 

“ there are many objeftions againft raifing the {tandard. Firft, All poor labourers, foldiers, 

V and failors, would thereby be defrauded of part of their juft wages ; as would alfo the credi- 
“ tors of part of their juft debts ; as alfo the landlord of part of his rent ; or clfe great confu- 
fion and difpute would arife about thefe matters.” 

All which, and fuch-Hke particulars were moft judicioufiy and clearly demonftrated by the 
great John Locke, Efquire, in his excellent Treatifc on Coin, which then came forth in print, 
in anfwcr to Mr. Lowndes’s ■ report, containing an ElTay for the Amendment of the Silver 
Coins ; to the abfolutc filcncing of the oppofitc opinion. In conclufion, it was finally refolved 
to recoin the filver money of the old weight and finenefs ; and that the nation, coIleAively 
conlidcrcd, ftiouW bear the lofs before-mentioned. 

The great inconveniencies of calling in all the diminilhed money at once were alfo duly 
confidered and obviated, by calling it in by degrees, and recoining it as quick as poflible , to 
further which, in the feventh and eighth of King William, cap. xix. fix-pence per ounce 
was allowed on all wrought filver plate brought to the mint: and an aft palfed, of the eighth 
of King William, cap. vii. For the encouraging the bringing in of wrought Plate to be coin- 
ed ; whereby the old ftandard of finenefs of filver, being eleven ounces two penny weights 
was thenceforth altered to eleven ounces ten penny-weights fine, and ten pcwiy-wcights allay. 
Laftly, the ufe of filver plate (fpoons excepted) was prohibited in public houfes, then much 
ttfed both in town and country ; i.ifomuch that one alehoufe, near the Royal Exchange, in 
London, had to the value of five hundred pounds in filver tankards, &c. 

Means were alfo ufed for gradually reducing the price of guineas to near their juft value in 
filver in foreign parts ; the Parliament, with great judgment, direding the manner of gradual- 
ly lowering them, viz. from thirty fliillings to twenty-nine Ihillings, twenty-eight (hillings to 
* t^nty-fivc fliillings, and laftly to twenty-two (hillings, whereby the lead hurt was done to 
prtfMe men. So, in about a year’s time or little more, our filver coins came forth from the 

2 . mint 
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mint, the fiacft and moft beautiful of any in all Europe. And although many inconvcnien- 
cies happened in trade whilft it remained unfininted, yet, in the end, it aftoniflted and con- 
•founded all the enemies of the King and kingdom, both at home and abroad, and procured 
great credit to Mr. Montague, afterward Lord Hallifax, who then had the chief management 
in the Treaforv. 

It was on this occalion, that Mr. Montaguo firft fet on foot a new circulating paper credit, 
in the year 1696, by iffuing bills from the Exchequer ; at the fame time contrafting (as has 
ever fiiicc been done) for their being circulated for ready money on demand. And as many of 
thofe firft Excheqner-bills were for fums fo low as five pounds and ten pounds, they yverc of 
very good ufe at this time, when there was fo great a fcarclly of filver money during this rc- 
coinage, as they were taken at the Exchequer, for all payments of the revenue, and as, when 
re-ilfucd, they were then allowed feven pounds twelve fliillings per cent, intereft, they foon 
rofe from a fmall difeount to be better than par. 7 'hefe have fince been iffued yearly, smd the 
Bank of England has coJiftantly, for many years paft, been the contraftors for their circula- 
tion, at a certain premium; for which end the faid bank takes annual fubferiptions for enablijig 
them to circulate them. By all which means, the public ‘was alfifted to fupport the general 
trade of the nation, though not without great difiicuJty, till tlie new money was iflued from 
the mint. 

Thus was this moft arduous alFair of the recoinage brought to a moft happy iftuc, by the 
clofc of the year 1697 ; and by an aft, cap. iii. of the ninth of King William, the currency 
of all the old hammered filver coins was abfolutely prohibited. This famous recojn^gc, 
(which, one way or other, was thought to have coft the public near three millions of money) 
was performed at London, and in the cities of Exeter, Briftol, Chefter, York, and Norwich. 

Dr. D’Avenant, in the firft part of his Difeourfes on the public Revenues and Trade of Eng- 
land, in the year 1698, p. 50, makes the clipped money amount to nine millions; and, p. 55, 
he fays there were four millions of guineas current In his new dialogues, vol. ii. p. 75, 
there was at this time recoined from the old hammered money five millions feven hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand nine hundred and thirty-three pounds. Now if the old broad pieces and 
Jacobufes of gold, and the fine milled filver money of King Charles the Second, and later, be 
well confidered, it feems probable that the whole calh of England may have been about fixtecii 
millions : which computation (including Scotland) comes pretty near what is generally 
thought to be the prefent cafli of Great Britain : exclufive of a large quantity of foreign gold 
.coins, for a long time paft, circulating in the kingdom. 

Upon the repeated complaints of the merchants of England, of great captures by the 
Frcncli, and that little regard or care had for many years paft been taken of trade and com- 
merce; William, ever ready to rcclrefs the grievances of his fubjefts, did in the fame 

year 1696, creft a new^ and ftanding council for commerce and plantations, in their moft com- 
prehenfive fenfe, commonly ftiled the Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations ; one 
of whom, moft defervedly now appointed, was the famous John Locke, Efquirc, before- 
mentioned. 

from the year 1673, when the former ftanding council of compicrce was dropped, until 
this time, all dilputes and regulations relative to commerce and colonies were ufually referred 
to committees of the privy council : but fuclxoccafional committees, being a conftantly vary- 
ing Xet of members, and having, befide, no ftated appointments for their trouble an4 attend- 
ance ; 



OP THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. ' 633 

1696 ance ; it is by no means furprifing that they aftcd but loofelytand fupcrficially. It was now • 
therefore high time to eftablifh a regular and permanent board for fuch important ends ; our 
foreign commerce and plantations, as well as moft brandies of ouv home trade and of our nu- 
merous manufaftures being fo greatly increafed and improved. This new board (befide fucli 
of our minillcrs of flate, who only attend on extraordinary occafions) confifted of a hrft Lord 
Coramiflioner, who is ufually a peer of tire realm, and feven other commillioncrs, with a 
firlary of each a thoufand pounds yearly. * 

'J'o this board propofals are made by merchants and others, for the eafe, improvement, and 
encouragement of our commerce, navigation, plantations, manulafturcs, iiflierics, &c. — 
For redrefling of all grievances and burdens on trade, which are there argued between one party 
and another, and are moftly heard and argued at that board by their council. Fritifli confuls 
appointed to refidc in foreign parts, for the benefit and proteftion of our commerce, receive 
their inftruftions from this board, with whom they are obliged to hold a conftant correfpond- 
cnce ; as are alfo the governors of our American plantations, for the improvement of their 
rofpcftivc governments, who do alfo tranfmit to this board the journals of their councils and 
nnemblics, the accounts of the colleftors of the cuftoms, and of naval officers. See. And how 
the general balance of trade ftands from time to time between England and foreign nations. 
Reports are alfo made from time to time how Britain may be beft fupplied with naval ffores 
from our faid colonies what new produftions may be raifed, and old ones improved, in A- 
merica. Enquiries alfo come before this board, for regaining of loft branches of trade, as well 
•as to enlarge thofe we arc poflefled of, and to eftablilh new ones how to employ the poor 
and idle to the beft advantage. Hearings alfo between merchants, trading corporations, ma- 
nufaflurers, &c. at home, as well as of appeals from the plantations, arc brought before this 
board; who, upon all fuch matters, and many others, ncedlcfs to recite, brought regularly 
before them, arc to make their reports and give their opinions to the King and his privy coun- 
cil. From all which- it moft evidently appears, that this board of trade and plantations is an 
excellent inftitution. Provided, however, 

I. That the members of it be fuch as are of ftria honour and integrity. 

II. That they be gentlemen of a thorough knowledge of the general ftatc, hiftory, and in- 
tcrefts of commerce in all its branches, as well as of our own foreign plantations, fafto- 
rics. See. 

III. That they may be (as much as is poffible, and conliftent with our national conftitution) 
free and independent in framing their faid opinions and reports ; whereby merchants, manu- 
fafturers, planters, mariners. See. may undoubtedly rely on impartial juftice, without the in- 
terpofition or influence of power in their deliberations : for, although it is to be hoped that 
fuch fuppofed undue influence has never hitherto been, in any degree, the* cafe fince the erec- 
tion of that board ; yet even the bare poflibility of its happening hereafter fhould be guarded 
againft by every fuppofcable means ; and, amongft other cautions for this end, it feems highly 
rc(juifftc, that tlie members conftituting that board fhould never be removed without un- 
anfwerable grounds for it; whereby they will be enabled to acquire a fuffleient fhare of expo- 
riciicc in fo important a province. 

Laftly, A queftion has been often canvalTed by fpeculative men, vdiether praaical mer- 
chants, or even thofe who had formerly been fuch, were moft proper to be members of fuch 
a board ; it having been generally alleged, that fuch as have made their fortunes in any parti- 
cuUr branch of commerce, retain a bias in favour of that branch to their life’s end. To which 
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1696 may be anfyvereci, that furcly when out of trade, one or two fuch may, in many refpefts, bef 
very proper and ufeful members of that board : and the fame may be faid of fuch as have been 
for any confidcrable time governors of fome of our American plantations. 

In this fame year 1696, the French King crc&ed a new cxclulivc company, called the Royal 
Senegal Company, comprehending that part of Africa next Senegal River, and the Cape dc 
Verde Ifles. “ A? well (fays his patent) for the traihe of leather, as of gums, wax, gold, &c. 
“ I'he old company, erefted in the years 1679 and 1681, having religned theirtights to new 
** purchafers. Their limits were to be from Cape Blanco to Serra Leone, including the fort 
“ at the mouth of the river Gambia, formerly belonging to England. But this company was 
not to interfere with the Guinea Company, erefted in 1685 New privileges were alfo 
‘‘'granted to this Senegal Company in the Weft Indies, where they might have ftorehoufes 
“ for their negroes, and might refine their fugars,i and, in brief, grants them all privileges 
“ there, as formerly enjoyed by the French Weft India Company before its abolition.’* Yet, 
fnch was the depcndance to be had on the grand monarch’s grants, that two years after he re- 
grants the faid abolitlied Weft India Company’s privileges to a new St. Domingo Company, 
in the year 1698. 

l ire Edyftou rock, lying off Port Plymouth, liaving been experienced to be a very dan- 
gerous one, as many Ihips had been caft away thereon, the corporation of the Trinity-houfe 
being applied to, they, in this year 1696, began a light-houfe thereon, and compicated it in 
three years time ; great numbers of matters and owners of Englifli Ihipping agreeing, in coA 
lideration thereof, to pay one penny per ton outwards, and the like inwards, &c. aivi<2t4ias 
proved a very great benefit to Ihipping patting that way, till in the great and dreadful ftorm in 
1703, it was blown down and deftroyed. It was again directed to be rebuilt, by an aft of 
Parliament of the fourth of Queen Anne, cap. xx. and the like duty on tonnage of Ihips 
granted for its fupport to the corporation of the Trinity- houfe, which law was fince further 
enforced in the eighth of Queen Anne, cap. xvi. and the light-houfe was again perfefted. 
Yet it has lince, once more, been lately demolilhed by a ftorm, and is again reflored by the 
like means to its former ufcfulnefs, to the great benefit^of not only the Britilli trade and navi- 
gation, but of die numerous ihipping of other nations patting diat way. 

* la this fame feventh and eighth year of King William, an aft of the Englifh Parliament, 
cap. xxi. for the increafe and Encouragement of Seamen, eftablittied a regiftcr of thirty ihou- 
fand feamen, to be in rcadinefs at all times, as its preamble fets forth, for fupplying the royal 
navy, for a premium or bounty of forty fhillings yearly. None but fuch regiftered feamen 
(who might be either mariners, watermen, fiflicrmen, lightermen, bargemen, keclmen, or 
other feafaring men, between the age of eighteen and fifty years) lhall be capable of prefer- 
ment to anyacommiflion or warrant offices in the royal navy. They (hall moreover have a 
double fharc or dividend for all prizes, more than non-regiftcred feamen of equal rank: with 
other privileges as in that aft is fet forth ; and particularly and folcly, when maimed or fuper- 
annuated, an admittion into the newly eftablifhed bcfpital for feamen at Greenwich ; as alfo, 
if killed in the fervice, an admittion therein for their widows and children. Six’-pcnce per 
month to be dedufted from the pay of all feamen, as well ferving in merchant fhips as in the 
royal navy, for the fupport of Greenwich Hofpital. (Further enforced, as to Green wic^ 
Hofpital duty, in an aft of the tenth of Queen Anne, For better collefting and recosrcfing 
the Duties, &c. And again, by cap. xxxi. of the eighteenth of King George the ^pnd, ia 
1 745.) The faid regiftered feamen were alfo to certify tlicir place of abode, 
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1696 This law for rcgifte'ring of fcamen was farther enforced by an aft of the eighth and ninth 
of King William, cap. xxii. And, in our humble opinion, was unhappily repealed by an aft 
of the ninth of Queen Atfne. And although fund ry fchemes or models have fince then been 
laid before the public, for the reviving of fuch a regifter, yet fo many objeftioiis have been 
ftarted, that no law has as yet been framed for fo important a matter, as the having always in 
rcadinefs, a competent number of fcamen to man the royal navy, without haying recourfe to 
the baibarous and unconftitutional pra£tice of preffing. May heaven infpirc fome worthy pa- 
triot with fpirit, genius, and zeal, equal to this fcemingly or fuppofed arduous talk. And al- 
fo that then, as well failors of merchant fhips as of King’s Ihips, Ihould be capable of being 
admitted into Greenwich Hofpital. 

The very next aft, cap. xxii. of the fame year, for preventing Frauds and regulating Abufes 
in the Plantation Trade, was intended for further enforcing and improving the afts of naviga- 
tion, and for preventing of frauds and other abufes in the plantation trade : enafting, “ that 
“ all fliips trading to or from our Afian, African, or American plantations or fettlements, 
“ ihall be Englilh, Irilh, or plantation built ; and that their cargoes fliall be either Englilh; 
“ Irilh, or plantation property, and fliall be regiftered as fuch, &c.” And whereas our North- 
American colonies were of late become of much greater importance to England than formerly ; 
it was therein alfo further enafted, “ that no charter-proprietor of lands on the continent of 
America (ball fell or otherwife difpofe of their lands to any but natural-born fubjefts, with- 
“ out the King’s licence in council for that purpofe.”— Sec, under the year 1664, an account 
»of King Charles expelling the Dutch from New York. 

This was undoubtedly a moft necelTary and reafonablc provifo ; fince it might happen, in 
unfavourable conjunfturcs, that a great charter-proprietor, (fuch, forinflance, as thofe of Ca- 
rolina, fince made a regal colony, Maryland, or Pennfylvania, &c.) might alienate the fame 
to fome foreign rival nation ; there being, till now, no exprefs law to the contrary. More- 
over, in order to keep the proprietary governments in America the more under due fubjcftioti 
to the crown and kingdom of England, they being now become very confiderablc, it was hereby 
enafted, “ that all governors nominated by fuch proprietors, fliall be allowed and approved of 
“ by the crown, and fliall take the like oaths as arc taken by the governors of the regal colo- 
“ nies, before tliey fliall enter on their refpeftivc governments.” And this was likewife an 
extremely well-judged provifo. Another clatife in this fame ftatutc has been thought by the 
I rifli nation to bear fomewhat hard on them, viz. “ That whereas (hips laden with fugars, 
“ tobacco, &c. of the Englifli plantations, have fometimes been difeharged in feveral ports of 
“ Ireland, contrary to law ; under pretence that the faid ftiips w^re driven thither by ftrefs of 
“ weather, or fome other calamity ; it was now enafted, that on no pretence whatever any 
“ kind of goods frbra the Englilh American plantations fliall hereafter boaput on Ihorc either 
“ in the kingdoms of Ireland or Scotland,” (the Union, in the year 1707, has rendered tliis 
claufevoid as to Scotland,). “ without being firft landed in England, and having alfo paid 
the duties there ; under forfeiture of Ihip and cargo.” The principal hardfliip hereof, 
(fay the Irilh,) conlHled, Jn comprehending the un-<numerated, as well as the enumerated 
commoditieji ; whereby alfo, much money goes from Ireland to foreign nations, which 
our own plantations might otlierwife have had.— Sec enumerated commodities, under the 
scar 1C60. 

III this fame feflion of the Englifli Parliament, an aft pafled, cap. xxviii. for the more cf- 
fe&hal preventing the Exportation of Wool, and for the encouraging the Importation of it from 
Vot. II. 4 K Ireland. 



626 AN HlST&RtCAC A»l> C'H R OtN O-L aO rC A L D E D tT C T t 0 » 

1696 Irekndt But as there have been, both before and after diis period, fo many laws made for 
effedtiog what relates to the former part of this aft, though all hitherto iufudicirat for keep- 
ing our wool to ourfelves,. we think it foperfluous to be particular, thereon,' With Yefpeft to 
the importation of Iriflt wool into England, the only ports liercby licenlcd for that end, were 
Wliiteliaven, Xivei|K>ol, Cheltcr, Briftol, Bridgewater, Minehead, BarnftaplSj and Bid- 
deford, 

It appears, by an Engliih aft- of Parliament of the feventh and eighth of King William, 
cap, xxxiiL For the better Encouragement of the Greenland Trade, “ Tliat the new Green- 
land Company, which had been ellablilhed in the fourth and fifth of this reign, in the year 
1693, and then had fubferibed forty thoufand pounds as its original capital ftock, had af- 
“ texward increafed its capital fubfeription to eighty-two thoufand pounds, the completion 
“ whereof was to be made at any time before the year 1 703, becaufe, by reafon of the fcarcity 
" of Teamen on account of the war witlr France, this company cannot at prefent employ- all 
“ the kid money in this trade.” In the mean time it was hereby cnafted, that this company, 
“ for.thc encouragemisnt of its faid trade, during its term of fourteen years, which was to end 
“ in the year 1707, Ihould be free of all duty, cuftomy or impofition whatever, for any oil, 
“ blubber, or whale-fins, caught and imported by them during their faid term.” But the 
company was fo unfortunate, partly through unikilful management, and partly from real lolTcs, 
as to run out or fpend their faid capital of eighty-two thoufand pounds, fome years before tlie 
expiration of their faid term ; , fo- that they broke up entirely. And by a ftatute of the firft year 
of Queen Anne, in tire year 1 702, cap. xvi. For enlarging and encouraging the Greenland 
Trade, , that trade was entirely laid open as before j and all the Queen’s fubjefts were thereby 
to enjoy the fame privileges as the company bad done. Yet that company’s misfortunes de- 
terred others from profecutlng that filhery till the year 1725, w'hcnthe South Sea Company 
revived it, though much to their lofs, as will be feen. 

Great fums of money being continually carried out of England for the purebafe of hemp, 
flax, and linen; “ which,” fays the preamble to an aft of Parliametit of the feventh and 
eighth of King William, cap. xxxix. eittitled. An Aft for encouraging the Linen Manufac- 
ture of Ireland, and bringing Flax and Hemp into, and the. making of. Sail-cloth in this 
Kingdom, “ might in a great meafure be prevented by being fupplicd front Ireland, if fucli 
“ proper encouragement were given, as might invite foreign Proteftants into that kingdom to 
“ l€ttle.”-«-It was liereby enafted, “ that hemp, flax, and linen, and its thread and yarn, 
might be freely imported into England, by natives of England and Ireland, cuftom free, 
“ being of the growth and manufafture of Ireland. And wjiereas the roanufafture of fail- 
“ cloth is already brought to good pcr&ftion in England, — it was now cnafted, for its fur 
tber dnco»rageinent, that all Englillt made fail-cloth fliall be henceforth exported free of 
all cuftom or duty whatever, whether it be exported in the piece or boulti or in.fails ready 
“ made.” 

This law Was wifely framed, for the encouragement particularly of French Proteftant Refu- 
gees to fettle in Ireland, many of whom were well Ikillcd in the once lioble linen manu- 
fafture of France, fines Amk almoft to notlilng : and late experience has Ihewn, that this law 
laid the £oandatk>n of Ireland’s prefent moft flourilhing, and almoft immenfe manufafture of. 
linens and cambricks, . 

The ftiipping and foreign commerce ofRuflia, excepting what was praftifed by tkc EngHlh 
and Dutch, to and from Archangel, were, ti|^ aur own times, fo inconfiderable ai ■ liardly to 
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1696 defcrve a name. Bwtthc Czar Peter, fo juftly termed the Great, had now formed vaft defigns, 
both for commerce and conqueft, an J alfo for naval ppwer. For, by tlie taking the ftrong 
fortrefs and port of Azoph, near the mouth of the river Don, he had opened for the Ruflian 
veffels a paffage or entry into the Black Sea; upon which fea he had determined to keq) a na- 
val force fufficient to cope with that of the Turks, who, for fomc centuries paft, had folely 
^commanded therein, and excluded thence all other potentates. For this end, he procured 
fliipwrights from Holland for the conftrufting of hfs great (hips of war, and from Venice, for 
his gallics ; having got no fewer than forty of the former, and fifty of the latter, befide bomb- 
kctches, &c. all built at Woronitz, on the river Don, and thence conveyed to Afoph ; 
which mighty effort was efFcdlcd, through his vaft genius, in three years time; having oak- 
tirnber and other naval ftores in plenty of his own, and ready at hand. He alfo fortified the 
port of Taganrock on the Black Sea ; at which work it is faid above three hundred ihoufand 
perfons perifticd through hunger, and by diftempers contra&cd from their lying on the marfhy 
grounds contiguous to that place. 

Had the Czar fucceeded herein, by compelling the Ottoman Porte to allow him to be a ma- 
ritime power on that fea, and, as a confequcncc thereof, to have a free paffage by the Pro- 
pontis and Dardanelles, into the Archipelago and Mediterranean Sea, wdiat ftrange alterations 
might not his fuccefs have very probably produced in the balance of power in Europe ; and 
how difadvantageous might it alfo have proved, in time, to the Turkey trade, as well as to 
other branches of the commerce of the other European nations in thofe feas ? How precarious 
alfo would the very cxiftence of the Turkifli empire have thereby been rendered ? But in the 
• next century wc fliall fee this towering profpeft over-clouded, and all the vaft cxpence thereof 
abfolutcly fruftrated. 

This great prince, however, did wonders for reforming and improving his country and peo- 
ple. He travelled for this end into moft of the countrici; of Chriftendom, in order to leara 
their mercantile and maritime arts. Both in Holland and England he difeovered fo great a 
genius in his judicious enquiries, obfervations, and remarks on fhip-building, naval affairs, 
manufactures, &cc. as furprifed every body ; of which Ruflia at this day experiences the good 
effects. King William gave him a refpeCtful reception, in the year 1697, and cultivated his 
fricndfhip and alliance, in hopes of forming an ufeful balance of power againll Fmacc. 

In this fame year, King William fent out nvo fliips of war and fomc land forces, with 
which he overpowered the French, who had held our forts in Hudfon's Bay for three years, 
and all the faid forts were accordingly retaken. Yet, once more, in Queen Anne’s war, all 
thofe forts were regained by the French, except Fort Albany ; and fo it remained till the peace 
of Utrecht. 

The running oFEnglifli and Irifti wool into France, whereby the woollen manufacture of 
that kingdom has been fo greatly increafed, has employed the pens of a g*teat number of our 
pamphleteers, ever fiiicc the reftoration of King Charles the Second ; and many plaufible pro- 
polals have been made, both within doors and without, for an effectual cure ; though hitherto 
without fuccefs. Amongft the more modern ones, one Mr. Samuel Webber, in his Short 
Account of the State of OUT own Woollen Manufaftures, printed in the year 1739, aferibes 
the occafion of the greateft rife of the French woollen manufactures to have happened about 
this time by Ireland’s legiflaturc confenting to lay a tax of four {hillings in the pound on all 
their woollen goods exported to foreign parts ; as fuch exportaiion did greatly interfere with 
England's exportations of the like woollen goods : and that this was by Ireland agreed to, ia 
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i(>^ return for no Icfs than nine millions ftcriing, expended by England in the feduftiou of Ireland 
at the revolution : and to prevent their glutting.us in England with their wool> (he alfo fays, 
•;woollen goods, though it is only wool, which was permitted to be imparted from Ireland) 
they were limited to eight (he fays only five) weftern ports, for its faid importation, by the 
before rcciu^d aft of the feventh and eighth of King William, cap. xxviii.— Such hard* 
Ihips, according to ftat author, conftrained the Irifli to run their combed wool into France, 
which the French mixed up with their own coarferwool, thereby enabling them, at a cheaper 
rate, to fupply many foreign markets with woollen goods formerly fupplied by England. 

The computations of rooft of thofe who write on this fubjeft arc, we apprehend, too ex-' 
travagant, and particularly thofe of this author, to gain an univerfal credit : for he ventures to 
affirm, that of eight hundred thoufand packs of wool annually produced ,in Great Britain 
artd Ireland, France gets from us yearly, one way or other, five hundred thoufand packs, 
whereby that nation gains annually above eight million fterling. — That not one-third of 
‘‘ our wool is manufaftured at home : f©r, befide what goes to France, there is not a little 
“ run into Holland, Sweden, and elfewhere. — That whenever we happen to be at variance 
with France, fo as to prevent a correfpondence, the demand for our woollen goods at fo- 
** reign markets has then proved fudden and great. — That wc have hands enough in Great 
“ Britain to work up all our wool at home ; lince in England alone, by an eftimate of the 
parifli rates, in the year 1735, the poor amounted to one million four hundred thoufand 
perfons, of which number three hundred thoufand were reckoned helplefs, through age, 
&c. and orphans ; but that the remaining one million one hundred thoufand poor, were 
all, in fome ineafure, fit for labour. • * 

“ Laftly, That the only elfcftual means to keep our wool at home, would be, to eftablifh 
a reglftry in every parifh of Great Britain and Ireland, of flock in hand of wool, and of the 
“ daily increafe or dccreafe of the faid ftock, by transferring the property from one to another. 

Now, although all that is therein aflerted is not abfolutely to be relied on,— and that moft of 
the writers on this very interefling fubjeft feem to have in their computations more or lefsex- 
aggerated, or over-fhot the mark : fome cither out of zeal, or perhaps of private intereft, and 
others merely from ignorance and want of abilities ; yet it muft be allowed, that a remedy for 
fo pernicious a praftice, as the running of great quantities of our wool into foreign parts, well 
known to be a reality, is extremely wanted ; and that, whether by a regiftry, as above-men- 
tioned, or by more Itrift guard-lloops on our coafts, or by both jointly ; whoever fhall be fo 
happy as to point out an efFeftual remedy for fo great an evil, will richly deferv.c a high reward 
from the public. 

1697 The ill-judged abortive feheme of a land-bank in England, already deferibed, with the de- 
ficient funds fer the annual fupplies the bad ftate of the filver coin, more efpccially in the 
years 1695 and 1696, and the ill-humours contrafted thereby, and by difafFeftion to the go- 
vernment, had brought the infant Bank of England into much difficulty and diftrefs. So that 
their cafti-notes were now at a difeount of fifteen to twenty per cent, their credit being fo low 
as to be neceflitated to pay thofe notes only by ten per cent, once in a fortnight ; and, at 
length, to pay only three per cent, on thofe notes once in three months ; occafioned by the 
bank’s having taken in, for the notes iffbed, the dipped and otherwife dimitiillied filver mo- 
ney at the legal.or par value by talc, and alfo guineas at thirty (hillings price, and for which 
receipts they iflued their notes payable on demand ; not having as yet received' out &dm the 
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-1697 mint a fufBcient- quantity of the fine new filver coins, for anfwering the daily demamfe on 
tbera for their out-ftanding notes. Thefe diftrefles obliged the bank to make two dilFcrent* 
calls of twenty per cent, each, on tlieir members, in the year 1696; and to ilTue bank fealed 
bills at fix per cent, intcreft, in exchange for bank calh notes ; and to advertife, for the con- 
venience of trade, whilft the filver was re coiiting, ‘‘ that fuch who think it fit for their con- 
vcnicnce to keep an account, in a book, with the bank, may transfer any fum under five 
“ pounds, from his own to another man’s account.” Which was adopting the method of 
the bank of Amftcrdam: yet fuch was the diftrefs of the times, that, on the fixth of May,- 
1697, the bank advertifes in the Gazette, for the defaulters of the laft ‘‘call of twenty per 
“ cent, which Ihould have been paid by the tenth of November, 1696, and alfo thofe indebted 
“ to the bank upon mortgages, pawns, notes, bills, or other fecurities ; to pay in the faid 
“ twenty per cent, and the principal and intcreft of thofe fecurities, by the firft of June 
“ next.” 

Even fo late as the twenty-fir ft of June, 1697, we fee in a then well-known newfpaper, 
called the Poft-Man, of the tvvcnty-fecond of June, 1697, the following paragraph, viz. 

“ Bank-notes were yefterday between thirteen and fourteen per cent, difeount.” 

All which fufficicntly fliew the great difficulties tliis bank then had to ftruggle with; and 
yet, in a few months after, by the re-coinage being compleated, and by the fecond, or cn- 
graftmeiit fubfeription of the faid tallies, orders, and bank-notes, to the amount of five mil- 
lions one hundred and fixty thoufand four hundred and fifty-nine pounds fourteen fliillings^ 
and nine-pence farthing, the credit of the bank was quite rellored, with the greateft applaule 
* to the contrivers thereof. 

After the Parliament had fettled the funds for the enfuingvyear, and had provided for * 
deficient funds for the former and prefent year, they took the diftrefs of the bank into their 
deliberate confideraiion, and finally determined, “ That the capital flock of the bank ihould 
“ be increafed by new fubferiptions of four-fifths in Exchequer tallies and orders, and onc- 
fifth in their own bank-notes, with an intcreft of eight per cent. — And, for fecuring the 
payment of that intereft, an additional duty was laid on fait ; and the other duties were ex- 
tended to a longer term, &c. in order to make up a general fund for pall: deficiencies, now 
amounting to no kfs a fum than five millions one hundred and fixty thoufand four hundred 
“ and fifty-nine pounds fourteen fhiliings and nine-pence fiirthing, befide the current fer- 
“ vice of the year 1697. But, previous to their taking in the faid new fubferiptions, their 
“ old capital of one million two hundred thoufand pounds, flioukl firft be made up to cacli 
“ member one hundred pounds per cent, and that what remained of effects or intereft over 
“ and above, fiiould be divided amongft their fiiid old members. — That the bank, after this 
“ new fubfeription, might iifue an additional number of notes, equal to the total of this new 
“ fubfeription ; provided always, that thofe notes be anfwered on demanfl ; and that, in de- 
fault of their fo doing, they Ihould be anfwcred from the Exchequer, out of the firft money 
“ due to the bank. — That the bank ftiall continue a corporation, till one year’s notice; after 
Auguft the firft, in the year 1710 : and that none other bank be allowed during their faid 
‘‘ terra. — That the bank fiiall not, at any one time whatever, owe more by bonds, notes,. 

^ fealed bills, &c. than the total amount of all their faid now to be increafed capital.-— And, 
laftly, That the faid increafed capital ftock of the bank fhall hcnceforih be deemed a per- 
fonal eftatc.” — All which points were determined by an aft of the eighth and ninth years of 
King W-illiam, cap. xix. For making good tlie deficiencies of fcveral funds therein mentioned. 

and: 
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1697® and for enlarging the capital ftock of the Bank of England, and railing the public credit ; 
commonly called the Engrafting Aft, By which aft alfo it was ordained," “ That, for the 
future, not above two thirds of the preceding year’s direftors fliould be capable of being re- 
elefted in the next or fucceeding year/’ 

Dr. D’Avenant, in his Difeourfes on the public Revenues and Trade of England, part i. 
p. 165, in the year 1698, juftly remarks, Tliat it would be for the gcner-al good of trade, if 
** the Bank of England were reftrained by law from 'allowing intcrclt for running cafh,” as was 
the cafe at this time : “ for, tlie cafe of having three or four per cent, without trouble or hazard, 
muft be a continual bar to induftry.” 

King William’s miniftry 4 iad flattered thcmfelvcs, from year to year, with the hope of a 
fpcedy peace. Many of the funds, therefore, upon the credit of which money had, in differ- 
ent years, been granted by Parliament, had, by this^time, been found, or fuflPered to be, very 
deficient; the Treafurygentiemcn, though othervvife men of abilities, having, in various in- 
ftances of appropriating the duties, jaidgcd very widely of the true amount of thofc duties : as 
particularly might be inftanced with refpeft to glafs-bottlcs, earthen-ware, tobacco-pipeclay, 
&c.— The deficiencies of which funds, for anfwering the principal and intereft charged there- 
on, were foon obferved by the monied men who were creditors of the public, and who alfo 
took advantage of the reraotenefs of the courfes of payment of the tallies and orders charged on 
fomepther funds. TBisJiad, fince the revolution, given rile to a new trade of dealing in go- 
vernment or national fecurities, very much to the damage of the public, as well as to fuch 
: proprietors of the funds as were under the necclfity of parting with them, at the difeount of 
from forty Xo fifty per cent. Concerning which melancholy time, Dr. D’Avenant, iif fiis 
Efiay upoH'liOans,. printed in the year 1710, juftly remarks, “ That the government appeared 
“ like a diftreffed debtor, who was daily fqueezed to death by the exorbitant greediiiefs of the 
** lender. The citizens began to decline trade and to turn ufurers. Foreign commerce, at- 
tended with the hazards of war, had infinite difeouragement ; and people, in general, drew 
home their effefts, to embrace the advantage of lending their money to the government.’* 
To prevent the ill eflefts of this unhappy trade, a law was made in this fame feflion of Parlia- 
ment, cap. xxxii. To reftrain the number and ill prafticc of brokers and ftock-jobbers ; which 
premifes, That fworn-brokers were anciently allowed in London, for the making of bar- 
gains between merchants and traders, for .merchandize and bills of exchange: — But, of 
late, divers fuch have carried on moft unjuft praftices, in foiling and difeounting of tallies, 
bank-ftock, bank-bills, lhares in joint-ftocks, &c. confederating themfclves together to 
raife or fall, from time to time, the value thereof, as may moft fuit their own private inte- 
reft. Wherefore,” &c. they were now reftrained from aftiiig without a licence from the 
lord mayor and court of aldermen. — To take alfo an oath of fidelity. — To be limited to one 
hundred in number, whofe names fliaJl be written on the Royal Exchange. — To incur a pe- 
nalty of two hundred pounds if they deal for themfclves in any merchandize, or in thofc tal- 
lies,. ftocks, &LC — To enter into an obligation for their faithful aftings; and, on failure, to 
forfeit five hundred pounds, he. 

After tliis, wc hope, but fecmingly digreflive account of the ill ftatc of things, we lhall con- 
clude the before (in part already recited) engrafting aft, by obferving,’ “ That the new fub- 
‘‘ feribers into the bank were thereby to deliver up to the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of England their faid tallies and orders, which were to be paid off in courfc,” as they 
aftually w,cre by annual dividends, in a few years after, and bank-ftock was tlicrcby reduced 

to 
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1697 to its original capital. “ The capital flock of the bank was alfo to be exempted from any tax. 
“ No contra£l for fale of the bank-flock was to be valid, unlefs regiftered within feven days 
■ “ in the bank bddks, and actually transferred within fourteen days.” (Happy had it been for 
hundreds of good families, if this falutary claufe had been exprefsiy continued in all future 
afts of Parliament for this and ail otlicr joint -flocks. Whereby to have prevented what fo mif- 
chievoufly happened twenty-three years after, viz. in the year 1720 : but even, as if by defign, 
it was never inferted in any future ftatute, till after the faid year 1720.) “ No aft of the cor- 
“ poration,. nor of its court of direftors, nor fub-committees thereof, fhould fubjeft thepar- 
“ ticular fliare of any member to forfeiture : which {hares, however, were hereby to be fubjeft 
“ to the payment of all the jufl debts contrafted by the corporation.” (This reafonable claufe 
was afterwards extended to the two other great compares.) “ By this aft it was made felony 
“ to counterfeit the common-fcal of the bank affixed to their fealed bills, or to alter or erafe 
. “ any fum in, or any indbrfement on their fealed-notes, figned bjr order of the faid governor 
“ and company, or to forge or counterfeit the faid bills or notes — Members of this corpora- 
“ ration fhall not be liable to bankruptcy merely by rcafon of their bank-floek-; which flock, 
moreover, {hall not be liable to foreign attachments.”" 

This is all that is effentially neceflary to be recited from this long aft of Parliament ; fo ju- 
dlcioufly framed for reftoring public credit. Two great points were thereby elFcfted, viz. The 
Exchequer tallies and orders were refeued from the ftodk- jobbing harpies, by being engrafted 
into this company ; as were alfo the bank-notes, now cancelled, which had been at twenty 
.per cent, difeount, by reafon the government had been greatly deficient in their payments to 
the bank : and a good intereft was fecured for the proprietors of the increafed capital. 

This happy engraftment, together with the recoining of the diminilhed- filver money, re- 
dounded greatly to the credit of Mr. Montague, afterwards Earl of Halifax. For, it is almpfl 
incredible, that in a few months after this provilion for the national debt in arrear, the flock 
of the bank given to the proprietors of Exchequer tallies, which, as already juft quoted, be- 
fore this engraftment, had been at forty to fifty per cent, difeount, fhould be currently fold at 
one hundred and twelve per cent.— This fecond bank fubfeription,” fays Dr. D’Avenant, 
in his laft-quoted trealife, “ being founded upon Parliamentary fecurity, for making §ood the 
“ deficient tallies, was formed by receiving in thofe tallies at par, which coft the fubfenbers 
“ but fifty -five to fixty five per cent.” ( He means fuch as bought them at fo large a difeount) 
“ By which the greateft eftates were raifed in the leaft time, and the moft of them, that had 
“ been known in any age, or in any part of the world.” I have indeed often heard it faid, 
by perfons who lived at this time, that one fingle fubferiber alone, namely, Sir Gilbert Heath- 
cot, gained by that rife of the price above fixty thoufand pounds. 

“ During the recoinage of our filver,” fays Dr. D’Avenant, in the feegnd part of his Dif- 
courfes on the public Revenues and Trade of England, p. 161, “ all great dealings were tranf- 
“ afted by tallies, bank-bills, and goldfmiths notes. Paper credit did not only fupply the 
“ place of running cafh, but greatly multiplied the kingdom’s flock. For tallies and bank- 
“ bills did, to many ufes, ferve as well, and to fome better, than gold and filver : and this ar- 
tificial wealth, which neceflity had introduced, did make us lefs feel the want of that real 
“ treafure which the war and our Ioffes at fea had drawn out of the nation.” Tlus able, but 
venal autlior, wrote in a very different (train towards the clofc of the next reign. 

The above-named prudent meafurcs in England, proved the great means of concluding in 
September, in the fame year, a treaty of peace between England and France, much wanted 

by 
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1697 hy both nations. In general, by article the feventh, moft places poflefled by either party be-» 
fore the war broke out, were now ftipulated to remain to them. Some of the forts in Hud- 
^fon’s Bay were, however, thereby unhappily to be left to France; as alfo thofe of Nova 
Scotia, in confcquencc of the faid feventh article of this treaty, which we had taken from 
France, innhc year^i690 : alfo that part of St. Chriftopher’s ifle, which we had taken from 
France in the fame year 1690, was by virtue of this feventh article reftored to France. King 
William's then untoward affairs not permitting him at that time to infill too ftrenuoufly on 
thofe matters, more cfpecially as the principal preliminary of this treaty was Louis's recogni- 
sing King William in quality of King of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The Dutch reftored to France Pondicherry, in the Eaft Indies ; and at the fame time a fc- 
paratc treaty of commerce and marine was concluded between them for twenty years.— All 
that is memorable therein being, that the Dutch fubjefts fhall enjoy the fame privileges, fraii- 
chifes, &c. in France, as Louis’s own fubjefts did, and that they might freely carry to Mar- 
fcilles, &c. tlie merchandize of the Levant, as well in their own Ihips as in French bottoms, 
without being liable to the twenty per cent on the Levant commerce ; faving only in calcs 
where the French themfelves. were liable to pay it. The Dutch alfo might hereby import 
pickled herrings, without being liable to re-packing. France alfo hereby remitted to the 
Dutcli the fifty fols per ton on foreign (hips, excepting only when Dutch Ihips carry French 
goods coaftwife from one port of France to another. 

To Spain, France hereby yielded what flie had taken in Catalonia, as alfo the city and pro- 
vince of Luxemburg ; with Charleroy, Ath, Courtray, and Mons ? referving, howcvcr,«nfany 
burghs and villages within thofe dependencies, under flight pretences. 

To the Princes of the empire, France reftored Triers and Gcrmerfheim to tlie Elcftors of 
Triers and Palatine : to Sweden, the dutchy of Deuxponts : to the Bilhop of Liege, Dinant: 
to the houfe of Wirtemberg, Mompelgard. But, on the other hand, the empire was obliged 
to confirm for ever to France her pofleflion of Strafburg, with its territory. To the Emperor, 
however, France yielded up Friburg and the reft of the Brifgaw, and Phflipfburg. 'Fo the 
Duke of Lorraine, France reftored his capital, Nancy; but difmantlcd anddcfencelefs : and 
Louis ftill retained Saar Louis, and alfo the road or way, of half a league in breadth through 
Lorraine to Alfacc, open to the French troops and armies. If Louis had no latent defign in 
thus yielding up fo many important places which he had conquered, men would have ftiid he 
afted moderately. But his real view in this Teeming moderation was, to difarm and difunitc 
the allies, that fo he might the more eafily feize on the Spanifh monarchy upon the death of 
their old and feeble King Charles 11 . now foon expefted ; though it did not happen till three- 
years later. 

In this yisor 1697? a French fquadron of Ihips, commanded by Pointis, took and Tacked the 
famous town and forts of Carthagena, in Spanilh America; and, by his own account, got 
eight millions of crowns thereby ; much more had been expefted, but that the people of 
fafhion and the religious of both fexes liad before retired far into the country out of his reach, 
with one hundred and ten mules laden with treafurc. Pointis, fenfiblc that he could not hold 
Carthagena, left it, after demolilliing its forts. . 

At London, it was high time, in this feme year to put an end to the many pretended pri- 
vileged places, into which debtors conftantly retired with the mon^ and merchandize of their 
creditors ; and, by combination in thofe recefles, fet all law and juftice at defiance ; no officers 
daring, without the hazard of their lives, to arreft any of thofe lawlefs debtors wiihin thofe - 

places. 
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1697 placc$. Wherefore, byaflatuteof the eighth and ninth of King William, cap. xxvi. tiie 
under-mentioned pretended privileged places were fupprclU’d, viz. that in the Minories.— 
Thofe in and near Fleet- Street, as Salifbury-Court, White-Friars, Rain-Alley, and Mitre- 
Court. — In Holborn,-^Fullwood*s-Rents ; and Baldwin’s-Gardens in Gray’s-Inn-Lanc. — In 
the Strand, the Savoy. — In Southwark, Montague’s-Clofc, Deadman's-Place, the Clink, and 
the Mint. Yet the laft -named place, the Mint, was fufFered to fpring up again in a more 
outrageous mauner than ever, and was not finally fupprcflcd till the reign of King George 
the Firll, It was a fad fliamc that fuch lawlefs people fliould have been fo long tolerated or 
connived at. 

Burlington Bay, on the coafl of Yorkfliire, beings fafe bay, as well for King’s fliips as 
merchant ones ; and the haven and pier of Burlington, alias Bridlington, being conveniently 
fitaated for fupplying of neceflaries, as alfo for a retreat in cafe of ftorms or enemies, it was 
judged a rational benefit, by a law of the eighth and ninth of King William, cap, xxviii. to 
lay a duty of one farthing per chaldron on all coals coming from NeWcaftle and its members 
fouthward, for repairing and building that pier, which had been thrown down in a fiorm in 
the year 1696. 

In this fame year, the filk weavers of London were extremely outrageous and tumultuous,' 
on pretence of the great quantities of filks and callicocs, and other Indian manufa£lurcs, im- 
ported by the Eaft India Company, and worn by all forts of people. They even caried their 
violence fo far as to attempt the feizing on the treafure at the Eail India-houfe ; and had well 
jiigh fucceeded in it: but were in the end reduced to order. Yet much clamour was Hill 
raifed againft that company both in pamphlets and converfation. The company, in their de- 
fence, engaged the famous Dr. D’Avenant to write a laboured and ingenious eflay on the Eafl: 
India trade. He was anfwered by Mr. Polexfen, an eminent merchant, who, in this year 
1697, publiflied his able performance, entitled, England and Eaft India inconfiftcpt in their 
Manufaftures ; which, with refpeft to the real matter of faft, as well as of Its popularity, had 
greatly the advantage over the before- named venal though able author. 

Notwithflanding certain reftitutions which, as before recited, France had obtained by the 
treaty of Rylwich, yet her foreign trade feemed ftill to languifh. Holland reaped much more 
benefit by her trade with France than England did or could. The latter had been accuftomed, 
before the war, to fend great fums of money to France, for wines, brandies, paper, fluffs, linen, 
hats, filks, and many otlier things, over and above the merchandize they carried thither from 
England, fo that the balance was always greatly in favour of France. But the French com- 
miffary, now fent over to England for a treaty of commerce between the two nations, found 
infurmountable difficulties in his comniiffion; not only on account of the higli duties laid by 
England on French goods, which duties had been before appropriated to various ufes ; but 
likewife becaufc the Englilh, during the late long war, had learned to tie without the mer- 
chandize of France, by fupplying thcmfdvcs moftly with the wines of Italy, Spain, and Por- 
tugal ; and with the linens of Holland and Sil^fia: the French refugees fettled in England, 
now alfo fupplied them with paper, fluffs, filks, and hata, made at home. France, moreover, 
on the other hand, not relaxing as to any of her high impofts on Englifli manufaaures, &c. 
which in effea amounted to a prohibition of them, it was not therefore poflible for France 
and England to conclude any tariff or treaty of commerce together, which could bcadvan- 
ttgeous to the latter ; and therefore none was made, 
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i 6$7 Ncverthelcfs, foon after the conclullon of this peace, the foreign commerce of England re* 
vived, and public credit was greatly mended. The Bank of England’s bills or notes were 
now got up to par. ■ The drfeount on the remaining tallies was become moderate, and the ac- 
tions, or prices of the flocks of other Englifli companies were become more promifing. 

1698 Yet the before-mentioned complaints againfl the Englilh Eafl India Company’s proceed- 
ings, together with that company’s great lolles of fhips and rich cargoes during the war with 
France, which had prevented it from making any dividends tor feveral preceding \ears, had, 
by this time, occafloned a general diflike in the people againfl that company. 7 'his broke out 
more plainly in the fpring of 1698 ; when the Houfe of Commons again took the flatc of the 
company’s trade into their ferious confidcration, even although it had, three years before, ap- 
peared to be fo delicate an affair, that it had been, by the Parliament, referred to the King 
and council, and by the latter was fent back to the Parliament again, who, after all, did no- 
thing material in the principal complaints relating to it. 'I'he company therefore thought it 
now prudent to make fome very material propofals to Parliament, viz. “ that they would 
“ advance feven hundred riioufand pounds for the public fervice, at four per cent, intcicfl, 
“ provided the exclufive trade to India might be legally fettled on them.” 

But whilfl the Houfe of Commons fecmingly liflened to this propofal, a certain number of 
merchants, headed by Mr. Samuel Shepherd, and countenanced by Mr. Montague, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, propofed to that houfe to advance two millions of money at eight per 
cent, intereft, provided they might have the faid foie exclufive trade to India fettled on them ; 
yet the fubferibers not to be obliged to trade in one joint-flock, unlefs they fhould afterJ^•»rll 
defire to be incorporated ; in which cafe a charter fliould be granted to them. This laft-named 
propofal was beft reliflied, and therefore a bill was accordingly brought into Parliament. — 
Againfl this, the company’s counfel in both houfes of Parliament pleaded their feveral ex- 
clufive charters, “ which, amongft other great privileges, ftiled them Lords Proprietors of 
“ Bombay and St. Helena. 'J'hat the company h.ad adhaally acquired, at tlieir own folc cx- 
“ pence, revenues at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Bombay, as well as in Perfia and 
“ clfcwhere, to the amount of about forty-four thousand pounds per annum, arifing from 
cufloms and licences for felling of wines ; — for filhings ; — for farms of tolAcco and beetle ; — 
“ for quit rents, houfe rents, and garden rents to the natives ; — pafles for country fhips ; — 
“ tonnage, anchorage, falvage, &c. All which are conflantly increafing : alfo a large extent 
“ of land in the refpeftive places. That they had alfo crefted forts and fcttlcments, and had 
“ procured territories in the ifiand of Sumatm, and on the coafl of Malabar, without whicli 
“ the pepper trade mufl have been entirely loft to Eirglaixd. That they had alfo a ftrong foit 
“ in the kingdom of Bengal; and alfo many faflories, buildings, and fcttlcments in divers 
“ other par^s^ having, moreover, purchafed of the Indian Princes, at high rates, many 
“ privileges and immunities. All which they were encouraged to do out of a firm belief that 
“ their faid rights and inheritances would, on all occafions, be objeSs of the nation’s care.” 
This account of the various emoluments of that company, in India, is materially inftrufting; 
as it is not only nearly the fame as the like emoluments of the prefent company in India ; but 
is, moreover, explanatory of the nature of thofe emoluments. “ That fince this bill was 
“ brouglit in, the company agreed to fubmit their prefent flock to a valuation of fifty pounds 
“ per cent. viz. twenty per cent, for their dead flock,” /. e, their forts, faflories, lands, &c. 
and thirty per cent, for their quick flock ; ^vhich tlicy were content even to warrant at that 
2 ** rate. 
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1698 rate. And, upon thefc terms, the company likewife offered to open fubferiptions for two 
millions.” 

To all this, the counfel for the new fubferibers replied, “ that the old company,” for fucli 
we muft now begin to call them, ** in reciting their charters, had forgot to mention the pro- 
‘‘ vifos therein, viz. tliat the refpeftive Kings of England, who granted them, referved a dil- 
cretionary power to make them void on three years warning. I'kat the King, folcly by 
his charter, could not grant the trade, exclulive of all others, as being direftly contrary to 
“ pofitive laws. Neither had the prefent King, in faft, granted any fuch exclufive right. — 
** That feveral recoveries had been made at law againft the company, for profccuting fuch 
pretended right. That the King’s mcflkge to the Houfe of Commons, in 1692, plainly 
fignified, that the., concurrence of Parliament was requifite for making a complete and ufeful 
fcttlcmcnt of this trade.” Here they expatiated on the indireft methods of bribery, &c. 
carried on by the company’s managers, in the years 1692-3-4-5. “ That when they mcn- 

“ tioned the refolution of the Houfc of Commons, in 1691, they omitted their other refo- 
lutlon, viz. that it was lawful for all perfons to trade to the Eaft Indies, nnlefs reftrained 
by aft of Parliament, — That the patents for fomc trades with joint-ftocks, whilft the trades 
“ for which they were granted were in their infancy, have been permitted, for the fettling of 
“ of a trade, and until the firft adventurers had reaped fome reafonable compenfation for their 
expence and rifque ; yet afterwards, when fuch trades have grown confiderable, the wifdoiu 
“ of the nation has always, or generally, judged it fitting to open a way for the kingdom to 
receive a general benefit therefrom.” Yet the very fame people who now made ufc of this 
argument .igainft the old company, were at this very time pufliing for an exclufive trade to 
India, and did aftually afterwards obtain it. That it never was cftcemed a breach of public 
faith, nor a derogation from the credit of the Great Seal, or from the honour of our Kings, 
** to have their patents annulled by Parliament, when it appeared that fuch grants were cither 
unprofitable, or contrary to the common rights of the fubjeft. Neither did any Kings 
think ihcmfelvcs bound in honour or confcience, to refufe pafling an aft of Parliament for 
the annulling of fuch grants. — That, moreover, Kings having often been deceived in fuch 
gi ants, they have even been frequently annulled by the ordinary courfe of law.” 

It was, on tlie other hand, again further replied and urged, in behalf of the old company, 
that the property of many families, widows, ami orphans, was greatly affefted by this bill; 
“ which, niorco\Xr, makes no provifion for a determined ftock : infomuch, that it may here- 
after happen, that the trade may be loft to the nation for w ant of a fi&fficient capital to carry 
“ it on. It appearing by thirty years experience^ that it requires at lead fix hundred thoufand 
“ pounds per annum to carry on this trade to its utmoft. That even during the three years, 
to Michaelmas 1701, the new fubferibers are, by this bill, permitted to telUe as well as the 
company, which is contrary to the charters, and wdll create great confufion, and render the 
faid three years trade allowed tiie old company of no benefit ; becaufc they are ftill bound to 
‘‘ export to the value pf one hundred thoufand pounds annually in our own manufafturcs, aU 
tliough the new fubferibers arc under no fuch obligation. 

“ The old company are, moreover, obliged to pay taxes, and to Tccep up forts, faftories, 
&c. whilft the new fubferibers are to have an equal benefit of the trade, without either. — 
That fince the laft new fubfeription, in the year 1693, the company have loft, either by 
« accidents or by the calamities of war, twelve great fhips, which, with tlieir cargoes, would 
have fold here for near one million five hundred thoufand pounds. And yet, notwithftand* 
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1698 ing fach loflcs, they have paid in cuttoms, fince that period, twb hundred and nmety-nvrr 
** thoufand pounds, befide eighty-five thoufand pounds in taxes.— That, moreover, they fup- 
plied the King in Holland, on a prelfing occafibn, with fix thoufand barrels of gunpowder; 
^ and had likewife, at a time of great extremity, fiibfcribed eighty thoufand pounds for cir- 
** culating exchequer bills, at the inftances of the Treafury, And that, in fliort, many hun- 
** dred families have their whole fortunes depending on the ftock of the prefent company, 
who muft be utterly ruined if this bill take cfFeft.” 

In the foregoing debates there are to be found a great many material articles relating to the 
hiftory and condiift of the faid old Eaft India Company, and to the nature and legality of cx- 
clufivc charters, unfnpported by parliamentary authority ; we could not therefore omit, in 
forae degree, enlarging thereon ; and fhall only fubjoin what was, on this occafion, further 
alleged againft the old company, viz. that the new fubferibers to that company’s ftock, in 
the year 1693, were deluded into it by the charter then obtained by indireft means ; — as by 
the hopes of an a£l of Parliament to confirm it ; — and by the old proprietors having valued 
“ their ftock at feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, whercby.they lhared three hundred 
and feventy-five thoufand pounds of the new fubferibers money amongft thcmfelves ; and 
“ as they had warning fufficient, by the tranfaftions before the King and council, nobody 
was anfvverable for their lofs but themfelves.” 

Thefe and fimilar rcafons weighing, or feeming to weigh, with the Parliament ; and fomc 
of the leaders of the old company being moreover faid to have been fufpefled of difaffedlion to 
the ftatc: or, perhaps, principally, becaufc the new fubferibers were the favourites the 
miniftry, an aft of Parliament pafled in this ninth and tenth of King William, cap. xliv. for 
raifing a fum not exceeding two millions, upon a fund for payment of annuities after the rate 
of eight per cent, per annum, and for fettling the trade to the Eaft Indies. The fubflance 
whereof, as far as relates to this fubjeft, is, “ that the King might appoint commifiioners for 
“ taking fubferiptions from any perfons or corporations, (the Bank of England excepted) for 
‘‘ railing of the faid two millions, from and after Michaelmas 1698, the entire intereft being 
one hunted and fixty thoufand pounds per annum, arifing from the duty on fait, and on 
certain additional duties on ftamped parchment and paper. The faid new fubferibers to be 
called, The general Society of Tiaders to the Eaft Indies. Hereby they were impowered 
to trade either direftly thcmfelves, or to licence others in their ftcad ; but fo, as not to trade 
annually for more than the amount of their refpeftive fhares or ftock. Yet the King 
might, by his charter, incorporate the fubferibers into one body-politic,” (this was the in- 
tent from the firft) “ with perpetual fucceflion, &c. and the ufual powers ; — till when the fub- 
“ feribers were to cleft out of their body twenty-four truftees. Corporations having lharcs 
herein ifeyht trade in proportion to their fliares.” Tliis feems plainly defigned to favour 
v;hat prefcntly after fell out in behalf of tire old company. ‘‘ Neither this general fociety, 
nor any company that may be eftabfifhcd in purfuance of this aft, Ihall borrow or give fc- 
** curitv for any fum on the credit of the funds by this aft granted. Neither lhall they 
“ borrow, owe, or give fccurhy for any other or greater fums than fhall be employed in their 
trade, and which likewife lhall be borrowed only on their common feal, ai>d not repayable 
“ in lefs than fix months. Neither fliaJI they difeount any bills of exchange, or other hillr 
or notes, nor keep books or cafh for any perfons whatever, other than their own coi^ra- 
** tioii.” Thefe laft claufes were mferted for the fecurity of the privileges of the Bank of 
England, ‘‘ Five per cent, ad valorem^ additional duty from Michaelmas 1698,^8 hereby 

laid 
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1698 ‘‘ laid on all India goods imported, to be paid to the general fociety, or to fach company or 
‘‘ companies as may be erefted, for the maintaining of ambaffadors, and other extraordinarjb 
‘‘ expences ; the overplus whereof to be difpofed of for the benefit of all the members. Upon 
'‘ three years notice, after Michaelmas 1711, and repayment by Parliament of the faid two 
“ millions, then all the duties, privileges, &c. fhall ccafc.” (Extended by the lixth of 
Queen Anne, cap. xvii. to the twenty-fifth of March 1726, and three years notice.— 
“ Provided, however, that the prefent Eaft India Company may alfo trade to India until 
“ Michaelmas 1701. The feparate traders, called formerly Interloper's, already gone out, 
“ may fafely return. All future fales of India goods fliall be made openly by inch of candle, 
“ on. pain of forfeiting half to the King and half to the informer,” This lafi: claufc was for 
obviating of complaints formerly made of clandeftine fales, by the connivance and for the 
benefit of direiElors, kc, “ The prefent company Ihall pay their juft debts. — No focicty, to 
“ be erefted in purfuance of this a£l, fhall owe, at any one time, more than the value of 
“ their capital ftock undivided : ar:d, if by any dividends, their debts at any time lhall 
“ exceed the amount of their capital ftock, the refpeftivc members fliall be liable for the 
fame, fo far as the lliarcs they received upon fuch dividends fliall extend ; befidc cofts of 
“ fuit.” 

On occafion of this contention between the two companies, it was alleged by many at this 
time, againft any exclufive trade, “ that the clofcr and more open it is driven, it will bring 
“ more profit to the nation, and Icfs difturb our own manufafturcs. That it is better for the 
kingdom, for inftance, that three hundred pounds be employed at ten per cent, profit, than 
“ that one hundred pounds be employed at twenty pounds profit. — That wonderful things 
“ are faid of the gains of trade in Sir Thomas Grefham’s time ; when for every hundred 
“ pounds employed intrude, it was returned again, at the end of the year, with two or 
“ three hundred pounds more of profit, divided between the cuftoms of the crown and 
the merchants ; though at this time, perhaps twenty or thirty per cent, is all that is fo di- 
“ vided ; but then for every one hundred pounds then employed, there is probably one thou- 
“ fand pounds now employed in commerce : and confequently, for every one hundred pounds 
fo gained in thofe times, there is at leaft one thoufand pounds gainedTn our days. — Thus, 
when the African or Guinea trade was laid open, on paying ten pounds per cent, to the 
“ company, if, from that time, ten ihips were employed in it for every one that had 
" been employed by that company ; if, in the open trade, thefc ten fhips on one thou- 
“ fand pounds could divide thirty pounds per cent, or three hundred pounds, between 
themfelvcs and the cuftoms ; and the company’s one fhip before divided one hundred pounds 
between them and the cuttoms ; yet the ten fliips arc much more beneficial to the nation, 
“ becaufe they employ ten times as many pcifons, and carry out ten tii^s as many manufac^ 
“ turcs as the company’s one fliip did.” This is a very important, an^^co^fcquently, a very 
ufcful remark for the confideration ot legiflators. 

After fo long, and fuch an expenfivc war, which was now but juft ended ; whereii^, alfo,, 
there had been very great Ioffes, by captures of fo many of our rich merchant fhips, it gave 
foreign nations a high idea of the wealth and grandeur of England, to fee two millions, ftcr- 
liiig money, fubferibed for in three days time: and had the books been kept open longer, 
there were perfons ready to have fubferibed as much more; for although, fince that time,. 
liigher proofs have appeared of the great riches of the nation, becaufe our wealth is very vifi- 
bly and much incrcafcd fince that time ; yet till then there had never been fo illuftriQus.an in- 

ftance* 
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1698 fiance of England’s opulencc.—This, however, was undoubtedly owing, in a great meafure, 
to the legal cftablilhment of our free conftitiition, by the acceffion of King William and Qiiecn 
Mary to the throne ; by whicli a firm confidence in the public faith was cftablillied on a folid 
bafis. For, until this moft happy and folid fcttlement of our coiiftitution, whereby the precife 
limits of tha royal prerogative, as well as of ^ the fubjefts right?, were afeertained, and abfo- 
lutely eftabliflicd by t 1 ie ever-mcmorable law, named the Declaration of Rights, in the year 
1689, the crown, in fpite of the old Magna Charta, and the law in King James the FirlFs 
reign, againft monopolies, < in 1624, &c. cohflantly pretended to the right of granting exclu^ 
five privileges and charters ; though, ncvcrthelcfs, frequently and flrciiuoufly oppofed, and 
fometimes fuccefsfully, by upright judges and juries. Yet, till this glorious epocha of liberty 
the Eaft India, Africa, and Hudfon’s Bay Companies, with joint-ftocks, as well as the Re- 
gulated Companies, as they are ufually called, trading without one joint or common Hock, 
viz. the Merchant-Adventurers, Turkey, and Eaflland Companies ; though none of them 
were legally eftabiifhcd by aft of Parliament, (as the Riifiia Company was, by the eighth of 
Queen Elizabeth) all of tlrcm, ncvcrthelefs, prefumed fo far' upon their royal charters, as to 
give great difturbancc‘'to, and often totally to obftruft the feparatc and indepcndaiit traders, 
whom they thought fit to fligmalize with the opprobioys appellation of Interlopers. This, 
therefore v/as, properly, • the firft legally exclufive mercantile company of England with a 
joint-ftock. ;'N«eceffity, however, was the principal inducement for tlie government’s encour- 
aging the paffing of this law, eight per cent, being, in thofe times of difficulty, reckoned but 
a moderate intcreft ; tallies, &c. being ftill at a confiderable difeount, though they foon qjtvr 
got up to par. 

This. law, tl^en, having impowered the King to incorporate all the fubferibers into one ex- 
clufive community, named, The General Society trading to the Eaft Indies ; their charter 
was dated on the third of September 1698 ; and two days after, viz. on the fifth of that month, 
^llc incorporated them as one joint-ftock exclufive company, and their fucceffors, by the name 
of, The Englifh Company trading to the Eaft Indies, “ with the cuftomary privileges of 
“ having a common feal, — of making by-laws, — of fuing and being fued,— of purchafing an 
undetermined quantity of lands, &c.” And with this remarkable claufe, which proved the 
-means of afterward uniting the old and new Eaft India Companies, viz. ** That all corpora- 
tions and perfons who fhall derive any right or title froin any of the faid fubferibers, or 
their fucceflbrs, fhall be eftcemed members of this new company, and fhall be received and 
** admitted as fuch gratis* — That rfiis company might augment their capital flock. — That mcm- 
bers, at their admiffion, fhould take an oath of fidelity to the ftock-company, and fhould 
‘‘ not trade to India on their private account.— rFivc hundred pounds to entitle them to one 
“ vote in gen^^ courts, and none to have more than one vote, — That this new company 
“ might eftablim the fame courts of judicature as the old company had power to do, by King 
James the vSecond’s charter.— Should maintain a miniftcr and fchool-mafter at St. Helena 
and in every fort and fuperior faftory ; as alfo a chaplain in c\^ry fliip of five hundred tons 
and upwards. — That one-tenth part of their whole annual exports to India fltall be in Eng- 
lifh produft and manufaftures.’’ — The reft is immaterial, or what is already mentioned in 
-the ibove-named aft of Parliament. 

No fooner was this new company crefted, than great and obvious difficulties and objeftiont 
were ftarted, againft their proceeding to trade during the old company’s remaining three years, 
who were in poffcffion of the forts, and of the privileges grarited in India by the Moguls, &c. 

And 
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16(^8 And even although the new company Ihould wait till Michaelmas 1701, when they woiiK 4 
then have the cxclufive trade ; the old one was, neverthclefs, at liberty to dilpofc of their 
forts, fettlenients, fa£torics, &c. at their own price ; as not being rellraincd by the a£l: of 
parliament from felling them even to foreigners. (A moft unaccountable miftake, if^not fo 
clcfigned.)~Nor were they, by this a£k, ablblutcly diiiblved at the faid three years end, feeing 
their eftatc is thereby made liable to pay all their debts, which could not be efFefted within the 
limits of the faid' three years. — Moreover, the faid old company had artfully fubferibed three 
hundred and fifteen thou-fand pounds into the new ftock, in the name of Mr. John Dubois^ 
tlieir treafurer, whereby they w»ere pofleffed of above one-feventh part of the whole new capi- 
tal of two millions. To confirm which poirelfion, tfiey obtained an aft of the next feflion of 
Parliament, of the eleventh of King William, importing, “ that, in confideration of the old 
company’s having direfted Mr. Dubois to fubferibe the fame fum in truft for them, the 
“ faid old company fliould continue a corporation; fubjeft, neverthelcfs, to be determined 
upon redemption of the fund aforefaid which, being deemed a private aft, is not printed 
in the ftatute book. It is entitled, An Aft for continuing the old Company, called the Go- 
vernor and Company of Merchants of London trading to the Eaft Ijidles, a Corporation till 
the Redemption of the faid two Millions. 

In all this very material affair, tl»ere certainly was a ftrange jumble of inconfiftencics, con- 
tradiftions, and difficulties, not eafily to be accounted for in the conduft of men of judgment, 
nnlefs they were purpofely fo intended, for the fervice of the old company. For it occafioned 
, world of trouble afterwards to Ihe new company, as will be feen, as far as is needful, in the 
next century. And, indeed, the miniftry were fcverely handled in feveral virulent pamphlets 
of that time. As, 

Firfi, That three years before one company could be difToIved, anew company fhould be 
“ cftabliflicd, with power to commence an immediate trade where they had no juft right till 
** three years after. 

Secondly, “ To fufFcr the old company to fubferibe fo confiderablc a part of the new capi- 
“ tal, whereby they were enabled to trade feparatcly from the new one ; which was, in effeft, 

“ the eftablifhing of two rival companies at once, befide the feparate traders, who fliJl were, 
continued to aft by thcmfclvcs. 

Thirdly, “ After the old company’s three years (Itould be expired, of what life could their 
forts, faftorlcs, lands, buildings, &c'. be to them ?” 

Thcfe, and other difficulties and abfurdities might be enlarged on, were it ncceflary, after, 
dwelling fo long on this matter already. A coalition, therefore, of thofe twocompaniesfeem- 
cd to be the only cfFcftual expedient. For fuch was, at this time, the foj^ of party, in a 
matter which^ one would think, fhould be of no party, that thofe two companies had divided 
almoft the whole kingdom into the two oppofitc parties, of the old and new companies : the 
former generally favoured by that then called the tory party, and the new one by what 
was called the whig party. And in this condition we will leave them for a fhort time, for 
the fake of the chronological thread of our biftory. 

It was about, or near this time, that King Lewis the Fourteenth of France made his great- 
eft efforts for a fca dominion, or a fuperior naval ftrength ; and it cannot be denied, that he 
took very wife mcafures for tlratend. For, 

Firft*, Heercftcd academies for mathematical ftudics, and for making expert engineers, 
l)0ft&ardlers, Ihip^buildcrs, and navigators. 


Secondly, 
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1698 Sccciully, Me divided all his fea coafts into certain departments, over which lie placed proper 
Intcndants, who kept exaft lifts of all fca-faring people, obliging them, by turns, to ferve in 
the royal navy for a certain fixed term of years. By fuch meafures, he appeared quickly 011 
the ocean, f^ith a fm*midablc navy, whereby, for a while, he bid defiance to both the ancient 
maritime powers. Yet, in the end, he was eifeftually convinced, that they had ftill an ad- 
vantage over him on the watery clemejir, after he had contrafted an immenfe debt on that 
fcore ; and that as all monarchies as well as individuals, have certain limits in point of power 
and expcncc, he muil either quit his new projeft, of giving law on the ocean, or clfe abandon 
his grand projefts of conquefts at land by his vafl: land armies. The latter he could not think 
of giving up, and therefore he was forced to drop the former. So that towards the dole of 
his reign, his navy was permitted to decline very much : yet his fucccflbr has fiiice attempted 
both again, with as little or lefs reafon, and even with much Icfs fuccefs, all things duly con- 
fidered. 

1 n th Is fame year, Lewis the Fourteenth erefted a new exclufive company, for fifty years, 
named, The PvOyal Company 6f St. Domingo, not only for ihe grcatjfle of Hifpaniola, (the 
well end of which he had feized on and planted, though never as yet yielded to him by Spain, 
in any treaty) but for all the other Weft India iflands to which he laid claim. This grant was 
conllrmcd in 1716. 

In this fame ninth and tenth of King William, the Luftring Company obtained an aft of 
Parliament, cap. xliii. wherein the preamble fets forth, ‘‘ That the faid company have with 
great labour and charge brought that manufafture toiperfeftion : but that, by reafon o,f .the 
fraudulent importatioti of foreign alamodes and luftrings, the company have not enjoyed 
the benefit intended them by the royal charter; but have wafted their time and ftock in con- 
tending with many difficulties and obftruftions which they have fifice met with. — And, it 
now appearing, that the faid manufafturc cannot be fo well condufted and fecured to Eng- 
** land, by any other means, than by the cftablifliing of an exclufive company for the fame 
it was therefore now enafted, 

Firft, “ That the faid company be a perpetual corporation, with the ufual powers, &c. of 
a body-politic, as in their charter. 

Secondly, “ That they (hall enjoy the foie ufe, excrcife, and benefit of making, drcfting, 
and luftrating of plain black alamodes, renforcex, and luftrings, in England and Wales, 
for fourteen years to come.” All which, however, could not fupport even this monopoh% 
when the faftiion cliangcd ; new fabrications driving out the former general wear of thole 
otherwife pretty and gloffy filks. So that the company had run out their ftock, and was quite 
broke up,^^cn before the expiration of their faid exclufive term ; which, therefore, was not 
.renewed. 

In this fame year, the Dutch Eaft India Company’s charter of privileges was renewed by 
the States General for forty years to come ; which thereby gave that company great encourage- 
ment and weight for carrying on their future commerce to India. 

The feparate traders of England to the coaft of Guinea, and other parts of the weft coaft of 
Africa, called Interlopers by the Royal African Company, having a fuperior advantage over 
that company, by being at no part of the expence of forts, governors, faftors, and other fer- 
vants, on that coaft, had, by this time, fo far worn that company out of the negroe trade, 
that they were rendered unable any longer to fupport the faid forts, &c. without the aid of 
the Icgiflaturc. An aft of Parliament, therefore, of this ninth and tenth of King William, 
3 ^ cap. 
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1698 cap. xxvi. To fettle the trade to Africa, was palled in their behalf; the preamble whereof fetso 
forth, “ That as thofe forts and caftles, which are undoubtedly neceliary for the proteftion 
of that trade, have hitherto been maintained at the foie expence of this company ; it is molt 
** reafonable that all who trade to that coaft, Ihould contribute to the fuppdrt of them.— 
Wherefore it was. enafted, 

“ Firft, That, for the. better enabling the company to fupport and maintain the faid forts 
•“ and faftories, all the King’s fubjeAs, as well of England as America, trading to the coaft 
of Africa, from or between Cape Mount and the Cape O’f Good Hope, as well as the faid 
“ company, lhall pay ten per cent, ad valorem^ for all the goods and merchandize winch they 
lliall export to that coaft, either from England or from America. 

“ Secondly, They lhall pay alike ten per cent, outward, and alfo ten per cent, homeward, 

“ on all goods Ihipped from or to England or America, to and from any part of that coaft, be- 
“ tween Cape Blanco and Cape Mount, negroes excepted : red-wood only to pay five per 
“ cent. 

“ Thirdly, Gold and lilvcr brought from any part of that coaft lhr.ll pay no duty at all, but 
“ may be freely landed without entry. 

“ Fourthly, Separate traders,” now no longer to be called interlopers, “ to enjoy equal 
“ proteAion and alfiftance at thofe forts with the company’s own Ihips and people ; and they 
“ might even, at their own coft, fettle fadlories, and do all other matters there which the 
“ company might do.” 

Thus, a trade, which had before been virtually open, was now legally made fo; and, at that 
time, in every one’s judgment, much to the benefit of the nation, more cfpecially with rela- 
tion to the commerce to our fugar colonies : for it was confelTed by all, that the feparate tra- 
ders had confiderably reduced the price of negroes to our fugar planters : and, confcquently, 
liad fo far the better enabled them to underfell our rivals. Yet we fhall hereafter fee, that the 
provifion made by this law, which was to endure for thirteen years, could not effe£tually fup- 
port the Royal African Company, who had the management of this duty, which, in the end, 
was abfolutely reduced to nothing. 

In the mean time, the company proceeded to trade on their own bottom, by borrowing 
money by their fcaled bonds; and made calls on their members to the amount of one hundred 
and eighty fuoufand.pounds, by way of additional ftock, in hopes to find tlic Parliament fooner 
or later inclinable to grant tliem an cxclufive trade : for which end, they petitioned Queen 
Anne, in the year 1707, though without cfFedl. 

London, at this time, abounded with many new projefts and fchemes, promifing moun- 
tains of gold : there were alfo fevcral rational new projedls introduced, chiefly by the French 
Proteftant Refugees; the chief of thefc projeftors was one Dupin, who inftrumental in 
advancing the manufafturcs of fine linen, thread, tapes, lace, &c. and of fine white writing 
paper. He pretended, that the court of France was fo much alarmed at his firft fitting on 
foot the paper manufaflure, that Barillon, the then French ambalTador at London, obftrufted 
it to his utraoft, and enticed the chief of our workmen into France, from tlie paper-mills in 
England. But With refpea to the linen manufaftirre, more efpcciaUy in the fowli parts of Eng- 
land, it is, probable k never will prove very fuccefsful; neidier, perhaps, is it for England’s 
benefit thatit ftjould fuccced there, fince it might not a little interfere with our ancient .md 
noble woollen manufoautes, and alfo with the filk and fteel ones, by diverting our workmen 
therefrom ; lince, in the opinion of many, the fowing of much flax in England, and the ne- 
Vot. 11. 4 M gleaing 
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5698 glcfking of the-wroollcinnanufaffirre, which would inevitably foilow, might probably lofvtr 
the price of lands. — ^As, obfcrvers fay, it regrircs abonrtwcnty acres of- land to breed woof 
for fetting on work the fame number of hands wljidi one acre of flax would employ : and yetr- 
in the end, tlie woollen tnaBufaflure will.be found to employ by far the gieateft number of' 
hands, and yield the'^oft profit to tlic public, as well as to the raanufaflurers. — -That even iiv- 
the linen raanufaflures of Holland, the Dutch have only the cafieft and moft profitable part 
thereof, viz. the weaving aitd whitening of it ; for it is faid, that moft of the thread thereof is 
fpun i n Germany, Pruflia, &c. where the people being poor, can fpin cheaper than the people 
©f England or Holland can do, . But in countries where labour and lands arc cheap, as in Scot- 
land and Ireland, the linen manufaflure has been experienced to be profitable to the commu- 
nity,' The further planting of the newcolonics in America, with limilar projefts at home, 
as infurance-officcs, faltpctroworks, copper-mines, the penny-poft proieft, and many more, 
were now much in' vogue.— “ So have-I feen,’*^ fays the author of An Efl'ay on Projefts, prin-' 
ted in the preceding year, “ ftiares of joint- ftoeks, and other undertakings, blown up, by the 
■“ air o'f great words, and the name of fomc man ef credit concerned, to perhaps one hundred 
“ pounds for one five hundredth part or lhare, and yet at laft dwindle to nothing,.” 

Writers about this time complain heavily, “ That the Royal Exchange of London was 
“ crouded with projefts, wagers, fair)*-companics .of new manufafturcs and inventions, ftock- 
*♦ jobbers, &c. So that very foon after tliis time, the tranfafting of this airy trade of job- 
** bing, was juftly removed from off the Royal Exchange into the place called Exchange Al- 
** ley, and fince into a building ereftsd on purpofe, and called the Stock Exchange, whcrc*it 
** is now carried on.”’ 

In the fame year, the Englifli Houfc of Peers addrefled King William, in order to his dif- 
couraging the woollen manufafturcs of Ireland, theancrcafe of which had given umbrage to 
tiie people of England': and that his Majcfty would, on the contrary, encourage the linen 
tnanufafture of tire faid kingdom of Ireland, purfuant to an aft of Parliament, in the year 
1696, already mentioned : which manufafturc lias fince been brought to great perfeftion in 
tlrat kingdom. The Englilh Houfe of Commons likewife addrefled the King, to induce the 
people of Ireland to cultivate the joint intereft of both kingdoms: and that, as Ireland is de- 
pendent on, and- protefted by England in the enjoyment of all they have, they would be con- 
tent to apply themfelves to the linen manufafture ; whereby, they would enrich thcmfelves, 
and be beneficial to England at the fame time : both which points have fince been fucccfsfuliy- 
eflefted. 

In this year, the French firft began a fettlement at the mouth of the river Miflifippi, in the 
Spanifli province of Florida, fince grown up to he a confidcrable F rench colony. Their prin- 
cipal intentioTfekerein,. as has.fince plainly appeared, being to open a communication from 
thence to their colony of Canada, thereby tohemriiv the Englifh colonies, fo as to engrofs th© 
whole Indian trade to tliemfelves. 

Before we leave this year, it may nx)t be amifs tO' take notice of wliat Dr. D’Avenant has 
xemarked concetning the kicreafe of the people of England, in the- fccond part of his Dif- 
courfes on the public Revenues and Trade of En^nd,- publiflied in this year, p, 196, oftavo ; 
viz. ” That thererare almoft undeniable reafons be drawn from political arithmetic, that, 
** ii^cethe yeae tfioo, we are increafed in number .gf inhabitants about nine hundred thou- 

fand : whidi could not be, if the plantations were fuch. a drain of the people as is in^rious 
“ tathfi coxamou.wcaltU.”' 

W*- 



1698 We canndt forget two good ftatutes, for the benefit of iiiland commerce, made In the nintll 
and tenth years of King William, cap, xv. wlz. Far determining differences by arbitration.—* 
Whereby merchants, traders, and ptherS, defiring to end Any controverfy by arbitration, for 

which there is no other remedy but by petfonal aftion oV fuit in equity, may ^rce their fub- 
aiifllon of their fuit to the award of any perfon or perfons, ^hich fliould be made a rule of 
ahy court of record. By winch agreement, fo made and inferted in their fubmiffion, the 
parties fliall be finally concluded by fuch arbitration.” 

The other, cap. xvii. For tiie better payment of inlai^d bills of exchange, cnafts., That 
air bills of exchange, drawn in England, for five pounds, or upward, to any other place in 
England, and payable at a certain number of days, weeks, or months after date, fiiall, 
from and after prefentation and acceptance, which acceptance lhall be by the under-writing 
the fame under the pariy^’s hand fo accepting i and after the expiration of three days after the 
fiiid bill fliall become due, the party to whom the faid bill is made payable, his fervant, 
agent, or afiigns may, and lhall caufe the faid bill to be protelled by a notary-public, or 
any other fubftantial perfon of the city, town, or place, in the prefcncc of two or more cre- 
dibic witneffes, refufalor negJeft being firft made of due payment; which proteft fiiall be 
** lii ll made and written under a fair wi'itten copy of the faid bill, fignifying ; 

“ That I, A. B. on the day of — , at the ufual place of abode of the faid 

‘‘ C. D. have demanded payment of the bill of which this is a copy ; which the faid C. IX 
did not pay: wherefore I the faid A. B, do hereby proteft the faid bill. Dated at ■■■■■ — 
this day of , 

“ Wliich proteft fhall, within fourteen days after, be fent, or otherwife due notice fliall 
be given thereof, to the party from whom the bill was received, and who, upon producing 
“ fuch proteft, fhall rq^ay the faid bill, together with intcreft and charges. And, on default 
of fuch proteft, (for which only fix-pence fhall be paid) or due notice, the perfon fo failing, 

“ lhall be liable to all cofts, damages, and intcreft aocruing thereby. Provided, that if any 
fucli bill be loft or rnifearried within the time limited for payment, the drawer fliall be 
obliged to give another bill ; the perfon to whom it is fent giving fecurity (if demanded) to 
the drawer to Indemnify him, in cafe the loll bill lhall be found again.” 

Private and fallacious lotteries weicatthis time become fo general, not only in I.ondon, 
but in nioft other great cities and towns of England, wbeveby the lower people and the fer- 
vants and children of good families were defrauded : an aft of Parliament was therefore paffed 
in the tenth and eleventh of King W illiam, cap. xvii. for lupprcffmg fuch lotteries; even 
‘‘ although they might be fet up under colour of patents or grants under the great fcal.— 

“ Which laid grants or patents are againft the common good, welfare, and peace of the king- 
dom, and arc void and againft law,” fays the preamble. A pcnjilbj^h ere fore of five 

** hundred pounds was laid on the proprietors of any fuch lotteries, and of twenty pounds on 
“ every adventurer Ja them.” Notwithftaiiding all which, the like difpofition to fraud on 
one hand, and to gaming on the other, prevailed again in the next reign, till a frcfli law was 
made againft thole lotteries, &c. 

1699 During the unfcttlcd times of the Eaft India trade, the old Eaft India-Coinpany's flock (by 
the rftanagement of flock jobbers) had, in about nine or ten years paft, been fold on the ex- 
change, at from three hundred per cent, down to thifty-feven per cent. And the contention 
between the two companies greatly prejudiced the trade ; tlierc being, at one time, fixty Ihips 
^road, in India afid returning, which very much overcharged that^^traJe. 

4 M 
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699' Captain Dampicr, in the King’s fliip the Roebuck, having failed upon new difcoveries, 
after various adventures, found, that the eaftermoft part of New Guinea did not join to the 
Continent, but was, infafl, an ifland; which he tlifrcfore ftilcd New Britain. 

In this year^ being the lad of the great dearth of corn, wheat was fold in London at three 
pounds four Ihillings^ef quarter, or eight fliillings per buftiel. 

Complaints being ftill loud, concerning the wool and woollen manufafturcs of Ireland ex- 
ported into foreign parts ; and that even thofc of our North American plantations began to be 
likewife exported to foreign markets formerly fupplicd by England; a law was thereupon made 
ih the tenth and eleventh of King William, cap. x. to prevent the exportation of wool out of 
the kingdoms of Ireland and England into foreign parts : and for the encouragement of the 
Englilh woolleirmanufafturcs. Whereby, 

I. No wool, nor manufaflures of wool, were to be exported from Ireland to any part 
of the world but to England, and this only to the following ports, viz. Biddeford, Barn- 

‘‘ ilaplc, Miiichead, Bridgewater, Briftol, Milford-Haven, Chefter, and Liverpool, from the 
ports alone of Dublin, Waterford,, Youghall, Kingfale, Cork, and Drogheda: under 
“ forfeiture of fliips and cargoes, and alfo of five hundred pounds penalty. 

II. ‘‘ The like forfeitures are hereby infli£led on fuch as ftiall export in Blips, or fhall carry 
by liorfes, into any other place or colony out of the King’s dominions, any wool or woollen 

“ manufa£turcs of the Englilh plantations in America.” 

55* This is the firft mention in our ftatutc book, of woollen manufa£lurcs in our American 
plantations. ^ 

Gr. Gemelli, who returned in this year from his fix years travels round the globe, treating 
of the once numerous Portuguefc conquefts in the Eall Indies obferves, “ that the remains of 
“ thofc conquefts'arc fo very inconfiderablc as fcarccly to defray their own expence. At Goa, 

“ they have that fmall ifland, with three or four other inconfiderablc ones near it. On tlie 
north coafi, the fortrelles of Daman, Bazaim, and Chaul. In the kingdom of Giizarat 
** they have Diu. Near China, the iflands of Timor, Solor, and the colony of Macao, fub- 
jefl: to China. In Africa, they have Angola, Sena, Sofala, Mozambique, andMombaza; 
many in number, but of no great value.” 

By a llatute of this fame tenth and eleventh of King William, cap. vi. the admiffion into 
the freedom or fcllowfliip of the EngHIh Rulfia Company, was made more cafy, viz, “ that 
after Lady-day, 1699, every fubjedt defiring admiffion into that fcllowfliip, Ihall pay no 
“ more than five pounds for the fame.” 

II. It was hereby alfo enaSed, that the commiffioners of the cuftoms lhall, in every 
feffion of Parliament, lay before both houfes an account, under their hands, of all naval' 
(lores wljlch (hall have been imported by any perfon from Ruffiainto England.” AitliougU 
ill no part oHihis ftatutc there be any ground affigned for ciiafting of this laft-named claufc, 
yet it is more than probable tliat the then Icgiflature bad in their thoughts the promoting of 
the importation of naval fiores from our American plantations. 

By another Englifli ftatutc, cap xxv. fcveral regulations were made concerning the New- 
foundland trade and fifliery. Such as, its being made perfeftly free for all fubjefts alike to 
trade thitlicr, and to fi(h on its banks : that the firft fifliing (hip arriving at any of the har- 
lours or creeks of Newfoundland (lull be deemed Admiral ihcic, for that fcafon; tfio 
“ fccond (hip fo arriving, (hall be Vice-Admiral; and the third (hall be Rear-Admiral.— 
Which three Admirals (hall have power to decide comroverfies conkeming places dr Nations 
3 
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1699 “ in harbours, ftagcs, cookrooms, &c, there. Moreover, every bye-l;oat-keepcr there ^lall 
‘‘ carry with him two frefh men in every fix, viz. one that hath made but one voyage, and 
“ one that never was at fea before.’’ This was obvioufly defigned for the increafe of our 
failors. And every inhabitant ll>.all employ two fuch frelh men for every boat kept by 
** tliem. Alfo every matter of a fifliing Ihip Ihall carry with *lam one that never was at fea 
‘‘ before, for every five men he lhall carry. And, for the prefervatioii of timber on the ifland 
** of Newfoundland, no perfoa (hall rind any of the trees, — nor fliall fet on fire any of tlie 
** woods, &c.” 

Although the Pott-office revenue of England be not accountable annually to the Parliament, 
as other branches are, it being properly part of the private revenue of the crown ; yet, as has 
been elfewhcre obferved, that revenue being a kind of politico-mercantile pulfe, whereby to 
judge of the increafe or decrcafc of the nation’s general commerce ; we lhall here therefore 
obferve, that in a printed letter to a member of Parliarnent, concerning the debts of the na- 
tion, publiflied in the year 1701, the net revenue of the Pott-office, for the year 1699, is faid 
to have been ninety thoufand five hundred and four pounds ten Ihillings and fix-pence. 

There was exported, in this year, according to Dr, D’Avcnanf, into foreign 
parts, from all England, — ~ — — 6,788,166 

And imported, — ~ — — 5,640,506 

Balance, this year, in favour of England, — — 1,147,660 


This was indeed a happy change from the years 1662 and 1668. 

And whereas in the faid Dr. D’Avenant’s report to the Commiffioners of Ac- 
counts, in the year 1712, part. ii. p. 71. there was exported from England, this 
year, as above, to all parts, — — — — — 6,788,166 

Thereof exported in our woollen manufaflures to the value of — 2,932,292 

This authentic view of the vaft importance of our woollen mannfafturc exported, highly 
merits the conftant remembrance of the public, being confiderably above two fifth parts of 
our whole exports. 

The judicious Mr. Wood alfo, in his Survey of Trade, p. 46,. tells us, that in 
the year 1662 the total exports from England in that year was but — 2,022,812 

Ditto in 1699; as per D’Avenaiit — — — 6,788,166 

Vaft increafe of our exports fince 1662 ^ . — 4 > 76 S »334 


N. B. Under the year 1668 we have already exhibited near the fame fam ^ 5 our exports for 
that year. 

1. Several authors think, that the value of the wool fliorn annually in England 
may amount to — — — — 

a. The manufaduring whereof is computed to coft — 

3. And that, when manufaftured, its total value is increafed to 

Of which, many fince that time think we annually export near one half; more 
fince the late increafed demand from our own American plantations* 


2.000. 000 
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‘ J 700 The French King at this time erefts a new council of commerce ; conlifting of his principal 
minifters of ftatc and finances, and of t^yelve of the principal merchants of his kingdom, viz. 
two of Paris, ,and ten from the cities of Rouen, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Marfeilles, Rochelle, 
Nantes, St. Malo, Lille, Bayonne, and Dunkirk ; each one member. This council to meet 
at Icafl once in every w£ek, .for treating of all matters commercial, as well by land as by fca, 
at home and beyond fea. To receive .propofals, fehemes, petitions, &c. and to determine 
commercial coutroverfies. Alfo-to encoisrage <ivofks, manufafturcs, &c. The faid twelve 
merchants to be annually elefted by the magiftrates of thp laid eleven cities. 

From the very firft ereflion of this famous new council, er board of commerce, we have 
good ground to date tlie great and almoft furprizing increafe of Ac commerce, woollen ma-. 
nufafture, mercantile. Ihipping, and foreign colonies of France. 

The w'ear of Indian wrought lilks, ftulFs, and callicocs, was become fo univerfnl in Eng- 
land at this time, and the confplaints thereof fo loud, that it was now thought Iiigh time to 
remedy fo great an evil. The preamble to the ftatutc obl'erves, “ that the continuance of the 
“ trade to. the Eaft Indies, in the fame manner and proportions as it hath been for two years 
** laft paft, mull inevitably be to the great detriment of the kingdom, by exhaufling the trea . 
“ fufe thereof, melting down the coin, and taking away the labour of the people, by which 
“ very many of the manufaflurers of this nation are become exceflively burdenfome and 

chargeable to their refpeftive parilhes, and otliers are thereby compelled to feck for cm- 
“ ployment in foreign parts.” . This grievance was greatly heightened by the importations of 
two Eaft India Companies together of thofe Indian manufactures, which raifed a great clamour 
in Spitalfields, Norwich, Canterbury, Coventry, &c. whereby alfo a double quantity of filvcr 
was exported to India. 

A Ilatutc therefore palled in this clcvcnA and twelfth of King William, cap. x. for the 
.more effeftual employing the poor, by encouraging the manufactures of this kingdom. — 
Enafting, “ that, from, Michaelmas 1701, all wrought filks, Bengals, and ItuiFs, mixed with 

filk or herba, of the manufacture of Perfia, China, or Ealt India; and alfo all printed cal* 
** licoes, and painted, dyed, or ftained tlicrc, Ihall be locked up in warehoufes appointed by 
“ the commifiioners of the cufioms, till rc-exported ; fo as noire of the faid goods Ihould be 
“ worn or ufed, in cither aj^rcl or furniture, in England, on forfeiture thereof, and alfo 
“ of two hundred pounds penaty on the perfons having or felling any of them.” 

This wholefome Jaw greatly revived the drooping fpirits of our own filk and ftulF manufac- 
turers, producing a remarkable iiicrcafe in Ae demand of our faid manufafturcs. 

By another EngliA ftatute, of this lame year, cap. xi. for making the laws more cfTeflual 
for the prevention of the importation of foreign bone-lace, needle-work, &c. they were again 
to be re-admitted three monAs after tlie prohibition of Ac EngliA woollen manufatftures in 
Flanders Aallbe taken oft*. The faid prohibition of our woollen manufaftures in Flanders 
was found very detrimental to us, being occalioned by our prohibition of their lace, Ac. where- 
fore we were now obliged to repeal Aat law, in order for our woollen raanufaflurcs to be re- 
admitted into Flanders. 

The States of the United Netherlands and the Protellant Princes of Germany now embtice 
the New Stile in all their deeds, a&$, Ac. 

In the fame year an EngliA aft of Parliament pafted, cap. for taking away the dutie* 
npba our own woollen manufaftures, corn, grain^ bread, bifeuit, and meal, exported. So 
Z that 
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*700 that from thenceforth no manner of duty was to be paid on our exported woollen goods, on* 
our corn and grain of »U kinds, as alfo of our meal, malt, pulfs, and bread, exported. 

In the month of November 1700, King Charles the Second of Spain departed this life.— 
I hc French King had managed that weak Princess will abfolutlly in favour- of - his grandfon 
the Duke of Anjou : and thcreupont Louis feized upon the entire SpanUh monarchy, without 
regarding the laft Partition treaty. Hereby the greateft part of Europe was juftly alarmed,- 
and moft efpctially the Emperor, England, and Hollands By Louis’s feizing on Milan, and 
other imperial fiefs in Italy, die Emperor and empire were nearly coneerne<L By. bis feizing . 
on the Spanilli Netherlands, the Dutch were deprived’ of a barrier againft France.'^ And by 
his pofTeffing of Spain itfclf, both England’s and Hollind’s great commerce in and to the Me-, 
diterrancan lay much at his mercy, as did alfo their Weft India commerce, by his difpatching 
fhips of war to take poflbflion of the Spanifh dominions in America. Yet both England and 
Holland found therafelves obliged fo far to temporize as at firft to recognize his grandfon for 
King of Spain, being as yet in no condition to oppofe his title, or openly to favour what was 
more for their intcreft, the claim of the Houfe of Auftria to the Spanilh monarchy. 

This grand incident occafioned much terror in England, and the prices of her national 
funds and public ftocks were fo deeply afitfled by it as to fink fo low as'fifty percent, where- 
by great diftrefs enfued to many ; and, on -the other hand, it afforded great advantages to the 
monied men. The credit of the Bank- of England -was alfo much Ihaken for a time by this 
cvejit. 

In this fame year King WiUiam of Great Britain concluded a- d’efenfive treaty with King 
Cliarles the Twelfth of Sweden, for eighteen years : ftipulating in fubftance, 

Firft, Not to fhelter the rebellious fubjefts of each other. 

Secondly, Toafliftcach other, when attacked, with fix thoufand auxiliary foot I'oldlers; 

Thirdly, That, neverthclefs, each party may lawfully carry on commerce with the country 
with which the other may b« at war, and againft wliom. the faid auxiliary forces may never^' 
tliclcfs have been fenf. 
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